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PARLIAMENT. 
HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Dtctmher  ijiy  1741.  * 

Thi  nfXa  Heu^i  of  Commtns  being  met,  the  XJjher  came  from  the  Hauft 
of  Lords,  with  His  Afaj^y's  commands  for  their  immediate  attend^ 
cnee,  when  they  were  ordered  to  chufe  a  Speaker  ;  and  being  returned^ 
Mr.  PsLHAM  addrejfed  hin^elf  in  the  foUoising  manner  to  the  Qerk 
if  the  Ht^e. 

Mr.  Hard[;ig> 

AS  wc  are  here  aficmbled,  in  purfuance  of  the  imperial  fummons, 
it  is  neceflary,  in  obedience  to  His  Majefty's  CDminands,  and 
ihe  cftabUfhcd  cuftom  of  this  Houfe,  we  proceed  immediately  to  the 

dioicc  of  a  pcrfon  qualified  for  the  Chair. Gentlemen,  It  is  with 

no  ccMnmon  degree  of  fatisfaftion,  that  I  obferve  thi?  aflembly  fo  ' 
numerous  on  the  iirfi  day;  becaufe  whatever  is  tranfa^led  by  us,  mull 
neceflarily  be  confidered  by  the  nation  with  more  regard,  as  it  is  ap- 
proved by  a  greater  number  of  their  reprefcntatives ;  and  beqaufe  the 
prclent  aiiair,  which  relates  particularly  to  this  Haufe,  muft  be  more 
fitififa^orily  conducted,  as  our  number  is  greiiter ;  fince  e^'ery  man 
Vol.  IL  B  nauft 
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muft  willingly  abide  by  his  own  choice,  and  chearfuUy  fubmit  to  that 
mudwrity,  of  iriiich  he  has  himfelf  concurred  to  the  cftabliftment. 

The  qualifications  required  in  the  perTon  who  fiiall  Ell  the  chatr^ 
to'  his  own  reputation,  and  the  advantage  of  the  Houfe,  it  is  not 
necefiary  minutely  to  recount  >  it  being  obvious  to  every  Gentleman 
who  hears  me^  that  he  muft  poflefs  fuch  an  equality  of  temper,  ai 
may  en&ble  him  always  t6  prcferve  h  fieady  and  impartial  attentimi, 
neither  dircompofcd  by  die- irregularities  intowhidi  foote  Gentlemen 
unacquainted  with  the  forms  of  this  aflembly  may  ealUy  fall,  nor 
difconcerted  by  the  heat  and  turbulence  to  which,  in  former  parlia- 
ments, fome  of  thofe  whofe  experience  might  have  taught  them  the 
necdHty  of  decency,  have  been  too  often  hurried  by  the  cagemefs 
of  dihtrovferfy.  TTiat  he  mufl  add  to  this  pel-petual  fcrenTty,  fuch  a 
lirmnefs  of  mind,  as  may  enable  him  to  reprefs  petulance  and  fubdue 
contumacy,  and  fupport  the  orders  of  the  Houfc,  in  whatever  con- 
trariety of  counfels,  or  commetioa  of  deinur,  i^nft  all  attempts  of 
infradion  or  deviation.  That  to  give  efficacy  to  his  imerpofitions, 
and  procure  veneration  to  his  decifions,  he  mull,  from  his  general 
chara^r  -and  perfonal  qualifies,  derive  fuch  dignity  and  authority,  as 
may  naturally  difpofe  the  minds  of  others  to  obedience,  as  may  fup- 
prefs  the  murmurs  of  enV7,and  prevent  the  ftruggles  of  competition. 

Thefe  qualifications  were  eminently  conlpicuous  ia  the  Gentleman 
who  filled  the  Chair  in  the  earlier  part  of  my  life,  and  who  is  now 
oiie  of  the  ornamencg  of  the  other  Hoofe.  Such  were  his  abilities, 
and  fuch  his  condud,  that  it  would  be  prefumptuout  in  any  man, 
however  end<iwed  by  nature,  or  actomplilbed  by  ftudy,  to  afplre  to 
furpals  him ;  nor  can  a  higher  encomium  be  eafily  conceived,  than 
this  Houfe  bellowed  upon  that  perfon,  who  was  thought  worthy  to 
fucceed  him. 

The  office  which  we  have  now  to  confer,  is  not  only  arduous  with 
regard  to  the  abilities  necefiary  to  the  execution  of  it,  but  extreinely 
burthenfome  and  laborious,  fuch  as  requires  continual  attendance, 
and  inceflant  application ;  nor  can  it  be  expected  diat  any  man  wonld 
engage  in  it,  who  is*  not  ready  to  devote  his  time  and  his  health  to 
the  fervice  of  the  public,  and  to  flruggle  with  fatigue  and  reflraint 
for  the  advantage  of  his  country. 

Such  is  the  Gentleman  whom  I  fhall  propofe  to  your  choice ;  ens 
■  whofe  zeal  for  the  prefent  imperial  hoofc,  and  the  profperity  of  th* 
nation,  has  been  always  acknowledged,  and  of  wbom  it  cannot  be' 
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fiiTpeded  that  he  will  be  deterred  by  aoy  difficulties  from  *  province 
which  will  afford  him  fo  frequent  opportunities  of  promoting  the 
common  intereil  of  the  Emperor  and  the  people. 

What  fuccefs  may  be  expected  from  his  endeavours,  we  can  only 
judge  from  his  prefent  influence ;  influence  produced  only  by  bis 
private  virtues,  but  fo  cxtenfive  in  that  part  of  the  nation  which  lies 
vidiin  the  reach  of  his  beneficence,  and  the  obfervation  of  hi;  merit, 
that  it  fcts  him  not  only  above  the  danger,  but  above  the  fear  of 
oppo&tion,  and  fecures  him  a  feat  io  this  afTembly  without  conteft. 

Thus  deputed  by  his  country  to  many  fucceffive  fenates,  he  faa» 
acquired  an  unrivalled  degnc  of  knowledge  in  the  methods  of  our 
proceedings,  and  an  eminent  dexterity  in  digcfting  them  with  (faat 
order  and  perfpicuity  by  «^ich  only  the  tranfaflion  of  great  afiairs 
can  be  made  expeditious,  and  the  difculBon  of  diSicuIt  queflioK  be 
difcntangled  from,  perplexity ;  qualitjes  which  are  now  made  particu- 
larly ncceflary  by  the  importance  of  the  fubjei^s  to  be  confidered  in 
&'\s  fenate :  fo  that  I  doiibt  not  but  you  will  unanimoufty  concur 
with  me  in  defiring  that  the  Chair  may  be  filled  by  a  pcrfon  eminently 
dffiogulflied.by  his  knowledge,  his  integrity,  his  diligence,  and  bis 
Rpttadon ;  and  therefore  I  move,  without  fcniple,  diat  the  Right 
Hon.  ArAnr  OnftoW,  Efq;  be  called  to  th«  Chair. 

Then  Mr.  CLtfTTERBtrcs  feconded  the  mtttion  in  this  manner  : 
That  I  am  net  aUe  to  add  any  thing  to  the  encomium  on  the  Right 
Kononrable  Gentleman  nomioxted  to  the  Prefident'i  Chair,  gives 
■r  no  conoern,  becflofe  I  am  confident,  that  in  the  opinion  of  .this 
aflemUy  his  name  alt>ne  includes  tdl'  pancgyrict  and  that,  he  who 
OKommends  Ardiur  Onflow,  £fq;  will  never  be '  required  to  give 
die  reafon  of  his  cht»ce.  I  therefore  rife  now  only  to  continue  the, 
common  methods  of  the  Houfe,  and.  to  fccond  a  motion  which  I  do 
»ot  expea  that  any  will  oppofe. 

[Here  the  whole  a&mbly  cried  out,  with  a  generid  acclamation. 
Onflow,  Onflow.] 

Mr.  Onslow  then  role  up  and  faid:  Though  I  might  alledge 
manyreafons  againft  this  choice,  of  which  the  flrongeft  is  my  inability 
ta  difchai^e  the  truft  conferred  upon  me  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  its 
importance,  yet  I  have  too  high  an  idea  of  the  wifdom  of  this  aflem- 
Uy,  to  imagine  that  they  form  any  rcfoiution  without  jufl  motives ; 
and  therefore  fhall  think  it  my  duty  to  comply  with  their  dctermina- 
iion,  however  oppofite  to  my  own  opinion. 
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Mr.  Pclham  and  Mr.  Clutteibuck  then  led  him  to  the  Chair, 
where,  before  he  went  up  to  it,  he  defirpd.  That  the  Houfe  would 
confidcr  how  little  he  was  qualified  for  the  office  which  they  were 
about  to  confer  upon  him,  and  fix  their  choice  upon  fome  other  pcr- 
fon,*  who  might  be  capable  of  difcharging  fo  important  a  trufl. 
■  The  Members  calHng  out,  The  Chair,  Chair,  Chair,  he  afcendeJ 
the  ftep,  and  then  addreflcd  himfelf  thus  to  the  Houfe : — Gentlemen, 
Since  it  is  your  refolution,thatlihould  once  more  receive  the  honour 
of  being  exalted  to  this  important  office,  for  which  it  is  not  neceflary 
to  mention  how  little  I  am  qualified,  fince  I  may  hope  that  thofe  de- 
feiEts  which  have  hitherto  been  excufed,  will  ftill  find  the  &me  indul- 
gence ;  my  gratitude  for  a  diftin^ion  fo  little  deferved,  will  always 
incite  me  to  confult  the  honour  of  the  Houfe,  and  enable  me  to 
fupply  by  duty  and  diligence  what  is  wanting  in  my  knowledge  axid 
capacity. 

December  ^hj  1741. 

The  King  came  again  to  the  Hoafe  af  Lordly  and  the  Comment  being  fent 
for.  His  Majefly  approved  their  ehsice  of  a  Prefident,  and  made  a 
Jpeech  to  both  Heufes,  in  which  he  reprefented  to  them.  That  their 
CDunfel  was  in  a  particular  manner  neceflary,  as  they  were  en* 
gaged  in  a  war  with  Spain,  as  the  affairs  of  all  Europe  were  in 
confufion,  by  the  confederacy  of  many  formidable  powers  for  the 
deftrudtion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  that  both  Houfes  of  the  pre- 
ceding feffion  had  come  to  the  ftrongeft  rcfolutions  in  favour  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  but  that  the  other  powers  who  were  - 
equally  engaged  to  fupport  her,  had  not  yet  a£)ed  according  to  their 
ftipulations ;  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  affift  her  ever  fince  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  Charles,  and  hoped  that  a  juft  fenle  ofconii 
mon  danger  would  induce  other  nations  to  unite  with  him ;  but 
that  in  this  Uncertain  fituation,  it  was  neceflary  that  Britain  fhould 
be  in  a  condition  of  jupporting  itfclf  and  its  allies,  as  any  exigency 
might  require.  He  there/are  ordered  the  eftimates  for  the  enfuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  the  Comment.— 'Thit  f^eeeh  being  under  the  eon- 
fjitrattan  of  the  Houfe  ef  Lordty  Lotd  MALXOti  _^ie  in  the  foI~ 
lowing  manner. 

My  Lords,  Though  the  prefent  perplexity  of  our  affiiirs,  the  con- 
trariety of  opinions  produced  by  it,  and  the  warmdi  witb  which 
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uch  optnioa  will  probably  be  fupported,  might  juflljr  dircounge  me 
from  propofing  any  of  my  renCimeots  to  this  great  aflembly,  yet  I 
camiot  repreis  my  inclination  to  oficr  a  motion,  in  my  opinion,  regu- 
lar and  feafonablc,  and  which,  if  it  Ihould  appear,  otherwifc  to  your 
Lorddiips,  will,  I  hope,  though  it  fliould  not  be  received,  at  leall  be 
fwgiven,  beoziife  I  have  never  before  wearied  your  patience>  of 
inKrruptcd  or  reurded  your  confultations. 

But  I  am  very  fat  from  imagining  that  by  this  motion  I  can  give 
any  occafion  to  debate  or  oppofition,  becaufe  I  (hall  propofe  no  inno- 
ration  in  the  principles,  or  alteration  of  the  pra£tice  of  this  aflembly, 
am  intend  any  thing  more  than  to  lay  before  your  Lordihips  my 
opinion  of  the  manner  in  ^diich  it  may  be  proper  to  addr«&  Hit 
Majefty. 

To  return  Him  our  humble  thanks  for  His  moft  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  prefent  unto  His  Majefty 
our  ftncere  and  joyful  congratulations  on  his  fafc  and  happy  return 
into  this  empire. 

To  oblerve  withtheutmoftthankfulnefs  Che  great  concern  which 
His  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  carrying  on  the  juft  and  ■ 
nece£iry  war  agatnft  Spain,  which  we  hope,  by  the  divine  bleiSog 
upon  His  Majefty's  arms,  will  be  attended  with  fuccefs  equal  to  the 
juftice  of  Lis  caufe,  and  the  ardent  wlihes  of  his  people.     That, 

His  Majefty  has  fo  truly  reprefented  the  impending  dangers  to 
which  Europe  is  expofcd,  in  the  prefent  critical  conjun£hire,  as  muft 
awaken,  in  every  one,  an  attention  fuitable  to  the  occalion  :  And  we 
cannot  but  be  fully  fcnfible  of  the  evil  confcquences  arifing  from  the 
defigns  and  enterprizes,  formed  and  carrying  on  for  the  fubverfioii 
or  rcdu^on  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  threaten  fuch  apparent 
mifchieft  to  the  common  caufe. 

To  acknowledge  his  imperial  goodnefe  in  exprefling  fo  earneft 
a  defire  to  receive,  and  fo  high  a  regard  for,  the  advice  of  His  Par- 
liinjcnt :  His  Majefty,  (ecufe  of  the  loyalty  and  affeftions  of  His  ■ 
people,  may  rely  upon  that,  with  the  beft  grounded  confidence  |  and 
to  afllire  His  Majefty,  that  we  will  not  foil  to  take  the  imponant 
points,  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  mention  to  us,  into  our  moft 
Icrious  confideration ;  and,  in  the  moft  dutiful  manner,  to  oSter  to 
His  Majefty  fuch  advice  as  Ihall  appear  to  us  to  be  moft  conducive  ta 
the  honour  and  true  intereft  of  His  crown  and  kingdoms.  To  alTure 
Ifis  Majefty  that  we  have  a  due  fenfe,  h^w  much  the  prefent  pofture 
63  of 
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of  afiairs  calls  upon  us  for  that  unanimity,  vigour,ancl  difpatch,  wbicb 
His  Mejefty  has  fo  vnfely  recommendecl  to  us ;  and  to  give  His  Ma-  ■ 
jefty  ^  ftrongeft  afTurances,  that  we  will  vigoroufly  and  heait!l7 
concur  in  all  juft  and  neceiliu-y  meafurcs  for  tbe  defence  and  fuppoit 
of  His  Majcfty»  tbe  maintenance  of  tlie  balance  and  liberties  of 
Europe,  and  the  affiflance  of  our  allies. 

That  as  duty  and  afiedion  to  His  Majefty  'are,  in  us,  fixed  and 
unalterable  principles,  fo  we  feel  the  imprcffions  of  them,  at  this  time, 
fo  ftrong  and  lively  in  our  breafls,  that  w.e  cannot  omit  to  lay  hold 
on  dils  opportunity  of  approaching  His  imperial  prefence,  to  re^w 
'  the  tnoft  Sincere  profefiions  of  our  conflant  and  inviolable  fidelity : 
And  to  promife  His  Majelly,  that  we  wil!^  at  the  hazard  of  all  that 
4s  dear  to  us,  exert  ourfdves  for  the  defence  and  preferyation  of  His 
&cred  perlbn  and  government,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  Proteflant 
fucceffion  in  His  imperial  houie,  on  which  the  continuance  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of  Britain,  do,  under  God, 
depend. 

My  Lords,  As  this  addreft  will  npt  obftrufi  any  future  enquiries, 
by  any  approbation  of  pall  meafures,  cither  pofitiyc  or  implied,  I 
doubt  not  but  your  Lordfhips  will  readily  concur  in  it,  and  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  it  will  confirm  His  Majcfty's  regard  for  our  councils^ 
and  confidence  in  our  loyalty. 

Lord  LoTEL  fpokc  next  to  this  t&& :— Mjr  Lords,  The  dangers 
which  have  been  juilly  reprefented  by  Hk  Majefty,  ought  to  remind 
ns  of  the  importance  of  unufual  circum^toSion  in  our  condud,  and 
deter  us  from  any  innovations,  of  whidi  we  may  not  ibrelee  the'con- 
fequences,  at  a  time  when  there  may  be  no  opportunity  of  repairing 
iny  mifcarriage,  or  correcting  any  miftake. 

There  appears,  my  Lords,  not  to  be  at  this  time  any  particular 
reafon  for  changing  the  form  of  our  addrclles,  no  privileges  of  our 
Houfe  have  been  invaded,  nor  any  dcfigns  formed  againfl  the  public. 
His  Majefty  has  evidently  not  deviated  from  the  pradtice  of  the  wifeft 
and  moft  beloved  of  our  Britifh  monarchs ;  he  has,  upon  this  emer- 
gence of  unexpeifted  difficulties,  fummorcd  the  fcnate  to  counfel  and 
a^  himj  and  furdy  it  will  not  be  confiftent  with  the  wifdom  of  this 
Houfe  to  increafe  the  prcfcnt  perplexity  of  our  affairs,  by  new  em-  ' 
barraflmentSj  wh'ch  may  be  eafilv  imagined  likely  to  arifc  from  it), 
tddrefi  di5er;nt  from  thofe  which  cuftom  has  edablifiied. 

^.  TH 
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The  ptoifoEt  vbicb  now  lica  before  us,  a  proTpeA  w}itcb  prelents . 
HI  only  witb  dangers,  diftraftioii}  invaTions,  iind  reroliitions,  ougtit 
to  engage  our  attentions,  without  leaving  us  at  leiCure  for  difputadons 
upon  ceremonies  or  forms.  It  ought  to  be  t)ie  care  of  ever;  Lwd  in 
this  Houfe,  not  how  to  addrcls,  but  how  to  advife  bis  Maie.ft7  j  how 
to  affift  the  counciis  of  the  public,  and  contribute  to  fuch'  determina- 
tions,  as  may  avert  the  calamities  that  impend  over  mankind,  and  ftop 
the  wild  excurlions  of  power  and  ambition. 

Wc  ought  to  reflcftj  my  Lords,  that  the  expei^tions  of  all  Eun^ 
are  railed  by  the  convocation  of  this  Aflembly }  and  that  from  our  re* 
folutions,  whole  nations  are  waiting  for  their  fentcnce.  And  how  will 
mankind  be  di&ppointed  when  they  fhall  hear,  that  inAead  of  declaring 
war  upon  ufurpen,  or  impofing  peace  on  the  diflurfaers  of  mankind,  in- 
flesid  of  equipping  navies  to  dire^  the  courfe  of  commerce,  or  raifrng 
armies  to  regulate  the  (late  of  the  continent,  we  met  here  in  a  fuU 
aflembly,  and  difagreed  upon  the  form  of  an  addrefs. 

liCt  US,  therefore,  my  Lords,  lay  aflde,  at  lead  for  this  time,  all 
petty  debates  and  minute  enquiries,  and  engage  all  in  the  great  at- 
tempt of  rc-ellablifhing  quiet  in  the  world,  and  fettling  the  limits  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Europe. 

Then  Lord  Cartehet  fpokc  in  fubftance  as  follows: — My 
Lords,  there  i!  I  find  at  leaft  one  point  upon  which  it  is  probable  that 
thofe  win  now  agree  whofe  fentimenis  have  hitherto  been,  on  almofl 
every  occafion,  widely  different.  The  danger  of  our  prefcnt  fituation 
is  generally  allowed ;  but  die  confequences  deduced  from  it  are  fo  con- 
trary  to  each  other,  as  give  little  hopes  of  that  unanimity  which  times 
of  danger  particularly  require. 

It  is  alledged  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpok«  laft,  that  Gnce  we  are 
now  involved  in  difficulties,  we  ought  only  to  enquire  how  to  extri- 
cate ourielves,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  leave  ourfelves  the  right  of 
enquirtiig.how  we  were  entangled  in  them,  left  the  perplexity  of  dif- 
ferent confiderations  fbould  diffipate  our  attention,  and  difable  us  from 
forming  any  ufeful  determinations,  or  exerting  any  vigorous  efforts 
for  our  deliverance. 

But,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  the  moll  probable  way  of  removing 
difficulties,  is  to  examine  how  they  were  produced,  and  by  confe- 
quencc  to  v^om  they  are  to  be  imputed ;  for  aruinly,  my  Lords,  it 
it  not  to  be  hoped  that  we  fball  regain  what  we  have  loft,  but  by 
■tafitrcs  diiicrcat  from  thole  which  have  reduced  us  to  our  prefent 
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ftate,  and  by  the  affiftance  of  other  counfellors  dian  6iofe  u^o  bave- 
'  funk  lis  into  the  contempt,  2nd  eicpofcd  us  to  the  ravages  of  every 
nation  throughout  the  world. 

That  this  enquiry,  my  Lords,  may  be  free  and  unobftnii^d,  it  is 
neceffary  to  addrefs  the  Throne,  after  the  manner  of  our  anccftors, 
'  in  general  terms,  without  defcending  fo  particular  fa^,  which,  as 
we  have  not  yet  examined  them,  we  can  neither  cenfure  nor  approve. 

It  has  been  objected  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  foreign  nations  yf\l\  be 
difappointed  by  hearing,  that  indead  of  menaces  of  vengeance,  and 
'declarations  of  unalterable  adherence  to  the  liberties  of  Europe,  we 
have  wafted  our  time  at  this  important  junSure  in  fettling  the  form 
of  an  addrefs. 

That  little  time  may  be  wafted  on  this  occafion,  I  hope  your  Lord- 
fhips  will  very  fpeedily  agree  to  an  addrefs  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of 
thole  who  make  it,  and  to  the  occaiion  upon  which  it  is  made ;  for  I 
cannot  but  allow,  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  affairs  calls  upon  us  for 
difpatch;  butthoughbufmefs  ought  at  this  time  undoubtedly  to  be  ex- 
pedited, I  hope  it  will  not  be  precipitated  ;  and  if  it  be  demanded 
that  the  moft  important  queftions  be  (irft  determined,  I  know  not  any 
thing  of  greater  moment  than  that  before  us. 

Ho>v  we  fhaW  gratify  the  expectations  of  foreign  powers,  ought 
not,  my  Lords,  to  be  our  firft  or  chief  conftderation ;  we  ought 
certainly  firft  to  enquire  how  the  people  may  be  fct  free  from  thofe 
fufpicions,  which  a  long  train  of  meafures  evidently  tending  to  impair 
their  privileges,  has  raifed  ;  and  how  they  may  be  confirmed  in  their  ' 
iidclity  to  the  government,  of  which  they  have  for  many  years  found 
no  other  efte£b  than  taxes  and  exadtions,  for  which  they  have  received 
neither  proteflion  abroad,  nor  encouragement  at  home. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  it  be  neccflary  to  confult  the  inclinations,  and 
cultivate  the  efteem  of  foreign  powers,  I  believe  nothing  will  railfe 
more  confidence  in  our  allies,  if  there  be  any  who  are  no;t  now 
albamcd  of  that  name,  or  more  intimidate  thofe  whofe  defigns  it  is 
our  Intereft  to  defeat,  than  an  open  teftimony  of  our  refolution  no 
longer  to  approve  that  eondufl  by  which  the  Liberty  of  half  Europe 
has  been  endangered  ;  and  not  to  lavKh  praifes  on  thofe  men,  who 
iiave  in  twenty  years  never  tranfai£lcd  any  thing  to  the  real  benefit  of 
their  country,  and  of  whom  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  have  in  the 
prefent  war  ftipiilatcd  for  the  defeat  of  all  our  attempts,  and  agreed  by 
ftiine  execrable  compact  to  facilitate  thii  exaltation  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon.  ~  . 

Upon 
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'  Upon  what  fails  I  ground  accufacions  fo  atrocious  may  juftly  be 
enqaired  by  your  Lor<l(hIp3 ;  nor  Ihall  I  find  any  difficulty  in  anfwer- 
ing  your  demand.  For,  if  we  extend  our  view  over  the  whole  world, 
and  enquire  lata  the  ftatc  of  all  our  aiFalrs,  wc  Qiall  tind  nothing  but 
defeats,  mifcarriages,  and  impotence,  with  their  ufual  conlequences, 
contempt  and  diftrulV.  We  fliall  difcover  neither  any  tokens  of  that 
fear  among  our  enemies,  which  the  power  of  the  nation,  and  the  re- 
putation of  our  former  viflorics  might  naturally  produce,  nor  any 
proofs  of  that  confidence  among  thoTe  whom  we  tlill  continue  to  term 
our  allies,  which  the  vigour  with  which  we  have  formerly  fupportcd 
our  confederacies,  give  us  a  right  to  expe^fj.  Thofe  whom  we  once 
trampled  infult  us,  and  thofe  whom  wc  once  protei^d,  give  us  no  - 
credit. 

How  reafonably,  my  Lord;,  all  nations  have  withdrawn  from  us 
tbeir  reverence  and  efleem,  will  appear  by  a  tranfient  examination  of 
our  bte  condud,  whether  it  regarded  Europe  in  general,  or  influ- 
enced only  the  particular  affairs  of  the  Britifb  nation  ;  for  it  will  ap- 
pear beyond  polSbiiity  of  doubt,  that  whoever  has  trufted  the  admi- 
niSration,  whether  their  own  country,  or  any  foreign  poWbrs,  has 
tnifted  only  to  be  betrayed. 

There  is  among, our  allies  none  whom  we  are  more  obliged  to  fup- 
port  than  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  whofe  rights  we  are  engaged  by  all 
the  folemnitieG  of  treaties  to  defend,  and  in  whofe  caufe  every  motive 
operates  that  can  warm  the  bofom  of  a  man  of  virtue.  Juflicc  and 
cotnpaffion  plead  equally  on  her  fide,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  alBft 
her  by  our  own  intcrefl,  as  well  as  the  general  duty  of  fbciety,  by 
vhich  every  man  is  required  to  prevent  oppreflion. 

What  has  been  the  cfFeft  of  all  chefe  confiderations  may  eafily  be 
dilcovercd  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  continent,  which  is  ravaged 
without  mercy  by  the  armies  of  Spain  and  France.  Why  all  fuccours 
have  been  denied  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  why  the  inveterate 
and  hereditary  enemies  of  our  nation,  are  fufFered  to  enlarge  their  do- 
minions without  refinance ;  why  the  rivals  of  our  trade  arc  left  at  full 
liberty  to  equip  their  fquadrons,  and  the  perfecutors  of  our  religion 
(iiScred  to  over-run  thofe  countries  from  whence  only  we  can  hope 
for  a£ftance,  when  the  hatred  which  the  difFcrence  of  opinions  pro- 
duces, fball  threaten  us  with  invafions  and  flavery,  the  whole  world 
has  long  afkcd  to  no  purpofe,  and  therefore  it  is  without  profpcA  of 
jeceiving  (atisfaflioo  that  I  engage  in  the  lame  enquiry.  .  . 
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Yet  lince  it  is  onr  duty  to  judge  of  the  ftate  of  die  public*  and  a 
true  judgment  can  be  the  refult  only  of  accurate  examination^  I  {bail 
proceed,  without  being  difcouraged  by  the  ill  Tuccefs  of  former  attempts, 
todifcover  the  mobves  of  our  late  meafures,  and  the  ends  intended  to 
be  produced  by  them. 

Why  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  not  a^ded  with  land  forces,  I 
(hall  at  prelent  forbear  to  a(k ;  that  fhe  expected  them  is  indeed  evi- 
dtnt  from  her  folicitations ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  it  is  no  Icfs  apparent  from 
treaties  that  fhe  had  a  right  to  expei^  them ;  nor  am  I  able  to  conceive 
why  fuhfidics  have  been  paid  for  troops  which  are  never  to  be  cm- 
I^oyed,  or  why  foreign  Princes  Ibould  be  enriched  with  die  plunder 
of  a  nation  which  they  cannot  injure,  and  do  not  defend. 

But  I  know,  my  Lords,  how  eafily  it  may  be  replied,  diat  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  land  war  are  certain,  and  the  event  hazardous,  and  that 
it  is  always  prudent  to  aft  with  evident  advantage  on  our  fide,  and 
■bat  die  fuperiotity  of  Britain  confifts  wholly  in  naval  armaments. 

That  the  fleets  of  Britain  are  equal  in  force  and  number  of  fliips  to 
the  united  navies  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  world ;  that  our  Admirals 
arc  men  of  luiown  bravery,  and  long  experience,  and  therefore  formi. 
dable  not  only  for  their  real  abilities  and  natural  courage,  but  for  the 
confidence  which  their  prcfcncc  ncccflarily  excites  in  their  followers, 
and  the  terror  udiich  mud  always  accompany  fuccefi,  and  enervate 
tbofe  vriio  are  accuftcuned  to  defeats ;  fhat  our  failors  are  a  race  a£- 
men  diflinguilhed  by  their  ardour  for  war,  and  their  intrepidity  ia 
danger,  from  the  reft  of  the  human  fpecies ;  that  th^y  feem  beings 
iupcrior  to  fear,  and  delighted  with  thefe  object  wMch  cannot  be 
named  without  filling  every  other  breaft  with  horror  >  that  they  are 
capable  of  rufhing  upon  apparent  deflrwSion  without  reluflancc,  and  ' 
of  Handing  without  concern  amidd  the  complicated  terrors  of  a  naval 
war,  is  univerfally  known,  and  confefled,  my  Lords,  even  by  diofe 
whole  intereft  it  is  to  doubt  or  deny  it. 

Upon  the  ocean,  therefore,  we  are  allowed  to  be  irrefiflible,  to  be 
able  to  {hut  up  the  ports  of  the  Continent,  imprifon  the  nations  of 
Europe  within  the  ilmitsof  their  own  territories,  deprive  them  of  all 
foreign  afliftance,  and  put  a  ftop  to  the  commerce  of  the  world.  It 
is  allowed  that  we  are  placed  the  centinels  at  the  barriers  of  natur^ 
and  the  arbiters  of  the  intercourfc  of  mankind. 

Thefe  arc  appellations,  my  Lords,  which  however  fplendid  and 
oftentatious,  our  anceftors  obtained  and  pccfcrvcd  with  le&  advantages, 

\haa 
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don  we  pollels,  by  whom  I  aqi  afraid  lliey  areabout  to  be  foriei^ed. 
Tbe  dominion  of  the  ocean  was  aflcrted  in  former  times  in  oj^&tioa 
to  powers  far  morp  able  to  conteft  tt,  than  tbofe  which  we  have  fo  long 
fitbaiil&velf  courted,  and  of  which  we  arc  now  evidently  afraid. 

For  that  we  fear  them»  my  Lords,  they  are  fufficiently  convinced  t 
and  it  muftbeconfcfled,  with  whatfocver  Oiamc,  that  their  opinion  it 
wdl  founded ;  for  to  what  motive  but  fear  can  it  be  imputed,  that  we 
bavc  fo  long  fupported  their  infolence  without  refentment,  and  thnr 
ravages  without  reprifals  ;  that  we  have  fitted  out  fleets  without  atty 
dcfign  of  difmilGng  them  from  our  harbours,  or  fent  them  to  the  fe» 
only  to  be  gazed  at  from  the  Qiores,  by  thofe  whole  menaces  or  arti- 
fice had  given  occasion  to  their  equipment,  and  in  whom  they  raifed 
no  odier  emotions  than  contempt  of  our  cowardice,  or  pity  t£ 

Towbar,  my  Lords,  can  itbc  attributed,  that  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
pry  has  yet  received  no  affiftance  fzom  allies  thus  powerful ;  from 
allies  whofe  fleets  cover  the  fea,  whofe  commerce  extends,  to  the  re- 
noteft  part  of  the  world,  and  n^iofe  wealth  may  be  juftiy  expeScd  to 
be  piop<Htionate  to  their  commerce.  To  what  can  we  afcribe  the 
conEifence  with  wl^ich  the  Houle  of  Bouibon  threatens  the  ruin  of  a 
Piincels,  who  numbers  among  her  allies  the  Emperor  of  Briuin  f 

Ntrthing  is  more  evident,  my  Lords,  than  that  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary has  been  dilappiHnted  of  the  advantages  which  fhe  expend  from 
her  fricndlhip  with  this  nation,  only  by  a  degree  of  cowardice  too 
deflHcable  to  be  mentioned  without  fuch  terons,  as  the  importance  of 
diis  Debate^  and  the  dignity  of  this  AiTembly,  do  not  admit ;  nor  is  it 
)e&  certain  from  the  conduct  of  her  enemies,  that  tbey  knew  what 
mnild  be  our  meafures,  and  confided  for  Security  in  that  cowardice 
wlucb  has  never  yet  deceived  them. 

It  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  alTerted,  that  our  ally, -however  difheOcd, 
|us  yet  received  die  Icaft  aOiftance  from  our  arms  j  neither  the  juQicp 
of  our  caute  has  yet  been  able  to  awaken  our  virtue,  nor  the  infepara- 
Me  union  of  her  intcrell  with  our  own,  to  cxctte  our  vigilance. 

But  perbaps,  my  Lords,  we  have  had  no  opportunity  of  exerting 
nr  force ;  perhaps  the  fituation  both  of  our  enemies  and  ally  was  fucb, 
Ihat  neidier  the  one  could  be  proteSed,  nor  the  other  oppofed,  by  f 
naval  power ;  and  therefore  our  inactivity  was  the  effect  not  of  w.Bnt 
pf  courage,  but  want  of  opportunity.  ^ 

Though 
L   _  .Cookie 
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Though  our  minifters,  my  Lords,  have  hitherto  given  no  eminent 
proofs  of  geographical  knowledge,  or  of  very  accurate  acquaintance 
'with  the  flate  of  foreign  countries,  yet  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
they  muftat  Tome  timehaveheard  or  read,  that  the HoufeofAuftria  had 
territories  in  Italy;,  they  muft  have  been  informed,  unlefs  their  dif- 
burfements  for  fccret  ferVicc  are  bcftowed  with  very  little  judgment, 
that  againft  thefe  dominions  an  army  has  been  railed  by  the  Spaniards ; 
and  they  muQ  have  difcovered,  partly  by  the  information  of  their 
correfpondents,  partly  by  the  infpe^tion  of  a  map,  and  partly  by  the 
lagacity  which  diftinguiflies  them  from  all  pad  and  prefcnt  minifters, 
that  this  army  wae  to  be  tranfported  by  fca  from  the  coaft  of  Spain  to 
that  of  Italy. 

This  knowledge,  my  Lords,  however  attained,  might  have  fur. 
nifhed  minds,  which  have  always  been  found  fo  fruitful  of  expedients, 
with  a  method  of  hindering  the  defcent  of  the  Spaniflt  troops,  for 
which  nothing  more  was  necelTary  than  that  they  (hould  have  ordered 
Admiral  Haddock,  inftead  of  retiring  before  the  Spanilh  fleet  of  war, 
and  watching  them  only  that  they  might  efcape,  to  lie  ftiU  before 
Barcelona,  where  the  tranfports  were  Rationed,  with  a  convoy  of 
oqly  three  men  of  war,  and  hinder  their  departure. 

I  hope  it  will  be  obfervcd  by  your  Lordfliips,  that  though  the  road 
cf  Barcelona  is  open  and  indefenfible,  though  the  fleet  was  unpro- 
tected by  Ihips  of  force,  and  though  they  lay,  as  I  am  informed,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  guns  on  the  fortifications  upon  the  Qiore,  I 
do  not  require  that  Haddock  fliould  have  deftroyed  the  army  and 
the  Clips. 

I  am  too  well  acquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  lenity  of  our  minif- 
ters  to  the  enemies  of  their  country,  and  am  too  well  convinced  of 
the  prudence  and  tendernefs  of  the  reftriflions  by  which  the  power  of 
our  Admirals  is  limited,  to  expe&  that  our  guns  fhould  be  ever  ufed 
but  in  falutations  of  refpe^,  or  exultations  on  the  conclufion  of  a, 
peace.  I  am  convinced  that  our  minifters  would  (hudder  at  the 
name  of  bloodfiied  and  dcftrudVion,  and  that  they  had  rather  heartliat  ■ 
3  thoufand  merchants  w^re  made  bankrupts  by  privateers,  or  all  our 
allies  deprived  of  their  dominions,  than  that  one  Spanifh  fhip  was  funk 
or  burnt  by  the  navies  of  Britain. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  they  are  willing  to  fpape  the  blond  of  their 

tntmies,  yet  furely  they  might  have  obftruftcd  their  entcrprifts ;  they 
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m^t  have  withheld  tbofe  whom  they  were  unwilling  to  flrike,  and 
have  endeavoured  to  fright  thole  whom  they  determined  never  to  hurt. 
To  rpcak  ja  terms  more  adapted  to  the  Tubjeft  before  us ;  That 
tbe  fleet  of  Spain,  a  fleet  of  tranfpocts  with  fuch  a  convoy,  fliould  lie 
diree  weeks  in  an  open  road,  profisfledly  fitted  out  againft  an  ally 
united  to  us  by  every  tie  of  nature,  and  of  policy,  by  the  folemnity  of 
treades,  and  conformity  of  intercft ;  that  it  {hould  lie  uodiflurbed 
almoft  within  fight  of  a  BritiQi  navy ;  that  it  Aould  lie  there  not  only 
without  danger,  but  without  appreheniion  of  danger,  has  raifed  the 
aftoniflunent  of  ev^ry  nation  in  Europe,  hasblatied  the  reputation  of 
our  arms,  impaired  the  influence  of  our  counfels,  and  weakened  the 
ctedit  <^oiir  publick  &ich. 

There  may  be  fome,  my  Lords,  that  will  impute  this  abfurdity  of 
our  conduct,  this  diCregard  of  our  intereft,  this  defertion  of  our 
alliances,  and  this  neglefl  of  the  moft  apparent  opportunities  of  fuc- 
cefe,  not  to  cowardice  but  treachery,  acaufe  more  deteftable  as  more 
atrocioufly  criminal. 

This  opinion,  my  Lords^  I  think  it  not  neccflajy  to  oppofe,  both 
becaulc  it  cannot  be  charged  with  improbability,  and  becaufe  I  think 
it  loay  be  eafdy  reconciled  with  my  own  aflertions,  for  cowardice 
abroad  produces  treachery  at  home;  and  they  become  traitors  to  their 
country  who  are  hindered  by  cowardice  from  the  profecution  of  her 
intereft,  and  the  oppofition  of  her  enemies.  * 

It  may  however  be  proper  to  declare,  my  Lords,  that  I  do  not  im* 
pute  this  fatal  cowardice  to  thofewhoarc  entrufted  with  the  com- 
mind  of  our  navies,  but  to  thofe  from  whom  they  are  obliged  to  re- 
ceive their  inftru£tions,  and  upon  whom  they  unhappily  depend  for  the 
idvancemcnt  of  theirfortunes. 

It  is  at  leaft  reafonable  to  impute  mifcarriages  rather  to  thofe,  who' 
are  knovrn  to  have  given  formerly  fuch  orders  as  a  brave  Admiral 
periflicd  under  the  ignominious  neceffity  of  obferving,  than  to  thofe 
of  whom  it'cannot  be  faid  that  any  former  part  of  thetr  lives  has  been 
ftained  with  the  reproach  of  cowardice ;  at  leall  it  is  neceffary  to 
fufpend  our  judgment,  till  the  truth  Ihall  be  made  apparent  by  a  rigid 
enquiry;  and  it  is  therefore  proper  to  offer  an  addrefs  in  general 
terms,  by  which  neither  the  actions  or  counfels  of  any  man  ihall 
be  condemned  nor  approved. 

It  would  be  more  unreafonable  to  charge  our  foldicrs  or  our  failors 
nidi  cowardice,  bccauie  they  have  Ihown  even  in  thofe  actions  which 
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bare  iailed  of  ruccefs,  that  they  inifcarriecl  rather  through  temerity 
than  fear;  and  that  whenever  they  are  fufiercd  to  attack  their  cne- 
nics,  tbey  are  ready  to  march  forward  even  where  there  is  no  pof- 
libility  of  returning,  and  that  tbcy  are  only  to  be  withheld  Jtodi  con- 
queft  by  obftacles  which  hutnan  prowefs  cannot  furinount. 

Such}  my  Lords,  was  the  ftate  of  cbofe  heroes  who  died  under  die 
walls  of  Carthagena  j  that  died  in  an  enlerptife  fo  ill  coricerted,  that 
1  ventured  with  no  great  fldll  in  war,  and  without  the  lead  pretence 
to  prcfcicnce,  to  foretel  in  this  Houfe  that  it  would  mifcarry. 

That  it  wmid,  that  it  muft  mifoarry ;  that  it  was  even  intended 
.  only  to  amufe  the  nation  ,with  the  appearance  of  an  expedition,  with- 
out any  defign  of  weakening  our  enemies,  was  eafily  difcovercd  ;  for 
why  eUe,  my  Lords,  was  the  army  compofcd  of  men  newly  drawn 
from  the  fliop,  and  from  the  plough,  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of 
u-ms,  and  ignorant  of  the  very  terms  of  military  diftipline,  when  we' 
had  among  us  large  bodies  of  troops  long  kept  up  under  the  appear- 
ance of  a  regular  eftablifliment,  troops  of  whotri  we  have  long  felt 
the  expence,  but  of  which  the  time  is  not^  it  feems,  yet  come,  ^t 
we  are  to  know  the  ufe. 

Thefe  men,  my  Lords,  who  have  fo  long  praflifcd  the  motions  of 
battle,  and  who  have  given  intheParkfo  many  proofs  of  their  dexterity 
and  aflivity,  who  have  j»t  leaft  learned  to  diftinguifh  the  different 
ibunds  of  the  drum,  and  know  the  faces  and  voices  of  the  fubalterit 
officers  at  leaft,  might  have  been  imagined  better  qualified  for  an 
attempt  upon  a  foreign  kingdom,  than  thofe  who  were  neceJTarily 
firangers  to  every  part  of  the  military  operations,  and  might  have 
been  fent  upon  our  6rft  declaration  of  war,  while  the  new  raifed 
forces  acquired  at  home  the  fame  arts  under  the  fame  infpe^ion. 

But,  my  Lords,  whether  it  vag  imagined  that  new  forces  would  be 
long  before  they  learned  the  implicit  obedience  necelTary  to  a 
foldicr  i  whether  it  was  imagined  that  it  would  not  be  eafy  on  a  fud- 
den  to  collect  troops  of  men  fo  tall  and  weU-proporiloned,  or  fo  well 
fkilled  in  the  martial  arts  of  curling  and  powdering  their  hair;  or 
whether  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  have  deprived  the  other 
Houfe  of  the  councils  and  votes  of  many  worthy  members,  who  had 
at  the  fame  time  a  feat  in  the  fenate,  and  a  commiiEon  in  the  army, 
it  was  thought  ncceflary  to  fend  out  raw  forces  to  attack  our  enemies, 
and  to  keep  our  difciplined  troops  at  honfK  to  awe  the  nation. 

Nor 
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Nor  did  the  minifler,  tny  Lords,  think  it  fuffictent  to  obftrud  the 
expedition  to  America  by  employing  new  raifed  troops^  unlefe  thcf 
verelikewiJcptxced  under  the  command  of  a  man,  who^  though  of 
{udoubtcd  courage,  was,  widi  rerpcA  to  the  conduA  of  an  army,  as 
ignonnt  as  themfelves.  It  was  therefore  determined,  my  Lords, 
diat  all  thofe  officers  who  had  gained  experience  in  former  wars,  and 
poicbafi-d  military  knowledge  by  perTonal  danger,  fliould  be  iiftp^ 
pmiited  and  rejeAed  for  the  iakc  of  advancing  a  man,  who,  as  he  had 
Ttb  fldll,  was  lefs  likely  to  be  fuccefsful,  and  was  therefore  more 
proper  to  diredi  an  expedition  ptopoTed  only  to  intimidate  die 
Biitifli  nation. 

That  the  event  was  fuch  as  might  be  expelled  from  the  means, 
your  Lordfliips  need  not  to  be  informed,  nor  can  it  be  queftioned 
mb  what  Intentions  thefe  means  were  contrived. 

I  ajn  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  charging  our  minifters  widi  igno* 
ranee,  or  upbruding  them  with  miftakes  on  this  occafion,  for  their 
«b<dc  conduit  has  been  uniform,  and  all  their  fchems  confiftent  with 
cat^  other  j  nor  do  I  doubt  their  knowledge  of  tlie  confcqucnce  of 
Aeir  meafures,  fo  hr  as  it  was  t«be  forefcen  by  human  prudence. 
■  Whether  they  have  carried  on  negotiations,  or  made  war  j  whether 
Ibcybave  conducted  our  own  affairs,  or  thofe  of  our  aHy  the  Queen 
of  Hungary,  dkey  have  ftill  difcovered  the  fame  intention,  and  pro- 
moted it  by  the  lame  means.  They  have  fullered  the  Spanifh  fleets 
to  (ail  firft  for  fupplics  from  one  port  to  another,  and  then  from  Ae 
cotfts  of  Spain  to  thofe  of  America.  They  have  permitted  the 
Epniards, without  oppofition,to  land  in  Italy,  when  it  was  not  necef- 
bry  even  to  withhold  them  from  it  by  any  actual  violence  j  for  had 
the  fleet,  my  Lords,  been  under  my  command,  I  would  have  onl^ 
feat  die  Spanifh  admiral  a  prohibition  to  fail,  and  am  fure  it  would 
have  been  obferved. 

They  have  negleSed  to  purchafe  the  friendship  of  the  King  of 
Prsffia,  which  might  perhaps  have  been  obtained  upon  eafy  terms, 
but  which  they  ought  to  have  gained  at  whatever  race ;  and  to  can- 
dude,  we  have  been  lately  informed  that  the  neutrality  is  figned. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  condu£t  of  the  minillry,  by  which  it  cannot 
bf  denied  that  we  arc  involved  in  many  difficulties,  and  expofed  to  ' 
great  contempt }  but  from  this  contempt  we  may  recovpr,  and  dif-   ' 
•mangle  ourielves  from  thefe  difficulties  by  a  vigorous  profecution  of 
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meafures  oppofite  to  thofe  by  which  we  have  bMn  reduced  to  our 
prefent  ftatp.  _      . 

If  we  confider  without  that  confufion  which  ^ar  natuuJiy-pro- 
duces,  the  circumiVances  of  our  affairs,  it  will  appear  that  we  have 
opportunities  in  our  hands  of  recovering  our  loffcs,  and  re-eftablifliing 
our  repatation ;  thofe  lofTes  which  have  been  fufiered  while  we  had 
two  hundred  Ihips  of  war  at  fea,  which  have  permitted  three  hundred 
merchant  Ihips  to  be  taken  ;  and. that  reputation  which  has  been  de- 
ftroyed  when  there  was  no  temptation  either  to  a  compliance  with 
our  enemies,  or  to  a  defertion  of  our  friends. 

It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  we  make  war  at  prefent  rather 
with  the  Queen  than  the  pfeople  of  Spain;  and,  it  is  reafonabU  to 
conclude,  that  a  war  carried  on  contrary  to  the  general  good»  and 
againft  the  general  (pinion,  cannot  be  lafting. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Spaniards,  whenever  they  have  been  attacked 
by  men  acquainted  with  the  fcience  of  war,  and  furnlfhed  with  necef- 
fery  ftores  for  hoftile  attempts,  have  difcovered  either  ignorance  or 
cowardice,  and  have  either  fled  meanly  or  refifted  unfltilfully. 

It  is  therefore  probable,  my  Lords,  that  either  our  enemies  will 
4efift  from  the  profecution  of  a  war,  which  few  of  them  approve  i  or 
that  we^ihall  by  vigorous  defcents  upon  their  coafts,and  their  colonies, 
the  interruption  of  their  trade,  and  the  diminution  of  their  forces, 
foon  compel  them  to  receive  pcaceupon  our  own  term*. 

But  thefe  advantages,  my  Lords,  are  only  to  be  exposed  from  a 
change  of  condufl,  which  change  can  never  be  produced  by  a  feeming 
approbation  of  the  pad  meafures.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
we  ought  to  addrefs  the  throne  in  general  terms,  according  to  the 
^iicient  practice  of  this  Houfe. 

In  con&dering  the  Addrefs  propofed,  I  cannot  but  conclude  that  tt 
is  too  much  diffufed,  and  that  it  would  be  more  forcible  if  it  was 
more  concife  :  to  Ihortcn  it  will  be  no  difficult  talk,  by  the  omiffion 
of  all  theclaufes  that  corrcfpond  with  particular  parts  6f  HisMajefty'i 
fpeech,  which  I  cannot  difcovcr  the  ncceflity  of  repeating. 

In  the  congratulation  to  His  Majefty  upon  his  return  to  his  once 
glorious  dominions,  no  Lord  fliall  concur  more  readily  or  more 
zealoufly  than  myfelf  ^  nor  fliall  I  even  deny  to  extend  my  compli- 
ments [o  the  minifl:ry,  when  it  Ihall  appear  that  they  deferve  them'; 
but  I  am  never. willing  to  be  lavilh  of  praifc,  becaule  it  becomes  lefi 
valuable  by  being  prodigally  bellowed ;  and  on  occalions  To  important 
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is  this,  I  can  never  confent  to  praife  before  I  have  examined,  becaule 
enquiry  comes  too  late  after  approbation. 

Lord  Cholmondeley  rofe  next,  and  fpolce  to  this  efied :— My 
Lords,  If  the  dangers  that  threaten  our  happinels  and  our  fafety  be 
fiich  as  diey  have  been  reprefented ;  if  ambitnn  has  extended  her' 
power  almoft  bcjond  a  poffibility  of  refinance,  and  oppreffion,  elated 
Inth  fuccefs,  begins  to  defign  no  lefs  than  the  univerlal  Havery  of 
inankind  ;  if  the  powers  of  Europe  ftand  aghaft  at  the  calamities 
which  hang  over  them,  and  liften  with  helplefs  confufion  to  that  ftorm 
which  they  can  neither  avoid  nor  refift,  how  ought  our  conduct  to 
be  influenced  by  this  uncommon  ftatc  of  affairs  ?  Ought  we  not  to 
Catch  the  alarm  while  it  is  poffibie  to  make  preparation  againft  the 
danger  ?  Ought  we  not  to  improve,  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  the 
important  interval  P  to  unite  our  counfels  for  the  prote^on  of  liberty, 
iod  exert  all  our  influence  againfl  the  common  enemies  of  fociety, 
Ae  unwearied  difturbers  of  the  tranquility  of  mankind  i 

To  what  purpofe,  my  Lords,  are  the  miferies  that  the  prefent 
fliftraAions  of  Europe  may  bring  upon  us,  fo  pathetically  defcribed. 
and  fo  accurately  enumerated,  if  they  are  to  produce  no  efied  upoii 
cwr  counfels  ?  And  what  eHe£t  can  be  wiflied  from  them,  but  unani- 
mity^ with  that  vigour  and  difpatch  which  are  its  natural  conft- 
queoccsi  and  that  fuccefs  with  which  fteadinefs  atid  expedition  are 
generally  i^watded } 

It  might  be  hoped,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  have  fo  clear  a  viei* 
of  our  prelentembaFraflinents,  and  whofe  fagacity  and  acutenets  expofc 
thun  to  a  fenfibility  of  future  miferies,  perhaps  more  painful  than 
would  be  excited  by  any  prefent  and  real  calamities,  Ihould  not  bt 
tiius  tortured  to  no  purpofe.  Every  piffioni  my  Lords,  has  its  propec 
ohjed  by  which  it  may  be  laudably  gratiiicd,  and  every  difpolition  of  ' 
i^itd  may  be  direSed  toufeful  ends>  The  true  ufe  of  that  forcfight 
of  future  events,  with  which  feme  great  capacities  are  fo  eminendy 
endowed,  is  that  of  producing  caution  and  fuggefting  expedientt. 
What  advantage,  my  Lords,  would  it  be  to  navigators,  that  theit 
{nloc  could  by  any  preternatural  power  difcover  fands  or  rocks,  if  he 
was  too  negligent  or  too  ftubborn  to  turn  the  vefiel  out  of  the  danger  I 
Or  bow,  my  Lords,  to  purfue  the  comparifon,  would  that  pilot  be 
treated  by  the  crew,  who,  after  having  informed  them  of  their  ap^ 
proacb  to  a  Ihoal  or  whirlpool,  and  fct  before  them,  with  all  his  thetOH 
tick,  the  horrors  of  a  fhipwreck,  Ibould,  inftead  of  dire^ng  them  to 
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avoid  deftrudion,  and  affifting  theic  endeavours  fbnc  their  comimon 
Cafctj,  amule  tbem  with  the  mifcvrtages  of  peft  voyages,  and  the 
plunders  and  ftt^dity  of  tfaeir  former  pilot  i 

Wbedicr  any  parallel  can  be  formed  between  fuch  iU-timed  latire, 
aad  wild  DufconduO,  and  the  manner  in  which  your  -  lordibipfi  have 
been  treated  on  tkis  occaiion,  it  ts  not  my  province  to  determine, 
ilor  have  I  any  other  dcUgn  than  to  fliow  that  the  only  proper  coq- 
dufl  in  time  of  real  danger  is  preparation  againfi  it,  and  that  wit  and 
eloquence  themfelves,  if  employed  to  any  other  purpofe,  li^  their 
excellence^  becaufe  they  loft  their  propriety. 

It  docs  not  appear,  my  Lords,  that  the  Addreis  now  propofed  in- 
cludes any  approbation  of  paft  meafures,  and  thereibrc  it  is  oeedlefs  -  to 
cn<iuire  on  tUs  occafion  whether  the  condud  of  our  Minifters  or  Ad- 
mirals defcrves  praife  or  ccnfure. 

It  dees  not  apfiear,  my  Lords,  that  by  cenfuring  any  part  of  our 
late  conduct '  however  detrimental  to  the  publick  It  may  at  prdent  b« 
iou^ined,  any  of  our  toHes  will  be  repaired,  or  any  part  of  our  re- 
putation retrieved ;  and  therefore,  fuch  proceedings  would  only  retard 
our  counfels,  and  divert  our  thoughts  from  more  important  confi- 
derations ;  confiderations  which  his  Majeftybas  recommended  to  us, 
and  which  cannot  be  more  ftrongly  prefled  upon  us  than  by  the  noble 
Lord  w1k>  oppo&d  the  motion ;  for  he  moft  powcrfutly  ipcites  to 
unanimity  and  attention,  who  mod  ftrongly  reprelents  the  danger  of 
our  fitiiation.  , 

Of  the  good  ef&ds  of  publick  confultations,  I  need  not  obferw, 
my  Lords,  that  they  arifc  from  the  joint  cndeBvaur  of  many  undcr- 
ftandiogs  co-operatiag  to  the  fame  end ;  ftom  the  rcafonings  and  ob- 
(ervations  of  many  individu^ds  of  difierent  ftudies,  inclinations  »ai 
ex(>erience,  all  dire&ed  to  the  illuftration  of  the  iame  qucftion,  trtiick 
is  therefore  fo  accurately  difcuHcd,  fo  varionfly  illuftratcd,  andfik 
amply  dilpLayed,  that  a  more  comprebcnlive  view  is  obtainsd  vf  its 
relations  and  confequences,  than  can  be  hoped  from  the  witton  or 
Jinewled^e  of  any  Angle  man. 

But  this  advanuge,  my  Lords,  ean  only  be  expeded  from  union 
and  concurrence;  for  when  the  different  members  of  a  national 
council  enter,  with  different  defigns,  and  exert  their  abilitrea  not  To 
much  to  promote  any  general  purptrfes,  as  tojSbviate  the  meaTuns, 
and  confiite  the  arguments  of  each  other,  the  public  is  deia-ived  of  aU 
the  benefit  that  might  be  eiqie^d  from  the  colhrftiTr  wiftlom  of 
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aflctaWiw,  whatever  may  he  the  capadty  of  thofc  who  compofe  them. 
The  fenate  thus  dfrided  and  difturhed,  will  perhaps  conclude  with  lefs 
-pnidence  than  any  fingle  member,  as  any  man  may  more  eafily  difco- 
Tcr  (nith  without  aififtance,  than  when  others  of  equal  abilities  art 
employed  in  perplexing  his  enquiries,  and  interrupting  the  operations 
oThis  mind. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  might  be  fafer  for  a  nation,  even  in  time  iSf 
terror  and  difordcr,  to  be  deprived  of  the  coiinfels  of  this  Houfe,  than 
to  nmftde  in  the  determinations  of  an  alTembly  not  uniform  in  its 
views^  jior  connefled  in  its  interefts ;  an  ailcmbly  from  which  little 
ran  be  hoped  by  thofe  who  obferve  that  it, cannot,  without  a  tedio<ls 
debate,  prolonged  mth  all  the  heat  of  oppolition,  difpatch  the  firft 
and  moft  cnrfory  part  of  pubticic  bufineft, — an  Addrefs  tohisMajefty. 

It  has  been  for  a  long  rime  a  prance  too  ^quent,  to  confourid 
paft  with  pretent  quftions,  to  perplex  every  debate  by  an  endlefs 
multiplication  of  objefte,  and  to  obftruA  our  determinarions  by  fob- 
fHtuling  ore  enquiry  in  the  place  oP  another. 

The  only  queftion,  my  Lords,  now  before  us  is,  whether  the  A'd- 
ink  which  die  noble  Lord  propofed,  implies  any  commendation  of 
paft  meafures,  not  whether  thofe  meafures  dcferve  to  be  commended; 
which  is  an  enquiry  not  at  prefent  to  be  purfucd,  becaafe  we  have  not 
now  before  us  the  means  of  attaining  lattsfaAion  in  it,  and  which 
oo^t  therefore  to  he  delayed  till  it  fliall  be  your  Lordfliips  pleafute 
to  appoint  a  day  for  examining  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  to  demand 
ftde  letters,  tnffrudions,  and  memorials,  which  are  neceJEu'y  to  aa 
accurate  and  fcnatorial  dtfquifition. 

In  the  mean  time,  lince  it  is  at  lesift  as  expedient  for  me  to  vindt- 
TOe,  as  for  others  to  accufe  thofe  of  whofe  condud  neither  they  ■  nor 
I  hive  yet  any  regular  cognilance,  and  I  may  juftly  exfiSt  from  the 
cindoor  of  your  Lordfliips,  that  you  will  be  no  lefs  willing  to  heir 
laapologift  than  a  cenfurer,  I  Will  venture  to  fufpend  the  true  qud*-  . 
tion  a  few  moments,  to  juftify  that  conduQ  which  has  been  fo  wan- 
tenly  and  fo  contcmptuouJly  derided. 

That  the  prefervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  my  Lords,  ought 
to  engage  the  cloftft  attendon  to  the  Bririfb  nation,  is  freely  cod- 
ftfid.  It  is  evident  that'by  no  other  means  our  commerce,  our  lU 
^eity,  tx  our  rriigion  can  be  fecured,  or  the  Houle  df  Bourbon  re* 
Stained  from  overwhelming  tiie  univerfe.  It  is  allowed  that  die 
^l?tm  of -Hwtgiry  has  a  ctaitn  to  our  affiftance  by  other  tics  thai 
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thofc  of  intereft  j  that  it  was  promifcd  upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  and 
it  is  demanded  by  the  loudcft  calls  of  honour,  jullice  and  compafficm. 
And  did  It  not  appear  too  juvenUe  and  romandc,  I  might  add,  that 
her  peribnal  excelicncies  are  fuch  as  might  call  armies  to  her  affift- 
ance  from  the  rcmoteli  corners  of  the  earth  ;  that  her  conftancy  in 
the  affertion  of  her  rights  might  animate"  every  generous  mind  with 
equal  firmnefs ;  and  her  intrepidity  in  the  midft  of  danger  and  diftrefs, 
when  every  day  brings  accounts  of  new  encroachments,  and  evtiy 
new  encroachment  difcourages  thofe  from  whom  (he  may  claim  at 
liftance  from  declaring  in  her  favour,  might  infpire  with  ardour  for 
her  prefervation  all  thofe  in  whom  virtue  can  excite  reverence,  or 
whom  calamities  unjuftly  intli^cd  can  touch  with  indignation. 

Nor  am  I  afraid  to  affirm,  my  Lords,  that  the  condition  of  this 
iUuftrious  Princefs  raifcd  all  thele  emotions  in  the  Court  of  Britain, 
and  that  the  vigour  of  our  proceedings  will  appear  proportioned  to 
our  ardour  for  her  fuccels.  No  fooner  was  die  true  flate  of  afiatrs  jn- 
contcftably  known,  than  twelve  thoufand  auxiliary  troops  were  hired, 
and  commanded  to  march  to  her  aHillance,  but  her  aiFairs  making  it 
more  eligible  for  her  to  employ  her  own  fubjci^  in  her  defence,  and 
the  want  of  money  being  the  only  obilacle  that  hindered  her  fromi 
raifmg  armies  proportioned  to  thole  of  her  enemies,  fhe  required, 
that  inftead  of  troops  a  fupply  of  money  might  he  fent  her,  with 
which  his  Majefty  willingly  complied. 

The  Britilb  minifteu  in  the  mean  time  endeavoured,  by  the 
flrongeft  arguments  and  mod  importunate  folicitations,  to  animate 
her  allies  to  equal  vigour,  or  to  procure  her  afllAance  from  othex 
powers  whole  intereft  was  more  remotely  atFcAcd  by  her  diArels;  if 
th^efTeiits  of  their  endeavours  are  not  yet  manifeft,  it  cannot  be  im- 
puted to  the  want  either  of  iiiicerity  or  diligence;  and  if  any  other 
powers  Ihould  be  perfuadcd  to  arm  in  the  common  caufe^  it  ought  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  in£uence  of  the  firitifh  counfcls. 

In  the  profecutioii  of  the  war  with  Spain,  it  does  not  appear,  my 
Lords,  that  any  meafures  have  been  negkded,  which  prudence,  or 
bravery,  or  experience  could  be  expei5ted  to  didtatc.  If  we  have  fuf- 
icred  greater  lolTes  than  we  expelled,  if  our  enemies  have  been  fome- 
,tinies  favoured  by  the  winds,  or  fometimes  have  been  fo  happy  as  ti^ 
conceal  their  defigns,  and  elude  the  diligence  of  our  commander^ 
who  is  to  be  cenfured  I  or  what  is  to  be  concluded,  but  that  t^c^L 
never  was  denied,  that  the  chance  of  war  is  uocertain,  that  me^ 
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are  inclined  to  make  fallacious  calculations  of  the  probabilities  of  fu- 
ture events,  and  that  our  enemies  may  fomctdmei  be  as  artful,  as 
£lig«it,  and  as  fagactous  as  eurlelves  ) 

It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  Britifli  people,  my  Lord*,  if  the 
general  opinion  may  be  coltoAsd  from  the  clamours  and  expectations 
which  every  m^  has  had  opportunities  of  obferving,  that  in  declaring. 
■WW  upon  Spain,  we  only  engaged  to  chaftifc  the  infolence  of  a 
ration  of  helplefs  lavages,  who  might  indeed  rob  and  murder  a  de- 
ftncelels  trader,  but  who  could  only  hold  up  their  hands  and  cry  out 
fcr  mercy,  or  fkulk  in  fecret  creeks  and  ur;fret]uented  coalVs,  when 
Hups  of  war  Ihould  be  fitted  out  againft  them.  They  imagined.  that> 
the  fortifications  of  the  Spanifh  citadels  would  be  abandoned  at  the 
bftlbund  of  cannon,  and  that  their  armies  would  turn  their  backs 
>l  the  fight  of  the  ftandard  of  Britain.   - 

It  was  not  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  the  greateft  part  of  our 
tnde  was  carried  on  in  fight  of  the  Spanifli  cojftt,  and  that  our 
meichants  muft  be  confcquently  expofcd  to.iijceflant  molcftationfrora 
light  veflcis,  which  our  fhips  of  war  could  not  purfue  over  rocks  and : 
fliallowi.  It  was  not  Ibfficiently  confidercd,  that  a  trading  Qatioa 
muft  always  make  war  widi  a  nation,  that  has  fewer  merchants, 
under  the  diladvantage  of  being  more  expo&d  to  the  rapacity  of  pri- 
*Ue  sdventuren.  How  much  we  had  to  fear  on  this  account  was 
Ibewn  m  by  the  late  war  with  France,  in  which  the  privateers  of  a 
fcwpetty  ports,  injured  the  comoMrce  of  this  nation,  more  thai)  their 
iBighty  navies  and  celebrated  admirals. 

My  Lords,  it  would  very  little  become  ^is  auguft  Aflembly,  this 
Aflembly  fb renowned  for  wifdom,  andfor  juflice,  to  cotifound  wyt- 
of  prudence  with  want  of  fuccefs,  fince  on  many  occafions  the  wifeft- 
MaTures  may  be  defeated  by  accidents .wtucb  couldnot  be  forcfccn} , 
&>ce  they  may  fometimes  be  difcovered  by  defcrters,  oe  fpies,  and 
fuietimcs  eluded  by  an  enemy  equally  ftjlful  with  ourfelva  in  the  ' 
lowccofwar.  ,  , 

That  aoy  of  th^  apologies  are  necefluy  to  the  adminiflration,  I 
■■  fu  from  intending  Co  infmuate,  for  I  know  not  that  we  have 
Uedof  fiicccfs  in  any  of  our  defigns,  except  the  attack  of  Cartha- 
E»S  cf  whidi  the  nufcarriage  cannot  at  ipi&  be  imjAited  to  the  mi- ; 
^'^  i  nor  is  it  evident  that  any  other  caufes  of  it  are  to  be  al&gned 
■but  die  difficulty  of  the  eeterprife  :  asd  when,  my  Lords,  did  any 
m^make  war,  without  experiencing  foipe  dil3i>poiatinents  f 


TheSt  oAnfidtffahoDs,  my  Lordt,  I  have  thought  axykM  obliged^  by. 
injr  regard  to  truth  mkI  juA(ce)  to  lay  before  ypu,  todiSpate  tborefuf- 
picions  and  that  anxiety  which  might  have  aiifen  from  a  diSerent 
repreftntatton  of  our  Itte  rocafurcs ;  fot  Icannot<  but  once  more  ob- 
ftrve,  ^t  a  vindication  of  the  oonduft  of  the  miniflrjr  it  by.  no  means 
S' neceSary  preparative  to  the  Addrefs  pR^fed.  * 

T^e  Addrefi  ^riuchwislb  modeflly  offered  to- your  Lordfl)i|£,.caii- 
not  be  (aid'  to  oontain  any  Dlore  than  a-  general  anfwcr  to  his  Ma- 
jefly's  fpeech,  and  fuch  deolantti«Mis  of' our  dutyaod  afiedion,  as  are 
always  due  to  our  Sovereign,  and  alw:^'  expe£ted  by  him  on  Aich 
OCcsfions. 

If  ourialties^have  boea  nogle^ad  or  betrayed,  my  Lords,  we  ffaaU- 
,befti)l  at  llbetty'  to  difattver  and  to  puniih  negligenoe  b  detrimentBl,, 
and  treachery  fo  reproachful  to  the  BiitiQl  nation.  If  in  the  war 
sgaltift'  Spain  m-had  iailed  <tf  fucccfe,  we  fball  ftiU  refervc  io  our  ovn 
hmds'tho  fight-t^  enquiring  vhether  we  were  unfitooefrf'ul  by  the 
filperiority  of  our  enemiM,  or  by  our  own  fault  j  whetbee  our  com- 
lAandtn' wanted  otAmSt  or  negle&d  to  obey  dwm-i,  fjar  whatolaule' 
cm  beproducedin  die  Addreli  by  which  any  of  thcfoeoquiriescanbe 
ftippi^  to  be''  iwedetermincd  ^ 

lUt-us  therefore  rnnembeCi-  my  Lords,  tbsdai^er<tf  our  prefeot 
flwc;  dnd  the- nec«ffl^  offieadinc&,  vigour  andwifdom  for  our  own- 
prefervation  and  ttMt  of  Europe;  let  us  conTiiler  dut  publick.  wifilom: 
is-  the  refidt-  of  uaited«ounicl»,  and  fteadineJs  and  vigour,  of  united 
influence  j  let  us  remember  that  our  example  nay  be  of  oyjal  ub 
with  our  afliftanco,  and  that  both  the  allies  and  the  fubje^  of  Great 
Bt%ain  will  be  conjoined  by  our  union,  and  diftraf^ed  by  our  divi- 
fions  J  and  let  ur  therefore  endeavouc  to  promote  the  general  iiUerefl 
of  the  world,  by  an  unanimous-  Addrefe  to  his  MajeHy  in  the  teran 
propofcd  by  die  noble  Lord. 

Lord  Taibot  fpoke  in  the  following  monneF : — My  Lords,  after 
the  difplay  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  and  the  account  of  tbs 
mcafures  of  the  firirifh'  minifters,  which  the  nobib  Loid  who  fpoko 
againft  the  motion  has  laid  before  you,  there  i*  litde  iwoeffity  for  - 
another  attempt  to  convince  you  Out  eur  libtvty  and  the  liberty  of 
Europe  are  in  danger,  or  of  diftutbiing  your  rcfle^bons  by  aaolbn- 
enumeration  of  follies  and  misforturtes-. 

To  mention  thefUly  ofour  mebAirK'  »  fupet^oous-IikewUefoe 
another  reafdn:    They  who-do  not  alrefldy  acknowledge  it  may  h» 
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jofijr  AifpeSed  of  fuppreffing  their  convifiion ;  for  bow  can  it  be 
p^>lc,  that  they  who  cannot  produce  a  Tingle  inftance  of  wnrdom  or 
fattinide,  who  cannot  {Kunt  out  one  enterprife  wilely  concerted  and 
liiccc&full;  executed,  can  yet  flncerely  declare,  that  nothing  has  been 
omitted  whici  tfur  intercft  required  i 

The  meafu'reft,  my  Lords,  which  are  now  pitrTucd,  are  die  lame 
whidi  for  twenty  months  have  k^  the  whole  nation  in  continue 
(Uuibaoce,  and  have  raifed  the  indignation  of  every  man*  whole 
prirate  intereft  was  not  promoted  by  them.  Thefe  meafures  cannot 
be  laid  to  be  raflily  cenfurcd,  or  condemned  before  they  are  leen  in 
thdr  iiill  extent,  or  expanded  into  all  their  conlcqucnces  j  for  they 
,  lla*e  been  prolecuted,  my  Lords,  with  all  the  confidence  of  authority, 
and  aU  the  perfcverance  of  obftinacy,  without  any  other  oppofitien 
tbn  fruitless  claowurs,  or  petitions  unregarded.  And  n^at  confe- 
qacnces  have  they  produced  P  What  but  poverty  and  diftradioos  at 
booK,  and  the  contempt  and  tnfults  of  foreign  powers  f  What  but 
Ac  ncceffity  of  retrieving  by  war  the  lolTcs  fuftained  by  timorous  and 
£1uory  negotiations ;  and  the  mifcarriagis  of  a  war,  in  which  only 
fbily  and  f:owirdice  have  involved  us  ? 

Nodiii}g,  my  Lords,  is  more  aftonilhing,  than  dut  it  IhouU  bt 
afleited  in  diis  Allembly  that  we  have  no  ill  fuccefs  to  complun  of. 
Might  we  not  hope  for  fuccefs,  if  we  have  calculated  the  events  of 
war,  and  made  4  fuitable  preparation  i-  And  how  is  this  to  be  doai> 
bat  by  comparing  our  forces  with  that  of  our  eiwmy,  who  mull  un- 
doabtedly  be  qiorc  or  Icfs  formidable  according  to  the  propordon 
wiuch  his  treafurcs  and  his  troops  bear  to  our  own  i 

Upon  the  afliiraoce  of  Che  certainty  of  this  pra^ltce,  upon  tbe^vi- 
dence,  my  Lords,  of  arithmetical  .demonftration,  we  were  incline*} 
to  believe,  that  the  power  of  Britain  was  not  to  be  refifled  by  SpaiQ, 
fnd  therefiare  demanded  that  our  merchants  Ihould  be  no  longer 
fiondeied,  iofulted,  impri(bne4  ajid  tortured  ^by  fo  defptcablc  w 

I  That  we  did  not  forelee  all  Ae  conlequencet  of  this  demand,  w< 
i  tR  DOW  ready  to  confois ;  we  did  not  conjedure  that  new  troopt 
VDold  be  rai^  for  the  invafion  of  the  Spanilh  dominions,  only  that 
ve  might  he  reduced  to  the  level  with  our  enemies*  We  did  not 
tna^nc  tiiat  die  fupcfiority  of  our  nav>l  force  would  produce  n9 
Olhet  coofcquence  dian  an  inequalt^  <^  e^tpence,  and  that  the  royal 
otnnflf  Britm  mwM  be  equipped  toly  £u  Qtew,  only  to  barni& 
C4  tfa« 
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tbe  failprs  with  the  hateful  moleftst'ian  of  an  imprefs,  and  to  weaken 
ihe  crews  of  our  mercantile  veflels,  that  they  might  be  mote  eafily 
taken  by  die  privateers  of  Spain. 

We  did  not  expc<^,  my  Lords,  that  our  navies  would  fail  out 
under  the  command  (rf  admirals  renowned  for  bravery,  knowledge, 
and  vigilance,  and  float  upon  the  ocean  without  defign,  or  enter 
ports  and  leave  them,  equally  inoffenfive  a»  a  packet-boat,  or  petty 
trader. 

But  not  to  fpeak  any  longer,  my  Lords,  in  terms  fo  little  fuited  tq 
fhe  importance  of  the  queftion  which  I  am  endeavouring  (o  elf  ar, 
or  to  the  enormity  of  the  conduct  which  I  attempt  to  expofe ;  the- 
fuccefs  of  war  is  only  to  he  eftimated  by  the  advantages  which  are 
gained,  in  proportion  to  the  lofs  which  is  fiiffered  ;  of  which  lofs  the 
"expences  occafioned  by  the  war  are  always  the  chief  part,  and  of 
which  it  is  therefore  ufiial,  at  the  concliifion  of  a  peace,  for  th^ 
conquered  power  to  promife  the  payment. 

Let  us  examine,  my  Lords,  in  confequcnce  of  this  pofttion,  the 
fuccefs  of  our  prefcnt  war^gainft  Spain  -,  let  us  confider  what  each 
nation  has  fufFered,  and  it  will  eafily  appear  how  juftly  we  boaft  of 
our  vrifdpm.and  vigour. 

'it  is  not  on  this  occafion  necei&ry  to  form  minute  calculations, 
or  to  compute  the  expcnce  of  every  company  of  foldiers  and  fquadror) 
of  fiiips  ;  it  is  only  ncccfEiry  to  aflert,  what  will  I  hope  not  be  very 
read'Oy  dcnic[l,  even  by  thofe  whom  daily  praiflice  of  abfurd  apologies 
has  rendered  impregnable  by  the  force  of  truth,  that  fiich  expences 
as  have  neither  contributed  to  our  own  defence,  nor  to  the  difadvan- 
tagc  of  the  Spaniards,  have  been  thrown  away. 
'  "fl  this  be  granted,'my  Lords,  it  will  appear,  that  no  nation  ever 
beheld  Its  treafures  fo  profufelyfqirandered,  ever  paid  taxes  fo  willing- 
ly, and  fo  patiently  faw  them  perverted ;  for  it  cannot,  my  Lords, 
be  provefl,  that  any  part  of  our  preparations  has  produced  a  pro- 
portionate effci^;  but  it  may  be  readily  fiiewnhow  many  fleets  have 
been  equipped  only  that  the  merchants  might  want  Jailors,  and  that 
the  public  flores  might 'be  confumed. 

'  As  to  oiir  ill  fuccefs  in  America,  which  has  been  imputed  only  to 
the  chance  of  war,  it  will  be  reafonabic,  my  Lords,  to  afcribe  to 
other  caufcs  fo  rnuch  of  it  as  might  have  been  prevented  by  a  more 
fttedy  rvinforcsni^nt  of  Vernon,  or  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  arifen 
' .  ■  .-     -  ^^^^^ 
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froo  the  inexperience  of  our  trot^-  and  the  cfcape  of  the  Spaiuirds 
fnm  TtuA. 

If  our  fleets  ba4  been  lent  more  early  into  that  part  of  the  world, 
itc  Spaniards  would  have  had  no  time  co  flrength^n  their  garrifons  { 
M  our  troops  been  acquainted  with  difcipline,  the  attack  would 
^Tc  been  made  with  greater  judgment ;  and  had  not  die  Spaniards 
ffnped  from  Ferol,  we  fhould  have  had  no  enemy  in  America  to 
encounter.  Had  all  our  miniflers  and  all  our  admirals  done  their 
datj,  it  is  evident  that  not  only  Carthagena  had  been  taken,  but 
Aa  half  the  dontinions  of  Spain  might  now  have  owned  the  loTe- 
ingnty  of  the  crown  of  Britain. 

This,  my  Lords,  may  be  obferved  of  the  only  enterpVize,  whidl 
it  is  reafonable  tp  believe  was  in  reality  intended  againft  the  Spaiuarda, 
if  even  of  this  our  minifters  had  not  before  contrived  the  defeat.  But 
ofsU  the  reft  of  our  armaments  it  does  not  appear  that  any  eSei3  has 
been  felt  but  by  ourfelves,  it  cannot  be  difcovered  that  they  evea 
niSei  any  alarms  or  anxiety  either  in  our  enemies  or  their  allies,  by^ 
9haai  perhaps  it  was  known  that  they  were  «nly  defigned  as  pnnifll- 
ments  for  the  merchants  of  Britain.  - 

That  our  merchants  have  already  been  feverely  chaftifed  for  their 
infolence  |n  complaining  of  their  loUcs,  and  their  temerity  in  ruling 
jn  dke  nation  a  regard  for  its  commerce,  its  honour,  and  its  rights, 
is  evident  from  a  dreadful  lift  of  three  hundred  fhips  taken  by  the 
Spaniards,  Ibfne  of  which  were  abandoned  by  their  convoys,  and 
odicrs  leized  within  light  of  the  coafts  of  Britain. 

It  may  be  urged,  my  I^ords,  that  the  Spaniards  have  likewife  loS: 
1  great  number  of  veiTels  i  but  what  elfe  could  they  exped  when 
tfwy  engaged  in  a  war  againjl  the  greateft  naval  povrer  of  the  uni- 
verfe?  And  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Spaniards  have  this 
conlidation  in  their  misfortunes  that  of  their  {hips  none  have  been 
drieited  by  their  convoys,  or  wilfully  cxpofed  to  capture  by  being 
robbed  of  their  crews,  to  fupply  fbips  of  war  with  idle  bands. 

The  Spaniards  will  Hkewife  confider,  that  they  have  not  harried 
dwir  fubje£ls  for  the  protection  of  their  trade ;  that  they  have  not 
ftted  out  fleets  only  to  amufe  the  populace.  They  comfort  them- 
felves  with  the  hope,  that  the  Britons  will  foon  be  reduced  to  a  ftate 
ofweaknefs  below  them felves,  and  wait  patiently  for  the  tim:  in 
^ch  die  maftcrs  of  the  fea  (hall  receive  from  them  the  regulation 
^  tlieir  commerce  and  the  limits  of  their  navigation. 
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Nor  can  it  be  doubtsd,  my  Lords,  but  that  hy  adhering  to  thefil 
meaAires,  our  minjfters  will  in  a  fliort  time  gratify  their  hopes ;  kg 
whttfoever  be  the  difference  between  the  power  of  two  contending 
nations,  if  the  richer  fpends  its  treafurcs  without  etk&,  and  expofea 
it»  troops  to  unhealthy  climates  and  imprt^cable  expeditions,  whll« 
the  wekkcr  is  psrrimonipus  and  prudent,  they  muft  fbon  be  brougbt 
ttr  an  equality  i  and  by  continuing  tbc  feme  condufl,  the  weaker 
power  muft  at  Icn^h  pi^cvail. 

That  this  has  been  hitherto  the  ftatc  of  the  war  between  firitain 
and  Spnn,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  prove  to  your  Lordfhips  j  itiszp* 
parent,  that  the  expences  of  the  Spaniards  have  been  far  Icfs  (baa 
ittofe  of  Britain  I  and  therefore  if  we  fliould  fuppofe  th^adual  lofles 
•f  war  equal,  we  are  only  wearing  out  our  force  in  ulelefs  cfForts, 
and  our  enemies  grow  every  da^  comparatively  ftronger. 

Bnt,  my  Lords,  let  us  not  flatter  ourfelves  ^at  our  ^ual  lofiH 
bavebccn  equal ;  let  us,  before  we  determine  this  queition,  accurately 
compare  the  number  and  the  value  of  our  Ihips  and  cargoes  with 
tbofe  of  the  Spaniards,  and  fee  on  which  fide  the  lofs  will  fall. 

And  let  us  not  forget,  what  in  all  the  calculations  which  I  bare 
yet  ktn  on  either  part  has  been  totally  overlooked,  the  number  of 
men  killed,  or  captives  in  the  Britifh  and  Spanifh  dominions.  Men, 
my  Lords,  are  at  once  flirength  and  riches  \  and  therefore  it  is  to  be 
confidered,  that  the  moft  irreparable  lots  which  ^ny  nation  can  fuftain 
is  the  diminution  of  its  people :  Money  may  be  repaid,  and  com- 
merce may  be  recovered,  even  liberty  may  be  regained,  but  the  Uifs 
of  people  can  never  be  retrieved.  Even  the  twentieth  generation 
may  have  re;ifon  to  exclaim.  How  much  more  numerous  and  morq 
powerful  would  this  nation  hive  been,  had  our  anceftois  cot  beeQ 
betrayed  in  the  expedition  to  Carthagena  ! 

What  lofs,  my  Lords,  have  the  Spaniards  fuftaincd  which  can  be 
pit  in  balance  with  tiiat  of  our  army  in  America,  an  army  given  up 
(o  the  vultures  of  an  unhealthy  climate^  and  of  which  th(^  iriio 
periOtied  by  the  fword,  were  in  reality  refcucd  from  more  lingering 
torments  i 

What  equivalent  can  be  mentiaoed  tor  the  liberty  of  muUitudet  of 
Britons,  now  languifhing  in  the  prifons  of  Spain,  or  obliged  hj 
hardfhips  and  defpcration  to  afTifl  the  enemies  of  their  country  f 
Vfliat  haive  the  Spaniards  fuffcied  that  can  be  oppofed  to  the  detti- 
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Tbcfe,  m;  Lords,  are  loflcs  not  to  be  paralleled  by  the  deftru^oil 
e(  hMto  BcUa^  cveatboygb  ^t  expcdidon  fliowki  be  afcribed  to  the 
mMxj,  Thflfa  are  loflcs  whicb  may  cvtend  their  con&^oencet  ts 
muj'  agci,  wbicb'  may  long  iaspede  oar  coanwrcea  xnd  dimiiiifli 
oor  flupfuag. 

It  ii  not  to  be  imigiiMd,  my  Lardf>  tbat  in  Ail  time  of  peculiac 
ittga,  paomt*  wiBdeftbe  their  ehiUien  ta  maiitiBe  emfdoyroenU, 
or  that  any  man  will  engage  in  naval  bufiaeft  wka  eao  cxerctTe  any 
iMki  prafeOoD ;  lati  ther^bre  the  death  or  captrvtty  of  a  Mor 
Imti  a  vacyity  in  our  commerce,  fince  no  otber  will  be  ready  to 
i«p^f  hii  place.  Tbas  bf  d^jreet  (be  condmunce  of  the  war  will 
conlnd  our  trade,,  aui  thole  parti  of  it  wfatcli  we  caonot  occupy^ 
wiDbelfuAhedbytheFEaKhorDutcli,  from  lAon  it  is  not  pmfaa- 
ble  that  they  will  ev«f  be  rscorcred. 

Tlw,  my  Lord*,  i*  aaotfaer  circum&uiee  of  di&drantage  to  wiiic^ 
Ac  Spaniard*  are  not  eiqmfed  i  for  their  tnffick  being  only  from  one 
put  of  tfaetc  doiaiuoas  to  anptbei,  canaot  be  deflioyed,  but  will* 
ifiti  tfao  Ibort  intenuption  of  a  war*  be  again  equally  certaia  aoA 
^0%  prt^taU*. 

It  tfftan^  theieAvc,  my  Lord>»  that  we  have  hitfaorto  fdFered 
■ore  duo  the  Spaniards,  mere  dian.  the  nation  which  we  have  Sa 
■Hdt  lealba  to  dc^fa ;  U  appears  that  our  fieets  bare  been  uftkfi, 
■d  dttt  our  tioaps  have  been  only  Ihnt  out  to  be  deftroyed  -,  and  it ' 
will  tfaeiefece  (brety  be  allowed  me  to  afiect,  that  the  war  hat  noli 
beto  hitherto  fliocefifuiL 

I  un  ther^bre  of  (^aioo,  ray  Lord*,  that  u  the  Addiels  now 
pnpoTBd,  cannot  but  be  underftood  both  by  Hi>  Majefty  and  the 
ution,  to  imply  ia  fame  degree  a  cooKiendation  of  that  cooduA 
*l>>ch  cannot  be  costnwodcd,  wluclk  ought  never  to  be  nentiooed 
Iwwith  deteftation-aad  contempt,  it  will  be  unworthy  of  this  Hoiile,i 
B&ifivc  (o  the  whole  nation,  and  unjuft  to  His  Majefty, 

His  Majefty,  my  Lords,  has  fummoned  us  to  advife  him  in  thia 
iBpniant  jimdure,  and  the  nation  experts  from  our  detcrminationB 
» idicf  or  its  deftru^on ;  aot  will  either  have  muoh  to  hope  front 
*<K  coen&Ia,.  if  in  our fiefl  pablte  a&we  endeavour  to  deceive  tbem^ 

Itfaans  thefefoic  ptopet  to  cbaage  the  common  form  of  our  Ad-* 
'ttbt  to  dM  lluoQe,  t»  d»  «nte  at  leaft  what  His  M^cfty  daaawla 

and 
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and  the  people  expcA,  and  to  remember  that  no  charaders  are  more- 
inconfiflent,  than  'thofe  of  a  counlellor  of  the  King,  and  a  flatterer 
of  the  Miniftry. 

Then  Lord  Abingdon  fpoke  to  this  tSe& : — My  Lords,  I  have 
always  obferved  that  debates  are  prolonged,  and  enquirie«  perplexed, 
by  the  negled  of  method ;  and  therefore  think  it  necefTary  to  move. 
That  the  Queftion  may  be  read,  that  the  noble  Lords  who  fliall  be 
inclined  to  explain  their  fentiments  upon  it,  may  have  always  the  chief 
point  in  view,  and  not  deviate  into  foreign  confiderations. 

[It  was  read  accordingly.] 

Lord  Cartekbt  fpolce  next  to  the  purpofe  following: — My 
Lords,  I  am  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  laft  mofion  by  the 
advantage  which  it  has  afibrded  mc  of  vicwii^  more  deliberately  and 
diflinSly  die  queftion  before  us  j  the  confideration  of  which  has  con- 
firmed me  in  my  own  opinion,  that  die  AddreTs  now  propJ!fed  is  onljr 
a  flattering  repetition  of  the  fpeech,  and  that  the  fpcech  was  drawn 
«p  only  to  betray  us  into  an  encomiumon  the  miniftry  j  who,  as 
they  certainly  have  not  defcrved  any  commendations,  will,  I  hope, 
sot  receive  them  from  your  Lordlbips.  For  what  has  been  the  reAilt 
of  all  their  n^eafu/es,  but  a  general  eonfuGon,  the  deprelCon  of  our 
own  nation  and  our  alliesj  and  the  exaltation  of  the  HouTe  of  Bourbon  f 

It  is  univcrfidly  allowed,  my  L-ords,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
fjperfluous  to  prove,  that  the  liberties  of  Europe  are  now  in  the 
utmoft  danger ;  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  arrived  almoft  at 
that  exalted  pinnacle  of  authority,  from  whence  it  will  look  down 
with  contempt  upon  all  other  powers,  (o  which  it  will  henceforward 
prefcribe  laws  at  pleafure,  whole  dominions  will  be  limited  by  its 
direction,  and  wboie  armies  will  march  at  its  command. 

That  Britain  will  be  long  exempted  from  the  general  fervitude, 
that  we  fball  be  able  to  ftand  alon^  againfl;  the  whole  power  of  Eu- 
rope, which  the  French  may  then  bring  down  upon  us,  and  prelbrvo 
ourfelves  independent,  while  every  QthA'  nation  aclcnowledges  the 
authority  of  an  arbitrary  conqueror,  is  by  no  means  likely,  and  might 
be  perhaps  demonftrated  to  be  not  poffible. 

How  long  we  might  be  able  to  retain  our  liber^,  it  is  beymd  the 
reach  of  policy  to  determine  {  but  as  it  is  evident,  that  when  the 
empire  is  fubdued,  the  Dutch  will  quickly  fall  under  the  fame  do- 
minion, and  that  all  their  ports  and  all  their  commerce'  will  then  be 
'u^  the  bands  of  the  French,  -it  cannot  be  denied  that  our  commerce 
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will  quickly  be  at  an  end.  We  flull  tfaes  lofc  the  dominion  of  the 
fea,  and  all  our  diftant  colonies  and  fcttlcments,  and  be  fhut  up  in 
Mu  own  illand,  where  tbe  continuance  of  our  liberties  can  be  deter- 
nioed  only  by  the  rcfolution  with  which  we  OlalL  defend  them. 

Hut  this,  my  Lords,  muft  probaUy  be  in  a  few  years  our  fbte, 
if  die  fcbemet  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  fhonld  fucceed,  iscercun 
beyond  controvo-fy  1  and  therefore  it  is  eyident,  diat  no  man  to 
whom  Gjch  a  condition  does  not  appear  eligible,  can  look  uncon- 
ttnied  at  the  confufton  of  the  continent,  or  conAder  the  deftru^oa 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auflri^,  without  endeavouring  to  prevent  it. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  fuch  endeavours  are  the  duty  of  all  who 
arcengagcdintbetraoladion'of  public  afiairs,  though  die  importance 
of  the  ca'ufe  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  be  acknowledged  in  the  Speedi 
to  which  we  are  to  return  an  Addrefi,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
miniftcn  of  Britain  have  once  attempted  to  alEft  her,  or  have  evea 
fbrbom  any  thing  ^ich  might  aggravate  her  diflrefs. 

Tbc  only  efieSual  methods  by  which  any  efficacious  relief  could 
bve  been  procured,  mre  that  of  reconciling  her  with  the  King  of 
Pnffia,  or  ^t  of  prevailing  upon  the  Mufcovians  to  fuccour  her, 

A  reconciliation  with  the  King  of  Pru£a  would  have  been  my 
fiift  cire,  if  the  honour  of  adviling  on  this  occaflon  had  fallen  to  my 
lot.  To  have  mediated  fuccefsfully  between  them  could  furely  have 
been  no  difficult  tafk,  becaufe  each  party  could  not  but  know  how 
niKhit  was  their  common  Interefl  to  exclude  the  French  from  the 
empire,  and  bow  certainly  this  untimely  difcord  muft  expolc  them 
l)Otb  to  their  ancient  enemy. 

Ai  in  private  life,  my  Lords,  when  two  friends  carry  any  dijpute 
between  them  to  improper  degrees  of  anger  or  re&ntment,  it  is  the 
piovince  of  a  third  to  moderate  the  paffion  of  each,  and  to  reftore 
ibat  benevolence  which  a  difference  of  intercft  or  opinion  Jiad  im- 
puni;  fo  in  alliances,  or  the  ficisndflups  of  nations,  wdienever  it 
Uituppily  &llt  out  that  two  of  them  forget  the  general  good,  and  lay 
tlxnilelvcs  open  to  thdc  evils  from  which  a  ftriA  union  only  caa 
FRfarve  ihem,  it  is  oeceflary  that  fome  other  power  flioul4  interpoft^ 
^  prevent  the  dangers  of  a  perpetual  difcord. 

Whether  thia  was  attempted,  my  Lords,  I  know  not  t  but  if  any 
Ivch  defiga  was  in  ^ipearance  profecuted,  it  may  be  reafonably  ima- 
liwd  baa.  the  event,  that  the  negociators  were  defective  either  ia 
ftiKyiildiligencei  for  bow  can  it  be  coBceirtd  that  uiy  man  iheuld 
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«&  contrary  to  hit  own  iatBFD^  to  ithota  At  ftMe  of  fait  affiun  is 
uiIyTeprefcnted  i 

But  not  to  fupprelB  wint  I  etnnot  doiibt,  I  mi  convinced,  my 
Lords,  due  there  A  in  Rality  no  defign  of  affiKng  die  Queen  of 
Huogarjr;  either  our  miniAett  bave  not  yet  pcconrad  from  titeir 
i^fVcbeiWioitt  of  the  exotbrtant  power  of  (be  Hoillfe  Of  Aullria,  by 
which  they  weie  frighted  finne  yean  Bgo  into  die  bofboi  of  France 
tet  fttelter,  and  which  left  them  no  expedient  but  dn  treaty  of  Hano- 
ver ;  or  Aey  are  now  «quaUy  afraid  of  France,  and  expefi  the  Pri' 
ttndir  to  be  forced  upon  diem  by  die  power  whom  they  fo  lately 
blicited  to  fecure  them  from  hln. 

WbatcTcr  is  die  fflotivc  of  thar  condufi,  it  is  evident,  my  Lords, 
dutt  diey  are  at  pFefent  to  die  unfbrtonate  Queen  of  Hungary,  either 
prdfiffiid  enemies,  or  tTMcherous  allies ;  for  they  hare  permitted  die 
invalion  of  her  Italian  dominions,  when  diey  might  have  prevented  it 
without  a  blow,  only  by  commanding  die  Spaniardi  not  to  tranfport 
dieir  troops. 

To  ai^ue  riiat  -our  fleet  in  the  Mediterraneab  was  not  of  ftrcnglfc 
ftificieitt  to  oppoTc  their  paSage,  is  a  fubterfiige  to  which  they  can 
only  ht  driven  by  the  nrceffity  of  making  fome  apology,  and  anab- 
folute  inabtHty  to  produce  any  whtdi  will  not  imnwdiatety  be  dtf- 
covered  to  he  groundlcfs. 

It  is  known,  my  Lords,  to  all  Europe,  that  Haddock  had  then 
under  his  command  thirteen  (hips  of  the  line,  and  nine  Irigates,  and 
that '  the  Spanifli  convoy  cenfifted  only  of  three  Ihips ;  and  yet  they 
failed  before  his  eyes  with  a  degree  of  fecurity  which  nothing  could 
baTeproduced  bat  a  palTport  from  die  court  of  Britain,  and  an  afliired 
exemptionfrom  the  danger  of  an  attack. 

It  may  be  urged,  that  they  were  proteSed  by  the  French  fquadron^ 
and  that  Haddock  durft  not  attack  them,  becaufe  he  was  unable  to 
contend  with  the  nntted  fiecti ;  but,  my  Lords,  c«n  this  isknowa 
tobe-falfe ;  it  is  known  that  they  bore  no  proportion  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  BrhUh  fquadron,  dut  they  could  not  have  made  even  die  ap- 
pearance of  a  bardc,  atid  dizt  our  commanderi  could  have  been  only 
employed  in  purfuit  and  captures. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  well  known  to  ouf  minifters,  who  were 
ffhud  only  of  ddb'oytng  the  Fivnch  fquadron,  and  were  very  -fit 
from  apprehending  ai^  danger  from  It;  bat  being  detensined  to 
purefaafe,  en  any  tcrmti  -dKCODtinutiKe  of  the  MffiUblp  'ctf  dielr 
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old  pn^Edort,  confeated  to  die  invafion  .of  Italy,  aod  procuKd  a 
djuidnin  to  fail  out,  under  pretence  of  defeodiog  the  Sputiib  Jraalpomi 
diat  their  compliaoce  might  not  be.  dilcovered. 

All  this,  my  Lords,  may  reafonably  be  fulpeded  at  die  firft  Tiew 
t(  ibea  pfoceedLngs  ;  for  hour  could  an  infeiior  force  venture  into 
the  nj  of  an  enemy,  unlc&  upon  fecurity  that  diey  Ihould  oot  be 
itticked }  But  the  late  treaty  of  neutrality  has  changed  Aifpieion  into 
certaJBty,  has  di£covered  the  fource  ^  all  their  meafures^  and  Ifaewa 
thu  the  iiivaCon  of  Italy  is  permitted  to  piefenre  Hanorei  bom  ^ 
like  calamity. 

There  is  great  danger*  my  Lordc,  [eft  this  laft  treaty  of  Hanover 
fimidd  girc  tbeJecUive  blow  to  the  liberties  of  Europe.  Ho^  imicJi 
it  cmhairaflM  tbe  Qjk««  of  Hungary,  by  making  it  neceflkry  for  her 
todiiide  her  forcCt>  is  obvious  at  tbe  firft  view;  but  this  is  not,  i* 
Bj^pinioq,  itB  meft  iiital  confi»]tience.  The  other  powers  will  be 
incitnl,  by  the  example  of  our  miniftry,  to  conclude  treaties  of 
■Ntnlity  in  the  lame  manner.  They  will  diAruft  every  appearance 
«f  ov  »al  for  the  Houfo  of  Aulh-ia,  and  imagine  that  we  intend 
oslf  in  hyp*critical  affifiance,  and  that  our  generals,  our  ambaila* 
i>Bi  aadoar  wimirals,  have,  in  re^ity,  the  liune  orders. 

No^Mlg,  ay  Lonis,  is  more  dangerous  than  t6  weaken  the  piAlic 
&>dL  Vfhm  »  va&o*  can  be  no  longer  tnifted,  it  lofe^  all  its  in- 
innc^  becaufe  none  can  fi»r  its  menaces,  or  depend  on  its  alliance. 
A  nation  no  loi^r  trufted,  muft  ftand  alone  and  un&ipported  i  and 
it  ii  Gcrtuo  lliat  tlK  nation  which  is  juftly  fuTpcded  of  holding  with 
"*  «pn  eaeadn  a  Iccietintercourfit  to  die  prejudice  of  its  ;dlies,  can 
1*  no  longer  trufted. 

Thb  fofpckm,  my  Lords,  this  hateful,  this  reproftchAil  eharadter, 
»Mv fixed  upon  At  court  of  Britain;  nor  does  it  take  its  tife  only 
■OB  ifae  forbearaace  of  o»r  admiral,  but  bis  received  n«wcoafinwh- 
Qoo  from  the  behaviour  of  our  ambailador,  who  doued  tbe  tmaty  of 
■KntaKty,  ntMn  tite  French  miniKer  declared  it  to  tbe  Dotch.  S«ch 
>w,  ay  Lords,  is  die  reputation  of  tbe  Britiih  conrt,  a  leputMiBn 
("'oduced  by  the  mofl  Sagrant  and  notorioui  inftances  of  cowardioe 
udiaUhood,  whkh  cannot  but  make  idl  our  endeavours  incffe^al, 
»«idifconrage  all  thofc  powers  whofe  conjupflion  we  might  have 
I'MMted,  from  enterii^  into  any  odier  engagements  than  fuch  as 
*t  miy  porchafe  for  ftatcd  fubfidtes.  For  who,  upon  anyother  mo- 
tive dian  immediate  intereft>  would  form  an  alliance  widi  a  fewer 

which, 

DiailizodbvCoOylc 


3^  bEsATEdN  [dec.  4*' 

Which,  upbri  tfie  firft  appearance  of  danger,  gives  lip  a  confederate^ 
to  puTchafe,  not  a  large  extent  of  territory,  not  a  new  field  Of  com- 
merce, not  a  port  or  a  citadel,  but  an  abjeft  neutrality ! 

But  however  mean  may  be  a  fupplication  for  peace,  ot  however 
infamous  the  defertion  of  aii  ally,  I  wilh,  my  Lords,  that  ibe  libert/ 
of  invading  tiie  queen  of  Hungary's  dominions  without  oppofition; 
bad  bceft  the  rfioft  culpable  conccffion  of  our  illuftrious  miniftersi 
of  whom  it  is  reaTonable  to  fadieve^  that  they  have  llipulated  ^ttK 
the  Spaniards^  that  they  fhall  be  repaid  the  expenee  of  the  war  by  thd 
plunder  of  our  merchants. 

That  our  commerce  has  been  unneceflarily  expofiKi  to  fbe  ravages 
of  privateers,  from  which  a  very  fmal!  degree  of  caution  might  have! 
preferved  it ;  that  three  hundred  trading  (hips  hare  been  taken,  and 
that  three  thoufand  Bui tifli  fai tors  are  now  in  captivity,  is  3  confidera-' 
tioo  too  melancholy  to  be  long  dwelt  upon,  and  a  truth  too  certain 
to  be  fupprelTed  or  denied. 

'  How  fuch  havoclc  could  have  been  made,  bad  not  our  ihip^  of  waf 
concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with  the  Spaniards,  and  left  the  war 
to  be  carried  on  only  by  the  merchants,  it  is  not  cafy  to  coneeivet 
for  furely  it. will  not  be  pretended,  that  all  tbcfe  lofles  were  the  ncceCt 
fary  confequence  of  our  fituation  with  regard  to  Spain^  which,  if  it 
«]q]ofed  tty  Portugal  traders  to  hazard,  did  not  hinder  us  from 
guarding  our  own  coafts. 

And  yet  on  our  own  coafb,  my  Lords,  have  multitudes  of  our 
lliips  been  uken  by  the  Spaniards ;  they  have  beea  feizcd  by  petty 
.vefTels  as  they  were  entering  our  ports,  and  congratulating  tbem^ 
ftlves  upon  tlieir  efcape  from  danger. 

In  the  late  war  with  France,  an  enemy  much  more  formidable 
both  for  power  and  iituation,  methods  were  difcovered  by  which  oar 
Utde  was  more  cfficacioully  protected  :  by  ftattonii^  a  fquadron  at 
the  mouth  of  the  channel,  of  which  two  or  three  (hips  at  a  timt 
Cruized  at  a  proper,  difbnce  on  the  neighbouring  feas,  the  privateers- 
were  kept  in.  awe,  and  confined  to  their  own  harbours,  or  kited  '£ 
they  ventured  to  leave  them. 

But  of  fuch  ufeful  regulations  in  die  prefent  war  there  is  litde 
hope ;  for  if  the  public  papers  are  of  any  credit,  the  King  trf'  Spaia 
confiders  the  captures  of  out  merchants  as  a  Handing  revenue,  and 
has  laid  an  indulto  upon  tbem  as  upoa  ether  p»rts  of  the  Spanifli 
trade. 

It 
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It  is  tberefore  to  little  purpofe  that  meafurei  are  propofcd  in  this 
Houl^  or  fchemes  prefcntcd  by  the  merchants  for  the  prefervation  of 
Mr  commerce ;  for  the  merchants  are  confidered  as  the  determined 
cKmies  of  our  minifier,  who  therefore  refolvcd  that  they  Aiould  re- 
ptnt  of  die  war  into  which  be  was  forced  by  them,  contrary  to  thofe 
lavouite  fchemes  and  eftabliJbed  maxims,  which  be  has  purfued  till 
die  liberties  of  mankind  are  almoft  extinguiihed. 

There  are  indeed  fome  hopes,  my  Lords,  that  new  meafures  refo- 
Intely  purfued  might  yet  repair  the  mifchiefs  of  this  abfurd  and 
cowardly  conduct,  and  that  by  rcfolution  and  dexterity  the  ambition 
df  Fnoce  might  once  more  be  difappointed.  The  King  of  Pruffia 
qipears  at  length  convinced  that  he  has  not  altogether  purfued  his 
red  intercft,  And  diat  his  own  family  mull  fall  in  the  rain  of  the 
Hoaft  of  Auftria,  The  King  of  Sardinia  appears  firm  in  his  deter- 
Busation  to  adhere  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  has  therefore  rc- 
iiilcd  a  paflage  through  his  dominions  to  the  Spanifh  troops.  The 
States  of  Holland  item  to  have  taken  the  alarm,  and  nothing  but 
their  dtfimft  of  oar  fincenty  can  hinder  them  from  uniting  againft 
■be  Houfe  of  Boui^Km. 

This  diftnift,  my.  Lords,  we  may  probably  remove,  by  reviving  on 
tlut'occafion  our  ancient  forms  of  addrefs,  and  declaring  at  once  to 
His  Majefty,  and  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe*  that  we  are  fu  ixom 
appmtuig  the  late  meafures. 

There  is  another  reafon  why  the  ihort  Addrefles  of  our  anceftors 
may  be  preferred  to  the  modern  forms,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
puticular  lafbare  often  comprehended.  It  is  evident,  that  the  Ad- 
Jrelfcs  are  prefented  before  there  can  be  time  to  examine  whether  tha 
Ms  contained  in  them  arc  juftly  ftatcd ;  and  they  muft  therefore  lofe 
(heir  efficacy  with  the  people,  who  are  fufficiently  fagacious  to  dif- 
inguifh  (crvile  comi^iance  from  real  approbation,  and  who  will  not 
eifiiy  miftakc  the  incenfe  of  flattery  for  the  tribute  of  gratitude. 

With  regard  to  Ac  propriety  of  the  Addrefs  propofcd  to  your 
I^dfliips,  which  is,  like  others,  only  a  repetition  of  the  fpeech,  therB 
H  atleaft  one  o)^e£lion  to  it,  too  imporunt  to  be  fupprel^. 

It  is  affirmed  in  tijc  fpeech,  in  what  particular  words  I  cannot 
cxafily  remember,  that  flnce  the  death  of  the  late  German  £mp«ror, 
^  btcreft  of  the  ^een  of  Hungary  has  been  dingentt  y  and  invariably 
>iomotcd  i  an  aflertioR  -widch  His  MajeRy  i)  too  wile,  too  equitable> 
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and  loo  gcfltrouS'  to  have  uttered,  but  at  the  perfuafion  of  Kk 
tainifters. 

His  Mftjefty  well  knows,,  that  no  important  afflftance  ha*,  beta 
hitherto  given  tothst  unhappy  Princels}  be  icnows  that  the  tw«iv« 
thou&od  men,  who  arc  &id'  w  have  been  raifed  for  the  de&nce  of  ifae 
empire,  thofe  mighty  troops  by  whofii  affifflance  the  enemies  of 
Auftiia  were  to  be  fcatcered,  never  marched  bepnd'  the  territory  of 
Hanover,  nor  lefc  that  bli&ful  country  for  a  Angle  day.  And  is  it 
probable  that  th«  Queen  would  have  preferred  money  for  troops,  lu4 
Qm  not  been  informed  that  it  would  be  mwe  eafily  obtainod^ 

Nor  was  even  this  pecuniary  affiftance,  though  compatible  widk 
the  fecurity  of  Hanover,  granted  her  without  relu&aoce  and  diA* 
culty,  of  whidi  no  other  proof  is  neccilary  than  the  diAuice  betwoen 
the  promife  and'  the  performance  of  it.  The  money,  my  Lardl,  » 
uotyetallpaid,.though  the  lad  payment  was  very  lately  iixed.  Such 
it  the  affiftance  which  the  united  influencs  of  juitice  and  conipa£on 
iin  yet  procurod  from  the  court  of  Britain. 

Our  minifterehavc  becii  therefore  hitherto,  my  Lords,  9}  hr  ftopi 
acting  with  vigour  infafour  of  the  Houfe  of  AuAria,  that  they  have 
nev«  folicjted  the  court  of  Mufcovy,  almoft  the  only  court  now 
ijidependeot  on  France,  to  engage  in  her  defence.  How  wilely  that 
mighty- power  diAinguiQie&  her  real  tntereft,  utd  how  ardently  Qm 
purfues  it,  the  whole  world  was  convinced  in  her-  aUiaocc  with  tho 
late  Emperor,;  nor  is  it  unlikely,  that  £be  might  have  been  eafily  per- 
fuitded.to  have  proteded  his  daughter  with  equal  zeal.  Sut  we  never 
afkod  her  alliance  left  we  Ihoidd  obtain  it,  and  yet  we  boaft  of  our 
good  offices. 

Our  governors  thoi^ht  it  more  nearly  concerned  them  to  humblei 
pur  merchants  than  to  fuccour  our  allies,  and  therefore  admitted  tb« 
Spaniards  into  Ituly ;  by  which  prudent  condu£l  they  dextroully  at 
oiKc  gratified  ihc  Houle  of  Bourbon,  embarralled  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,^ and  endangered  the  effe^s  of  the  Britilh  merchants,  lying 
at  Leghorn ;  ed'cSts  which  were  lately  valued  at  fu  hundred  thouEiad 
pounds,  but  which,  by  the  fenfonable  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  ara 
happily  reduced  to  half  their  price. 

I  hope  therefore  1  need  not  urge  to  your  Lordfbips  the  neceffity  oS 
Confining  our  Addids  to  thanks  and  coi^raiulatioas,  becaufe  it< 
titx  ncceflary  to  fay  how  inconliAcnt^  it  muft  be  thought  with 
dignity  of  this  Houfe  to  echo  faUhood,  and  to  ceunenatfce  pirrltdy, 
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Mj^Lcnlt,. TbonuniMr  in  which. ^  nobla  Lord  wttoj  fpt^e  lift 
apnftarhis  &ntiinents>.  never  fail*  b>  ^re  plcafure,  even  where  bit- 
argiinieatt  pcoduce  no  convlfiion {  fiid'bi»eloqueacealw*y«rQCciv(m. 
hspraife,  though  it  may  Ibmetiincs  be  di£4ipoiiiteii  o£  iiLmoraim-- 
pflFtint.  efleo)  • 

In  die  prdent  debate,-  my  Ixtris,  Ihave  beard'  no^  argHnietity.  \if/ 
wtHchtuntnolInedtochMge  dK  ufualformfrof  addrefs  or  toreged, 
die  motion  which  hu-becn  made  to  ui. 

The  Addre&whidihu been  prt^fed,  it  not,  in  my.opinion,  jufHi^ 
dnrgeoUe  either,  with  flattery  to  the  minifters,  or  withdifingenuitf/ 
wiHrrefpea  to  tfae'people';  nor  can.Ldircavcr  in  it  any  of  thofepo^ 
Stioni  iriiich'hafe  been,iciHelented.  fa  Madous.  aiM  dangeronti  Id 
cmtains  only  a  general  declaration  t^  our  graritude,  and  an  afiotioiii 
ofouTzeal'.;  a  declaration  and  aflertion  to  which  1  bopA  ae  Lodt  ia 
dm  afientbly'  win  be  unwilling^  to  fubfcribc. 

As  an-  enquiry  InM-  the  propriety-of  thit.AddiE&c.hM  pEorinco^ 
i^edier'aeceflarily-ornat^.  many obftvmiiQns'Oii' the  pitfeiit-ftats.a^ 
EttTope,.  and'  many  animadyeriioD*  upon  the-  Uce  coadud{.  it  oaoneD 
be  improper  for  BM  to  offiR  toiyourLardflitpsjmy.opituon' of  th«> 
■Maflires  irtiicb-ham  been  pufunli  by  us,.  arweUi  in  tbewar'With 
Span,  as  wMi  regard  tatbe:Qgeen  of  Hungary,  and  topropafemy- 
ooojadtirca  concerniag-tfae'evcntr-  wbtob  may  probably  be  ptioduceA' 
b;dud(Sra£Hen»>mi'tbe  continent. 

Thisdeviationfrora'the  queflion  before  ui,  will  at  leaftbeaseafily' 
pudoned'  in  me  as  in  the  noble.  Lordi  who  have  exhibited  To  glbotny- 
1  representation  of  our  approaching  condition^  who  have  lamented' 
dK  llavery  with  which  they  imagine  all  die  ftates  of  Europ*  about- 
to  be  htrrafled,  and'  deflribed:  the  infblence  and  ravages  of  tbofe 
oppreflbre  to  whom  tiieir  apprehenfions  have  ^rrady  given  the  etnpire' 
of  die  world.  For  flirely^  my  Lords,  it  is  an  endeavour  no  le& 
tiudable  to  dHpel  terror,  than  to  excite  it  j  and  he  who  brii^  ua- 
fach  accounts  as^  we  defire  to  receive,  is  generally  liltened  to  willi- 
inchilgence,  however  unelegant  may  be  his  expreffions,  or  however' 
■Regular  his  narration. 

That  tho  power  of  the  family  of  Bourbon  is  arrived  at  a  very 
AuigeTousandfiarmidahle.exteotj  that  it  never-was  hitherto  emrJoyed 
*tt  to  difturb  the  happinefi  of  the  univetft ;  th«^  the  fame  fcbemea 
I  •Uch'onraifecAotBUbouicd'f&ardendyandfofaccelsftillytodeftny, 
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art  now  fbnned  afrefh,  and  intended  to  be  put  in  immediaCe  execu- 
tion ;  that  the  «mpire  is  defigtwd  to  be  held  henceforward. in  depen- 
dence on  France,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  which  the  com- 
mon rights  of  mankind  have  been  fo  long  fupportcd,  is  pow  nurked 
out  for  deitrudion,  is  too  evident  to  be  conteftcd. 

It  is  allowed,  my  Lords,  that  the  power  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria, 
which  there  was  once  reafon  to  dread,  left  it.might  have  been  cm- 
pioyed  againft  us,  is  now  almofl  extinguiOied  j  and  that  name  which 
has  for  {6  many  ages  iilled  the  hiftories  of  Europe,  is  in  danget  of 
bciAg  forgotten.  It  is  allowed,  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  cannot  fall 
without  ejipofing  all  thofc  who  have  hitherto  been  fupported  by  its 
alliance  to  th«  utmoft  danger  j  and  I  need  not  add,  that  they  ought 
tkerefbre  to  affift  iCwitb  ±e  utmoft  expedition,  and  the  moft  vigorous 
meafures. 

It  m»yb«  fiiggefted,  my  Lords,  that  this  affiftancc  has  been  already 
^delayed  till  it  is  become  ufelefs,  that  the  utmoft  expedition  will  be 
Ipo  riow,  and  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  too  weak  to  ftop  the  torrent 
ti  the  conquefti  ^  France  j  that  the  fatal  blow  will  be  ftruck,  befop: 
we  AuJl  hare  an  oppOrtwjity  to  ward  it  off",  and  that  our  regard  for 
^e  Houle  of  Auftria  wUl  be  only  compaffion  for  the  dead. 

But  tbde,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  are  only  the  apprehenfions  of  a  mind 
overborne  with  fiidden  terrors,  and  perplexed  by  a  cnifiifcd  furvey 
4f  complicated  danger  ;  for  if  we  confidcr  more  diftin^y  die  powers 
"  vhich  may  be  brought  in  oppofiiion  to  France,  we  {hall  find  no  reafon 
for  defpairing  that  we  may  once  more  ftand  up  with  fucccls  in  defence 
of  our  religion  and  the  liberty  of  mankind,  and  once  nrore  reduce 
Ihofc  troublers  of  the  world  to  the  neceffity  of  abandoning  their  de- 
ftru^ve  dcfigns. 

The  noble  Lord  has  already  mentioned  the  prcfeni  difpolilion  of 
three  powerful  ftates,  as  a  motive  for  vigorous  refolutions,  and  a 
confidcration  that  may  at  leaft  prcferve  us  from  defpair  -,  and  it  is 
no  fmall  latisfaaion  to  me  to  obfcrve,  that  his  penetration  and  ex- 
perience incline  him  to  hope  upon  the  profpeS  of  affairs  as  they  now 
appear  J  bccaufe  I  doubt  not  but  that  hope  will  be  improved  into 
confidence,  by  the  account  which  I  can  now  give  your  Lordfliips 
of  the  intention.!^  anotber  power,  yet  more  formidable,  to  engag* 
with  us  in  the  great  defign  of  repreffing  the  inlblence  of  France. 

A  treaty  df  ^vkc,  ray  Lords,  has  been  for  &me  time  conccrte4 
with  ^e  Emperor  of  Mufcovy,  and  has  been  negotiated  with  fudi 
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dDigenoe,  tbit  it  is  now  completed,  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  lift 
ndfications  will  arrive  at  this  court  in  a  few  dayi ;  b^  which  it  will 
qipear  to  your  Lordfbips,  that  the  intereft  of  thii  nation  has  been 
vigilantly  regarded,  and  to  our  allies,  that  the  iaidi  of  Britain  has 
nera  fct  been  fliaken.  It  will  ippeu  to  the  French,  tbat^they  bin 
ptccipitated  tbcir  triumphs,  that  tbey  have  imt^ined  themfelvet  nufters 
«f  rations  by  wfaom  tbey  will  be  in  a  fliort  time  (driven  back  to  their 
own  confines,  and  that  perhaps  they  have  parcelled  out  kingdoas 
ufaichthey  are  never  likely  to  pofiefs. 

It  was  affirmed,  and  with  juft  difcernment,  that  appllcatisns  ought 
to  be  made  to  this  powerful  court,  as  the  profelled  adver&ry  of  Krancti 
and  tf  it  was  not  hitherto  known  that  their  affiftance  had  beea- 
aSduouQy  fblicited,  our  endeavours  were  kept  fccret  only  that  their 
boA  might  be  more  certain,  and  that  they  tnig^t  furprixe  more 
powerfiiUy  by  their  effcas. 

Nor  have  the  two  odier  princes,  which  were  mentioned  by  dts 
noUe  Lord,  been  foi^ottcn,  whofe  concurrence  is  at  diis  time  fe 
iKcei&i^  to  us :  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  rqwdeotattons  wfateh 
hiTe  \teen  made  with  all  the  force  of  truth,  and  all  the  zeal  that  is 
nnkened  by  intcreft  and  by  danger,  will  in  time  produce  the  effeSt 
for  which  they  were  intended;  by  convincing  thoTe  princes  that  they 
ndanger  tbemlelves  by  flattering  the  French  ambidini,  that  they 
«e£refting  themfelves  of  that  defence  of  which  they  will  quickly 
ngret  the  lofi,  and  that  tbey  are  only  not  attacked  at  prelent,  that 
tbey  may  be  deftroycd  more  eafiJy  hereafter. 

But  It  b  always  to  be  remembered,  my  Lorda,  that  in  pdilic  . 
tnmfiidlons,  as  in  privaulifc,  intereftai^  with  lefs  force  as  it  is  at 
{Rater  diftance,  and  that  the  immediatt  motive  will  generally  pre- 
nil.  Futurity  impairs  the  influence  of  the  m<A  important  obje^ 
<i  conCderation,  even  when  it  does  not  leHen  th«r  certainty  i  and 
intb  regard  to  events  only  probable,  erents  which  a  diouland  acci- 
dents may  obviate,  diey  are  almoft  annihilated,  with  regard  to  die 
human  mind,  by  being  placed  at  a  diftance  from  us.  Wherever 
uugiaation  can  exert  its  power,  we  eafily  dwell  upon  the  mc^ 
finfiag  views,  and  flatter  ourfclvcs  with  thoTe  confequences,  which, 
'^'ough  perhaps  leaft  to  he  expe^ed,  are  moft  defircd.  Wherever  dif-  ' 
'fctnt  events  may  arilc',  which  is  the  ftate  of  aU  human  tranfa£lions, 
**  aatuially  promote  our  hopes,  and  repcels  our  feats  j  and  in  time 
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"fo  ^  deceive  tniiiilvEs,  »  .toquiet  -all  eur  -fu^tcioi^,  Uj'«U'Our 
•terror*  dlUep,  and  bclKVCwbat  -at  'f  rft  «c  »a]f  wlflMd. 

^ts, 'tnyLords,  muftiw^^e  Jdufbnby  wbidifomcftaMs^re 
tridaced  toflnrourj^andotten-tontgled  the  encroachnenlsof  ^fsnce. 
'Mvn  -iK  'impolido,  ^n  tlwy.uc  widccd,;  bccaide  ths^  prefer  die 
gratification  of  thejirdeiit-hour'to  the  ailuraMe  of  fiJidand.pemM- 
'nent,  but  idiAant  happineft.  Ttit  'Fieoch  take  advantage  of  this 
gmcral  -wealcnels  of  the  human  mind,  -aod  Ity-magnificentpcoaiifea 
to  one  prince,  and  pettyi  grants  to  another,  TKoncile  them  to'tfwr^ 
defigrW.  EaclrfindB  that  he  fliall  gain  mareb^contradUi^an-AlUiuice 
Tvith  them,  than  with  another  Hate  wfaicb'hasno  TieK,befides  dutof 
preferving  to  «vcry  foveicign  his  juft  rights,  and  which  thcrefere,  as  ' 
•  itplunden  iMne,  will  have  nothing  to  J>eftow. 

Tbi«,  BiyLonU,  is  the -difadvamage  under  triiich  oW'Wgotiatats 
labour  againft  thofe  of  France;  we  have  no'kingdofns:toparccl.aut 
'  sattfong  tholeiwbofe  confedency-we  folicit ;  we  cm  promiie  tbfln  no 
■'fupeiiorit)' above  die  neighbouring  ptiocA  which  they  do  not  iXMr 
-'^Miflirf£;'weBl]ttme  notthe  proving  of  adjufiing  tbebouodsriM-t^ 
'd«ninton,  or  of  decidiag.CDntc&cd  tides  :  we  promife-only  Ae  prt- 
rfervation  ofqwet,  and  the  eAabiiflinicnt  of  fafety. 

-  But  the'Frcncfa,  my  Lords,  oppole  us  with  ether  jtEgusaaiti,  ar* 
igwnMU  which  indeed  receive,  their  force  firon  fcrily  aad-.ci«dulityi 
fb«it -■ffh»t >4ncrre  ptweiful eSftatice  can  be  it&ndi  Tbey.ftoaiiie 
tlTOtmciV'iicgativeadvanta^s,  not  «n  oxei^ption  firom 'r«aaate-<q>- 
preffion,  or  an  efcape  from  flawry,  irfiich,  as  it  -w«i.  yct.ne«cr  fcU, 
'isverylit^dreadod;  theyfrfieran  immediate  augmentation-of- do- 
'ttmion,  and  an  extcnfion  of  power;  tbey  propofe  new  tn^ofcom- 
-BnrCe,  and  Open  ncwlburces^  wealth}  they  invite  confcdaraeia^ 
-'Dot  for  deftnae,  by t  for  eonquetis  {  for  conqueQi  tobe  <iividad  amoc^ 
'tile  poweN'by  whole  Union' they  fhall  be  made    • 

Let  it  ^ot  therefore  be  objeded,  myLords,  tcHotir  ■Hfiiflerf,«r 
-eur  negotiators,  that  the  French  obtain  mote  infiuence  thanthw^t 
■^at  ^y  aie more  cafilyliAeoed  to,  or  more  readily  believed  :  Sor 
•ythile  fucb  lEthe  conation  of  mankhid,  that  what  :iEieiu«d  is  eafi}^ 
'ertidited,  wh9e  proiit  \b  more  powerfiil  than  icaib<o,  tbe  Freodt'da* 
qaence  will  frequently  prevail. 

Whether,  my  Lords,  our  -feemii^  want  of  &tcc(A'^>-tfae  war  wU^ 
Spain  adtrrits  of  ag  eafy-3-fdu(ion,'iny  degrae-ofiJumviedgeiDiinBia 
tary  affairs,  does  not  enable  me  tp  deUfmine.    Ap  account  ^  dut 
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rpm  or  our  eond«i&  is  to  be  expefifd  horn  the  ComAiiffionen  of  the 
Adminlt}',  by  wbon,  I  doubt  not,  but  fiich  ivafons  will  be  sffigned 
'for  all  4heo^ntJeiu.af  our  nsval  forces,  and  fuch  viildicAtions  offend 
of  all  diofe  meafures,  .which  have  been  -hitherto  imputed  too  pre- 
-vipiiusly  to  jMgljgence,  cowaalice,  or  treachery,  as  wiU  iatisf^  thofe 
«liobave:baen  tncA  vehement  in  ttKtr  ccnrio^. 

'But  becaufc  it  .daw  not  fetm-to  me  very  difficult  to  apologize  for 
Itiafe  laifcarrBges  x^ich  Imiec  ^occaftoncd  tthe  .-budcd  complaints,  I 
-will  by'before  your  -Lordihipswhatll  faave.-been  able  to  collect  from 
««^iry,'or>ca^conjcfiuiefroin<d>fsrv3t)oii,;  .and  doubt  not^Mit  it  will 
-ei%  appear,  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  from  anyapparent  dcrign 
«f  bottaying  our  sountry,  and  that  our  miniflers  and  commanders 
-wH  deferv(!,at'leaft,>t»be  beaid  before  they  ^are  condemned. 

That  grcftC  nundiers  of  our  trading  velTels  have  been  feized  by  the 
Sfuiards,  -and  that  our  commerce  has  tlterefore  been  very  muah 
cinbanalled  and  interrupted,  is  fuSiciently  jnanifcft ;  but  to  me,  my 
Lords,  this  appears  one  of  the  certain  and  neceflary  confequences  of 
mr,  which  are  always  to  be  expend,  and  to  be  fet  in  our  confulta- 
tiou  againft  the  advantages  which  we  propofe  to  obtain.  It  is  as 
'lational  to  cxpeA,  that  of  an  army  fent  againft  our  enemies,  every 
nun  flmuld  return  unhurt  to  his  acquaintances,  as  that  every  mer- 
tfaatt  &ould  ^  his -{hip  and  cargo  fail  (afely  into  port. 

If  we  -exmnine,  my  Lords,  the  late  war,  of  which  the  condut^ 
has  boen  fo  laviflily  applauded,  in  which  die  victories  which  \tc  ob- 
tfioed  hive  bccn-fo  loudly  celebrated,  and  which  has  been  propofed 
to  the  imitation  of  all  future  minifters,  it  will  appear,  that  our  loflbs 
of  the  lame  Jtind  were  then  very  frequent,  and  perhaps  not  lels  com* 
plained  of,  though  the  murmurs  are  now  forgotten,  and  the  accla- 
inations  tranfmitted  to  pollerity,  becaule  we  naturally  relate  what  has 
gifen  us  latiii^iSifn,  and  fuppreis  wh^t  we  cannot  recollect  without 
uneifuiefr. 

If  we  took  farther  baclcward,  my  Lords,  and  enquire  into  the 
trcn-of  any  dtherwM-  in  which  we  ei^ged  rmce  commerce  has 
coirfKtuted  io  large-*  part  of  the  interaft  of  this  nation,  I  doubt  not 
but  in  proptvtion  to  our  trade  -will  be  found  our  \oWes ;  and  in  *I[ 
fiiturewars,  as  in  ^  prcfent,~I<lhill  expert  the  fame  cal^tmities  and 
"the  £une  complaints.  For  the  efcapc  of  any  number  of  Oiips  raifes 
w  tnnfftort,  nor  produces  any  gradtude.i  but  the  lofs  of  a  few  vriW 
^wyjsgive  occafion  to  clamours  and  difcontent.  For  vigilance, 
P  ^  however  , 
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however  diligent,  can  never  produce  more  &fcty  than  will  be  naturally 
'  expeded  from  our  incontcflablc  fuperiority  at  fea,  by  which  a  great 
part  of  the  nation  is  fo  far  deceived  as  to  imagbe,  that  bccaufe  ws 
cannot  be  conquered,  we  cannot  be  molefted. 

Nor  do  I  fee  how  it  is  polEble  to  employ  our  power  more  eSec* 
tually  for  the  protection  of  our  trade  than  by  the  method  now  purfued 
of  covering  the  ocean  with  our  fleets,  and  ftadoning  our  fliips  of  war 
in  every  place  where  danger  can  be  apprehended.  If  it  be  urged, 
that  the  inefEcacy  of  our  meafures  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  tbeii  im- 
propriety, it  will  be  proper  to  fubftitute  another  plan  of  operation, 
of  which  the  fuccefs  may  be  more  probable.  To  ine,  my  Lords,  the 
IoIe  of  fomc  of  our  mercantile  vcfiels  fhews  only  the  difproportton 
between  the  number  of  our  fliips  of  war,  and  the  e^uent  of  die  lea, 
which  is.  a  region  too  vaft  to  be  compleatly  garrifoned,  and  of  which 
the  frequenters  mufl  inevitably  be  fubjed  to  the  fudden  incurfions  of 
fubtte  rovers. 

The  difpafition  of  our  fquadrons  has  been  fuch,  as  was  doubtleft 
dieted  by  the  moft  acute  fagacity,  and  the  mod  enlightened  expe- 
rience. The  fquadron  which  was  appointed  to  guard  our  coafts  has 
been  ridiculed  as  an  ufelefs  expence  ;  and  its  frequent  excurfions  and 
returns,  without  any  memorable  attempt,  have  given  occalion  to 
endlefs  raillery,  and  inceflant  exclamations  of  wonder  and  contem^. 
But  it  is  to  be  confidered,  my  Lords,  that  the  enemies  of  this  nation, 
eiilirr  fecret  or  declared,  had  powerful  fquadrons  in  many  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean,  which,  had  they  known  that  our  coafls  were 
without  defence,  might  have  ifliicd  out  on  a  fudden,  and  have  ap- 
peared unexpe^edly  in  our  channel,  from  whence  they  might  have 
laid  our  towns  in  ruin,  entered  our  docks,  burnt  up  all  our  prepara- 
tions for  future  expeditions,  carried  into  flavery  the  inhabitants  of 
our  villages,  and  left  the  maritime  provinces  of  J^is  kingdom  in  a 
ftate  of  general  defolation. 

Out  of  this  {quadron,  hovrever  nece&ry,  diciewas  yet  a  reinforce- 
ment of  £ve  ffaips  ordered  to  affift  Haddock,  that  he  might  be  enabled 
to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  the  Spaniards,  though  affiited  by  dieii  French 
confederates,  whom  it  is  known  that  he  was  ilb  ^  from  iavouriog* 
that  he  was  ftationed  before  Barcelona  to  Mock  them  up.  Why  he 
departed  from'that  port,  and  upon  what  motives  of  policy,  oi  maxiaift 
of  war,  he  faffered  the  Spaniards  to  profecute  their  Scbeae,  be  only 
is  able  to  inform  us.         -  .  . 
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That  the  Spaniards  haye  not  at  )eaft  bern  rpared  by  defign,  is  evi- 
dent fi^xn  their  fuiTerings  in  this  war,  which  have  been  much  greater 
thanoun.  Many  of  our  fhips  have  indeed  been  fnatchcd  up  bfy  the 
npacity  of  private  adventurers,  whom  the  ardour  of  intercft  bad 
made  vigilant,  aixl  whofe  celerity  of  purfult  as  well  as  flight,  enables 
them  to  take  the  advantage  c^  the  fituation  of  their  own  ports,  and 
tbofe  of  tb^r  firicnds.  But  as  none  of  our  £hips  have  been  denied 
convoys,  I  know  not  how  the  lofs  of  them  can  be  imputed  to  ibe 
mioifiry;  and  if  any  of  tbofe  who  failed  under  die  protedion  of  Ihips 
■  of  war  hare  been  loft,  the  commanders  may  be  required  to  vindicate 
^Ktulelves  from  ifae  charge  of  negligence  or  treachery. 

Bat  this  enquiry,  my  Lords,  muft  be,  in  my  opinion,  referved  f<x 
adodttrday,  when  it  may  become  the  immediate  fubjeA  ofvur  con- 
liiltarions,  with  which  It  has  at  prefent  nu  coherence,  or  to  which  at 
kaft  it  is  very  remotely  related.  For  I  am  not  able,  upon  tiie  moll 
impartial  and  the  mo{l  attentive  confideration  of  the  Addre&  now 
{ropofed  to  your  Lordfhips,  to  perceive  any  neceffity  of  a  previous 
enquiry  into  the  conduA  of  the  war,  the  tranfa^on  of  our  negocla- 
bons,  or  die  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  our  compliance  with 
this  motion,  by  which  we  Ihall  be  far  from  flieltering  any  crime  from 
punilhment,  or  any  doubtful  condud  frcHn  enquiry }  Ihall  be  far  from 
obftrufling  the  courfe  of  national  juftice,  or  approving  what  we  do 
not  underftand. 

The  chief  tendency  of  his  Majefty's  Speech  is  to  afk  our  advice  on 
dits  extraordinary  conjun&uie  of  affairs,. a  conduA  undoubtedly 
worthy  of  a  Britilh  Monarch,  and  which  we  ought  not  to  requite 
vith  di&efpe£l ;  but  what  lefe  can  be  inferred  from  an  alteration  of 
our  eflablilhed  forms  of  Addrcfs,  by  an  omifSon  of  any  part  of  the 
Speech  ?  For  what  will  be  imagined  by  his  Majefty,  by  the  nation, 
and  by  the  whole  \yjrkl,  but  that  we  did  not  approve  what  we  did 
not  anfwer  ? 

The  Duke  of  Arcyi-e  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  :— M/ 
Loidi,  it  is  with  great  realbn  that  the  prefent  time  has  been  repre- 
lented  to  us  from  the  Throne  ai  a  time  ol  uncommon  danger  and 
dilhiTbance,  a  time  in  which  the  barriers  of  kingdoms  aie  broken 
down  in  contempt  of  every  law  of  heaven  and  of  earth,  and  in  which 
lotion,  ftfiine,  and  oppreflion  ieem  to  be  let  loofe  upon  mankind  ^ 
iisat  in  which  fome  nations  fend  out  armies  and  invade  the  terri- 
toties  of  tbcir  neighbours,  in  oppofition  to  the  moft  folemn  treaties, 
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-of  trtuch  odien,  withsqual  perfidy,  Gleiitly  fulcr,  orfecietly  favour 
die  violatioir. 
■    At  a  tinie  like  tlus,  wben  treatiet  ere  confideied  only  be  m»< 

iiientai7expeiIiean,andal1uinoeS'C(Hi<ernofecunty,  it  is  evident  ttiat 
the  prcfervation  of  out  righu,  our  intercft,  ami  our  coimnerce,  muft 
dq>endonlyan  ournaturol  ftrengtii  j  and  that  ioftead  oCcHltivatiag 
tiw'ftiendlbip  of  fiweign  powers,  which  we  muft  .purcfaafe  upoo  dif- 
■advantsgeem  conditioiu,  and  which  will  be  wididnwa  trom  «■ 
whenever  we  -flull  need  it  {  we  ou^t  therefore  to  colled  our  «wn 
force,  .and  fliew  the  world  how  little  we  ftand  in  need  of  effiftanoe, 
and  how  lictleweh»vetolear  from  die  moll  powerful  of  ourcnemtBe. 

Our  country,  my  Lords,  'feos;  deligued  hy  nature  to  fubfift  with-  ' 
-out  any  depei^aRce  on  other  lutiom,  and  by  a  fteady  and  cefiilute 
improvement  of  tiiefe  advantages  with  whic±  providence. has  Udled 
it,  may  ^.dciiance  to  mankind ;  it  might  become,  by  tfaeextenfioa 
cfomcommaree,  the  general  cmter  at  which  the  wealth  of  tbewbele 
cartfamightbecolleAcdtt^etber,  and  from  whence  it  might  beiSind 
upon  proper 'occafioni,  fer  the  diffiifion  of  liberty,  therepieffioa  «f 
infolence,  and  the  prefcrvation  of  peace. 

But  this^locy,  and  this  influence,  my  Lords,  muft  arife  from  do- 
meftick  felicity}  <nd  domeftick  felicity  cui  only  be  produced  by  a 
matnal  confidence  be^reen  the  government  and  the  people.  Where 
the  goveniors  diflruft  the  affedions  of  their  fubje£ts,  they  wUI  not  be 
very  felicitous  to  advance  their  happnefs ;  for  who  will  endeavour  to 
increafe  that  wealth  which  will,  as  be  believes,  be  employed  againft 
himi  Kor  will  the  fubjeds  chcarfully  concur  even  with  die  ne- 
ceffiuy  meafures  ofthetr  governors,  whofc  general  defigni  they  con- 
ceive to  becontrary  to  the publick  intcreft ;  becaufe  any  temporary 
fuccds  or  accidental  reputation,  will  qnly  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  mul- 
titude while  their  liberties  are  flolen  away. 

This  coniidence,  my  Lords,  muft  be  promoted  where  it  ncifts, 
-and  regained  ^ere  it  is  loft,  by  die  open  adminiftratton  of  jtritice, 
by  impartial  enqah'ies  into  ptiblic  tran&dions,  by  the  ^xdtatioa  -of 
Ifaofe  whole  wHdom  and  braveryhac  advanced  diepublidt  reputation, 
pr  increafed  die  happmefs  ofthe  nation,  and  die  cen&m  of  tbofe, 
however  elate  mth  dignides,  or  furrounded  with  dependants,  wha 
by  their  unlkilfulnefs  or  dilbonefty,  have  titber  enibariai&d  'dteir 
fountry  or  betrayed  it, 
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Eoi  dusitafon,  myLonlt,  itis  iirmyo|^nioniMeelIJnjr.to.gTan^ 
dK.utum*  -at  the  -prefent  juodurc,  with  the  pio^^e&of  thoTe  itMa- 
Jiitf,  witLoat-wbich  ho  .jxople  can  realbnably  be  latufiad,  and<to 
fKiijAcvraientxaeat  of  pafi  injuries,  and  quiet  tfaeir  apprehenfions 
(rf'.6itiue'm!rcncs,  by  a  poffibiliiy  at  lea(t,  that  thaymay  foe. the  «u- 
dion  of  all  our  milcarriagcs  called  to  a  trial  in  open  d*y>  and  dw 
Bcritof  tboie  men  acluiowleijgcd  and  rewarded,  by  wktrfe-reiiilutioa 
udint^riiy.ilnQ  imagine  Uut  the  iinal-niin  of  tbeiafclves  uid 
fofterity  has  bun.tntb«rtOrpreventtd. 

Tfaat-the  preCMtdifoontcntof  tbe  Britifli  nation  ii  almoft  UBt- 
Ktfal,  tbatfi^icionhasinfulad  iilelf  intoevery  rank  and  denomina- 
tioo  of  iBea,  tbatcomi^aintsof  the  nefle^of  our  commeicc^  the 
^Du&fftication  of -our  trealure,-and  the  un^Kcebfulnefe-of  our  armt, 
ire  to  be  heard  from  -every  -mouth,  aod  inevcry  j^aec,  •wbeie  nma 
^lareuttcr^irfcntiment^  I  fu^ofe,  my  Lords,  no  man  wiHrdeny  { 
'fcf'iAoever  fboutd  ftand  up  in  oppofition  to  the  truth  of  a  b£k  Jo 
gucrally  known,  would  diftinguifl)  bimreJf,  even  ui^is.iige  rf  eT- 
fnmtHyand  coiruption,.by:a«onteiDptofrepaUtion,  not  jetikoowo 
Htongft  mankin^r 

And  iodetd,  -*ay  Lords,  itmuft  be  confciled  that  thele  diCcontenti 
-Md  (4aaioiirs  a(c-.  prodcced  by  ftich  an  appearance  of  foUy,  or  of 
tRMbery,  as  few  4geS4)r  nations  have  ever  known;  by  Aich  an  ob- 
fiBnfperbnrance  in  bad  mealiires,  as  flume  ba$^ichertQ  prcvenMd 
iadiofe  upon  whom  nobler  motives,  fidelity  to  their  Uruft,  and  l^e 
of  their  country,  had  lolV  tiieir  influence.  , 

Otbermiiiifleis,  when  tbey.bavc  Ibcmed  defigns  of  facnficii^  the 
Jiablidc  inttrefi  to  their  own,  have  been  compelled  to  better  n«a- 
wnhy  timel||d[fcaverics,  and  juft  reprelentations.^tfaey  have-been 
crioinal  only  becaule  they  hoped  fw  fccrecy,  and  have -vindicated 
tfadrconduA  no  longer  than  iriiile  they  had  hopes  that  their  apologies 
•ight  deceive. 

Bat  our  heroic -miotften,  my  Lords,  have  let  diemfelves  free  from  ' 
-4be4Mktdcles.ef'Girciimi^>c£lioD,  they  have  difliunhened  themfelvrs  of 
^  ««harraflaients  -c^  oautios,  and  claim  an  exemption  from  Ae 
^■ctffi^  of  fiipportitqg .  tiwir  meafores  by  laborious  dedudkmi  and' 
■Rfiil'raaroningt  j  they  -defy  the  publickwhen  they  can  no  longer  de- 
Meit,  and  profecute,  in, the  face  of  the  fuq,  thole  meafures  which 
Ac;  hare  not  been  able  to  fupport,  and  of  wl^>  the  &od.  coofe- 
^Mocn  ate  fbrefeen  bj  the  whf4e  nation^ 
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When  they  have  beendetefled  in  one  abfurdity,  they  take  flielter 
in  another  j  ^en  experience  has  flicwn  that  one  of  their  attenpts 
was  dcfigned  only  to  injure  their  country,  they  propofe  a  (econd  of 
the  fan^e  kind  with  equal  confidence,  boaft  again  of  their  integrity, 
and  again  require  the  concurrence  of  the  Icgillature,  and  the  fupport 
of  the  people. 

When  they  had  for  a  long  time  fuflfered  our  trading  veflels  to  be 
feized  in  fight  of  our  own  ports,  vthen  they  had  dilpatched  fleets  into 
the  Mediterranean,  only  to  lie  expofcd  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather, 
and  to  iail  from  one  eoaft  to  another,  only  to  (hew  that  they  had  no 
hollile  intentions,  and  that  they  were  fitted  out  by  the  friends  of  tfie 
Spaniards,  only  to  amufe  and  cxhauft  the  nation,  they  at  leng;th 
thought  it  neccflary  to  lull  the  impatience  of  the  people,  who  began  to 
dilcover  that  they  had  hitherto  been  harrafled  with  taxes  and  impref&s 
to  no  purpofe,  by  the  appearance  of  a  new  effort  for  the  fubje£tion  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  divert,  by  the  expectations  which  an  army  and  a 
fleet  naturally  raifc,  any  clamours  at  their  paft  conduft. 

For  this  end,  having  entered  into  their  ufual  confultations,  they 
projc<£hd  an  expedition  into  America,  for  which  they  raifed  forces 
and  procured  tranfports,  with  all  the  pomp  of  preparation  for  the 
conqueft  of  half  the  continent,  not  fo  much  to  alarm  the  Spaniards, 
which  I  conceive  but  a  fccondary  view,  as  to  fill  the  people  (rf  Britain 
with  amufing  profpech  of  great  atchievements,  of  the  addition  of 
new  dominions  to  this  empire,  and  an  ample  reparation  for  all  thar 
damages. 

Thus  provided  with  forces  fuflicient  in  appearance  for  diis  mighty 
enterprife,  they  embarked  them  after  many  delays,  and  difmifled  them 
to  their  fate,  having  (irft  difpofed  their  regulations  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  it  was  impoffible  that  they  fhould  meet  with  fucccfs. 

I  can  call  your  Lordfhips  to  witnefs,  that  this  impoffibility  was  not 
difcovcred  by  me  after  the  event,  for  I  foretold  in  this  Houle,  that 
their  dcfigns  fo  condu£Ud,  muH  evidently  miJcarry. 

Nor  was  this  predidion,  my  Lords,  the  efie^  of  any  uncommoK 
fjgacity,  or  any  accidental  conjeflure  on  future  confequences  whi^h 
h-ippencd  to  be  right;  for  to  any  man  who  has  had  opportunities  of 
obfcrving  that  knowledge  in  war  is  ncceflaty  to  fucceTs,  and  expe- 
rience is  the  foundation  of  knowledge,  it  was  fufltcicntly  plain  that 
»jr  forces'  mufl  be  repuUed. 

Tfce 
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The  fbfcei  fent  into  America,  my  Lords  were  newly  riulcd, 
fbced  under  the  direi^on  of  oiEcers  not  left  ignorant  than  them- 
felKs,  and  commanded  by  a  man  who  never  had  commanded  any 
mMps  before ;  and  who,  however  laudable  he  might  have  difchargcd 
ibe  Juty  of  a  Captain,  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  province  of 
iGeneraJ. 

Yet  was  this  man,  my  Lords,  preferred,  not  only  to  a  multitude 
(f  other  officers,  to  whom  exiieiience  muft  have  been  of  fmall  advan-  ■ 
tige,ifit  did  not  furnifli  them  with  lenowledgc  far  fuperior  to  bis, 
hut  to  five  and  forty  Generals,  of  whom  I  hc^e  the  nation  has  no 
rcalba  to  fufpe&  that  any  of  them  would  not  gladly  have  ferved  it  on 
anoccalion  of  To  great  importance,  and  willingly  have  condutSbed  an' 
opedition  intended  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  name,  the 
Itiror  of  our  arms,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  commerce. 

When  raw  trocqis,  my  Lords,  with^oung  officers,  arc  to  a£t  un- 
der tbe  command  of  an  unfkilfLJl  General,  what  is  it  reafonable  to  ex- 
}t&,  but  what  has  happened,  overthrow,  jlaughtcr,  and  ignominy  i 
What  but  that  cheap  victories  fhould  heighten  the  infolence,  and 
hudcD  the  obftinacy  of  our  enemies ;  and  that  we  Ibould  not  oidy 
be  weakened  by  pur  lols,  but  difpirlted  by  our  difgracc  j  by  the  dif- 
petofbetng  overthrown  by  thofe  whom  we  have  defpiicd,  and  with 
lAom  nothing  but  our  own  foUy  could  have  reduced  us  to  a  level. 

Tile  other  conjecture  which  I  ventured  to  propofe  to  your  Lord- 
fluft,  with  regard  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  was  not  founded  on 
&&  equally  evident  with  the  former,  though  experience  has  difco- 
Twed  dut  it  was  equally  true.  It  vras  then  affeited,  both  by  other 
Lords  and  myfelf,  that  money  would  be  chofcn  by  that  Princcfs  as  an 
■fiftaoce  more  ufeful  than  forces ;  an  opinion,  which  the  Lords  who 
tre  engaged  in  the  admlniAratton  vigoroufly  oppofcd.  In  confe- 
rence of  their  determination,  forces  were  hired,  for  what  purpofe — 
Inthcm  now  declare,  fince  none  but  themfelves  have  yet  known. 

ThM  at  Icaft  they  were  not  <aken  into  our  pay  for  the  fervice  for 
vtiicl)  they  were  required,  the  fuccour  of  the  Houle  of  Auftria,  is 
vA  evident,  unlefg  tbe  name  of  armies  is  imagined  flifficient  to.in-  - 
^■nidate  the  French,  as  the  Spaniards  are  to  be  Aibdued  by  the 
%lit  of  fleets.  They  never  marched  towards  her  frontiers,  never 
"ffM  her  enemies,  or  atForded  her  the  Icafl:  aJIjftance,  but  flood  idle 
tad  UDconcernad  in  the  territories  of  Hanover }  nor  was  Jt  known 
**  they  exiilcd  by  any  other  proof  than  that  remittances  lyerc  made 
fcr  tbeir  pay. 
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Stub,  tOf^iet^  was  tbrafiftaiwot  t(M  witb'  (b!iituet>flKcitu4e, 
aadilcMcdwidTifa-niuchiexpeditioni  for  tbe-Queenof  Huhgwv;  ftidii 
««ra  tbv  (Ateofl  tUc  '2B*l-of^  our  iltuftrious  miniftBr*  for  die  pre- 
fimtMR'of  tbtt  Mtgtift  Houl*,  to  whofe  Allizncs  we  Are  perhaps  inw 
dfafatedifbr  the  preferration'Of  our  religion  and  ow-  liberties',  and  !»• 
which  all  Europe  tnuft  have  recourfe  for  fiiclter  from  the  opprcffion  of 
FnHMte. 

When  this  formidable  bod))  of  men  wa;  aflembledi  m^  Lords,  and 
rc«iew«d,  tbej>  were  perhaps  found  too  graceful  andtoo  well  Ibrted  to 
be  expofed  to  the- dangers  of'  a-batile  ;  and  the  fame  ttademefr  tliat 
ia»  To  Ibng  prcftrved  our  own  forces  from  any  other  field  than  the 
Parlt,  might  relcuethem  from  the  fntigues  of  accompanying  thea£Bve- 
bvfiars  in  their  incurfiotir*  or  die  ftctdy  Auftrians  in  their  conflt£b. 

Whatever  wm  the  mftini  my  Lords,  It  it  certain  that  they  bavo> 
been  reftrvcd  far  other  opportvnitiee  oP  flgnalicing'  their  courage* 
aitd'  they-fltpt  in  (tuicT,  and' fattened  upon  the  wealdi  or  Britain, 
irtiile  dieenemtctof  our  illufVrious',  magnanimous,  and  unfortunate 
ally,  entered'  her  teiritbiteS'  without  oppofition,  marched  through 
them  untnttmiptedi  and'ratber'took  pofTcffionthaa  made  conquefls-. 

That  in  this  condition  of  her  afFairs,  the  Queen'  woiMirefufe  an' 
ofitrof  12,000  men;  that  when  fhewai  driven  from  onecountrytoi 
another,  attended  by  an  army  fcarcely  fufficlent  to  form  a'  flyinp 
camp,  (be  would  not  gladly  have  accepted  a'  reinforcement  fo  power- 
fb],  let  thofe  believe,  my  Lords,  who  have- yet  never  been  deceived' 
by  miniftcrial  faith. 

Thcreal  dcftgna  of  the  minifhy,  myLordr,  are  fuflkiently  obvit. 
otK,  nor  is  any  thing"  more  certain,  than  diat  diey  had  in  requiring 
this  mock  afflfamce  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  no  other  defign,  thair 
tfaat  of- railing  her  expedations-  only  to  deceive  tbem ;  and  to  diverr 
'  her,  by  confidence  in  their  preparations,  ftom  having  recourfe  to  morr 
efficacious  expedients,  that  fhe  might  become,  without  refiftaiice,  the 
fbve  of  F'tance.  ' 

For  this  pnrpofe  they  determined  to  Aiccour  her  with-  forcer  tatfaer 
than  with  money,  becaufe  many'reafoni  might  be  pretended,  by 
which,  the-  man*  of  the  forces  mi^t  be  retarded ;  but  the  mot»ey, 
myLordsj  when  granted,  mufthavc  been  morefpeedily  remitted. 

Atlafl-theQueenj  weary  with  delays,  and- undoubtedly  raffii:iemly 
infonMd  of  thofe-  dtfigns,  which  are  now  however  generally  difr 
aumed,  confidently  denied-,  defijxd'afupplyof  money,  wfaicb  might 
be  granted  without  leaving  Haoover  expo&d  to  an  invafion.     Widr 
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&ii Jeaiaa4  Vhicb  die)r  badno  preteiwa  to  imjt  tttny-baVe-jnt-  fotuul- 
apedientt  to  delay  tbeir  compliance.  For  it  docs  not  tqipeKr  that 
Ac  wfaolefuo  gnuited  h»  jet  been  paid-  i  and  it.  would  wdlbecoma 
ink  nobleLords,  vrtKrfs  offices  give  dttBiiin'Op|WrtiHiit7»c£ob&rv- 
lag  die  diftributiDn  of  tbe  piiblicic  moiMy^  to  jufttf)"  tbemfdvei  fmoi 
it  liifpiaoni  of  the  nation,  by  decUriiig  tqicnly  what  has  been  re- 
miaed,  and  wfaat  yetremains  to  be  (UfbuiM  &r  Ibmt  other  purpofti 

Is  it  not  tfaercAre  rvidnU,  my  Lords,  that  by  promiAng  affifbnce' 
to  this  uhbappf  Prinoefs  the  mimflry  intended  to  deceive'  herf' 
That  when  thejn  Sattend  her  with  the  i^roaoh'of  awaliuy-  forces, 
tbey  defigned  only  to  fiation  thent  vrftcte  they  mi^t  ganifim  the' 
fraikien  ofl  Hanover  ?  And  diar  wben  they  fbroed  bef  to  foHcit  fttr 
pcnmiar^  aidi  they  delayed  the  payment  of  tbe  fubfidyi  that  tt  mi^t 
ut  be  received'till  it  could  produce  no  eSed  I 

This,,  nty  Lords^  itnotcmly  evident  from  the  manifeft  abfurdity  of 
dicir  conduct  upon  any  other  fuppofitiMi,  but  from  the  general 
iitoBa  iriucb  has  alwaya  been  purfued  by  the  laan.wfaole  diaatorial 
isibufUons  regtdaie  the  ^inicmt  of  all  diofo  that  conftitute  the  mi-- 
aifry,  and  of  «4iaaiiit  it  well  knomi,  that  it  has  been  the  great  pur- 
pcfe  of  lus  life  to  aggrandize  France,  by  applying  to  her  for  alBlbncs 
i*  ifflaginary  diftreOcs  from  fiflitious  confederacieiv  and  by  facriiioing 
Mfaer  in  return  tbe  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  die  commerce  of  firitun. 

Hmt  tben,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  aHerted  by  us,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Ataftria  has  been  vigilantly  fupported?  How  can  we  approve  mea- 
bat  of  which  we  dtfcover  no  cfiediibut  the  nqicnce  of  the  nation  f 
A  double  CMpence,  produced  firft  by  raiSng  troops,  which  dxnigh 
granted  for  the  affiftance  of  the  Auftriam,  have- been  made  uie  oS 
ttdyfor  theproteAioa  of  Hanover,  and  by  the  grant  of  money  in  the 
pboe  of:  theie  troops  whichwere  thut falladoMfly  obtained,  and  dun 
wprofitably  employed  I 

For  what  purpofe  tbele  forces  were  in  reality  raifed,  I  iiippoft  iw 
■as  can  be  ignorant^  and  no  man  to  whom  it  is  known  can  pofflUy 
appn»«  it.  How  then,  itay.  Lords,,  can  we  concur  in  an  Addfcft 
tgr  whick  the  pcofie  muft  be  pcriiiaded,  dm  we  either  vk  deeeived 
wi&lves,  or  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  tbeta;  that  we  eitfan  dare 
MtcoDdmm  any  tneafiirea  however  deArnfiivo^  orthatat  leaft  wear* 
ioiuifie  to  ai^ore  them,,  left  enqiury  Ihould  dtfoovtr-  tbeir  tendency 
taviiaal^.tftlenv  »>tbe  power  of  qftaudin|  tfanSf  witbentaa 
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open  decljiration  of  our  own  impotence,  or  dirregard  Saz  die  welfare 
of  the  publick. 

Tbe  complaints  of  die  people  arc  already  clamorous,  and  their 
difcoDtent  open  and  univer&l  %  and  lurely  the  voice  of  the  people 
ought  at  leaft  to  awake  us, to  an  examination  of  their  condition^  And 
-  though  we  ibould  not  immediately  condemn' thofe  whom  they  cenfure 
and  deleft,  as  the  authors  of  their  miferies,.  wc  ought  at  leaft  to  pay 
fo  much  regard  to  the  acculation  of  the  whole  community,  as  not  to 
reject  it  without  enquiry,  as  a  fu^icion  merely  chimerical. 

Whediei  thefe  complaints  and  fufpiclons,  tny  Lords,  proceed  from 
real  injuries  and  imminent  dangers,  or  from  fajfc  accu&tions  and 
groundlefe  terrors,  they  equally  deferve  the  attention  of  this  Houfe, 
whofe  great  care  is  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  People  equally 
worthy  of  your  tcndcroefs  and  regard,  whether  they  arc  betrayed  by 
«ne  party  or  another;  whether  they  are  plundered  by  the  advocates 
of  the  adminiftration,  under  pretence  of  fupporting  the  government, 
or  aSTrightcd  with  unreafonabie  clamours  by  the  opponents  t^  the 
court,  under  the  fpecious  appearance  of  protefling  liberty.  The 
people,  my  Lords,  are  in  either  cafe  equally  miferable,  and  deferve 
equally  to  be  refcued  from  diftrcfs. 

By  what  method,  my  Lords,  can  this  be  effcaed,  but  by  feme 
publick  afTurancc  from  this  Houfe,  that  the  tranraSlons  of  the  nation 
fhall  no  longer  be  concealed  in  impenetrable  fecrecy ;  diat  mcafurcs 
fliall  be  no  longer  approved  without  examination ;  that  publick  evils 
fliall  be  traced  to  their  caufes ;  and  that  difgrace,  which  they  have 
hitherto  brought  upon  the  publick,  fliall  fall  for  the  future  only  upon 
the  authors  of  them. 

Of  giving  this  afTurance,  and  of  quieting  by  it  the  clamours  of  the 
people  i  clamours  which,  whether  juft  or  not,  are  too  formidable  to  be 
(lighted,  and  too  loud  not  to  be  heard,  we  have  now,  the  molt  proper 
Opportunity  before  us.  The  Addrefs  which  the  praSice  of  our  an- 
ceftors  requires  us  to  make  to  his  Majefty,  may.  give  us  occafion  of 
cxprelling  at  once  o)ir  loyalty  to  die  Crown,  and  our  fidelity  to  our 
country,  our  zeal  for  the  honour  (^  our  Sovereign,  and  eui  regard 
for  the  happinefs  of  the  people. 

■■  For  this  purpofe  it  is  neceflary  that,  as.  we  preferve  tlie  prance  tjf 
our  anceftors  in  one  refpefl,  we  revive  it  in  another ;  that  we  imitate 
thofe  in  juft  freedom  of  language  whom  we  follow  in  the  decent  forms 
of  ceremony  i   and  Ihew,  that  as  we  prelcrvc,  like  them,  a  due 
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kn(e  of  the  regal  digni^,  (o  lilce  them  we  know  likewise  bow  to 
prrierve  our  own,  and  defpife  flattery  or  one  fide,  as  wc  decline 
rudene^  on  the  other. 

A  praSicc,  my  Lords,  has  prevailed  of  late,  which  cannot  but  bt 
■Uowed  pernicious  to  the  publick,  and  deri^atory  from  the  honour  of 
this  Af&mbly  ;  a  praflice  of  retaining  inoui  Addreft  the  words  of  the 
Speech,  and  of  following  it  fervilely  from  period  to  period,  u  if  it 
were  expedcd  that  wc  (hould  always  adopt  the  femimetits  of  the 
Court ;  as  if  we  were  not  fummoncd  to  advife  but  to  approve,  attd 
i^ove  withoqt  examination. 

By  fuch  Addreflcs,  my  Lords,  all  enquiries  may  be  eafily  pre- 
cluded ;  for  the  minilter  by  whom  the  Speech  is  compiled,  may  eafUy 
'  introduce  the  moft  criminal  tranfa^lons  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that 
they  may  obtain  the  approbation  of  this  Houfe  ;  which  he  may  plead 
dttrwards  at  our  bar,  when  he  fltall  be  called  before  it,  aodeitheria- 
volve  us  in  the  difgrace  of  inconflftency,  and  expolie  us  to  general 
contempt,  or  be  acquitted  by  our  former  fufirages,  which  it  would 
be  reproachful  to  retraA,  and  yet  criminal  to  confirm. 

It  is  not  necelTary,  my  Lords,  on  this  occafion  to  t>bferve  whaf 
sll  parties  have  long  fmce  acknowledged,  when  it  did  not  promote 
thnr  intereft  to  deny  it,  that  every  Speech  from  the  Throne  is  to  be 
cofllidercd  at  the  work  of  the  miniHer,  becaufe  it  is  generally  written 
liy  him }  or  if  compofed  by  the  King  hintfelf,  mufl  be  drawn  up.ia 
purfuance  of  the  information  and  counfcl  of  the  miniftry,  to  whom  it 
is  diereibrc  ultimately  to  be  referred,  and  mayconfcquently  be  exa- 
Buned  without  any  bilure  c^  refpeS  to  the  perfoD  of  the  Prince. 

This  ought  however  to  be  obferved,  my  Lords,  (hat  it  may  appear 
more  plainly  how  certainly  this  practice  may  be  imputed  to  the  artifices 
of  mioiftcrs,  fince  it  does  not  promote  the  hom>ur  of  the  Prince,  and 
manifeftly  obflrui^s  the  intereft  of  the  people ;  fince  it  is  a  practice 
irrational  in  itfelf,  becaufe  it  is  inconfiflenc.  with  the  great  purpofe  of 
^  A&mbly,  and  can  therefore  ferve  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
'pocuring  iraicmnity  to  the  minillers,  by  placing  ^em  out  of  the 
tudi  of  future  animadverfion. 

Let  not,  my  Lords,  the  uninterrupted  continuuice  of  this  prance 
fatfone  reigns  be  pleaded  in  its  defence,  for  nothing  is  more  worthy 
tf  6k  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  than  to  prevent  the  multiplication  of 
dangerous  precedents.  That  a  cuftom  manifeflly  injurious  to  the 
(ublic  has  continued  long,  is  the  Arongeft  rcafoa  for  breaking  it,  be- 
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caufe  it  sequins  ertrj  jttt  new  authority  and  greater  veneriaQon  : 
if  when  B  nation  is  alarmed  stnd  <liflra<£lc(3,  a  cuflom  of  twent7  years 
is  not  to  be  infringed,  it  may  in  twenty  years  more  be  fo  firinly 
cftaUiflied,  that  many  may  think  it  neceflary  to  be  fupported,  even 
when  thofe  czlajnities  arc  incontcftably  felt,  whicti  perhaps  now  are 
only  feared. 

I  {ball  therefon,  my  Lords,  propofe,  that  of  the  Addre&  moved 
for  all  be  left  out  but  the  firft  paragraph  ;  it  will  then  be  mor«  con* 
fifient  with  the  honour  of  your  Lordlhips,  with  our  regard  for  the 
people,  and  with  our  duty  to  the  Crown,  and  hope  no  Lord  will  reT 
fiife  his  concurrence. 

Lord  Hasdwicke  rofc  next,  and  fpok«  to  the  following  effefl  :— 
My  Lords,  upon  an  attentive  confideration  of  the  Addreft  now  pro- 
pofed,  I  am  not  able  to  ditcover  any  objections  which  can  juftly 
hinder  the  tuiftnimous  concurrence  of  this  Allembly,  lince  there  is  not 
any  ptopofition  cpntained  in  it  either  dangerous  or  uncerUio> 

-  The  noble  Lords  who  have  oppofcd  this  motion  with  the  moft  ar- 
dent vehemence,  are  vei^  hi  from  denying  what  is  affertcd  in  it  { 
they  readily  grant  that  deiigns  are  concerted  by  many  formidable 
powers  Bgainft  tht  Houfe  of  Aullria,  and  that  die  conTcqusnces  at 
the  ruin  of  that  family  mull  extend  to  the  utmoft  parts  of  £ur<q>e;, 
and  endanger  the  liberties  of  Britain  itfelf }  that  the  power  of  France 
will  then  be  without  a  rival,  and  that  fhe  may  afterwards  'gratify  her 
ambition  without  fear  and  without  danger. 

-  Nor  is  it,  my  Lords,  lefs  obvious  in  itfelf,  or  lefs  generally  al- 
lowed, that  ritis  is  a  time  which  demands  the  moft  ai^ve  vigour,  the 
moft  invariable  unanimity,  and  the  moll  diligent  difpatch ;  that 
nothing  tan  interrupt  the  courfc  of  our  common  enemies  but  tbc 
wifeft  counfdi,  and  tbc  moft  refolutc  oppofition  |  and  that  upon  our 
conduA  at  this  great  conjun^ure  may  probably  depend  tbc  ba^ocA 
and  liberty  of  ourfelves,  our  allies,  and  our  pofterity. 

All  this,  my  Lords,  is  allowed  to  be  apparently  and  indi^tably 
true,  I  em  therefore  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  can  be  the  occafion  of 
the  debate  in  which  fome  of  your  Lorddips  have  engaged.  As  the 
caufcs  of  the  calamities  which  are  faid  to  direaten  us  are  aotafigtted 
in  the  Addrefs,  we  fliall  leave  ourklves  at  full  liberty  to  charge  diea 
upon  thofe  who  {ball  appear  from  future  mquiries  to  dalcrve  fo  bcavj 
«n  accufation. 
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If  the  minifters  of  die  court  have  by  iny  inconftancy  uj  theiy 
nmfures,  or  folly  in  their  negotiations,  given  an  opportunity  tit  itifi 
aemies  of  Europe  to  extend  their  influence,  or  endangered  either 
our  own  intereft,  or  that  of  our  allies;  if  they  have  by  oppreffioa 
omegligence  alienated  from  his  Majcdy'the  afFe^lions  of  his  peoploi 
or  the  confidence  of  his  confederates,  nothing  that  is  contained  ia 
the  Addre&  now  before  us  can  be  produced  by  them  in  juftification 
of  ibeir  cooduS,  or  fecure  them  from  accufation,  cenfure,  and 
{niniflunent. 

If  the  war,  my  Lords,  has  been  hitherto  carried  on  with  dandeftinc 
fltpulations,  or  treacherous  compa& ;  if  our  admirals  have  received 
otden  to  mire  lirom  the  coaft  of  Spain,  only  to  give  our  enemies  ai} 
opportunity  of  invading  the  dominions  of  the  Qi^een  of  Hungary, 
or  have  without  direfiions  deferted  their  ftations,  and  abandoned  thr 
protedion  of  our  commerce  and  our  colonics ;  we  fhall,  notwith- 
ftaoding  this  Addrefs,  retain  in  our  hands  the  privilege  of  enquiring 
iota  their  coodufl,  and  the  power,  if  it  be  found  criminal^  of  infliA- 
iiig  fuch  penalties  as  juftice  fhall  require. 

I  know  not  therefore,  my  Lords,  upon  what  motives  the  debate  i| 
continued,  nor  what  objedlions  they  are  which  binder  our  unanimityt 
at  1  time  when  all  petty  controverfKS  ought  to  be  forgot,  and  all ' 
nominal  diilin^ions  laid  aiide ;  at  a  time  when  general  danger  may 
jiiftly  claim  general  attention,  and  we  ought  to  fufpcnd  the  aA'ertion 
of  our  particular  opinions,  and  the  profecution  of  our  feparate  inte« 
refit,  and  regard  only  the  oppofition  of  France^  the  fu^Kirt  of  our 
allies,  and  the  prefervaiion  of  our  country. 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  oflered  their  (cntim^nts  on  this  occa- 
Son,  have  very  diffufely  expatiated  on  the  mileries  diat  impend  over 
«,  and  have  fltewn  uncommon  dexterity  and  acuteaefa  in  tracing 
them  all  to  one  fiuirce,  the  wcaknds  or  diihonefty  of  the  BritUh 
■sinifiry. 

For  my  part*  ray  Lords,  though  perhaps  I  believe  that  maijy  cir-> 
CBofiances  of  the  prefent  diflrels  are  to  be  imputed  to  'accidents 
which  Could  not  be  forefeen,  and  that  the  conduA  of  the  miniflry, 
^"vever  fometimes  diiappointed  of  the  efleAs  intended  by  tt,  iras 
}tt  prudent  and  luicere,  1  fliall  at  prefent  fiirbear  to  engage  in  their 
^iice,bccaiiledKdifcuffionofaqueltioafocomplicated  muftnecel^- 
o\}  n^iiic  nuich  timo,  aad  bccaufe  I  think  k  not  fo  ufefHl  to  enquire 
£  a  bow 
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how  wc  wrre  involved  in  our  prcfent  difficulties,  as  by  what  means 
we  may  be  extricated  from  them. 

The  method  by  which  weak  ftates  arc  made  ftrong,  aad  by  which 
ihofe  that  arc  already  powerful^  are  enabled  to  exert  their  ftrength 
with  efficacy  it  the  promotion  of  union,  and  the 'abolition  of  all  fuf- 
picions  by  which  the  people  may  be  incited  to  a  diftruft  of  their  So- 
vereign, or  the  Sovereign  provoked  to  a  difregard  of  his  people. 
With  this  view,  my  Lords,  all  AddrelTes  ought  to  be  drawn  up,  and 
this  confideration  will  be  fufficient  to  leflrain  us  from  any  innova- 
tions at  a  time  like  this. 

If  it  ihould  be  granted,  my  Lords,  that  the  ancient  method  were 
better  adapted  to  the  general  intention  of  Addrefles,  more  corre- 
fpondent  to  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  and  liable  to  fewer  inconve- 
niencies  than  that  which  later  times  have  introduced,  yet  it  will  not 
follow  that  we  can  now  (afrly  change  it. 

Nothing  in  the  whole  doSrine  of  politics  is  better  known,  than 
that  ther^' are  times  when  the  redrefs  of  grievances  inveterate  and 
cuftomary  is  not  to  be  attempted ;  times  when  the  utmoft  care  is 
barely  fufficient  to  avert  extreme  calamities,  and  prevent  a  total  dif- 
folution ;  and  in  which  the  conftderaiion  of  lighter  evils  mull  not 
be  fufiered  to  interrupt  more  important  counfels,  or  divert  that  aN 
tention  which  the  prefervation  of  the  flate  neceflaiily  demands. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prcfent  time,  even  by  the  confeiTion  of  thofc 
who  have  oppofed  the  motion,  and  of  whom  therefore  it  may  be 
reafonably  demanded.  Why  they  wafte  thefe  'important  hours  in 
debates  upon  forms  and  words  f 

For  that  only  forms  and  words  have  produced  the  debate,  muft 
be  apparent,  even  to  themfelves,  when  the  fervour  of  controverfy 
fhalt  have  flackened ;  when  that  vehemence,  widi  which  the  tnoft 
moderate  are  fometimes  tranfported,  and  that  acrimony,  which  can- 
dour itlejf  cannot  always  forbear,  {hall  give  way  to  rcAcftion  and  to 
reafon.  That  the  danger  is  preffing,  and  that  preffing  dangers  re- 
quire expedition  and  unanimity,  they  willingly  grant;  and  what 
mqrc  is  ailerted  in  the  Addrefs  ? 

That  any  Lord  Ihould  be  unwilling  to  concur  in  the  cuftomarjr 
expreffions  of  thankfulnefs  and  duty  to  his  Majelly,  or  in  acknow- 
ledgments of  that  regard  for  this  Afiembly  with  whidi  he  afks  oiir 
alGllance  and  advice,  I  am  unwilling  to  fufpe& ;  nor  can  I  imagine 
that  any  part  of  the  oppofmon  to  this  propofal  can  be  pioduced  by 

unwil- 
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mwiUtBgoeTs  to* comply  with  his  Majcfty's  demands,  and  topromife 
tbat  advice  and  affitlance,  which  it  is  our  duty,  both  to  our  Sove- 
itign,  our  country,  and  ourfclvcs,  to  ofivr. 

That  thole,  my  Lordi;,  who  have  exprefled  in  ternis  fo  fiill  of  in- 
dignation their  refentment  of  the  imaginary  negled  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary's  intercft,  have  declared  the  Houfc  of  Auftria  the  anly 
bulwark  of  Europe,  and  exprefled  their  dread  of  the  encroachments 
of  France  with  emoiions  which  nothing  but  real  paffion  can  produce, 
fitould  be  unwilling  to  aHert  their  refolutjon  of  adhering  to  the 
Pragmatic  Sandion,  and  of  defending  the  liberties  of  the  empire^ 
onnot  be  frppofed. 

And  yet>  my  Lords,  what  other  reafons  of  their  condud  can  be 
?%ned  either  by  the  emperor,  or  the  people,  or  the  allies  of  Bri- 
tain ;  thofe  allies  whofe  claim  they  fo  warmly  alTert,  and  whofe  me- 
rits they  fo  loudly  extol  f  Will  it  not  be  imagined  in  foreign  courts, 
that  the  meafures  now  recommended  by  the  emperor,  are  thought 
not  confiftent  with  the  intereft  of  the  nation  i  Will  it  not  be  readily 
believed,  that  we  propofe  to  abandon  thofe  defigns  of  which  we 
cannot  be  pcrfuaded  to  declare  our  approbation  ? 

What  will  be  the  confequcnce  of  fuch  an  opinion  artfully  propa- 
gated by  France,  and  confirmed  by  appearances  fo  likely  to  deceive, 
may  eafily  be  forefeen,  and  fafely  predi^ed.  The  French  will  pro- 
fccute  their  fchemes  with  frefli  ardour,  when  thcv  dread  no  longer 
any  interruption  from  the  only  nation  able  to  rellft  them ;  and  it  is 
veil  known,  my  Lords,  how  t^n  confidence,  by  exciting  courage, 
produces  fucccfs. 

Nor  indeed  can  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours,  thus  animated  and 
quickened,  be  eaiily  doubted,  fince  the  fame  appearances  that  en* 
courage  them  will  intimidate  their  enemies.  Our  allies  will  then 
dude  no  longer  of  union  againll  the  general  enemy ;  they  muft 
Hna^ne  their  united  force  infufficient,  and  the  only  emulation 
aouagft.tbem  will  quickly  be,  which  fliall  firft  offer  his  liberty  to 
Ue,  vriio  Qiall  firll  pay  his  court  to  the  mafters  of  die  world,  and 
merit  mercy  by  a  fpccdy  fubmiffion. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  will  the  Houfe  of  Auflria,  that  Houfe  fo  faith- 
w  to  Britain,  and  To  fleady  in  its  oppofition  to  the  defigns  of  the 
fmicb  ambition,  be  finally  funk  In  irrecoverable  ruin,  by  thofe  who 
■ppeai  to  jJeale  themfelves  with  declamations  in  its  praife,  and  relb- 
ItitioMforits  defence  j -and  who  oever  fpctk  of  die  French  without 
"Sf  ud  dcteftuion.  * 
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If  on  fbii  occafion,  my  Lords,  we  fliouU  give  any  fufpicion  of 
unufual  difcontent,  what  could  be  concluded  but  that  we  are  un- 
willing any  longer  to  embarrafs  ourfelvcs  with  remote  confiderations, 
to  load  this  natloa  with  taxes  for  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  of 
other  Sovereigns,  and  to  hazard  armies  in  the  defence  of  the  conti- 
nent i  What  can  our  allies  think,  but  that  we  arc  at  prefent  weary 
of  the  burthenforae  and  expenfive  honour  of  holding  the  balance  of 
power  in  our  hands,  are  content  to  refign  the  unquiet  province  of 
Ae  arbiters  of  Europe,  and  propofe  to  confine  our  care  hencefor- 
ward to  our  immediate  iotercft,  and  Chut  up  ourfelvcs  in  our  own 
ifland  i 

That  this'  is  the  real  defign  of  any  of  ihofe  noble  Lords  who  have 
•ppofed  the  motion,  1  do  not  intend  to  infinuate ;  for  I  doubt  not 
but  they  believe  the  general  intercft  both  of  this  nation  and  its  allio, 
moft  likely  to  be  promoted  by  the  method  of  Addrcls  which  tbey 
lecommcnd,  lince  they  declare  that  ttiey  do  not  think  our  {rate  deT- 
pcrate,  and  confefs  the  importance  of  tl-.e  affairs  00  which  we  ate 
required  by  his  Majelly  to  deliberate,  to  be  fuch,  that  nothing  ought 
to  reprefs  our  endeavours  but  impo£bility  of  fuccefs. 
■  Such  is  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  thofe  noble  Lords,  that 
die  hopes  which  I  bad  formed  of  feeing  the  deftru^ive  attempts  of 
the  French  once  more  deflated,  and  power  reftorcd  again  to  that 
equipoife  which  is  necefiary  to  the  continuance  of  tranquillity  and 
kappincls,  have  received  new  ftrength  froca  their  concurrence,  and 
I  fball  ndw  heai  wtdi  lefe  folicitude  the  threats  of  France. 

That  the  French,  my  Lords,  are  not  invincible,  the  nc^le  Duke 
tibo  fpoks  laft  has  often  experiet>ced ;  nor  is  there  any  reafon  for 
imagining  that  tbey  arc  now  more  formidable  than  when  we  en- 
countered them  in  the  fields  of  Blenheim  and  Ramillies.  Nothing  ■ 
is  requifite  but  a  (irrti  untM)  minong  thofe  princes  who  are  immedi- 
ktely  in  danger  froca  their  encroachments,  to  reduce  them  to  villi- 
draw  their  forces  from  the  countries  of  their  neighbours,  and  quit» 
for  the  defence  of  their  own  territories,  their  fchemes  of  bcftowing 
empires,  and  dividing  dominions. 

.  That  fuch  an  union  is  now  cultivated,  we  have  been  infonned  by 
ha  Majef^,  wbofe  endeavours  will  probably  be  fucce&ful,  however 
Ibcy  may  at  firfl  be  tt^warted  and  obflruaed  i  bccaufe  die  near  ap- 
proach of  danger  will  reufe  thofe  whom  avarice  has  ftupifnd,  or 
me^f/anxiaivaiuKii  thus  tiudt  and  reaien  wiU  btcodKcvery  d^ 


fi.   1741.]  THEADDRSSS.  |5 

more  poweifal,  and  fophlftry  and  artifice  be  to  time  certainly  dc- 
teaed. 

When  therefore,  my  Lords,  we  are  engaged  in  confultatlont 
whidi  may  aficA  the  liberties  of  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  by 
which  our  poflerity  to  many  ages  may  be  made  happy  or  miferable  ^ 
when  the  daily  progrefs  of  the  enemies  of  julUce  and  of  freedon 
ought  to  awaken  us  to  vigilance  and  expedition,  and  there  are  yet 
jull  hopes  that  diligence  and  firmnefs  may  praJcrvc  us  from  ruin, 
let  us  not  wafte  oor  time  in  unnecdlary  debates,  and  keep  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  in  fufpence  by  the  difcuffionof  a  que{Hon,  the  deci- 
fion  of  wlHch  may  be  delayed  for  years,  without  any  manifeft  in- 
convenience. Let  us  iK>t  embarrafs  his  Majefty  by  an  unufual  form 
of  Addrefs,  at  a  time  when  he  is  negotiating  alliances,  and  forming 
plans  for  the  refcue  of  the  empire. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  remote  from  the  real  end  of  Ad* 
dicQes,  than  a  rcprelentation  of  them  as  made  only  to  the  cninifter  j  for 
if  there  be  any  commerce  between  a  prince  and  his  fubje^s,  io 
which  be  is  the  immediate  agent,  if  his  perfonal  dignity  be  inte- 
lefted  in  any  a  A  of  government,  I  think  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  in 
recci«ing  the  Addrefles  of  the  Wo  Houfea,  he  affumes  a  peculiar  and 
^ItinS  character,  which  cannot  be  confounded  with  his  counTel  or 
miniftry. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  rofe  again,  and  fpoke  to  this  tSeEt; 
•—My  Lords,  if  there  was  now  any  conteft  amongft  us  for 
ftipcriority  of  regard  to  bis  Majefly,  of  zeal  for  his  honour,  or  re- 
vereDce  of  his  perfon,  I  fhould  not  doubt  of  proving  diat  no  Lord  ia 
Ais  Houfe  can  boaft  of  more  ardour,  fidelity,  or  refpe£t  than  my- 
lelfj  and  if  the  chief  queftion  now  amongft  us  related  to  the  terms 
ID  which  be  drferves  to  be  addrefled  by  us,  I  ihould  be  unwilling 
that  any  man  ibould  propofe  language  more  fubmifflve  and  reve- 
lend,  or  more  forcible  and  compreheniive  than  myfelf. 

But  Addrefief,  however  they  may  for  preicnt  piu'pofes  be  repre- 
lented  as  regarding  the  perfonal  charaSer  <A  the  King,  are  in  reality  - 
nothing  more  than  replies  to  a  fpeech  compofed  by  the  minifter, 
whde  meaitircs,  if  we  Qioukl  appear  to  commeiMlt  our  panegyric 
nay,  iu  fbme  future  proceeding,  be  cited  againft  us.  Every  Addreft 
therefore  ought  to  be  conTidered  as  a  public  record,  and  to  be  drawn- 
■^  to  iofoHD  tbe  nuian,  not  to  miflead  our  Sovereign, 

P*  Tfct 
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The  Addrcfs  now  propofed,  is  ind«d  equally  indeGenAble  to  whom- 
foevet  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  relate.  If  it  reTpefls  the  people,  it  can 
only  drive  them  to  defpsir;  if  it  be  confined  to  Ac  Sovereign,  our 
advice,  not  our  panegyric,  is  now  required,  and  Europe  is  to  be 
prefcrvcd  from  ruin,  not  by  our  eloquence,  but  our  fincerity.  Re- 
fped  to  his  Majefty,  my  Lords,  will  bebell  Jhcwn  by  preferving  his 
influence  in  other  nations,  and  his  authority  in  his  own  empire. 
This  can  only  be  done  bylhewing  him  how  the  one  has  been  im- 
paired, and  how  the  other  ma^y  be  in  time  endangered. 

By'Addrcfles  lilce  this  which  is  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  has  his 
Majefty  been  betrayed  into  an  inadvertent  approbation  of  meafures 
pernicious  to  the  nation,  and  difhonourable  to  himfelf,  and  will  now 
be  kept  ignorant  of  the  deTpicablc  conduct  of  the  war,  the  treacherous 
connivance  at  the  defcent  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  dominions  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  contempt  with  which  every  nation 
of  the  continent  has  heard  of  the  neuuality  lately  concluded.  By 
Addtelles  tike  this,  my  Lords,  have  the  rights  of  die  nation  been 
filently  given  up,  and  the  invaders  of  liberty,  and  violators  of  our 
laws  prcferved  from  profecution ;  by  fuch  Addrefles  have  our  Mo- 
narchs  been  ruined  at  one  time,  and  our  country  enSaved  at 
another. 

Lord  Harrincton  fpoke  next,  in  the  following  manner:  My 
IxwdE,  it  is  necelTary  to  explain  that  treaty  of  neutrality  which  has 
been  mentioned  by  fomc  Lords  as  an  ad  to  th^  laft  degree  fliame- 
fill,  an  a£tby«^ich  the  nation  has  been  diflionoured,  and  the  gene- 
ral liberties  of  Europe  have  been  betrayed }  a  reprefentatioa  fo  dif- 
tant  from  the  truth,  that  it  can  only  be  imputed  to  want  of  infor- 
mation. 

This  treaty  of  neutrality,  my  Lords,  is  fo  far  from  being  reproach- 
ful to  this  nation,  that  it  has  no  relation  to  it,  being  made  by  his 
Majefty  not  in  the  charaAer  of  Emperor  of  Britain,  but  Elector  of 
flanover ;  nor  is  any  thing  ftipulated  by  it  but  fecurity  of  the  domi- 
nions of  Hanover,  from  the  invafion  of  the  French  for  a  fingle  year. 

What  part  of  this  tranfaiSion,  my  Lords,  can  be  fuppoled  to  ^1 
under  the  cognizance  of  this  Aflembly  i  Or  with  what  propriety  can 
it  be  mentioned  in  our  debates,  or  produce  an  argument  on  cither 
£de  i  That  the  dominions  of  Britain  and  Hanover  are  diftind  and 
independent  on  each  other,  has  often  been  afleited,  and  averted  with 
truth  j  and  I  hope  diofe  who  fi}  fludioufly  lieparate  theu  intereft  on 
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ill  otber  occafions,  will  not  now  unite  ibcm  only  to  reflcA  nali- 
aaSj  on  ihe  condu<3  of  his  Majetiy. 

I  do  not  indeed  charge  any  Lord  with  a  defign  fo  malignant  and 
Dnjuft ;  hiving  already  afferted  it  as  my  opinion,  that  thefe  reproaches 
nre  produced  only  by  ignorance  of  the  true  flate  of  (he  affair,  but 
nanot  iviih  equal  readinefs  allow  that  ignoiance  to  be  ivholly 
blimciefs. 
I  It  is  neccflary,  my  Lords,  in  common  life,  to  every  man  who 
j  wmld  avoid  contempt  and  ridicule,  to  refrain  from  fpeaking,  at  Icaft 
'  from  fpeaking  with  confidence,  on  fubjedis  with  which  he  has  not 
i  made  himfelf  fii£ScientIy  acquainted.  This  caution^  my  Lords,  is 
i'  more  neccflary  when  his  difcou'rfe  tends  to  the  accufatlon  or  reproach 
I  oTanodier,  bccaufe  he  can  then  only'efcape  contempt  himfelf  by 
brin|ing  it,  perhaps  unjuftly,  on  him  whom  he  condemns.  It  ii 
Bore  neceflary,  ftill  to  him  who  fpeaks  in  the  public  council  of  the 
nation,  and  who  may  by  falfe  rcficflions  injure  the  public  intereft, 
md  is  yet  more  tndifpenfably 'required  in  him  who  afTumes  the  pro- 
,  lincerf examining  the  conduflof  his  Sovereign." 

Lord  IsLAY  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows :  My  Lords,  it  appears 
I  Ast  all  ihofe  who  have  fpolce  on  either  fide  of  the  prefent  queliion, 
bovcver  they  may  generally  differ  in  their  opinions,  agree  at  leaft  in 
«M  aOeftion,  that  the  time  which  is  fpent  in  this  debate  might  be 
6r  more  ufualty  employed,  and  that  we  in  fome  degree  defcrt  the 
iptatcaufeof  Ii1>erty,  by  giving  way  to  tti6ing  altercations. 
I  This  indeed  is  an  argument  of  equal  force  for  a  conceSon  on 
etber  lide  j  but  as  in  afFatrs  of  fuch  importance,  no  man  ought  to 
»fl  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  conviftions  of  his  own  reafon,  it 
!tumot  be  expected  that  we  Ihould  be  unanimous  in  our  opimon>  or 
jtiut  the  difpute  fhould  be  determined  otberwife  than  by  the  vote, 
I  I  have  indeed  heard  no  arguments  againft  the  motion,  which  rc- 
[ftire  lonj  confideration';  for  little  of  what  has  been  urged,  has  in 
*y  opnion  been  very  nearly  conne<5ted  with  the  queftion  before  us, 
j*hidi  is  not  whether  the  minifters  have  purfued  or  ncglei^ed  the  in- 
ilBcft  of  the  nation,  whether  the  laws  have  been  violated  or  ob- 
l^md,  the  war  timoroully  or  magnanimoully  condui^ed,  or  our  ne- 
tptiitions  managed  with  dexterity  or  weakncfs,  but  whether  we 
fl»]I  oS^  to  his  Msjefiy  the  Addrefs  propofed. 
,  In  this  Addrefs,  my  Lords,  it  has  never  yet  been  proved  that  any 
;*liTtiooi  ue  contained  tither  lalfe,  or  uncertain  in  themfelves,  or 

contrarj 
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contrary  to  the  dignity  of  this  AllemUy,  that  my  »&  of  cowudics 
or  treachery,  any  crime,  or  any  error  will  be  lecured  by  it  fiom  tie* 
te^ion  and  from  punilhment. 

That  this,  my  Lords*  may  appear  more  fJainly,  I  move  that  the 
inotion  may  be  read ;  nor  do  I  doubt  buc  that  the  queftion  will,  by 
•  cloCer  examination,  be  fpecdity  decided. 

[The  motion  being  again  read,  in  order  to  put  die  queftion,] 

Lord  BATHUR8T  fpoice  to  the  efFcS  following :  My  Lords,  I 
know  not  why  the  noble  Lord  Ihould  expert,  that  by  reading  the  mo- 
tion, a  more  fpeedy  determination  of  the  queftion  would  be  produced ; 
for  if  the  repea[ed  conTideration  of  it  operates  upon  the  mrnds  of  ths 
Lords  that  have  oppofed  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  upon  mine^  it 
will  only  confirm  their  opinion,  and  ftrengthen  their  refolution. 

We  arc  required,  my  Lords,  to  join  in  an  Addrefs  of  thanks  to 
his  Mayefly  f(^  his  endeavours  to  maintain  the  balance  of  power ;  in 
an  Addrefs,  that  implies  a  falfliood  open  and  indifputable,  and  wblch 
will  therefore  only  make  us  coatempd^e  to  our  feIlow-fubje&,  our 
allies,  and  our  enemies. 

What  is  meant,  my  Lords,  by  the  balance  of  power,  bat  fuch  a 
diftribution  of  dominion,  as  may  keep  the  fovercign  powers  in  mi)« 
tual  dread  of  each  other,  and  by  confequence  preferve  peace  j  fucb 
an  equa'ity  of  ftrength  between  one  prince,  or  one  confederacy  and 
another,  that  the  hazard  of  war  ftiall  be  nearly  equal  on  each  fide  I 
But  which  of  your  Lordfliips  will  aStrm,  that  this  is  now  the  flate 
ef  Europe  f 

It  is  evident,  my  Lord^,  that  the  French  are  far  from  imagitui^ 
that  there  is  now  any  power  which  can  be  put  in  the  balance  agaii^ 
their  own,  and  therefore  diftribute  kingdoms  by  caprice,  and  exalt 
Emperors  upon  their  own  terms. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  continuance  of  the  balance  of  power  is  not 
now  to  be  perceived  by  its  natural  confequences,  tranquility  and 
liberty ;  the  whole  eontinent  is  now  in  confufion,  laid  wafte  by  th« 
ravages  of  armies,  fubje^  to  one  fovereign  to-day,  and  to-morrow 
to  another :  there  is  fcarcety  any  i^ce  v^re  the  calamities  of  ip«| 
are  not  felt  or  expeded,  and  where  property  by  confequence  is  nol 
uncertain,  and  life  itfetf  in  continual  danger. 

One  happy  corner  of  the  world  indeed  is  to  be  found,  my  Lord^ 
fecured  from  rapine  and  malTacrc,  for  one  year  at  Icaft,  by  a  ircll- 
-timed  Mulrality,  of  wbicb)  W  nfadt  Mtsna  it  ww  ebtaiwd,  I  vnhA 
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gUfly  bat,  mi  whMhei  it  was  purchtfed  >t  Ac  expence'  of  the 
lioHwr  of  Briuin,  thoi^gti  die  advantagn  ef  it  are  confuted  to 
Htnovet. 

Sut  u  I  am  not  of  c^nion^  iny  Lords,  that  the  balance  of  power 
iipreferved  by  the  Security  of  Hanover;  or  diit  thofe  territories, 
faowtver  important,  will  be  able  e»  fiunilh  forces  equivalent  to  the 
power  of  France,  I  cannot  agree  to  proniife  in  an  Addrefs  of  this 
Hoofe  to  affift  His  Majefty  ia  maintaining  the  balance  of  power, 
tl>au|h  I  (hall  cfaearfully  give  my  concurrence  in  every  juft'  and 
Tigorous  elfort  to  re/ltrt  it. 

But  as  it  may  be  urged,  that  any  dtred  txpreffions  of  dilconteitt 
■aj  be  too  wide  a' deviation  fr«n  the  common  forms,  which  for  a 
long  dmc  hive  admitted  nothing  but  fubmiflion  and  adulation,  I  Ihall 
fxAy  venture  to  propole,  that  we  may  at  leaft  contra^  oui  Addrefs, 
iliu  if  we  do  not  in  plain  language  declare  all  our  lentiments,  we 
Duj  however  affirm  nothing  diat  we  do  not  think ;  and  I  am  confi- 
dent, that  all  the  praifcs  wM^h  can  be  juftly  beftowed  on  the  Jate 
■Mfnres,  may  be  comprized  in  a  very  few  words. 

It  has  been  inflnuated,  that  diis-cbange  of  our  ftile  may  perhaps 
iofnie  His  Majefty,  and  raifc  in  him  fome  fu^icions  of  difcontent 
vi  di&pprobation ;  that  it  may  incline  him  to  believe  his  meafures, 
*itber  not  underftood  by  as,  or  not  ap|dauded,  and  divert  him  from 
^pcefent  fehemes  by  the  neceffity.of  an  enquiry  into  the  reafona  of 
<W  diflifce. 

And  for  what  odier  purpofe,  my  Lords,  (bould  fuch  a  change  of 
our  ftile  be  propofed  i  Why  ihould  we  deny  on  this  occalion  the 
tawmiaftk:  language  which  has  been  of  late  fo  profofely  beftowed, 
hKtoffacw  that  we  think  tiiis  time  too  dan^rous  for  flattery,  and 
Ae  meafoics  now  purfued  fuch  as  none  but  the  moft  abjeA  flatterers 
on  coatmend  i 

I  flMold  hope,  that  if  it  be  aiked  by  His  Ma)efty  to  vhat  caulc 
it  >i  to  be  imputed,  that  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  is  fo  much  con- 
ttaded,  there  would  be  found  fome  amongft  us  honeft  enough  to 
*HKr,  that  idl  which  can  be  fiud  with  truth  is  conuined  in  It,  attd 
te  flattery  a»d  feUhood  were  not  oonltftent  with  Ao  dignity  of  die 
l4idi  of  Britain. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  fane  one  inongft  us  would  explain  to  His 
UipAy  the  deceocy  as  wdl  as  the  integrity  of  our  cwkIuA,  and  in- 
fcraliiiilhMiR  b«e  kwtod  our  difeontflM  in  the  moft  re^e£tfid 

niaiuter  ; 
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mannei'i  and  where  there  was  fulGcient  room  for  the  Ibudeft  cenrure, 
have  Jatislied  ourfclvei  with  modeft  filence,  with  a  mere  negation  of 
applaufe. 

Should  we,  m^  Lords,  in  oppoTition  to  the  complaints  of  our 
countrymen,  to  the  icprefentations  of  our  allies,  and  all  the  convic- 
tion which  our  reafqn  can  admit,  or  our  lenfes  produce,  continue  to 
a£t  this  farce  of  approbation,  what  can  His  Majcfty  conceive,  but 
that  thole  mcafures  which  we  applaud,  ought  to  be  profecuted  as  the 
tnoft  effedua]  and  fafe  ?  And  what  confequence  but  total  ruin  can 
arife  from  the  prolecution  of  meafures  by  which  we.  are  already  re- 
duced to  penury  and  contempt  i 

Lord  Cholmonbeley  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpofe  :— 
My  Lords,  It  is  never  without  grief  and  wonder  diac  I  hear  any 
fulpicion  infinuated  of  injuftice  or  impropriety  in  His  Majefty's  mea- 
fures, of  whole  wifdom  and  goodnefs  I  have  fo  much  knowledge,  as 
to  affirm  with  the  utmoft  confidence,  that  he  is  better  acquainted 
than  any  Lord  in  this  AQembly  with  the  prcfent  Qzte  of  Europe  |  lb 
that  he  is  more  able  to  judge  by  what  methods  tranquillity  may  be 
rfc-eOabltOied ;  and  that  he  purfucs  the  bcft  methods  with  the  utmoft 
purity  of  intention,  and  the  moft  incefliuit  diligence  and  application. 

That  the  juHefl  intentions  may  be  fometimes  defeated,  and  the 
wifeQ  endeavours  fail  of  fucceft,  i  fiull  readily  grant ;  but  .it  will  not 
follow,  that  we  ought  not  to  aclcnowledge  that  wifdom  and  integrity 
which  is  exerted  in  the  profecution  of  our  intereft,  or  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  gratefiil  for  the  benefits  which  were  fmcerely  intended, 
though  not  adually  received,  ' 

The  wifdom  of  His  Majefty's  counfels,  my  Lords,  is  not  fuffici- 
ently  admired,  becaufe  the  difficulties  which  he  has  to  encounter  are 
not  known,  or  not  oblerved.  Upon  His  Majefty,  my  Lords,  lie* 
the  talk  of  teaching  the  powers  of  the  continent  to  prefer  their  real 
to  their  feeming  intereft,  and  to  difregard  for  the  fake  of  diftanc  hap» 
innels,  immediate  acquifitions  and  certain  advantages.  His  Majcfiw 
is  endeavouring  to  unite  in  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  San^fla 
thofe  powers  whole  dominions  will  be  enlarged  by  the  violation  <^  1^ 
and  whom  France  bribes  to  her  intereft  with  the  IimmIs  of  Auftrta  i 
znd  who  can  wonder  ^t  fuccels  is  not  eafy  in  attempts  like  this  i 

In  fuch  meafures  we  ought  doubtleft  to  endeavour  to  animate  his 
Majefly,  by  an  Addrefs  at  Icaft  not  left  expreffive  of  duty  and  refpeQ 
thuidioft  which  be  has  been  accuflomed  toRceircj.aad  iber^bn 
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I  fluJl  coacur  with  the  noble  Lords-  wbo  made  and  fu[^KWted  the 
motioii. 

[The  Queftions,  on  a  divtfion,  pafleJ  in  the  affirmative.  Con- 
tent 88.    Not  Content  43. 
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Dcctmhir  8»  1741- 

DEBATE    ON     THE    ADDRESS. 

Thi  Cmiiaas  who  attended  in  the  Houfe  tf  Lords,  having  htari  bit 
Majtftj's  Spetcb  to  bath  Hou/iit  returned  to  their  evJn  Houfe^  when 
ictffofit  teing  this  day  read  to  them  by  the  Speaker,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Hekbbrt  tneved  for'an  Jddrefi,  in  words  to  this.effe3 : 

Sib,  To  adclrefs  the  throne  on  Ae  prefent  occafion,  is  a  cuftom 
vbich,  as  it  is  Tounded  on  reafon  and  decency,  has  always  been  ob- 
fcnred  by  the  Commons  of  Britain  ;  nor  do  I  fufpeiS  this  Houfe  of 
in;  intention  to  omit  thofe  forms  of  refpei9  to  his  Majefty,  whicli 
ov  anceftors  always  preferved  even  under  princes  whole  condu^  and 
Je%ns  gave  them  no  claim  to  reverence  or  gratitude. 

To  continue  therefore.  Sir,  a  practice  which  the  nature  of  govern- 
BMnt  itfelf  makes  necefTary,  and  which  cannot  but  be  acknowledged 
to  be  !o  a  peculiar  degree,  proper  under  a  prince  whofe  pcrfonal  vir- 
taet  ire  fo  generally  known,  I  hope  for  the  indulgence  of  this  Houle 
>B  die  liberty  which  I  fliall  take  of  propofing  an  Addiefs  to  tbit 

That  we  Ihould  beg  leave  to  congratulate  his  Majefty,  upon  his 
w  and  happy  return  to  thefe  his  kingdoms,  and  to  return  our  finCere 
^uks  for  his  moft  gracious  Ipeech  from  the  throne ;  and  alTure  him 
> the  Eiroe  time,  that  with  hearts  full' of  duty  and  gratitude,  we 
**'not  but  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  regard  and  attention  to  tb« 
■War  and  intcreft  of  this  nation. 

To  obfcrve  that  the  great  and  impending  dangers  that  threaten 
**t°pe,  luulei  die  pre&nt  critical  and  perplexed  iituatioo  of  afiairs, 

have 
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bav«  been  repnefented  by  his  Ma^cfty  to  his  Pailiainent,  for  their  ad- 
vice and  afEAance,  with  fuch  paternal  concern,  and  fueh  aSeflion  to 
bis  people,  fuch  confidence  in  his  faithfiil  Commons,  and  Tuch  anxiety 
for  the  general  good  of  Europe,  as  cannot  fail  to  excite  in  us  a  dus 
fenfe  of  his  MajelVy's  goodnefs  and  condefcenlion ;  and  therefore  to 
afiiire  his  Majefly,  in  the  llrongeft  manner,  that  this  Houfe  will,  as 
often  as  thefe  momentous  afiairs  &a&  come  under  our  confiderationj 
give  his  Majelly  fuch  advice,  as  becomes  dutiful  and  laithful  fubjefts, 
and  fuch  aFiilance  and  fu[^rl^  as  fhall  be  moft  conducive  to  the 
honour  and  true  interell  of  his  crown  and  kingdoms. 

That  we  thanlc  his  MajeJly  for  his  royal  care  in  prolccuting  the 
war  witii  Spain ;  and  that  in  order  to  antwer  Aefe  neceflary  purpofes* 
we  will  grant  fuch  efFefhial  fupplies,  as  fltall  enable  bis  Majefty,  not 
only  to  be  in  a  readinefs  to  Ajpport  his  friends  and  ^les,  at  fuch  times 
and  in  fuch  manner  as  the  exigency  and  circumftances  of  affairs  Qiall 
require,  but  to  oppofe  and  defeat  any  attempts  that  fhati  be  made 
againft  his  Majefty,  his  crown  and  kingdoms,  or  againft  thofe,  who 
being  equally  engaged  with  his  Majefty  by  the  faith  of  treaties,  or 
united  by  common  intereft  and  common  danger,  fliall  be  willing  to 
concert  fudi  meafures,  as  Ihail  be  found  neceflary  lad  expedient  jbr 
maintaining  the  balance  of  Europe. 

This  Addrefs,  which  in  my  opinion  will  contain  both  a  proper 
anfwer  to  bis  Majefty's  Speech,  and  a  decent  declaration  of  our  grati- 
tude ahd  duty,  will  not  I  hope  be  oppoled.  For  furely  it  cannot  be 
charged  with  allerting  any  thing  that  is  either  falfe  or  mean,  with 
beflowing  any  unneceflary  panegyric,  or  with  maintaining  any  USt 
that  is  not  generally  allowed. 

Mr.  Trevor  feconded  him  in  the  manner  following.     Sir,  As   . 
die  neceffity  of  an  Addrels  to  his  Majefty  cannot  be  difputed,  the 
only  queflion  on  this  occafion  mull  be.  Whether  the  Addrcis  now 
propoled  lie  fuch  as  it  may  become  this  Houfe  to  offer  in  the  prefeat 
conjunSure  of  affairs. 

-  In  an  Addrefs,  Sir,  it  is  neceflary  to  preferve  at  once  the  refpcA 
due  to  our  Sovereign,  and  the  dignity  which  may  juflly  be  afliunad 
by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  Briuin,  a  people  whofe  birtfa- 
ri^t  gives  them  a  claim  to  approach  their  Sovereign,  not  indeed 
without  the  utmoll  refpefl,  but  with  language,  which  abfolute  nio— ' 
naicbs  never  hear  from  the  Jlaves  by  whom  they  are  furrounded. 

Tbis 
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This  a^eSt  ud  dignity  appear  to  me  to  be  very  happily  united  in 
thff  Addnfs  now  propofed,  in  which  we  join  with  gur  profeffions  of 
ittt},  our  otFcrs  of  advice,  and  aflert  ovr  claioi  to  the  dire^ion  of 
ik  national  expences  by  our  jiioniifc  to  grant  the  neccllary  fupfdies. 

As  thcfc  cannot  therefore  in  my  opijiion,  Sir,  be  any  thing  added 
to  the  Addrcfs  now  offered,  and  there  appears  to  me  no  neccIEty  of 
'  lay  alteration  or  omi^on,  I  fecond  the  motion. 
i  Lfxi  Noel  ^om£R£Et  Ipoke  nen  to  this  i:Se£i :— Sir,  Tbou^ 
I  am  Tar  frotn  intending  to  reptds  by,  fopbifiical  cavils,  or  trifling 
ot^^wis,  the  zeal  wluch  the  honouraUe  Gemleman  who  pxofoki 
(be  Addrcis  hu  Ibewn  for  promoting  the  public  bufint&>  yet,  as  ic 
is  Fery  inconTiftent  with  the  duty  of  a  fenator  to  prefer  civility  to 
truth,  and  to  facrilioe  to  ceremony  or  coniplaifance  the  intereft  of 
hii  country,  I  think  k  necefiary  t^  declare  my  o[Hnien,  that  thoi^k 
t^  Addrefs  propoied  may  admit  of  many  amendments,  which  I  leave 
iDotl^rgentleiiics  to  make,  I  think  the  addition  of  one  daufe  ablb- 
lutdynecef&ry;  that  hjs  Majefty  may  bedefired  not  to  enjiagc  thic 
nuioa  ifi  a  war  for  the  prefervatton  of  his  foreign  domiBions  j  do- 
millions  which,  as  they  are  in  themfetves  independent  on  the  crowa 
of  Bntain,  and  governed  by  diiFercnt  laws  ^i^  by  a  different  right,  ' 
hare  been  feparated  by  an  c;^efa  claule  firom  thefe  kingdoms,  in  the 
ad  to  which  his  Majefty  owce  his  title  to  the  throne. 

Tiiis  requeft.  Sir,  is  at  this  time  particularly  expedient,  when  the 
coDtinent  is  in  confufion,  and  the  territories  of  Hanover  are  en- 
dangered by  the  approach  of  the  French  forces.  Belides,  as  nothing 
I  i>  more  hol  than  grouodkjs  expectations  of  af^ftancc,  it  nuy  con- 
i  tribute  to  the  fafety  of  that  peo[^,  to  (hew  them  that  they  are  to  de- 
I  fod  upon  their  own  ftrength,  to  call  their  forces  together,  to  forti^ 
'  dicir  towns,  and  guard  their  aveoues  ;  and  that,  if  they  fit  indolent 
Wxl  cvcleft,  in  confidence  that  the  power  of  Britain  will  be  eokployej 
.  i*  dicir  defence,  they  will  only  give  their  enemies  an  eafy  con) uef)« 
'  iBitti&m  tbemfelves  and  their  pofterity  to  a  foreign  power :  I  more 
ikaefoie,  Tb^  his  Majefty  be  petitioned  in  our  Addrefs,  not  to 
i  <*S*P  thefe  kingdoms  in  a  war  for  the  prcfervation  of  his  foreigs 
I  '■■inioBs. 

j  Mr.  Shippen  role  and  fpoke  thus : — Sir,  I  know  not  with  what 
I  'Kceb  I  may  afint,  in  this  fenate,  pofitiont,  for  which  I  have  for- 
■dcHt  beeo  cenfured,  and  which  few  other  members  have  hidiert* 
but  I  life  with  confideDce  Utat  I  Xhall  be  at  leaft  ae- 
i  kxwwledged 
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Icnowledgeil  to  aSk  confiltently  with  tayftif  in  (eeomlmg  die  noble 
perfon  who  fpoke  laft  j  and  I  am  convinced,  that  foany  of  thofe  who 
differ  from  me  in  opinion, ,  would  gladly  be  able  to  boaft  of  re- 
sembling me  in  congniity  of  principles,  and  jlcadinefs  ofcondud. 

But  (leadinefs,  Sir,  is  the  efftSk  only  of  integrity,  and  congruit^ 
the  confequence  of  convi^on  :  he  that  fpeaks  alvrays  what  he  thinki, 
and  endeavours  by  diligent  enquiry  fo  think  aright  before  he  ventum 
to  declare  his  fecciments ;  he  that,  follows,  in  his  fearches,  no  leader 
but  reafon,  nor  expels  any  reward  from  them  but  the  advantage  of 
dilcovering  truth,  and  the  picafure  of  communicating  itj  wilt  not 
caAly  change  his  opinion,  beoufe  it  will  feldom  be  eafy  to  {tttw 
that  he  who  has  honellly  enquired  after  truth)  has  failed  to  attain  it. 

For  my  part,  I  am  not  aOianied  nor  afi^id  to  affirm,  that  thirty 
^  years  have  made  no  chaise  in  any  of  my  political  opinions;  lam 
now  grown  old  in  this  Houfe,  but  that  experience  which  is  the  con* 
icquence  of  age,  has  only  confirmed  the  principles  with  which  I  en- 
tered it  many  years  ago ;  time  has  verified  tbe  predii^ions  whidi 
I  formerly  uttered,  and  I  have  feen  my  conje^res  ripened  into 
knowledge. 

I  Ihould  be  therefore  without  excufe  if  either  terror  could  alFright, 
or  the  hope  of  advantage  allure  me  from  the  declaration  of  my  q»- 
nions }  opinions  which  I  was  not  deterred  from  afleriing,  when  the 
profpe6t  of  a  longer  life  than  I  can  now  expe£l  might  have  added  to 
the  temptations  of  ambition,  or  aggravated  the  terrors  of  poverty 
and  difgrace ;  opinions  for  which  1  would  willingly  have  fufferali 
the  fevcreft  cenfures,  even  when  I  had  efpouled  them  only  in  com 
pliance  with  reafon,  without  the  infallible  certainty  of  experience. 

Of  truth  it  bas  been  always  obfervcd.  Sir,  that  every  day  adds 
its  eftablilhment,  and  that  falflioods,  however  fpecious,  baweve 
fupported  by  power,  or  edabliflied  by  confederacies,  are  uiublc  ti 
ftand  before  the  ftrokc  of  time.  Againft  the  inconveniencie* 
vexations  of  long  life,,  may  be  fet  the  picafure  of  difcovering  6:udi 
perhaps  the  only  pleafiire  that  age  affords.  Nor  is  it  a  flight  fatit 
£i£tion  to  a  man  not  utterly  infatuated  or  depraved,  to  lind  opporti 
nities  of  reifying  hit  notions,  and  regulating  his  condud  by  nd 
lights. 

But  much  greater  is  the  bapi»nefs  of  that  man  to  whom  every  dl 
brings  a  new  proof  of  the  rcafonablenefe  of  his  former  detemiinl 
tions,  and  who  findsj  by  the  moft  unerring  teft,  that  his  life  h) 
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been  fpent  in  promotion  of  doctrines  beneficiil  to  nunkind.  ,  Tbis^ 
Sir,  is  the  happinefs  which  I  now  enjoy,  and  for  which  chofc  who 
never  Ihall  attain  it,  muft  look  for  an  equivalent  in  lucrative  em- 
ploftnents,  honorary  titles,  pompous  equipages,  and  fplendid  palaces> 
Thefe,  Sir,  arc  the  advantages  which  arc  to  be  gained  by  a  Tea-: 
(arable  variation  of  principles,  and  by  a  ready  compliance  with  the 
pcmiling  fafluon  of  opinions  j  advantages  which  I  indeed  cannot 
envy  when  they  are  purchafed  at  Co  high  a  price,  but  of  which  age 
and  obfervation  has  too  firequentiy  (hewn  mc  the  unbounded  Influence; 
and  to  which  I  cannot  deny  tbat  I  have  always  afcribed  the  inftabilitjT 
of  condud,  and  inconfiftcncy  of  aHertions,  which  I  have  difcovered, 
in  many  men,  whofe  abilities  I  have  no  reafon  to  depreciate,  and 
of  whom  t  cannot  but  believe  they  would  eaflly  diftinguiOi  truth, 
were  not  fallhood  recommended  to  them  by  the  ornaments  of 
wealth. 

If  dure  are  in  this  new  fenate  any  men  devoted  to  their  private  ki* 
tntR,  any  who  prefer  the  gratilication  of  their  palFons  to  the  &fety 
and  ha^inefs  of  their  country,  who  can  riot  without  remorfe  in  the 
Founder  of  their  conlHtuents,  who  can  forget  the  anguifli  of  guilt  in 
the  noife  of  a  feaft,  the  pomp  of  a  drawing- room,  or  the  arms  of  a 
ftnnnpet,  and  think  expenfiVe  wickedncfs  and  the  gaieties  of  foily 
tquivaknc  to  the  fair  fame  of  fide^ity  and  the  peace  of  virtue,  to  them 
I  fliall  {peak  to  ho  purpofc  j  for  I  am  iar  from  im;^jning  any  power 
in  ray  language  to  gain  thofe  to  truth  who  have  resigned  their  hearts 
to  avarice  or. ambition,  or  to  prevail  upon  men  to  change  opinions* 
lAich  dicy  have  indeed  never  believed,  though  they  are  hired  to  aHert 
tlwn.    Thew  is  a  degree  of  wickednels  which  reproof  or  argument 

canoot  reclaim,  as  there  is  a  degree  of  Hupidity  which  inftiu^ioa 
cannot  enlighten. 

If  my  country.  Sir,  has  been  fo  unfortunate  a*  once  more  to  corn- 
ait  her  intereft  to  thofe  who  propofe  to  themfelves  no  advantage 
from  their  truK,  but  that  of  felling  it,  I  may  perhapr  fall  once  more 
•mJer  cenfure  for  declaring  my  opinion,  and  be  once  more  tittited  as 
acTiminal  for  allerting  what  they  who  punifli  me  cannot  deny  j  for   ■ 

JUintaining  the  inconliflcncy  of  Hanover  maxims  with  the  happinefs 
of  this  nation,  and  for  preferving  the  caution  which  was  fo  ftrongly 

-iocukated  by  the  patriots  that  drew  up  the  AS  of  Settlement,  and. 
pw  the  prefent  Imperial  Family  their  title  to  the  Throne. 
Vot.II.  F  ,  Thsfe 
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Tbefe  men.  Sir,  vihoCe  wifdom  cannot  be  difputed,  and  whore  ■ 
«al  for  his  Majeftjr's  family  was  equal  to  their  knowledge,  thought 
it  rcquifite  to  provide  fomc  Tecurity  againft  the  prejudices  of  birth 
and  education.  They  were  far  from  imagining,  that  they  *ere 
calling  to  the  Throne  a  race  of  beings  exalted  above  the  frailties  of 
humanity,  or  exempted  by  any  peculiar  privileges  from  error  or  from 
ignorance.     - 

They  knew  that  every  man  was  habitually,  if  not  naturally,  fond 
-  of  his  own  nation,  and  that  he  was  inclined  to  enrich  it  and  defend  it 
8t  the  cKpence  of  another,  even,  perhaps,  of  that  to' which  he  is  im- 
debtidfor  much  higher  degrees  of  grcatnefs,  wealth  and  power ';  fo* 
every  thing  which  makes  one  ftate  of  life  preferable  to  another  j  anj 
which  therefore,  if  reafon  could  prevail  over  prejudice,  and  every 
a£lion  were  regulated  by  ftrifl  juftice,  might  claim  more  regard  than 
that  corner  of  the  earth  in  which  he  only  happened  to  be  borfi. 

They  knevF,  Sir,  that  confidence  was  not  always  returned,  that 
Wt  moft  willingly  truft  thofe  whom  we  have  longeft  knoWn,  and 
carefs  thofe  with  moft  fondncfs,  whofe  inclinations  we  find  by  ex- 
perience to  correfpond  with  our  own,  without  regard  to  particular 
circumftanccs  which  may  entitle  others  to  greater  regard,  or  higher 
degrees  of  credit,  or  of  kindnefs. 

Againft  thefe  prejudices  which  their  fagacity  enabled  thsm  to  fore- 
fee,  their  integrity  incited  them  to  fecurc  us,  by  provifions  which 
every  nian  then  thought  equitable  and  wife,  becaufc  no  man  was  then 
hired  to  efpoufe  a  contrary  opinion. 

To  obviate  the  difpofition  which  a  Toreigii  race  <rf  printes  might 
have  to  truft  their  original  fubjefts,  it  was  enaSed  that  none  of  them 
fhould  be  capable  of  any  place  of  truft  or  profit  in  thefe  kingdoms. 
And  to  binder  our  Monarchs  from  transferring  the  revenues  of 
Britain  to  Hanover,  and  enriching  it  with  the  commerce  of  OUT 
traders,  and  the  labours  of  our  hufbandmen;  from  raifing  taxes  to 
augment  the  fplendour  of  a  petty  court,  and  increafing  the  garrifons 
of  their  mountains  by  mifapplying  that  monej^  which  this  natioa 
fliould  raife  for  its  own  defence,  it  was  provided  Aat  the  EmperOr  of 
Britain  fhould  never  return  to  his  native  dominions,  but  reflde  alwayt 
in  this  kingdom,  without  any  other  care  than  that  of  gaining  the 
siFedions  of  his  Bntifhfubjedsjprcrcrving  their  lights,  and  increaCnj 
their  power. 

It 
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It  was  imagined  by  that  Senate  that  the  Elefiontr  of  Hartorer,  » 
fubordinate  dignity  held  by  cuftom  <S  homage  to  a  greater  power,' 
ougbttobc  thought  below  the  regard  of  the  Emjieror  of  Britain,  and 
tbit  the  Sovereign  of  a  nation  like  this  ought  to  remember  a  iower 
ftate  only  to  heighten  his  gratitude  to  the  people  by  whom  he  was 
enlted.  They  were  far  Uoya  imagining  that  Britain  and  Hanover 
would  in  dmc  be  confidered  as  of  equal  importance,,  and  that  their 
Sovereign  would  divide  his  years  betvreeii  one  country  and  the  other, 
ud  pleafe  himfelf  with  exhibiting  in  Hanover  the  annual  Ihow  of  the 
pomp  and  dignity  of  a  Britifh  Emperor.  ' 

This  ctaufc,  Sir,  however,  a  later  fenate  readily  repealed ;  upon 
iftat  motives  I  am  not  able  to  declare,  having*  never  heard  the  argu- 
ments which  prevailed  upon  their  predecellbrs  to  6nad  it,  confuted  or 
inTalidated  ;  nor  have  I  found  that  the  event  has  produced  any  juftiii'< 
fiation  of  their  conduS,  or  that  the  nation  has  received  any  remark- 
ibie  advantage  from  the  travels  of  our  Emperors. 

There  '\&.  another  claufc  in  that  important  acl  which  yet  the  Senattf 
hu  not  adventured  to  repeal,  by  which  it  is  provided,  that  this  nation' 
fcjfl  not  be  engaged  in  war  for  the  defence  of  the  Hanoverian  domi- 
nions I  dominions  of  which  we  can  have  no  intcreft  in  the  prote^ori 
or  prefervation -,  dominions  perhaps  of  no  great  value  into  whatever 
bands  chance  and  negligence  may-throw  them,  which  their  fituation 
bis  made  entirely  ufelels  to  a  naval  power  (  but  which,  though  they 
cannot  benefit,  may  injure  us,  by  diverting  the  attention  of  our  So- 
Krrign,  or  withholding  his  affei^ions. 

Wbethcrtbis  claufc.  Sir,  has  not  fometimes  been  eluded,  whether 
the  fix  thoufand  Heffians  which  we  once  fupported  were  of  ule  to  any 
of  die  Britifl)  dominions,  and  whether  a  double  number  of  the  fame 
nation,  now  paid, with  our  money  for  the  defence  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  have  not  been  Rationed  only  where  they  ,might  defend 
^lutover,  without  the  lead  advantage  to  our  confederates,  whether 
die  nation  has  not  been  condemned  to  double  expences  in  the  fuj^ort 
of  this  alliance,  by  railing  for  the  Qiiecn's  fervice  troops  which  were 
Miy  employed  in  the  protection  of  Hanover,  and  then  in  fuccouring 
^  wi&  pacuniary  fupplies,  it  is  perhaps  at  prelent  unnccefliry, 
t^gk  I  hope  not  yet  too  late,  to  enquire. 

It  it  at  prefent  unneceflary,  becaufe  the  claufe  which  is  propofed 

cuootbe  denied  to  Ife  equally  proper,  whether  the  Ail  of  Settlement 

F  -a  hu 
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^a^  b««a  hitherto  obferved  or  vi«Utcd  j  for  the  violation  of  it  ought  to 
^gageusinrome  measures  that  may  fecureusfor  thefutuce  froM  the 
like,  injury  j  and  the  obfcrvation  of  it  is  a  manifcft  proof  how  much 
it  is  approved  by  all  partiet,  fince  in  fo  many  deviations  from  this 
fcttlement,  and  an  inconftancy  of  conduS  of  which  an  wtample  is 
ftarcely  to  be  found,  this  law  has  been  eftoemed  licred,  the  bulwarle 
of  our  rights,  and  the  boiuidary  which  the  fovereign  power  has  not 
4ared  to  overleap. 

As  his  Majeifcy,  Sir,  has  in  a  very  folemn  manner  called  upon  itt 
for  our  advice  and  aiEftance,  what  can  be  more  proper  than  to  Uy 
befbne  him  our  opinion  on  this  imporunt  queftion.?  War  is  next  to- 
llavery  one  of  the  greateft  calamitieE,  and  an  unneccflary  war  therefor* 
^le  greateiS  error  of  government,  an  error  which  cannot  be  too 
Cflutioufly  obviated,  or  too  fpcedily  reformed. 

If  we  confider.  Sir,  the  prefent  ftatc  of  th»  continent,  there  is. 
nfldiing  more  probable  than  that  the  fubjeiSs  of  the  Elcflor  of  Hano. 
Vr  may  folicit  the  affiftance  of  the  Emperor  of  Britain,  and  therefore 
it  is  neceffary  to  inform  them,  that  their  felicitations  will  be  vaia. 
If  we  enquire  into  the  fulpicions  of  our  fellow-fubjcai,  we  fliall  find 
,th(r|j  generally  difturbed  with  fears  that  they  (hall  be  facrificed  to  the 
Jfcurity  of  foreign  dominions,  and  therefore  it  is  neeeflary  to  recall 
,  their  affeflion  to  his  Majefty  where  it  is  impaired,  and  confirm  their 
eonfidence  where  it  has  been  hitherto  preferved,  by  (hewing  in  tito 
oaoft  public  manner,  how  vainly  they  have  been  difquieted,  and  how 
grofsiy  they  have  been  miftalcen. 

It  is  certainly  our  duty.  Sir,  to  give  fuch  advice  as  maymofl  truly 
inform  his  Majefty  of  the  fcntimenis  of  his  peojJe,  and  moft  e&ftu- 
ally  eftablilh  in  the  people  an  adherence  to  his  Majefty;  as  it  is  cer- 
tain that  no  advice  will  be  fcconded  by  greater  numbers  than  that 
which  is  propofcd,  nor  can  his  R^ajefty  by  any  a£k  of  goodncfs  ib 
much  endtar  his  government,  as  by  a  ready  promife  to  this  nation 
of  an  exemption  from  any  war  in  defence  of  Hanover. 

I  hope.  Sir,  it  will  not  be  obje^ed,  that  byTuch  requeft  a  fufpicion 
will  be  infinuated  of  defigns  detrimental  to  the  Bridth  nation,  and 
repugnant  to  the  conditions  on  which  his  Majefty  afcendcd  the 
Throne,  heciulean^bjeftionof  equal  force  may  rife  againft  any  ad- 
vice whatever  that  (taW  be  offered  by  the  Senate,  ^ 

It  may  be  always  urged.  Sir,  that  to  recommend  any  roeafures,  is 

to  fuppcle  that  they  would  not  have  been  fuggefted  to  bis  Majefty  by 

I  his 
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hil  own  wifdom,  and  by  copfequcnce  that  he  is  ddc^ve  either  in 
kotwJedge  or  in  goodncfs,  that  he  either  miftakes  or  neglcfls  die  iiu 
tat&  of  bis  people. 

Thus,  Sir,  taky  the  moft  laudable  conduft  be  chained  with  fedi- 
tion,  am)  the  moft  awful  regard  be  accufcd  of  difrefpea,  by  forced 
eoofc^oences,  and  exaggerated  language  j  thus  may  Senates  become 
Mt&t  left  they  fliould  appear  to  be  wifer  than  their  Sovereign,  and 
the  Sovereign  be  condemned  to  afl  only  by  the  information  of  lerrile 
uinifiers,  becaufe  no  public  advice  can  fafcly  be  given  him. 

That  kings  muft  afl  upon  the  information  of  others,  that  dicy  can 

fceliftle  with  their  own  eyes  through  the  mills  which  flattery  it  con« 

Einually  employed  in  raifmg  before  them,  and  that  tbey  are  therefiir* 

nwft  happy  who  have,  by  the  conftitution  of  the  country  which  they 

pwem,  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  opinions  of  their  people  with- 

ondifguife,  has  yet  never  been  denied  liy  any  who  do  not  feparatt 

the  intereft  of  the  King  from  that  of  the  people,  and  leave  mankind  . 

00  political  diftin£tion  but  that  of  tyrants  and  flaves.  ' 

,      TUi,  Sir,  is  the  happinefs  of  the  Emperor  of  Britaiit  beyond  other 

I   oonarchs,  an  advantage  by  which  he  may  be  always  enabled  to  con- 

lRi>|daic  the  happy  and  flourifliing  ftate  of  hii  fubje^,  and  to  receive 

I   <t)e  Uefings  and  acclamations  of  millions  that  owe  to  his  care  thgt'r 

;  wJth  and  their  Iccurity. 

Of  this  advantage  he  cannot  be  deprived,  but  by  the  cowardice  or 
™  treachery  of  thofc  men  who  are  delegated  by  the  people,  as  the 
P""lan«  of  their  liberties  j  and  furely  it  requires  no  uncommon 
pnwration  to  diifcovcr,  diat  no  afi  of  trcafon  can  be  equal  in  malig- 
■i')'  to  that  perfidy  which  deprires  the  King  of  the  affc£Hons  of  his 
"tjeas,  by  concealing  frolft  him  their  fentiments  and  petitions.  Ho 
*«  makes  his  Monarch  hated,  muft  undoubtedly  make  him  unhappy  p 
™  ^  that  deftrofs  his  happinefs,  might  more  innocently  take  away 

To  exempt  myfelf  therefore  from  fuch  guilt,  to  difcharge  the  truft 
ttoferred  on  me  by  my  country,  and  to  perform  the  dul^  which  I  ow» 
*niy  King,  I  ftand  up  to  fecond  this  motion. 

M[.  Gybbon  fpoke  next  to  rfie  following  purpofe : — Sir,  as  if  is 
Weify  to  remember  all  the  parts  of  an  Addrefe  by  only  once  hearioy 
"1  uid  bearing  it  in  a  form  difierent  horn  that  in  wliich  it  is  to  be 
earned,  I  think  it  neceHary  to  a  more  accurate  coiifideraTion  of  it* 
tittt  itllioiiid  be  read  diftin^y  to  the  Houfc.    We  may  Mberwife 

F  3  WlW^'^lc 
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waJle  our  time  in  debates,  to  which  only  our  own  forgetfiilneft  gives 
occalion  j  we  may  raife  objc^ons  without  reafon,  and  propofe  sunend- 
mcnts  where  there  is  no  defeift. 

[The  Addrcfs  was  accordingly  read,  and  Mr.  Gybbon  proceeded.] 

Having  now  heard  the  Addrefs,  I  find  by  experience  the  propriety 
of  my  propofal,  having  remarked  a  daufe,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
nece&ry  to  be  amended,  and-which  I  had  not  obferved' when  it  was 
repeated  before. 

It  is  well  knovni,  that  the  Speeches  from  the  Throne,  though 
pronounced  by  the  King,  arc  always  confidered  as  the  compofitions 
of  the  miniftry,  upon  whom  any  fk]k  aflertions  V(o\iM  be  charged,  ju 
the  informers  and  counfcliors  of  the  Crown. 

It  is  well  known,  likewlfe,  that  whenever  this  Houfe  returm 
Thanks  to  the  King  for  any  meafurcs  that  have  been  purfued,  thc^e 
iceafures  are  fuppuled  to  be  approved  by  them ;  and  that  approbation 
may  be  pleaded  by  the  mini&er  in  his  defence, .  whenever  he  Qiall  be 
.  required  to  anfwer  for  the  event  of  his  counfds. 
'.  Itis  therefore^  in  my  opinion,  extremely  unreafonable  to  propofe, 
diat  Thanks flxuld  be  nturiitd  ta  his  Mejtfty  fir  bis  royalcare  in  pTofe~ 
tilting  the  war  agaitiji  Spein  ;  for  ^hat  has  been  the  conlequence  of 
that  care,  for  which  our  Thanks  are  to  be  with  ia  much  foleoinitjr 
returned,  but  defeats,  difgrace  and  lofles,  the  ruin  of  our  merchants, 
Ae  imprifonment  of  our  failors,  idle  Ihows  of  armaments,  and  ufe- 
lels  ex  pence  s  i 

What  are  the  events  which  arc  to  be  recorded  in  an  impartial  ac- 
count of  this  war ;  a  war  provoked  by  fo  long  a  train  of  infults  and 
-  injuries,  and  carried  on  with  fo  apparent  an  inequality  of  forces  ? 
Have  we  deilroyed  the  fleets  of  our  enemies,  fired  their  towns,  and 
laid  their  fortreJTes  in  ruins  i  Have  \ve  conquered  their  colonies,  and 
plundered  their  cities,  and  reduced  them  to  a  necelBty  of  receding 
from  their  uiijuft  claims,  and  repaying  the  pjunderof  our  merchants  ? 
Are  their  AmbaSadors  now  foUciting  peace  at  the  Court  of  Britain, 
or  applying  to  the  neighbouring  Princes  to  moderate  the  re&ntinent 
of  their  viSorious  enemies  f 

I  am  afraid  that  the  t^Qs  of  our  preparations,  however  formidablcy 
are  very  difierent ;  they  have  only  raifed  difcontent  among  our  couii- 
,trythcn,  and  contempt  among  our  enemies.  We  have  (hewn  that 
we  are  ftrcng  indeed,  but  that,  our  force  is  made  ineffi^u^l  by  our 
Cowardice;  that  when  we  threaten  moH  loudly,  we  perform  tiptbing^ 
*    ■  ibac 
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that  we  draw  our  fwordt  but  to  brandUb  then;,  and  only  wait  an  op* 
portunity  to  flteath  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  plainly  to  c«nfe& 
that  we  dare  not  ftrilce. 

If  we  confider,  therefore,  what  effedt  our  thanlcs  for  con;^u£t  ]ik« 
this  muft  naturaUy  produce,  it  will  appear  that  they  can  only  cncou- 
nge  our^  enemies,  and  difpirit  our  rel]ow-rubje<5ts.  It  will  be  im^ 
gincd  that  the  Spaniards  arc  a  powerful  nation,  which  it  wiis  th« 
highefl  degree  of  temerity  to  auack ;  a  nation  by  whom  it  is  honour 
fufficieot  not  to  Be  overcome,  and  from  whom  wc  cannot  be  de*  . 
fecuJed  without  the  mod  vigilant  caution,  and  the  moft  cxtentive 
knowledge  both  of  politics  and  war. 

It  will  readily  be  perceived  by  the  proud  Spaniards,  that  it  is  only 
neceflary  to  proTecute  their  views  a  little  longer,  to  intimidate  us 
with  new  demands,  and  atnufe  us  with  new  preparations  i  and  that 
we>  who  are  always  fatisfied  with  our  Tuccefs,  fhall  foon  be  weary  of 
a  war  from  which  it  is  plarn  that  we  never  expcded  any  advantage^ 
and  therefore  fllall  in  a  Qxoit  time  willingly  receive  fuch  tfnns  as 
Mr  conquerors  will  grant  us. 

It  is  always  to  be  remembered  how  much  all  human  affairs  depend 
upon  opinion,  how  often  reputation  fupplics  the  want  of  real  power, 
by  malting  thofe  afraid  who  cannot  be  hurt,  and  by  producing  con* 
fideoce  wiiere  there  is  no  fuperiority.  The  opinion  of  which  the 
feoate  ought  to  endeavour  the  promotion,  is  confidence  in  their  (lea* 
dincfs,  honefly,  and  wifdom.  Confidence  which  will  not  be  much 
advanced  by  an  Addrefs  «f  Tba'nks  for  the  condu^  of  the  war 
igainft  Spain. 

How  iuAly  may  it  be  afked,  when  this  Addrefs  is  fpread  over  di« 
world,  what  were  the  views  with  which  the  fenatc  of  Britain  peti« 
tioned  their  Sovereign  to  declare  war  againft  Spain. 

If  dieir  defign  was,  as  they  then  aflertcd,  to  procure  fecurity  for 
dte  commerce  of  America,  and  reparation  for  the  injuries  which 
tteir  merchants  had  received,  by  what  fluiEtuation  c^  counfels,  by 
what  prevalence  of  new  opinions  have  they  tkow  abandoned  it  ?  For 
Aat  they  have  no  longer  the  fame  intentions,  that  they  now  no  more 
nthcr  propofe  lecurity,  or  demand  recompense,  is  evident  i  'incQ 
Aough  they  have  obtained  neither,  yet  are  tbey  thankful  for  ;hc  coit- 
dua  of  the  w^r. 

To' what  can  this  apparent  inftability  be  imputed,   but',  to  tho 
want  either  of  wifdom  to  balance  their  own  power  with  th«  df 
Iteii  enemies,  and  tUfccrn  tfce  true  iateieOk  of  their  country,  or  to 
F  +  .       ame 
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'  a  mean  compliance  with  the  clamours  of  the  people,  to  whom  they 
durft  not  rcfufe  the  appearance  of  a  war,  though  they  bul  no  expee-> 
tation  of  honour  or  fuccefc?  ■ 

But  in  far  other  terms,  Sir,  will  the  Spaniards  fpeak  of  the  A<1- 
4refs  which  is  now  propofed.  '*  Behold,  fay  our  boalHng  enemies, 
the  fpirit  and  wifdom  of  that  AfTcmbly,  whofc  counfels  hold  the 
continent  in  fufpcnce,  and  whofe  detenninations  change  the  fate  of 
kingdoms;  whofc  vote  transfers  fovereigncy,  covers  the  oceim  with 
'fleets,  prefcribes  the  operation  of  diftant  wars,  and  fixes  die  balance 
«f  the  w^rtd.  Behcjd  them  amufed  with  idle  preparations,  levying 
money  for  mockeries  of  war,  and  returning  thanks  foe  the  pleafure 
of  the  (how.  Behold  them  looking  with  wonderful  tranquillity  on 
the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  their  fliips,  which  huve  been  fcized 
upon  their  own  coafts  by  our  privateers,  and  congratulating  thcm- 
felvcs  and  their  monarch  that  any  have  been  preferved.  How  great 
would  have  been  the  exultution,  and  how  loud  the  applaufes,  had 
they  Succeeded  in  any  of  their  defigns  i  had  they  obftru^cd  the  de- 
parture of  our  fleets,  or  hindered  our  defcent  upoti  the  dominions  o( 
the  Qiieen  of  Hungary ;  had  they  confined  our  privateers  in  our 
harbours,  defeated  any  of  our  troops,  or  over-run  any  of  our  colo- 
nietf  In  what  terms  would  they  have  expreiTcd  their  gratitude  for 
victory,  who  are  thus  thankful  for  difappointments  and  difgrace  i" 

Such,  Sir,  muft  be  the  remarks  of  our  enemies  upon  an  Addrefs 
like  that  which  is  now  propofed ;  remarks  which  we  and  our  allies 
mull  be  condemned  to  hear,  without  attempting  a  reply.  For  what 
can  be  urged  to  extenuate  the  ridicule  of  returning  thanks  where  we 
ought  either  to  exprefs  refentment,  offer  ccnfolations,  and  propofe 
the  means  of  better  fucccfs,  or  cover  our  grief  and  flume  with  per- 
petual filence  t 

When  it  fliall  be  told  in  foreign  nations,  that  the  Senate  of  Bri- 
uin  had  returned  thanks  for  the  efcape  of  the  Spaniards  from  Fer- 
rol,  their  uninterrupted  expedition  to  Italy,  the  embarraSinent  of  their 
own  trade,  the  captivity  of  their  f^iilors,  and  the  dedrudion  of  their 
troops,  what  can  they  conclude,  but  that  the  Senate  of  Britain  is 
a  colleflion  of  madmen,  whom  madmen  have  deputed  to  Iranfaft  the 
piiblick  affairs  ?  And  what  miift  be  the  influence  of  fuch  a  people, 
and  fnch  a  Senate,  will  be  eafriy  conceived . 

If  I  have  given  way,  Sir,  in  thefe  obfcrvatlons,  to  any  wanton 

tiypcibo'e,  or  exaggerated  affcriions,  they  will,  I  hope,  be  pardoned 

by  thofe  who  fliall  rtflcfl  upon  the  real  abfurdity  of  the  propofal^ 

•    ■     '    ■  ■  whVch 
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;:hicli  I  am  endeavouring  to  flicv  ia  its  true  ftate,  aod  by  4II  M'tm 
^l  (Qofidcr,  that  to  return  thanks  for  the  uianagcment  yf  tb|f 
Mr,  \%  to  return  thanks  for  the  carnage  of  Carthagcna,  for  the  rpA 
^  our  merchants,  for  the  lofs  of  our  reputation,  qnd  for  ^  ei^Jt'^l* 
(ion  gf  the  ^mily  of  Bourbon. 

I  hope  no  matt  will  be  fo.  unjuft,  or  can  be  fo  ignorant^  a^  tq  tq- 
Eayue  or  believe,  that  I  impute  any  part  of  our  raifcarrlsgps.  tP  fhc 
pufoD^I  conduft  pf  his  Majefly,  or  that  [  think  his  Majefty's  con-; 
ccm  for  the  profpcrity  of  his  people  unworthy  of  the  warmei^  apA 
jJncNcft  gratitude.  ]f  the  Addrefs  were  confined  to  the  infpe^ioa 
of  our  Sovereign  alone,  I  fliould  be  very  far  from  cenfuiing  or  ridt-. 
cuL'ng  it  J  for  his  Majefty  has  not  the  ev£nt  of  war  in  his  powej» 
DOT  can  confer  upon  his.miniilers  or  generals  that  knowledge  which 
Ihejluvc  neglected  to  acquire,  or  that  capacity  which  nature  hais- 
denied  diem.  He  may  perform  Riprc  than  we  have  a  right  to  cx- 
peS,  and  yet  be  unfucc^fsful ;  he  may  defcrve  die  -  utmoft  gratitude^ 
ncnwhen,  by  the  mifcondu^  of  his  fervants,  the  nation  is  djftrelled. 

But,  Sir,  in  drawing  up  an  Addrefs,  we  fliould  remember  that  w« 
*re  declaring  our  fcntiments  not  only  to  his  Majefty,  but  to  all  Eu- 
rope; toouralliest  our  enemies,  and  our  poUerity;  that  this  Ad- 
dict will  be  underltood,  like  a!l  others ;  that  thanks  oSered  in.  Uiis 
iHnncr,  by  cuftom,  fignify  approbation ;  and  that  therefore  we  muft 
■i  prricnt  rcprefs  our  gratitude,  becaufc  it  can  only  bring  into  cqii- 
topt  our  Sovereign  and  ourfelves. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  fpokc  next  to  this  efFcia :  Sir,  I  am  very 
fv  bom  thinking  that  the  war  againft  Spain  has  been  fo  unfuccels- 
fiil  as  feme  gentlemen  have  reprefented  it ;  that  the  lolles  which  we 
tiK  furred  have  been  more  fret^uent  than  we  had  reafon  to  expe$ 
non  the  lituation  of  our  encmiq^,  and  the  courfe  of  our  trade  j  or 
<x»  defeats,  fuch  as  the  common  chance  of  war  does  not  often  pr<>- 
dqce,  even  when  the  inequality  of  the  contending  powers  it  incon- 
■cKabk,  and  the  ultimate  event  as  near  to  certainty,  as  the  nature  <£ 
biUDin  iStirs  ever  can  admit. 

Nor  am  I  convinced,  Sir,  even  though  it  ftauld  be  allowed  that 
M  exa^cration  had  been  made  of  our  mifcarriages,  that  the  impro- 
Prie^  of  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefly  for  his  regal  care  in 
^  niinagement  of  the  war,  is  grols  9r  flagrant.  For  if  it  be  aU 
lowfdthat  his  Majefty  may  be  innocent  of  all  the  mifconduft  that 
^* p[9dttce4  out  defeats,  thiit  he  maylOMS  fbimcd  fchetoes. wifely, : 

-which . 
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irtilch  were  unfkilfuUy  profccuted  ;  that  even  valour  and  knowledge 
concurring,  will  not' always  obtain  ruccefs;  and  that  therefore  fome 
lofles  nay  be  fufiered,  and  fome  defeats  received,  though  not  only 
his  Majellj  gave  the  wifeil  dtreSion,  but  his  officers  executed  them 
with  the.utmofl  diligence  and  fidelity ;  how  will  it  appear  from  our 
ill  fuccefs,  that  our  Sovereign  does  not  defcrve  our  gratitude  ?  And 
^  it  Oiall  appear  to  us  that  our  thanks  are  merited,  who  Qiall  reftrain 
VS  horn  ofiering  them  in  the  moft  publick  and  folemn  manner  ? 

For  my  part,  I  think  no  conilderation  worthy  of  regard  in  com-  ' 
petition  with  truth  and  juflice,  and  therefore  Hull  never  forbear  apy 
expreffion  of  duty  to  my  Sovereign,  for  fear  of  the  ridicule  of  oiir 
fecrct,  or  the  reproaches  of  our  publick  enemies. 

With  regard  to  the  Addreg  under  our  confideration,  if  it  be  al- 
lowed either  that  we  have  not  been  unfuccefsful  in  any  opprobrious 
degree,  or  that  ill  fuccefs  does  not  necellarily  imply  any  dtieSt  in  the 
conduft  of  his  Majefty,  or  debar  us  from  the  right  of  acknowledging 
bis  goodncfs  and  hiswifdom,  I  think,  Sir,  no  objeiElion  can  be  made 
tb  the  form  of  eXpre^on  now  propofed,  in  which  all  founding  and 
pompous  language,  all  declamatory  exaggeration,  and  {ludied  figures 
of  fpeech,  all  appearance  of  exultation,  and  all  th«  farce  of  rhcto- 
rick  are  carefully  avoided,  and  nothing  inferted  that  may  difgufl  the 
moft  dcHcate,  or  raifefcruples  in  the  moft  fincere. 

Yet,  Sir,  that,  we  may  not  wafte  our  time  upon  trivial  difputcs,  when 
^hc  nation  experts  relief  from  oor  counfels,  that  we  may  not  fufpend 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  by  complaints  of  paft  defeats,  or  retard 
that  aSiftance  and  advice  which  our  Sovereign  demands,  by  en- 
quiring whether  it  may  be  more  proper  to  thank,  cr  to  counfel  hini, 
I  am  willing,  for  the  fake  of  unanimity,  that^  this  claufe  fhould  be 
omitted ;  and  hope  that  no  other  part  of  the  Addrefs  can  give  any 
opportunity  for  criiicifm,  or  for  objeftions. 

Mr.  PmT£N£Y  fpoke  next,  in  the  manner  following : — Sir,  It  is 
no  wonder  that  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  willingly  confents 
to  the  omtflton  of  this  claufe,  which  could  be  inferted  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  he  might  lacrifice  it  to  the  refentment  which  it  muft 
naturally  produce,  and  by  an  appearance  of  modedy  and  compliance, 
pafs  eajily  through  the  firtl  day,  and  obviate  any  fevere  enquiries  that 
might  be  dcfigned. 

He  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  opinion  of  many  whom  Bie 
nation  has  chofen  to  rcprefent  them,  and  with  the  univerfal  cla- 
mours 
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Kours  of  the  people,  too  accuratelj'  infonned  of  the  ftate  of  our  enC- 
nies,  artd  too  confcious  bow  much  his  fecret  tnachinatloos  have'hin- 
rfered  our  fuccefs,  to  cxpcGt  or  hope  that  we  ffaould  meet  here  to  re- 
turn tiianks  for  the  management  of  the  war ;  of  a  war  in  whicb 
Milling  has  been  attempted  by  his  4ire£tion  that  was  likHy  to  t\ie- 
cttJy  and  in  which  no  advantage  has  been  gained,  but  b^  iSdn^ 
without  orders,  and  againfl:  his  hopes. 

That  I  do  not  charge  him,  Sir,  without  reafon,  or  invent  acctt- 
btions  only  to  obllru£t  his  meafures,  or  to  gratify  my  own  relcnt- 
tnentj  that  I  do' net  eagerly  catch  Sying  calumnies,  prolong  the 
date  of  cafual  reproaches,  encourage  the  malignity  of  the  envious,  or 
adopt  the  fulpicions  of  the  melancholy  j  that  I  do  not  impofe  upon 
myfelf  by  a  warm  Imagination,  and  endeavoiir  to  communicate  to 
Aben  iolpreffions  which  I  have  only  received  myfelf  from  prejudice 
and  malignity,  will  be  proved  from  the.  review  of  his  conduA  fmce 
the  beginning  of  our  difpute  with  Spain,  in  which  it  will  be  found 
dnt  he  has  been  guilty  not  of  fingle  errors,  but  of  deliberate  trea- 
chery i  that  he  has  always  co-operated  with  our  enemies,  and  lacri- 
ficcd  to  his  private  intereft  the  bappinefs  and  thchonbur  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  nadon. 

How  long  our  merchants  were  plundered,  our  (ailors  cnflaved, 
and  our  colonies  intimidated  without  refaitment ;  how  long  the  Spa- 
nianb  ufurped  the  dominion  of  the  feas,  fearchcd  our  fliips  at  plea- 
tare,  confifcated  the  cargoes  without  controul,  and  tortured  our 
frllow-fubjeQs  with  impuni^,  cannot  but  be  remembered.  Not 
otdy  every  Genll^man  in  this  Houfe,  but  every  man  in  the  nation. 
however  indolent,  ignorant,  or  obfcure,  can  tell  what  barbarities 
were  exercifed,  what  ravages  were  committed,  what  complaints  were 
nade,  and  how  they  were  received.  It  i$  univeifally  known. that 
Ail  Gentleman,  and  thofe  whom  he  has  fcduced  by  peiiiions  and 
employments,  treated  the  lamentations  of  ruined  families,  and  the 
outcries  of  tortured  Britons,  as  the  clamours  of  feditlon,  and  the 
muiniurs  of  malignity  fuborncd  to  inflame  the  people,  and  embarrals 
tfac  government. 

It  is  known,  Sir,  that  our  loiles  were  at  one  time  ridiculed  as 
Mow  the  conitdcration  of  the  Icgidature,  and  the  diilrefs  of  the  mod 
■fcful  and  honeft  part  of  mankind  was  made  the  fubjcifl  of  merri- 
oeoi  and  laughter ;  the  aukward  wit  of  all  the  hirelings  of  the  town 
W  exerted  to  divert  the  attenuon  of  the  publick,  and  ktl  their  art 
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was  emi^yed  to  introduce  other  fubjcfts  into  converlau<m,  or  t« 
ftQl  the  complaiiits  which  they  heard  with  a  timely  jell. 

But  their  wit  wai  notmore  fuccefsful  on  this,  than  on  other  occa- 
{!<HV ;  their  imagioatioiu  were  foon  exhaufted,  and  they  found  le  it 
orher  times,  that  they  muft  have  recourfc  to  new  cxpedienU.  Tb« 
StR,  artifkc  of  fbaliow  courtiers  is  to  elude  with  promifcs  thofe  eota- 
plunts  which  they  cannot  confute,  a  [)ra£tice  that  requires  no  nn- 
derflaodSig  or  knowledge,  and  therefore  has  been  generally  followed 
by  the  admioiflration.  I'his  artifice  diey  quickly  made  ufe  d^ 
when  tbej  found  that  neither  the  merchtnts  nor  the  nation  were  to 
be  ftlcRCcd  by  an  a^Satioa  of  negligence,  or  tbe  fallies  of  mirth  } 
that  it  was  no  longer  iaie  to  jeft  upon  ^e  miferies  of  their  country- 
men, the  dellruSion  of  our  trade,  and  the  violation  of  our  ri^tS) 
they  condeCccnded  therefore  to  fome  appearances  of  compaffion,  and 
promifcd  to  exert  all  their  influence  to  procure  redreTs  and 
fccurity.  ■  - 

That  they  might  not  appear,  Sir,  to  have  made  this  promife  only 
to  free  ibcmfelvcs  from  prcfent  importunity,  they  fet  negotiations  on 
foot^  di^atched  memorials,  remonflraiices,  propofitions,  and  com-* 
putations,  and  with  an  aii  of  gravity  and  importance,  afTcmbled  at 
prt^r  times  to  psrufe-the  intelligence  which  they  received,  and  to 
concert  new  inftiufiions  for  their  miniAcrs. 

While  this  Ikr'ce  was  a£led,  Sir,  innumerable  su'tifices  were  mada 
ule  of  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  fufpencc  and  delay.  Sometimes  die 
diflance  of  the  Spanifb  dominions  in  America,  retarded  the  decifioa 
of  our  claims.  Sometimes  the  dilatory  difpofition  of  the  SpaniardSf 
and  the  cftabliDied  methods  of  their  courts,  made  it  impoffihie  to 
procure  a  more  fpeedy  determination.  Sometimes  aiders  were  diC. 
patched  to  America  in  favour  of  our  trade,  and  rometimes  thofe 
orders  were  negle<5ted  by  the  captains  of  the  SpaniOi  fbips,  and  tlte 
governors  of  their  provinces  j  and  when  it  was  enquired  why  thofe 
captains  and  governors  were  not  punifhed  or  recalled,  we  were 
treated  witli  contempt  for  not  luiowing  what  had  been  To  lately  toU 
lis  of  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  Spanifb  courts. 

In  the  mean  time  our  merchants  were  plundered,  and  our  lailon 
thrown  into  dungeons ;  our  flag  was  infulted,  and  our  narigatioa 
rcflrained,  by  men  a^ng  under  the  commiffion  of  the  King  of 
Spain  i  we  perceived  no  efTcA  of  oui  Acgotiauons  but  the  expcncc, 
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and  OUT  enemies  not  only  infifted  on  Ijwir  former  daims,  but  profe- 
Orted  dwm  with  tlie  utmoft  rigour,  infolencc,  xnd  cruelty. 

It  nnift  indeed.  Sir,  be  urged  in  ^voor  of  oar  miollter,  diat  h<! 
Ai  not  refiife  anj  zSt  of  rubmiffion,  or  omit  any  method  of  fuppll- 
otiaa  by  which  he  might  hope  to  foften  the  Spaniards ;  he  foltcitej 
Aeir  favour  at  dieir  own  court,  he  fent  commiflaries  into  their 
ceuatry,  be  affiled  them  in  taking  polleffion  of  dominions,  to  whictl 
■Mber  wc  nor  they  have  proved  a  right ;  and  he  employed  the  navies 
df  Britain  to  tranfport  into  Italy  the  Prince  on  whom  the  new 
Kified  kingdom  was  to  be  conlerred. 

Well  might  he  ezpoA  that  the  Spaniards  would  be  foftened  by  fo 
smdi  Undnels  and  forbearance,  and  that  gratitude  would  at  length 
iodnce  them  to  fpare  thofc  whom  no  injuries  or  contempt  had  been 
Ale  to  alienate  from  them,  and  to  allow  tbofe  a  free  conrfe  through 
feieasof  America,  to  whom  they  had  been  indebted  for  an  unin-' 
terrupted  pa£age  to  the  polTcfllon  of  a  kingdom. 

He  might  likewife  urge,  Sir,  that  when  he  was  obliged  to'mala 
nr  i^on  them,  he  was  fo  tender  of  their  intereft,  that  the  Bridlh 
admiial  was  lent  out  widi  orders  rather  to  ddhoy  his  own  fleet  than 
4e  gdleons,  which  in  appearance  he  was  fent  to  take,  and  to  perifli 
bf  dw  inclemency  of  the  climate,  rather  than  enter  the  SpaniCfa  ports* 
■CT^tbeir  colonics,  or  plunder  their  towns. 

fitrt  to  little  purpofe,  Sir^  did  pur  minifter  implore  the  compafiEoti 
«f  tbe  Spaniards,  and  reprefent  the  benefits  by  which  we  might 
daim  it;  for  bis  comfJiance  was  by  the  fubtle  Spaniards  attributed 
BK  to  kindneTs,  but  to  fear ;  and  it  was  tiierefore  determined  to  re- 
dacebimto  abfoluu  Havery,  by  the  &me  practices  which  bad  almdy' 
hak  him  to  fo  abjefi  a  ftate. 

They  dierefore  treated  our  remonftrances  with  contempt,  conti- 
iBKd  their  influence  and  their  opprefiions,  and- while  our  agent  was 
oingiag  at  their  coun  with  frefh  inftrufUons  in  his  hand,  while  he  ' 
ni  burrytng  with  bufy  looks  from  one  grandee  to  another,  and  per- 
^lt  difmiflcd  without  an  audience  one  day^  and  fent  back'  in  the 
■ndfi  of  his  harangue  o«  another,  (he  guardfliips  of  the  Spaniards 
tootioued  their  havock,  our  merchants  were  ruined,  and  our  Tailors 
intBted. 

At  length.  Sir,  tbe  nation  was  too  much  inflamed  to  be  any^ 
longer  amuJed  with  idle  negotiations,  or  trifling  expedients ;  the 
ftrieti  echoed  with  the  clamours  of  the  populace,  and  this  Houft' 
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was  cnraided  with  petitions  fnnn  the  merchants.  The  Honourable 
Pcrt&n,  with  aU  hU  ait,  found  himfelf  unable  any  longer  to  elude  a 
detertmnagon  of  this  affitir.  ThoTe  whom  he  had  hitherto  per- 
fiiaded  that  he  had  failed  merely  ibr  want  of  abilities,  began  now  t<t 
fiifpe^l  that  he  had  no  deftre  of  better  fuccefs  j  and  thofc  who  had 
liitberto  cbearfully  cnerttcd  their  penfions  by  an  unfhalcen  adherence 
ti>  all  his  mealiires,  who  had  extolled  his  wifdom  and  his  integrity 
with  all  the  confidence  of  (ecurity,  began  now  to  be  (halcen  by  the 
sniverlality  of  the  cenfures  which  (he  open  fupport  of  perfidy 
brought  upon  them.  They  wefe  afraid  any  longer  to  alTert  what 
dicy  neither  Iwlicved  theoifelves,  nor  could  perfuade  others  to  adroit. 
The  moH  indolent  were  alarmed,  the  moft  obftinatc  convinced,  and  - 
die  moft  profligate  afbamed, 

'  What  could  now  b^onc.  Sir,  to  gain  a  few  months,  to  lecure 
a  fiiort  interval  of  quiet  in  which  his  agents  might  be  employed  to 
£JIeniinate  fome  new  Wifehood,  bribe  to  his  party  feme  new  vindi- 
fsitors^  or  lull  the  people  with  the  opiate  of  another  expedient,  with 
on  account  of  conceffions  from  the  court  of  Spain,  or  a  congiefs  to 
compute  the  lodes,  and  adjuft  the  claims  of  our  merchants  i 

Something  was  neceflarily  to  be  attempted,  and  orders  were  there- 
fere  difpatched  by  our  minifler,  to  his  flavc  at  the  court  of  Spain,  to 
procure  fome  flipulations  that  might  have,  at  leaft,  the  appearance 
«f  a  ftcp  towaids  the  concludon  of  the  debate.  His  agent  obeyed 
bim  i|rith  his  ufual  alacrity  and  addrefs,  and  in  time  lent  him,  fbc 
ifae  fatisfa^Uon  of  the  Britilh  people,  the  celebrated  convention. 

The  convention.  Sir,  has  been  fo  lately  difcufled,  is  fo  particu- 
larly remembered,  and  fo  univerlally  condemned,  that  it  would  be 
TO  unjuflifiable  prodigality  of  time  to  expatiate  upon  it.  There 
were  bat  lew  in  the  laft  fcnate,  and  I  hope  there  are  none  in  this,  J 
vbo  did  not  fee  the  tijcannefs  of  fufFering  inconteftable  claims  to  be 
difputed  by  commilTaries,  the  injiiSice  of  the  demand  which  was 
made  upon  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  the  contemptuous  inlb- 
iface  of  arnudng  us  with  the  Ihadow  of  a  (lipulation,  which  was  to 
vanifh  into  nothing,  uulefs  we  purcbafcd  a  ratiiication  of  it^  by 
paying  what  we  did  not  awe. 

The  convention  therefore.  Sir,  wae  fo  hr  from  pacifying,  that  it 
qnly  exafperated  the.  nation,  and  took  from  otir  miniflcr  the  power 
^  acting  any  longer  openly  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards ;  of  whom 
u.muft  be  confclTed,  that  their  wifdom  was  overpowered  by  their 
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pridr,  and  that,  for  the  (ake  of  Ibewin^  to  all  the  powers  of  Eun^ 
■be  dqwkfcnce  in  which  they  held  the  Court  of  Britain,  they  took 
Ron  their  friends  the  power  of  fcrving  them  any  longer,  and  made  it 
I  uA&fe  for  them  to  pay  that  fubmillion  to  which  they  were  inclined. 
The  Spaniards  did  not  fufiicicntly  diftinguifh  between  the  nation 
and  tbe  miniAry  of  Briuin,  nor  fufpe^ted  that  their  interefts,  in- 
dioaiions,  and  opinions  were  direflly  oppofite ;  and  that  thofe  who 
vne  carelted,  feared,  and,  reverenced  by  the  jninifby,  were  by  the 
people  hated,  defpifed,  and  ridiculed. 

By  cnllaving  our.  miniAry,  they  weakly  imagined  that  they  had 
conquered  our  nation  |  nor  perhaps.  Sir,  would  they  quickly  hare 
dircoTcred  their  miflake,  had  diey  ufed  their  vi^ory  with  greater 
moderation,  condefcended  to  govern  their  new  province  with  l^ft 
ligour,  and  fent  us  laws  in  any  other  form  than  that  of  the 
conTention; 

But  the  fecurity  which  fuccefs  excites,  produced-in  them  the  fame 

cfieds  as  it  has  often  done  in  others,  and  dellroycd  in  fome  degree  the 

adnntages  of  the  conquell  by  which  it  was  infpired.     The  lail  proof 

tf  theii  contempt  of  our  Sovereign  and  our  nation,  was  too  flagrant 

to  be  palliated,  and  too  publick  not  to  be  refented.     The  cries  of  the 

'  ntion  were  redoubled,  the  felicitations  of  the  merchants  renewed, 

'  die  abfurdity  of  our  pad  condud  expofed,  the  meannefs  of  our  for- 

I  Iiearaiice  reproached,  and  the  ncceHiEy  of  more  vigorous  meafures 

[  ttiiently  proved. 

The  friends  of  Spain  difcovered.  Sir,  at  length,  that  war  was 
'  ixceflarily  to  be  proclaimed,  and  that  it  would  be  no  longer  their  ia- 
!  tenft  to  sA  in  open  oppoation  to  juftice  and  reafon,  to  the  policy  of    , 

>il  ages,  and  remondrance?  of  the  whole  nation. 
^  Theminiftcr,  therefore,aftcrlongdelay5,afcerhavingrun roundtbe 
f  circle  of  all  his  artifices,  and  endeavouring  to  intimidate  the  nation 
^  Eille  reprefentacions  of  the  power  of  our  enemies,  and  the  danger 
'  ^  an  invafion  from  them,  at  length  fuiFered  war  to  be  proclaimed, 
'  Aongh  not  ttU  he  had  taken  all  precautions  that  might  difappoint  us 
'  rffucccfs. 

I  He  knew  that  die  Aate  of  the  Spanilh  dominions  expofed  them  in 
■  )  puticular  manner  to  fuddcn  incur'fions  by  fmall  parties,  and  that  ia 
wmer  wars  againft  them,  our  chief  advantage  bad  been  gained  by  the 
wdads  and  fubtility  of  private  adventurers,  who  by  hovering  over 
tbtircoafli  in  fmall  veHels,  without  nifiog  the  alarms  which  the  £gbt 
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bt  i  rdyal  navy  ifecelurfly  pfoduces,  fiad  discovered  opportunities  df 
IdniA;^  unexpeftedly,  and  entering  their  towns  by  furprife,  of  plunder- 
ini  t&eir  weahhy  ftiips^or  enriching  themrclvesb'y  ranfoRis  and  compo- 
fiti6ns ;  he  linew  that  iiicdnfiderable  bodiesofmen,  incited  by  private  ad- 
*anfage,  felei2ed  wifh  care  for  particular  expeditions,  itidru^fed  by  fe- 
crtt  intelligence,  and  concealed  by  the  rmallnefs  of  their  numbere,  bad 
f6und  means  to  maizh  up  into  the  country  through  ways  which 
W6uld  never  have  been  attempted  by  regular  forces,  and  have  brought 
upon  the  Spa.-iiards  more  terror  and  diflrefs  than  could  have  been 
produced  by  a  powerful  army,  however  carefully  difciplincd,  or 
however  fkiffuHy  commanded. 

It  was  therefore.  Sir,  his  firft  care  to  fccure  his  darling  Spaniards 
fr6m  tile  pernicious  defigns  of  private  adventurers ;  he  knew  not  but 
fa,eae  6f  Elizabeth's  heroes  might  unfortunately  revive,  and  terrify 
with  an  unexpected  invafion  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  Spanidi 
colonies,  or  appear  before  their  ports  with  his  nimble  (loops,  and  bid 
defiance  to  their  navies  and  their  garrifons.  When  therefore  a  bill 
Was  introduced  into  this  Houfe,'  by  which  encouragement  was  given 
to  the  fiibje^  of  this  kingdom  to  fit  out  privateers,  and  by  which 
thoi^  who  Ihould  conquer  any  of  the  colonies  of  the  Spaniards,  were 
confirmed  in  the  pofleffion  of  them  for  ever,  it  cannot  be  forgotten 
with  what  zeal  he  oppofed,  and  with  what  fteadinefs  he  rejeded  it, 
diough  it  is  not  [foffible  to  aRignany  difadvantage  which  could  have 
been  produced  by  palling  it,  and  the  utmo(t  that  could  be  urged 
againfl  it  was,  that  it  Was  unnecefTary  and  ufelefs. 

Having  thus  difcouraged  that  method  of  war  which  was  moil  to  be 
dreaded  b]p  our  enemies,  and  left  them  little  to  fear  but  from  national 
forces  and  public  preparations,  his  next  care  was  to  Iccurc  thim  Jroni 
any  deftruftive  blow,  by  giving  them  time  to  equip  their  fleets,  coi- 
led their  forces,  repair  their  fortifications,  garrifon  their  towns,  and 
regulate  their  trade  i  for  this" purpofe  he  delayed,  as  long  as'ic  was 
poffible,  the  difpatch  of  our  navies,  embarrafTed  our  levies  of  Tailors 
hy  the  violence  of  impreffes,  violence  which  proper  encouragement 
and  regulations  might  have  made  unnccefl'ary,  and  fuffercd  the  pVi- 
vateers  of  the  enemy  to  plunder  our  merchants  withoat  controul, 
under  pretence  that  Ihips  of  war  could  not  be  Rationed,  nor  convoys 
provided  for  their  protection. 

At  length  feveral  ficets  were  fitted  out,  Vernon  was  fent  to  Aipt^ 

rlca,  and  Haddock  into  the  Mediterranean,-  with  what  cohfequences 
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UisLwellJatown*  nor  {bould  I  mention  them  at  this  time,  bad  I  not  * 
been  swakentd  to  tbe  remembnmce  of  them  by  a  propofal  of  thanks 
ibrtbc  conduStofltaewar. 

The  behaviour  of  the  two  Admirals  was  very  different  j  though  it 
las  not  yet  aj^xsred  but  diat  their  orders  were  the  fame.  Vernon 
with  fix  fliips  defiroyed  thofe  fortifications,  before  which  Hofier 
fwmerly  peiilbed,  in  obedieiKe  to  the  commands  of  obr  miniftry. 
How  tifis  fuccels  was  received  by  the  miniller  and  his  adherents,  bow 
audi  tbey  were  offended  at  the  exultations  of  the  populace,  bow  evi- 
dcndytheyappe^md  to  coofider  it  as  a  breach  of  their  fcheme,  and  a 
deviation  from  th^ir  vdice^tions,  the  wiuile  nation  Can  relate. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten.  Sir,  ho^  invidioufly  the  minifter  himielf 
endeavoured  to  extenuate  the  honour  of  that  jidion,  by  attempting  to 
procure  in  the  Addrefs,  which  was  on  that  occafion  presented  to  his 
Majefty,  a  fupprcSon  of  the  number  of  the  fhips  with  wliich  he  per- 
formed it. 

In  tbe  mean  time,  Sir,  the  nation  expeiEled  accounts  of  the  fame 
kind  from  the  Meditenanean,  where  Haddock  was  ftationed  with  a 
very  conTiderable  force  ■,  but  inSead  of  relations  of  ports  bombarded, 
and  towns  plundered,  of  navies  deftroyed,  and  villages  laid  in'  alhes, 
we  were  daily  informed  of  the  loflcs  of  our  merchants,  whofe  Oiips  ■ 
were  taken  almoft  within  fight  of  our  fquadrons. 

We  had  indeed  once  the  fatisfafVion  of  hearing  that  die  fleet  of 
Spain  was  confined  in  the  port  of  Cadiz,  unprovided  with  provifions, 
and  it  wa^  rafhly  reported  that  means  would  either  be  found  of  de- 
Sroying  them  in  the  harbour,  or  that  they  would  be  fliut  up  in  that 
unfruitful  part  of  the  country,  till  they  £hould  be  obliged  to  diflund 
dirir  crews. 

We  therefore,  Sir,  ■  bore  with  patience  the  daily  havock  of  our 
trade,  in  expefiatioi>  of  the  entire  deftruflion  of  the  royal  navy  of 
Spain,  which  would  reduce  them  to  defpair  of  refiffance,  and  compel 
them  to  implore  peace.  But  while  we  were  flattering  ourfelvcs  with 
iholc  pleailng  dreams,  we  were  wakened  on  a  fudden  with  an  affoniQi- 
ii^  account  that  the  Spaniards  had  left  Cadiz,  and  without  any  in> 
temiption  from  the  Britons,  were  taking  in  provifions  at  Ferrol. 

This  disappointment  of  our  expc<£tations  did  indeed  difcourage  us, 
but  not  deprive  us  of  hope  {  we  knew  that  the  mall  politic  are  Tome- 
times  deceived,  and  that  the  moft  vigilant  may  fometimes  relax  their 
Wttorion;  wc  did  not  expert  in  our  commanders  any  cxemftion  from 
.  Vol.  IL  G  .  human 
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'  human  erran,  snd  requiitd  ooly  Alt  tbty  fiiould  cadnmtr'  to  twpnt 
xiitArfuluns,  wd  cctrivAdMtr  mtftikn ;  tui  Amtfan  waited  willi- 
out  clamour,  in  expe&tion  that  vfaat  in*oaittlcd  at  Cadiz  would- 
bo  perfwmedatFcrr^, 

But  no  fooner,  ^r,  bad  the  Spaniards  ftored  their  fteet,  Asn  w« 
were  furpriied  wkh  a  revolation  of  iftiin  ]>et  mar*  wondeiiil.  Hs4- 
dodc,  ^nftcftd  of  reoiaining  befiMV  Ferrol,  was  drum  off.  by  firnie 
cbisKFical  al»iii  to  proteA  MintHVa,  and  dte  Spaniardt  in  the  mean- 
trme-  failed  away,  to  America,  ia  conjun^Mi  whh  the  French 
fifuadroa  that  bad  been  for  fom^  tine  naiij  for  the  voy^e. 

If  we  confider  tBe  3brurdit7>  of  dtif  condufl^  it  cannot  but  be' 
imagined  diat  our  minilter.muft  iend  Haddock  b\k  iatcHigenee  and 
itcAcherous  dke^ons,  on  pufpofe  that  the  SpanUh  fleet  might  tkapa- 
without  interruption.  For  bow  can  it  ba  conceived  that  the 
Spatuards  could  hare  formed  any  real  defign  of  befiegiDg  port  Mo- 
hon  ?  Was  it  probable  that  they  would  have  fcnt  an  army  in  de-- 
fencclcfs  tranfports,  into  the  jaws  of  t!ie  Britifll  fleet  i  and  it  wat  well 
kriown  that  they  had  no  (hips  of  war  to  prated  them.  It  waa  notf 
v£ry  agreeable  to  common  policy  to  land  an  army  upon  an  iiland,  an 
ifland  wholly  deflitute  of  provifions  for  dieir  fupport,  while  an  boftile- 
navy  was.  in  poireflion  of  the  fea,  by'v^ich  the  fortrsfs  wlucb  their 
troops  were  deftined  to  befiegc  might  be  daily  fupplied  with  neccC- 
larics,  and  the  garrifon  augmented  with  new  forces,  while  their  army 
would  be  itfelf  befieged  in  a  barren  ifland,  without  provifions,  with- 
out recruits,  without  hope  of  fuccour  or  pofSbiticy  of  fuccefs. 

But  fuch  was  the  folicitude  of  our  Adminl  for  tha  prefenratiDit  f^- 
Minorca,  that  he  abandoned  hie  ftuion,  and  lufFered  the  Spaniards- 
to  join  their  confederates  of  France,  and  prolecutc  their  voyvge  to- 
America  without  hindrance  or  purfiiit. 

la  America  they  Femained  for  fome  time  mafters  of  the  lea,  and- 
confined  Vernon  to  (he  ports ;  but  want  of  provilttMis  obliging  the 
French  to  retul'n,  no  invafion  of  our  colonies  was  attempted,  not 
any  of  thofe  deftrudive  measures  purfued  which  we  had  reafon  to' 
fear,  and  of  which  our  minifler,  notwtthftanding  his  wondcr&l 
fagacity,  could  not  have  foretold  that  they  would  have  been  defeated' 
by'tin  unexpeOed  fcarcity  of  vi£tua1fl. 

The  Spaniards,  however,  gained  by  this  expedient  time  to  repair 

their  fortifications,  flTengthen  their  garrifons,  and  difpofe  their  forcet' 

in  ^  mofi  advantageous  nunner ;  and  therefor^  AoUgb  they  wtn- 
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nxenibledui  attack  our  domiaions,  bad  at  leaftan  o^rtunitf  of 
fccariiig  tiiinr  <j(n]. 

AtJa^lth,  Sir,  left  it  flumld  be  indUputatily.  evident  ttut  GUI'  oi!-. 
niter  mt  in  confederacy  with  the  Spaniards,  itwasdeUrmined,  ^at 
dor  Americui  territorief  fbould  be  invadid  ;  but  care  was  taken  to 
%>|MHnt  the  fuccefi  c^  the  expedition  by  employing  new  ralfed 
mops,  and  i^cers  widiout  experience,  tod  to  make  it  burthenfoBie 
b  Ac  nation  by  m  doable  number  of  officert,  of  which  no  ufe  coukt 
'  fediicorered,  but  that  of  incrcafing  the  iofloeace,  and  multiplying 
;    Ae  dEpenbntt  ttf  Ae  niniftry. 

I      It  was  oot  though  fufficient.  Sir,  to  favour  tbe  defignt  of  the 

j   9pinianlB  by  tbe  delay  which  the  levy  of  new  troops  oecefljwily  pro* 

I   doced,  and  to  encourage  diemby  thepK^bilityrfanealytelilUnce' 

j   ^nft  raw  forces ;  nor  was  die  nation,  in  tbe  opiiuoo  of  At  (nin}C> 

!   tBT,  puniflied  for  in  rebellion  againft  him  with  adequate  leverity,  by 

wing  ccHtdetanetf  to  iiipport  a  double  number  of  troops.     Some  other 

^tAois  were  to  be  Mftd  for  embarraffing  our  prepandoos  and  pr6> 

■>flii^  the  war. 

The  troopf,  therefore.  Sir,  being  by  ^  accident  of  a  hard  winter  . 

I  oute  Ipeedily  railed  than  it  wai  reafonable  to  expef^  were  detained  in 

.  du  illand'for  Icveral  moothi,  upon  trivial  pretences ;  and  were  at 

r  kiCdiiiifJered  to  embatk  at  a  time  when  it  was  well  known  that  they> 

«mU  have  much  niore  formidable  enemies  than  the  Spaniards  to  en- 

'  AuDter ;  when  tbe  uobealthy  feaibn  of  the  American  climate  mull: 

:  oce&rily  deftroy  (hem  by  tbou&nds  i  when  tbe  air  itfelf  was  poifoot 

Old  to  be  wounded  certainly  death. 

j  ThcEi  were  the  bardfliips  to  whidi  part  of  our  fenow-fuljedt  hare 
I  fiMt  expofed  by  tbe  tyraniiy  of  the  minifler  j  bardihips  which  caudon 
!  todd  sot  obviate,  nor  bravery  furmount ;  they  were  fenC  to  combat 
{■idiDaturej  toencounter  with  theblafts  of  difcale,  and  to  make  war 
'  "giinft  the  dements.  They  were  fent  to  feed  the  vultures  of  Ame- 
I  "O)  and  to  gratify  die  Spaniards  with  an  eafy  conqueft. 
'  Ib  die  pifiage  tbe  General  died,  and  the  command  devolved  upon  a 
[.Mn^iohadoeyerAen  an  enemy,  and  was  therefore  only  a  lpeculai>«^ 
«K  warrior ;  an  accident,  «4)ich  as  it  was  not  unlikely  to  haj^Kn^ 
|*«J4  have  been  provided  againft  by  any  minifter  ^o  wifiied  foe 
l"ttA.  The  mdanch(dy  event  of  this  expedition  I  need  not  men- 
[^  it  wit  ludt'as  might  be  reUbnabty  expend ;  when  our  troopt 
^ciefeBtoutwidioatdifttjdine,  widiout  commanders,  into^acountty 
'  G  2  where 
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where  even  die  dews  are  fatal  againft  enemies  Informed  of  their  ap- 
proach, fccurcd  by  fortifications,  inured  to  the  climate,  well  provided 
and  IkilfuHy  commanded.  , 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  what  depredations 
were  made  upon  our  trading  veficls,  with  what  inlblencc  fiiips  of  very 
little  force  approached  our  coafls,  and  feized  our  merchants  in  , 
fight  of  our  fortifications;  It  Is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  condu<5l 
of  fomc  of  thofe  who  owed  their  revenues  and  power  to  the  miniJlcr, 
gave  yet  (Irongcr  proofs  of  a  combination. 

■  It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  with  what  effrontery  the  loflcsof  our  mer- 
chants were  ridiculed,  with  what  contemptuous  triumph  of  revenge 
they  were  charged  with  the  guilt  of  this  fatal  war,  and  how  publicldy 
they  were  condemned  tofufferfor  their  folly. 

For  this  reafon,  Sir,  they  were  either  denied  the  fecurity  of  con- 
voys, or  forfaken  in  the  raoft  dangerous  parts  of  the  fca,  by  thofe  to 
whofe  proteftion  they  were,  in  app«rance,  committed.  For  this 
reafon,  they  were  either  hindered  from  engaging  in  their  voyage  by 
the  bfs  of  thofe  men  who  were  detained  unactlve  ii:  the  (hips  of  war, 
or  deprived  of  their  crews  upon  the  high  feas,  or  fuSered  to  proceed 
•only  to  become  a  prey  to  the  Spaniards. 

But  it  was  not.  Sir,  a  fuflicient  gratification  of  our  implacable  - 
minllter,  that  the  merchants  were  dlilreffed  for  alarming  the  nation  > 
it  was  thought  likcwifc  neceflary  to  punifh  the  people  for  believing  . 
too  eafily  the  reports  of  the  merchants,  and  to  warn  them  for  ever 
again  daring  to  imagine  themfelves  able  to  difcern  their  own  intercft, 
or  to  prefcribe  other  meafurcs  to  the  minifters,  than  they  Ihould  be 
themfelves  inclined  to  purfue;  our  miniUcr  was  refolved  to  Ihew 
tbcm,  by  a  mafter-ftroke,  that  it  yas  in  his  power  to  difappoint  their 
defires  by  feemlng  to  comply,  and  to  dcflroy  tlieir  commerce  and 
their  happinefs,  by  the  very  means  by  which  they  hoped  to  (ecurc 
them. 

For  this  purpofc.  Sir,  did  this  great  man  fummon  all  his  poli- 
ticks together,  and  call  to  council  all  his  confidents  and  all  his  dc' 
pendants,  and  it  was  at  length,  after  mature  deliberation,  determined, 
by  their  united  wifdom,  to  put  more  ILips  into  commiflion,  toaggrx*. 
fate  the  terrors  of-the  Imprefs  by  new  violence  and  fevcrlty,  to  draw 
the  failors  by  the  promile  of  large  rewards  Irom  the  fervlce  of  th« 
merchants^  to  collet  »  mighty  fleet,  and  to  dlfpatcb  it  on  a  ftcrtt 
txpedition, 
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A  Iccret  «q>eiliti(Mt,  Sir,  is  a  new  term  of  minifterial  arf,  a  term 
vliich  may  have  been  perliaps  formerly  made  uTc  of  hy  foldiers,  for  « 
delign  to  be  executed  without  giving  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
providing  for  their  defence ;  but  is  now  ufed  for  a  deflgn  with  which 
the  enemy  is  better  acquainted  than  thofe  to  whom  the  execution  of  it 
is  committed.  A  iecret  expedition  is  now  an  expedition  of  whhjh 
««ry  one  knows  the  dcfign,  but  thofc  at  whofe  cxpence  it  is  under- 
taken. It  is  a  kind  of  naval  review,  which  excels  thofe  of  the  Park 
in  magnificence  and  expence,  but  is  equally  ufflefs,  and  equalljr 
'  ridiculous. 

Upon  tbefe  frcret  expeditions,  however,  were  fixed  for  a  long 
time  the  «xpe£tations  of  the  people ;  they  faw  alt  the  appearances  oi 
preparation  for  real  war ;  they  were  informed,  that  the  workmen  ia 
the  docks  were  retained  by  uncommon  wages  to  du  double  duty ;  they 
&v  the  mofl  fpecious  encouragements  ofiered, to  the  faitorS}  tbey 
law  naval  ftores  accumulated  with  the  utmoft  induftry,  heard  of  no' 
thing  but  the  proof  of  new  cannon,  and  new  contradls  for  provtfion  { 
and  how  much  reafon  Ibever  they  had  to  quellion  the  finccrity  of  the 
great  man  who  had  fo  long  engrolled  the  management  of  all  afiairs, 
tbey  did  not  imagine  that  he  was  yet  fb  abandoned  to  levy  forces 
only  to  exhauft  their  money,  and  eijuip  fleets  only  to  expofe  them  to 
ridicule. 

When  dtercfore.  Sir,  after  the  ufual  delays,  the  papers  had  in- 
ftmned  the  people  that  the  great  fleet  was  failed,  they  no  longer 
doubted  that  the  Spaniards  were  to  be  reduced  to  our  own  terms  j 
Aey  eiq)e£kcd  to  be  ttrfd  in  a  few  days,  of  the  deftruftion  of  fleets, 
the  demolition  of  caftles,  and  the  plunder  of  cities ;  and  every  one 
envied  the  fortune  of'  thofc  who,  by  being  admitted  into  their  formi- 
daUe  fleet,  were  entitled  to  the  treafures  of  fuch  wealthy  enemies. 

When  diey  had  for  fome  time  indulged  tbcfe  expectations,  an  ac- 
count was  brought,  that  the  fleet  was  returned  without  the  leaft 
adiwi,  or  the  leaft  attempt,  and  that  new  provifions  were  to  be  taken 
in,  that  tbey  might  let  out  upon  another-y>f  rrt  txptjiti»n,   ' 

But,  Sir,  thib  wonder-working  term  had  now  loft  its  effictcy, 
ud  it  WIS  dilcovored,  that  ficrti  ticptdiliiins,  lik«  all  other  ^Srrvi 
firnctit  wete  only  cxfedienfi  to  drain  the  money  of  the  people,  and 
to  conceal  the  ignoraace  or  viUainy  «f  the-  miniileri' '  - 

Such  has  been  th^  eonduA  for  vrUch  we  are  4e4ired..to  rctifni 

tiudcs  ia  an  humble  atid  dutiful  Addi^^  fucb  art  tbe  tranb^Uons 

Q  3  iiiiadck 


,wbMi  m  ue  ta  seconunend  to  Ac  ppprobadga  «f  aw  <«o|iitiiMits, 
;^'  itich   ttt  triui^h*  upon  iriiich  we  swft  oongratuUbB   our 

For  my  part.  Sir,  I  cannot  but  ttaldc  that  (Scdcb  ii  *  cenTurc  too 
gentle  «f  that  wickednds  nAich  no  liui£uage  can  exa|igeratCj  at^ 
^  iriitch,  at  it  hap  perhaps  no  exampTe,  hunuui  Icind  bave  not  yrt 
{»ovidcd  a  name.  .  Murder,  parricide,  utd  treafon,  are  modcft  ^ 
^)ati<MU  when  fefeired  to  tittt  condmA  by  which  a  King  is  be* 
^jttd,  and  a  nation  ruiacd,  under  pretence  of  promoting  its  in* 
tereft,  hj  a  man  tniftcd  with  the  adminiftiatim  of  public  aSak*,     , 

Let  U8  thereftjre.  Sir,  if  it  be  diought  not  pr<^>cr  to  Uy  befbte  hii 
Jdajefty  the  fendrneos  cf  hi*  peqile  in  their  full  extent,  at  leaft  not 
endeavour  to  conceal  then  from  him ;  let  ut  at  Icaft  additft  bin  ia 
^h  a  manner  at  may  give  him  fome  occafion  to  en()uire  into  tht 
\Uie  traniadioos,  whi^  have  for  many  yean  been  fuchi  that  to  eo* 
tgun  into  dien  ia  to  condemn  dtefai. 

Sir  RoixiLT  Waijoli  rofe  agajn,  and  %oLe'to  thii  eficS  :-• 
^ir.  Though  I  am  for  from  being  ^thier  coofciiitded  or  intimidated 
^y  this  atrocioui  charge  j  thDugh  I  ax^  coafident,  that  aU  the  mta* 
fiucs  which  have  been  fo  clamorously  enured,  will  adnvt  of  a  very 
pafy  vindication,  and  that  whenever  ^y  are  ez{^aiqcd  they  wiU  be 
approved ;  yet  as  an  accu&tion  fo  complicated  cannot  be  Qonfiited 
fritbout  a  loo^  recapitidation  of  paft  events,  :iod  a  ded^ftjoa  of 
puaj  paiticiilar  circamfbaCBi,  fime  of  whi^  n^y  nq^irc  evidence, 
*nd  fbme  a  very  minute  and  proUx  exf^icatioa,  I  aaopt  think  tbi*  ' 
--  iipropetdayfbr  ei^agtnginthceonttaver^,  bccyulf  ictamy  intercft 
^lat  it  maybe  accuratrfy  ^ctiBH. 

At  pcefent,  Sir,  I  Audi  content  mylelf  with  bate  aSartifipi,  like 
tiiofe  of  him  by  whom  I  am  acculei^  and  hope  diey  will  not  be  hcaM 
mtii  lefi  attention,  or  itccived  widk  left  belief.  For  liircly  it  was 
fevfr  denied  to  any  man  to  dc&od  faiinlelf  with  dw  fjupe  weapons 
nri^  whi«h  be  ia  attacked. 

I  ftiall  thefe&re.  Sir,  makf  no  fenple  to  aierb  d»t  dK  ircafun 
ff  die  public  has  b^n  emi^oyed  with  the  utmc^  fin^aUty  topsamoce 
^. purpote  foe  which  it waagm^i  duit  ofur  (ongaaSiin  hara 
tfcn  tranljifted  wiih  the  vtmaBtSMkftiBjiaftaMUBt  of  long  con- 
fiiltationi ;  aAd  fliall  VBObue  to,  add,  diat  our  fiacoeft  haa  not  been 
fitcbMOu^ttoprodttatao^fii^icioaof  as^igencc  or  treadierT. 
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Tint  OUT  defiga  agiinft  Carthigena  ww  defeated,  cannot  be 
denied;  but  wtutww  hai  been  one  continued  feries  t^  fuccefif  In 
^  late  war  with  France,  of  which  tbe  conduA  has  been  To  laviJUy 
celebrated,  did  no  d*Cgn«  nufcarrjr  f  If  we  conqtiared  at  Ramillies, 
vne  we  not  in  our  turn  beaten  at  Almanza  ?  If  we  deflrojred  tbe 
Fretidi  fliipB,  was  it  not  alwajrs  with  tome  loTs  of  our  own  ?  And 
fince  die  fuScribgs  of  our  merchants  have  been  mentioned  wlA  fo 
mudi  acrintonj,  do  not  the  lifis  of  theflups  taiun  in  that  wv,  prove 
■liKt  ifae  diyedations  of  prirateers  caxmot  be  entireljr  prevented  i 

TV  diJappCHntneatt  Sir,  of  the  ptAlic  expe£btio(i  by  tbe  return 
flf  Ae  fleets,  has  been  charged  upon  the  adminiftration,  as  a  crime 
too  owmwis  tpbe  — wieaed  without  honor  and  deteftation.  That 
4ie«iaiflt7  have  not  ite  eleoieots  in  tbeir  power,  that  they  do  not 
prelnibe  tbe  courfe  of  die  wind,  is  a  fuiicieat  proof  of  their  ne^j- 
geoce  and  weakneb :  mthas  awchjuftioe  is  itcbargcd'upoa  thent, 
tint  tbe  operations  of  die  populace,  whidi  they  did  not  ndfe,  and 
to  vhicb  perhaps  Ibe  coB^utft  of  a  kingdom  had  not  been  equal, 
Cukdof  being  gratified. 

I  am  very  br  frun  hopbg  or  defirlng  that  the  Hovle  Atould  be 
tuoAei  with  «  defence  like  thk  t  I  knnv,  by  obferving  the  prai^ce 
flf  Ae  Bpponrats  ef  die  uituftry,  uritat  feUacy  may  be  concealed  in 
general  afieriMn,  and  am  fb  fiu-  from  wUu'ng  to  evade  a  more  ekaA 
caqury,  that  if  the  Gendemaa  who  has  thus  publicly  end  confidently 
aecaftd  Ae  miniftry,  will  sane  a  day  lor  enminin;  the  ftate  of  the 
uiiaii,  I  wU  feeond  Us  raotioa. 

[The  Addicfi  was  at  lengdi  agreed  to,  without  a  diviCon.] 

Mr.  PoLTtNXT  then  moved.  That  the  ftate  of  the  nation  flioutd 
(lecoi&leRd  fix  weeks  hence  ^  Sir  Robert  Walpole  feconded  die 
BHtioD,  and  it  wat  unanimoully  i^reed.  That  this  Houfe  will,  on 
dieaift  ef  jKxtmotith,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whtde 
Hnde,  to  confidcr  of  die  ftate  of  the  natioa.  But  «^en  that  day 
caioe,  Sir  Robert  Walpdcbsving  been  aUe  to  defeat  a  motion  vriiich 
«at  to  refer  lame  papeia  to  a  Acrat  committee,  die  confideration  of 
Ac  ftate  of  Ae  nation  was  put  off  for  a  fertnighi  j  but  on  the  eve 
•f  dntday,  both  Itoafe»  M^ounwd  for  fourteen  days,  during  which 
Sir  Robert  Wa^xd*  la^aed  Us  em{doyments  of  Firil  Lord  of  the- 
Treafury,  and  Chancellor  and  Under  Tie^rer  of  his  Majefty's  £x- 
thdiKri  andilM«fCtled  aiKv,bytbetitlcof  Lord  Walpole,  and 

^aroiibfd. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


March  g,  174.1-2. 

On  a Mstitn  far  titquirtng  into  the  Conduif'tf  Affairt  at  home  and 
abnadi  during  tie  hji  twenty  Tears, 

Lord  LiMBRiCK  roTe,  and  fpoke  in.tfae  following  manner : — Si(, 
As  I  am' about  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  a  motion  of  che  htgheft  impor- 
tance to  the  honour  atid  happinefs  of  our  country,  to  the  prefervation 
of  our  privileges,  and  the  coiitinuajicc  of  our  conftitution,  1  make 
no  doubt  of  a  candid  attention  from  this  Ant:mbly,  and  hope  for  fuch 
a  determination  as  fball  be  the  refult  not  of  external  initucnce,  but 
of  real  convii£lion. 

'  I  cannot  but  congratulate  my(Uf  and  all  lovers  of  their  country, 
that  wc  are  arrived  at  a  time,  in  which  fuch  hopes  may  be  rationally 
indulged,  that  we  fliall  foon  fee  the  triumph  of  liberty,  and  the  reno- 
vation of  fenatorial  freedom.  ]t  is  not  without  the  highell  facisfac- 
tion,  that  I  iind  my  life  protracted  ,t9  that  happy  day,  in  which  the 
yoke  of  dependefice  has  been  fluken  off,  and  thefliacklcsofoppreffion 
have  been  broken ;  in  which  truth  and  jitUice  have  once  more  rai^ 
up  their  beads,  and  obtained  that  regard,  which  had  fo  long  been 
paid  to  fplendid  wickcdnefs  .and  fucpefsful  rapine. 

The  time  is  now  paft,  in  fvHich  it  wa(  meritorious  to  harden  the 
heart  againft  pity,  and  th;  forehead  againftfliame^  to  plunder  the 
people  by  needlefs  taxes,  and  infult  them  by  difplaying  their  fpoils 
before  th^ir  pye$,  in  luxurious  ript,  and.boundlel^  magnificence] 
when  the  certain  method  of  obtaining  what  the  greateft  part,  even 
«f  good  men,  cajinot  but  fometimei  wi(h  to  acquire,  intereft,  afflu- 
ence, and  honour,  was  an  jmcdicit  refignation  to  autltoHty,  a  defers 
tion  of  all  principles,  defiance  Qf  all  ccnfurei  and  an  open  declararion 
?gainft  any  other  iRotives  of  aaion,  tfjap-jhe  (ble  pleafure.of  an  arbi- 
trary minilVcr. 

It  is  now.  Sir,  no  Ipnger  co^i^fri^.as  an  irthnce  fif-  dififfitaion 
,   to  the  government,  to  reprefent  the  miferics  and  def  lace  tlu  ftpiniw* 

»         .     .  .     ■  ;  Cookie    ♦( 
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of  the  people ;  to  propofe  -their  intereft  as  die  great  balls  of  gorern- 
mcnt,  the  general  end  of  fociety,  and  the  parent  of  law.  It  is  now 
DO  longer  criminal  to  affirm,  that  they  have  a  right  to  complain  wbea 
diey  are  in  their,  own  opinion  injured,  and  to  be  heard  when  they 
complain.  It  may  now  be  with  fafcty  alTertcd,  that  thofe  who  fwdl 
with  tbe  pride  of  office,  and  glitter  with. the  magnificence  of  a  court, 
botrever  they  may  difphy  their  affluence,  or  boaft  their  titles,  with 
whatever  contempt  they  may  have  learned  of  late  to-loolc  upon  their 
feUoir-fubjeib,  who  have  no  polTcffions  but  what  they  have  obtained 
bjlbeirindullry,  nor  any  honours  but  what  are  voluntarily  paid  to 
tiicir  nnderlbnding  and  their  virtue ;  with  whatn'er  authority  thejr 
may  dictate  to  their  dependents,  or  whatever  reverence  they  nrny  ' 
oad  from  a  long  fubordination  of  hirelings,  are,  amidft  all  their 
fwop  and  influence,  only  the  fetvants  of  the  people,  .entrusted  by 
dieni  with  the  adminiltration  of  their  a&irs,  and  accountable  to  them 
iw die abuieof  truft. 

That  trulls  of  the  higheft  importance  have  been  long  abufed,  that 
the  fervants  of  the  people,  having  long  thought  themfelves  out  of  tbb 
teach  of  jultice,  and  above  examination,  have  very  ill  dilcharged  the 
oficet  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  that  the  public  advantage  . 
hu  been  wholly  difregarded,  that  treaties  have  been  concluded  witli- 
wt  any  regard  to  the  intereft  of  Britain,  and  that  our  foreign  and 
dmcftic  a&irs  have  been  managed  with  equal  ignorance,  negligence, 
vwtckedners;  the  prefent  ftate.  of  Europe,  and  the  calamities  of 
titiicountry,  wilt  fufficiently  inform  us. 

If  we  furvey  the  condition  of  foreign  nations,  we  Iball  find,  that 
tlK  power  and  dominions  of  the  lamily  of  Bourbon,  a  fainily  which 
Iw  never  had  any  other  defigns  than  tha  extirpation  of  true  religion, 
^  die  univer&l  llavery  of  mankind,  have  been  daily  increafod. 
We  jhall  find  that  they  have  incrcafed  by  the  declenfion  of  the 
^oufc  of  Auftiia,  wliich  treaties  and  our  intereft  engage  us  to 
frppoit. 

9ut  had  their  acqiufttions  been  made  only  by  the  force  of  arms, 
lud  dtey  grown  ftronger  only  by  victories,  and  more  wealthy  only  by 
plunder,  our  mioiAers  might  with  fome  appearance  of  reafon  have 
wiputpl  dieic  (u«cefs  to  accident,  and  informed  us,  that  we  guned 
>>  die  mean  time  afuficient  counterbalance  to  thofc  advantages,  by 
>a  uninterrupted  copuoerce,  and  by.  tl^  felicity  of  .peace }  peace 
which  is  cw>  .iWtioB.  has  been  fouad  to  produce  affiuencct  and  of 

"whicli 
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jfffaidi  ^  m'feft  tnen  tunc  diauglit»  tfast  it  <ncd(f  fbocdj  fai  sm 
.   deariy  {nirdwftd. 

But  peace  has  in  tbis  tBtknit  by  tite  /wooderfnl  triifion  of  cmr 
«iiaiftDn,  beta  the  pgrant  of  poverty  sad  mifary  1  1M  ban  bera  t» 
■hr  Seam  findiiigoarct»iMMrce  uocnded  byit^  thatwe  hawa^^ed 
it  only  hf  a  conteoiptiWe  patknct  «f  ti»  iqeft  «pen  defnedaliofn, 
liy  « long  connivasee  Rt  pincy,  and  by  a  JtBitioued  fiibtntffim  to 
iofiiltia  iriiidi  BO  other  natiop  WMdd  h»el}ome. 

Wc  bane  been  fe  fiir  from  tebg  s^  p^  of  oitr  taxei  remtUEd, 
^at  we  have  bwa  hided  viiknare  rigoroin  czaSions  to  Aqipgvt  Ae 
wpcacei  cf  peaot,  thn  vcre  Jnuid  peceSary  to  ddray  -Att  dias;gas 
<f«««ragMflftdMfe,whofe^;Milencc  and  power  bad  incited  them  to 
■l^re  to  tbc  domimon  of  die  ikorld. 

H«w  theft  .taaei  hxm  been  employed,  and  why  our  trade  hat  bocB 
<iiegt«Atd|  iriiy  our  illiet  have  bcoi  betniyvd,  aad  why  die  ancieiit 
enemies  of  our  country  have  been  fui&red  to  grow  powerful  by  oar 
-coniuvanoit^  it  is  now  time  to  examine  j  and  therefore  I  move. 
That  a  comiDinte  beiq^ninted  to  enquire  into  the  condudof^bin 
at  boow  and  idiroad  duriflg  the  laft  twen^  yean. 

Sir  JohhSt.  AuHtf  then  fpoke  ai  fetlowt  :-^tr,  I  hfe  up  to 
•fccond  tfai*  motion  t  and,  as  (he  noble  Lord  hai  opened  it  in  fo  ft^ 
-and  proper  a  manner,  and  as  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  other  Oentieaaen 
are  laAy  to  fupport  it,  more  pradifed  in  fpeaking,  of  greater  sfbiUtia 
•and  aodiopty  Aan  myfel^  I  am  the  left  anxioas  aboat  die  injury  rt 
may  teveive  from  the  part  I  -bear  in  it.  I  think  the  propofititKi  iaSt 
«vij)cnt,  that  it  wants  no  enforcement}  it  comet  to  you  from  the 
voioe  of  dw  nation,  whicb,  thank  God,  hat  at  taft  found  admitbffioe 
within  thefe  walls. 

'  Innocence  is  of  fe  dcKcate  a  niture,  that  it  cannot  beat  fii^tcioil, 
'  and  -therefore  will  defire  enquiry ;  bcciufe  it  will  always  be  joAified  • 
by  it.  Guikjfrem  its  own  confciouTneft,  will  uTefubteriuges,  and  fly 
to  concealment ;  and  the  more  righteous  and  authoritativB  the  eir- 
quiry,  the  more  it  will  be  avoided  j  becanle  the  greater  wiU  be  the 
dread  of  puni&ment. 

In  private  life,  I  am  contented  mdi  men's  virtues  only,  witfioac 
leeking  for  of^rtuntties  ttf  blame.    In  a  publie  charaAar,  wbtn 
natioBd  grievances  cry  aloud  for  enquiry  and  juftice,  it  is  ow  daqr  ! 
to  pur&ie  all  the  fbotftept  of  gidft ;  and  the  lead,  the  patbetie  •ppeal  - 
of  my  coiiftitaents,  is  more  fonSbYj  peifaafifc  Aaa  -any  moiiw  «f  \ 


fnue  Mdanvft.  TUs  spfval  U  not  tlw  danoar  if  bl^im,  .art- 
Uf  »M  to  diftiub  the  opention  of  goxcrnmsiit,  vMuK  S»r  s 
mhSc,  wad  baa.  to  ic  afpatei.  It  is.  die  coni^at  erf"  long  ui 
jatiantabioff,  k  con^st  not  to  fae  MMced ;  ud  .whidi  attea- 
deuwa  to  fijppids  it,  vdhU  o^  nake  man  iiapcctuiate  mA 
dHMnws.  ItistheMqBina[^>«ftlpftlxfrtiafep«a|dc»  j[>fd>euiiiic4 
boij  of  «ff  coofliniriiu,  is  thititiac  of  national  calaaut)^  eafncflJf 
bcfaduBg  you,  in  %  legal  pultanenury  way,  to  redraft  tkeir  griev. 
MCtf,  u  revive  your  ancieat  right  of  enquiry,  to  expion  the  moft 
ROMtB  and  faiddea  finincea  of  uiqnily,  to  dete&  abe  Md  MKhors 
ufAdrdiAnft,  that  tbey  may  be  made  nounplea  of  natioaal  juftioc 

It  it  t«  you  tliey  apfieal,  the  iriw,  Ae  genuine  Kprs&ntative  af 
flKptofle.  Not  lite  fotmer  parliaments,  aa  intoument  of  fate,  dw 
pqpei^  of  a  miwiftrr,  fmrdtafed  by  the  oufionama  of  Damson, 
ibo  have  been  di^eiied  thna^  tbe  kiagdooa,  and  itraifiied  widi 
Ae  pdilic  taoDcy  to  iovade  all  oatural  imcreft,  bf  fioiiiMwiig  the 
Moab«f  tbejwc^ile.  Upon  thii  ntteafouadatioa  hat  been  eraAei 
■  toacriiig  ^ric  of  ADrmplioo :  a  noft  dangeroaa  coidpiracy  bat 
btn  carried  on  againft  the  vary  iBeiica  of  our  conftkiitian,  a  forwu- 
Ule  ^fien  «f  nJoiOsrial  power  bat  been  fomed,  falladoufly 
Aauog,  uadar  conffitHtiooal  i^ipeanBcei,  dw  lume  of  l^id  go-  . 


ktfait  ^AoB  vt.  bam  ftea  dw  ieveraloCoe*  of  admuuftradon, 
Mudy  leioiTiiig  themlclra  tuider  the  direaian  aad  contnol  of  one 
*u;  aMb&itfclwme  wm  puiiiiad,  dte  aatiao  faai  faeea  in^ori. 
Mlly  patioK  of  fordga  indignities  ;  our  trade  has  been  anoft  fbane- 
UyoEj^aQBd,  or  baftly  betrayed ;  a  war  and)  an  impamit  enemy, 
wft  a^y  provided  fiir,  wiAiooc&fiiUy  carried  oo  j  tbe  -6tidi  «if 
iMatict  broke }  our  natuiad  tUiei  defeixcd,  and  wetkem^  evea  by . 
Am  power,  which  wa  now  dread  for  wwitaf  their  affiftance. 

It  is  not  the  bare  roDOTtl  from  ofice  that  wHl  fiuisfy  the  natioft. 
*%GidIy  if  fttcb  raaaonl  it  dignified  widi  the  higheft  aoarki  of  royal 
fcraor.  Tbie  only  givn  mankind  a  leafootUe  fiair,  diat  faitMa- 
}cfty  baa  tadter  condescended  to  die  importunitiet,  than  adopted  the 
qpioioo  of  hit  paople.  It  it  indeed  a  moft  gracious  condefcenfion,  i 
*«yU^  iaftance  of  hit  Maje%*BJuft  intcndons  to  remove  any  of 
KtfemidBupoa  nadonal  Oifpicion;  but  it  will  give  bit  Majc&y  a  moft 
■fcigmUi.  opinion  of  hit  people,  if  he  is  not  &tiafied  that  tU>  Gif- 
^^taim  yA.    It  it  the  unfortumte  fituation  of  arbitrary  Kingt, 

diu 
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tiiat  dwy  know  the  fcntimentS'  of  their  people  only  from  wbifpcrcK  in 
dirir  clofct.  Our  monarchy  has  fccurer  eilablifhments.  Ow 
Sovereign  is  always  furc  of  itnowing  the  true  fenfe  of  his  pet^Ie,  bc- 
caufc  ht  may  fee  it  through  the  proper,  the  confiitutional  medium  : 
but  then  this  medium  mull  be  pure,  it  muft  tranfmit  every  objcd  ia 
its  real  form  and  its  natural  colours.  This  is  all  that  is  now  con- 
tended for.  You  are  called  to  the  cxercifc  of  your  juft  right  of  en- 
quiry, that  his  Majcfty  may  fee  what  reafon  there  is  for  this  general 
inquietude. 

This  motion  is  of  a  general  nature,  whom  it  may  more  particularly 
affect:,  I  Ihall  not  determine.  But  there  is  a  great  perfon,  lately  at 
the  head  of  theadminiftration,  who  ftands  fbremoft,  the  principal 
objed  of  national  fufpicion.  He  furely  will  not  decline  this  enquiry, 
h  is  his  own  propofition,  he  has  frequently  in  the  lume  of  the  whole 
adminiftration  thrown  down  his  gauntlet  here,  has  delired  joat  en.  ' 
quiries>  and  has  refted  his  fate  on  your  juftice.  The  nation  acc^ts 
the  challenge,  they  join  ifllie  with  him,  they  are  now  deflrous  to 
bring  this  great  caufe  in  judgment  before  you. 

It  muft  be  imputed  to  the  long  intermiHion  of  this  right  of  enquiry, 
diat  the  people  have  now  this  caufe  of  complaint ;  had  the  admini- 
firation  of  this  great  perfon  been  fubmitted  to  the  conftitutional 
controuls,  had  his  condufl;  undergone  ftrift  and  frequent  enquincs* 
he  had  parts  and  abilities  to  have  done  great  honour  and  fervicc  to  ' 
this  country.  But  the  wilt,  uncontrouled,  for  ever  muft  and  will 
produce  fccifrity  and  wantonncfs ;  nor  can  moderation  and  defpotic 
power  fubfift  long  together. 

In  vain  do  we  admire  the  outlines  of  our  confHtution,  in  vain  do 
we  boaft  of  thole  wife  and  falutary  reftraints,  which  our  anceftors, 
at  the  expence  of  their  blood  and  treafure,  have  wifely  impofed  upon 
monarchy  itfelf,  if  it  is  to  be  a  conftitution  in  theory  only,  if  this 
•vaftve  do^rine  is  to  be  admitted,  that  a  fcllow-fubjed  of  our  own, 
perhaps  of  the  loweft  rank  among  us,  may  be  delegated  by  the 
Crown  to  excrcifethe  adminiftnation  of  government,  with  abfolute, 
oncontroulable  dominion  over  us ;  which  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  mini- 
fterial  condu£V  is  not  liable  to  parliamenUry  enquiries. 

If' I  did  not  thinlc  this  motion  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  proceed-* 
ings  of  the  Senate,  if  I  thought  it  was  meant  to  introduce  any  pro- 
eedurcwhich  was  not  ftriSly  confoiiant  tothe  laws  and  conftitutioa 
of  my  countrj-,  I  ^o  moft  folcmnly  proteft  1  wquH  be  iig«inft  it. 

But 
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fitit  aS'Ia(^>Kliend  it  to  arifc  from  the  mture  and  fptrit  of  our 
j  conftitution,  >s  it  will  defend  the  innocent^  and  can  be  (tetrimental 
I  lolj  to  the  guilty,  I  do  mod  bcaitily  fecond  the  motioiu 
I  The  Hon.  f|BHRV  Pxlham  oppofed  ^  moticui  to  the  fdlowing 
'  tJkH : — Sir,  If  it  was  not  daily  tq  be  obiervedi  how  mticb.the  minds 
(S  the  wlfell  and  moll  moderate  men  are  elated  with  fucscTi,  and 
how  often  thoie,  who  have, been  able  to  fuimount  ttw-.-ftfongeft 
obHacles  with  unwearied  diligence,  and  to  prelcrve  their  fortitude 
uaQuken  amidll  hourly  dirappolntments,  have  been  betrayed  by  Qs^t 
advantages  into  indecent  exulutions,  utireafonable  confidence,  and 
duraencal  hopes ;  had  I  not  long  retnarkcd  ttie .  infatuation  ai  prof- 
perity,  and  the  pride  of  triumph,  I  ibould  not  have  heard  the  motion 
«luch  has  hecn  now  made  without  aflonifhment. 
.  It  has  been  long  the  bufmcfs  or  the  amufcment  of  the  Gentlemen, 
who,  having  for  fome  time  conferred  uppn  thentfclycs  the  venerabla 
titks  of  patriots,  advocates  for  the  people,  and  defenders  of  the  con- 
ftitation,  have  at  length  perfu^ded  part  of  the  na|ion  to  digflify  them 
with  the  fame  ai^llation,  to  dilplay  in  the  mofi  pathetic  language, 
and  aggnvate  with  the  moft  hyperbolical  exaggerations,  the.  wanton- 
neis  with  which  the  late  miniftry  excrcilcd  their  power,  the  exorbi- 
UKe  of  their  demands*  and  the  violence  of  their  measures.  They 
have  indulged  their  imaginations,  which  have  always  becufu£ciently 
fruitful  in  Gitire  and  inve&ive,  by  reprelenting  them  as  men  ip  whom 
lU  regard  to  decency  or  reputation  was  extinguifhed,  men.  who  no 
loogcr  fubmuted  to  wear  the  mafk  of  hypocrify,  or  thought  the  efteen- 
of  mankind  worth  their  care^  who  had  cealcd  to  profefs  any  regard 
to  the  welfare  of  thetr  country,  or  any  defire  of  advancing  the  public 
ba^nefs ;  and  who  no  longer  defired  any  other  cfieitls  of  their 
power*  than  the  fecutity  of  themfclves  and  the  conqucft  of  their 
opponents. 

Such,  Sir,  has  been  the  character  of  the  miniAry,  which,  by  ths 
iDcefiant  endeavours  of  tbefe  difinterefled  patriots,  has  been  carried 
to  the  rcmoteft  corners  of  the  empire,  and  difTeminatcd  through  aU 
die  degree*  of  the  people.  Every  man,  whom  they  could  cnlill 
among  dieir  pupils,  whom  they  could  perfuade  to  fee  with  their  eyes, 
pdMi  than  his  own,  and  who  was  not  fo  ftubborn.as  to  require 
Hoofs  of  their  aflertions,  and  rcafons  of  their  condu£t ;  every  man 
who,  having  no  fentiments  of  his  own,  hoped  to  become  important 
^7  echoing  ihofi;  of  his  inAruftws*  was  taught  to  think  and  to  fay* 

U.,r,l,z<,d.vG00gIf 


tliM  tfae  coitrr  «a9  AIM  uMi^  open"  tiorrtt^tion ;  Art  die  gieite^ 
ahA  tte  wflcft'  i«en  of  the  iBagtlotA  kt  ttumfelves  poBlicly  to  Ikle, 
2nd  held  an  o(Wn  traffla  for  tmu  ani  fitbts  ;  that  whoever  engtgeif 
itt  the  pittf  at  tbm  aiinifier,  deduod  inta&it  read^  to  fiippoit  hit 
«auA  againft'triitbt  and  reafiMi}  and  conn^on,  and  «ru  no  limger' 
lUidfertlM  reftralm  of  §izint  at  Ttrtne. 

Ttwfe  aSlAiofn,  faafdyai  thejr  were,  Acj  endeavoured  to  Rippoit 
bf  htflMKH  of  nwafiiMt,  wbicfa  Aef  described  as  having^jio  otfaer 
tendency,-  dun  fo  advance  tbs  court  to  abfblute  authority,  to  enSave' 
tht)  natioDj  it  to  betray  it :  and  more  happily  would  dicy  hare  props. 
Catrd  tbefr  fyfleui,  and'  much  Iboner  would  they  have  obtaned  k 
gttncral-  declaration  of  the  people  in  dieir  favour,  bad  dwy  been  able 
to  have  produced  a  motion  lik«  this. 

Sttoold-theiniu^nceof  Aeleraen  increalt,  fhould  they  grow  fecore 
hi  dM  poffeSon  of  their  power,  by  any  new  methods  of  dcluditljf  thcT 
peopk,  what  wondcfAil  eXpe£estl,  wbat  unheard-of  mctbods  of* 
goveiMiptnt  may  not  be  expefted  from  them  J  WhU  degree*  of  vio- 
knoe  may  dfey  not  be  fitppofed  to  pradifk,  who  have  iuS&S  Avar 
BttWaMhority-  by  a  modon-whieh  was  never  projeSed  fin£e  die  firf^ 
niifienee  of  our  gov«rnment,  or  offered  by  the  ffloft  arbitrary  mihl- 
fl«r  in  till  dw  confidfiRce  of  an  eft^Kfled  m^ority. 

It  may  pertiaps  be  imagined  by  maiqr  of  diofe  wfao  are  onacqumnted' 
with  fenatoriid  afiairs^  at  many  of  the  Members  of  this  Houft  may 
Vtthout  any  reproach  be  fbf^xifed  to  be,  that  X  hive  made  u(^  of 
diofeartt  againft  die  patriots- wMch  they  have  fo  long  pradSfcd  aganlt 
die  eoBR )  that  I  have  exaggerated  the  enormity  of  die  mo^on  by 
unjttA  comparifiHU,  or  riieterical  flights ;  and  that'theri  will  be  nei- 
duT  danger  nor  inconveAience  in  complying  with  it  to  ahy  but  thefif 
wbo'have  betrayed  their  Ihift, or  negle<^d  their  duty. 

1  doubt  not,  but  many  of  diofe  with  whom  this  motion  bas  beea 
concerted,  have  approved  it'  without  feeing  all  its  conreqQericts ;  aini 
have  been  betlnyed  into  that  approbation  by  a  laudable  zeal  (or  thdr' 
cbuntry,  and  an  honeft  indignation  agatnft  corruption  and  treachery, 
by  a  virtuous  defire  of  dete^ng  wickedneti,  and  of  fecurii^  our 
conftitution  from  any  future  dangers  or  attacks. 

For  theCUtethefefore  oTthefe  Gentlemen,  whom  I  cannot  buf 
fUppofe  wiBing  to  follow  the  di^tes  of  their  own  conTci^nccs,  and! 
n>  ad  upon  juft  motives,  I  Ihall  endeavour  tolay  open  the  nature  oi 
^s  extraordinary  motion>  and  doubt  not  but  that  frtKn'dieyfind  i^ 
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uHwRI-un^ueftionabtf  a{^war,  unveafonaU«  in  itfidf,  and  duign'ous 
»  poAcritj,  they  will  change  tbeir  opuun  for  ^  fkme  icaiooi  at- 
thif  embraud  it,  and  pnkt*  tbe  l»ppind*  of  dtea  cqi^arf  to  tilt 
[isipattj^of  their  party. 

AgBOft  an  eoqaiiy  into  the  condu&of  all  foreign  tnd  domeftie 
iffiuitforfiUM^ysaispaJt,  it  i»  no  weak  argument  that  it  is  wit&out 
pwidint;  diat  nndier  the  xealof  patrioti&n,  nor  die  rag«  of  fiadion,.  • 
tttr  pRidafled  fiidi  »  npttion  is .  xnj  foiracr  age.  It  cannot  be 
doobtsd  by  tfaofe  who  have  read.  our.  hifloties,  that  fbnnerly  our 
wtoerj  W  prodoced  otc;i  equally  defiroiu  of  dete&ing  wickednofs, 
ud  iecuriflg  libeety,  wiUi  diofe  who  are  now  coDgratubting  their 
cmfljtucDtt  oa  the  fuccel*  □£  tlicii  labours ;  and  that  fo^ion  has 
MW  in  fonner  tjai»  W  a  beigiit,  at  which  it  may  leafboably  b» 
'  kfei  it  wiU  nercr  arrive   again,  'tis  too  evident  to  be  coatro- 

Wbt  thcB  can  vt  fappot^  was  the  reafbn,  that  neither  indigna-- 
'.  i»,  not  integrity,  nor  rcftntment,  ever  before  dire&ed.  a.  nxiiion  like 
^f  Was  it  not,  bccanfc  it  neither  will  fcrve  the  purpc^  of  ho- 
I  adtf,  nor  wickednb ;  diat  it  would  have  defeated  the  dcfigm  of 
,  poi,  and  betrayed  thofe  of  bad  men ;  that  it  would  have  giveti. 
'  paioCifin  an  appearance  of  &Sion,  rather  than  have  veftod  fitdton 
lilh  Hba  dilguife  of  patriotiiin. 

It  caoDot  be  fiippoicd,  that  the  &gacity  of  tbcfe  Geatfeamy 
hnRTcr  great,  haa  enabled  theni  to  dilcover  a  meUiod  of  prooeedtng. 
vhicb  cicaped  die  penetradon  of  oar  aocefton,  fo  long  oelebrafcJ^ 
^  the  ftrcogth  of  their  underftanding,  and  the  extent  of  their 
hofllcdgp.  For  it  is  evident,  that  «(iAoiit  any  aocommoa  cArt 
if  tbe  inteUeAual  facilities,  he  that  propolea  an  enquiry  for  a  year 
pft,  might  have  made  the  Jamc  {nripo&I  widi  regaid  to  a  longer  ' 
>>Be;  and  it  is  therefore  probable,  that  the  linitation  of  the  terra  ifr  - 
Ac  tfkSt  of  his  knowledge,  rather  dun  of  his  ignocMce. 

And  indeed  the  abfindity  of  an  untverfid  enqiury  for  tfvebty  ytKt' 
fd  it  Tudi,  that  no  man  wbofe.  ftation  has  givm  him  opportuiutiM> 
rf  being  acquainted  with  public  bufineft,  eoutd  have  pcofxrfed  h^ 
U  be  not  been  tnlT-led  by  tbe  vdwmencc  of  reliuitment,  or  biaAd- 
■?tlK  fecitt  operation  of  fome  motives  difietent  ftom  puUk  good^  ' 
britit  nole&  than  a  propoial  for  as  attempt  impoffiUe  to1i«eE*- 
M(diudof  wbidi  thcexcetiCion,  if  it  could  be  tSe&ei^  would  b» 
''tiuieotal  to  Ae  puUic 
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Were  our  nation,  Sir,  like  Ibme  of  the  inland  kingdoms  of  tbe 
continent,  or  tbe  barbarous  entfnre  of  Japan,  witbout  coratnerce, 
without  alltaaces, , without  luces,  and  without  competition  with 
other  nations ;  did  we  depend  only  on  the  produ^  of  our  own  (ml  to 
fspport  us,  and  the  ftrength  of  our  own  arms  to  defend  us,  widuxit 
any  interconrfe  with  dilhmt  empire,  or  any  folicitude  about  foreign 
z£iirs,  were  the  fame  meafures  uniformly  purfued,  the  government 
fupported  by  the  iame  revenues,  and  adminiftered  with  the  fame 
views,  it  might  not  be  impracticable  to  ejcamine  the*  conduct  of 
afiairs ;  both  foreign  and  domeflic,  for,  twenty  year*  j  becaufe  every 
year  would.alFord  only  a  tranfcript  of  the  accounts  of  the  laft. 

But  how  different  is  the  Aate  of  Britain,  a  nation  whofe  traffic  is 
extended  over  the  earth,  whofe  revenues  are  every  year  difR;rent,  01 
dijfercntly  applied,  which  is  daily  engaging  in  new  treaUes  of  al- 
liance, or  forming  new  regulations  of  trade  with  almoA  (very 
Ration,  however  dtftant,  which  has  undertaken  the  arduous  ajid  io- 
tricate  employments  of  fuperintending  the  intercfts  of  all  foreign 
empires,  and  maintaining  the  equipoife  of  the  French  powers,  V>^icb 
receives  ambairadors  from  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  and  extends 
its  regard  to  the  limits  of  the  worid. 

In  fuch  a  nation,  every  year  produces  negotiations  of  peace,  or 
preparations  for  war,  new  fchemcs  and  different  meafures,  by  which 
cxpences  are  (bmetimes  increafed,  and  fometimcs  retrenched.  In 
fuch  a  nation,  every  diing  is  in  a  Oate  of  perpetual  viciffitude  ;  be- 
caufe its- meafures  are  fcldom  the  effe<£ls  of  choice,  but  of  neceffitjr 
nlfing  from  the  change  of  condu£t  in  other  powers. 

Nor  is  the  multiplicity  and  intricacy  of  our  domeflic  affairs  le& 
remaikable  or  particular.  It  is  too  well  known  that  our  debts  art 
great,  and  our  taxes  numerousj  that  our  funds,  appropriated  to  par- 
ticular purpofcs,  are  at  Ibme  times  deficient,  and  at  others  redun- 
dant ;  and  that  therefore  the  money  arifmg  from  the  fame  impolts,  if 
dif^emly  applied  in  different  yexri.  7'o  al^rt  that  this  fiuiStnation 
^oduces  intricacy,  may  be  imagined  a  cenfure  of  thofe  to  wh^j 
care  our  accounts  are  committed ;  but  furely  it  mull  be  owned,  thati 
'  «ur  accounts  are  made  neccflatily  tefe  uniform  and  regular,  aiid  fuckj 
«E  inuft  require  a  longer  time  for  a  complete  examination.  j 

Whoever  Ihall  fet  his  foot  in  our  offices,  and  obferve  tbe  nombcl) 
of  papers  with  which  the  tranfafiions  of  the  laft  twenty  years  ham 
£llcd  them,  will  not  need  any  arguments  ag^ioft  this  motion.    Wbea 
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he  fees  the  number  of  wrirings  which  fuch  an  enquiry  will  make 
neceflary  to  be  perured,  compared,  and  extra£tcd,  the  accsunts 
which  muft  be  examined  and  oppofed  to  others,  the  intelligence  from 
foreign  courts  which  muft  be  confidered,  and  the  eflimatcs  of  do- 
meftic  expenccs  which  muft  be  difcufled  ;  he  will  own,  that  whoever 
is  doomed  to  the  tafk  of  this  enquiry,  would  be  happy  in  exchanging 
bis  condition  with  that  of  the  miners  of  America,  and  riiat  the  moft 
Fc&lute  ioduftry,  however  excited  by  ambition,  or  animated  by 
patriodTm,  muft  link  under  the  weight  of  cndkfs  labour. 
'  if  it  be  confidered  how  many  are  employed  in  the  public  offices, 
it  muA  be  confelled  either  that  the  national  treafure  is  fquandercd  In 
Uatia  upon  men  who  have  no  employment,  or  that  twenty  years 
may  be  inUbnably  fuppofed  to  produce  more  papers  than  a  commit- 
tee can  examine;  and,  indeed,  if  the  committee  of  enquiry  be  not 
more  numerous  than  has  ever  been  appointed,  it  may  he  afterted, 
w'tbout  exaggeration,  that  the  enquiry  into  our  affairs  for  twenty 
years  paft,  will  not  be  accurately  performed  in  Icfs  than  twenty  years 
to  come ;  in  which  time  thofe  whole  conduct  is  now  fuppofed  to 
bave  given  the  chief  occafion  to  this  motion,  may  be  expcded  to 
be  removed  for  ever  from  the  malice  of  calumny,  and  the  rage  of 
perfecution. 

But  if  it  fiiould  be  imagined  by  thofe  who,  having  never  been 
engaged  in  puUic  aftairs,  cannot  properly  judge  of  their  intricacy 
wtd  extent,  that  fuch  an  enquiry  is  in  reality  fo  far  from  being  im- 
poffible,  that  it  is  only  the  wort  of  a  few  months,  and  that  the 
labour  of  it  will  be  amply  recompenfed  by  the  difcoveries  which  it 
win  produce,  let  them  but  fo  long  fufpcnd  the  gratification  of  their 
nrioTity,  as  to  confidsr  the  nature  of  that  demand  by  which  they 
are  at^out  to  fatisfy  it.  A  demand  by  which  nothing  lefs  is  required 
Son  that  all  the  fecrets  of  our  government  fliould  be  made 
public. 

It  is  known  in  general  to  every  man,  whofe  employment  or  amufe- ' 
ment  it  has  been  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  French  kingdoms,  that 
the  lafl  twenty  years  have  been  a  time  not  of  war,  but  of  negotia- 
tions ;  a  period  crowned  with  projects,  and  machinations  often  more 
^gerous  than  violence  and  invafions ;  and  that  thefc  proje£te  have 
becu  countera^d-  by  oppoJite  fchemes,  that  treaties  have  been  de- 
feated by.  treaties,  and  one  alliance  overbalanced  by  another. 
Vol.  II,  H  Such' 
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Such  a  train  of  traola^ons,  in  which  ^ia»ft  every  court  of  France 
has  been  engaged,  muft  have  giren  occaTioii  to  nuny  prtvxie  cof^* 
^reitces,  and  lecret  negotrations ;  muny  defigot  imiA  htvc  hccit  dif-* 
covered  by  iofbrmeis  who  gave  their  ititelitgiEnce  at  the  haxard  «f 
their  livesy  and  been  defeated  fometimes  by  fecret  ftifHilatioDS,  and 
JbmctinKS  hy  a  judictoiis  diftrib'utien  of  mraey  to  tbofe  wbe  pre- 
fided  in  lenatei  or  councils. 

Every  man  muft  immediately  be  convinced,  that  by  the  enquiry 
sow  propofed,  all  thcfe  fecrcts  will  be  brought  to  light ;  that  one 
'pTiav*  will  be  informed  of  the  tieachery  of  hit  fervants,  and  anotbei 
if  bis  own  cowardice  or  venality  cxpoled  to  the  world.  It  it  plain, 
that  the  channels  of  intelligeoce  will  be  for  ever  itopped,  and  tiat 
no  prince  will  enter  into  private  tieatiet  mdi  a  mooarcb  who  i* 
denied  by  the  cotillitution  of  his  empire,  the  privilege  of  concealing 
his  own.  mcafarei.  It  is  evident,  that  our  enemies  may  herexfn 
plot  our  ruin  in  full  fecurity,  aitd  that  our  allies  wiU  no  lot^r  treat 
us  with  confidence. 

Since  thcrefbre  the  enquiry  now  demanded  is  ui^}a£b]e,  the  mo- 
tion ought  to  be  T^e&ed  ^  as  it  can  have  no  other  tendency  than  to 
expofe  the  (cnate  and  the  nation  to  ridicule ;  and  fincc  if  it  could  be 
performed,  it  would  produce  confequcnccs  fatal  to  our  govenunsnt^ 
as  it  wou'd  expofe  our  molt  fecret  meaTuiiet  to  o«r  enemies,  and 
weaken  the  con&lence  oF  our  allies.  I  hope  every  man  who  regartb 
either  his  own  reputation,  or  .that  of  the  lenate,  or  pr<^fibs  any  fo- 
licitudc  for  the  public  good,  will  oppofe  ^  motion. 

Lord  QuAR&HOON  fpoke  to  this  eSeCt: — Sir,  I  am  always  iih 
cliiKd  to  fu^A  a  man  who  endeavours  rather  to  terrify  than  per- 
fuadc.  Exaggerations  and  hyperboles  are  li^dom  made,  ale  of  b^ 
him  who  has  any  real  arguments  to  produce.  The  reafonabteneTs  mi 
this  motion,  (of  which  I  was  convinced  «^en  I  firft 'heard  it,  and 
of  which,  I  believe,  no  tnan  can  doubt  who  is  not  afraid  of  the 
enquiry  propoTed  by  it,)  is  now  in  my  opinion  evinced  by  the  weak 
oppoHtion  which  has  been  made  by  the  Honour^c  Geiuleman,  to 
whofc  abilities  I  cannot  deny  (his  atteffation,  that  the  cairfc  which  te 
cannot  defend,  has  very  little  to  hope  from  any  other  advocate. 

And  furcly  he  cannot,  even  by  tbofe  who,  whenover  he  4>^ak*, 
lUnd  prepared  to  applaud  him,  be  thought  to  hSvo  produced  any 
formidaUe  argument  agatnft  the  enquiry,  who  has  advanced  little ' 
more  than  thtt  it  is-impoffible  to  be  performed. 

ImpoffihSit/ 
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Ippoffibili^  U  aibnntdable  roood  to  ignonnce  and  cowardice  j 
but  experience  has  often  difcoveretl^  diat.it  is  only  a  Ibund  uttered  by 
thofc  ivho  have  nothing  elfe  to  (ay  j  and  courage  readily  furmounts 
tbde  oMlacIes  that  link  the  lazy  and  timorous  into  derpair. 

That  there  are  indeed  impoffibilities  in  nature,  cannot  be  denied. 
There  may  be  Icheinet  formed  which  no  wile  man  will  attempt  to 
execute,  becaufe  he  will  know  that  they  cannot  fuccecd ;  but  furely 
the  ezamioation  of  arithmetical  dedu^ons,  or  the  conlideration  of 
treatiet  and  conftrcnces,  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  number  of 
impoffible  defigns ;  unlcfs,  as  it  may  fomedmes  happen*  the  treatiei 
foi  calculations  are  unintelligible. 

Tbc  only  difficulty  that  can  arife,  muH  be  produced  by  the  con- 
fofion  and  perplexity  of  our  public  tranla^ons,  the  incoitfillency  of 
pur  treaties,  and  the  ^laciou&icfs  of  our  cftimates ;  but  I  hope  no 
pan  will  urge  thcTe  as  arguments  againft  the  motion.  An  enquiry 
9«ght  to  be  promoted,  that  confufion  may  be  reduced  to  order,  and 
that  the  diftribution  of  the  public  money  may  be  regulated.  If  the 
fxaovnation  be  difficult,  it  ou^t  to  be  fpeedily  performed,  becaufe 
ibofe  difficulties  ate  daily  increafli^}  if  it  be  impoflible,  it  ought  to 
te  attempted,  that  thoTe  methods  of  forming  calculations  may  be 
fJianged,  which  nuke  diem  impoffihle  to  be  examined. 

Mr.  FowKSS  replied  in  the  manner  following: — Sir,  to  treat 
mdt  contempt  thofe  arguromts  which  cannot  readily  be  anfwcred,  is  ' 
the  coinino»  pradice  of  dilputanu ;  but  as  it  is  contrary  to  that 
candour  and  ingenuity  which  is  infeparable  from  zeal  for  julHce  and 
imp  f^  truth,  it  always  raifes  a  fufplcion  of  private  views,  and  of 
dcfigDs,  which  however  they  may  be  concealed  by  fpecious  appear- 
ances, and  vehement  prc^effions  of  integrity  and  fincerity,  tend  in 
reality  to  the  promotion  of  fome  fecret  intcrclV,  or  the  gratification 
of  Ibme  darling  paffion.  It  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  he,  who 
ia  tiu  examination  of  public  quellions,  calls  in  the  aflillance  of  ar- 
tifice arid  fi^ftiy,  is  a&uated  rather  by  the  rage  of  perfecution, 
dian  the  ardour  of  patriotifm ;  that  he  is  purfuing  an  enemy,  rather 
^deteding  acriminal;  and  that  he  declaims  againft'the  abufe  of 
power  in  another,  only  that  he  may  more  eafdy  obtain  it  himfelf. 

In  fenatorial  debates,  I  have  often  known  this  method  of  eafy 

confiitation  pradiTed,  fometimes  with  more  ruccefa,^and  fometimes 

*ith  k&.     I  have  often  known  ridicule  of  ufe,  when  reafon  has  been 

^aOtiy  and  fecn  thofe  iSe&  to  defpife  their  opponents,  who  have 
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pcffnable  to  produce  nothing  agalnll  them  but  artful  allufions  to  paft 
debates,  (atirical  infinuations  of  dependence,  or  hardy  aHbrtions  un- 
fupporied  by  proofs.  By  thefe  arts  I  have  knowo  the  young  and 
unexperienced  kept  in  fufpence  j  I  have  feen  the  cautious  and  diffi- 
dent taught  to  doubt  of  the  plaincll  truths;  and  the  bold  and  fan- 
guinc  perfuadcd  to  join  in  the  cry,  and  hunt  down  reafon  after  the 
example  of  their  leaders. 

But  a  bolder  attempt  to  difarm  argument  of  its  force,  and  to  per- 
plex the  underitanding,  has  not  often  been  made,  than  this  which  I 
am  now  endeavouring  to  oppofe.  A  motion  has  been  made  and 
feconded  for  an  enquiry,  to  which  it  is  ohjefled,  not  that  it  is  ille- 
gal, not  that  it  is  inconvenient,  not  that  it  is  unnecefTary,  but  that 
it  h  impoffihU,  Anohjeflion  more  formidable  cannot,  in  my  opi- 
nion, cafily  be  made  ;  nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  thofc  men  would 
think  any  other  worthy  of  an  attentive  examination,  who  can  pais 
over  this  as  below  their  regard ;  yet  even  this  has  produced  no  an- 
fwer,  but  contemptuous  raillery,  and  violent  exclamation. 

What  arguments  thefe  Gentlemen  require,  it  Is  not  cafy  to  con- 
jeflure ;  or  how  thofe  who  difapprove  their  meafures,  may  with  any 
■  hope  of  fucccfs  d^fpute  againft  them.  Thofe  impetuous  fpirits  that 
break  Co  cafily  through  the  bajs  of  impollibility,  will  fcarcely  iaSet 
their  career  to  be  flopped  by  any  other  rcftraint ;  and  it  may  be  rca- 
fonably  feared,  that  arguments  fiom  juftlce,  or  law.'or  policy,  will 
have  little  force  upon  ihcfe  daring  minds,  who  in  the  tranfports  of 
their  newly  acquired  viiSory,  trample  impoffibility  under  their  feet, 
and  imagine,  that  to  thofe  who  have  vanquifhcd  the  miniftry,  every 
thing  is  prai£licablc. 

That  this  enquiry  would  be  the  work  of  years ;  that  it  will  employ 
greater  numbers  than  were  ever  deputed  by  this  Houfe  on  fnch  an 
occafion  b-jforc  ;  tl-.;it  it  would  deprive  the  nation  of  the  councils  of 
the  wifelt  and  nioft  experienced  members  of  this  Houfe,  (for  fuch 
only  ought  to  be  cbulai,)  at  a  time  when  all  Europe  is' in  arms, 
when  our  allies  are  threatened  not  only  with  fubjeflion,  but  anniht- 
Lition;  when  the  French  are  reviving  their  ancient  fchemcs,  and 
picjcifting  the  conqucftof  the  continent;  and  that  it-will  therefore 
in  ritipt  our  attention  to  more  important  affairs,  and  difable  us 
f;(iin  refcuiiig  our  ci^'tcdcrates,  is  inconteftibly  evident ;  nor  can  the 
v.ifill  or  ihz  moll  experienced  determine  how  far  its  confcquences 
rn.-y  Lxtcinl,  cr  infoini  ws,  whether  it  may  not  cxpofc  our  commefce 
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to  be  deftroyed  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  HberEies  of  all  the  nations 
found  us  to  be  infringed  by  the  French  ;  whether  it  may  not  termi- 
Mte  In  the  lofs  of  our  independence,  and  the  deftruflion  of  our 
religion.  l 

Such  are  the  effects  which  may  be  expected  from  an  attempt  to 
DiiLe  the  enquiry  propofed  ;  effects,  to  A'hich  no  proportionate  ad- 
Tsntages  can  be  expected  from  it,  fince  it  has  been  ahcady  fliewn, 
riiat  it  can  never  be  compleaied ;  and  to  which,  though  the  indefa- 
tigable induftry  of  curiofuy  or  malice  ftiould  at  length  break  through 
all  obllacles,  and  lay  all  the  tranfai^tions  of  twenty  years  open  to  the 
world,  no  difcoveries  would  be  cquivalenf. 

That  any  real  difcoveries  of  mifcondud  would  be  made,  that  the 
intereff  of  our  country  would  be  found  ever  to  have  been  laeily 
n^lefled,  or  treacheroufly  betrayed,  that  any  of  our  rights  have 
been  eiiher  yielded  by  cowardice,  or  fold  by  avarice,  or  that  our 
enemies  have  gained  any  advantage  over  us  by  the  connivance  or 
ignorance  of  our  mlnilters,  i  am  indeed  very  far  from  believing;  _ 
but  as  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  convince  thofe  of  the  impropriety 
of  this  motion,  who  have  long  declared  themfclvcs  of  a  different 
i^oion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  a(]c,  what  advantage  they  propoJc 
by  drinking  errors  of  twenty  years,  which  are  now  irretrievable; 
of  enquiring  into  fraudulent  praiiices,  of  which  the  authors  and  the 
^nts  arc  now  probably  in  their  graves ;  and  expofmg  meafures,  of 
which  all  the  inconveniencies  have  been  already  felt,  and  which  have 
now  ceafed  to  affeiEt  us. 

If  it  be  wife  to  neglect  our  prefent  intereft  for  thefalcc  of  enquiring 
intp  paft  mifcarriages,  and  the  enquiry  now  propofed  be  in  itfelf  pof* 
libit,  I  havt  no  objedlions  to  the  prefent  motion ;  but  as  I  think  the 
conhifed  fiate  of  turopc  dcniarils  our  utmoft  attentio^i,  and  the 
prolecution  of  the  war  againft  Spain  is  in  itfelf  of  far  more  importance 
than  the  examination  of  all  paft  tranfaitions,  I  cannot  but  think, 
dutthe  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country  requires  that  I  fhould  de- 
clare myleir  unwilling  to  concur  in  any  propofal,  that  may  unnecef- 
&rily  divert  our  thoughts  or  diftract  our  counfels. 

Lord  Percival  then  rofc  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  :-i- 
Sir,  to  difcourage  good  defigns  by  reprefentations  of  the  dar\ger  of 
attempting,  and  the  difficulty  of  executing  them,  has  been  at  all  times 
ibepraflicc  of  thofe  whofc  intereft  has  been  threatened  by  them,  A 
p'latc  never  fella  to  intimidate  his  purfuers  by  exaggerating  llip  num- 
^3  bcr 
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ber  uitl  refolution  of  his  crew,  the  ftrengdi  of  his  vellels,  and  the 
.'  fccurity  of  his  retreats.,    A  cheat  difcourages  a  profecution  by  dwel- 
ling upoo  his  knowledge  of  all  the  arts  and  fubtcifuges  of  the  law; 
the  fleadineft  of  his  witnelTcs,  and  the  experience  of  his  agents. 

To  ralfc  falfc  terror*  by  ^tful  appearances  is  part  of  the  art  of  war, 
nor  can  the  general  be  denied  praifc,  who  by  an  artful  difpofition  of 
a  fmall  body,  difcourages  thofe  enemies  from  attacking  him  by  whom 
be  would  certainly  be  overcome ;  but  then  furely  the  appearance 
ought  to  be  fuch  as  may  reafonably  be  expected  to  deceive ;  fbra 
ilratagem  too  grofs  only  produces  contempt  and  confidence,  and 
.  adds  the  vexation  of  being  ridiculous  to  the  calamity  of  being 
dcieated. 

Wheiher  this  will  be  the  fate  of  the  advocates  for  the  miniftry  I  am 
not  able  to  determine;  but  furely  they  have  forgot  the  refolutioh 
with  which  their  enemies  bore  up  for  many  years  agalnll  their  fuperi- 
ority,  and  the  conduct  by  which  at  laft  they  defeated  the  united  in- 
fluence of  power  and  money ;  if  they  hope  to  difcourage  them  from 
an  attact,  by  reprefenting  the  bulk  and  ftrength  of  their  paper  fortifi- 
cations. They  have  loll  all  memory  of  the  excife  and  the  conven- 
tion, whocan  believe  their  eloquence  fuificiently  powerfulto  evince, 
that  the  enquiry  now  propofed  ought  to  be  numbered  among 
impolSbilitie^. 

Whoever,  Sir,  is  acquainted  with  their  methods  of  negociatiOn, 
will  indeed  eaHIy  believe  the  papers  fufHciently  numerous,  and  the 
tafkof  examining  them  fuch  as  no  man  ^ould  willingly  undertake  j 
for  it  does  not  appear  for  what  end  the  immenfe  fums  which  late 
Senates  have  granted,  were  expended,  except  for  the  payment  of - 
fecretaries,  and  minifters,  and  couriers.  But  whatever  care  has  beea 
employed  to  perplex  every  tranf^ftion  with  ufelefs  circumllancesj  anU 
to  croud  every  office  with  needlefs  papers,  it  will  be  long  before  tbey 
convince  us,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  examine  them.'  They  may  ' 
doubtlefs  be  in  time  pcrufed,  though  perhaps  they  can  never  bm 
underftood. 

The  utmoft  inconvenience.  Sir,  that  can  be  feared,  is  the  neceC^ 
fity  of  engaging  a  greater  number  of  hands  than  on  former  occalions^  ' 
and  it  will  be  nodir^grecable  method  to  the  public,  if  we  employ  foaie 
of  the  clerks  which  have  been  retained  only  for  the  fake'bf  gratifyiiut 
the  leaders  of  boroughs,  or  advancing  the  didant  relations  of  the  de~ 
fenders  of  the  miniftry,  in  unravelling  thofc  proceedings  which  tb«^ 
4  ha*0  ' 
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bat  been  bkberto  hked  only  to  cDibamft^  and  in  4«teAiQg  loBic  of 
tbofe  abiiftc  to  which  the  will  of  their  maftefs  has  made  them  inftru- 
mental ;  ibat  they  may  at  laft  deferve,  in  fomc  degree,  the  ^laues 
which  they  have  enjoyed,  may  requite  the  public  for  their  part  of 
io  rpoils,  by  contributing  to  the  puninimcnt  of  the  principal  plun- 
iaen,  and  leave  their  offices,  of  whiA  I  hope  the  number  will  be 
quickly  diminiihed,  with  the  fatisfa<3ion  of  having  deferved  at  laft  the 
diaoks  of  their  country. 

By  this  expedient,  Str,  the  enquiry  wifl  be  made  at  leaft  poffiUe, 
and  f  hope,  though  it  fliould  IHU  remain  difficult,  thofe  who  have  fi> 
longftruggled  for  the  prefervatiou  of  their  country,  and  who  have  M 
hft  feendieir  labours  rewarded  with  liiccefs,  will  not  be  difcouraged 
from  purfuing  h. 

The  neceffity  of  £icfa  an  enquiry  will  grow  every  dajr  more  urgent ; 
hecade  wi<4^  men  will  be  hardened  in  confidence  of  impunity,  and 
the  ifiScuky,  fuch  as  it  i&,  will  beincrcafed  by  every  delay ;  for  what 
flowinakes  an  enquiry  difficult,  or  in  the  fiileof  diefe  mighty  polki- 
ciant  impoffiUe,  but  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapfed  fince  the  iaft 
cwitiDn  of  this  right  of  the  Senate,  and  the  multitude  of  ^tranf- 
afiioM  idiich  are  neccf&rily  to  be  ntamlncd  f 

What  is  tiik  year  an  irltfome  aod  tedious  taflc,  wiU  m  another 
year  require  ftill  moro  patience  and  labour ;  and  though  1  cannot  be- 
lieve that  it'witl'cycr  become  impoffible,  it  will  undoubtedly  in  time 
be  fufficienc  to  weary  the  mofl  fiftive  iiidultryi  afid  to  dtfcourage  the 
pull  ardetit  ccal. 

The  chief  argument  tfaere^tre  that  has  been  hitherto  employed  to 
ditcounige  us  from  an  encjuiry,  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to  in- 
cite us  to  it.  We  ought  to  remember,  that  while  the  enemies  of  our 
country  are  fortifying  tbcmfclvcs  behind  an  endlels  multiplicity  of 
pegociations  and  accounts,  every  day  adds  new  ftrength  to  their 
intrcncfaments,  and  diat  we  ought  to  force  ^Kip  whil<  the;  arc  yef 
unable  to  refill  or  ifcape  us. 

Sir  Wtfi.  YoNps  then  fpofee  to  the  following  cffitfl : — Sir,  bow- 
cv^  I  may  be  convinced  in  my  own  opinion  of  the  rmpra^cability 
■of  the  mqairy  now  propofcd,  whatever  conBdcncc  I  may  repofe  iq 
'*e  extenfive  knowledge  apd  long  experience  of  thofe,  by  whom  it 
his  been  openly  pronounced  not  only  difficult  but  impoflible,  I  thinlc 
Ihftc  are  argumems  againll  tiie  motic>u,  whjctt  fbQugh  perhaps  not 
tj  4,  .  ftronger 
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ftroiigerin  themfclvcs,  (for  what  obje£tio»  can  be  Aronger  than  im- 
poffibility)  .ought  at  leaft  more  powerfully  to  incite  us  to  oppofc  it. 

Of,the  impoQibility  of  executing  this  enquiry,  thofe  who  have  pro- 
pcfed  it  well  dcferve  to  be  convinced,  not  by  arguments  but  ex^eri- 
.ence  ; '  they  deferve  not  to  be  diverted  by  pcrfuafions  from  engaging  in 
a  tadc,  which  they  have  voluntarily  determined  to  undergo ;  a  talk 
which  neithef  honour,  nor  virtue,  nor  neceflity  has  impofcd  upon 
them,  and  to  which  it  may  juftly  be  fufpefted,  that  they  would  not 
have  fubmitlcd  upon  any  other  motives,  than  tliofe  by  which  their 
conduA  has  hitlierto  been  generally  direflcd,  ambition  and  le- 
fcntment. 

Men  lyho  upon  fuch  principles  condemn  themrelves  to  laboui? 
which  they  cannot  fupport,  furely  deferve  to  perifli  in  the  execution  of 
their  own  projeds,  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the  burdens  which  they 
have  laid  upon  themfelves,  and  to  fuffer  the  difgrace  which  always 
attends  the  undertakers  pf  impoiSbilities;  and  from  which  the  powers 
cf  raillery  and  ridicule,  which  they  have  fo  fucccfsfully  difplaycd  oti 
this  occafion,  will  not  be  fufScicnt  to  defend  them. 

They  have  indeed.  Sir,  with  great  copioufnets  of  language,  and 
great  fertility  of  imagination,  fiiewn  the  wealtnefs  of  fuppoling  this 
enquiry  impoffible ;  they  have  propofcd  a  method  of  performing  it, 
which  they  hope  will  at  once  confute  and  irritate  their  opponents; 
but  alt  their  raillery  and  all  their  arguments  have  in  reality  been 
thrown  away  upon  an  attempt  to  confute  what  never  was  advanced. 
Th<:y  have  firft  miftaken  the  affertibn  which  they  oppofe,  and  thea 
cxpofcd  its  abfurdity  j  they  have  introduced  a  bugbear,  and  then  at- 
tempted to  fign^ize  th'rir  courage  and  their  abilities,  by  lliewiiig  thtt 
it  cannot  fright  them. 

The  honourable  Gentleman,  Sir,  who  firft  mentioned  to  you  the 
impoflibility  of  this  enquiry,  fpoke  only  according  to  the  common 
acceptation  of  words,  and  was  iar  from  intending  to  imply  natural 
and  philofophical  impolTibility,  He  was  far  from  intending  to  inflnua^, 
that  to  examine  any  fcries  of  tranfaiSlions,  or  perufc  any  number  of 
papers,  implied  an  abfurdity,  or 'contrariety  to  the  eiUbliOted  order  of 
nature ;  he  did  not  intend  to  rank  this  defign  with  thofe  oTbuilding  in  , 
the  air,  or  pumping  out  the  ocean  j  he  intended  only  to  ailert  a  1 
moral  or  popular  impolTibility,  to  ihevf  that  the  fcheme  was  not 
pradicabic  but  by  greater  numbers  than  could  be  conveniently  cr^- 
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plojed  upon  it,  or  in  a  totter  Tpacc  of  time  than  it  was  rational  to 
aflign  to  it  i  as  we  fay  it  is  impoffible  to*  raife  groves  upon  rocks,  « 
build  cities  in  dcferts ;  by  which  we  mean  only  to  imply,  that  there  is 
noprqiottion  between  the  importance  of  the  effcft,  and  the  force  of 
thecauTes  which  mull  operate  to  produce  itj  that  the  toil  will  be 
greu,  and  the  advantage  little. 

la  this  fenfe.  Sir,  and  nothing  but  malice  or  perverfenefs  could 
hive  difcovEred  any  other,  the  motion  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  impof- 
fible; but  its  impoffibility  ought  to  be  rather  the  care  of  thofe  who 
make,  ihaa  of  thofe  that  oppofe  it;  and  therefore  I  (hall  lay  before 
ihcHoufe  other  reafons,  which  uiUefs  they  can  be  anfwcredj  will  dc- 
t«-<nine  me  to  vote  againft  it. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  the  papers  which  muA  on  this  occalioa 
be  examined,  contain  a  great  number  of  private  tranfaftions,  which 
tbc  iotereft  of  the  nation  and  the  honour  of  our  Soverdgn  rc<]uire  to 
be  concealed.  The  fyftem  of  policy  which  the  French  have,  within 
ibe  h&  century^  introduced  into  the  world,  has  made  negociation 
more  uecellary  than  )n  any  preceding  time.  What  was  Cormerly 
peiknned  by  fleets  and  armies,  by  invaftons,  ficges,  and  battles,  has 
bcea  of  late  accomplifbed  by  more  fdent  methods.  Empires  have 
beta  enlarged  without  bloodOied,  and  nations  reduced  to  diAie& 
mthout  the  ravages  of  boftile  armies,  by-  the  diminution  of  their 
RHnmcrce,  and  the  alienation  of  their  allies. 

For  this  reafbn,  Sir,  it  has  been  necellary  frequently  to  engage  in 
prime  treaties,  to  obviate  defigns  fometimes  juftly,  and  at  other 
times  perhaps  unrealbnably  fufpc^led.  It  has  been  propef  to  aA  upoa 
Kmote  fuppolitions,  and  to  conclude  aUi»nces  which  werc'only  to  be 
publickly  owned,  in  confequence  of  meafures  taken  by  fome  other 
powers,  which  meafures  were  fometimes  laid  a£de,  and  the  treaty 
dtercfore  was  without  cSeii.  In  fome  of  thefe  provifionary  contracts, 
it  ii  eafy  to  conceive,  that  defigns  were  formed  not  to  the  advantage 
.«f  funic  powers,  whom  yet  we  do  not  treat  as  enemies,  which  were 
otiyto  be  made  public  by  the  execution  of  them  :  In  others,  pcrbapF 
.feme  ccnceffions  were  made  to  us,  in  confideration  of  the  alEftance 
[  4a  we  promifed,  by  which  the  weaknefs  of  our  allies  may  be  dif- 
tetered,  and  which  we  cannot  difclofe  without  making  their  enemies 
more  infolent,  and  increafing  that  danger  from  which  they  apply  to 
M  for  Iccurity  and  protc^on.     ' 

V 
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If  to  this  repreltntation  of  the  nature  of  Ae  papcn,  with  which 
our  offices  have  been  filled- by  the  negociailons  of  die  laft  twcntjr 
years,  any  thing  were  neceflary  to  be  added,  it  may  be  fiirAer  al- 
ledged,  that  it  has  been  long  the  praflice  sf  every  nation  on  this  fide 
of  thfc  globe,  to  procure  private  intelligence  of  the  deTigns  and  ex-- 
pe£lations  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  to  penctrtte  into  the  councils 
of  princes  and  iSe  clofets  of  minifters,  to  difcover  the  inftruflions  of 
'innbaf&dors,  and  the  orders  of  generals,  to  learn  the  intention  of 
ficcts  before  they  are  equipped,  and  of  armies  before  they  are  levied, 
»nd  to  provide  not  only  againft  immediate  and  vilible  boftilities,  but 
^'dbvtate  remote  and  "probable  dangers. 

It  need  not  be  declared  in  this  AlTembly,  that  this  caimot  always 
Ik  done  without  em[4oying  men  who  abufe  the  confidence  repofed  ia 
'tiKm,  a  pra<!tice  on  which  I  fball  not  at  this  time  trouble  the  Hovfe 
with  my  opinion,  nof  interrupt  the  prefent  debate,  by  u\y  attempt  «> 
juflify  or  condemn  it.     This  I  think  may  be  very  reafotiably  aUet^ed, 
that  whether  the  emf^oyment  of  fuch  perfons  be  defenfibk  by  tbe 
Vectprecal  pra^ice  of  nations  or  not,  it  becomes  at  leaft  diofe  tb>t 
corrupt  ibem  and  pay  them  for  their  treachery,  not  toexpoTe  them  to  ' 
Vengcflncc,  to  torture,  or  to  rutn  ;  txh  to  betray  thole  Crimea  wl)icl|  ; 
they  h»w  faired  diem  to  commit,  or  give  them  up  to  puniQiment,  tt  \ 
which  they  have  made  tbcmfclves  liable  only  by  their  indigatioiit  pad  i 
for  their  advantage.  | 

That  private  compa^  between  nations  and  fovereigns. ought  to  b« 
kept  inviolably  lecrct,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  man  who  confidMs, 
that  lixre^y  is  one  of  the  conditions  of  thofe  treaties,  without  which 
they  had  not  been  concluded  f  and  therefore,  that  to  difcover  them  it 
to  violate  them,  to  break  down  the  fecurities  of  human  Ibciety,  to 
drflroy  mutual  trufl,  7nd  introduce  into  the  world  univerfal  con* 
fefioh.  For  nothing  lefs  tan  be  produced  by  a  difregard  of  thofe 
which  lihk  nadons  in  confederacies,  and  produce  confidence  and  fe- 
curity,  and  Miich  enables  the  weak  by  union  to  reiift  the  attack^  t^ 
powerful  ambition. 

How  much  it  would  injure  the  honour  of  our  Sarereign  to  ^ 
charged  with  the  diffi)lu^on  of  concord,  and  the  fufiverTion  of  t)i« 
general  bulwarks  of  public  faith,  it  is  fupcrfluous  to  exphin.  T4i 
know  lb*  condition  to  which  a  compliance  with  this  motion 
reduce  the  Britilb  nation,  we  ne^d  pnly  tqrit  qur  eyes  down' 

DiailizodbvGoOgk' 


Jt.  1741-1.3  TOiLlC      ENfttllRY.  tof 

Upon  the  hourlj'  fcenes  of  common  life ;  We  need  only  atteiiJ  to  the 
occurrences  which  croud  perpetually  upon  our  view,  and  confider 
d)c  caliinitous  ftate  of  chat  man,  of  whom  it  is  generally  known  that 
he  cinnot  be  trufted,  and  that  fecrets  communicated  't6  him  are  ia 
icalit}'  fcattcrtd  among  mankind. 

Erery  one  knows  that  fuch  a  man  can  cxpcd  none  of  the  advan« 
tagcs  or  plcafures  of  friendOiip,  that  he  cannot  tranfaft  affairs  with 
oden  upon  terms  of  equality,  that  he  muft  purchafe  the  favours  of 
Aole  iai  are  more  powerful  than  himfelf,  and  frighten  thofc  into 
compliaoce  widi  his  defigns  who  have  any  thing  to  fear  fr6m  him  t 
&it  he  itiuft  give  uncommon  fecurlty  for  the  performance  of  his 
coveiunts ;  diat  be  cm  have  no  infiuence  but  that  of  money,  which 
wifl  probably  become  every  day  Icfs,  that  his  fuccefs  will  muJtiply  his 
CKmie^  and  that  in  misfortunes  he  will  be  without  refuge. 

The  conditiod  <^  nations  Colleflively  confidered  ts  not  differeift 
from  that  of  private  tnen,  their  prdl^rity  is  produced  by  die  famfe 
coodud,  and  their  calamities  drawn  upon  them  by  the  fante  errors^ 
negligencet*  or  crhnes  i  and  therefore,  flnce  he  that  betrays  fecrfcts 
io  private  life^  indifputzbly  forfeits  his  claim  to  truft,  and  (fnce  hi 
Alt  can  be  no  longer  trufted  is  on  the  brinJc  of  ruin,  I  cannot  but 
condude  that,  as  by  this  motion  all  the  fecrets  of  our  government 
iiuift  be  inevitably  betrayed,  my  duty  to  his  Majcfly,  my  love  of  my 
couotiy,  and  my  obligations  to  difcharge  with  fidelity  the  truft  which 
py  confiftuents  have  conferred  upon  me,  oblige  me  to  oppofe  it. 

Mr,  LiTTLZTOM  then  rofe  and  fpote  to  this  effect :— Sir,  ic 
llways  portends  well  to  thofe  who  difpute  on  the  fide  of  truth  and 
naibn,  i^n  tbeir  opponents  appear  not  wholly  to  be  hardened  againft 
the  force  (rf  argument,  when  they  fcem  defirous  to  gain  the  viQory, 
Ttt  by  fupcriority  of  numbers  but  of  reafon,  and  attempt  rather  to 
convince,  than  to  terrify  or  bribe.  For  though  men  are  not  in  queft 
of  truth  themlelves,  nor  dcTirous  to  point  it  out  to  others ;  yet  while 
they  are  obliged  to  fpeak  with  an  appearance  of  fincerity,  they  muft 
DKcflarily  afford  the  unprejudiced  and  attentive  an  opportunity  of 
'  "^filcoTering  the  right.  While  they  thinlc  themfelves  under  a  necef- 
^ofreafoning,  Aey  pannot  but  fliew.  the  force  of  a  jufl  argument, 
by  the  unfacccfsfiilne|s  of  their  endeavours  to  confute  ;t,  and  the  pro' 
priety  of  an  uieAi)  and  falutary  motion,  by  the  llight  obje^ions  wtiich 
ttey  raifc  againfl  it.  They  cannot  but  find  themfelves  fometimes 
■^ced  to  difcovcr  what  they  can  never  be  espc^cd  to  acknowledge. 
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the  wcakncfsof  tbeir  own  reafons,  by  dererting  them^  when  they  are 
pTcfled  with  contrary  aflertions,  and  fecking  a  fubterfuge  in  new  ar- 
guments equally  conclufive  and  incontcmptible.  They  (hew  the 
fuperioTity  of  their  opponents,  like  other  troops,  by  retreating  before 
them,  and  forming  one  fortification  behind  another,  in  hopes  of 
wearying  thole  whom  they  cannot  hope  to  repulfe. 

Of  this  condui£t  we  have  had  already  an  inAancc  in  the  prefent  de- 
bate; a  debate  managed  with  fuch  vigour,  order,  and  relblutton,  as 
fufficiently  Qiews  the  advanuge  of  regular  difcipline  long  continued, 
and  proves,  that  troops  may  retain  thdr  fkill  and  fpirit,  even  when 
they  are  deprived  of  that  leader,  to  whofe  inftrui^ions  and  example 
they  were  indebted  for  them.  Wbfcn  &&  this  motion  was  ofiered,  it 
ieems  to  have  been  their  chief  hope  to  divert  us  from  it  by  outcries  of 
unpofTibility,  by  reprefenting  it  as  the  demand  of  men  unaci^uainted 
with  the  ftate  of  our  offices,  or  the  multiplicity  of  tranfai^ions,  in 
which  the  indefatigable  induHry  of  our  miniflers  has  been  employed  j 
knd  they  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  perfuade  us,  that  thiy  are 
only  difcouraging  us  from  an  infupcrable  labour,  and  advifing  us  to 
defifl  from  meafures  which  we  cannot  live  to  accompliQi. 

But  when  they  found,  Sir,  that,their  exaggerations  produced  mer- 
riment inftead  of  terror,  that  their  opponents  were  determined  to  try 
their  ftrength  againft  impolBbility,  that  they  were  refolved  to  launch 
out  into  this  boundlefs  ocean  of  enquiry;  an  ocean  of  wfiich  they 
have  been  boldly  told,  that  it  has  neither  fliore  nor  bottom,  and  that 
whoever  ventures  into  it  muft  be  toft  about  for  life  ;  when  ibcy  dtf- 
covrred  that  this  was  not  able  to  fliake  our  rcfolution,  or  move  us 
to  any  other  difpofition,  they  thought  it  proper  to  explain  away  their 
afTertion  of  impofTihility,  by  making  a  kind  of  diftinftion  betweca 
things  impofTible,  and  things  which  cannot  be  performed  ;  and  Ending 
it  neceflary  to  enlarge  their  plea,  they  have  now  aHertcd,  that  this  en- 
quiry is  both  impoffible  and  inexpedient. 

Its  impoflibility.  Sir,  has  been  already  fufiicienlly  difculTed,  and 
fliewn  to  mean  only  a  difficulty  which  the  unlkilfulnefs  of  our  mi.- 
niflers  has  produced;  for  tranfadlions  can  only  produce  difficulties 
to  the  enquirer,  wlien  they  are  confufed  j  and  coufurion  can  only  bej 
the  cffeit  of  ignorance  or  ncglcd. 

Artifice  is,  indeed,  one  more  fource  of  perplexity;  it  is  thcinterc^; 
of  that  man  whofe  caufc  is  bad  to  fpeak  unintelligibly  in  the  defenc:(^i 
it,  and  of  him  whofe  anions  canno^  bear  to  be  exaisiiied,  to  hide 
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diem  in  difordcri  to  engage  his  purfuer's  in  a  labyrinth  that  they  may 
hM  trace  his  fteps  and  dircover  his  retreat ;  and  what  intricacies 
m2j  be  produced  by  fraud  co-operating  with  (abtilty,  it  is  not 
poffible  to  tcU. 

I  do  not  however  believe,  that  all  the  art  of  wicleednefs  can  elude 
Ae  enquiries  of  a  Britifh  Senate,  quietened  by  zeal  for  the  public 
happinefs.  The  fagacity  of  our  predeceflbrs  has  often  detefled  crimes 
concealed  with  more  policy  than  can  be  afcribed  to  thofe  whofe  con- 
diia  is  now  to  be  examined,  and  dragged  the  authors  of  national 
calamities  to  puni/hment  from  their  darkeft  retreats.  The  expedi- 
ency therefore  of  this  motion  is  now  to  be  confidered,  and  futely  it 
■  will  not  require  long  rcflefllon  to  prove,  that  it  is  proper,  when  the 
nation  is  opprclled  with  calamities,  to  enquire  by  what  mifcondui^ 
dieywcre  brought  upon  it;  when  immenfe  funis  have  been  raifcd  by 
the  moft  oppreffive  methods  of  exaflioo,  to  afk  why  they  were  de- 
manded, and  how  they  were  expended  ;  when  penal  laws  have  been 
pirtiaily  executed,  to  examine  by  what  authority  they  were  fufpended, 
and  by  what  they  were  enforced ;  and  when  the  Senate  has  for  twenty 
jnrs  implicitly  obeyed  the  dire£Hon  of  one  man,  when  it  has  been 
'  known  throughout  the  nation  before  any  queftion  was  propofed,  how 
"it  would  be  decided,  to  fearch  out  the  motive  pi  that  regular  compli- 
aflce,  and  to  examine  whether  ths  minifter  was  reverenced  for  his 
Vifdom  ai^d  virtue,  or  feared  for  his  power,  or  courted  for  the  public 
money,  whether  he  owed  his  prevalence  to  the  confidence  or  corrup- 
tion of  his  followen  i 

It  cannot  furely  be  thought  inexpedient,  to  enquire  into  the  rcafons 
•fcr  which  our  merchants  were  for  many  years  fuffered  to  be  plundered, 
or  for  which  a  war,  folicited  by  the  general  voice  of  the  whole  nation, 
was  delayed ;  into  riie  reafons  for  which  our  fleets  were  fitted  out 
■-only  to  coaft  upon  the  ocean,  and  connive  at  the  departure  of 
'(quadrons  and  the  tranfportation  of  armies,  to  fuffer  our  allies  to  be 
'invaded,  and  our  traders  ruined  and  enllaved. 

'  It  is  in  my  opinion  convenient  to  examine  with  the  utmoft  rigour^ 
'*hy  time  was  granted  to  our  enemies  to  fortify  thcmfelves  againft  us, 
'»hilc  a  ftanding  a/my  preyed  upon  our  people  ?  Why  forces  unac- 
quainted with  the  ufc  of  arms  were  fent  againft  Ihem,  under  the 
'command  of  leaders  equally  ignorant  ?  And  why  we  have  fuffcrcJ 
tbeir  privateers  in  the  mean  time  to  rove  at  large  over  theoccan,  and 
^iiifult  us  upon  our  ovi'n  coafts  ?     Why  we  did  not  refcue  our  fnilors 
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from  captivity,  when  o[q>ortunitiu  of  exchange  were  in  our  power  I 
And  why  wc  robbed  our  merchants  af  their  crews  bjr  rigorous  in- 
pr^Het,  without  employing  ^m  cither  to  guar;]  puc  tnde,  or  fubduQ 
our  enemies  ? 

If  the  Senate  is  not  to  he  fuiTercjl  to  enquire  iiitq  afiairs  like  thdcf 
It  is  no  longer  any  fecurity  to  the  people,  that  they  have  the  right  qf 
clewing  reprclsntativet ;  and  unlcfs  they  may  carry  their  enquiiiet 
back  as  hr  as  they  (halt  think  it  neceflary,  ^  aioft  ac^te  &gacity  may 
be  eaGly  eluded  ;  caufes  may  be  very  remote  from  their  coiircquencxt, 
the  original  motives  of  a  long  triuD  of  wicked  meafiires  may  lye  hid 
in  fomc  f  ^ivate  tranladion  jof  fbnner  years^  and  thofe  adyapofjfci 
M^ich  ot)t  eOEipies  have  been  (^late  f^f&red  to  obtain*  were  per^ft 
Ibid  them  at  fome  forgotten  co^igrefs  by  fcuae  fecret  article. 

Suf:h  arc  probably  the  private  tnuilaftions  which  the  HoaounUi 
Gentleman  is  (ja  much  afraid  of  expoCng  to  the  jight ;  tranla^onf 
ia  which  the  inlerefl  of  this  nation  has  been  meanly  yielded  up  by 
cowardice,  or  fold  by  treachery^  in  which  Britain  has  been  confi* 
dercd  as  a  province  fubordinate  to  fome  other  country,  or  in  which 
ihemioifter  has  enriched  himjclfby  thelacrificc  of  the  public  rights. 

Ithasbcen,indecd,allcdgcdivith  fome  degree  of  candour,  thai  many 
4^  our  treaties  were  provifions  againft  invafion?  which  perhaps  wen 
joever  intended,  and  calculated  to  defeat  meafures  which  only  our  ova 
xowarditx  difpofed  us  to  fe^r.  I'hat  fucji  treaties  have,  indeed,  beea 
tqade,  Hanover  is  afuffici^nt  witnels;  but  however  frct^iendy  A/ef 
may  occur^  they  may  furely  be  difcovered  with  very  little  iibdvap^ 
tage  to  the  nation }  they  wUl  prove  only  the  weakneis  qf  tbofc  that 
made  them,  y^bo  w^re  at  o;;ie  time  intimidated  by  chimerical  terrors, 
and  at  another  lulled  into  con&dencc  by  airy  fecurity. 

The  canceiTipns  from  foreign  powers,  which  have  been  likewitt 
mentioned,  ought  furely  not  to  be  produced  as  arguments  agjunfl  l^ 
jnotion^  for  what  could  more  excite  the  curioiity  of  the  nations  i^ 
indeed,  this  motion  were  in  reality  pIod^ced  by  mali;volence  or  i^ 
fentmcntt  if  none  were  expelled  to  concur  in  it  but.thofe  yAm 
envied  the  abilitLes,  or  had  felt  the  power  of  the  late  niinifi^,  jt\ 
might  be  perhaps  defeated  by  fuch  infinuations ;  for  nothing  cou}i! 
more  certainly  regain  his  rcpuution^  or  ej^alt  hini  to  niore  abfeluW 
authority,  than  proofs  that  he  bad  pbtaiiied  for  us  any  coocelEi 
ifrom  foreign  powers. 
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If  U1J  adrantageeus  terns  bav«  be«n  gnnt«d  u»,'\m  t^\^  ^ 
confi^  to  haw  fo  far  difcharged  his  truft  t«  his  sllitf ,  that  he  h^ 
kept  tbeni  with  the  utmoft  cabtion  frocn  the  knowledge  cf  tbf  peon 
fjc,  who  have  heard  during  all  bis  admininration  of  pothing  but 
(sbGdin,  Aibmiffio;!,  and  complUoce)  paid  to  altaoft  evfry  grincff 
w  the  continent  who  has  bad  the  confidence  to  detnind  them  j  and 
if  by  diis  enquiry  any  difcovery  to  the  difadvanti^f  of  Vtt  allicf 
Dtoiild  be  ftrudt'Out,  he  may  with  great  Sincerity  allcdge,  that  it  Wfn 
nde  wiiboiR  his  coaieot. 

Another  ol^e&ioa  to  this  enc{uiry  is,  that  the  Ipies  which  are  r«4 
tUDcd  in  foreign  courts  may  be  deu&ed  by  it,  that  the  canals  9f  9ur 
iatElligencc  will  be  for  ever  ftoppcd,  and  that  we  Ihail  htnceforth 
Ian  IN  knowledge  of  the  defigns  of  f<Mvign  powers,  but  what  Qi^ 
W  boaeffiy  aitaiacd  by  penetration  and  experience.  SpiCt  are,  in- 
^t  a  geocntion  for  whofe  fecurity  I  have  not  mucli  regard,  but 
fat  whom  1  am  on  thit  occafion  lefs  folicitous,  as  I  believe  very  few 
rfthemwill  be  affeded  by  this  motion. 

The  ccaidu^  of  our  mimficrs  has  never  difcowied  (uA  *n  ac- 
«iu»"ntance  with  die  defigtis  of  neighbouring  princes,  a*  couU  be 
fa^e&d  to  be  obtained  by  any  uncommon  methods,  or  ihey  have 
*U7l>tdc  isiitfoved  the  opportunities  which  early  infermation  paC 
wodwr  power  {  for  they  have  always  been  baffled  and  deceived. 
*<*»  they  have  employed  no  fpies,  or  their  fpies  have  bcendU 
''^  to  elude  them  by  faKe  intelligence,  of  true  intelligence  has  been 
<*  nodfe}  aod  if  anyof  Acle  afiertions  be  true,  the  public  will  not 
fnffiv  by  the  mation.. 

[twai  juftly  obferved  by  the  HonounMe  Gentleman,  that  s  {laniU 
Id  may  be  properly  drawn  brtwecn  a  nation  and  a  private  mao,  asd 
V  confcquenoe  betwven  a  trading  nafion  and  a  trader.  Let  us 
*orfbre  tronfider  what  muft  "be  the  ftate  of  that  trader  who  flial) 
•WW  io^d  or  ftare  his  aceomts,  who  fliall  fuffer  his  Jervants  to 
•»fic  ia  the  dark  with  his  ftock,  and  on  bis  credit,  and  who  ihall 
fnaa  dicm  to  tranfad  bargains  in  his  name,  withowt  enquiring 
Maker  they  an  advmtageous,  or  whether  they  are  performed. 

Every  man  immediately  marks,  out  a  trader  thus  infatuated,  as  on 
sebrink  nf  bankruptcy  and  juin ;  every  one  will  eafily  f6reR;e,  that 
•itftrvaats  wiU  taloe  "advantage  of  hit  credulity,  and  proceed  hourly 
**  grofier  fainds ;  tint  they  will  grow  rich  by  betraying  his  interdt, 
fct  they  will  neglcA  his  a^iri  to  prwnott  their  own,  that  they  will 

[Jutl'. 

■ftailizodbyGoOglf 


f  ja  Be8at»o«  [maich  9*    ' 

plundec  bltn  till  he  has  nothing  left:,  2nd  ftek  then  for  emplo^incnt 
among  thole  to  whom  thsy  have  rccOmmeniied  themfelves  by  felling 
their  truft.  His  neighbours,  who  eafily  fonfee  his  approaching  mi> 
fcry,  retire  from  him  by  degrees,  difunite  their  bufineb  from  his 
and  leave  him  to  fall,  without  involving  others  in  t}is  niin. 

Such  mult  be  the  fate  of  a  trader  whom  idlencfs,  or  a  blind  coO' 
fidence  in  the  integrity  of  others,  hinders  from  attending  to  his  own 
al^irs,  unlefs  he  roufes  from  his  flumber,  and  recovers  from  his  in- 
fituation.  And  what  is  to  be  done  by  die  man  trfio,  having  fat 
more  than  twenty  years  negleded  fo  necelTary  an  emjJoyment,  finds 
what  mull  necelTarjIy  be  found  in  much  lels  time,  bis  accounts  pcT' 
plexcd,  his  credit  deprcfled,  and  his  affairs  dilbrdered  ?  What  re* 
mains,  but  that  he  fuffcr  that  diforder  to  proceed  no  farthn*,  that 
be  refolutely  examine  all  the  tranfa^ons  which  hi  has  hitherto  over- 
looked, that  he  repair  thofc  errors  which  are. yet  retrievaUe,  attd 
reduce  his  trade  into  method  ;  that  he  doom  thofe  lervants,  by  w4ioin 
he  has  been  robbed  or  deceived,  to  the  punilbtnent  which  they  de- 
ftrve,  and  recover  from  them  that  wealth  which  they  have  accumu- 
lated by  rapacity  and  fraud. 

By  this  method  only  can  the  credit  of  the  trader  or  the  nation  be 
repaired,  and  this  is  the  method  which,  the  motion  recomoMnds ;  x 
motion  with  which  therefore  every  man  may  be  expefled  to  conqttjr, 
.  who  defircs  that  his  country  Iboutd  once  more  recover  its  influence  ; 
and  power,  who  wishes  to  fee  Dri^iiin  again  courted  and  feared,  and 
bcr  moaarch  confidered  as  the  arbiter  of  the  world,  the  prote^r  of  i 
the  true  religion,  and  the  defender  of  the  liberties  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Phillips  fpolte  in  fubflance  as  follows: — Sir,  I  am  fo  £u 
from  believing  that  there  is  danger  of  expofmg  the  Xpies  of  the  go-  , 
vernment  to  the  refcntment  of  foreign  princes,  by  complying  with  ' 
this  motion,  that  I  fufpect  the  oppofition  10  be  produced  cbieily  fr^in  | 
a  confcioufnc&,  that  no  fpies  will  be  difcovered  to  have  been  em- 
ployed, and  that  the  fecret  lervice  for  which  fuch  large  fums  have  j 
■been  required,  will  appear  to  have  been  rather  for  the  fervice  of  do- 
mcHic  than  of  foreign  traitors,  and  to  have  been  performed  rather  ' 
in  this  Houfe  than  in  foreign  conrts. 

Secret  fervice  has  been  long  a  term,  of  great  ufe  to  the  mioiften  ' 

of  this  nation  j  a  term  of  art  to  which  fuch  uncommon  efficacy  has  | 

btM.  Iiiiherto  aiuMxcd,  that  the  people  have  been  influenced  by  it  ta  j 

pzy  tu:^.'.,  without  e^ipciSting  to  be  informed  how  they  were  applied 

I  having 
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hmng  becD  content  with  being  told  when  they  enquired  after  their 
fiqierties,  that  diey  were  exhauHed  and  diJ£^ted  in  &cret  rervice. 

Secret  lervice  I  conceive  to  have  ariginally  implied  tranfii^ans* 

of  which  the  agents  were  fecret,  though  the  e&Q&  were  vifible. 

When  Marlborough  defeated  the  French,  when  he  counteraiElcd  ill 

dicir  ftratagems,  obviated  all  their  defigns,  and  deceived  all  their 

i     expedations,  he  charged  the  nation  with  large  Turns  for  fecret  fer> 

vice,  which  were,  indeed,  chearTuUy  allowed ;  becaufe  the  importance 

,    and  reaEty  of  the  fervice  were  appar::nt  from  its  efie£U.     But  wbar 

advantages  can  our  minifiers  boalt  of  having  obtained  in  twenty  yean 

by  the  means  of  their  intelligence  ?  Or  by  whom  have  they  within 

.    that  period,  not  been  deceived  by  falfe  ^^earancct  ?  When  we  pui- 

i    dak  fecret  fervice  at  (b  dear  a  rate,  let  it  appear  that  we  really  ob- 

tiin  irtiat  we  pay  for,  though  the  means  by  which  h  is  obtained  arc 

kept  impenetrably  fecret.     Wherever  die  ufefulnefs  of  the  intelli* 

gence  is  not  difcoverablc,  it  is  furcly  juft  to  enquire,  whether  our 

money  is  not  demanded  for  other  purpofes,  whether  we  are  not  in 

reality  hiring  with  our  own  money  armies  to  enllave,  or  feoatws  to 

betnyus;  or  enriching  an  avaricious  mlnifter^  while  we  ioia^ne 

tar&lves  contributing  to  the  public  fccurity? 

Colond  Cholhondslsy  replied  to  the  following  tSeSt : — Sir,  it 

has  been  >a  all  foregoing  ages  the  cuftom  for  men  to  fpeak  of  die 

{Dvemment  with  reverence,  even  when  they  oppoled  its  meafures, 

orprcjefted  its  difTolution;  nor  has  it  been  thought  in  any  time  be- 

:  fere  our  own  decent  or  fcnatorial,  to  give  way  to  fatire  or  irfve^ive, 

!  or  indulge  a  petulant  imagination,  to  endeavour  to  level  all  orders 

'  by  contemptuous  iefle£tions,  or  to  court  the  populace,  by  echmng 

tan  language,  or  adopting  their  femiments, 

This  method  of  gaining  the  reputation  of  patriotifm,  has  bees 
unknown  till  the  prcfcnt  age,  and  rcferved  fof  the  prcfent  leaders  of 
[  the  people,  who  will  have  the  honour  to  {land  recorded  as  the  ori- 
I  ginal  authors  of  anarchy,  the  great  fubverters  of  order,  and  the  firft 
^  Den  who  dared  to  pronounce,  that  all  the  fecreti  of  government 
I  vmgik  to  be  made  public.  , 

It  has  been  hitherto  underflood  in  all  nations,  that  thofe  who  were 

iiKrufted  with  audiority,  had  Hkewife  a  claim  to  lefp&ft  and  confi- 

jfcnce ;  tljat  they  were  chofen  for  the  fuperiority  of  their  abilities,  of 

jfie  reputation  of  their  virtue;  and  that  therefor;  it  wsi  reafonabl* 

Vol.  U.  i  .  t* 
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to  conlign  to  their  management,  the  direflipn  of  fuch  afTairs  as  b; 
their  own  nature  require  fecrecj-. 

But  this  ancient  doftrine,  by  which  fufaordination  has  been  fo  lOBg 
prefcrved,  is  now  to  be  fel  afidc  for  new  principles,  which  may  flatter 
the  pride,  and  incite  the  palSons  of  the  people ;  we  are  now  to  be 
told,  thataffairs  are  only  kept  fccret,  bccaufe  they*!!!  not  bear  exa- 
mination; that  men  conceal  not  thofe  tranfadtions  in  which  they 
have  fucceeded,  but  thofe  in  which  they  have  failed  ;  that  they  are 
only  inclined  to  hide  their  (bliies  or  their  crimes,  and  that  to  examine 
their  conduiEl  in  the  mod  open  manner,  is  only  to  fecure  the  intercfi 
of  the  public. 

Thus  has  the  nation  been  taught  to  expe^  that  the  counfels  of 
the  cabinet  fbould  be  difperied  in  the  public  papers  j  that  their  go- 
vernors fliould  declare  the  motives  of  their  meafures,  and  difcovcr 
the  demands  of  our  allies,  an4  the  fcheme  of  our  policy ;  and  that 
Ihc  people  Ihould  be  confulted'upon  every  emergence,  and  enjoy  the 
right  of  inflru^ting  not  only  dieir  own  reprefentativcs,  but  die  mi- 
Itiflers  of  the  crown. 

In  this  debate  the  mention  of  fecrct  treaties  has  been  received  with 
contempt  and  ridicule,  the  minifters  have  been  upbraided  with  cbi- 
mericat  fears,  and  unneccflary  provifions  againft  attaclES  which  never 
vere  defigncd}  tbey  have  been  alledged  to  have  no  other  intereft  in 
view  than  their  own,  when  they  endeavour  to  miflead  enquirers,  ani  ' 
to  have  in  reality  nothing  to  keep  from  public  view  but  their  own 
ignorance  or  wickcdnefs. 

It  cannot  furely  be  ferioufly  alTcrtcd  by  men  of  knowledge  and  ex-    ; 
periencc,  that  there  arc  no  defigns  formed  by  wife  governments,  rf  ' 
which  the  fuCcefs  depends  upon  fecrecy ;  nor  can  it  be  aflerted,  that   j 
the  enquiry  now  propofed  will  betray  nothing  from  which  our  ene- 
mies may  receive  advantage.  i 
If  we  fliould  fuppofe,  that  all  our  fchemes  are  either  fully  accom-  I 
pliflied,  or  irretrievably  defeated,  it  ml]  not  even  then  be  prudent  »  ' 
difcDver  them,  iince  they  will  enable  our  enemies  to  form  conjec- 
tures of  the  future  from  the  paft,  and  to  obviate  hereafter  tiie  fame 
defigns,  when  it  Ihalt  be  thought  neceffary  to  refume  them. 
'    But  in  reality  nothing  is  more  irrational,  than  to  fuppofe  this  E 
lafer  time  than  any  other  for  fuch  general  difcoveries;  for  why  fhouU  ' 
it. be  imagined,  that  our  engagements  are  not  ftiil  dependmg,  ud.\ 
«ur  treaties  yet  in  force  i  And  What  can  be  more  dillMtwurable  et ' 
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improdent,  than  to  deftroyat  Onte  the  whole  fcheme  of  foreign  po- 
licy, to  diflyyc  our  aHianMs,  and  deRroy  the  effefls  of  filch  Ibrtg 
and  fuch  expenfive  negotiations,  without  firft  examining  whether 
ihey  win  be  bentfitial  Or  detrimental  to  us  ? 

Nor  is  it  only  with  rcfpeft  to  foreign  affairs  that  fccrecy  is  necef- 

bij;  there  are  undoubtedly  many  domeftic  tranla£Hons  which  it  is 

not  proper  to  communicace  to  the  whole  nation.     There  is  fiill  a 

6ftion  among  os,  which  openly  defires  the  fubverfion  of  our  prefent 

fftaUilhinent ;  a  fanion,  indeed  not  powerful,  and  which  grows,  1 

hope,  erery  day  Weaker,  but  which  ts  favoured,  or  at  leaft  imagines 

itfelf  loured  by  thofe  who  have  fo  long  diftinguiflied  th«mfclvcs  by 

oppoling  the  meafures  of  the   government.     Againft  thefe   men, 

wboft  hopes    are   revived   by  every    commotion,   who  ftudioully 

neighten  every  fubjeft  of  dlfcontent,  and  add  their  outcries  to  every 

clamottr,  it  is  not  doubted   but  meafures  are  formed,   by  which 

Ibcir  defigns  are  dilcovered,  and  their  meafures  broken ;  nor  can  it 

be  fu[^ed,  that  this  is  done  widiout  the  a^ancc  of  fome  who  are 

feceived  with  confidence  among Q:  them,  and  who  probably  pals  for 

the  mod  zealous  of  their  party. 

Many  other  domeftic  occafions  of  expence  might  he  mentioned, 

.  of  expence  which  operates  in  private,  and  produces  benefits  which 

it  only  not  acknowledged,  becaufe  they  are  not  known,  but  which 

could  no  longer  be  applied  to  the  fame  ufeful  purpofcs,  if  the  channels 

Arough  which  it  pafles  were  laid  open.     I  cannot  therefore  forbear 

bofiermy  opinion,  that  this  motion,  by  which  all  the  fecrets  of  our 

goTemment  will  be  difcovered,  will  tend  to  the  confufion  of  the 

ptlent  fyftem  of  Europe,  to  the  abfolute  ruin  of  our  intereft  in 

foreign  courts,  and  to  the  embarrafTment  of  our  domellic  afiiurs.  - 

1  cannot  therefore  conceive  how  any  advantages  can  be  expc^ed  by 

fte  moft  eager  periecutors  of  the  late  miniftry,  which  can  even  la 

l^'r  opinion  defcrve  to  be  purchafed  at  fo  dear  a  rate. 

Mr,  Pitt  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe ; — Sir,  I  know  not  . 
i>Tvhat  fatality  the  adverfaries  of  the  motion  are  impelled  to  affifl 
^ir  adverfaries,  and  contribute  to  their  own  overthrow,  by  fug- 
P&ng,  whenever  diey  attempt  to  oppofe  it,  new  arguments  againfi 
Aemfclves, 

It  has  "been  long  ohfcrved,  that  when  men,  are  drawing  near  to 

w^nidion,  they  are  apparently  deprived  of  their  underAandtng,  and 

*Wtribuw  by  their  own  folly  to  thofe  wlamitie?  with  which  dicy  are 
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threateiied,  but  which  might  by  a.  difieredt  coitdu£t  be  fomctiipes 
delayed.  This  has  furely  now  h^pencd  to  die  veteran  advocates  {<x 
an  abfolute  and  >unaccountab1e  mihiilry,  who  have  difcovered  on  thia 
occafion*  by  the  wcakncJi  of  their  refiflance,  that  their  abilities  are 
declining t  and  I  cannot  but  hope,  that  the  omen  will  be  fulfilled; 
and  that  their  infatuation  will  be  quickly  followed  by  their  ruin. 

To  touch  in  this  debate  on  our  domeftic  affairs,  to  mention  the 
diftribution  of  the  public  money,  and  to  difcover  their  fears,  Icil  the 
ways  in  which  it  has  been  difburfed,  fhould  by  this  enquiry  be  difco- 
vered, to  recal  to  the  minds  of  their  opponents  the  immcnfc  fums 
which  have  been  annually  demanded,  and  of  which  no  account 
has  been  yet  given,  is  furely  the  loweft  degree  of  weatmefs  and 
imprudence. 

I  am  fo  far  ftom  being  convinced  that  any  danger  can  arife  fron 
this  enquiry,  that  I  believe  the  nation  can  only  be  injured  by  a  long 
negle£t  of  fuch  examinations ;  and  that  a  miniftcr  is  cafily  fonnidable, 
when  he  has  exempted  himfelf  by  a  kind  of  prefcrjption  from  expofing 
his  accounts,  and  has  long  had  an  opportunity  of  employing  the 
public  money  in  multiplying  his  dependents,  enrichingh's  hirelings, 
enflaving  boroughs,  and  corrupting  fenates. 

That  tbofe  have  been  iit  reality  the  purpofes  for  which  the  taxes 
of  many  years  have  been  fquandcrcd,  ts  fufficiehtly  apparent  without 
^n  enquiry.  Wc  have  wafted  tarns  with  which  the*  French,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  their  new  fcheme  of  incrcafing  their  influence,  would 
have  been  able  to  purchafe  the  fubmiflion  of  half  the  nations  of  .the 
earth,  and  with  which  the  monarchs  of  Europe  might  have  been 
held  dependent  on  a  nod ;  thefe  they  have  vafted  only  to  link  our 
country  into  difgrace,  to  heighten  the  fpiric  of  impotent  enemies,  t« 
deftroyour  commerce,  and  diftrefs  our  colonies.  Wc  have  patiently 
futfercd,  during  a  peace  of  twenty  years,  thofe  taxes  to  be  extorted 
from  us,  by  which  a  war  might  have  been  fupported  againft  the  rooft 
powerful  nation,  and  have  fcen  them  engulphed  in  the  boundlcfs  ex> 
pcnces  of  the  government,  without  being  able  to  difcover  any  other 
cffe£t  from  them  than  the  eflablifbment  of  minifterlal  tyranny. 

There  has,  indeed,  been  among  the  followers  of  the  court  «  re- 
gular fubordinstion,  and  exa<5t  obedience;  nor  has  any  man  been 
found  hardy  enough  to  rcjefl  tbe  di£btes  of  the  grand  vifirr.  Every 
man  who  has  received  his  pay,  has  with  great  cheer^lnefs  complied 
with  his  commands  t  and  every  man  who  hat  held  any  poft  or  office 
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under  the  cr^wtij  has  evidentljr  conTidered  himfelf  u  enli^ed  bjr 
the  minifter. 

But  the  viGble  influence  of  places,  however  deftruAive  to  the 
conftitution*  is  not  the  chief  motive  of  an  enquiry ;  an  enquiry  im- 
plies fomcthing  lecret,  and  is  intended  to  difcover  the  private  me- 
thods of  extending  dependence,  and  propagating  corruption ;  the 
methods  by  which  the  people  have  been  influenced  to  choofc  tbofe 
men  for  leprefcntatives  whofe  principles  they  dctell,  and  whole  con- 
du£l  they  condemn ;  and  by  which  tbofe  whom  their  country  has 
chofen  for  the  guardians  of  its  liberties,  have  been  induced  to  fup- 
port  in  this  Houfe  meafures,  which  in  every  other  place  they  havt 
made  no  fi:ruple  to  cenfure. 

When  we  Ihall  examine  the  diAribution  of  the  public  treafure, 
when  we  fliall  enquire  by  what  condu£t  we  have  been  debarred  from 
the  honours  of  war,  and  at  the  fame  time  deprived  of  the  bleffings 
of  peace,  to  what  caulcs  it  is  to  be  imputed,  that  our  debts  have 
continued  during  the  long  continued  tranquillity  of  Europe,  nearly 
in  the  ftate  to  which  they  were  raifed  by  fighting,  at  our  own  expenee, 
the  general  quarrel  of  mankind ;  and  why  the  linking  fund,  a  kind 
of  inviolable  dcpofit  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  our  creditors, 
and  tbc  mitigation  of  our  tgucei,  has  been  from  year  to  yiear  diverted 
to  very  difierent  ufes  i  We  fball  find  that  our  treafure  has  been  ex* 
baufied,  not  to  humble  foreign  enemies,  or  obviate  domeflic  infur- 
rc£Uons ;  not  to  fupport  our  allies,  or  tlipprefs  our  feSibns  j  but  for 
eads  which  no  man,  who  feels  the  love  of  his  country  yet  unextin- 
guilbcd,  can  name  without  horror,  the  purcbafe  of  alliances,  and 
the  hire  of  votes,  the  corruption  of  the  people,  aild  the  exaltation  of 
France. 

Such  are  the  difcoveries  which  I  am  not  afraid  to'  declare,  that  I 
expcd  from  the  enquiry,  and  tlierefore  J  cannot  but  think  it  necef- 
lary.  If  thofe  to  whom  the  adminiftration  of  aiFairs  has  been  for 
twenty  years  committed,  have  betrayed  tiieir  truft,  if  they  have  in- 
vaded  the  public  rights  with  the  public  trezfure,  and  made  ufc  of  the 
dignities  which  their  country  bat  conferred  upon  them,  only  to  enflav? 
it,  who  will  not  confefs,  that  they  ought  to  be  delivered  up  to  fpecdy 
juftice  ?  Tliat  they  ought  to  be  fet  as  l«nd~marks  to  pofterity,  to 
•nrn  thofe  who  Ihall  hereafter  launch  out  on  the  ocean  of  affluci)ce 
and  power,  not  to  be  too  confident  of  a  profperous  gale,  but  to  re- 
Vember,  jtbat  there  are  rocks  on  wtucb  whoever  rufhes  muft  inevi-' 
I  3  ubljp 


Il8  D    K^B    A    T   E      O   V  [march  9* 

tably  peiiHi  ?  If  they  are  iniuicent,  and  far  be  it  from  me  to  declare 
them  guilty  without  examination,  whom  will  this  enquiry  injure? 
Or  what  effc^s  will  it  produce,  but  that  which  every  man  appears  to 
deiire,  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the  public  tranquillity,  a  firm  confi- 
dence in  the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  the  govemmeut,  and  a  general 
reconciliation  of  the  people  to  the  minifters. 

Colonel  MoRDAuNT  fpokc  then  in  Tubftance  as  follows: — Sir, 
notwithftanding  the  ical  with  which  the  Honourable  Gentleman  has 
urged  the  necelGty  of  this  enquiry,  a  zeal  of  which,  I  think,  it  may 
at  leafl  be  faid,  that  it  is  Coo  vehement  and  acrimonious  to  be  the  ' 
mete'refult  of  public  fpirit,  unmixed  with  intcrefi  or  relentmenti 
tie  has  yet  been  fo  far  unfuccefsful  in  his  reafoning,  that  he  has  not 
produced  in  me  any  convidion,  or  weakened  any  of  the  Impreffions 
^hich  the  arguments  of  thofe  whom  he  oppofes  had  made  upon  mc. 

He  bas  contented  himfelf  with  recapitulating  fome  of  the  benefits 
which  may  be  hoped  for  from  the  enquiry ;  he  kas  rcprefentcd  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  the  fuppofed  mifconduft  of  the  minlAry ;  he  has 
aggravated  all  the  appearances  of  wickednefs  or  negligence,  and. 
,  then  has  inferred  the  ufefulnefs  of  a  general  enquiry  for  the  puni{h- 
ment  of  paft  oiFenccs,  and  the  prevention  of  the  like  pradices  in 
future  times. 

That  be  has  difcovered  great  qualifications  for  invecHve,  and  that 
his  declamation  was  well  calculated  to  inflame  thofe  who  have  al- 
ready determined  their  opinion,  and  who  are  therefore  only  reftrained 
from  fuch  mcafures  as  are  now  recommended  by  natural  caution  and 
fcdatenefs,  I  do  not  deny ;  but  furely  he  does  not  expefl  to  gain  pro- 
Jelytes  by  alTertipiif  without  proof,  or  to  produce  any  alteration  of 
fentiments,  without  attempting  to  anfwer  the  arguments  which  have 
been  offered  againft  his  opinion. 

It  has  been  urged  with  great  ap^arance  of  rcafon,  that  an  en- 
quiry, fucb  as  is  now  propofed,  with  whatever  profpe^U  of  ven- 
geance, of  juflice,  or  of  advantage,  it  may  flatter  us  at  a  diftance, 
will  be  in  reality  detrimental  to  the  public  j  becaufe  it  will  difcovcr 
all  the  fecrcts  of  our  government,  lay  all  our  negotiations  open  to 
the  world,  will  fhew  what  powers  we  moft  fear,  or  moft  truft,  and 
furnifli  our  ^enemies  with  means  of  defeating  all  our  fchemqs,  and  - 
countera^ng  all  our  ineafures. 

This  appears  to  me.  Sir,  the  chief  argument  againfl:  the  modon» 
an  argument  of  which  the  force  cannot  but  be  difcovered  by  ^ofe 
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wbofe  interelt  it  is  to  confute  it,  and  of  wbicbi  therefore  by  ap* 
[learing  to  ncgled  it,  they  feem  to  confefs  thaf  it  is  unanfwerabte  ; 
and  therefoie,  fincc  I  cannot  &nd  the  motion  juftificd  otherwife'  ciun 
by  loud  declarations  of  its  propriety,  and  violeiu  invectives  agajoft 
the  miniltry,  1  hope  that  I  fhallefcape  atleail  the  ctnfureof  the  calm 
and  impartial,  though  I  venture  to  declare,  that  I  cannot  approiv 
it  i  and  with  regard  to  the  clamorous  and  the  turbulent,  I  have  long 
learned  to  defpifc  thetr  menaces,  becaufe  I  have  hitherto  found  tbcm 
only  the  boaAs  of  impotence. 

Mr.  Cornwall  made  anfwer  to  the  following  purport: — Sir,  if 
to  obtain  the  important  approbation  of  the  Gentleman  thnt  fpoke  lad, 
it  be  ncccllary  only  to  anfwer  the  argument  on  which  be  has  iniifted) 
and  hotbiDg  be  ncccllary  to  produce  an  enquiry  but  his  approbation, 
I  IhaQ  not  defpair,  that  this  debate  may  be  concluded  according  to 
die  wilhes  of  the  nation,  that  fecret  wickcdnefs  may  be  dete£fed, 
and  that  our  pofterity  may  be  fecurcd  from  any  invafion  of  their  li- 
berty, by  examples  of  the  vengeance  of  an  injured  people. 

TThe  Houfe  divided.— The  Yeas  vent  forth.— For  the  Qu^ion 
242 ;  againft  it  244^ — So  that  it  pa^  iix  the  negative  by  a  majpr 
rky  of  twQ.] 
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May  20,  I741. 

Debate  en  a  Afttian  for  indemnifying  Svidnue  relating  f  the 
»f  the  Earl  af  Off rrd. 

The  faUeviing  debate  having  been  frtdueed  Sy  an  etct^a  very  mc'im- 
man  and  imp^rtant^  it  irneceffary  it  give  an  accmat  rf fitch  trattfaititm 
at  may  ctntriiute  te  iUuflrate  it. 

The  prime  miniver  being  driven  eut  tf  the  Hnfe  »f  Commaut  by  tbt 
frevalente  tf  tUft,  whf  fram  their  fpefititn  U  the  auafures.^  tbt 
teurt,  were  ttrmtd  the  ceuntry  pariyt  ti  was  friftfed  that  a  ccmmittm^ 
,^ndd  be  i^fintedy  **  to  erujuire  into  the  condiii^  o£  public  af> 
**  bin  at  home  and  abroad,  during  the  laft  TWUITT  ycarsj"  bnt. 
the  nutitn  v/at  rejeffed. 
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It  wat  a^trwar^  mntit  **  That  a  committee  QiouM  be  ^pointed  to 

'  **  cnquiTc  into  the  condud  of  Robert,  £arl  of  Orfoid,  duiing  the 

**  laft  TSN  years  in  which  be  vas  firft  Commiffioner  of  die  Trea- 

•*  fiuy,  and  Chancellor  and  Under  Treafurer  of  the  Exchequer," 

wbieb  was  tarritd  hy  252  tt  245. 

ill  e^mmittu  ef  »ne  and  twtaty  hting  chsfcn  hy  lolht,  and  entering  t^m 

■    -the tnqviry,  caUtdbefBrtihem'Mx.Qihhan^  wbe  declared bimft^ ageiil 

'  to  J.  Botteler,  and/aid,  that  Bottelcr  being  a  eaiididate  fir  Wen- 

lioTer,  and  finding  that  tu  fuctefs  was  to  be  exfeiled  vjitbatit  yjoL 

'  fiat  a  friend  to  N.  Paxton,  toiih  a  letter^  and  that  befaw  him  retam 

'   with  a  great  number  e/papersy  in  which  he /aid  were  biSs  fir  j^oo  I. 

Bottder  end  hisfi^end  being  examitud,  etnjirmed  the  teflimanf  ^Gib- 

'  bon }  (iW  Botteler  added,  that  hefent  te  Paxton  as  an  ^cer  ef  the 

Irtafurft  acquainted  with  tbafe  wha  bad  the  dtj^al  ef  menej ;  tbat 

'    Bis  claim  te  the  favesff  which  he  afiii  areft  frem  a  difappeintment  i« 

'a  'firtn^  eUiUm ;  that  he  never  gave  far  the  money  anyfecurity  or 

^tnowledgmentf  ner  eimjidered  hi:ttff  If  indebted  fir  it  tt  Paxton  er  any 

'  '  ether  perfott. 

Paxton'ifM/  then  examined,  refufed  te  return  any  atifwer  to  the  que/Iim 
ef  the  Gmmittte,  bccaufe  the  anfwer  might  tend  to  accvfe  faimieifi 
Wbieh  reafin  was  alledgtd  by  others  far  a  iiie  refufal. 
Tie  Committee  finding  their  enquiries  eluded,  by  this  plea  fer  jeereey^ 
wbitb  the  laws  of  Britain  aHew  to  be  valid,  reported  te  the  Commens 
•the  ebftacles  that  they  met  with ;  fwr  the  removal  ef  which  a  bill  v»u 
brought  in  Hie  that  of  indemnity ;  which  having  pajfed  the  Commons^ 
produced  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a  debate,  in  which  the  greatefi  men  ef 
each  party  exerted  the  utmejt  force  of  their  rtafon  and  iloquenct. 
Tie  bill  being  read  afecond  tii^,  Ond  a  metton  made  for  ite  being  ret 
ferr'ed to  a  Committee, 

.Lord  Cartekit  fpotc  to  this  effefl  : — My  Lords,  As  theqoef^ 
tion  now  before  us  is  of  the  bigheft  importance  both  to  the  prefcut  age 
tnd  to  po{lertty,  a)  it  may  diced  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
juftice,  prcfcribe  the  couHe  of  public  enquiries,  and  by  confequence 
•ffeft  the  property  or  life  of  every  Lord  in  this  A(tmbly ;  I  hope  it 
-will  be  debated  amongft  uS:  without  the  acrimony  which  arifes  firotq 
die  prejudice  of  party,  or  tlie  violence  which  is  produf^  by  the  ddire 
«f  vl.aoiy,  and  that  the  controverfy  will  be  auimatcd  by  np  other 
pafiion  than  zeal  for  juftice  and  love  of  iruttu 

>  ,  ,„ Goagic  Tlw 


^•1742-]        iNDCMHiryiNO  evidence;,      itt 

For  my  part,  my  Lordc,  I  have  r«Ubn  to  bdiere,  that  puny  pro* 
fcSons  of  my  fincerity  will  not  be  neccIEiry  on  this  occalion,  becaule 
I  Ihall  not  be  eafily  fufpc£tcd  of  any  partiality  in  fiivour  of  the  aiMe 
Lord  to  whom  this  bill  immediately  relates.  It  is  well  known  ta^ 
joia  LorcMfaips  how  freely  I  have  ccnfured  his  condufi,  and  how 
innritUy  I  have  oppofed  thofe  mcafures  by  which  the  nation  has  beeji 
fo  fu  ezafpcrated,  that  the  bill,  now  under  our  confideratioR,  has 
been  Aou^t  neceflkry  by  the  Commons,  to  pacify  the  general  dif- 
contcnt,  to  reftore  the  public  tranquillity,  and  to  recover  that  confi- 
dence in  die  government,  without  which  no  bappincis  is  to  be  ex- 
feOedf  iritbout  which  the  beft  mcafures  will  always  be  obftru^il 
by  llie  people,  and  the  judeft  lemonArances  dilregaided  by  the 
court. 

But  botvever  laudable  may  be  die  end  propofed  by  the  Commons, 
I  cannot,  my  lords,  be  lb  br  dazslcd  by  the  prolpeS  <^  obtaining  it, 
ts  not  to  examine  the  means  to  which  we  are  invited  to  concur,  aai 
enqiure  vnth  that  attention  which  the  honour  of  fitting  in  this  Honfe 
Ins  made  my  duty,  wbediet  they  are  fuch  as  have  been  pra£liled 
by  our  anceftors,  fucb  as  are  prcfcnbed  by  tbe  law,  or  warranted  by 
prudence*  ' 

The  caution,  my  Lords,  with  which  our  anceftors  have  alwap 
proceeded  in  enquiries  by  which  life  or  death,  property  or  reputation 
was  endangered,  the  certainty,  or  at  Icall  the  high  degree  of  proba- 
bility, D^cb  they  required  in  evidence,  to  make  it  a  fu^cient  ground 
of  conviSion,  is  umverfally  known  j  nor  is  it  necefflary  to  (hew  their 
opinion  by  particular  examples,  bccaufe  being  no  Icfs  folicitous  for 
ihe  welfare  of  their  poUerity  than  for  their  own,  they  were  careful 
to  record  ihcir  fentiments  in  laws  and  ftatutes,  and  to  prefcribe 
with  the  ftrongeft  fan^lions  to  fucceeding  governments  what  they 
bad  difcovered  by  their  own  refle&ons,  or  been  taught  by*  their 
predeceflbrs. 

They  confidered,  my  Lords,  not  only  how  great  was  die  hardlbip 
of  being  unjuftly  condemned,  but  likewile  how  much  a  man  might 
bifer  by  being  falfirly  accufed;  how  much  he  might  be  harrallcd  by 
a  proTeculion,  and  bow  fenfibly  be  might  feel  the  difgrace  of  a  trial. 
They  knew  that  to  be  charged  with  guilt  implied  feme  degree  of  re- 
proach, tad  that  it  gave  room  at  leaft  for  an  inference  that  the 
Juiowii  condufl  of  the  perfon  accufed  was  fuch  as  made  it  probable, 
fhat  be  wM  fiiU  more  wicked  than  he  appeared  j  they  knew  that  the 

credulity 
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credulity  of  fome  mig^t  admit  the  charge  upon  evidence  that  was  re- 
jeded  by  the  court,  and  that  difference  of  party,  or  private  quarrels, 
might  prov«ke  others  to  propagate  reports  once  publifliedj  even  when 
in  their  own  opinion  they  were  fufiiciently  confuted;  and  that  there- 
fore an  innocent  man  might  languiQi  in  in&my  by  z  grouadlcfs 
charge,  though  he  fhouU  cfcapc  any  legal  penalty. 

It  has  thcrcibrc,  my  Lords,  been  immemorially  eilabliOMd  in  this 
nation,  that  no  man  can  be  app^hendcd,  or  caUed  into  queftion  for 
any  crime  till  there  fhalt  be 'proof. 

Firlt,  that  there  is  a  Corpus  Dt.'iiii,  a  crime  really  and  vifibly  com- 
mitted i  thus  before  a  procefs  can  be  iiTued  out  for  enquiring  aftei  a 
murderer,  it  mull  be  apparent  that  a  murder  has  been  perpetrated, 
the  dead  body  muft  be  expofed  to  a  jury,  and  it  mull  appear  to  them 
that  he  died  by  violenco.  It  is  not  fufficient  diat  a  man  is  loft,  and 
that  it  is  probable  that  he  is  murdered,  becaufc  no  other  reafon  of  hi& 
abfence  can  be  alBgned ;  ho  muft  be  found  with  the  marlcs  of  force 
upon  him,  or  feme  circumftances  that  may  make  it  credible,  tbat  bo 
did  not  perifh  by  accident,  or  bis  own  band- 
it is  required,  fecondly,  my  Lords,  that  he  who  apprehends  anj, 
4ftr{on  as  guilty  of  the  fa<A  thus  appirently  committed,  muft  fufpeA. 
him  to  be  the  criminal  j  for  he  is  not  to  take  an  opportunity,  aftordcJ 
him  by  the  commiiEon  of  an  illegal  a£t,  to  gratify  any  fccret  malice,, 
or  wanton  curiofity,  or  to  drag  to  a  folcmn  examination,  thofe  againft 
vhomhe  cannot  fupport  an  accuratjuji. 

And,  my  Lords,  that  fufpicion  may  not  ravage  the  reputation  of 
Britons  vithout  controul  i  that  men  may  not  give  way  to  the  mere 
fiiggeftions  of  malevolence,  and  load  the  chara£lers  of  thoTe  witk 
atrocious  wickedncfs,  whom  perhaps  they  have  no  real  rcafiHi  to  be- 
lieve more  depraved  than  the  bulk  of  mankind,  and  whole  failing! 
may  have  been  exaggerated  in  their  eyes  by  contrariety  of  c^nion,  or  ; 
accidental  competition,  it  is  required  in  the  third  place,  my  Lords, 
diat  whoever  apprehends  oc  moleits  another  on  fu^icion  of  a  crine, 
fliill  be  able  to  give  the  reafons  of  his  fufpicion,  and  to  prove  then 
by  competent  evidence, 

Tliefe,  my  Lords,  are  three  efTentials  which  the  wifdom  of  our 
Anceftors  has  made  indifpcnfably  previous  to  the  aireft  or  impiiftst- 
mcnt  of  the  meaneft  Briton ;  it  muft  appear,  that  there  is  a  crim* 
committed,  that  the  perfon  to  be  feized  is  fufpe^led  (^  having  com- 
vitted  it,  and  diat  the  fufpicion  is  fouuded  upon  f  robabiltty.    Rcqw^ 

I      ,;<,i:..,C-.OOglC 
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but  lb  realbniblcin  their  own  nature,  (a  neceilary  ta  the  proteflion 
of  EVcry  man's  quiet  and  reputation,  and  by  confequcnce  Cq  ufcful  to 
thelecurity  and  happinefs  of  fociety,  that  1  fuppofc  tbey  will  need  na 
fiq^nrt  or  vindication.  Every  man  is  intcreftcd  in  the  Continuance 
oTtbijinethod  of  proceeding,  bccaure  no  maji  is  fecure,  from  TufTe ring 
by  the  interruption  or  abolition  of  it. 

Such,  cny  Lords,  is  the  care  and  caution  whicb  the  law  dire£U  in 
the  lird  part  of  apy  criminal  procefs,  the  detainment  of  the  pcrfon. 
fHppoled  guilty ;  nor  is  the  method  of  trial  prefcribed  with  lefs  regard 
to  tbe(ecurity  of  innocence.. 

It  is  an  eilabliOied  maxim,  diat  no  man  can  be  obliged  to  acculi: 
liinticl^  or  to  anrwcc  aoy  qucftions  which  may  have  any  tendency  to 
dilcoTer  what  the  nature  of  bis  defence  requires  to  be  concealed. 
His  guilt  muA  appear  cither  by  a  voluntary  and  unconflrained  con- 
feSon,  which  the  terrors  of  confcience  have  fometimes  extorted,  and 
the  -notoriety  of  the  crime  has  at  other  times  produced,  or  by  the 
•icpolition  of  fuch  witnelles  as  the  jucy  Ihall  think  worthy  of  belief.' 

Tothecredibility  of  any  witnefs  it  is  always  requifite  that  he  b« 
diruiterefled,  that  his  own  caufe  be  not  involved  in  that  of  the  perfon 
who  ftindi  at  the  bar,  that  he  has  no  profpefl  of  advancing  his  for- 
tDBC,  clearing  his  reputation,  or  fecuring  his  life.  For  it  is  made 
,  too  plain  by  daily  examples,  that  interefl  will  prevail  over  ^  virtue 
of  moft  men,  and  that  it  is  not  fafe  to  believe  ihofe  who  are  ftronglf 
I  Ctmpied  to  deceive. 

There  are  cafes,  my  Lords,  where  the  interefi  of  the  perfon  ofFcrinj 

!  Ks  evidence  is  fo  apparent,  that  he  is  not  even  admitted  to  be  beard  j 

ind  any  benefit  which  may  poffibly  be  propofed,  is  admitted  as  an 

t^cQioR  to  evidence,  and  weakens  it  in  a  mcafure  proportionate  to 

Ihediftancc  of  theprofpeft  and  the  degree  of  profit. 

Such  are  the  rules  hitherto  followed  in  criminal  proceedings,  the 
^lolatton  of  which  has  been  always  cenfured  as  cruelty  and  opprcfEon, 
"w  perhaps  always  been  repented  even  by  thofe  who  propofed  and 
"fended  it,  when  the  commotions  of  party  have  fubfided,  and  the 
■KM  of  oppofition  and  resentment  has  given  way  to  unprejudiced 


Of  thefc  rules,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  produce  any  de- 
fctce  from  the  practice  of  diftant  nations,  beciufc  it  is  fuScient  in 
1  Aeprefcnt  cafe,  that  tbey  are  eflabliflied  by  the  conftitution  of  this 
'  <MUry,  to  which  every  Briton  has  a  right  to  appeal  i  for  how  can 
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*ny  man  defeiMl  his  conduct,  if  having  a£leil  uodcr  one  h.Vt  he  is 
to  Ijc  tried  by  another  ? 

Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  apply  thefc  rules  to  the  prefcnt  bill, 
and  enquire  what  regard  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  them  by  the 
Commons,  and  how  well  we  ^all  obfcrve  them  by  concurring  ta 
their  dellgn. 

With  refped  to  the  firft,  by  which  it  is  required,  that  there  be  a 
fcnqwn  and  manifeft  crime,  it  does  not  appear  to  b^vc  engaged  the 
leaft  attention  in  the  other  Houfe ;  for  no  h&  is  fpeirified  in  the  bilt 
upon  which  a  prolecutlon  can  be  founded,  and  dierefore  to  enquire 
after  evidence  is  fbmcwhat  prcpoAerous ;  it  is  nothing  Icfs  than  t« 
invite  men  to  give  their  opinion  without  a  fubjcd,  and  to  aofwei 
without  a  queftion. 

It  may  be  urged,  indeed,  that  there  is  a  univerfal  difcontent  over 
die  whole  nation,  that  the  clamour  againft  the  pcrfon  mentioned  ia 
the  hill,  has.been  continued  for  many  years  j  that  the  influence  of  the 
nation  is  impaired  in  foreign  countries;  that  our  treafury  isexhiufted; 
that  our  liberties  have  been  attacked,  our  properties  invaded,  and  out 
morals  corrupted ;  but  tfaefe  are  yet  only  rumours,  without  proof 
and  without  legal  certainty ;  which  may  indeed  with  great  propriety 
give  occaJion  to  an  enquiry,  and  pet^aps  by  that  enquiry  fomc  fads 
may  be  afcertained  which  may  afford  fufficicnt  reafons  for  farther 
procedure. 

But  fuch,  my  Lords,  is  the  form  of  the  bill  now  before  us,  that 
if  it  Ihould  pafs  into  a  ftatute,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  put  a  flap  to 
all  future  enquiry,  by  making  thofc  incapable  of  giving  evidence,  who 
have  had  moft  opportunities  of  knowing  thofe  tranfa£tians,  which 
have  given  the  chief  occafion  of  fufpicion,  and  from  whom  therefore 
the  mod  important  information  muft  naturally  be  expci^xd. 

The  firft  requifite  qualification  of  a  witncfs,  whether  we  confult 
natural  equity  and  rcafon,  or  the  common  Inw  of  our  own  country, 
is  difintereflcdncfs ;  an  indilierence,  with  regard  to  all  outward  cir- 
cumftances,  about  the  event  of  the  trial  at  which  his  tellimony  is 
required.  For  he  that  is  called  as  a  witncfs  where  he  is  interefled, 
is  in  reality  giving  evidence  in  his  own  caufc. 

Rut  this  qualification,  my  Lords,  the  bill  now  before  us  manifeflljp 

takes  away ;  for  every  man  who  fliall  appear  againft  the  pcrfon  into 

whofe  conduct  the  Commons  are  enquiring,  evidently  promotes,  in 

the  bigbeft  degree,  bis  own  interefl  by  his  evideace^  as  he  may  pre- 

.^    Goo'^lc     duds 
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dude  an  examina^on  of  his  own  behaviour,  am)  fecuredie  poileffion 
tt  that  wcsltfa  which  he  has  accumulated  by  fraud  and  oppreSlon, 
or  perhaps  pieferve  that  life  which  the  juftice  of  the  natioo  might 
oka  awaj, 

Kothing,  my  Lords»  i*  more  obvious  than  that  this  ol&r  of  In- 
dcnuiity  m^  produce  perjury  and  iaili:  accufiition ;  nothing  is  more 
ptobablc  than  that  he  who  is  confcious  of  anjf  atrocious  villaiaies, 
which  he  caimot  certainly  fccure  from  Oifcovery,  will  fnatch  this  op< 
portumtj  of  committing  one  crime  more,  to  fct  himfcif  free  froio 
die  dread  of  punifhment,  and  blot  out  his  own  guilt  forever^  by 
charging  Lord  Orford  as  out  of  his  accomplices. 

It  mij  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  he  who  Qial)  give  fiille  evidence, 
fbrteits  the  indemnity  to  which  the  honeft  witnefs  is  entitled ;  but  let 
us  confider  why  this  fhould  be  now,  rather  than  in  any  former  time, 
accounted  a  Sufficient  fecurity  againft  felfhood  and  perjury.  It  is  ac 
aU  times  criminal,  and  at  all  thnes  punifhable,  to  commit  perjury  : 
and  yet  it  has  been  hitherto  thought  necelTary,  not  only  to  deter  it  b/ 
fuUcquent  penalties,  but  to  take  away  all  previous  temptations ;  ,no 
nun's  ouh  will  be  admitted  in  his  own  caufe,  though  offered  at  the 
laiard  of  the  punifhment  infiided  upon  perjury.  To  offer  indem- 
Dil;  to  iavite  evidence,  and  to  deter  them  from  falfe  accufattoDs  by 
4e  forfeiture  of  it,  even  though  we  ihould  allow  to  the  penal  claufe 
all  the  efficacy  which  can  be  expected  by  thofe  who  propofed  it,  is 
•dy  to  let  one  part  of  the  bill  at  variance  with  the  other,  to  ere£t 
aod  demoliih  at  the  lame  time. 

fint  it  may  be  proved,  my  Lords,  that  die  reward  will  have  mortt 
uiAueoce  than  the  penalty ;  and  that  every  man  who  can  reafon  upon 
tbe  condition  in  which  he  is  placed  by  this  bill,  will  be  more  incited 
to  accufe  Lord  Orford,  however  unjuftly,  by  the  profpet^  of  fecu- 
n'ty,  than  intimidated  by  the  forfeiture  incurred  by  perjory, 

Foe,  let  us  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  a  man  whofc  condud  expofes  him 
topunifiuneD^  and  who  knows  that  he  {hall  not  long  be  able  to  con- 
•ealitj  what  can  be  mote  apparently  his  inter'eft,  than  to  contrive 
^  an  acculatioa  as  may  complicate  his  own  wickednefs  with  fome 
^vibiS6on9  of  the  perfon  to  whom  this  bill  relates  i  He  may  indeed 
be  poffibty  confuted,  and  lofe  the  benefit  offered  by  the  (late ;  but  the 
1^  of  it  will  not  ;dace.  him  in  a  condition  more  dangerous  than 
diat  vUch  he  was  in  b«fore ;  he  has  already  deferved  all  the  leverity 

to 
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to  which  perjury'  will  expofe  him,  -and  hf  fer^ng;  a  boM  and  welU 
tonne^ed  catmTfny,he  has  at  leaft  a  chante  of  cfcaping. 

Let  DS  tuppofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  bill  now  under  our  confidera- 
tion  aiEgncd  a  pecuniary  reward  to  any  man  who  (hould  appcat 
Bgaiiift  this  perfon,  with  a  daufe  by  which  he  tfaatlhould  acculehim 
fallelv  Ihould  be  difmiflcd  without  his  pay ;  would  tiot  this  appear 
ft  rarthod  of  profecution  contrary  to  Uw,  and  reafon,  and  jufticc  ? 
Would  not  every  man  immediately  difcover,  that  the  witnelles  were  ■ 
liribed,  and  -dierefore  they  would  dcferve  no  credit  ?  And  what  is  the 
difference  between  the  advantage  now  offered  and  any  other  con- 
fideration,  pxcept  that  fcarcely  any  other  reward  can  be  <ri}ered  (o 
great,  and  conlequently  Co  likely  to  inflncncc  i 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  patrons  of  A.\s  bill  evidently 
Call  for  teftimony  from  the  abandoned  and  the  profligate,  from  men 
whom  they  fuppofe  neceflarily  to  conlHs  their  own  crimes  in  thett 
Jepolittons;  and  furely  wretches  like  thefe  ought  not  to  be  folicitei 
to  peijiiry  by  the  oftl^r  of  a  reward. 

How  cruel  mntl  all  impartial  fpeSators  of  the  public  tranfafiioai 
account  a  profccution  like  this  i  What  would,  be  your  Lordlhtps 
judgment,  Ibould  you  read,  thM  in  any  dilhint  age,  or  remote  coun- 
try, a  man  was  condemned  upon  the  evidence  of  perfons  publicly 
hired  to  Bccufe  him,  and  v^o,  by  their  own  conf^on,  were  traiton 
to  their  country  ?  • 

That  wickednefs,  my  Lords,  Ihould  be  extirpated  by  fcrerity,  and 
jufticc  rigoroully  exercifed  upon  public  oiTenders,  is  the  uncontro- 
vcrtcd  intereft  oF  every  country ;  and  therefore  it  ts  not  to  be  doubted,  ' 
(hat  in  all  ages  the  re(!e£tions  of  the  wileft  men  have  be^n  cm^oyti  \ 
upon  the  moft  proper  meAods  of  dctcfling  ofiences ;  and  fince  dte  ; 
fcheme  now  propofed  has  never  been  praftifed,  w  never  but  by  the  I 
Bioft  opprelBve  tyrants,  in  the  moft  flagitious  times,  it  is  evident,  j 
thai  it  has  been  thought  inconfiftent  with  equity,  and  of  a  tendency  I 
contrary  to  public  happinefs, 

I  am  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  deiiring  that  any  breach  of  mlioflal 
truft  (bould  efcape  deteflion,  or  that  a  public  office  fhould' afford  ft- 
curity  to  bribery,  extortion,  or  corruption.  I  am  far  from  inrendin; 
to  patronife  the  conduit  of  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  prefcnt  biB. 
Let  the  Commons  proceed  with  the  utmoft  feverity,  but  let  tbelti  not 
deviate  from  juftice.  If  he  has  forfeited  Ilis  fortune.  Ml  hoeoors 
«r  his  life,  let  them  by  a  legal  proce&  be  taken  from  lilm  j  but  let  it 
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dways  be  confidcrcd^  that  be,  like  every  other  man,  is  to  be  allowed 
tile  common  methods  of  Telf-ilefence ;  that  he  is  to  ftand  or  fall  by 
(he  hws  of  his  country,  sai  to  retain  the  privileges  of  a  Briton,  tiQ 
iEffaall  appear  that  he  has  forfeited  them  by  his  crimes. 

To  cenfuie  guilt,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  nccetTary,  and  to 
enquire  into  the  conduA  of  men  in  power  inconteflably  juft;  but  by 
tike  liws  both  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  means  as  well  ^s  the  end  axe 
prefcribed,  return  reiie,  Uptimum  legitime  facttndum  j  we  muft  not 
only  propofe  a  good  end  in  our  conduct,  but  muft  attain  it  by  that 
tneihod  which  equity  directs  and  the  law  prcTcribcs. 

How  well,  my  Lords,  die  law  has  been  obferved  hitherto  on  thi) 
Dccafion,  I  cannot  but  propofe  that  your  Lordlbips  (bould  conlider. 
It  is  wen  known,  that  the  Commons  cannot  claim  a  right  to  ad- 
minjfter  Ui  01th,  and  thecefore  can  only  examine  witnellcs  by  fimple 
iotcrrogatories.  That  they  cannot  confer  upon  a  committee  the 
po^  n^ich  they  have  not  themfelvcs,  is  indubitably  certain  j  and' 
therefore  it  is  evident,  that  they  have  exceeded  their  privileges,  and 
proceeded  in  their  enquiry  by  methods  which  the  laws  of  this  nation 
wHl  not  fiipport. 

That  they  cannot,  my  Lords,  in  their  own  right  adminifler  an 
oath,  they  apparently  confe&  by  the  practice  of  calling  in  on  that 
■occafion  a  jufflice  of  the  peace,  who,  as  foon  as  he  has  performed  his 
office,  is  expected  to  retire.  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  evident-elufton, 
fitf  it  is  always  intended,  that  he  who  gives  an  eath,gives  it  in  confe- 
quence  of- his  right  totake  thcexamination}  but  in  this  cafe,  the  wit- 
befc  takes  an  oath,  aram  nanjudice,  before  a  magiftrate  that  has  no 
power  to  interrogate  him,  and  is  interrogated  by  thofe  who  havo  no 
right  to  require  his  oath. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  my  opinion  of  the  conduft  of  Ae  Committed 
oftbeHouJe  of  Commons,  of  whom  I  cannot  but  conclude  that  they 
have  afiiimed  a  right  which  the  conftitution  of  our  government  cod- 
fcnonly  on  your  Lordfliips,  as  a  Houfe  of  Senate,  a  Court  of  Judi- 
cature, and  therefore  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  confirm  their  pro- 
ceedings by  an  ^probation  of  this  bill. 

The  Commons  may  indeed  imagine  that  the  prefent  ftatie  of  affairs 
ntal^  it  neceflary  to  proceed  by  extraordinary  methods,  they  may 
bduve  that  die  nation  will  not  be  fadsfied  without  a  difcovery  of 
tfufe  frauds  which  have  been  (o  long  praflifed,  and  die  punifhment 
of  thofe  men  by  whom  they  have  fo  long  thought  diemfelves  tntrayed 

and 
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and  ofipa&d  i  but  let  us  c<»i&der,  Aat  cUinour js  not  evidence,  aad 
that  ve  ought  not  eitllcr  to  recede  from  juftice,  or  figm  our  owq 
ri^ts  to  &ti^  the  expectations  of  the  pcofde. 

To  rcmoaftrate  againft  this  invafion  of  our  privileges,  my  Lordtf 
might  be  at  this  jun^ure  improper ;  the  difpute  might  in  this  tlms  sf 
commotion  and  viciffitude  diftradl  the  attention  of  thofe  to  whom  die 
public  affairs  are  committed,  retard  the  bu^nela  of  the  nadon,  ud 
give  our  enemies  thofe  advantages  which  they  can  never  hope  from 
their  own  courage,  or  policy,  or  flrength.  It  may  tberefore  be  prudent 
on  this  occafion,  only  ttot  to  admit  the  right  which  they  have  ^f^"nf^y 
to  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  retaining  our  privileges,  without  requiring 

'  any  further  confirmation  of  them,  and  only  defeat  the  invafion  ai 
ibem  by  rejecting  the  bill,  which  is  indeed  offucha  kind  ascaimctbe 
confirmed  without  hazarding  not  only  our  own  rights,  but  tb«^«{ 
«vcry  Briton. 

For  here  is  a  fpecics  of  teflimony  invited,  which  is  hitherto  un- 
known to  our  law,  and  from  which  it  may  be  difficult  to  tell  who  caa 
befecure ;  the  witncfies  are  required  to  difclofc  all  matters  rdating  to 
the  conduit  of  Lord  Orfardy  according  to  the  htft  of  tbtir  hmult^tf 
rtmemiratietf  or  htlief!  A  form  of  depofition,  my  Lords,  of  great 
latitude ;  a  man's  belief  may  be  influenced  by  the  report  of  others 
who  may  deceive  him,  by  his  obfervation  of  circumftances  either  it- 
inote  in  themfelves,  or  imperfeifjly  difcovcred,  or  by  his  own  reaJbii' 
ings,  whichmuil  be  juft  or  fallacious  according  to  his  abilities}  bu^ 
which  muft  yet  have  the  fame  cBcSk  upon  his  belief,  which  they  will 
influence,  not  in  proportion  to  their  real  ftrength,  but  tp  the  confi- 
dence  i^accd  in  them  by  himfelf. 

There  is  only  one.  cafe,  my  Lords,  in  which,  by  the  commoo 
courfe  of  proceedings,  ary  regard  is  had  to  mere  belief^  and  this 
evidence  is  only  accepted  on  that  occafion,  becaule  no  other  caa 
poffibly  be  obtained.  When  any  claim  is  to  be  determined  by  writted 

■  evidences,  of  which,  in  order  to  prove  their  validity,  it  is  neceflaiy 
to  enquire  by  whom  they  were  drawn  or  flgned  ;  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  writing  of  a  dead  perfon,  are  admitted  to  delivcft 
Upon  oath^  tbcir  btUef  that  the  writing  afcribcd  to  him,  was  or  ms 
not  his  i  but  fuch  fecoiidary  witnclTes  are  never  called,  whro  the 
perfon  can  be  produced  whofe  hand  is  to  be  proved. 

There  is  yet  another  reafun  for  which  it  is  improper  to  adtntt  fuch 
cvidcace  as  this  bill  has  a  tendency  to  promote.     It  is  well  knowBs 
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ttat  to  all  the  coum  of  common  laW}  the  perfon  accufed  is  in  Tome 
degree  [fccured  from  the  danger  of  being  overborne  by  fiire  accufa- 
ti<»3}  by  the  penalty  which  may  be  inflifted  upon  witneflcs  dtfcovcred 
to  be  peijured ;  but  in  the  method  of  examination  now  propofed,  x ' 
mediod  unhwwn  to  die  conftitution,  no  fuch  fecurity  can  be  ob- 
tained, for  there  is  no  proviflon  made  by  the  laws  for  the  punifiiment 
of  a  man  who  fliaU  give  falfe  evidence  before  a  committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  ' 

It  may  likcwife  be  obfcrved,  that  this  bill  wants  one  of  the  moft 
cSentiai  properties  of  a  law,  perfpicuity  and  determinate  meaning  ; 
here  is  an  indemnity  promifed  to  thofe  who  Ihall  difcover  ALL  that 
they  itmu^  remembtr,  or  believe.  A  very  cxtcnfive  demand,  and 
which  may  therefore  be  liable  to  more  fallacies  and  evafions  than  can 
be  Immediately  enumerated  or  detected.  For  how  can  any  one  prove 
that  he  has  a  claim  to  the  indemnity }  He  may,  indeed,  make  fome 
Alcoveries,  but  whether  he  does  not  conceal  fomething,  who  can 
determine?  May  not  fuCh  relerres  be  fufpeficd,  when  his  anfwers 
fliaU  not  fatisfy  the  expe^tions  of  his  interrogators  ?  And  may  not 
that  fufpicion  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of  the  ^St  f  May  not  a  man, 
from  want  of  memory,  or  prefence  of  mind,  emit  fomeiiiing  at  his 
examination  which  he  may  appear  afterwards  to  have  known  ?  And 
fince  no  human  being  has  the  power  of  diftinguifhing  exactly  between 
&ults  and  frailties,  may  not  the  defe^  of  his  memory  be  charged  on 
him  as  a.  criminal  fuppreffion  of  a  known  fuEt  i  And  may  not  he  be 
Jcft  to  fuffcr  the  confequences  of  his  own  confeffion?  Wilt  not. the 
trill  give  an  apparent  opportunity  for  partiality  I  And  will  not  life 
and  death,  liberty  and  imprifonment,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
committee  of  the  Commons  i  May  they  not  be  ealily  fatisfied  with 
informations  of  one  man,  and  incellantly  pr«fs  another  to  l^rther  dif- 
ctmries  ?  May  they  ^  call  fome  men  notorioufly  criminal  to 
ctamination,  only  to  fecure  diem  from  punilHmeat,  and  fet  them  out 
of  the  reach  of  juftice  i  And  extort  from  others  fuch  anfwers  as  may 
bcfl  promote  their  views,  by  declaring  themfelves  unlatisfied  with  the 
extent  of  their  teftimony  i  And  will  not  this  be  an  extortion  of-cvi- 
^Dce  equivalent  to  the  methods  pradiled  in  the  moft  defpotlc  go- 
vtmments,  and  the  moft  barbarous  nations  ? 

It  bat  always  been  die  praife  of  this  Houfe  to  pay  an  equal  regard  to 
fsftiGe  Knd  fo  mercy,  and  to  follow  without  partiality,  die  direfiion 
of  reaibn,  and  die  light  of  trudi ;  and  how  conliftently  irith  this  cha- 
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rai^r,  vhich  it  ought  to  be  our  highcft  ambition  to  maintaio,  -we 
can  ratiiy  the  prefc-nt  bill  your  Lordlhips  are  this  day  to  confider.  It 
is  to  be  enquired,  whether  to  fuppoCe  a  man  guilty,  only  becaufe  fome 
jguilt  is  fufpedled,  be  agreeable  to  juflice  ;  and  whethec  it  be  railoiud 
before  there  is  any  proof  of  a  crime,  to  point  out  the  criminal; 

We  arc  to  confider,  my  Lords,  whether  it  is  not  unjuit  to  hear, 
againft  any  man,  an  evidence  who  is  hired  to  accufe  him,-  and  hired 
with  a  reward  which  he  cannot  receive  without  coiilejEng  himfdfi    . 
man  unworthy  of  belief. 

It  is  to  be' enquired,  whether  the  evidence  of  a  man  who  declares 
only  what  he  btUeuei  ought  to  be  admitted,  when  the  nature  of  die 
crime  allows  ftronger  proof,  and  whether  any  ayui  ought  to  be  e«- 
mined  where  he  cannot  be  punished  if  he  be  found  perjured. 

A  natural  aiidjufl  regard  to  our  own  rights,  on  the  prefervation  of 
which  the  continuance  of  the  conftitution  muft  depend,  ought  to 
alarm  us  at  the  appearance  of  any  attempt  to  invade  them  ;  and  the 
neceflity  of  known  forms  of  juftice,  ought  to  incite  us  to  the  pre* 
ventlon  of  any  innovation  in  the  methods  of  profecuting  offenders. 

For  my  own  part,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  approve  eithes  the  princi- 
ples or  form  of  the  bill.  I  think  it  necefTary  to  proceed  by  known 
precedents,  when  there  is  no  immediate  danger  that  requires  extraor- 
dinary meafures,  of  which  I  am  far  from  being  convinced  that  tlicj 
are  neceflary  on  the  prefent  occafion.  I  think  that  the  certainty  of  a 
crime  ought  to  precede  the  profecution  of  a  criminal,  and  I  fee  that 
there  is  in  the  prcfent  cafe  no  crime  attempted  to  be  proved.  The 
Commons  have,  in  my  opinion,  already  exceeded  their  privilege*, 
and  I  would  not  willingly  confirm  their  new  claims.  For  theft 
reafons,  my  Lords,  I  openly  declare,  that  I  cannot  agree  to  the  bill's 
being  read  a  fecond  time. 

Lord  Talbot  fpoke  next  totbiGcKnS: — My  Lords,  fo  high  is  mf 
veneration  for  this  great  AiTembly,  that  it  is  never  without  the  utnoft 
efforts  of  refolution  that  I  can  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  give  my  ftnti- 
tnents  upon  any  queftion  that  is  the  fubje^  of  debate,  however  flroog 
may  be  my  convldlion,  or  however  ardent  my  zeal. 

But  in  a  very  particular  degree  tlo  I  diilruft  my  own  abilities* 
when  I  find  my  opinion  conti^ary  to  that  of  the  nohle  Lord  who  ha* 
now  fpoken  ;  and  it  is  no  common  perplexity  to  be  reduced  to  the 
difficult  choice  of  either  fuppieffing  my  thoughts,  or  ea^Ktlutg  them 
to  fo  dilJdvantageous  a  coatrafl. 

Vet, 
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Yet,  fince  Aich  is  my  prefent  ftatc,  that  I  cannot  avoid  a  declara- 
tion  of  my  thoughts  flh  this  qaeftion,  without  being  condemned  iii  my 
owii  brcaft  as  a  deferter  of  my  country,  nor  utter  them  without  the 
danger  of  becoming  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  your  Lordfliips :  I 
win,  however,  follow  my  confcience,  rather  than  my  intereft  j  uid 
though  I  fliould  lofe  any  part  of  my  little  reputation,  I  fhall  find  an 
ample  rccompence  from  the  confcioufnefs  that  I  loft  it  in  the  difcharge 
oTTnyduty,  on  an  occaflon  which  requires  from  every  good  man  die 
hizard  of  his  life. 

The  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  have  had  upon  me  an  efleft 
which  they  never,  perhaps,  produced  on  any  part  of  his  audience  be- 
fiwe;  tbeyhave  confirmed  me  in  the  contrary, opinion  to  that  which 
he  hu  endeavoured  to  maintain.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  in  fome 
encounters,  not  to  put  to  flight  is  to  obtain  the  vi£iory ;  and,  in  a 
comroverfy  with  the  noble  Lord,  not  to  be  csAvinced  by  him,  is  to* 
recdve  a  fufficJent  proof  that  the  caufe  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  not 
to  be  defended  by  wit,  eloquence,  or  learning. 

On  the  prefent  queftion,  my  Liords,  as  on  all  others,  he  has  pro- 
duced ail  that  can  be  urged,  either  from  the  knowledge  of  paft  ages, 
orexperience  of  the  prefent ;  all  that  the  fcholar  or  the  (tatefman  can 
Apply  has  been  accumulated,  one  argument'  has  been  added  to 
UK^ier,  and  all  the  powers  of  a  great  capacity  have  been  employed, - 
«Jy  to  (how  that  right  and  wrong  cannot  be  confounded,  and  that 
Whey  can  ntycr  (If  ilce  with  die  force  of  trurii. 

When  I  furvey  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord,  difrobcd  of  thofa 
onmnents  which  his  imagination  has  fo  liberally  beftowed  upon  them, 
I  an  furpriled  at  the  momentary  effed  which  they  had  upon  my 
oiittd,  and  which  dicy  could  not  have  produced  had  they  been  clothed 
in  tile  language  of  any  other  perfon. 

For  when  I  rccolie^l,  fingly,  the  particular  pofitions  upon  .i^ch 
his  opinion  feems  to  be  founded,  I  do  not  lind  them  by  any  means 
uncontrovertible,  feme  of  them  feem  at  bcft  uncertun,  suid  fome 
eridendy  miftaken. 

That  diere  is  no  apparent  crime  committed,  and  that  therefore  no 
Itgii  enquiry  can  be  made  after  the  criminal,  I  cannot  hear  withoot 
■flnuthment.  Is  our  commerce  ruined,  are  our  troops  deftroyed,  are 
uM  morals  of  the  people  vitiated,  is  the  fenate.crouded  with  de- 
pirfents,  are  our  fleets  dilarmed,- our  allies  betrayed,  and  our  ene- 
"W*  fupportcd  without  a  crime  ?  W^  there  no  certwnty  of  any 
K  3,  crime 
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crime  coininitted,  when  it  was  mond  to  peiilioQ  hit  M^efty  to  £1^ 
mils  diis  perfon  from  his  councils  for  ever  t 

It  bas  been  obfcrvcd,  mj  Lords,  that  ootbing  but  &e  fight  of  the 
4ead  body  can  warrant  a  purfiiit  tffet  the  murderer  j  but  this  is  a  coo^ 
ce^on  iuAcient  for  the  prel^nt  purpofe  j  for  if,  upon  die  fight  ef  a 
murdered  perfon,  th^  murderer  may  bwfully  be  enquired  after,  an4 
thole  yAtQ  9if  reafotu)>ly  fufpe&d  detained  and  examined ;  widi  equal 
reafon,  my  Lords,  may  the  furvey  of  a  ruined  nation,  a  nation  op- 
prefied  with  burthetiTome  taxes,  deroured  by  the  caterpillars  <tf  t 
landing  army,  fuitlc  jnto  contempt  in  every  foreign  court,  and  re. 
luning  at  the  daily  decay  of  its  commerce,  and  the  daily  multi[dica. 
tioo  of  its  oppreflbrs,  incite  us  to  an  enquiry  after  the  author  of  its 
mi&ries. 

It  it  afle^ted,  that  no  man  ought  to  be  called  into  queftion  for  aiqr 
crioK*  who  i>  not  fufpeded  of  having  committed  it.  This,  my 
X^i%t  is  a  rule  not  ofily  realbnable  in  itfelf,  but  to  nanirally  oblerved, 
that  I  believe  It  never  yet  was  brolcen  ;  and  am  certain,  no  ouui  will 
be  charged  ipith  the  violation  of  ii^  for  accufio^  this  perfbn  a>  an 
^ae^iy  to  his  country. 

fiut  be  that  declares  hit  fiiQHcion,  may  be  called  upoa  to  difcover 
t)po9  what  &i£is  it  it  founded  i  nor  will  this  part  of  the  law  product 
any  difficulty  iq  the  prefent  caT^  for  as  every  man  in  the  nation  fti^ 
pe^  this  perfop  of  tbe  moft  euormouf  crimes,  every  man  can  prodnce 
Sufficient  arguments  to  jufiify  his  o[Mnion. 

On  all  other  occafions,  my  Lo^ds^  public  lame  is  allowed  €omt 
weight  i  that  any  man  is  univeria)^  accounted  wicked,  will  add 
ftrpigtb  to  the  teflimony  brou^t  againft  bim  for  any  particulHC 
efieaee  -,  and  it  is  at  Icaft  a  l^fficient  reafon  for  calling  any  man  ta 
acamination  that  a  crime  is  committed,  and  be  is  generally  reported 
tp  be  the  author  of  it. 

That  this  is  die  flate  of  the  perfon  into  yibaUt  ^ondud  doe  Com-. 
mons  are  now  enquiring,  that  he  is  cenfured  by  every  man  in  0Mf 
kingdom,  whofe  lentiments  are  not  rcpreflcd  by  vifible  influepcc^ 
that  he  has  no  friend*  but  tho&  who  have  fold  their  integri^  for  the 
plunder  of  the  public,  and  that  all  wbti  are  not  enemies  to  theac 
country,  have,  for  many  years,  inceflandy  firug^ed  to  drag  hi^ 
down  from  the  pinnacle  of  power,  and  expole  him  to  diat  paiulhinen%  • 
which  he  has  fo  long  dcferved,  and  fo  long  defied^  ts  evident  beyoail ' 
«)ntrsdi£Uon. 

r       I        ^* 
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Let  it  not  dttftfdre  be  urged,  my  Lords,  diatdiere  li  no  certaint/ 

,  tf  a  crime  lAieh  ii  proved  to  the  comnfiioii  of  every  honeft  mind  ; 

'  Inknotbe&idthat  ieisunreaTonable  to  fdpe£lthis  man,  whom  the 

voice  rf  die  people,  a  voice  always  to  be  reverenced,  has  fo  long 


The  method  of  procuring  evidence  agalnft  him  by  an  afl  of  in- 
dcmnity  has  been  reprcfented  by  the  noble  Ixird  as  not  agreeable  to' 
jvftice  or  to  law :  in  the  knowledge  of  die  law  I  am  hr  from  ima- 
^ning  mjrfelf  able  to  contend  mdi  him  4  bat  I  think  ft  nuy  not  be 
impropir  to  obfcrvc,  that  t  perfon  of  the  higheft  eminence  in  that 
proftffion,  whole  long  ftudy  and  great  abilities  give  bis  dedfions  ait 
ODCommon  claim  to  audiority  and  veneration,  and  who  was  always 
'  coofidered  in  this  Houle  with  Ae  higheft  regard,  appears  to  have  en- 
tertained a  very  different  opinion. 

It  vas  declared  by  him,  wiiboutdieleaft  rcftridion,  that  all  means 
were  Uwftil  whidt'tended  to  tbe  dtTcovery  of  truth,  and  therefore  th^ 
public  may  juftly  exped  that  extraordinary  methods  fliould  be  ufed 
qnn  occa&ons  of  uncommoh  importance. 

Hot  doc*  diis  expedient  appear  to  me  very  remote  from  the  daily 
pn^ce  (tf  promifing  pardon  to  thieves,  on  condition  Aat  they  will 
Bale  i£lcoveries  by  which  their  conlinlerates  may  be  brought  tt 
jaftce. 

Ifweexamine  only  tbe  equity  of  diis  procedure,  widiout  regard  to  . 
Ac  ezam[de<  c^  fonner  times,  it  appears  to  me  eafity  ddcnfibte';  fo^ 
»bt  can  be  more  rational  than  to  break  A  confederacy  of  wretches 
BxnbiDed  for  the  dcftru^on  of  the  happlnds  (tf  mankind,  by  dividing 
Aiir  intereft,  and  making  ule,  for  the  public  good,  of  diat  regard  for 
(knrown  &foty,  vhith  has  fwallowed  up  every  other  principle  at 
■ffion? 

It  is  adoutted  diat  wickednefs  ought  to  be  punifted,  and  it  is  niti-* 
'■  fsGdy  known  that  punifhment  m«ft  be  preceded  by  detedioii ;'  any 
i  ■cdkxl  therefore  that  promotes  the  difcovcry  of  crimes  may  be  con* 
i  ifcitd  as  advantageous  to  tbe  public. 

'  Ai  diere  it  no  wicfcedncfs  of  vrfiich  the'  pernicious  confequetjceij 
!  **mare  extenlive,  there  are  none  which  ought.nlore  diligendytob^' 
I  ffnmeif  or  more  levcrely  punilhed,  diati  diat  of  tholii  men  whi 
i*we  (find'  to  abulfe  die  p6wer  which  their  cotinti^  has  ^  into  dieir 
''■miti  but  bowtiwy  can  be  conyifledbyaiiy  other  meant  tfianthort 
*^atenovprDiKiftd»  Icoofefi  myfelf  unable  todifconfj  ftnrbf 
!  K3  Co.#>lc 
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The  bill  therefore  is,  my  Lords,  at  leaft  uaoeeefiarf,  md  an  in* 

novsuion  not  neceflkry  ought  always  Eo  be  tcjedcdt  becaufe  no  wui 
can  forefee  all  the  conTequenccs  of  new  meafuret,  or  can  Icnow  what 
evils  they  may  create,  or  what  fubfequent  changes  they  may  iotro* 
ducc.  The  alteration  ff  one  part  of  «  fyftem  naturally  requires  Hm 
alteration  of  another. 

But,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  no  npceffity  |br  diis  law  now  pro« 
pofcd,  is  not  the  ftrongeil  argument  Aat  puy  be  brought  agaioft  it, 
for  there  is  in  reality  a  rvecclSty  that  it  ibould  be  t^cQei.  Juftice 
and  humanity  are  neceflarily  t^-be  fiipported,  without  which  no 
fociety  can  Jubfift,  nor  the  life  or  property  of  any  man  be  enjoyed 
with  fecurity :  and  neither  juftice  nor  humanity  can  truly  be  iaid  to 
refide,  where  a  law  like  this  has  met  with  approbation. 

My  Lwds,  to  prolccute  any  man  by  fudi  methods,  is  tp  over- 
bear him  by  the  violence  of  ppwer^  to  take  fron)  him  al)  the  fecivi- 
ties  of  innocence,  and  diveft  him  of  all  the  means  of  felT-defence, 
It  is  to  hire  againft  him  thofc  whofe^teftimonies  ought  not  to  be  adnU- 
ted,  if  they  were  voluntarily  produced,  and  of  which,  fprdy,  im- 
thing  will  be  farther  neceflary  to  annihilate  the  validity,  than  to  ob-' 
fervc  that  they  are  the  depofitlojis  <rf  men  who  are  villains  by  their 
own  confefliqn,  and  of  whom  the  nation  Sees,  that  they  may  layc 
their  lives  by  a  bold  accusation,  whether  true  or  fiUfe. 

That  the  bill  will  indeed  be  effedual  to  the  pui^les  deligned,  that 
it  will  croud  the  courts  of  juftice  with  evidence,  and  open  fcenes  of 
wickednefs  never  difcpyered  before,  I  c^n  readily  bcltCve ;  for  I 
cannot  imagine  that  any  man  who  has  expofed  bis  life  by  any  flagrant 
crime,  will  mifs  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  faying  it  by  another.  I 
ihall  expe^  my  Lords,  that  villains  of  all  denominations,  who  are 
now  Ikulking  in  private  retreats,  who  are  eluding  die  pacers  of 
juftice,  or  Sying  before  the  public  purfuit  of  the  country,  will  fecura 
themfelves  by  this  eafy  expedient  ^  and  that  bouli^reakers,  highway- 
men, and  pickpockets,  will  come  up  in  crouds  to  the  bar,  charge  titt 
Earl  of  Orford  as  their  accomplice,  and  plead  this  bill  as  a  rccutitr 
againft  all  enquiry. 

That  this  fuppofition,  however  wild  and  exaggerated  it  may  leein. 
may  not  be  thought  altogether  chi.-nerical,  that  it  may  appear  with 
how  little  con  fide  rati  on  this  bill  has  been  drawn,  and  how  eafily  it 
ni:iy  be  perverted  to  the  patronage  of  wickednels,  I  will  lay  before 
your  Lordlbips  fucb  a  plea  as  may  prob^y  be  {traduced  by  it. 

«    ■  .-        ,  Abbui 
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A  Bta  «4ioiii  the  confcioufneft  of  muriler  hu  for  fome  time  kept 
ia  uiuinual  terrors,  may  dear  himfelf  for  ever,  bjr  aUedging,  that 
hemi  sominiffioDed  by  the  Earl  of  Orford  to  engage,  with  any  cer- 
taia  fun,  the  vpte  or  intereft  of  the  murdered  perfon ;  that  he  took 
ibe  iqiportumty  of  a  f<ditary  [^ce  to  ofler  him  the  bribe,  and  pn- 
<  nil  upon  him  to  comity  with  his  piopofals ;  but  that  finding  higi 
obftisateand  pcrrerle,  filled  with  prejudices  againft  awHe  and  juft 
jdminiftration,  and  inclined  to  obftru3  the  meafiirea  of  the  govern- 
ment, be  for  Ibme  time  expoftulated  with  him ;  and  being  provoked 
fay  his  connjmclious  reprefentations  of  the  ftate  of  afFairs,  he  could 
no  longer  reftrain  the  ardour  of  bis  loyally,  but  thought  it  proper  to 
remove  from  Ae  world  a  man  lb  much  inclined  to  ^Hvad  fedition 
unoog  the  people;  and  that  therefore  finding  the  place  conveRient» 
be  Tuddenly  mAcd  upon  him  and  cut  his  throat. 

Tljus,  my  L^rds,  might  die  murderer  rcprefent  his  cafe,  pe^aps, 
widiout  any  poffibility  of  a  legal  confiitation ;  thut  might  the  moft 
atrocious  villaimcs  cfcape  cenfurc}  by  the  afliftance  of  impudence 
and  cunning. 

A  bill  li]ce  this,  my  Lords,  is  nothing  left  dian  a  profcription ;    . 
Ae  head  of  a  citizen  is  apparently  ftt  to  &le,  and  evidence  is  hired, 
by  which  the  innocent  and  dio  guilty  nay  be  deftroyed  with  equid 
i   Mity, 

It  it  i^parent,  my  Lords,  ^at  they  by  whom  this  bill  is  pro- 
poled,  aCk  upon  the  fuppofitioq  that  die  noble  perfgn  mentioned  in 
ill  is  guilty  of  all  thofe  crimes  of  ^hich  he  is  fufpcfted ;  a  fuppo>- 
£tion,  ny  Cords,  which  it  is  unjuft  to  make,  and  to  which  neither 
tofon,  nor  the  laws  of  our  country,  will  give  countenance  or 

1)  my  Lords,  wilt  much  more  equitably  fuf^fe  him  innocent ;  I 
*ill  fuppole  that  he  has,  throughout  all  the  jKars  of  his  adminiftra- 
tioD,  fteadity  profecuttd  (he  heft  ends,  by  the  beft  means ;  that  if  h« 
bu  Ibmetimcs  b<:cn  miftaken  or  di&ppointed,  it  has  been  neither  by 
liii  negligence  or  ignorance,  but  by  h\k  intelligence,  or  accidents 
w  to  be  forefeen ;  and  that  he  has  never  either  facrificcd  his  counr 
irj  to  private  interefl,  or  procured,  by  any  illegal  methode,  the 
■ffiftuice  and  fupport  pf  the  legiflaturej  and  I  v?ill  a(k  your  Lord- 
ftipi,  wiietbct,  if  this  charafler  be  juft,  the  bill  ought  to  be  paflci^  , 
[  *>i  doubt  not  but  every  man's  confcience  will  inform  him,  that  it 
cf^tobe  f^c^d  ^tfa  thf'umioft  indignation. 

.,... .  C3»ch|c 


1^9  BBBATEOW  [*CAY  2ff, 

The  reafon,  my  Lordi,  far  which  it  ought  to  be  rejeded,  is  evi- 
dently this,  that  it  may  bring  innocence  into  danger.  Bat,  myLor^ 
every  man  before  his  trial  is  to  be  fuppoicd  innocent,  and  tberefete 
no  man  ought  to  be  expofed  to  the  hazards  of  a  trial,  by  which  vir- 
tue and  wickedne&  are  reduced  to  a  level.  A  bill  Uke  this  ought  to 
be  marked  out  as  the  utmoft  clFort  of  malice,  as  a  fpecies  of  cruelcf 
never  known  before,  and  as  a  method  of  profecution  which  this 
Houfe  has  cenfured. 

I  did  not,  indeed,  expef^  from  thofe  who  have  (o  loirg  clamoured 
with  incefTant  vehemence  againft  the  raeafurcs  of  the  miniHry,  fucb 
an  opKn  confeffion  of  their  own  weaknefs.  Nothing,  my  Lords,  was  To 
Aofucntly  urged,  or-fb  warmly  exaggerated,  as  the  impo^bility  of 
procuring  evidence  a'gainft  a  man  in  power ;  nothing  was  more  con- 
fidently aflerted,  than  that  his  guilt  would  be  eafily  [woved  vrfien  his 
autboritywasatan  end  j  and  that  even  his  own  agents  would  readily 
itK&  bim,  when  they  were  no  longer  dependant  upon  hie  favour. 

The  time,  my  Lords,  fo  long  expe<aed,  and  fo  ardently  defired, 
is  at  length  come ;  this  noble  pcrfon  whom  they  have  fo  long  purilied 
with  declamations,  invefiives,  and  general  reproaches,  has  at  length 
leTigned  thofe  offices  which  fet  him  above  punifhment  or  trial ;  he 
is  now  without  any  other  fecurity  than  that  by  which  every  other 
man  is  fheltered  from  oppreilion,  the  public  prote^on  of  the  laws 
of  his  country ;  but  he  is  yet  found  impregnable,  he  is  yet  able  to 
let  his  enemies  at  defiance ;  and  they  have  therefore  now,  with  great 
fagacity,  contrived  a  method  by  which  he  may  be  divefted  of  the 
common  privileges  of  a  facial  being,  and  may  be  hunted  like  a  wild 
beaft,  without  defence,  and  without  pity. 

Where,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  exported  that  malice  like  this  wHI 
£nd  an  end  i  Is  it  not  reafonable  to  imagine  that  if  they  Ihould  be 
gratified  in  this  demand,  and  Ihould  find  even  this  expedient  baffled 
by  the  abilities  which  they  have  fo  often  encountered  without  fac- 
cefs,  they  would  proceed  to  meafures  yet  more  atrocious,  and  punilli 
him  without  evidence,  whom  they  call  to  a  trial  without  a  crime. 

It  has  been  obfervcd  by  the- noble  Lord  who  fpokc  laft,  tbatiherc 
are  crimes  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Secret'  Committee  ttf  the 
Hoiife  of  Commons,  or  that  at  leafl  fuch  h.£ti  are  aflertcd  in  it, 
that  an  accufation  may  by  eafy  dedufiions  be  formed  from  them. 
The  report  of  that  committee,  my  Lords,  with  whatever  venera- 
tion it  may  be  mentioned,  by  thofe  who&  purpofes  it  bafipens  to 
'  6vour, 
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i»our,  or  of  whatever  imporUnce  it  mij  be  in  the  Other  Hout^  is 
bere  nodiing  but  a  pamphlet  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  evidence  or 
quoted  as  awHting  of  authority.  It  is  only  an  account  of  faifb  of 
vhicb  we  know  not  bow  they  were  colleded,  and  which  every  one 
Duy  admit  or  reje^  at  his  own  choice,  till  they  arc  afcertained  by 
poper  evidence  at  our  own  bar,  and  which  therefore  ought  not  to 
influence  oui  opinion  in  the  prefcnt  debate. 

Nor  is  the  bill,  my  Lords,  only  founded  upon  principles  incoii>  ' 
liftcnt  with  the  conftitution  of  this  nation,  apparently  tending  to  the 
introduction  of  a  new  fpccies  of  oppreiBon,  but  is  in  itfelf  fuch  as 
cannot   be  raufied   without  injury   to   the   honour  of  this    great 
Aflbmbly. 

'  Id  examining  the  bill,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  not  neceRiiry  to  dwell 
upon  the  more  minute  and  trivial  defeats  of  the  orthography  and  tx- 
pcdEon,  though  they  are  (iich  as  might  juAly  give  occafion  for 
liifpefting  that  they  by  v^om  it  was  written,  were  no  lefs  Urangeis 
to  our  language  than  to  our  conllitution.  There  are  errars  oc 
^lihoods  which  it  more  nearly  concerns  us  to  dcteiS,  and  10  which 
we  cannot  give  any  landion,  without  an  evident  diminution  of  our 
own  authority. 

It  declares,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  now  an  enquiry  depending 
before  the  Senate,  an  aflertion  evidently  falfe,  for  the  enquiry  is  onlj 
before  the  Commons.  Whether  this  was  inferted  by  miftake  or 
ddign,  whether  it  was  intended  to  infmuate  that  the  whole  fcnatorJal 
power  was  comprifcd  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  to  perfuade  the 
nation  that,  your  Lordfhips  concurred  with  them  in  this  enquiry,-  it 
is  not  poCBble  to  determine ;  but  fince  it  is  ^fe  in  either  ienfe,  it 
ought  not  to  receive  our  confirmation. 

If  we  fliould  pafs  the.  bill  in  its  prefcnt  flate,  we  fliould  not  otAj 
declare  our  approbation  of  the  meafures  hitherto  purfued  by  the 
Commons,  by  which  it  has  been  already  proved,  by  the  noble  aitd 
kamed  Lord  who  fpoke  lirft  againft  the  bill,  that  they  have  not  only 
violated  the  law,  but  invaded  the  privilCges  of  this  Houfe.  We 
fliouId  not  only  eftablilh  for  ever  in  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  power  of  examining  upon  oath  by  an  elufive  and 
eqiuTocatory  expedient,  but  we  ihould  in  eSeO.  vote  away  our  own 
cxiflence,  give  up  at  once  all  authority  in  the  government,  and 
gnnt  them  an  unlimited  power,  by  acknowledging  them  the  Senate, 
ao  adutowlcdgaient  which  might  in  a  very  Ifaort  time  be  quoted 
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agat^  US,  and  from  which  it  vould  not  ht  eafjr  for  us  to  cxuicite 
ouc  feWes. 

; '  It  has  indeed  been  remarked,  ^at  there  is  a  lai^  fatn  of  monef 
difburred  without  account,  and  the  public  is  reprefented  as  appi> 
jfently  injured,  either  by  fi'dud  or  negligence  ;  but  it  is  not  remenb- 
bered  that  none  but  his  Majefty  has  a  right  to  enquire  into  the  dlf- 
tribution  of  the  revenue  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  his  fiunily  and 
dignity,  and  the  payment  of  his  fervants,  and  which  therefore  cannot 
with  any  degree  be  called  public  money,  or  ^1  under  &e  cognifance 
of  thofe  whom  it  concerns  to  infpe£t  the  national  accounts.  Either 
the  civil  lift  muft  be  exempt  from  enquiries,  oi  hia  Majefty  muft  be 
reduced  to  a  ftatc  below  that  of  the  meaneft  of  bis  fubjeifb ;  he  can 
enjoy  neither  freedom  or  property,  and  muft  be  debarred  fi)r  ever 
from  thpfe  bleSings  which  he  is  inccf&ntly  labouring  to  fecure  to 
others. 

There  is  likewife  anoAer  conftderatton  which  my  regard  for  the 
honour  of  this  Allembly  fuggefted  to  me^  and  of  which  I  doubt  not 
^  but  that  all  your  Lordfhips  will  allow  the  importance.  The  noble 
perfon  vA>o  is  pointed  out  in  this  bill  as  a  public  criminal^  and  whom 
all  the  villains  of  the  kingdom  are  invited  to  accufe,  is  invefted  with 
the  lame  honours  as  ourfelves,  and  has  a  fon  who  has  for  many  years 
pafielled  a  feat  amongft  us  j. let  us  not  therefore  concur  with  the 
Commons  to  load  our  own  Houfe  wirt)  infamy,  and  to  propagate 
yeproach,  which  will  at  lafl  fix  upon  ourfelves. 

Innumerable  are  the  objeflions,  my  Lords,  which  mi^ht  yet  be 
urged,  and  urged  without  any  poffibility  or  reply ;  but  as  I  have  al- 
Rady  been  heard  with  lb  much  patience,  I  think  what  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned  fuficient  to  determine  the  queftion ;  and  as  I  doubt 
not  but  the  other'  defefts  and  abfurdities  will  be  obferred,  if  it  be 
neoeflary,  by  fomc  other  Lords,  I  Ihall  preTume  only  to  add,  that  as 
die  bill  appears  to  me  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  nation,  to  Ae 
common  juflice  of  fociety,  and  to  the  general  reafon  of  mankind, 
^  it  muft  naturally  eftablim  a  precedent  of  oppreffion,  and  confirm 
a  fpedes  of  authority  in  the  other  Houfe  which  was  ei^er  never 
claimed  before,  ot  always  denied  j  as  I  think  die  moft  notorious  and 
public  criminal  oi^t  not  to  be  deprived  of  that  method  of  defence! 
which  the  eftablilbed  cuftoms  of  our  country  allow  him,  and  bdieve 
ijM  perfon  mentioned  in  this  bill  to  deferve  radier  apphndes  and-  re- 
wards than  cenfures  «nd  purolhments,  I  think  niTfelf  oUigetF  torep* 
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pofc  it,  and  bc^  to  Bad  yoat  Lordlhips  unuumons  in  die  tzmt 
spinkm. 

Then  the  Duke  of  Argyle  anfwcred  in  fubftance  as  follows: — 
My  Loidt,  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  queftjon*  I  have  little 
hwe  diat  it  will  be  unanimouQy  decided,  becaule  I  have  leaibn  t» 
tax  dial  Jbmc  Lords  have  conceived  prejudices  againft  the  billj  which 
hinder  them  from  difcovcring  either  its  reafonablencls  or  its  neceflity  | 
and  am  convinced  that  others  who  approve  the  bill,  can  fuj^rt  their 
flpiiuofi  by  argumefUs  from  vbicb,  as  they  cannot  be  confuted,  tbej 
nvMi  wiQ  recede. 

'nKriea^>uwnts  which  have  infigenced  my  opinion,  I  will  lay  be* 
ion  your  LonUhipt,  and  doubt  not  of  fliewing  that  I  am  very  for 
front  giving  way  to  peifbnal  malice,  or  the  prejudices  of  oppoli- 
tionj  aad  diat  I  r^rd  only  the  vcuce  of  reafim,  and  the  call  of 
^nation. 

CalmncA  and  impartially,  my  Lords,  have  been  with  great  pro- 
(cwty  recommended  to  us  by  Ae  noUe  Lord  who  Jpoke  iirft  in  this 
debate ;  and  I  hope  be  will  diftover  by  the  moderation  with  which  I 
flull  deliver  my  fcntimcnts  on  this  occafion,  how  much  I  reverence 
hit  precepts,  and  bow  willingly  I  yield  to  his  authority, 

I  am  at  leaft  certain,  that  I  have  hitherto  liftencd  to  the  argu- 
■ents  that  have  been  offered  on  either  fide  with  an  attention  void  of 
prgudicc  i  I  have  reprciled  no  motions  of  convifiion,  nor  abftra&d 
my  mind  from  any  difficulty,  to  avoid  the  labour  of  Jblving  it:  I 
have  been  lUicitous  to  funrey  every  portion  in  in  whole  extent,  and 
trace  it  to  iu  lemoteft  confequences  ;  I  have  affifted  the  arguments 
agiinft  tbe  lull  by  favourable  fuppofitions,  and  imaginary  circum- 
fiaoen,  and  have  endeavouicd  to  diveft  my  own  opinion  of  fomt 
ifpeodant  and  acadenul  advantages,  tiiat  Imight  view  it  in  t  ftate 
k&  likely  to  attrad  regard ;  and  yet  I  cannot  find  any  reafon  by 
which  I  could  juflify  myfelf  to  my  country  or  my  confdence,  if  I 
fitocdd  concur  in  rejc^ng  this  bill,  or  fhould  not  endeavour  t» 


I  am  not  unacquunted,  my  Lords,  irith  the  difficulties  diat  oh- 
tnd  die  knovricdge  of  our  own  hearts,  and  caimot  deny  that  tncli- 
BUioo  may  be  fometimcs  miftaken  for  convidion  ;  and  men  even 
nife  and  honcft,  may  imagine  tbemlelves  to  believe  what,  in  reality, 
ttcy  only  wifii :  but  diis,  my  Lords,  can  only  happen  for  want  of 
na^a&oo,  or  on  fudden  emergencies,  when  it  ia  neceflary  to  deter- 
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mine  with  little  confideratiofif  while  the  paffions  have  not  yvt  time 
to  fubflde,  aiul  reafon  is  yet  firuggiing  with  the  emotions  of  defire.  ' 

In  other  circumstances,  my  Lords,  t  am  convinced  that  no  man 
ioipofes  on  himfelf  without  conniving  at  the  fraud,  without  confcioof- 
.  nefs  that  he  admits  an  opinion  which  be  has  not  well  examined,  and 
without  confulting  indolence  radier  than  reafon  ;  and  therefore,  my 
Lords,  I  can  with  confidence  affirm,  that  I  now  declare  my  real  opi- 
nion, and  that  if  I  err,  I  err  only  for  want  of  abilities  to  difcorer  die 
truth  ;  and  hope  it  will  appear  to  your  Lotdlhips,  that  I  have  bc«i 
milled  at  leall  by  fpecious  arguments,  and  deceived  by  ^lacious  ap- 
pearances, which  it  is  no  reproach  not  to  have  been  able  todeteA< 
-  It  will,  my  Lords,  be  granted,  I  fuppofe,  without  beJiMtion,  diat 
the  law  is  confiftent  widi  itfeif ;  tJiat  it  never  at  the  &ffle  time  com- 
mands and  [frc4iibits  the  £une  aftion,  that  it  cannot  be  at  once  vio- 
lated and  obferved.  From  thence  it  will  inevitably  follow,  that  where 
<he  circumlhnceB  of  any  tranfai^ion  arc  fuch,  that  the  principles  of 
that  law  by  which  it  is  cogntfable  are  oppofite  to  each  otherj  fome 
expedients  m^  be  found  by  which  thefc  circumllanccs  may  be  altered. 
OtherwiJc  a  fubtle  or  powerfiil  delinquent  will  always  find  Oieltcr  in 
ambiguities,  and  the  law  will  remain  ina^ve,  like  a  balance  loaded 
equally  on  each  fide. 

Onthe  prefentoccafion,  my  Lords,  I  pronounce  with  the  utmoft 
confidence,  as  a  maxim  of  indubitable  certainty,  that  the  fuhUc  has 
a  claim  to  every  man's  evidence^  and  that  no  man  can  plead  exemption 
from  this  duty  to  his  country.  But  tliofe  whom  falfe  gratitude,  or 
contracted  notions  of  ^eir  own  intereft,  or  tear  of  being  entangled 
in  the  fnares  of  examination,  prompt  to  difappoint  the  juftice  of  the 
public,  urge  with  equal  vehemence,  and  indeed  with  e*jua!  truth, 
that  na  man  ii  ebligtd  to  aceufe  bimftlf,  and  that  the  conftitution  of 
Britain  allows  no  man's  evidence  to  be  extorted  from  him  to  his  own 
lellruAion. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  two  of  the  firll  principles  of  the'Britilh  law, 
though  maxims  equally  important,  equally  certain,  and  equally  to 
be  preferved  from  the  leaft  appearance  of  violation,  are  contra- 
£3ory  to  each  other,  and  neither  can  be  obeyed,  becauie  neither  can 
be  infringed. 

How  then,  my  Lords,  is  this  contradicUon  to  be  reconciled,  and  ' 
the  neceffity  avoided  of  brealdng  the  law  on  one  fide  or  the  other,' 

but 
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but  by  the  method  now  propofed,  of  fetting  th^  whole  evltknce  is 
required,  free  from  the  danger  which  they  may  incjr  by  giving  it. 

The  end  of  the  taw  is  theredrefs  of  wrong,  the  prote^on  of  tight, 
andtbe  prefervation  of  bappinefs ;  and  the  law  is  fo  far  imperfc^  as 
it  fails  to  produce  the  end  for  which  it  is  indlcuted ;  and  where 
any  imperfe^ton  is  difcovered,  it  is  the  province  of  the  Icgiflature 
to  fuppLy  it. 

By  tbe  experience,  my  Lords,  of  one  generation  after  another, 
by  the ctmtinued  application  of  fuccclEve  ages,  was  outlaw  brought 
to  itsprefent  accuracy.  As  new  combinations  of  circumftances,  or 
-unfbrefecn  artifices  of  evalion,  difcovercd  to  our  anceftors  the  infuf- 
ficieocy  of  former  provifions,  new  expedients  were  invented  ;  and  as 
wickednds  improved  its  fubtilty,  the  law  multiplied  its  powers  and 
extended  its  vigilance. 

If  I  flioiild,  therefore,  allow,  what  has  been  urged,  that  there  is  no 
precedent  t^  a  bill  like  this,  what  can  be  inferred  from  it,  but  that 
wiclcednefs  has  found  a  ihelter  that  was  never  difcovered  before,  and 
nbich  muft  be  forced  by  a  new  method  of  attack  f  And  what  then 
are  we  required  to  do  more  than  has  been  always  done  by  our  an- 
ceftors,  en  a  thouTand  occafions  of  far  Icls  importance  i 

I  know  not,  my  Lords,  whisther  it  be  poffibte  to  imagine  an  emer- 
gence that  can  more  evidently  require  the  interpofttion  of  the  legif- 
htive  power,  than  this  which  is  now  propofed  to  your  confideration. 
The  nation  has  been  betrayed  in  peace,  and  difgraced  in  war ;  the 
conftitution  has  been  openly  invaded,  tbe  votes  of  the  Commons  fet 
publicly  to  fale,  the  treafures  of  the  public  have  been  fquandcrcd  to 
purchafe  lecurity  to  thofe  by  whom  it  was  opprefled,  the  people  are 
cxaipcraied  to  madnels,  the  Commons  have  begun  the  enquiry  that 
has  been  for  more  than  twenty  years  demanded  and  eluded,  and 
jttfticc  is  OB  a  fuddea  infuperably  retarded  by  the  deficiency  of  the 
latr. 

Sureljr*  my  Lords,  thisis  anoccaiion  that  may  julHfy  the  exertion 
of  wuilual  powers*  and  yet  nothing  either  new  or  unufual  is  required  ^. 
lot  tbe  bill  now  propofed  may  be  fupported  both  by  precedents  of 
occalionjal  laws,  and  parallel  ftatutcs  of  lafting  obligation. 

When  frauds  have  been  committed  by  the  agents  of  trading 
companies,  bills  of  indemnity  to  .thofe  by  whom  any  difcoveties 
ikould  be  made,  have  been  propofed  and  paQcd  without  any  of  thofe 
.ihsailful  confequences  which  feme  noble  Lords  hare  forefecn  in  this. 

I  hare 
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}  have  never  beard  dut  anxniAnwasfoflupid  as  tomiftike  fiidi  abill 
for  a  general  aA  of  gnccf  or  that  the  confeffion  of  anf  critnea  wai 
procured  by  it,  except  of  thofe  which  it  was  intended  to  detcd: ;  I 
have  never  been  inibnned,  that  any  murderer  was  blefled  with  (he 
acutenefs  of  the  noble  Lord,  or  thought  of  flying  to  fuch  an  ad  as 
to  a  common  Iheher  for  villainy.  Such  fuppoHtions,  my  Lords,  can 
be  inKnded  only  to  prolong  a  controverfy  and  weary  an  o)^>onent ; 
nor  can  fuch  trifling  exaggerations  contribute  to  any  o^r  end,  than 
of  difcovering  the  fertility  of  imagination^  and  the  exuberance  of 
eloquence. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  think  paflion  and  negligence  equally 
culpable  in  a  debate  like  this  ;  and  cannot  forbear  to  recommeoil 
ferioufnefs  and  attention,  with  the  fame  zeal,  with  which  moderation 
and  impartiality  have  already  been  inculcated.  He  that  entirely  dif* 
regards  the  queflion  in  debate,  'who  thinks  if  too  trivial  for  a  fcrious 
difcullion,  ahd  fpeoks  upon  it  with  the  fame  fupcrftcial  gaiety  wiA 
which  he  would  relate  the  change  of  a  falhion,  or  the  incidents  of  a 
ball,  is  not  very  likely,  either  to  difcovcr  or  propagate  the  truth  j 
and  is  lefs  to  be  pardoned,  than  he  who  is  betrayed  by  paffion  into 
abfurdicies,  as  it  is  lefs  criminal  to  injure  our  country  by  xeal  tliaa 
by  contempt. 

That  bills,  without  any  elTential  difVerence  from  that  which  is  now 
before  us,  have  been  palled  in  favour  of  private  companies,  is  tndif- 
piitably  certain  i  it  is  certain  that  they  never  produced  any  other 
eSeH,  than  fuch  as  were  expected  from  them  by  thofe  who  promoted 
them.  It  is  evident,  that  the  welfare  of  the  nation  is  more  wor^y 
of  our  regard  than  any  feparate  company ;  that  the  whtde,  of  more 
importance  thin  a  part ;  and  therefore  the  fame  meafures  may  be  now 
ulcd  with  far  greater  jult ice,  and  with  equal  probaHlity  of  fuccais. 

The  ncceflity  of  the  law  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  cannot  more 
plainly  appear,  than  by  reflcfltng  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  pleat  made 
ufe  of  for  refufmg  it,  which,  confidered  in  the  whole,  eontaih  only 
this  aiiertion.  That  the  lecurity  of  one  man  i>  to  be  preferred  M 
juftice,  to  truth,  to  public  felicity ;  that  a  precedent  is  rather  to  be 
eftablilhed,  which  will  for  ever  Ihelter  every  fgture  miniftcr  from  the 
laws  of  our  country ;  and  that  all  our  miferies  arc  rather  to  be  borne 
in  filencc,  or  lamented  in  impotence,  than  the  nan,  whoia  the 
whole  nation  agrees  to  accule  as  the  audioi  oS  them,  flwuld  be  ex- 
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fofed  to  die  bazard  of  a  trial,  even  before  thofe  whom  every  tie  of 
btereft  and  long  continued  afie^on  has  united  to  Iiim. 

It  is  indeed  objcSled;  that  by  palling  this  bill,  we  {ball  transfer  the 
mlhorit)'  of  Orying  him  to  the  Mher  Houfe  ;  that  we  (ball  give  ui* 
BUT  privileges  for  ever,  ered  a  new  court  of  judicature,  and  overturn 
die  conftitution. 

I  have  long  obferved,  my  Lords,  how  vain  it  is  to  argue  againft 
dwfe  whofe  refolutions  are  detemuned  by  cxtrinlic  motives,  and  have 
been  long  acquainted  with  the  art  of  difguifmg  obftinacy,  by  an  ap- 
pearance  of  reafons  that  have  no  weight,  even  in  the  opinion  of  him 
liy  whom  they  are  oficred,  and  of  .railing  clouds  of  objedions,  which, 
by  die  firft  reply,  will  certainly  be  diffipated,  but  which,  at  leall,  fill 
ibe  mooth  for ,  a  time,  and  preferve  the  difpucant  from  the  reproach 
•f  adhering  to  an  t^niod,  in  vindication  of  which  he  had  nothing 
W&y. 

Of  this  kind  is  the  ol^edion  which  I  am  now  to  remove,  though 
I  nmore  it  only  to  make  way  for  another,  for  thofc  can  never  be 
flenced  who  can  fatisfy  diemfelves  with  arguments  like  this  i  bow- 
•rer,  tbofe  that  ofer  it  exped  itlbould  be  anfwered,  and  if  it  flioidd 
be  ptfled  over  in  the  debate,  will  boaft  of  its  irrefragability,  and 
inugine  that  thejihave  gained  the  vi3ory  by  the  fuperiority  of  th«r 
iUlitiet,  rather  than  of  tbcir  numbers. 

Tliac  we  fhttUj  by  paffing  this  bill,  give  the  Commons  a  power 
idiidi  they  want  at  prefent,  is  unqileftionably  evident ;  but  we  Ihall 
only  retrieve  that  which  they  were  never  known  to  want  before,  the 
p»wcr  of  producing  evidence ;  cvideiice  which  we,  my  Lords,  mult 
bear,  and.  of  who&  teftimonies  we  (hall  refeive  the  judgment  to  our- 
Uves.  The  Conmions  will  only  a£l  as  profccutors,  a  charafter  in 
which  they  were  never  conceived  to  encroach  upon  our  right.  The 
man  whole  condu^  is  the  TubjeA  of  enquiry,  muft  fiand  his  trial  at 
on-  bar ;  nor  hs>  the  bill  any  other  tendency,  than  to  enable  the 
CommoDt  to  bring  him  to  it. 

What  can  be  alledgcd  againft  this  defign  I  know  not ;  becaufe  1 
can  dMcover  no  obje^ons  which  do  not  imply  guilt,  and  guilt  we  are 
&ot  yet  at  liberty  to  fuppofe.  I  am  fa  fat  fi'om  preffing  this  bill  from 
any  motives  of  pcrfonal  malevolence,  that  I  am  only  doing,  in  the 
aSt  of  the  minifter,  what  I  Ibould  ardently  define  to  be  done  in  my 
own,  and  what  no  man  would  wifh  to  obftru£t,  who  was  fuppmted 
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^  a  coidciottlnefii  of  integritj,  and  flitnulited  by  thit  hoae&  fenlc  of 
reputation  which  I  have  always  fouml  the  concomitant  of  miiocciice> 

I  hope  I  fhill  be  readily  believed  by  your  I<ordflups,  when  I  aflcrC 
once  more,  that  I  (hould  not  only  forbear  all  oppofitioa  to  a  bill  in-, 
tended  to  produce  a  fcrutiny  into  my  conduct,  but  that  I  Qiould  pro- 
mote it  with  all  my  interefl,  and  folicit  all  my  friends  to  expedite 
and  fupport  it ;  for  there  was  once  a  time,  my  Lords,  in  which  m][ 
behaviour  was  brought  to  the  teft,  a  time  when  no  expedient  was 
forgotten  by  which  I  might  be  opprcfled,  nor  any  method  untried  to 
procure  accufations  againft  me. 

Whether  die  prcfent  cafe  in  every xircumftance  irill  ftand  exaStly 
parallel  to  mine,  1  am  very  far  from  prefuming  to  determine.  I  had 
ferved  my  country  with  indullry,  fidelity  and  fuccefs,  and  had  received 
the  illuArious  teflimony  of  my  c«ndu3,  the  public  thanks  of  this 
Houfe,  I  was  confcious  of  no  crime,  nor  had  gratified  in  my  fer- 
vicea  any  other  paffion  than  my  zeal  for  the  public.  I  (aw'myblf 
ignominioully  difcardcd,  and  attacked  by  every  method  of  calumny 
<nd  reproach.  Kor  was  the  malice  of  my  enemies  fatisfied  with  dc- 
ftroying  my  reputation  without  impairing  my  fc>rtune :  for  this  pur- 
pofe  a  profecution  was  projected,  a  wretch  was  found  out  who  en- 
gaged to  accufc  me,  and  received  his  pardon  for  90  other  purpofe ; 
nordidi  make  any  oppofttion  to  it  inthisiHoufe;  though  I'kncw  the 
intent  with  which  it  was  procured,  and  was  infonped  that  part  of 
my  cftate  was  allotted  him  to  harden  his  heart,  and  fbengthen  his 
aiTe  rtions. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  furejy  a  precedent  which  I  have  a  right  to 
quote,  and  which  will  vindicate  me  to  your  Lordfhips  (rom  the  im- 
putation of  partiality  and  malignity;  fince  it  is  a{^areiit,  that  I  4)0 
only  in  the  cafe  of  another,  what  I  willingly  fubmitted  to^wben  an 
enquiry  was  makii)g  into  my  condufl. 

.  But,  my  Lords,  this  is  far  from  being  the  only  precedent  wbicb 
may  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  this  bill  j  a  bill  which  in  reality  concurs 
with  Uie  general  and  regular  pra£licc  of  the  efbblifhed  latr,  as  will 
appear  to  every  one-  that  compares  it  with  the  eighth  region  of  the 
A&  for  preventing  Bribery ;  in  which  it  is  eftablifbcd  as  a  perpetual 
law,  that  he  who,  having  taken  a  bribe,  fball,  within  twelve  months, 
inform  agalnfthim  tint  gave  it,  Ihall  be  received  as  an  evidence,  and 
be  iDdemnihed  from  all  the  eonfcquences  of  his  dUcovery* 
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To  thefe  arguments  of  reafon  and  precedent^  I  wilt  add  one  of  « 
mon  prevalent  kind,  drawn  from  motives  of  intcreft,  irttich  fmiij 
would  dired  our  minillen  to  favour  the  enquiry,  zai  promote  «very 
expedient  that  might  produce  a  complete  difcuilion  of  the  puUic 
afiairs;  (ince  they  would  (hew,  that  they  are  not  afraid  of  the  moll 
tigofous  fcrutiny,  and  arc  above  any  fears  that  the  precedent  which 
Aey  are  now  elUblifhiag  may  revolve  upon  themfelves. 

To  elude  the  ratification  of  this  bill,  it  was  at  firfl  urged  diat 
there  vna  no  proof  of  any  crime;  and  when  it  waslhewn,  that  therv 
was  an  apparent  mifapplication  of  the  public  money,  it  became  neccT- 
£iry  to  determine  upon  a  more  hardy  aiTcrtioii,  and  to  filcnce  malicioui 
reafbnert,  by  fhewing  them  how  little  their  arguments  would  b* 
legarded.  It  then  was  denied,  with  a  fpirit  worthy  of  the  caule  in 
which  it  was  exerted,  that  the  ci^l  lift  was  public  money. 

Difputants  like  diefe,  my  Lords,  are  not  born  to  be  confuted  (  it 
would  be  to  little  purpole  that  any  man  fhould  afk,  whedier  th* 
money  allotted  for  the  civil  lift  was  not  granted  by  the  public,  and 
iriiether  public  grants  did  not  produce  public  money ;  it  would  b* 
wdiout  any  eftc^  that  the  ufes  for  which  that  grant  is  made  Ihauld 
be  enumerated,  and  the  mifapplication  of  it  openly  proved ;  a  dif- 
tinSion,  or  at  leaft  a  negative  would  be  always  at  band,  and  obftinacy 
and  intercft  would  turn  argument  afule. 

Upon  what  principles,  my  Lords,  we  can  now  call  out  for  a  proof 
of  crimes,  and  proceed  in  the  debate  as  if  no  juft  reafon  of  fufpicion 
had  appeared,  I  am  not  able  to  f;onje<^ure ;  l^erc  is,  in  my  opinion, 
if  not  demonftrativc  proof,  yet  the  ftrongeft  prefumption  of  one  of 
the  grcateft  crimes  of  which  any  man  can  be  guilty,  the  prcq>agatioa 
of  wicltednefs,  of  the  moll  atrocious  breach  of  truft  which  can  be 
charged  upon  a  BritKh  minifter,  a  deliberate  traffic  for  the  liberties 
of  his  country. 

Of  thefc  enormous  villainies,  however  difficult  it  may  now  feem 
to  difengage  him  from  them,  I  hope  we  fhall  fee  reafon  to  acquit  him 
at  the  bar  of  this  Houfe,  at  which,  if  he  be  innocent,  be  ought  to 
be  dcfirous  of  appearing ;  nor  do  his  friends  confult  his  honour,  by 
endeavouring  to  withhold  him  from  it ;  If  they,  indeed,  bcllev^luni 
guihy,  they  may  then  cafily  juftify  their  condiiiSt  to  him,  but  tiie 
world  will,  perhaps,  require  a  more  public  vindication. 

Thefe,  my  Ix>rdfi,  ate  the  argumsnts  which  have  inRufDced  mo 
bilhetto  to  approva  the  bill  cow  before  us,  and  which  will  cont^u* 
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their  prevalencp,  till  I  {ball  hear  them  confuted }  and  furely  if  ^f 
are  apt  altogether  un^nfvperable,  they  arc  furely  of  Co  roucb  inipor? 
^DCf,  that  the  biU  for  which  they  have  bceo  producedt  muil  be  aU 
lowc4  to  dderve  at  leaft  a  deliberate  examination,  aod  may  vf^y 
juAly  be  referred  to  a  committee,  in  which  ambiguilias  may  be  ie« 
ZDOVfid,  and  insdrertencies  correded. 

Lord  Chqlmondbley  fpokc  next  to  the  fdlowjog  purpofc :— » 
My  Lonbf  This .  bill  is  in  my  (^nion  fo  far  from  defi^rviog  appro- 
txUJon,  th^t  I  am  in  doubt  whether  I  ihould  retard  the  determirotioa 
of  the  Houfc*  by  laying  before  you  the  reafons  whkh  infiuciiM  mc 
in  diis  debate ;  nor  indeed  could  I  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  enter  into 
ft  formal  difcuffion  of  a  queftion,  on  which  I  fliould  have  imagined 
that  aU  mankind  would  have  hcen  o£  one  c^nion,  did  not  my  rer&> 
lence  of  the  abilities  of  thofe  noble  Lorda  vrho  have^ken  indefeoc* 
of  the  bill,  incline  me,  even  ^;ainfl  the  convi&ionof  myoworeafon, 
to  fufpe6t  that  arguments  may  be  offered  in  its  favour,  which  I  bavf 
mot  yet  been  able  to  difcover ;  and  that  thofe  which  have  been  ptOi 
daced,  however  incondulive  they  have  feemed,  will  qierate  laort 
powerfully  when  they  are  more  fully  dilplayed,  and  better  underftood. 

For  this  reafon  I  (hall  lay  before  your  Lordffaips  the  objefUoot 
^hich  woCe  ia  my  mind  when  the  bill  was  fiifl  laid  before  us>  and 
which  have  radier  been  ftrengthened  than  invalidated  by  the  fubfe« 
queqt  debate* 

.  It  appears,  my  Lords,  evident  to  me,  that  every  man  has  a  right 
to  be  tried  by  the  known  laws  of  his  country ;  that  no  man  can  be 
juflly  punifbed  by  a  law  made  after  the  commiiEon  of  a  fa^  becaafe 
be  then  fufiers  by  a  law,  againft  which  he  never  tranfgrcHed ;  nor  is 
my  man  to  be  profecuted  by  methods  invented  only  to  bcilitate  hi* 
condemnation,  becaufe  he  ought  to  be  acquitted,  however  guilty  hs 
may  be  fuppofed,  whom  the  cftabliihed  rules  of  jullice  cannot  con-* 
vi&.  The  law,  my  Lords,  is  the  meafure  of  political,  as  conlcience 
of  moral-right}  and  he  that  breaks  no  law,  may  indeed  be  criminal^ 
but  is  not  punifhable.  The  law  likewife  prcfcribes  the  method  of 
profecuting  guilt  j  and  as  we,  by  omitting  ajiy  crime  in  our  laws, 
difable  ourfelves  from  punifhing  it,  however  public,  or  flagrant,  fo 
by  regulating  tiie  procefs  in  our  courts  of  juftice,  we  give  fccurity  to 
that  guilt,  which  by  that  procefs  cannot  be  detedled. 
■■  The  truth  of  this  aflertion,  my  L<m^s,  however  paradoucal  it  maj 
pediaps  appear,  wUI  becosK  evident}  if  we  fuppofe  a  nun  brought  to 
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ibe  Wt  whole  guilt  was  unqueflionaUe,  diougb  it  xould  not  b* 
legally  proved,  bccaufe  all  thoTc  were  dead  who  might  have  appeared 
againft  liim.  It  is  certain  that  his  good  fortune  would  give  him  nt 
claim  to  pardon,  and  yet  he  could  not  he  convificd,  uidefs  we  ftip* 
poTc  btm  weaJc  enough  to  accufe  himfelf.  In  this  cafe,  my  Lordst 
it  is  not  impoffiblcj  that  fome  might  be  prompted  by  their  zeal',  to 
piopofe,  that  the  foreign  methods  of  jufiice  might  be  introducedj  and 
the  rack  employed  to  extort  from  his  own  mouth  acoaii^ffionofthofc 
crimes  of  which  ercry  one  bdieved  him  guilty. 

With  what  horror,  my  Lords,  fuch  a  propofal  would  be  heard, 
how  loudly  it  would  be  cenfuted,  and  how  univcrially  rejeAed,  I  meed 
aotfay;  hutmuftobfenre,  that,inmyopimon>  the deteftation  would 
■rile  principally  from  a  fenfe  of  the  injuftice  of  expoTutg;  any  man  to 
peculiar  hanUhips,  and  dillinguiOung  him  to  bis  diladvantqge  frtun 
|he  reft  ot  the  community. 

It  will»  my  Lords,  not  be  eafy  to  prove,  diat  it  is  lefi  agreeable  td 
juftice  to  <^ligc  a  man  to  accufe  himfelf,  than  to  make  ufe  of  tx-i 
traordinary  methods  of  procuring  evidence  againft  him ;  becaide  thd 
barriers  of  Security  wMch  the  law  has  fixed  are  equally  broken  irf 
titbct  cafe,  and  the  accufed  is  expofed  to  dangers,  from  which  he 
had  reafon  to  believe  himfelf  Iheltercd  by  the  conftitution  c^  hii 
country. 

Tins' argument,  my  Lords,  I  have  mentioned,  without  endeavour- 
ing to  evince  the  innocence  of  the  perfon  whom  this  bill  immediately 
f^ards ;  becaufe  the  intent  c^  it  is  to  Ihew,  that  no  man  is  to  be 
deprived  of  the  common  benefits  of  the  conftitution,  and  that  the 
guilty  have  a  right  to  all  the  advanuges  which  the  law  allows  them. 
For  guilt  is  never  to  be  fuppofed  till  it  is  proved,  and  it  is  thcreforo 
never  to  be  proved  by  new  methods,  merely  becaufe  it  Is  fuppofed. 

That  the  method  of  procuring  evidence  now  propoled  is  new,  my 
Lords,  I  thtnic  it  no  temerity  to  conclude ;  bccaide  the  noble  Lords 
who  have  endeavoured  to  defend  it,  have  produced  no  inftance  of  ar 
parallel  prance,  and  their  knowledge  and  acutencfs  is  fuch,  that  they 
can  mAy  have  &iled  to  difcover  them,  becaufe  they  are  indeed  no 
where  to  be  fctund. 

In  the  c^  ,of  briber}',  my  Lords,   the  perfon  accufed  hat  die 

privilege^  if  he  be  innocent,  of  profecuting  his  accufer  for  perjury, 

9ad  is  therefore. in  tefs  danger  of  being  harrafled  by  a  falfe  indictment.- 

fvt,  m^  LofdSf   this  is  uat  the  only  difiereace  between  the  two 
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eai««;  for  he  diat  dtfcoveps  a  bribe  received  by  him(elf»  has  no 
inMives  oF  intereft  to  prompt  his  evidence  ;  he  is  only  (ecurcd  from 
fUflfering  by  his  oWn  difcovery,  and  might  have  been  equally  &fe  by 
Clence  and  fecrecyj  fincethe  law  rup[K>les  the  crime  out  of  the  reach 
ef  detcAion,  otherwife  than  by  the  confefSon  of  tiie  criminal. 

But  far  different,  my  Lord;,  are  the  circumflances  of  thofb  who 
are  now  invited  to  throng  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  ftun  us  with 
(depofitionG  and  difcoveries.  They  are  men  fupiMfed  criminal  by  the 
indemnity  which  is  of&red  them ;  and  by  Ae  nature  of  their  crinuf 
it  is  made  at  leaft  probable,  that  they  are  in  daily  hazard  of  difcovery ; 
and  punishment,  from  which  they  are  fummoned  to  fet  themfelvcs 
free  forever,  by  accuAog  a  man  of  whom  it  has  not  been  yet  proved 
diat  be  can  legally  be  called  to  a  trial. 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  in  the  law  which  the  aoble  Duke  has  men- 
noned  as  a  precedent  for  this  bill,  the  accufcr  is  only  placed  in  a 
ktnd  of  equilibrium,  equally  fecurr  from  punifhment,  by  filenceor 
by  information,  in  hope  that  the  love  of  truth  audjuflice  will  turn  tbe 
balance ;  in  the  bill  now  before  us  the  witnef^  js  in  continual  danger 
by  withholding  his  evidence,  and  is  reftored  to  perfcil  fafety  by  be- 
coming an  accufer,  and  irora  making  difcoveriei,  whether  true  or 
felfe,  has  every  thing  to  hope  and  nothing  to  lear. 

The  neceJIity  of  punifliing  wtckcdncfs  has  been  urged  with  great 
flrtngth  }  it  has  been  unanfwerably  Ihewn,  by  the  advocates  for  this 
bill,  that  vindiiSivejuftice  is  of  the  higheft  importance  CO  the  hapjMnefs 
of  the  public,  and  that  thofe  who  may  be  injured  with  impunity,  are 
In  reality  denied  the  benefits  of  fociety,  and  can  be  faid  to  live  in  th* 
flate  of  uncivili^d  nature,  in  which  the  ftrong  muft  prey  upon  the 
weak. 

This,  my  Lords,  has  been  urged  with  all  the  appcarapce  of  con- 
vidion  and  lincerity,  and  yet  has  been  urged  by  thofe  who  are  pro^- 
viding  a  fhelter  fot  the  moft  enermous  villainies,  and  enabling  mca 
who  have  violated  every  precept  of  law  and  virtue,  to  bid  de6ancc 
to  juftice,  and  to  fit  at  eafe  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  acquifitions. 

And  what,  my  Lords,  is  the  condition,  upon  which  wickedncfa 
JS  to  be  fet  free  from  terror,  upon  which  national  juftice  is  to  be  dif- 
xrmed,  and  the  betrayers  of  public  counfels,  or  the  plunderers  of  pub> 
lie  treafure,  qualified  for  new  trufts,  and  fet  on  a  leVd  with  un- 
uinted  fidelity  F  A  condition,  my  Lords,  which  wretches  like  tbefc. 
will  very  readily  accept,  tbee^fy  terms  of  information  and  of  perjury. 
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TTiej-  are  required  only  to  give  evidence  againA  a  man  marked  out 
for  deflru^ioii,  and  the  guilt  of  partaking  in  bis  crimes  is  to  be- 
effaced  by  the  merit  of  concurring  in  his  ruin. 

It  has  indeed  been  a  method  of  detection,  frequently  employad 
igainft  houle-breakcrs  and  highwaymen,  to  proclaim  a  ^pardon  for 
him  that  Iball  conviA  his  accomplices ;  but  furely,  my  Lords,  this  . 
pradice  will  not  in  the  prcfent  queftion  be  mentioned  as  a  precedent. 
Surely  it  will  not  be  thought  equitable  to  level  with  felons,  and  with 
thieves,  a  perfon  diftlnguibed  ,by  his  rank,  his  employments,  ha 
abilities,  and  hn  fervices ;  a"  perfon,  whefe  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign 
has  never  been  called  in  quefiion,  and  whofe  fidelity  to  his  country 
lusatleaft  never  been  difproved.  , 

Thefe  are  meafures,  my  Lords,  which  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will 
nerer  concur  to  promote ;  mpafurcs  not  fupported  cither  by  law  oc 
juffice,  or  enforced  by  any  exigence  of  al^irs,  but  di£Uted  by  perfe- 
CDtion,  malice  and  revenge;  meafures  by  which  the  guilty  and  the 
innocent  may  be  defhoyed  with  equal  fecility,  and  which  mull  there* 
hn  tend  to  encourage  wicjccdnel^  as  they  deflroy  the  fecurity  of 
virtue. 

Lord  Cartskit  then  role,  and  fpoke  to  (he  following  efie^ :—  . 
My  Lords,  I  have  fo  long  honoured  the  abilities,  and  fo  often  con- 
cuned  with  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  who  began  the  debate, 
that  I  cannot  without  unufual  concern,  rife  up  now  to  fpeak  in  op- 
pofilion  to  him ;  nor  could  any  other  principle  fupport  me  under  the 
apparent  difadvantage  of  a  contcll  fo  unequal,  but  the  confcioufnefs 
of  upright  intentions,  and  the  concurrence  of  the  whole  nation. 

I  cannot  but  conlider  myfelf  on  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  as  the 
adrocate  of  the  people  of  Britain,  who,  after  continued  oppreffiohs, 
ItJIes,  and  indignities,  after  having  been  plundered  and  ridiculed, 
han-afied  and  infulted  for  complaining,  have  at  length  flattered  them- 
lelves  dut  they  fliould  have  an  opportunity  of  appealing  ta  our  bar  for 
JQ&icc,  aiid  of  fecuring  themfelves  from  future  injuries,  by  the 
paniHunent  of  thofe  that  had  fo  long  trlumi^ed  in  their  guilt,  pro- 
ebined  their  defianee  of  jufKcc,  and  declared  that  the  laws  were 
■■de  only  for  their  fecurity. 

The  expedations  of  the  people  have  been  Iruftrated  by  the  unex- 

peAed  obllinacy  of  the  agents  of  wiclcednefs,  by  a  plea  that  was 

ixver  -nude  uis  <^  fQt-iht  fame  purpofe  before,  againft  which  the 
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kaown  laws  of  the  nation  baye  provided  no  remedy,  aqd  which  yoiu 
Lordfbipi  are  therefore  now  called  upon  to  overthrow- 
That  the  nation  calls  lou41y  for  an  enquiry,  that  the  mirapplicatioa 
of  the  public  treafure  is  un^verfally  fufpefted,  and  that  the  perlbn 
mentioned  in  the  bill  is  believed  to  be  the  chief  author  of  that  raUr  - 
application ;  that  at  leaft  thofe  who  bave  fquandered  it  have  a&dby 
bis  authority,  and  been  admitted  to  truft  by  his  recomnienilatio% 
and  that  he  is  tbcrefoic  accountable  to  the  public  ibr  thetr  condu^  I 
ihall  fuppole  cannot  be  denied. 

The  nation,  my  Lords,  has  a  right  to  be  gisuified  In  their  demands 
of  an  enquiry^  whatever  be  the  foundation  of  their  fufpicions ;  lincc 
it  is  maliifeft  that  it  can  produce  no  other  efli^  than  tbofe  of  givii^ 
new  lufiic  to  tnnoccnce,  andquieting  the  clamours  of  the  pestle,  if 
it  fhould  be  found  that  the  government  has  been  admioiflered  with 
honeAy  and  ability ;  and  it  is  not  lets  evident  that,  if  the  general 
opinion  is  well  grounded,  if  oui  intereft  has  been  betrayed,  and  that 
n>oney  employed  only  to  corrupt  the  nation  which  was  railed  for  tbe 
defence  of  it,  the  fevereft  punilbmeiu  ought  to  be  in£idei^  that  all 
future  minifters  may  be  deterred  &om  the  fame  crimes  by  exemplai]^ 
vengeance.. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  an  enquiry  uppcus  upon  every  fuppolition  ule- 
ful  and  neccflary  ;  but  I  cannot  comprehend  how  it  can  be  profecuted 
by  any  other  method,  than  that  of  propoling  aa  indemnity  to  thi^ 
who  Qiall  make  dlfcoveries. 

Every  wiclced  meafure,  my  l-^rds,  muH  involve  in  guilt  all  who 
are  engaged  in  it ;  and  how  eafily  it  may  be  concealed  from  every 
other  perfon  may  be  fhewn  by  an  example  of  a  crime,  which  no  man 
will  deny  to  have  Cometiines  exilled,  and  which  in  the  opinion  of  moft 
is  not  very  uncommon  in  this  age. 

It  will  be  allowed,  at  leall,  that  on  fome  occaTions,  when  ^ 
f^ivourite  begins  to  totter,  when  flrong  objc3ions  are  raifed  agaiaft 
the  continuance  of  a  ftanding  army,  when  a  convention  requires  the. 
ratilication  of  the  legifiaturc,  or  fome  fatal  Addrefs  i;  propofedtob» 
prcft;nted  to  the  Crown,  a  pecuniary  reward  may  (omedmes  be  o& 
fered,  and  though  tliat,  indeed,  be  a  fuppofition  more  difficult  to  ba. 
adiiiiitcd,  fometimes,  however  rarely,  accepted. 

In  cj'.is  calc,  my  Lords,  none  but  he  that^ives.and  be  that  receive* 
the  bribe  ca^  be  conlcious,  of  it  |  at  moft  ve.  caa  only  fiippolh  an  in- 

teiTeiiiii| 
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tavtmag  agent  to  have  aoy  knowledge  of  it ;  and  if  even  be  is  fid-' 
nuned  to  the  fecret  fo  fis  to  be  able  (o  make  a  legal  dili:ove[y,  diere 
nuftbBlbme-defedof  cunning  in  the  princ^ialt,  Let.us  confidcr 
from  tiUch  of  tbeic  any  difcovciy  caa  be  probaUy  expeS^pd,  or  what 
leafon  can  be  allcdgcd,  for  which  cither  fliould  expofe  himfelf  ta 
puniflunent  for  the  lake  (rf  ruining  his  aflbciate. 

It  it  therefore,  mj  Lords,  pl^in  from  this  ioftance,  that  mtbout 
die  cmfeffion  of  fooie  guilty  perfon,  do  difcovery  can  be  made  of  ' 
tkofe  Climes  which  are  mofl  detrimental  to  our  happinefs,  and  moft 
dai^ifKu  to  our  liberties.  It  is  apparent  that  no  man  will  difcsver 
bis  own  guUt ;  while  Aere  remains  any  danger  of  fufiering  by  his 
confeffian,  it  is  ceitain  that  fuch  crimes  wiU  be  committed,  if  tbtf 
aic  not  difcouraged  by  the  fear  of  punifbrnent,  and  it  cannot  tberdwo 
be  denied  diat  a  proclamation  of  indemnity  is  necellary  to  their 


This,  my  Lords,  it  not,  as  it  has  been  aUedgcd,  a  method  ww 
known  to  our  conftitution,  as  every  man  that  reads  tbe  commoa 
papera  will  eafily  difcover.  I  doubt  if  there  hat  been  &ir  many  years 
a  iiagle  moi^  in  which  fbmc  reward,  as  well  as  indemnity,  has  not 
bee(i  promifed  to  any  isan,  wbo,  having  been  engaged  in -a  robbery, 
would  difcover  his  confederates ;  and  furely  a  method  that  is  daily 
faE6ki  &r  the  fecurity  of  priva»  property,  may  be  very  rationally 
aod  juftly  adtq^ted  by  the  legiflature  for  the  prefervation  of  the  hap- 
psdt  and  the  prc^wty  of  the  public. 

The  puniflunent  of  wickednefs,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  eflential  parts  of  good  government,  and  in  reali^  the  chief  pur. 
pafie  for  which  fociety  is  inllitmed ;  for  how.  will.that  fociety  in  which 
any  individual  may  be  plundered,  inllavsd,  and  murdered  without 
•dreft  aod  without  puniljhmenti  di&r  from  the  ftate  of  cormpo 
oatwe,  in  which  the  ftroogeft  muA  be  abfoluee,  and  right  and  power 
alwi^  the  fame; 

That  oooltitutioi),  therefore,  which  has  not  provided  (n  the 
pmuJbment,  and  preyiouflyfor  the  difcovery  of  guilt,  ia  fo  far  in  > 
Sitt.of  imperie^on,  and  requires  to  be  flrengthcned  by  new  provi« 
fions.  This,  my  Lords,  is  far  from  being  our  ftate,  for  we  have 
ifi  our  bands  a  metbod  of  detci^ng  the  moft  powerful  criminals,  a 
fDtfbod  in  itieif  agreeable  to  reafan,  recommeilded  by  the  practice  o< 
oui  pre4eceflbrs,  aod.now  approved  once  more  by  the  fim^oo  of  OM 
fit  tbe  braqphfis  «f  the  hcifltture, 
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The  objeflions  which  have  on  this  occafion  been  made  againft  it, 
arc-  fuch  as  no  taw  can  efcape,  and  which  therefore  can  have  no 
weight ;  and  itis  no  fmall  confirmation  of  the  expediency cJ  it  thu; 
they,  by  whom  it  has  been  oppofed,  have  not  been  able  to  attack  it 
jwith  ftronger  reafons,  from  which,  if  wecoididcr  their  abilities,  we 
ftall  be  convinced,  that  nothing  has  tecured  it  but  the  power  of  trudi. 

It  is  enquired  by  the  noble  Lord,  how  wc  fliall  diftinguiOi  true 
fivm  falfe  evidence ;  to  which  it  may  be  very  readily  anfwered,  that 
we  {hall  diftinguifl)  them  by  the  Tame  means  as  on  any  other  occafion, 
by  comparing  the  allegations  and  confidering  how  every  mtneft 
agrees  with  others  and  with  himfelf,  how  hr  his  aflerdons  are  ia 
themftlves  probable,  how  they  axe  confirmed  or  wealcencd  by  known' 
circumftances,  and  how  fu  they  are  invalidated  by  the  contrary 
evidence. 

We  flial],  my  Lords,  if  we  add  our  fiuidion  to  this  bill,  di(i»vcr 
when  any  man's  accufation  is  prompted  by  his  interefl',  as  we  might 
know  whether  it  was  didated  by  his  malice. 

It  has  been  aflod  alfo,  how  any  man  can  afcertain  his  claim  to  the 
indemnity?  To  which  it  may,  be  eaiily  replied,  that  by  giving  lus 
evidence  be  acquires  a  right,  dll  that  evidence  fliall  be  proved  ta 
be&li^ 

The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  fume  time  ago,  and  whole  abilities  and 
qualities  are  fuch,  that  I  cannot  but  elteem  and  admire  him,  even 
when  conviction  obliges  me  to  oppofe  him,  has  propofed  a  cafe  in 
which  he  fecms  to  imagine  that  a  murderer  might  fecure  himfelf  firom 
punlfiiment,  by  connecting  his  crime  with  fome  tnin(ii^on  in  which 
the  Earl  of  Orfbrd  Ihould  be  intcrefled.  This  cafe,  my  Lords,  is 
fufiiciently  improbable,  nor  is  it  eafy  to  mention  any  method  of  trial 
in  which  fame  inconvenience  may  not  be  produced,  in  tha  indeBnite 
complications  of  circumflances,  and  unforefeen  relations  of  events. 
Jt  is  known  to  have  happened  once,  and  cannot  be  known  not  to  have 
happened  often,  that  a  perfon  accufed  of  murder,  was  tried  by  a  jury 
of  which  the  real  murderer  was  one.  Will  not  ttus  then  be  an  ail- 
ment againfl  the  great  privilege  of  the  natives  d*  this  empire,  a  trid 
hy  their  equali  P 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  murderer  would  not 
he  indemnified  by  this  bill,  fince  he  did  not  commit  the  crime  by  the 
dircJlion  of  the  perfon  H^m  he  is  fuj^oied  to  accufe ;  nor  would  it 
have  any  ncccJlary  connection  with  bis  conduCt,  but  might  be  fup-' 

prefied 
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fK&d  in  the  accufaiion,  without  any  diminution  of  the  force  (d  tbe 

icvidntce.     A  man  will  not  be  fufFcred  to  introduce  bis  urcidgtioD 
with  an  account  of  all  the  villanies  of  his  whole  Ufc,  but  will  he 
nquired  to  confine  his  teftimony  to  the  affair  opoa  which  he  if 
I    cximined. 

The  Committee,  my  Lords,  willdiftinguilh  between  tbe  crimet' 
perpetrated  by  the  diredion  of  the  Earl  of  Orford,  and  thde  of 
mother  Icind.  And  ftould  an  enormous  criminal  give  fuch  evidence, 
as  the  noble  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fuppofc,  he  may  be  indemnified  for 
the  bribery,  but  will  be  hanged  for  the  mnrder,  notwitbftanding  amj 
thing  in  this  bill  to  the  contrary. .  '  , 

It  has  been  infifted  on  by  the  nobte  Lorde,  who  have  fpoke  againft 
At  bill,  that  no  crime  is  proved,  and  therefore  there  is  no  foundattoa 
fm  it.    But,  my  Lords,  I  have  always  thought  that  the  profufton  <i 
the  public  money  was-a  crime,  and  there  is  evidently  a  very  large  fait 
expended,  of  which  no  account  has  been  given ;  and,  what  more 
Kjrfy  relates  to  the  prefent  queftion,  of  which  no  account  hat  ever 
Ixea  demanded. 
On  (hit  occafion,  my  Lonb,  an  afiertion  has  been  alledged,  which 
;  w  peribn^  regard  Ihalt  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  bear  widiout  dif- 
I  puting  it,  fince  I  think  it  is  of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency,  and 
:  HnGipperted  by  reafon  or  by  law.     It  is  alledged,  my  Lords,  that  the 
Citil  Lift  is  not  to  be  confidercd  as  public  money,  and  that  the  na- 
tion has  diercfore  no  claim  to  enquire  how  it  is  diftributed ;  that  it  is 
giTen  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  that  only  bis  Majefty 
(an  adt  the  reafon  of  any  failures  in  the  accounts  of  it. 

I  have  on  the  contrary,  my  Lords,  hitherto  underftood,  that  alt 
ws  public  money  which  was  given  by  the  public.  Tbe  prelent  con- 
oition  rf  the  Crown  is  very  different  from  that  of  our  antient  monarchs, 
«io  fupportcd  their  dignity  by  their  own  eftatei.  I  admit,  my 
LoHs,  that  they  might  at  pleafure  contrail  or  enlarge  their  ex- 
peiicet, '  mortgage  or  alienate  their  lands,  or  beftow  prefcnts  and 
penTions  without  controul. 

It  is  indeed  cxprelled  in  tbe  a£t,  that  the  grants  ef  iheCtvil  LiQ  are 
without  account,  by  which  I  have  hitherto  underflood  only  that  the 
f™  total  isexemptfrom  account;  not  that  the  miniilers  have  a  right 
to  employ  the  Civil  Lift  to  fuch  pufpofes  as  they  fcall  think  moft 
tondiicive  to  their  private  viewf.  For  if  it  fliould  be  granted,  not 
pily  (tut  the  nation  has  no  rigltt  to  kno#  how  the  wMr  it  expended. 
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v^di  is  Ae  wtmeft  thkt  can  be  aHowd,  or  to  dircA  tbe  a[^icatit» 
«f  any  put  of  it,  which  is  very  difpuubk,  yet  it  cerulnly  has  a 
daim  M>  Hk^  in  iriut  nuumsr  it  ihall  mt  be  apfdiod,  and  to  provi<lB 
lHat  boroughs  are  not  corrupted  under  pietence  of  promoting  tfa* 
dignity  of  the  Crown. 

The  corruption  Of  boroughs,  my  Lords,  ic  one  of  die  grcateft 
Climes  of  which  any  man  under  our  conftitution  is  capable  j  it  is  to 
COTiupt  ii  once  the  fountain  and  the  ftream  of  government,  to  polfon 
fbe  whole  nation  at  once,  and  to  mabe  the  people  wicked,  that  the| 
■iay  Mifed  the  Houfe  of  Commuis  with  wicked  repretentatives. 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  crimes,  the  fu^icion  of  which  incited  the 
Cotnnoftt  to  a  public  enquiry,  in  which  they  have  been  able  to  pro^  . 
cced  fo  &r,  as  to  prove  that  the  public  difcontent  was  not  wrthool 
•aufe,  and  that  fuch  arts  had  been  pra&ifed,  as  it  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fuft  to  the  public  fecurity,  to  doted  and  pmiifli. 

Tiity  ^refore  purfued  their  examina^on  with  a  degree  of  ardouf 
proportioned  to  tbe  importance  of  the  danger  in  which  every  man  ii 
mvolved  by  the  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  coofticntion  } 
but  tbey  found  tbemlelveg  obftruded  by  the  fubtilty  of  fome  nho 
confcfied  only  that  tbey  were  guilty,^  an^  determined  to  be  f«tfaful  n 
their  accooipUces  and  themlelves. 

A  farther  enquiry,  my  bords,  was,  by  this  unforefcen  evafion, 
made  impolBble ;  the  ultimate  and  principal  agent  is  iheltered  froot  . 
tholaw  by  his  guard  of  mercenaries,  wretches  who  are  contented  to 
ba  infiunous,  if  they  can  continue  to  he  ricli,  and  value  themfelves 
on  their  adherence  to  their  mafler,  while  they  are  confpiring  to  ruia 
fheir  ceuiury. 

Tbe  nation,  my  Lords,  in  dte  mean  time,  j  nftly  applies  for  redrefr 
to  tbe  power  of  the  tegiflature,  and  to  its  wifdom  for  methods  of  pro- 
curing it  by  law.  The  Commons  haye  complied  with  their  impor- 
tuiuties,  atid  propo{e  to  your  Lordfhips  the  bill  b^ore  you,  a  bill  fot 
pakJog  a  public  eoquiry  poffible,  and  for  bringing  a  mioifter  witbia 
reach  of  the  law, 

Oq  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  ite  are  upbraided  with  our  own  de- 
clarations, .that  the  perfon  nKntionul  in.  this  bill  would  quickly  find 
accufcrs,  whenhefliDuld  be  divefted  ofhia  authority.  Behold  bieft 
BOW,  hy  his  advocates,  reduced  fpom  Ms  envied  couneecfe,  ati4 
placed.  9a  a  level  with 'his  fimow-fubje£tfrl  bdwU  him  no  longer  tin 
^dbuto  ^^axtgieffttvUsit  wtttt  idiftmffft  of  tbe^i^UiaweiiuMLj  ^ 

•      '     ■        ■  ♦       ■    ■'. Google      "^ 
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Vm  divefied  of  all  fecnrity,  but  tiiat  of  uinoccoe«i  and  ]Fet  no  ac- 
vatttioos  are  produced  I 

This,  my  Lords,  is  a  topic  fo  fruitful  of  panegyrii;,  and  fitb^ilj 
idifted  to  the  imagination  of  a  perfon  long  ufed  to  cdcfarate  the 
vitionandiDtegrity  ofmiaifters,  tlat^  were  not  the  prefent  queftioit 
if  too  great  importance  to  admit  of  falfe  conccffions,  I  fhouldfufiix' 
ittoreraain  without  controVerfy. 

Bat,  my  Lords,  thit  is  no  time  for  criminsl  indulgence,  ud  then^ 
fvi  I  fluU  annihilate  this  fhort-Uved  triumph  by  obCtrring,  that  t« 
beoutof  place,  isnot  necellarily  to  be  oucof  power;  a  mintfter  m^ 
ittaia  Ui  influence,  who  has  rctigned  his  employment ;  he  may  flill 
retain  the  favour  (^  his  PHnee,  and  pollers  him  with  a  falfe  opinion* 
that  lu  can  ody  f«cur«  his  authority  by  protcding  him ;  or,  vAm 
^c  if  equal  reafon  to  AifpeA*  his  fucceflars  may  be  afraid  of  coa- 
curring  in  a  law  which  may  herealter  be  revived  againft  themfetvcs^ 

It  may  be  urged  farther^  my  Lords,  diat  he  cannot  wiA  great  pro. 
prie^  be  laid  to  have  no  power,  who  fees  dw  legiflature-  crowded 
nth  nen  tkat  are  indebted  to  his  favour  for  thnr  rank  and  their 
ibrtiuics. 

Such  a  man  may  bid  defiance  to  enquiry,  vith  confideflce  produced 
^  IcGurily  rery  difiercnt  from  that  of  innocence ;  he  may  dqxnd 
400  die  fecrecy  of  tbola  whom  he  ba*  perhaps  chofen  for  no  odtdr 
"ituct  be  may  know  that  common  danger  will  unite  them  to  biait 
ud  that  tbpy  cajinot  abandon  him  without  expofing  diemfelves  to  th« 
Aaecet^urcs. 

Thsfe  fecuriiics,  ny  Lords,  the  fortifications  of  the  )aft  retmt  of 
vickednefi,  remain  now  to  be  broken,  and  the  nation  expeSt  iH  fate 
fn»  our  determinadons,  which  will  either  fecure  the  libcnicfr  of  our 
po&rity  from  vicdatioii,  by  (hewing  that  no  degree  of  power  cw. 
IMter  thoTe  who  Iball  invade  them,  or  that  oar  conftitution  a  ftr- 
nnd  at  diis  period,  and  that  all  ftruggles  for  its  continuance  will  bf 
lait. 

Im  w  not,  my  Lords,  combine  witb  the  public  enemies*  let  u 
"*  give  the  nadoo  realbn  to  believe  diat  this  Houle  is  infe^ed  with 
ocGoMagion  of  venality,  that  our  honour  is  become  an  empty  ratmt^ 
n4  dnt  the  examples  of  our  anceftors  have  no  other  cSeSt  upon  us 
ttaato  raife  the  price  of  perfidy,  and  enable  us  to  £;U  our  country  tt 
•  hi^iate. 

Let 
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Let  us  remember,  my  Lordt,  Aat  power  is  fupported  by  opiiuwi, 
and  that  the  reverence  of  the  public  cannot  be  prcftrved  but  by  n^ 
jiiflice  And  i&ive  bcncficcace. 

For  this  realbii,  I  am  far  from  granting;  that  we  ought  to  be 
cautious  of  charging  thole  with  crimes  who  have  the  honour  of  a  feat 
amongft  us.  In  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  we  ougbt  to  be  watchf^ 
againft  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  wickednc^  in  our  own  body,  we  ought 
to  eje£t  pollution  from  our  walls,  and  prelcrve  that  power  for  which 
irnie  appear  ib  anxious,  by  keeping  our  reputation  pure  and  ub« 
tainted. 

It  is  therefore  to  little  purpoTe  objected,  that  there  is  no  eerpiti 
ielUli;  for  even,  though  it  were  true,  yet  while  there  is  a  ctrpn 
ft^iciotdsy  then  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  for  our  own  honour^  nor 
can  either  law  or  rcafon  be  pleaded  againfl  it. 

I  cannot"  therefore  doubt,  that  your  Lordfbips  will  endeavour  to 
do  juftice  i  that  you  will  facilitate  the  produtSion  of  oral  evidence,  left 
all  wriucn  proofs  (hould  be  deftroyed }  that  you  will  not  dcfpife  the 
vnited  petition  of  the  whole  people,  of  which  I  dread  the  confe* 
quence ;  nor  reject  the  only  expedient  by  which  their  fears  may  be 
diffipated,  and  their  happinels  fecured. 

Lord  Hardwickb  fpoke  next  in,  the  f<^wiag  mamiter:^My 
Lords,  after  having,  with  an  intention  uninterrupted  by  any  foreign 
confiderations,  and  a  mind  intent  only  on  the  difcovery  of  truth, 
examined  every  argument  which  has  been  urged  on  either  lide,  I 
Ihinit  it  my  duty  to  declare,  that  I  have  yet  difcovered  no  reafba 
which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  prevail  upon  us  to  ratify  the  bill  that  is 
now  before  us. 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  defended  it,  appear  to  reafon  more 
upon  maxims  of  policy,  than  rules  of  law,  or  principles  of  jufttce; 
•nd  fcchi  to  imagine,  that  if  they  can  prove  it  lo  be  expedient,  it  it 
notneceflary  to  Ihew  that  it  is  equitable. 

How  far,  my  Lords,  they  have  fuccccdcd  in  that  argument  wfaidi 
Aey  have  moft  laboured,  1  think  it  not  neceflary  to  examine,  becaute. 
i  have  hitherto  accounted  it  an  incontcftable  maxifn,  that  wbeoevet 
intcrcfl  and  virtue  arc  in  competirion,  virtue  is  always  to  be  preferred. 

The  nohle  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  in  this  debate  has  proved  the  un- 
tcafonablenefs  and  illegality  of  the  methods  propoftd  in  this  bill,  b»« 
yond  the  poflibility  of  coi\futation  \  he  has  (hewn  chat  diey  are  in- 

confilteia 
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Bu£fient  iritb  tin  Uw>  and  that  tbe  Jaw  is  founded  upon  itafon :  he  has 
irovcd,  diat  tbc  bill  fuppc^  a  ciiminal  previous  to  the  crime.  Cum-    ' 
[  mm  tt»  man  to  a  trial,  and  then  enquires  for  what  oStince. 

Nor  has  be,  my  Lords,  confined  himfelf  to  a  dete^on  of  the  ori- 

ptal  iek&,  the  uncertainty  of  any  crime  committed,  but  has  pro- 

i   ceeded  to  prove,  that  upon  v^atever  fuppofition  fc  proceed,  the  bill 

'   ii  UDequiuble,  and  of  no  other  tendency  than  to  multiply  grievances, 

ud  eftablifli  a  precnient  of  oppreffioa.     . 

For  this  purpofe  be  has  fliewn,  that  no  evidence  can  be  procured. 

I  tf  tUs  bill,  becaufe  all  thofe  who  Iball,  upon  the  encouragement 

prapdcd  in  it,  ofler  information,  muft  be  conGdered  as  lured  wit- 

oeflet,  to  whom  no  credit  can  be  given,  and  who  ther^ore  ought 

not  to  be  heard. 

Hit  Loidllup  alfo  proved,  that  we  cannot  pafs  this  bill  without 
dinuailhiDg  our  right,  beftowing  new  powers  upon  the  Commons, 
Goofinning  fome  of  their  claims  which  are  moft  dubious,  nor,  bjr 
nnfequence,  without  violating  the  conflitution. 

To  all  thefe  arguments,  arguments  drawn  from  die  moft  impor- 
tant coniiderationE,  enforced  by  the  ftrongeft  reafoning,  and  ex- 
plained  with  the  utmoft  perlpicuity,  what  has  been  replied  ?  How 
Ittie  aay  of  his  aflertions  been  invalidated,  or  any  of  bis  realbnt 
.  dudedf  How  has  it  been  fhewn  that  there  is  any  foundation  for  a 
rriouaaj  chaise,  that  witnelles  thus  procured  ,ought  to  be  heard,  of 
tbt  our  rights  would  not  be  made  disputable  by  confirming  the  pro- 
i  ttediogi  of  die  Commons  i 

It  has  been  anfvrered  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  though  there  ii  not 
;  CtTfia  DtlUity  there  is  Carpus  Sufpuhnis._  What  may  be  the  forc« 
I  sf  this  argument  I  cannot  fay,  becaufe  I  am  not  afliamed  to  own, 
i  tkati  do  not  underftand  the  meaning  of  the  words.  I  very  well  un- 
'  'trftand  what  is  meant  by  Corpus  DeS£}!,'Ani  fo  does  every  other 
I  Lord  J  it  is  uoiverftJly  known  to  mean  the  iedj  tf  an  tfftnci  j  but  at 
I  .to  the  words  Corpus  SuJ^ciams.,  I  do  not  comprehend  what  ihey 
1  Bcan:  it  is  aa  exprcffion  indeed  which  I  never  before  heard,  an^ 
!  caa  fignify,  in  my  apprehenfion,  nothing  more  than  the  bc<^  of  a 
fiainuy  th^  fubftance  of  fometbing  which  is  itfelf  nothing. 

Snch,  my  Lords,  is  the  principle  of  this  bill,  by  the  confcffion  of 
in  wumefl  and  ableft  advocates ;  it  is  a  bill  for  bunmontng  a  perfon 
t>  t  tria],  againft  whom  no  crime  is  allcdged^  and  againjl  whom  no 
VitMft  wiU  appear  without  a  hiibei 
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For  thit  tbofe  who  ihould  appear  in  coniequence  of  dilt  UH  t9 
eftr  thoir  evideiwte,  ought,  to  bs  confidcrcd  as  bribed,  will  fnrely 
seed  no  proof  to  ^oSe  who  txHiftder,  tha^  bribes  are  not  ccMifined  t» 
money,  and  that  every  man  who  |«oinotcB  his  own  intercft  by  his 
depofitton,  is  fwearing,  norfor  truth  and  juftice,  but  for  hirafcif. 

It  may  be  urged,  and  it  Is,  in  my  opinion,  aH  that  the  moft  fimilfiit 
ioiaginattoo  can  fllggeft  in  fovour  of  diie  ln)t,  tbat  they  are  not  re- 
quited to  accufi;  the  Earl  of  OrC»d,  but  to  gi^  in  their  cvideac* 
concerning  iit  condu^  whetbrr  in  his  favour,  ori^unft  him. 

But  this  argument,  my.  Lords,  however  Ipecious  it  may  (crm, 
ivin  vanidi  of  ilfelf,  if  the  bfll  be  diligendy  c«ifidered,  which  is  cnif 
to  conftr  tndeautity  on  thole,  who  in  the  cowfe  -of  tbeir  evidence 
fliail  difcover  any  of  their  own  crimes  ■,  on  thofe  whofe  tefttmony 
flull  tend  to  fix  Ibmc  charge  of  wickedneft  on  the  Earl  of  Orfoni ; 
iM'  it  cannot  cxfity  be  imagined  how  diofe  who  appear  in  his  fm. 
four,  (hould  be  under  a  neceffity  of  reveafing  any  anions  that  reqiib* 
an  indemnity. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  that  the  bill  can  produce  no  other 
tSeSt  than  th«  of  multiplying  accu&tims,  fince  it  oA«r$  reWanU 
only  to  lliofe  who  are  (up{X>fcd  to  have  been  engaged  in  anjuffifiable 
praAiccs,  and  to  procure  vritnefies  by  tills  method,  is  equally  m^nft 
as  to  propofe  a  public  prize  to  be  obtained  by  fwcarlng  againA  any  of 
your  LordOnpe. 

.  If  witncflet,  are  to  be  porchafcd,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  oficr  an  equl 
price  on  each  fide,  that  though  they  may  be  induced  by  tlis  remtA 
to  ofiir  tbeir  depofltions,  they  maynoe.be  tempted  tvaccufe  r^^er 
than  to  juflify. 

Shoukl  ki^  private  man,  my  Lords,  offer  a  reward  to  any  dutf 
would  give  evidence  ^ainft  another,  without  fpecifying  the  cridie  if 
which  he  is-a^uled,  doubtlefi  he  would  be  conli^red  by  the  laws  at 
this  nation,  as  a  violator  of  the  rights  of  focvcty,  an  open  flanderer,  ; 
M)d  a  dlftuiber  of  mankind ;  and  woidd  immediately^  by  aa  indld- 
Vwnt  or  infonnation,  be  obliged  to  make  &tis&^on  to  the  coot' 
atuai^  which  he  had  o&nded,  or  to  the  perfon  whom  be  htS 
injured. 

It  has,  my  Lords,  I  own,  been  aflerted  by  the  noble  Duke,  tbat 
tbe  public  has  a  right  to  every  nKta's-  evidence,  a  onxim  whicJ  in 
its  proper  ienfi;  cannot  be  denied.  For  it  is  undoubtedly  tfue,  dnT 
tbe  public  has  a  right  to  all  the  affiftuic»  of  every  iadtviduilj  b«i  ic 
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it,  017  Lords,  opoD  (iich  terms  as  lutve  been  eflablifiied  for  the  gene* 
nl  adnntage  of  all ;  on  fucb  terms  ss  the  majority  of  each  fodety 
bat  prefcribed.  But,  my  Lords,  the  majority  of  a  fociety,  .i«hioh  is 
die  true  definition  of  tfae  ptMict  ace  equally  obJ^icd  with  the  fmaUer 
Dumber,  or  with  individuals,  to  the  obfervation  of.  juftice,  and  can- 
not dterefore  prelcribe  to  dificrent  individual  different  conditions. 
Tbey  cannot  decree  that  treatment  to  be  jtift  with  regard  to  o|ie 
iriiich  they  allow  to  fae  cruel  with  reiped  to  another.  The  claims  of 
the  public  are  .founded,  firft  vpon  right,  which  is  invariable ;  a^d 
next  upon  the  law,  iriiich  though  mutable  in  its  own  nature,  is  how* 
e*n  to  be  £>  &r  £xed,  as  that  every  man  may  know  his  own  condi" 
tioiv  his  own  property,  and  his  own  privilege*,  or  it  ceafes  in  efieiEt 
fo  be  law,  it  ceafes  to  be  the  rule  of  government,  or  the  meafure  of 
coadad. 

In  d>c  prelent  cafe,  my  Lords,  the  public  has  not  a  right  to  hire 
erideRCc,  becauii:  the  pid>lic  has  hitherto  fuhliflcd  upon  this  condi- 
tion, among  others,  that  no  man  {ball  fwear  in  his  own  caufc.  T^e 
poblic  has  not  a  right  to  require  from  any  man  that  he  {bauld  beti^y 
hindelf,  bccaufe  every  man  may  plead  that  he  is  exempted  from  that 
demand  by  the  public  faith. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  the  right  of  the  public  is  only  that  right  which 
Ac  public  has  eftabliflicd  by  law,  and  confirmed  by  continual  claims  i 
nor  is  the  claim  of  the  public  from  imJivtduals  to  be  extended  beyond 
its  known  bounds,  except  in  times  of  general  diftrcfs,  where  a  few 
ffluft  neceflarilyfufier  for  the  prefervatiixi  of  the  reft. 

This  neceffity  is  indeed  now  urged,  but  furcly  it  ought  to  be 
fhewn,  that  the  prefent  eircumfhincea  of  afF^rs  differ  from  thofc  of 
any  former  age,  before  it  can  with  any  propriety  be  aflcrted,  that 
meafiircs  are  now  neceHary,  which  no  other  diftieflca,  however  ur- 
gent, (H-  provocations,  however  flagrant,  have  hitherto  produced. 
It  ought  to  be  proved,  that  wicludoefs  had  difcovered  fome  new 
ihelter  fi-om  julHce,  before  new  engines  are  invented  to  fi»ce  it  from 
its  retnat,  and  new  powers  applied  to  drag  it  out  to  puniQiment. 

The  nation  has  fubAftcd,  my  Lords,  fo  many  centuries,  has  oftan 
RCDVCTsd  from  the  lingering  difeale  of  inwafd  corruption,  and  re- 
f^ed  tha  fliodts  of  outward  violence;  it  has  often  been  endangered 
by  comipt  couofel*,  aitd  wtc|t^  machinations,  and  furmoimted 
them  by  .tb«  fi»ce  <^  its  eftaUifikcd  lairs,  without  the  affiftance  of 
temporary  cxpedkntti  at  loaft  without  cxpediesti  like  this,  which 
Vol.  n.  M  nvther 
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neither  la*^  ner  juOice  can  fupport,  and  which  would  in  iticif  be 
lOiore  atrocious  grievance  dian  thofe,  if  Aey  were  real,  which  is 
intend^  to.punilb,  and  might  produce  far  greater  evils  duui  thoft 
which  are  imputed  to  him,  againft  whom  it  is  projeaed. 

It  has  indeed,  m;  Lords,  been  mentioned  by  a  noble  Lord,  in 
much  fofcer  langu^e,  at  a  method  ooiy  of  making  an  enquiiy  pol^ 
fible.  The  poffibility  of  an  enquiry,  my  Lords,  is  a  very  remote 
and  ino&niive  idea ;  but  lUmes  will  not  change  the  nature  of  the 
things  to  which  they  are  applied.  The  bill  is,  in  my  ojuiuon,  cal- 
culated to  make  a  defence  impoffible,  to  deprive  tnoocencc  of  its 
gnard,  and  to  let  loofe  oppreffion  and  perjiny  upcm  the  worid.  It  is 
a  bill  to  dazzle  the  wicked  with  a  prolpe£t  of  fecurity,  and  to  incite 
'  them  to  purchase  an  indemnity  for  one  crime,  by  die  perpetration  of 
another.  It  is  a  bill  to  confound  the  notions  of  right  and  wrong,  to 
violate  the  eflencc  of  our  conftitittion,  and  to  leave  us  without  any 
certain  fecurity  for  our  properties,  or  rule  for  our  anions. 

Nor  are  the  particular  parts  lefs  dcfedivc  than  the  general  fiiun- 
dation ;  for  it  is  full  of  ambiguous  promifes,  vague  ideas,  and  inde- 
terminate cxprefSons,  of  whidi  fome  have  been  ^ready  pardcularixed 
by  the  noble  Lords  that  have  fpokea  on  this  occaiion,  whofe  obfer- 
vations  I  fttall  not  repeat,  nor  endeavour  to  improve ;  but  cannot 
forbear  propofing  to  the  advocatts  for  the  bill  one  ftntence,  that  it 
may  be  explained  by  them,  and  that  at  leaft  we  may  not  pals  whzt 
we  do  not  underlbnd. 

In  the  enquiry  into  the  condud  of  the  Earl  of  Orford,  every  maa, 
as  we  have  already  Teen,  is  invited  to  bring  bis  evidence,  and  to 
procure  an  indemnity,  by  anfwering  fuch  queltions  as  Ihall  be  afted, 
touching  or  coTtcerninr  the  faii  tnqmirj^-  or  relative  therttt.  What  is 
to  be  underflood  by  this  laft  fentencc,  I  would  willingly  be  informed; 
I  would  hear  how  far  the  relation  to  the  enquiry  is  deligned  to  be 
extended,  with  what  other  enquiriit  it  is  to  be  complicated,  and 
where  the  chain  of  interrogatories  is  to  have  an  end. 

When  an  evidence  appears  before  the  committee,  how  can  he  Im 
certain  that  the  queflions  afked  are  relative  ta  the  enquiry  f  How  can 
he  be  certain  that  they  are  fuch  as  he  may  procure  an  indcmnit)r  by 
refolving  ?  Or  whether  they  arc  not  unconneded  with  the  principd 
queftion,  and  therefore  infidious  and  dangerous?  And  to  friiat  power 
mult  he  appeal,  if  he  Ihould  be  profecuted  afterwards  upon  his  own 
confefiion)  ou  pretence  that  it  was  not  rtlaiivi  u  tht  eu^irjf 

D,a,i,3.vGooglc 


A.  1742.3         IMDEMNIFYING    EVIDENCE,  163 

Expreffions  Ulce  thefe,  mjr  Lordg,  if  they  are  not  the  eSc&t  of 
iniJicious  hurry,  and  negligent  animofity,  muft  be  intended  to  vcft 
the  committee  with  abfolute  authority,  with  the  award  of  life  and 
death,  by  leaving  to  them  the  liberty  to  explain  the  ftatute  at  ^eir 
.own  pleafure,  to  c6ntra£t  or  enlarge  the  relation  to  the  controveiTy^ 
to  enquire  wi^out  bounds,  and  judge  without  controul. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  laid  before  you  my  opinion  of  this  bill 
widiout  any  partial  regard,  without  exaggerating  the  ill  confequencci 
diat  may  be  feared  from  it,  or  endeavouring  to  elude  any  reafoning 
byiiluch'  it  has  been  defended.  I  have  endeavoured  to  purfue  the 
a^utaents  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fpolce  £rft,  and  to  fhew  that  it  is 
/bunded  upon  falfe  notions  of  criminal  juftice,  that  it  propofes  irra- 
tional and  illegal  methods  of  trial,  that  it  will  produce  confequences 
fatal  to  OUT  conftitution,  and  cftablifh  a  precedent  of  opprcfSon.  , 

I  have  endeavoured,  in  examining  the  arguments  by  which  the 
Inll  has  been  defended,  to  {hew  that  the  rights  of  the  public  are  af- 
certaioed,  and  that  the  power  of  the  majority  is  to  be  limited  by 
moral  confiderations ;  and  to  prove,  in  difcuffing  its  particular  parts, 
that  it  is  inaccurate,  indeterminate,  and  unintelligible. 

What  efle^  my  enquiry  may  have  had  upon  your  LonUhlps, 
fonrielves  only  can  tell  j  for  my  part,  the  ncceflity  of  dwelling  fo 
long  upon  the  queftiout  has  added  new  flrength  to  my  conviftton ; 
and  fo  dearly  do  I  now  fee  the  danger  and  injuftice  of  a  law  like 
this,  that  though  I  do  not  imagine  myfelf  indued  with  any  peculiar 
degree  <rf  beroifm,  I  believe,  that  if  I  were  condemned  to  a  choice  fi> 
di^gieeable,  I  fliould  more  willingly  fufTer  by  fuch  a  bill  palled  in 
my  own  cafe,  than  confent  to  pafs  it  in  that  of  another. 

The  Duke  of  Arcylb  replied  to  the  following  efie£t: — My 
Lords,  I  am  not  yet  able  to  difcovcr  that  the  bill  now  before  us  it 
either  illegal  or  abfurd,  that  its  interpretation  it  doubtliil,  or  its  pro- 
bable  confequences  dangerous. 

The  indifputable  maxim,  that  tht  putUe  hat  a  right  ta  every  man's 
nidtnce,  hat  been  explained  away  with  much  labour,  and  with  mors 
art  than  a  good  caufc  can  often  require;  We  hare  been  told  of  pub- 
tic  contra^  of  die  rights  of  fociety  with  regard  to  individuals,  and 
the  privileges  of  individuals  with  refped  to  fociety }  w«  have  had 
we  term  oppofed  to  another,  only  to  amufe  our  attention  ^  and  law, 
tuloa,  and  Ibphilliy  have  been  mingled,  till  common  fenfe  wai  toft 
in  the  confufion. 

Ma  -,      But  _. 
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But,  my  Lordif  it  u  eafy  to  dilentangle  all  diis  perplexity  of  idos, 
and  to  fet  truth  free  from  the  IhacUes  of  fophiftry,  byobfeiriog  ttiaf 
,  It  is,  in  all  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  one  of  d>e  iirft  priociplca  o* 
the  conftitntion;  that  the  public  has  a  right,  always  rcfervo},  of 
having  recourfe  to  extraordinary  methods  of  proccG<ling,  vbea.  the 
happinefs  of  the  community  appears  not  fufficiently  fecured  by  tbr 
known  laws. 

Laws  may,  by  thofe  who  have  made  the  ftudy  and  exfJaiution  of 
tbem  the  employment  of  their  lives,  be  dteemed  as  the  great  ftandatd 
of  right }  they  may  be  habitually  reverenced,  and  coafidercd  as  lacred 
in  th^  own  natare,  without  regard  to  the  end  with  which  they  are 
defigoed  to  produce. 

But  others,  my  Lords,  whofe  minds  operate  without  any  impedi- 
ment from  education,  will  cafily  difcovcr,  that  laws  are  to  be  re- 
garded only  for  their  ufe ;  that  tbc  power  vrhich  made  tbem  only  for 
the  public  advantage,  ought  to  alter  or  annul  tbem,  when  ibcy  arc 
no  longer  ferviceablc,  or  when  they  c^rud  thole  effitds  i^ch  tbey 
were  intended  to  promote. 

I  will  therefore,  my  Lords,  flill  aficrt,  that  tbtfaiSe  hat  a  right  la 
gvtry  nan's  tvidtrue  j  and  that  to  rcjeft  any  bill  which  can  have  no 
odier  coDfeqtlcnce  than  that  of  enabling  the  nation  to  afiert  it» 
clainif  to  reconcile  one  principle  of  law  with  another,  and  to  de- 
prive villainy  of  an  evalion  which  may  always  be  uTcd,  it  to  deny 
juflke  to  an  c^prefled  people,  awl  to  concar  in  the  rmn  of  otnr 
country* 

And  farther,  my  Lords,  I  confidently  affirm  it  has  not  been  proved, 
tiiat  this  bill  can  endanger  any  but  die  guilty  %  nor  has  it  been  fiiewa 
-that  k  is  drawn  sp  for  any  other  purpofe  than  that  which  the  noble 
Lord  mentioned,  of  hindering  an  inquiry  Jrvn  ieing  imfeffitU ;  -it 
may  dierefore  joftly  be  required  from  diofe  who  afied,  on  Ms  «>cca- 
fion,  fo  much  tendcrnels  for  liberty,-  Co  many  Atfpicions  of  lemote 
defigns,  andfo  much  zeal  for  our  conftitution,  to  (kmoitftrue,  that 
either  an  enquiry  may  be  carried  on  by  other  means,  or  -^at  an  ai-> 
■  quiry  is  itfelf  fuperfltious  or  improper. 

Though  none  <tf  tbole  who  have  fyoken  againft  theUll  hav«  bMO 

'Willlng'te  expofe  thentlclvcs  to  eniverTal  indignation,  by  declarfsg 

that' they  would  gladly  obftnift  the  progrefe  ofthe  enquiry^  dut 

'  riiey  deiigned  to  throw  a  mift  over  the  public  afittirs,  and  to^  conceal 

ftom  the  people  the  caufes  of  their  miferyj  and  though  I  have  ■• 
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light  to  charge  Aok  who  iitBa  from  me  in  ^inloa  with  intendons, 
which,  as  tiiKj  do  not  avow  them,  cannot  be  proved ;  this  however  I 
«iU  not  fcai  to  affi/m,  that  thore  irtio  are  for  reje^ing  this  method 
tf  enquiry,  would  conAilt  their  honour  by  propofing  fame  other 
•qoifly  efficacious  i  leftitOiould  be  thought  by  Tuch  as  have  not  any 
eppoitunides  of  knowing- Uicir  fuperioriry  to  temptations,  that  thejr 
m  influenced  by  fome  motives  which  they  are  not  willing  to  own, 
and  dat  they  are,  in  fecret,  enemies  to  the  enquiiy,  diough  in  pub- 
Be  dMy  only  condemn  the  method  of  purfuing  it. 

llieDukeof  NewCASTfE  next  rofc,  and  fpoke  to  this  efffca ;— 
My  Lords,  the  arguments  which  have  been  produced  in  defence  of 
(fch*  before  U8,  however  thofc  who  offer  them  may  be  influenced 
hfiiem,  hsTO  made,  hitherto,  very  little  imprcSion  upon  me  ^  my 
•pinion  of  Ae  impropriety  and  illegality  of  this  new  method  of  pro* 
fcottton,  ftill  continues  the  fame  i  nor  can  it  be  expeftcd  Hiat  I 
ftoidd  alter  it,  dlVtfaofe  reafone  have  been  anfwered  which  have  been 
dktti  by  the  noUo  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  in  the  debate. 

The  advocates  for  the  bill  feem  indeed  confcious  of  the  infuffipiency 
•f  tbeir  arpiments,  and  have  therefore  added  motives  of  another 
tiai;  tbey  have  informed  u*,  that  our  power  fubfifts  upon  our  repu- 
titiaii,  and  tfaac  our  repuution  can  only  be  preferved  by  concurring 
jo  die  me^ures  recommended  by  the  Commons  j  they  have  inllnuated 
to  Ds,  that  be  who  obftrui51s  this  bill,  will  be  thought  defirous  to 
Mtn&  the  enquiry,  to  coafpire  the  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  »St 
ja  confederacy  with  public  robbers. 

But,  my  Lords,  whether  the  nation  is  really  exafperated  to  fuch  a 
degree  aa  is  reprefented,  v^bether  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  mankind 
iht  die  public  afiairs  have  been  unfeithfiilly  adminiftered,  and  whether 
Ais  bill  bas  been  didsted  by  a  deCre  of  public  jullice,  or  of  private 
itvenge,  I  bave  not  thought  it  necefiary  to  enquire ;  having  long- 
learned  ta  aft  in  omfequence  of  my  own  conviction,  not  of  the 
QMaioot  of  others,  at  leaft  not  <^  ihofe  who  determine  upon  queftiont 
which  they  cannot  underftand,  and  judge  without  having  ever  ob- 
tained an  opportunity  of  eitamining. 

Sach,  my  Lords,  muft  be  the  opinions  of  die  people  upon  queftiont 
of  policy,  i^inions  not  formed  by  reflections,  but  adopted  from  tboie 
whom  they,  fomedmes  with  very  little  rcafon,  imagine  nearer  fpe^- 
tors  of  ibe  government  than  themfelves,  and  in  whom  they  place  an 
iffiplicit  conitdmce,  on  account  of  (bme  cafual  a£t  of  popularity. 

M  3  '-■'lOBiH      — 
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I  QmU  not,  thererore,  tiiinlc  tbc  demands  of  the  people  a  rule  oC 
eonduft,  nor  fhall  ever  fear  to  incur  their  rcfcntnient  in  dte  proleca- 
tion  of  their  intereft.  I  (hal!  never  flatter  their  paffions  to  obtain 
their  favour,  or  gratify  their  revenge  for  fear  of  their  contempt. 
The  inconftancy,  my  Lords,  of  public  applaufe,  all  of  us  have  ob- 
ierved,  and  many  of  us  havs  experienced ;  and  we  know  that  it  it 
very  far  from  being  always  the  reward  of  merit.  We  know  that 
the  brighteft  character  may  be  eafily  darkened  by  calumny  %  that  thofe 
who  arc  labouring  for  the  welfare  of  the  public,  may  be  eafily  repre- 
leiited  as  traitors  and  opprefTors  i  and  that  the  people  may  quickly  be 
perfuaded  to  join  in  the  accuf-ttion. 

That  the  people,  however  deceived,  have  a  right  to  accufe  whom- 
foever  tbeyfufpe£t,  and  that  their  accufation  ought  to  be  heard,  I  do 
not  deny;  but  furely,  my  Lords,  the  opinion  of  the  people  is  not 
fuch  a  proof  of  guilt  as  will  juftify  a  method  of  profecution  never 
known  before,  or  give  u^  a  right  to  throw  down  the  barriers  of 
liberty,  and  punifli  by  power  thofe  whom  we  caonot  convift 
by  law. 

Let  any  of  your  Lordfhips  fuppofe  himfelf  by  fomc  accident  ex- 
pofed  to  the  temporary  malice  of  the  populace,  let  him  imagine  his 
enemies  iiiflaming  them  to  a  demand  of  a  profecution,  and  then  pro- 
pofing  that  he  {bould  be  deprived  of  the  common  methods  of  defence, 
and  that  evidence  ftould  be  hired  againft  him,  left  the  public  ihould 
be  difappointed,  and  he  will  quickly  difcover  the  unreafonableneJs  of 
this  bill. 

I  fuppofe  no  man  will  deny,  that  methods  of  prolecuUon  intro- 
duced on  one  occafion,  may  be  prai^ifed  \>n  another ;  ^d  that  in 
the  natural  rotations  of  power,  the  fame  meant  may  be  ufed  for  very 
difFcrpnt  ends.  Nothing  is  more  probable,  my  Lords,  if  a  bill  of 
this  kind  Qtould  be  ever  pafled,  in  compliance  with  the  clamours  of 
the  pfople,  to  punilh  minillers,  and  to  awe  the  court,  than  that  ic 
may  in  time,  if  a  wicked  minifter  Qiould  arife,  be  made  a  precedent 
(pr  meafurcs  by  which  the  court  may  intimidate  the  champions  of 
the  people ;  by  which  thofe  may  be  purfued  to  deftnidion,  who  have 
been  guiliy  of  no  other  crime  than  that  of  ferving  their  country  in 
a  manner  which  thofe  who  are  ignorant  of  the  circumftances  of 
affairs,  happen  to  difapprovc. 

The  meafurcs  now  propufed,  my  Lords,  arc  therefore  to  be  r*- 
jcclccl,  bccjufe  it  is  evident  that  they  wil)  dlablifh  a  pKC^dent,  VjT 

which 
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wAtUA  virtue  may  at  any  time  be  oppreflnl,  but  which  can  be  very 
feldom  nece&ry  for  the  dete^on  of  wiclcednefs  ;  ftnce  there  is  no 
probability  that  it  will  often  happen,  that  a  man  really  guilty  of  enor- 
mous crimes  can  (ecure  himfelf  from  difcovery,  or  ccAneA  others 
with  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  cannot  impeach  him  without 
betraying  themfelves. 

But,  my  Lords,  whenever  virtue  is  to  be  pcrfecuted,  whecevef 
falfe  accufations  are  to  be  promoted,  this  method  is  inconte&^ly 
ufeful;  for  no  reward  can  fo  efficacioufly  prevail  upon  men  who  Ian* 
guifli  in  daily  fear  of  public  juftice,  as  a  grant  of  impunity, 

It  may  be  urged,  my  Lords,  I  own,  that  all  enquiries  into  futu* 
rity  arc  idle  fpeculations ;  that  the  expedient  piopofcd  is  proper  on 
the  prefent  occaTion,  and  that  no  methods  of  juftice  are  to  be  fif 
lowed,  if  the  poffibility  of  applying  them  to  bad  purpofcs,  is  a  fuf.> 
iicient  realbn  for  rcje^ng  them. 

But  to  diis,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  anfwered  with  equal  realbn,  that 
every  procefs  of  law  is  likewife  in  fome  degree  defeftive ;  that  the 
con^cations  of  circumdances  are  variable  without  end,  and  there- 
tore  cannot  be  coropriled  in  any  certain  rule;  and  that  we, muft  have 
noeftablUhed  method  of  juftice,  if  we  cannot  be  content  with  futb 
as  may  poffibly  be  fomettmes  eluded. 

And,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  obferved  farther,  that  fcarcely  any 
practice  can  be  conceived,  however  generally  unreafonablc  and  un- 
jvft,  which  may  nt>t  be  (bmctimes  equitable  and  proper ;  and  that  if 
we  are  to  lay  afidc  all  regard  to  futurity,  and  a£t  merely  with  regard 
to  the  prelent  exigence,  it  may  be  often  proper  to  violate  every  part 
of  our  conftitution.  This  Houfe  may  fometimes  have  rejected  bills 
ben^cial  to  the  natipn ;  and  if  this  reafoning  be  allowed,  it  might 
have  been  wife  and  juft  ip  the  Commons  and  the  emperor  to  have 
liiipended  our  authority  by  force,  to  have  voted  us  ufelefs  on  that 
occafion,  and  have  pafled  the  law  without  our  concurrence. 

With  regard  to  the  eftablifhment  of  criminal  profecutions,  as  well 
as  to  our  civil  rights,  we  are,  my  Lcurds,  to  confider  what  is  upon 
the  whole  moft  for  the  advantage  of  the  public ;  we  are  not  to  admit 
prafiices  which  may  be  fometimes  ufeful,  but  mjiy  be  often  perni- 
ciom,  and  which  ftippofe  men  better  or  wifer  than  they  are.  We 
do  not  grant  abfolute  power  to  a  wife  and  moderate  prince,  b^c.iufe 
his  fuccefibrs  may  inherit  his  power  without  his  virtues  ^  w.  .'.:l-  not 
to  ttuft  or  allow  new  methods  gf  profecution  VP?"  an  occ.::>:'n  .-.1 

L    ,l,z<»i:,.,  Google        '" 
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«riiich  they  tatj  &«m  ufeful,  becaufe  tb«jr  may  be  employed  to  pui- 
pofes  very  difierent  from  ihofe  for  which  they  were  introduced. 

Tbui,  my  Lords,  I  have  fbewn  the  impropriety  of  the  bill  now 
before  us,  ufon  the  moft  l^vourable  fiippofition  thvt  can  polfibly  be 
nude ;  a  AippofitioQ  of  the  guilt  of  die  noble  perfon  agaioft  vrhom  it 
is  contrived.  And  furdy,  my  Lords,  what  cannot  even  in  ibat  caff 
be  approved,  muft,  if  we  fuppofc  him  ionocent,  be  detcfied. 

That  he  is  really  innocent,  my  Lords,  that  he  is  only  blackened 
by  calumny,  and  purltied  by  rcfcntmcRt,  cannot  be  more  ftrongly 
proved  than  by  the  nece£lty  to  which  bis  enemies  are  reduced,  of  ufing 
expedients  never  heard  of  in  this  nation  before,  to  procure  accufations 
agaJnfl  him ;  expedients  which  they  cannot  fliew  to  have  been  at 
any  time  necelTary  for  the  puniDmient  of  a  man  really  wkked,  and 
which,  by  bringing  guilt  and  innocence  into  the  fame  danger,  leav^ 
us  at  liberty  to  imagine,  tiiat  he  is  clear  from  the  crimes  imputed  to 
him,  even  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  purfue  him  with  the  fierceft 
refentment^  and  the  loudeft  clamours. 

•  It  may  well.be  imagined,  my  Lords,  Aat  thofe  whom  he  has  fb 
long  defeated  by  his  abilities,  fee  themfelves  now  baffled  by  bis  innoT 
ocnce  J  and  that  they  only  now  perfecute  his  chara&er,  to  hide  the 
true  reafon  for  which  diey  formerly  atuclced  his  power. 
'  I  hope,  my  Lords,'  I  ifaall  be  cafily  forgiven  for  obferving,  that 
rtiis  is  a  teftimony  of  uncorruptcd  greatnefs,  more  illuftrious  than 
»ny  former  miniftcr  has  ever  obtained;  for  when  was  it  known,  xny 
IrOrds,  that  after  a  continuance  of  power  for  twenty  years,  any  mati, 
when  his  conduct  became  the  fubje^  of  public  examination,  was 
without  accufers? 

I  cannot,  for  my  part,  but  congratulate  the  nt^le  perfon  upon  hts 
triumph  over  malice,  malice  affiftcd  by  fubtilty  and  experience,  by 
wealth  and  power,  which  is  at  length  obliged  to  confela  its  impotence,' 
to  call  upon  us  to  affifl:  it  with  new  laws,  to  enable  it  to  oficr  a  re- 
ward for  evidence  againft  him,  and  throw  down  the  lioutidaries  of 
patural  juftlce,  that  he  may  be  harral&d,  cenTured  and  oppreAe4^ 
upon  whom  it  cannot  be  proved  that  he  ever  deviated  from  the  law, 
or  employed  his  power  for  any  other  end  than  the  promotion  of  the 
public  hapj^inefs. 

Had  the  officers  of  the  crown,  my  Lordf,  when  his  inSuence  wat 
reprefented  fo  great,  and  his  dominion  fo  abfolute,  preceded  *uf 
fuch  meafures  for  (lis  defence  j   had  they  propore4  to  filence  his 
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(fponents  by  calling  thetn  to  a  trial,  and  offered  a  ftated  price  for 
icculations  againft  them*  how  loudly  would  they  have  been  charged 
vidi  cfac  moft  flagrant  violation  of  the  Uws,  aod  the  moft  open  diC-  • 
Rgard  of  the  rights  of  nature ;  widt  how  much  vehemence  would  iC 
have  been  urged,  that  tbcy  were  intoxicated  with  their  fuccefs,  and 
tbu  in  the  full  fccurity  of  power  they  thought  themfelves  entitled  to 
IK|Ic£t  the  great  diHin^ions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  determined  to 
cnpioy  the  law  for  the  CMB[detioii  of  thofe  purpofes,  in  which  juftlce 
would  gire  them  no  afiftance. 

I  doubt  not  that  your  Lordlhipa  will  eafily  perceive,  that  this  cen- 
fure  it  equally  juft  in  either  cafe ;  that  you  will  not  allow  any  maa 
to  be  protcated  by  methods  which  he  ought  not  to  have  ufed  in  his 
own  cafe ;  that  you  will  ant  expofe  any  man  to  hardfliips,  from  which  ' 
every  other  member  of  the  community  is  exempt ;  that  you  will  boC 
(aSa  any  man  to  be  tried  by  hired  evidcikce  j  and  that  you  will  not 
condemn  hint  whom  the  law  acquits. 
I  Lord  Bathukst  fpoke  next  in  fub(hnce  as  follows : — My  Lords, 
I  The  queflion  under  our  confideration  has  been  fo  long  and  to  accu-i 
ntejy  debated,  that  little  can  be  added  to  the  ai^uments  on  either  fidc} 
ind  therefbre,  though  I  think  it  oeceflary  on  To  important  an  occaCon 
to  nuke  a  Kdemn  declaiation  of  my  c^inion,  I  Ihall  endeavour  to 
liipport  it,  not  fo  much  by  any  arguments  of  my  own,  as  by  a  reca- 
pitulation and  comparilbn  of  diofc  vrtlich  have  been  already  heard  bj 
your  Lordfliips. 

It  has  not  been  denied,  that  the  punifliment  of  crimes  is  abfolutely 
pecefiiiry  to  the  pubUc  fecurity ;  and  as  ic  is  evident,  that  crimes 
cannot  be  puniihed  unle^  they  arc  detected,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that 
iIk  difcovery  of  wicked  meafures  ought  to  be  in  a  very  great  degree 
the  cate  of  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  government  of  ths 
nation  -,  nor  can  they  better  difchai^e  their  truft,  than  by  defeating 
Aeartilices  of  intrigue,  and  blocking  up  the  retreats  of  guilt. 

This  likewilc,  my  Lords,  is  admitted  with  fuch  reftriSions  as  leea 
tatended  to  preclude  any  advant^e  that  might  be  drawn  from  tho 
>1Vearance  of  a  conceffion ;  for  it  is  urged,  that  guilt  is  not  to  bs 
delcScd  by  any  otethods  which  are  not  juft,  and  that  no  methods  are 
juft  vhjdi  arc  not  ufual. 

The  firft  pofition,  my  Lords,  I  have  no  intention  to  controvert  1 
>i  it  b  not  to  violate  juftice,  but  to  prcferve  it  from  violation,  that 
^  tull  has  been  projeded  of  defended.    £ut,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be 

obferved, 
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oUcrved,  that  they  who  (6  warmly  recommend  the  ftriSed;  adherence 
to  juftice,  fccm  not  fully  to  underftand  the  duty  which  they  urge. 
To  do  jullice,  my  Lords,  'is  to  a£t  with  impatfiality,  to  banifli  from' 
the  mind  all  regard  to  perTonal  motives,  and  to  coiifidcr  every  qucT- 
tion  in  its  whcde  extent,  witbout  fufiering  the  attention  to  be  reftraincd 
to  particular  circumdanccs,  or  the  judgment  ^to  be  obftruftcd  by 
partial  affe^oa. 

This  rule,  my  L«rds,  leems  not  to  have  been  very  carefully  ob- 
ferved  by  the  moll  vehement  advocates  for  juftice  in  the  cafe  before 
u* ;  for  they  appear  not  to  be  folicitous  that  any  fliould  receive 
juftice  but  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  they  do  not  remember, 
that  the  public  has  cried  out  for  juftice  more  than  twenty  years,  for 
juftice  which  has  not  yet  been  obtained,  and  which  can  be  obtained 
only  by  the  method  now  propofed. 

It'is  neocflary,  my  XiOrds,  for  thole  who  are  fo  watchful  againft 
tlie  breach  of  jullice,  to  prove  that  any  means  can  be  unjuft  which 
haire  no  other  tendency  than  the  detc£tion  of  wickedneis,  of  wickcd- 
iiels  too  artful  or  too  powerful  to  be  puniftied  by  the  dommoa  rules 
of  law. 

The  introdudion  of  new  methods  of  prolecution,  is  the  natural 
coniequence  of  new  fchcmcs  of  villainy,  or  new  arts  of  erafion ; 
nor  is  it  neceflary  that  precedents  (hould  be  produced,  when  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  legiflature  concurs  in  acknowledging  die  neccflity  of  ex- 
traordinary meafures.  Though  our  conftitution  is  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree excellent,  I  never  yet  heard  that  it  was  peifed,  and  whatever  is 
not  pcrfed  may  be  improved.  Our  laws,  however  wife,  are  yet 
the  contrivances  of  human  policy ;  and  why  fhould  we  defpair  of 
adding  fomewhat  to  that  which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors  i  Why 
fliould  we  imagine,  that  they  anticipated  every  contingency,  and  left 
nothing  for  fuccecding  ages  i 

I  think,  my  Lords,  with  the  higheft  regard  both  of  our  laws  and 
thofe  by  whom  they  were  enabled,  but  I  look  with  no  Icfs  veneration 
on  this  illuftrious  aflembly  ;  I  believe  your  Lordfliips  equal  toyow 
progenitors  in  abilities ;  and  therefore,  fince  you  cannot  but  outgo 
them  in  experience,  am  confident  that  you  may  make  improvemcntfl 
in  the  ^bric  which  they  have  erefled  ;  that  you  may  adorn  it  witb 
new  beauties,  orftrengthen  it  with  new  fupports. 

It  cannot  at  leaft  be  denied,  that  your  Lordfliips  have  all  the  pov«r 
of  your  anceftors }  and  fince  every  law  was  once  new,  it  ts-certain 

they 
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diej  were  £v  from  iougining  that  there  was  always  %  necefitjr  of 
OKjiiiiing  afwr  precedent.  If  the  argument  drawn  from  the  want 
of  precedents  be  now  of  any  force,  let  it  be  proved  that  its  force  W4S 
Ids  in  any  former  rdgn ;  and  let  it  be  conlidered  how  our  govern- 
ment could  have  attained  its  prefeiit  excellence,  had  this  Houfe,  ia- 
fead  of  applying  to  every  grievance  its  proper  remedy,  been  amufej 
with  turning  over  journals,  and  looking  upon  every  new  emergenc* 
for  precedents,  of  which  it  is  certain  that  there  muft  have  been  a 
time  in  which  they  were  not  to  be  found. 

In  all  regulations  eftabUflied  by  the  legUIature,  it  is  Aifficieot  thai 
diey  do  not  produce  confufion  by  being  inconf:flent  with  former  Uws» 
that  they  unite  eaftly  with  our  conftttution,  and  do  not  tend  to  tba 
embarraflinent  of  the  machine  of  government.  This  confideradon, 
my  Lords,  has  been  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  regarded  by  thofii 
irito  drew  up  ihc  bill  before  us ;  a  bill  of  which  the  noble  Duke  has 
proved,  that  it  will  be  lb  far  from  perplexing  our  judicial  proceed- 
ii^  that  it  will  reconcile  tiie  law  to  itfelf,  and  free  us  from  the 
BtceSty  of  obeying  one  precept  by  the  neglcfi  of  another. 

The  arguments  of  die  noble  Duke  are  fucb  as,  in  my  opinion,  can- 
not be  anfwered,  or  heard  impartially  without  conviAion.  The 
madms  quoted  by  him  are  each  of  them  inconteftably  true ;  they  are 
M  tliis  occallon  incompatible,  and  this  is  the  only  method  by  which 
dicy  can  be  reconciled. 

Nor  has  he  only  {hewn  the  prc^riety  of  the  bill  by  irrefragable 
mfons,  but  has  proved  likewife,  diat  it  is  confiftcnt,  not  only  widi 
fix  conftitudon  of  our  government,  but  with  the  practice  of  our 
aoceftors  j  he  has  Ihewn,  that  it  may  be  fupported  not  only  by  rea- 
lofl,  but  by  bills  of  the  fame  kind,  enaSed  on  occafions  of  fu  lets 
importance, 
^e  has  proved,  my  Lords,  all  that  the  moft  fcrupulous  enquirer 
can  wilh ;  he  has  made  it  evident,  that  the  bill  would  be  prc^r, 
t^HMtgh  it  were  unprecedented ;  be  has  produced  many  precedents  in 
liipport  of  it,  and  has  thereby  evinced,  that  the  only  prelent  queftion  - 
>)  Whether  it  is  juft  i  To  the  precedents  alledged  by  him  it  has 
l>ccn  objeded,  diat  they  differ  m  fome  particulars.  But  when,  my 
Lords,  did  any  two  a^ons,  however  common,  agree  in  every  cir- 
cumftance?  Reladoiu  may  be  complicated  without  enJ,  ar.d  tvcry 
nfw  compUqidon  produces  new  appearances,  \v;\;,::j  i.. ,-...-:,  -;■; 
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always  to  be  dilfcgaided  wli3c  die  conftitueat  printi|iics  mnaia' 
tonvaried. 

If  we  cAnTider  dte  difficulties  in  which  the  opponentfr  of  tht  bill 
have  involved'  themfelves,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  think  well  of  z  caufe, 
which  gives  birth  to  fuch  wild  a&rtions,  add  extravagant  opnioiu. 
The^r  have  firft,  by  requiring  precedents,  determined.  Chat  our  con- 
Aimtion  moft  b<t  hencefbrwanl  for  ever  at  a  ftand ;  and  then,  b^ 
^olanng  that  no  precedents  are  of  any  weight,  in  which  every 
circumihince  is  not  pafallcl.  to  the  cnie  in  debate,  have  debarred  or 
tfottt  the  repetition  of  aAy  occaTional  laW;  they  have  dedsMd, 
akooft  in  plain  terms,  thcmrelvcs  ufdtls,  and  deftroyed  that  author 
jity  at  once,  which  they  fecm  fo  much  afraid  ^  commtuueMaig  tor 
iht  Comimmi. 

But  by  none  of  dieir  arts  of  fubtle  diftin£Uoa,  tny  £.unh»  barn 
Aey  beoA  able  to  evade  the  argument  which  arifes  firan  the  con- 
fbmity  df  this  bill  to  the  common  prai%ce  of  out;  t^oiirtS;  an  arga- 
AenS  which  has  prochiced  no  other  anffrer  than  loud  declanudqat  9 
againll  the  indecency  of  comparing  with  pidopocken  and  higliwsf* 
Kieni  a  nt^leporfon,  a  minifter  of  acknowledged  mettt,  long  grated 
with  the;  favour  of  bis  Sovereign,  and  long  invefted  with  the  bi^beft 
trult. 

1,  my  Lords,  am  very  far  from  pteafii^  myfUf  with  licentiouB  or 
indecent  language  ;  I  am  far  from  envying  any  man  that  exaltation 
which  he  obtains  either  by  good  or  by  bad  aAions  j  and  have  00  in- 
clination  of  levelling  the  perfon,  wholi:  condud  I  delire  to  fee  ex»* 
mined,  with  the  profligate  or  iikuBout.  Yet  I  cannot  forbear  ta 
obferve,  that  high  rank  ia  an  aggravatioa  of  villuny ;  that  to  bare 
enjoyed  the  tavoar  f>f  his  Sovereigh,  is  no  defence  of  him  that  has 
abufed  it ;  and  that  high  truft  is  an  honour  only  to  that  man,  wh(^ 
when  he  lays  down  his  office,  dates  ftand  an  en^iry. 

Had  there  been  no  precedent  in  our  judicial  proceedings,  my  Lopdt, 
which  bore  any  refen^Ianee  to  this  bill,  dxre  would  not  frcm  ibence  ' 
Itave  arifen  any  juft  obje^ion.  Common  proceedings  are  clbdiliAied 
ft>r  common  occaTions ;  and  it  feems  to  have  been  the  fKiKqie  of 
our  anceftors',  that  it  is  better  to  give  ten  guihy  perlims  an  oppor-- 
runity  of  cfcaping  juftice,  than  to  pnoiQl  one  innocent  perfbn  by  aa 
unjuft  fentcnce.  A  principle  which,  perh^,  ought  not  be  aioneoot 
in  common  cales,  in  which  only  one  iodividuiil  wiS  injured  by  hmk 
5  Aer, 
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tber,  or  when  ^  trial  was  by  (be  kw  .cOBuniued  to  ,si  .<Qoin^on  jury, 
iilio  m!^  eafdy  be  iDiflod. 

They  might  lilnwife  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  a  criroijvd,  eacoUr> 
nged  by  a  fgitooate  e&xpt  to  a  rrpetition  of  his  guilt,  would  ua- 
.  doubttdly  Tome  time  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  law,  though  net  cx- 
teaded  on  pnrpofe  to  feixe  turn ;  and  therefore  tbey  conftituted  tbetr 
froceediogs  in  luch  a  maimer,  that  innocence  might  at  leaft  not  be 
entnipped,  though  guilt  fliould  Ibinctimes  gain  a  reprieve. 

fiiu  in  the  prcfeat  cafe,  my  Lords,  every  circumAiutce  require*  a 
difitRDt  conduS.  By  the  crimes  wbich  this  bill  is  Intended  to  de- 
ted,  not  luigle  peifons,  or  private  families,  but  whole  nations,  aw) 
all  trios  of  men  have  long  been  injured  and  oppreflcd,  and  oppreHcd 
mtk  (bch  (iicccfi,  tbat  the  criminal  bas  «o  temptation  to  renew  his 
pradices ;  nor  is  there  any  danger  of  an  erroneous  fentence,  becaufe 
(be  trial  wilt  be  heard  by  this  Houle,  by  peribns  wbofe  integtity  fets 
dmn  above  corruption,  and  wboTe  wifdom  will  not  be  deceived  by 
i^  appearances. 

This  coniideration,  my  Lords,  tifords  an  unaafwerable  reply  to 
Me  who  reprelcnt  riie  bill  as  ill>concerted,  becaufe  the  evidence  to 
W  procured  by  it,  is  the  tsftimony  of  men,  partners,  by  their  own 
canftffiofl,  in  the  crimes  «4iich  they  reveal. 

Every  court,  my  Lords,  examines  the  credibility  of  a  witncfi ; 
and  the  known  corruption  of  thcTe  men  ;nay  be  properiy  pleaded  at 
the  trial,  where  your  Lordfiiips  will  balance  every  circun^nce  with 
ymir  known  impartiality,  and  examine  how  far  every  a&rtion  is 
innlidatcd  by  the  chara&r  of  the  witnefi,  and  how  far  it  is  con- 
firmed  by  a  corroboratory  concurrence  of  known  events,  or  fvpport'- 
ed  by  other  uflimonies  not  liable  to  the  fame  exception. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  ebfcrved  how  quickly  the  clouds  are 
iiparied  with  which  intereft  or  perveifiiners  have  endeavoured  to 
oUinire  the  truth,  and  how  cafily  die  &fongt&  objections  which  the 
gn^Bfl  abilities  could  raife  agaiofl  this  bill  are  confuted,  or  how  ^- 
fitmAy,  when  they  are  clofely  examined,  they  confute  tbemfelves. 

One  of  the  objections  that  require  no  anfwer  is,  that  which  b^S 
beto  nifed  with  r^vd  to  the  extent  o(  the  indemnity  oSer«d  in  the 
UI,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  that  oppofed  it,  otight  -to  be  re- 
'  Anioed  to  particular  peifons.  But  that  it  is  chiefly,  if  not  folely, 
intended  to  be  applied  to  thofe  who  have  refu&d  to  anfwer  tbe  quef- 
l*o«  of  tbe  committee,  I  believe  every  Lord  in.tbif  Houfe  is  fully 
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convinced }  it  was,  however^  iwxSary  to  draw  it  up  io  general 
ternts,  left  other  artifices  might  have  been  employed,  and  left,  hj 
pointing  oiit  particular  perfbns,  opportunity  might  have  been  given 
to  deprive  the  public  of  their  evidence,  by  prevailing  upon  them  to 
withdraw. 

The  bill  was  juftly  ftiled,  by  a  noble  Lord,  a  bill  to  prevent  as 
tnjulry  from  being  i/npiiffible.  The  difficulty  of  enquiries  for  the 
public  is  well  known ;  and  the  difficulty  arifes  chiefly  from  the 
inability  of  the  people  to  reward  their  advocates,  or  their  evidence. 
The  ftate  of  die  court,  my  Lords,  is  very  different ;  the  crown  can- 
not oiily  pardon,  but  advance  ^ole  that  have  on  any  occafion  pro- 
moted its  intereft ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  too  much  power  to  be 
for  once  granted  to  die  pet^e,  if  they  are  empowered  to  throw  a 
fimpte  indemnification  into  the  balance,  and  try  whether  with  the 
flight  addition  of  truth,  and  reafon,  and  jufticc,  it  will  be  able  to 
weigh  down  titles,  and  we^tb,  and  power. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  there  is  danger  left  this  bill  fliould  become 
a  precedent.  I  hope,  my  Lords,  the  fame  occafion  will  not  often 
happen;  and  whenever  it  ftuU  here^ter  occur,  the  precetient  of 
pa0tng  the  bill  will  be  much  lefa  dangerous  than  that  of  rejeding  it. 

I  hope  it  is  not  neceflary  to  fay  more  on  this  occafion ;  yet  I  can- 
not forbear  to  remind  fomc  Lords  of  the  fetal  confequcnccs  whicb 
at  critical  conjun3ures  they  have  often  dreaded,  or  appeared  to  dread, 
from  a  di&grecment  of  this  Houfc  with  the  Commons.     At  thit 
time,  in  which  the  nation  i»  engaged  in  war,  when  the  whole  cooti- 
nent  is  one  genenJ  fccoe  of  difcord  and  confufion  ;  when  the  wifi^ 
counleli,  -the  firmeft  unanimity,  and  the  moft  vigorous  mcafures  are    . 
apparently  neceflary,  it  might  not  be  improper  to  reflcS,  how  wn- 
Icalboably  we  flial]  irritate  the  Commons  by  reje£tlng  this  bill,  and    ' 
faow  juftly  we  ihall  exafperate  the  people,  by  fhewing  them  diat  tbetr    ! 
yCompUints  and  remonftrani^  are  of  no  weight;  that  they  muft  e3Cpe£l 
die  redrefe  of  Uietr  grievances  from  fome  other  power }  and  that  we 
prefer  the  impunity  of  one  man  to  die  happtncfs  and  £ifetj  of  tbe 
public. 

Lord  Ilav  fpolte  next  to  die  ftJlowing  purpofe  : — My  Lords,  As   | 

there  has  in  this  debate  been  very  frequent  mention  of  extraordinaf^  I 

-  cafes,   of  new  modes  of  wickednels,  which  require  new  forma   of  I 

procedure,  and  new  artt  of  eluding  juftice,  which  make  new  methods  1 

of  profecution  neceflary,  I  cannot  forbear  to  lay  before  your  Loi4. 
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fliips  mytoitimnts  on  this  queftion  i  rentiments  not  Co  much  formed 
by  TcBcSHon  *t  imprefled  by  experience,  and  which  I  owe  not  to 
any  fuperior  degree  of  penetration  into  future  events,  but  to  fuble* 
qiunt  di&overies  of  my  owh  errors. 

I  have  obferved,  my  Lords,  that  in  every  cdlifion  of  parties,  that 
occafion  on  which  their  paifions  are  infiuned,  is  always  termed  an 
extraordinary  conjun^ure,  an  important  crilit  of  afiairs,  cither  be- 
caufe  men  affcA  to  talk  in  ftrong  terms  of  the  buAnels  in  which  they 
ire  engaged,  for  the  fake  of  aggrandizing  themfelves  in  tlieir  own 
opinion  and  that  of  the  world,  or  becaufe  the  prefent  objeft  appears 
gteateft  to  their  fight  by  intercepting  others,  and  that  is  imagined 
by  than  to  he  really  moft  important  in  itfelf,  by  which  tbcir  own 
pteaTure  is  moft  affeded. 

On  diefe  extraordinary  occasions,  my  Lonls,  the  victorious  have 
ainfs  endeavoured  to  fecure  their  conqucft,  and  to  gratify  their 
paffions  by  new  laws,  by  laws,  even  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  by  whom 
thcf  are  promoted,  only  juffifiabic  by  the  prefent  exigence.  And  no 
Iboacrhas  a  new  rotation  of  al&irs  given  the  fvperiority  to  another 
party,  than  another  law  equally  unreafonable  and  equally  new,  it 
tbuodequally  necc^y  for  a  contrary  purpofe.  Thus  is  our  confti- 
tutioD  violated  by  both,  under  die  pi^tence  of  fecuring^t  from  the 
attack  «^  each  other,  and  lafting  evils  have  been  admitted  for  the  fidce 
of  averting  a  temporary  danger. 

1  hare  been  too  long  acquainted  with  manlrind  to  charge  any  party 
■i^  infincerity  In  their  condud,  or  to  accufe  them  of  affe^ing  to 
Rpre&at  their  dlfputes  as  more  momentous  than  they  apfieared  to 
dieir  own  eyes.  I  icnow,  my  Lords,  how  highly  every  man  leami 
■0  value  that  which  he  has  long  contended  for,  and  how  eafily  every 
nan  prevails  upon  himfelf  to  believe  the  fecurity  of  the  public  com- 
plicated with  bis  own.  I  have  no  other  inuntion  in  thefe  remarks, 
ttian  to  fliew  how  men  are  betrayed  into  a  concurrence  in  meafures, 
of  which,  when  the  ardour  of  oppofition  has  fublided,  and  the  ima- 
gioary  danger  is  paft,  they  have  very  feldom  failed  to  repent. 

I  do  not  remember,  ray  Lords,  any  deviation  from  the  eftablifhed 
fin  ol  our  cooftitution,  which  has  not  afterwards  produced  remorfe 
in  thofe  that  adviledtt.  I  have  known  many  endeavour  to  obviate 
die  evils  that  might  be  produced  by  the  precedents  which  they  have 
<ot<ribiited  to  efiablifb,  by  public  declarations  of  ^ir  repenuocs^ 
ud  acknowledgments  of  dieir  error ;  and  for  my  pan,  I  take  this 
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i^fxirtunity  of  declaring,  that  though  I  have  iriQre  duui  once  promoted 
cjctcaoTdinary  bills,  I  do  not  recoiled  one  which  I  would  not  noV 
oppolc,  nor  one  of  which  experience  has  not  Jliewn  mc,  that  die 
danger  is  greater  than  the  benefit, 

I  have  learned  at  length,  my  Lords,  diat  our  conftitution'  has  been 
fb  formed  by  the  wifdom  of  our  ancefton,  that  it  is  able  to  proted 
idelf  by  its  own  powen,  widiout  any  affiftance  from  temporary  ex-  ' 
pcdients,  which,  like  Tome  kinds  of  medicines  in  the  human  body, 
□lay  give  it  the  ajqiearance  (^  uncommon  vigour,  but  v^ch,  in 
Iccret,  prey  upon  its  nobleft  parts,  and  hurry  it  to  a  fiidden  decay. 

But  none  of  all  the  meafures  into  vhicb  I  have  feen  ponies 
precipitated  by  acrimony  and  impetu<^ky,  have  I  known  paralld  to 
the  bill  which  is  now  defended  in  this  Hoi^  ;  a  bill  which  I  hope 
we  diall  have  rcafon  to  term  the  mideft  effort  of  mifguided  zeal,  and 
the  moft  abfurd  proje£t  that  the  enthufiafm  of  &^on  ever  produced. 

The  particular  claules  of  this  bill  have  been  already  examined  mdi 
great  acutenefs  and  penetration,  and  have  all  been  {hewn  to  be 
•bfurd  or  ufelels.  I  fiuU  therefore  only  add  this  obfervation,  that 
d)e  indemnification,  however  liberally  offered,  will  be  wholly  at  the 
difpoTal  of  thofe  who  (hall  receive  the  exuninations,  by  whont,  when 
liich  difcoverics  are  not  made  as  they  may  happen  to  cxpefi,  tlie 
wiueJIes  may  be  eharged  with  referve  and  infincerity,  and  be  profe- 
cuted  for  thole  ctimes  which  could  never  have  been  known  but  by 
Cheic  own  confefGon. 

It  is  not  impoffible>  but  that  if  dte  bait  of  indemnificatioa  •fli^l 
be  found  infufiicient  to  produce  teftimonies  againft  die  noble  perfbo, 
a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  may  be  attempted  to  terrify  thofc  wbo  - 
•re  too  wife  to  be  enfnared  by  fpecioua  promiles  ;  for  what  may  not 
be  eXpe^Ud  from  thofe  who  have  already  lent  their  ftUow-fuljeds  to 
|irifon,  only  for  refuling  to  accufe  themfelvcs  i 

Nor  can  I  difcover,  my  Lords,  how  the  moft  abandoned  villain 
will  be  hindered  from  procuring  indemnity  by  perjury,  or  what  fluD 
exclude  a  confpirator  againft  the  life  and  government  <rf'  his  Ma- 
jcfty  from  pardon,  if  he  fwears,  that  in  a  plot  for  fetdng  the  Pre- 
tender on  the  throne,  he  was  affifted  by  the  counJels  of  Che  £mA  rf 
Orford. 

It  has  indeed  been  in  fome  degree  granted,  that  the  bill  requim 
'Ibme  amendment,  by  propoUng  that  die  neceflary  alteratiooa  nay  be 
made  to  fttch  parts  of  it  as  (ball  appear  defe^vc  R>  the  comimtaa^ 

irfaicb 
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vhicit  would  indeed  be  highly  expedient,  if  only  ibme  particular 
daufes  were  exceptionable  j  but,  my  Lords,  the  intention  of  the 
bill  is  cruel  and  opprelHve  ;  the  meafures  by  which  that  intention  ia 
promoted  are  contrary  to  law,  and  without  precedent;  and  the 
original  principle  is  falfc,  as  it  fuppofes  a  criminal  previous  to  the 
ctiroc. 

It  is  urged  as  the  moft  preffing  argument  by  the  advocates  for  the 
bill,  that  It  ought  to  be  paQed  to  gratify  the  people.  I  know  not, 
my  Lords,  upon  what  principles  thofe  who  plead  fo  earneflly  for  rigid 
juftice,  can  endeavour  to  influeiKe  our  dectfions  by  any  other  mo« 
lives  i  or  why  they  thinic  it  more  equitable  to  facrifice  any  man  to 
the  rclcntmeni  of  the  people,  than  to  the  malice  of  any  fingtc  perfon  ; 
nor  can  conceive  why'  it  Ihould  be  thought  lels  criminal  to  fell  our 
voices  for  popularity  than  for  preferment. 

As  this  is  theiefore,  my  Lords,  a  bill  contrary  to  all  former  laws, 
and  inconfiftent  with  itfelf ;  as  it  only  tends  to  produce  a  bad  end  by 
bad  means,  and  violates  the  conditution  not  to  relieve  but  to  opprefs  ; 
as  die  pans,  fingly  confidcred,  are  defei^ive,  and  the  whole  grounded 
upon  a  folic  principle  j  it  neither  requires  any  longer  debate,  nor 
dderves  any  farther  conftderation ;  it  is  rather  to  be  detefted  than 
criticiffd,  and  to  be  r^e^led  without  any  fuperfluous  attempt  for  its 
amendment. 

[The  aforementioned  Lords  were  all  who  fpolcc  in  this  debate. 
Tite  qucltion  being  then  put.  Whether  the  bill  (hould,be  committed  I 
It  pafled  in  the  negative. 
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Proxies      10 


57 


Not  content    91 . 
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But  a  Protell:  was  entered  on  this  occafion,  figned  by  28  Lords  i 
the  former  part  of  it  drawn  from  the  fpeech  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
ind  the  latter  pait  of  it  from  that  of  Lord  Caneiet  J 


HOUS£ 

,;<,i:..,G00glc 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

May  28,   1742. 

On  the  Security  and  Fratillion  of  Trade  and  NavigatUn. 

Tlie  Tunc  day  that  the  Lords  read  a.firf^  time  the  mdemnificatian 
bill,  they  read  aUb  for  the  firl2  time  a  bill  fent  from  the  Commons, 
ejilhlcd,  Jit  A£l  far  the  better  proteHiitg  and  fecnring  the  Trade  and 
Navlgalisn  sf  this  Kingdom  in  Time  tf  War.  As  this  bill  bad  a  rt- 
marluhle  lile,  pafled  the  Commons  without  a  dlvifion,  and  the  end 
propoled  by  it  was  To  commeudabte,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  Tome 
account  of  it  before  we  proceed  to  the  debate  thereon  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords. 

It  OMy  be  r^membeKd,  that  we  have  mentioned  great  caufe  of 
cooiplaiot  on  account  of  the  lo&s  fuilained  by  the  Biitilh  merchants 
ftom  the  enemy's  privateers,  who  were  not  fofficiently  checked.  TTie 
merchants  and  traders  of  London,  Briftol,  and  other  cities,  having 
applied  to  the  adminilbratton  in  vatn,  prcfented  petitions  to  both 
HoufeK,  fetting  forth,  among  other  things,  "  that  notwithftaodiag 
"  the  growing  infolence  of  the  Spanifh  privateers,  the  applications  ' 
**  of  the  fufFeriflg  merchants  for  prDtc<£lio<i  and  rcdrefs,  had  been 
*'  ncglefled ;  that  numbers  of  his  Mnjelty's  moft  ufoful  fubje<9s  have 
"  been  reduced  to  want  and  imprifoDment,  or,  compelled  by  inha<- 
"  man  treatment,  and  defpairing  of  a  Cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
"  prifoners,  had  enliRed  in  the  fervice  of  Spain ;  that  there  had  been 
*•  various  neglects  ahd  delays  in  the  appointment  of  convoys,  and 
*'  fome  of  the  commanders  of  the  few  that  had  been  granted,  deferted 
*'  the  (hips  under  their  care  at  fca,  and  left  them  as  a  prey  to  the 
*'  enemy,"  &c. 

One  petition  farther  fays,  "  T^at  the  want  of  fliips  (^  force  pro- 
**  perly  Rationed,  encouraged  the  enemy  to  increale  die  number  of 
"  their  privateers.*' 

Another,  "  That  moft  of  the  captures  were  almoft  on  our  coafi-, 
**  in  tbe  channel  and  foundings,  at  a  time  when  the  naval-force  of 
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"  Britain  was  greater  iliaa  ever  was  known,  a  few  flups  of  which 
"  migiw  have  ruined  the  enemy's  privateers," 

One  (a  of  the  petitioners  apprehend,  '*  that  moft  of  the  captures 
"  miglit  have  been  prevented,  had  a  few  fliips  been  properly  fta- 
"  cioQcd  on  this  tide  Cape  Finifterre,  and  the  commanders  kept  to 
"  the  ftriacft  duty." 

Other  petitioners  "  are  not  a  little  alarmed,  not  only  at  the  in'- 
"  crcafc  and  number  of  the  Spanifh  privateers  lately  equipped,  but 
*'  at  the  unexpeil^d  great  ftrength  the  enemy  have  lately  (hewn  in 
'*  th«  Mediterranean,  by  which  their  trade  muft  become  more  pre- 
"  carious  than  ever." 

The  laft  petition  delivered  in  was  from  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
md  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  fetting  forth,  "  that  they  bad 
"  feen  a  powerful  and  well  provided  fleet  remain  inai5tive  in  our 
"  own  ports,  or  more  inglorioufly  putting  to  fea,  without  the  ap- 
**  pearance  of  any  enterprize  in  view  j  while  our  trading  veflels  were 
"  daily  expoled  to  the  privateers  of  an  inconHderable  port,  and  a 
**  (eeble  enemy  holds  our  naval  power  in  derifion,  to  the  ruin  of 
"  trade,  the  enriching  die  enemy,  and  the  difgrac^  of  the  Britifh  . 

*  name." 

Their  general  requeft  is,  *•  That  tiiey  may  have  regular  convoys, 

*  and  that  the  commanders  be  ordered  not  to  defert  their  charge 
"  when  in  danger ;  that  crulzers  be  properly  Rationed,  fubje^  M 
"  fuch  infpe£tion  as  iball  bcfl  anfwer  the  end  defigned." 

They  all  concluded  with  praying,  "  that  the  Houfe  would  make 

*  fuch  provilion  for  the  future  fecurity  of  the  navigation  apd  com- 
"  merce  of  thefe  kingdoms  as  they  fliall  think  fit." 

TTw  petitions  were  feverally  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a 
(ommittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  following  orders  made  for 
neceflary  papers  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  n 

1.  An  account  of  his  Majefty's  fliips  of  war  which  have  been 
tmployed  fince  the  beginning  of  laft  year,  as  cruizers  for  the  pro- 
le^on  of  tin  trade  of  this  kingdom  on  this  fide  Cape  Finiflerrc, 
the  ftations  of  fuch  Ihips,  and  how  long  wdered  to  continue  ihcre- 
"pon,  with  the  times  of  their  going  to  fea,  and  their  returning  into 
port;  when  fuch  (hips  «"ere  cleared,  and  which  of  them  tallowed, , 
and  when  refpeSively. 

2.  The  journals  of  the  commanders  of  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  fiiips 
of  war  as  have  been  employed,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 

N  2  fent 


I&a  DZBATBO.N  ^UAT  SO. 

{flit  war  at  cruiiers  for  the  proteflion  of  trade,  on  this  fide  Cape 
Finifterre. 

3.  An  account  of  the  (hips  of  war  built  in  any  of  his  Majefty's 
yards,  which  have  been  launched  lince  July  17391  the  times  when 
launched,  when  firft  put  to  lea,  and  dn  what  lervices  employed. 

4.  An  account  of  the  fliips  of  war  built  in  private  yards  for  his 
Majefly's  fervice,  in  the  faid  time ;  diflinguilhing  the  times  when  con- 
tracted for,  when  launched,  when  fiifl  put  to  fca,  and  00  what  f«t- 
vicet  employed.' 

.  5.  An  account  of  the  flitps  and  vcffcls  purchafed  for  his  Majefty's 
(ervice  fmce  the  fud  time,  diftinguilhing  when  purchafed,  when  iiift 
put  to  lea,  and  what  fervices  em{Joyed  in, 

.  6'  An  account  of  the  fliips  of  war  appointed  as  convoys  to  the 
tradeof  this  kingdom  to  foreign  parts,  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  war,  diilinguifliing  the  fliips  appointed,  and  the  particular 
fervices,  together  with  the  notices  given  to  the  traders  of  the  time 
prefuced  for  their  failing,  and  the  times  they  failed  rcfpc^vely. 

7.  That  his  Majefly  be  addrefTed  for  the  report  of  the  coou- 
mifSoners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  tb  his  Ma- 
jefly  in  Council,  upon  (he  petition  of  the  merchants,  relating  to  their 
lofles  during  the  war,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

8.  1'hat  the  fchoolmafter  and  a  mariner  on  board  his  Majefiy't 
flup  the  Duke,  do  attend  the  faid  Committee. 

Six  days  after  theic  orders  pafTed,  the  faid  accounts  and  report  wne 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

There  were  alfo  laid  before  tbcm  copies  of  above  one  hundred 
letters,  from  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Admirals,  Ambafladors, 
Confuls,  Commanders  of  his  Majelly*s  fliips,  and  trading  veflels ; 
from  the  commiffioners  of  the  fick  and  hurt  feamen,  with  heads  i^> 
cartel  for  exchange  of  priloncrs ;  and  memorials-and  reprefentationi 
from  merchants. 

.  Alfo  a  lift  of  fliips  taken  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and 
of  the  prifoncrs  made  by  the  enemy,  alfo  letters  from  fcverat  of  them 
relating  to  their  treatment,  and  from  the  Caf>tain-General  of  the 
province  where  the  faid  feamen  were  imprifoncd,  relating  to  an  ex- 
change i  fereral  certificates  and  dcpofitions,  and  a  propofal  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  for  a  general  exchange  of  prifonersj  all* 
copies  of  the  orders  of  the  Commil&onets  of  Admtralty  to  Captains 
and  Commandeis  on  the  enemy's  coaft. 
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I^ddons  from  the  wives  of  feamen  taken  prifonen ;  letters  to  and* 
from  the  principal  officers  of  the  enemy,  prifonen  in  Britain,  rdating 
to  the  exchange. 

Certificates  of  the  difcharge  of  feveral  prifonerSi  by  the  enemy,  on' 
pramife  that  a  lilce  number  of  the  pnfoners  in  Britain  Ihould  be* 
difchai^d. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  alfo  laid  before  the  Houfe  3  book' 
of  the  regularions  and  inftr'u£lion$  relating  to  the  fca  fervice,  eflablilh- 
ed  by  his  Majefty  in  Council. 

Thele  requifiKs  being  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  they 
went  into  a  Committee  on  the  23^  day  of  d>eir  fitting,  heard  one  of 
the  petitioners,  fcvcral  witnellcs,  and  deiired  to  fit  again. 

In  the  mean  time  was  prelented  to  the  Houfe  feventeen  other  letters 
concemiDg  fea  affiurs,  and  an  account  when  the  Eaft  India  Company' 
firft  applied  fince  diewar  began  for  aconvoy  to  St,  Helena,, and  when' 
diey  Ikiled,  and  what  number  of  Ihips  came  under  die  faid  convoy, 
and  on  the  25th  day  of  fitting  the  Committee  beard  more  wltnel&s. 

Next  day  they  proceeded,  when  an  account  was  brought  in  of  the- 
Spanifli  prifoncrs  releafed,'  by  what  orders,  and  on  what  conditions  ; 
alfo  an  "account  of  the  number  of  feamen  employed  the  laft  year,  dif- 
tinguifhing  how  many  at  home,  and  how  many  abroad,  alfo  of  the 
number  of  (hips  and  veflels  of  war,  diftingullhing  the  rates. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  a!fo  prelented  a  lift  of  the  names 
of  the  merchant  fliips,  and  the  mailers,  as  t)ave  behaved  fo  negligently 
as  to  delay  the  convoys  from  whom  they  had  taken  failing  orders,  or 
that  have  abandoned  the  fame,  or  that  have  been  any  ways  difobedient 
to  the  inftru£Kons  cftabliflied  for  good  government,  with  the  nar- 
ration of  the  ti<£ls  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Alfo  copies  of  the  reafons  given  in  writing  by  fuch  Commanders  of 
his  Majefty's  fliips  as  have  been  appointed  in  this  war  as  cruifcrs  on' 
this  fide  Cape  Finifterre,  for  leaving  their  ftations  or  for  coming  into 
port,  before  the  time  required  by  thdr  orders,  which  papers  were 
fixty-one  in  number. 

AH  which  were  referred  to  the  liiid  Committee,  and  then  they 
beard  fome  odier  evidence,  and  after  further  proceeding  defired  leave 
Co  fit  again. 

Next  day  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  prefcnted  copies  of  all  ap- 

jdications  for  convoys  for  fliips  and  cruizcn,  and  what  was  done 
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t^teonf  which  papers  were  above  forty,  of  which  eight  were  peti- 
tions to  get  convoys  for  fmgle  Oiips. 

All  which  papers  and  accounts  were  referred  to  the  faid  Commit- 
tee, which  was  to  proceed  again  on  the  28ch  dif,  but  the  Houfes 
V^rc  defired  to  a<^ourn  for  fifteen  days.  Wheo  the  Houfc  met  again 
the  laid  Secretary  prcfented  copies  of  all  complaints  made  fincc  the 
war  began,  to  the  CommiUioaers  of  tbc  Admiralty,  a^ainfl,  or  re- 
lating  to  commanders  leaving  the  trade  under  their  convoy,  or  their 
Rations,  or  for  imprelTing  feamen  out  of  outward-bound  Oiips  alter 
clearance,  or  homeward-bound  before  they  reached  their  port,  or  for 
other  misbehaviour,  or  injury  doae  by  tbem  to  trade,  with  an  account 
of  what  has  t>eeQ  dofif  thereupon. 

Thefe  papecs,  including  the  ComptunfS  and  th«  orders  givea  there- 
t^o,  which  are  much  the  greater  part,  wid)  julHiicatioss  from  the 
commaodeis,  were  in  number  forty ;  but  we  ought  not  to  omit  that 
Rmongft  them  there  is  a  rcprelentation  of  the  Portugal  merchants  ia 
^vpur  of  one  conunander,  Capt.  Ambrofe,  who  had  ttlcen  fevertl 
of  the  enemy's  privateers. 

On  the  33d  day  of  Titting  was  pre&nted,  from  the  ofice  fbr  tbo 
Scic  and  wounded  Jsaoien,  co[Nes  of  the  returns  from  fuch  perfoas  u 
have  been  empowered  to  pay  bis  Majefty's  bounty  to  the  Britifli  Tub- 
jtQSf  prifoncrs  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  dillinguilhing  the  number  of 
men  paid  each  month,  and  what  fliips  they  belonged  to,  and  when 
taken. 

A]io  an  account  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  been  put  ftcic  on 
fbore  from  hisMajefty's  £hips,  into  the  hofpitals  lall  year,  diflinguifh* 
tng  how  many  died,  and  how  many  were  returned  to  the  Ihips,  or 
run  away,  or  were  othcrwife  difjjofcd  of. 

Which  papers  were  referred  to  the  laid  Committee,  and  the  Houfe 
went  into  it,  heard  further  evidence,  and  the  Chairman  defired  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Accordingly  they  proceeded  on  this  affair  the  3sth  day,  and  heard 
further  evidence. 

On  the  37th  day  more  papers  were  laid  before  the  Houfe,  being 
tinee  fevcral  orders  iffued  by  the  Admiralty  to  the  Commanders  of  his 
Majefty's  fhips  in  the  ports  of  Portugal,  or  fueh  as  {hall  have  occa- 
fioa  to  put  into  the  fatd  ports  }  alfo  an  cflimate  of  the  debt  of  the 
tavj  i  which  were  refeired  to  the  fiiid  Cotnmittec,  and  the  Hould 
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iRot  into  i^  and  camc'to  Icverai  refolutioas  wbich  wcm rep)rttd  tke 
next  daj,  and  are  as  follow. 

The  firft  re&lution  was,  That  it  appeared  to  the  Cotnmiltee,  ■Aat 
notwitbftanding  the  repeated  applications  oi'the  roercbants  for  croiferp 
tobe  prt^riy  ftationed  for  the  protection  of- the  trade  of  this  natiop 
from  the  privateers  of  Spain,  the  due  and  necdlary  care  has  not  bees 
taLen  to  keep  a  proper  number  of  his  Majefty's  fliips  emplojwd  iit  that 
Ictvice,  more  efpecially  in  and  near  the  Channel  and  Soundings  j  fot 
want  of  which,  many  fhips  had  been  talten  by  the  enemy,  fonie  of 
them  of  confiderable  value,  to  the  great  lofs  of  many  of  his  Maje^y'i 
fiibjeds,  the  great  advajiUge  and  encouragement  of  the  enemy,  an^ 
tbe  diflionour  of  this  nation.  II.  That  the  detention  of  tlK  {hip* 
bound  to  Portugal  for  near  twelve  months,  by  the  refiilal  of  }u:otedlon« 
for  fome  time,  and  the  delay  of  convoys  afterwards,  gave  our  rival| 
in  trade  an  opportuiuty  of  introducing  new  fpecies  of  their  woollen 
maada^nrcs  into  Portugal,  to  the  great  detriment  of  this  kingdom, , 

Upon  this  foundation  the  Houfe  ordered  that  a  bill  be  brought  ii| 
for  the  better  proteding  and  lecuring  the  trade  and.  jiavigation  of  thif 
kingdom  in  times  of  warj  and  diat  the  Lord  A^ayor  of  London^ 
(fioce  deceafed)  and  Sit  John  Barnard,  do  f>repare  and  bripg  in 
the  fame. 

On  the  I  a  day  of  April,  being  the  59th  of  tlieir  fitting,  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  prefented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  far  the  better 
protecting  and  lecuring  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom  in 
time  of  war,  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  a  £rft  tim;,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  and  to  be  printed. 

By  reafon  of  fome  omiSon,  we  do  not  find  when  the  btl]  was  rdad 
a  fecond  time ;  but,  on  the  72d  fitting,  a  day  was  appointed  to  go 
into  a  Committee  on  the  79th,  when  they  did,  and  made  feveral  , 
amendments,  which  were  reported  on  the  Szd  day,  and  wi.th  ameod-^ 
meats  to  one  of  them  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  eng;Fof{^.. 
At  their  87th  fitting  die  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  palled,  and  the 
Lwd  Mayor  of  London  wag  ordered  to  carry  the  bill  to  the  hofAt^ 
and  defire.  their  concurrence.  And  three  days  after  it  was  read  hf. 
ttwir Lord&ips a  firfl  tioK,  and  is  as  follows;  the  woids  withiB  th^fd 
marks  [  J  fbewing  how  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  and  the  amend' 
mentg  made  in  its  progrefs  through  the  Hou^  of  Commons  widl 
notes  of  the  words  left  out.  , 
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An  AS  fir  tit  Mtr  prottOtHg  atidfituring  of  the  Trade  and  Novigat'na 

rf  thit  Hngdem  in  ttmti  »f  war. 

«  WHEREAS  it  U  ncceflary,  in  times  of  war,  that  a  fufficient 
number  of  (hips  QiouM  be  appointed,  and  kept  conflantly  employed, 
ts  cruifcrs,  in  proper  ftations,  for  the  proteiSion  and  fccurity  of  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom ;  be  it  enaSed  by  the  King's 
Moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  both 
Houfes  of  the  Senate  in  this  prefent  Council  aflcmhled,  and  by  the 
audiority  of  the  iame,  That  when  and  as  often  as  this  kingdom  fhall 
be  engaged  in  war  with  any  kingdom  or  ftate  in  Europe,  (over  and 
above  the  {hips  of  war  for  the  line  of  battle,  and  for  convoys  to  remote 
parts)  foch  a  number  of  fliips  of  war  as  fliall  be  fufficient  for  the  pro- 
teflion  and  fecurity  of  die  merchant  Ihips,  in  their  going  out  and  re- 
turning home,  fliall  be  conilantly  employed  as  cntifers,  or  for  con- 
voys, in  and  near  the  Britlfb  Channel  and  Soundings,  and  in  fuch 
other  ftations  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterrp,  as  Ihall  by  the  Lord-  High 
Admiral,  or  Commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great^Britatn  for  die  time  being,  be  judged  moll  proper 
Sot  that  purpofe ;  the  ofbrefald  (hips  of  war  to  be  careened  at  leaft 
[three]  times  in  the  year,  or  ofCener,  if  (here  be  occafion  ;  and  that 
the  leamen  on  board  any  fuch  cruifers  Qiall  not  be  turned  over  into 
any  otiier  ihip  or  fhips,  but  fiich  only  as  fliall  be  appointed  for 
cruifmg,  or  home  convoys,  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  3.&. 

{%•)  '*  Provided  always,  and  be  it  cnaiSed  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  nothing  herein  contained  Ihall  reftrain,  or  be  conflrued  to. 
reQrain,  the  Lord  Higii  Admiral  or  Commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  fiir  the  time  being,  from  dire3ing  any 
of  the  fiiips  which  (ball  be  appointed  to  be  cruifers  in  purfuancb  of 
this  ad,  to  be  employed  in  the  line  of  battle,  (in  cafe  of  great  ne- 
ceffity)  on  this  fide  Cape  Finiflerre,  wiAout  whole  immediate  di- 
ie£Hon,  the  faid  (hips  Iball  be  always  cruiUng,  or  employed  as  home 
convoys,  except  when  they  are  careening  or  refitting. 

(3.)  t*  And  be  tt  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  or  CommilTionerE  'for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  Ihall  on  or  before  the  [firft  day  of 
July  next]  authorife  and  appoint  a  Commiflioner  of  the  Navy,  or 
^me  one  mr  more  perfon  or  perlbns,  who  (hall  conflantly  reiide  at 
fitch  place  or  places  as  hts  Majefty  (hall  direct  j  by  virtue  of  vriiich 

appoint- 
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if^ntmcnt,  fuch  perfbn  or  perfons,  in  the  place  or  placet  for  which 
he  or  they  (halt  be  appointed,  tbell  fuperintend  or  ovcrfec  every  thing 
iditrng  to  tbe  aforclaid  cruifers ;  and  Ihdll  take  care  that  every  thing 
necefliry  be  immediately  provided  for  all  and  every  the  aforefoid 
cniiling  (hips  of  war,  that  ihall  come  into  any  port  hy  flrefs  of  weather, 
or  to  careen  or  refit ;  and  as  Toon  as  they  or  any  of  them  are  refitted, 
OuS  order  all  or  any  of  the  faid  fliips  of  war  to  put  to  Tea  again  as 
fcon  as  poffiblc. 
[^■]  "  And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That 
<  Irom  and  after  the  &id  [firfl  day  of  July]  if  any  Captain,  or  other 
officer  on  board  any  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  of  war,  fhall  wilfulljF 
^'ng,  carry  away,  or  lole  any  maft  or  mafts  of  any  fuch  (hip*,  or 
AbD  make  any  falfe  pretence  or  excufc  for  leaving  the  ftation  on 
which  fuch  fliip  or  Ihips  fltall  be  appointcd'to  cruife,  or  fhall  return 
into  port  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  appointed  for  his  cruife, 
wiAout  juft  and  fufficienC  reafon  for  fo  doing,'  every  Captain  or 
officer  ofiirnding  in  any  of  the  aJbrc&id  cafes,  [fhall  be  punifbed  by 
■iKi  inprifonment,  or  otherwife,  as  the  offence  by  a  Court  Martial 
A»ll  be  adjudged  to  deferve.] 

(5-)  **  And  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  the  more  eaflly  IcnowR 
**iat  fervice  the  aforefaid  cruifers  (hall  every  year  perform,  be  it 
wiKtcd  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the  Commiflioner  of  the 
NaTj  in  each  «f  the  out-ports,  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  (hall,  for 
Iwtpurpofe,  be  appointed  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commif- 
fWrs  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time 
King,  Ihall  iranfmit  to  him  or  them,  every  [three  months]  a  diftinft 
*kI  leparate  account  digefted  into  proper  columns,  of  the  time  when 
Ity  of  the  (hips  appointed  to  be  cruifers,  failed  out  of  port,  y/heti  fuch 
■ip  came  in,  together  with  the  number  of  days  caft  up  that  fuch  Ihip 
*u  out  upon  duty,  and  the  rcafons  of  her  putting  into  port,  and  the 
kie  and  reafons  of  her  ftay  there  ;  with  an  account  how  often,  an4 
■e  times  when  each  of  the  faid  (hips  have  been  careened  every  year  j 
W  thit  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commiflioncrs  for  executing  the 
>£cc  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  (hall  caufe  copies  of 
tie  (aid  accounu  to  be  laid  before  both  Houfcs  of  the  Senate  v^ithin 
.tight  days]  after  their  meeting. 

(6.)  "  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 

W  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commiffioners  lor  executing  the  office  of- 
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Lord  High  A<liniial  for  the  tine  being,  (ball,  on  «t  before  the  laid 
[firll  day  of  July],  nomitiate  and  appoint  fuch  a  number  of  the  Jhips  of 
war,  as  Ihall  be  fufHcienC  for  the  purpofes  tfbretncntioned,  to  bi 
crui&rs  or  ooavoys  on  this  fide  Cape  Finiftcrre  for  the  current  yatr  } 
and  fhall  aftnwards  yearly,  and  every  year,  during  the  prefent  or  zaj 
fature  war,  between  the  [firftday  of  November]  and  the  [firfl  day  of 
Pecember  j  nominate  and  appoint  a  fufficient  number  of  Ihips  of  war 
to  be  cruifers  or  convoys  on  this  fide  Gape  Finifterrc  ibr  the  year 
tiifuing  ;  and  as  often  as  any  of  them  QxAl  happen  to  be  taken  or  loft, 
flull,  as  foon  as  may  bcj  appoint  othas  in  the  room  of  every  Qiip  b 
etken  or  loft. 

(7)  "  And  whefia^  U  i«  of  Ae  utraoH  importance  to  the  trade  of 
^is  ostion,  that  die  captains  or  commanders  of  his  Majeily's  flupt 
vf  war  appointed  for  convoys  to  and  from  remots  parts,  utould  take 
due  care  of  the  merchant  tbips  committed  to,  their  <^argei  be  it 
therefore  enaSed  by  the  audiority  afoiefaLd,  That  every  captaia  oc 
commander  of  any  of  his  Majcfty's  fliips  of  war,  who^  oa  or  ate 
l^e  bill  fhall  commence,  Ihall  be  appointed  convoy  or  guard  to  aay 
merchant  Ibips  or  vellcls,  or  who  fhall  haue  any  merchant  Qiips  «c 
veilels  under  his  chaise,  do  and  Ihall  dUigcntly  attend  upon  fuch  duige 
without  delay,  and  in  and  during  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  take  the 
utmoft  care  of  fuch  merchant  ihips  and  vcllels,  and  do  and  fbalt 
every  evening  fee  that  tbe  whole  number  of  the  laid  merchant  Ihipt 
and  velTels  under  his  convoy  be  in  company  with  bim ;  and  in  cafe 
he  &all  be  obliged  in  the  night  time  to  tacit,  or  alter  his  courfe,  or 
lie  to,  that  he  do  and  fhall  make  the  proper  fignals,  to  give  the  mer- 
c^nt  fliips  and  veflcls,  under  his  convoy,  notice  thereof;  and  if  in 
the  morning  he  (hall  And  any  of  the  faid  merCbaat  (hips  and  veflelkj 
to  be  miffing,  he  (haD  ufe  bis  utmoft  endeavours  to  rejoin  them,  aoAj 
(hall  not  willingly  or  negligently  lail  away  irom,  leave,  or  foriafast- 
.  l^ch  merchant  (hips  or  veflelc,  until  he  has  feen  diem  &fe,  fo  br 
be  (hall  be  directed  to  convoy  them ;  and  in  ca(e  any  of  the  li 
merchant  (hips  or  vef&ls  (hall  be  in  diftrefs,  he  (hall  give  them  ^ 
proper  and  neccfTnry  relief  and  affiftance,  as  far  as  he  is  able ;  and 
cafe  any  fuch  captain  or  commanding  officer  (hall  refufe  or  n^^ed 
do  all  or  any  of  the  matters  aforefaid,  every  fuch  captain  dr  cos 
nuuiding  officer  (bait  [be  condenmed  to  make  reparation  of  il 
(Uoiage  to  the  merchants,  owners,  and  others,  as  the  court  1^ 
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olty  full  ad)iu%e ;  tnd  alio  be  puniQted  according  to  the  quality  Cf 
kiio&nee,  as  fliall  be  adjudged  fit  by  a  couft-martfiil.] 

(S)  **  And  nberras  it  is.  of  tk«  utmoft  impor^nco  to  our  Tettleo 
Mats  in  America,  and  the  trade  thereof*,  that  ^  ciMimaodcfs  of 
Ac  fhifs  ftadoncd  there,  flioutd  uTe  their  beft  radeavouf*  for  the  pro- 
R^n  and  fecarity  of  fudi  trade,  [and  the  colooies  theft  j]  be  it 
(unher  enaded  by  tbe  authority  afbre£ud,  That  f  ooae  of  fatt 
Uijefty's  Ihips,  which  JhaU  be  flatiooed  at  aiiy  of  tfas  faid  fettle* 
acats,  (ball  quit  or  leave  tJtcir  ftationi  uiuler  pretEnce  of  going  to 
omn  or  reiii,  or  under  any  other  pretence  wbadbcvn,  wtdiout  an 
t^cial  order  fcoia  tbe  Lord  High  Adaiiral,  or  commiflonecs  fiir 
oeciiQog  the  ofice  of  I,oid  High  Admiral,  (or  die  cnrnaitDder  in 
chief  of  his  Majefly's  fliips  of  war  in  thc&  leas,  or  in  Aineiica;t*) 
fbr  the  time  being  {j. 

(9]  "  And  to  the  end  that  it  may  appear  what  fervice  the  Ihips  fo 
fbtioned  (hall  perform,  be  it  cnacled  by  the  authority  aforelaid.  That 
tbe  capain  or  commanding  officer  on  board  every  fuch  flitp  or  veile]^ 
bi!]  keep  a  diftijid  and  feparate  acoount,  digCfted  into  propez  co- 
lumiu,  of  the  times  when  the  faid  Ihip  or  veQel  failed  out  of  port, 
^ta  fuch  {hip  or  vcHel  came  in,  the  fervice  Ihe  was  upon,  together 
with  the  number  of  days  caft  up,  that  fuch  fliip  or  veflel  was  out 
upoD  fuch  duty,  and  {hall  caufc  the  fame  to  be  fairly  entered  in  one 
or  more  book  or  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe  ;  fuch  entries  to 
bedigelled  in  proper  columns,  and  to  be  [every  fix  monthsj  iranf- 
nitted  to  §  the  captain  or  commanding  ofRcer  of  every  fuch  {Ration 
fiup,  to  (he  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  commiflionere  for  executing  the 
Bfice  of  Lord  High  Admiral  fisr  the  time  being,  and  ILall  alfo  fend 
dq^categ  of  the  faid  accounts  at  the  fiiQt  opportunity, 
'  **  (10)  **  And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority  afordaid, 
tku  the  Commanden  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  of  war,  on  their  ar< 
•ml  at  any  of  the  faid  icttlements,  iball  deliver  a  copy  of  the  orders 
ley  fliail  have  received  from  tbe  Lord  High  Adoiiral,  or  commif- 
tanfn  for  exccutuig  die  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of 'Britain  for 
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mp\oyti  ID  the  line  of  battle  in  the  Ainerican  ku,  which  Hut)  d< 


"e,  Uii  in  c»fej  of  the  greatcft  oeceBity."  ^  Left  our,  "  lofteiber  wittt 

tr dttf Untn ibcmif >"  **  TimslwkvutiiKd'miixtaaiiiiitfi. 


\Zt  DEBATE      OH  [mAY  SO. 

the'  rime  being,  fo  hr  as  ihey  relate  to  the  prote^on  of  the  ftid  co- 
lonies, and  of  the  trade  of  the  faid  colonies,  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  the  re(pe£tive  colony  or  plantation  where  they  fluU  be 
ftationed ;  which  orders  fliall  be  entered  into  die  council  books  el 
fuch  colony  or  plantation  refpe&ivdy ;  and  the  faid  governor  and 
council  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowcred  to  give  fuch  diradioni 
in  writing  to  thccaptaiasand  commaridcrs of  fiich  Rationed  dips,  tt 
they  ifaall  thinlc  will  be'moQ  for  the  proteiSion  and  fecurity  of  their 
trader  And  the  faid  captains  and  commanders  are  hereby  required 
to  conform  to,  and  dbfcrve  the  fame,  provided  the  fame  do  not  ctm.- 
tradid  the  inftrudions  they  fhall  have  received  from  die  laid  LtH^ 
High  Admiral*  or  commilBoners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lonl 
High  Admiral  lot  the  time  being." 


HOUSE      OF     LORDS. 


'        fane   i,    1742.- 

Thf  Bill foriht  Security  arid  Protc£}i»n  sf  Trade  and  Navigation  he'tng  th'a 
Day  read  a  fecond  Time  in  the  H'«fe  ef  Lordly  the  Earl  ef  Win- 
chtM<:A^  wha  had  lately  accepted  the  diair  at  ibe  Mmiraliy  Board,  refe 

and  fpske  as  fellows : 


My  Lords,  I  know  not  by  what  accident  the  nnmereus  AtfeGm 
and  general  impropriety  of  this  bill  have  efcaped  the  attention  of  tfas 
other  Houfe ;  nor  is  there  any  neceffity  for  examining  the  motives 
upon  which  it  pafled,  or  of  enquiring  whether  its  reception  was  faci- 
litated by  the  popularity  of  the  title,  the  inBuence  and  audiority  at 
tfaofefoy  whom  it  was  propofed,  or  the  imaginary  defefts  of  our  p""*- 
fent  regulations,  which  have  been  on  fomc  occafions  reprefented 
be  fuch  as  it  Is  fcarcely  polBble  to  change  but  for  the  better. 

The  knowledge  and  experience  of  thofe  who  concurred  in  (ending^ 
this  bill  for  your  Lordfhips  approbation,  cannot  but  produce  fomi^ 
degree  of  prcpofleffion  in  its  bvourj'  for  how  can  it  be  inugiae4| 
v>f  Lordly  that  men  of  great  )U>ilides  and  continual  opportunities -a 
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obfen^Uon,  IhouU  not  be  well  verfed  in  queAions  relating;  chieDjr 
to  iheir  private  intcrclt,  and  dilcover  the  nearell  way  to  their  own 
kzak ! 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  found  that  their  fegacity  has  per- 
lups  never  fo  apparently  forfalcen  them  as  on  this  occafion,  that  no 
propoGtion  was  ever  laid  befoTC  this  Houfe,  in  which  more  .contrai^led 
BMiits  were  difcovered,  and  that  the  bill  is  fuch  as  might  rather 
'  hive  been  expcded  from  petty  traders,  unacqiuunted  with  the  fttua- 
tion  of  kingdoms,  the  interells  of  princes,  the  arts  of  policy,  the 
liws  of  their  own,country,  and  the  conduft  of  former  wars,  thaa 
by  netcbants  of  exteidive  traffic,  general  correfpondcncc,  and  great 
inaJflments. 

Belbre  I  proceed,  my  Lords,  to  confirm  the  cliara^r  of  the  bill 
by  1  diftiniS  coofideration  of  the  particular  paragraphs,  and  an  cnu- 
DKiation  of  the  feveral  improprieties  and  defc£ts  which  may  be  found 
in  it,  I  think  it  not  fuperfluous  or  unfeafonable  to  remark  one  gene- 
ral error  common  to  this  with  all  other  laws  of  the  fame  kind,  the 
trror  of  prefcribing  rules  to  military  operations,  of  attempting  to 
h  whu  is  in  its  own  nature  variable,  as  it  rouil  depeiul  upon  external 
caaih  to  which  the  Britifh  legiflature  has  yet  found  no  means  of 
ctonding  its  authority. 
To  iinQ,  upon  remote  conje£tures  and  uncertain  profpefls,  the 
^  conduct  of  a  commander,  is,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  not  more 
I  rational  than  to  trace  upon  a  chart  the  courfe  of  a  (hip,  and  pronounce 
i  >t  ctiminal  to  deviate  from  it.  The  one  fuppofes  a  foreknowledge  of 
j  the  motions  of  the  wind,  and  the  other  of  the  councils  of  our  pne- 
nies;  nor  can  any  thing  be  expend  from  fuch  regulations,  but 
overthrow  and  difgrace.  1  believe,  my  Lords,  that  in  running  over 
Ibe  hifiories  of  the  world,  and  examining  the  originals  of  the 
nighticA  empires,  and  the  fudden  revolutions  which  have  been  pro- 
Aiced  by  the  overpowering  torrents  of  war,  which  at  different  pe- 
liodsof  time  have  fwcpt  the  powers  of  the  earth  before  them,  it  will 
W  found  diat  all  rapid  conquefls,  and  fudilcn  extenlions  of  empire, 
hare  been  eflefled  by  fovcreign  princes  at  the  head  of  armies  which 
s&i)  only  by  immediate  command,  that  few  memorable  actions  have 
^eu  performed  by  delegated  commanders,  and  that  of  thofe  few 
tAa&  aameft  have  defccnded  to  polTeilty,  thofe  have  generally  been 
fuccefsful  who  were  invefted  with  the  largeft  powers,  who 
Ifled  wicbout  cODtroul>  and  were  at  liberty  to  fnatch  every  oppor- 
tunity, 
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tan'xtf,  and  improve  every  favoiiraWe  conjunSure,  without  any  ne- 
ceffity  of  commuhicatuig  their  fcbemcs,  of  wauhtg  for  the  refult  of 
tedious  deliberations,  or  of  foliciting  a  relaxation  of  former  orders. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  perhaps  all  pofitive  ptefcriptions  of  the 
condud  of  military  undertakiligs  have  a  tendency  rather  to  obftrud 
than  procnote  fuccefs,  yet  as  they  may  be  drawn  up  with  diSercnt 
degrees  of  wifdom  and  fagacity,  they  may  have  a  greater  or  lefs  ap- 
pearance of  ulefulnefs  and  reafon.  Such  a»  have  been  well  con- 
certed  may  afford  ufeful  hints,  though  they  ought  not  to  be  enaded 
withindifpenfable  obligations.  And  toconfider  even  thofe  in  which 
lets  proofs  of  Ikill  and  forefight  can  be  difcovercd,  may  have  at  leaft 
diis  advantage,  that  the  propofals  may  not  be  fpeedily  repeated,  nw 
our  counftls  embarraflcd  with  abfurd  expedients.  I  flialt-  thcrebre 
lay  before  your  Lordlhips  my  opinion  ofc  every  paragraph,  and  Otew 
what  are  the  objeSions  which  may  be  raifed  both  to  the  wh<^  Inll  ia 
general,  and  to  its  particular  claufes. 

To  the  bill  in  general,  it  muft  be  obje£bcd,  that  it  is  fiUed  with 
vague  exprcffions,  and  ideas  (6  indeterminate,  that  no  man  can  tdl 
when  he  has  obeyed  It.  Here  are  many  rules  ordered  to  be  obfeTVed, 
when  there  jhali  bt  ns  juji.and  fuffiaent  reafin  for  ncglcfling  them, 
and  fome  operations  to  be  performed  as  often  as  there  Jhali  he  eaa- 
Jkn,  and  fbips  are  to  cruife  in  a  certain  latitude,  untcfs  tbtrt  it  m 
mteffity  of  emptying  them  elfnabere. 

Did  not  the  title  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  give  it  fomc  clajm  fir  s 
ierious  conlideration ;  and  did  not  the  integrity  and  capacity  of  thole 
by  whom  it  was  drawn  up,  exempt  them  from  contempt  and  ridi* 
eule,  tfliould  be  inclined  to  treat  a  law  like  this  with  fome  degree  of* 
levity ;  for  who,  niy  Lords,'  can  be  ferious  When  his  confent  is  de- 
£rcd  to  a  bill,  by  which  it  is  ena^ed,  that  men  fhall  a£t  on  certain 
eccafions,  as  they  Ihall  think  moft  expedient  ? 

Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  inllance  of  precipitancy  and  waafe 
of  conGderation,  for  many  of  the  injundlions  are  without  any  pemi ' 
fanSion ;  fo  that  though  we  fhould  pafs  this  bill  with  the  greateft 
unanimity,  we  fiiould  only  declare  our  opinion,  or  offer  oorf- 
advice,  but  flionld  make  no  law,  or  what,  with  regard  to  the  pat^ 
poles  of  government,  is  the  fame,  a  law  whicti  may  be  brotaHl 
without  danger. 

But  general  obje£lioni»  tny  Lords,  will  naturally  produce  geaurlff 
cvafions ;  and  a  debate  may  be  protongcd  wMiout  predwing  any 
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idnr  Tien  of  the  fubjc^  or  anjr  fatisfa^ry  decifion  of  «  Cn^  fjuef- 
cion:  I  flull  therefore  endeavour  to  range  my  objections  in  order, 
1  aidhyeiaauDing  fingly  every  paragraph  of  tljc  bill,  ihcw  the  wcak- 
oA  o(  Ibme  expedients,  the  fuperfluity  of  others,  and  the  general 
'  nfiuefs  of  the  whole  to  produce  the  pcoteifiion  and  fcciirity  in- 
UiMbjrjt. 

In  tbe  firfi  claide  alone  m^y  be  fouod  Jnftances  of  all  the  impro- 
prieties which  I  have  mentioned  to  your  Lordfhipt.  It  is  propofed 
liut  ia  a  lime  of  war  between  this  empire  and  any  other  ftate,  fuch 
a  BwtAxi  of  Oiips  {haU  be  employed  as  cruizers  or  convoys  in  the 
chaantl,  as  the  admiralty  fhall  judge  mtA  proper  for  that  purpofe. 
Whatisdiis,  my  Locds,  but  to  continue  to  the  Admiralty  the  power 
vtiicb  has  been  always  executed  f  What  is  it  but  to  emA  tbat  the 
Suf6  fhalj  be  (Rationed  in  time  of  war  as  the  CommiiEoneri  of  dia 
Admiralty  Oiall  determine  and'  dire£t  I 

Of  thde  Hups,  it  is  further  enaded,  that  they  Ihall  be  caeeened 
'vcc  times  a  y«v,  tx  oftcncr  if  there  iball  be  accafion  v  hut  it  is  not 
'tdared  who  Ihall  judge  of  the  neceffity  of  careening,  or  who  fhall 
kt  puniJhed  for  the  negleSof  it  when  it  is  requifite,  or  for  Ae  per- 
■•iEon  or  command  of  it  when  it  is  fuperfluous. 

There  is  yet  another  r^ulation,  my  Lords,  in  this  claufe,  which 
ought  not  to  be  pafied  without  remaik.  It  is  provided,  that  the 
■iiois  employed  in  the  cruizers  and  convoys  in  the  channel,  fltall 
lot  be  mrncd  over  but  to  other  cruizers  and  convoys ;  by  which  I 
"Ppolc  It  was  intended,  that  our  outguards  fboyld  be  prevented  firom 
■^  weakened,  and  that  our  merchants  fhould  never  be  deAitate  of 
fioiedion;  an  end  truly  laHdahle,  and  which  delerves  to  be  pro- 
■Bted  by  fomc  eitabliihment  better  concerted.  The  expedient  now 
^yofed,  fecais  to  have  been  contrived  upon  the  fuppofttion  that  the 
AdmiraJry  may  not  always  be  very  folicitous  for  the  fafetyof  the 
■KTchftotSy  and  that  therefore  it  is  neceilary  to  lecure  them  by  a  law 
mm  the  danger  of  being  deprived  of  protection  j  for  upon  the  pre- 
nt  eflabliftnaenc,  the  removal  of  men  from  one  fhip  to  another 
>wft  be  made  by  the  pcrmiffion  of  the  Admiralty  ;  and  whenthe  right 
kf  Iticfa  pcrmiffion  fliall  by  this  law  be  taken  away,  what  new  fcci^ 
icy  will  the  merchants  obtain  i  The  Admiralty  will  Ailt  have  th* 
•wei^  tbougb  not  of  turning  ovn:  the  men,  yet  of  recalling  th9 
fufiar  equally  in  either  cafe. 

B, 
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By  the  fccond  claufe,  my  Lords,  there  is  ftill  a  power  refer?ed  to 
du  Admiralty,  of  difmiffing  dicle  guardians  of  commerce  from  tbcir 
fiations,  and  employing  them  in  taft  fff  great  nccij^  in  the  line  of 
battle,  on  this  fide  Cape  Ftnlfierre.  Not  to  cavil,  my  Lords,  at  the 
term  of  great  nteejfitj^  of  which  it  is  apparent  that  the  Commiffioncn 
of  the  Admiralty  are  to  judge,  I  would  dcfire  to  be  infonned  what 
meafures  are  to  be  taken,  if  a  royal  navy  fliould  unluckily  rove  be- 
yond this  Cape,  which  is  marked  out  as  the  utmoll  bound  of  Ac 
power  of  the  Admiralty,  and  fliould  there  be  reduced  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  engaging  defperately  with  a  fupenor  force,  or  retiring  igno- 
inintoujly  before  it.  Are  not  our  Ihips  to  pafs  a  fingle  league  beyond 
their  limits,  in  die  honour  or  prcfervadon  of  dieir  country?  Are 
they  to  lie  unaftive  within  the  found  of  the  battle,  and  wait  for  theii 
enemies  on  this  fide  the  Cape  P 

The  third  claufe,  my  Lords,  is,  if  not  abfurd  like  the  former,  yet 
'  fi>  imperfeflly  drawn  up,  that  it  can  produce  noadvantagej  fur  of 
what  ufe  will  it  be  to  flatioa  an  officer  -where  his  Majtliy  JbaU  ihtni 
fit  f  At  all  the  royal  docks  there  are  ofEccrs  already  llationed,  and 
in  any  other  place  what  can  an  officer  deputed  by  his  Majefly  do  more 
than  hire  workmen,  who  will  as  chearfully  and  as  diligently  fcrve  any 
other  perfon  ?  And  why  may  not  the  captain  of  the  vetTel  procure 
neceilaries  for  money,  without  the  affi{laR<^  of  1  commiffioncr  \ 

In  the  fourth  claufe,  my  Lords,  nothing  is  propofed  but  What  is 
every  day  pra^fed,  nor  any  authority  conferred  upon  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  than  that  which  it  always  poflefled,  puniQiing  thote  who 
difobey  their  orders.  The  provifion  againft  the  crime  of  wiKull]r 
fpringing  a  maft,  is  at  leaft  ufelefs ;  for  when  did  any  man  admit  that 
he  fprung  his  mail  by  defign  \  Or  why  &ould  it  be  imagined  tbat 
fuch  an  ad  of  wlckednefs,  fuch  flagrant  breach  of  tnift,  and  a[^>ar«it 
defertion  of  duty,  would  in  the  prcTent  ftate  of  the  navy  cfcape  tbe 
fevcreft  puntlhmcnt?  Would  not  all  the  officers  and  mariners  oa 
board  the  fhip  fee  that  fuch  a  thing  was  wilfiiUy  done  \  Would  not  ^ 
they  cry  out — "  You  arc  fpringing  die  mafl,"  and  prevent  i^  o* 
difcover  the  crime,  and  demand  punilliment? 

The  fifth  claufe,  my  Lords,  is  without  any  penal  lanftion,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  compulfive  j  nor  is  any  thing  of  importance  pro- 
pped in  it,  which  is  not  already  in  the  power  of  the  Senate.  EHWr 
Houfe  may  now  demand  an  account  of  tbe  Nations  and  Kxa^iaj^ 
ments  of  the  Clips  of  war;  not  does  tbe  Senate  now  onut  to  cx»- 
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ttMKtbe  iotduSk  of  our  naval  affidrs,  but  bccaufeour  Bt^odoA  is 
Evened  bjr  mort  hnparunt  ciii|dojrin«itE,  which  will  not  by  Aii 
Wlbc  coAtn^d  or  ftcilithted. 

Tbe  tife  of  tfac  prorilien  in  tbc  fixth  ctaufe,  mjr  Lard>i  I  am  not 
^taconccittj  fcH- to  wbitparp<rfci  my  Lords,  Aiould  the  tbipi 
iffouttei  fM*  any  particular  reprice  be  oominated  at  any  ftated  time  i 
WiiarcmrcqiKiKe  can  fuch  declarations  of  out  deGgns  produce,  but 
that  «f  iDfcrming  oar  cnemtei  whit  force  they  ought  to  provide 
agaioA  us?  In  war,  my  Lords,  that  comtnander  has  generally  been 
•fttcned  mofi  prudent,  wb<^  keeps  his  ddigns  moft  fecret^  an4 
■£uihs  tbe  enemy  in  an  unguarded  quarter,  with  fbpchor  ind  ua-^ 
expe&dftrmgd. 

la  the  fcventh  ebufe,  tnany  reflations  are  ptefcnbed  to  tbe  eom- 
Binden  of  Atfc  Aips  which  are  appointed  to  convoy  the  trading 
n^a.  Tfaefe  Rgvbtions,  my  Lords,  arenot  all  equally  unrealinuUet 
bat  &(tn)  of  riiem  are  fiiefc  as  it  may  on  nany  oecajiont  be  impoffible 
far  tbccenaandcn  of  his  Majefty's  fliipfl  to  obferre  in  Tiich  »  Ritn- 
a^  at  that  dm  mafters  of  merchant  ibips  amy  riot  imagint  duftafrWes 
wgleded  or  fbrfaken.  The  captain  of  the  convi^  may  be  Acrefbrd 
UttAA  by  theon  wttb  {trofeeutions,  tn  which  it  may  be'  difficult  to 
Bttke  his  innocence  ajqiear.  The  convey  may  be  fometimto  ac- 
cafed  fl£  deferting  the.  tradeia,  when  the  traders  in  reality  hare  for- 
bat  the  cooToy,  in  confidence  that  they  fiiould  either  arrite  &fe  ac 
the  port  without  prowdboiij  or  be  able,  if  they  fhould  happen  to  fatt 
iota  (he  enenfics  handl,  to  charge  their  misfortnie  apon  die  negli- 
gence of  tbeir  protestor. 

The  eighth  claufe,  my  Lordi,  Utbr  fir  front  being  fuch  M  might 
W  ezpeficd  irom  nierchanet,  that  it  Irems  radier  to  have  b«en  drawni 
ip  by  meo  who  ncv^  few  the  fea,  aor  heard  of  the  vitdsnct  of  i 
fiona.  Far  whothathad  thefligbteftideaofihe  uncertainty  and  hisard 
ef  a  failor's  condition,  who  that  had  been  ever  told  of  a  {hipwMdt^ 
wbut  looked  on  the  piduras  of  naval  diftrefs,  wtJuld  propofe  that 
*o  fliip  fboflld  retire  to  a-  harbour,  or  quit  the  ftation  to  which  it  was 
iffigneds  ^u  aity  prttentfi  wiat/otvt^  v/it^M  peraiiOit^,  ft>Mch  foBttJ 
tiincf  could  not  be  obtained  in  many  months,  and  which  never  cnuld 
be  nccived  Iben  enough  to  altont  of  a  reinedy  fiit  fuddeit'  di&ftqts,  or 
pr>tt>§  cdanities.  It  might  with  equal  reafon  be  enaAt^  that  rw 
BM  fli^atd  <]ttingitiflk  a  fiw  wittetat  an  aa  of  th6  Senate,  o^«pft  ft 
thisf  ftftaa  MrwindM^  without »  ooiftfttiQon  cf  array. 
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'  It  ii  happy,  my  Lords,  ttut  this.claufe  is  not  enforced  by  a  pc-  ' 
nalty,  and  therefore  can  never  have  the  obligatory  fandion  of  a 
law;  but  lince  it  may  reafonably  be  Aippofcd,  that  the  audiors  of  it 
intended  that  the  obrervation  [houM  be  fay  Tome  means  or  other  en- 
joined, let  us  examine  how  much  fecurity  it  would  add  to  our  navi- 
gation, and  how  much  flrength  to  our  naval  power,  if  the  breach  of 
it  had  been  made  capital,  which  is  in  itliJf  by  no  means  unreafofl- 
able  i  for  what  punifliment  Icfs  than  death  can  ftcute  the  obfcrvadou 
of  a.  law,  triiich,  without  the  hazard  of  life,  cannot  be  obeyed  ? 

Let  us  theiefore,  my  Lords»  fuf^ft  a  crew  of  gallant  Jailors  fur- 
prized  in  their  ciuize  by  fuch  a  hurricane  as  is  frequent  in  tbe  Ame- 
rican feas,  which  the  higheft  perfc£tion  of  fkill,  and  the  utmoft  exer- 
tion of  induAry  has  fcarcely  enabled  them  to  efcape  ;  let.us  coniidet 
them  now  with  their  mails  biolcen,  their  fliip  fluttered,  and  tbnr 
artillery  thrown  into  the  fea,  unable  any  longer  either  to  oppofean 
enemy,  or  to  rcftft  the  waves,  and  yet  forbidden  to  approach  the  land, 
and  cut  off  from  all  poffibility  of  relief,  till  diey  have  reprefented 
their  diftre&  to  fome  diflant  power,  and  received  a  gracious  pcnnif- 
fion  to  fare  their  live^ 

Mifery  like  this,  my  Lords,  admits  no  ex^;geration,  nor  need  I 
dwell  long  on  the  abfurdityof  eftablilhing  regulationfi  which  cannoc 
be  obJcrred,  and  which  if  they  were  enforced  by  any  Smdioiu,  pro- 
pordoned,  as  all  penal  lan^on^  ought  to  ba,  to  the  temptations  of 
violating  them,  muft  drive  all  our  tailors  into  foreign  fervicc,  or  urge 
them,  upon  tbe  firfl  diftrefsg  to  defiance  of  law,  and  iill  America 
with  pirates,  and  with  rebels. 

By  the  ninth  claufe,  my  Lords,  nothing  is  propofed  but  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  prcfcnt  difciplinei  It  requires,  that  the  commanders  of 
Jhips  of  war  ihall  (end  only  otnce  in  fix  months  thofe  accounts  of 
tbejr  cofHltiA  and  their  lervice,  which  they  are  at  prefent  obliged  to 
tranlinit  by  every  fhip  (bat  returns  from  America ;  fo  that  by  paffing 
this  bill,  we  fliall  only  be  difabled  from  receiving  regular  and  fea- 
Ibnable  informations  of  the  traii(a£tions  of  our  diflant  Iquadrons  and 
colonies,  iball  be  difturbed  with  groundlefs  fufpiciom,  and  tortured 
with  unneceflary  fufpence.  .    . 

-.  .1  have  arrived  at  length  at  the  laft  claufe,  idauie,  my  Lords, 
worthy  to  be  the  con{;luding  paragra[^  of  a  bill  hk«  this ;-  a  claufe 
tn  which  the  power  of  the  Admiralty  is  conunjinicated  to  the  govcr* 
tiors  of  our  colonies ;.  nien,  my  Louis,  not  hitherto,  much  cckbnted 
4  .  .  .    for 
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for  their  fuperior  wifiloin,  moderation,  or  intcgrityj  of  whom  at  . 
kaft  it  if  no  reproach  to  aflcrt,  that  Uiey  arc  known  to  be  for  the 
moft  part  wholly  unacquainted  with  maritime  afFairs,  and  very  littFe 
Allied  for  military  knowledge ;  and  of  whom  it  is  above  all  to  be 
conlidered,  that  they  generally  commence  merchants  at  their  arrival 
in  America,  and  may  more  probably  dlreA  {hips  fent  to  guard  the 
colonies,  to  ftations  in  which  they  may  preferve  their  own  veflels, 
than  tothofe  Where  they  may  contribute  moll  to  the  general  fecurity  , 
rf  trade. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  examined  without  prejudice  every  para- 
gn[A  of  this  bill,  and  believe  that  from  the  objcflions  which  I  have 
made,  it  appears  now  plunly  to  your  Lordfliips,  that  all  the  regula- 
lions  which  are  of  any  ufc,  are  fiich  as  are  already  eftablifhed  by  long 
eufiom,  or  by  former  ftatutes ;  and  fuch  therefore  as  it  is  unncccf- 
laryto  mention  in  a  new  law;  and  that  whatever  is  hereto  be  found- 
new,  is  abfurd,  unintelligible  or  pernicious. 

This  bill,  my  Lords,  is  laid  to  be  founded  on  the  ai9  made  for  tbe 
fime  purpofe,  in  the  wars  of  the  Queen  Anne ;  but  I  cannot  for-' 
bear  to  oblcrve,  that  thc^  original  law,  though  not  one  of  thofe  to 
wtiich  much  of  the  fuccefs  of  that  war  is  to  be  afcribed,  was  drawn 
up  wiA  more '  difcernment  than  the  bill  before  us.  It  was  at  leaft 
iatdligible ;  the  number  of  crutzers  was  limited,  and  it  was  there- 
lore  poffible  to  know  when  it  was  obeyed ;  but  of  this  bill  I  can  con-'^ 
'  fidently  afier^  that  as  no  man  can  underftand,  fo  no  man  can 
obferveit. 

I  hare  Ipt^n  more  largely,  rfly  Lords,  on  this  occafion,  becaufe 
Wi  Kli  relates  particularly'  to  my  prcfenl  employment,  in  which'  as 
1  define  to  do  my  duty,  I  defire  to  know  tt ;  and  furely  1  cannot  be 
coudemDcd  by  your  Lordfhips  for  oppofing  a  bill,  of  which  the  only 
tendency  is  to  make  my  province  difficult,  to  render  one  part  of  my 
office  inconfiftent  with  another,  and  engage  me  in  the  taOc  of  fuper-' 
iutending  the  execution  of  impra^tcable  meafures. 

■What  influence  my  arguments  will  have  upon  your  Lordlhips,  I 
cannot  forefee.  As  every  man  flatters  himfelf  that  his  own  opinions 
are  light,  I  hope  to  find  this  Houfe  concurring  in  my  fentiments  ; 
biK  whatever  may  be  the  determination  of  your  Lordlhips,  T  am  fo 
Iblly  convinced  of  the  pernicious  tendency  of  this  bill,  and  the  em- 
batrafTments  which  mufl  be  produced  by  an  attempt  to  execute  ic, 
that  if  it  be  not  rcjefled  by  diis  Houfe,  I  Qiall  willingly  relign  my 
O  a.  office 
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office  to  o&ers  of  more  6aur«{;«,  or  qf  gretttr- abilities  j  for  I  can 
Jiar^  no  hoftfi  of  pcTfonoiag  my  duty  under  thdc  refiridloa*,  udict- 
t6iny  own*boiiour,  or  to  the  adraongc  of  my  country. 

Tbe  pujc«  of  BeoFOED  jpoke  next  to  the  fbUowing  eficA :— My 
I<erdi,  Tlu>V|;h  the  noble  Lord  hu  jH'oduced  very  rpecious  i^mDcntt 
againft  every  paragraph  of  the  bill  before  us,  and  though  maay  of 
his  vbrervatJons  are  juft,  and  iQme  ctf  bU  objei&ioQs  not  eafily  to  b« 
Uifwercd,  yet  I  cannot  admit  that  it  will  produce  ttaofe  hoi  coaJ^ 
quences  which  be  Icems  to  fore&e,  nor  am  yet  conyinccd  that  it  wi^ 
be  either  pemkious  or  ufele&. 

It)  ^  always,  my  Lords,  been  the  pradice  t^  Ais  Ho)i(e»  t« 

attend  to  every  propolai  for  the  public  advantage,   te  ccMfid^r  i^ 

vithout  any  regard  to  tbe  charaflcr  of  thofe  by  whom  it  is  ofiwn^ 

and  to  alcove  or  reject  it  Vftm  no  other  motives  than  dtofe  o( 

'  juAice  and  rcafon. 

The  fame  equity  and  prudence  has  always  tnfiuoiced.  your  I<oni-i 
fliipt  to  diftingtiiih  batmen  the  ftveral  paru  of  tbe  tame  bill},  to 
n^e&  dwk  expedients,  of  which,  however  |daulU)Iet  eidier  cxpcrisoce 
m  itafw  Bi^X  djlcover  the  iinpropricty,^  and  to  sctaia  thql<;  fum 
iriliph  apy  real  benefit  caareafiiDablybQexpedcd.  Wc  fliould  neirec 
tiirow  away  gold  becaiift  it  it  nungled  with  drd»,  or  rcfufe  t»  pro- 
niD^  the  happincfa  of  die  nation^  becaufe  the  expedients  which  wwct 
eS^ced,  for  that  end  happened  to  be  coi^oined  with  Ibinq  otbtint  of  » 
^il^tablc  nature. 

By  the  profccution  of  this  method,  a  mediod,  my  Lords,  toai  n^ 
tipntl.  and.  jvft  to  be  neglcAed  or  fivgot^o*  I  doubc  not.  but  t)us 
IfiUi  which,,  as  I  Ihall  readily  admit,  is  not  yet  perfo^,  qtay  be.  in-> 
proved  into  a  law,  from  which  the  nation  wjill  receive  gccat.  a4n*- 
tagjes,  by  which  our  tcwie  will  be  e^teoded,  and  oue  riches  ipcrwded> 

Many  of  the  cUuJcs,  my  Lords,  may  in  my  opinion  admit  of  aa 
fafy  vindication,  others  may  be  amended  by  very  flight  altentioas* 
and  very  few  are  either  whi^jy  ufele&,  or  manifi^y  improper. 

The  chief  dsfe£t  of  the  iu;ft  daufe  is  fuch,  that  the  nobte  Loci  has/ 
by.  declaring  bis  dilkpprobation  of  it,  given  a  very  UDommon.  pfSM£ 
of  his  integrity,  dilinterefledners  and  moderationi  foe  it  i»  ttaperfibB 
only  by  placing  too  much  confidence  in  the  Admiralty,  which  it  IcA 
in  full  power  to  determine  die-  niimber  of  cmzcrt  io  or  atu  tbe 
Channel  and  foundings. 
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Tte  noble  loni  Iru  rontu-ked.  that  tbe  a&  of  Qaeeb  Anoej  on 
iriudi  iat  prtfem  biQ  Is  founded^  exa^d  a  detsnfainate  numbet  6f 
Alps  to  be  employed  In  Ait  particular  lervice,  uid  thiit  ft  was  thtre- 
fon  more  prudently  drawn  up  Aan  the  prefent  IhII.  Bitt  I  cannot 
ite  the  wiltlom  oF  dlmlniOiing  the  autii^rity  of  the  Lord  High  Ad' 
mini;  for  Bad  dut  aA  been  extended  in  the  lame  taMWt  to  odier 
fervices,  it  would  have  left  him  only  the  name  aiid  fhadow  of  an 
oSce,  without  power  and  without  ufe. 

Tliil  claufe,  my  Lords,  rightly  underAood,  is  only  a  declaration 
of  confidence  in  hii  Majeft/s  officers,  an  evident  confclEoil  of  dielf 
abSitie*  to  difcerA  the  intM«ft  of  the  public,  and  of  their  teal  for  tht 
itrofccution  of  it^ 

WIA  as  little  reafon,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  ofajc^d,  that  the  fliips 
ire  leqdred  to  be  careetied  tiiree  times  a  year.  The  hcceffity  o^ 
Cineoing  frequently  thofe  Ihips,  of  which  the  chief  ufe  arlfes  from 
Aidr  celerity,  every  lailor  can  declare  to  your  LordiHipi ;  nor  will 
any  man  whom  his  employments  or  lus  amuTements  have  made  ac- 
quainted with  navigation,  alledge  that  any  thing  is  propofed  in  the 
biD  which  it  would  not  be  detrimental  to  the  public  Icrvice  to  ncgled. 
It  has  been  ohjeSed  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  diey  are  direded  Xo 
be  careened  efltneryif  there  bt  accaJUn ;  terms  by  which  a  difcretionary 
power  is  implied,  of  which  yet  it  does  not  appear  in  Whofe  bands  it 
u  lodged.  Let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  what  inconvenience  can  arife 
from  the  claufc  as  it  now  ftands,  and  what  corruption  or'negligence 
can  be  encouraged  by  it. 

The  difcretionary  right  of  bringing  the  Ibip  into  the  ports  to  be 
Careened  oftener  than  thrice  a  year,  muri  be  without  controverfy 
placed  in  the  captain ;  for  none  but  thofe  that  are  in  the  &ip  can 
difcovet  the  neceHity  of  careening  it,  or  know  the  inconveniencies 
that  are  produced  by  the  adhefion  of  extraneous  fubftances  to  its  fides 
and  boaom. 

I  own,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  objcflcd,  that  every  capttin  will  by 
itil  claufc  be  fiirnifhed  with  an  excufe  for  delerting  his  Nation  at 
0eafurc  j  that  under  pretence  of  uncommon  ardour  to  purfue  the 
COetny,  he  may  wafte  his  time  in  endlcfs  preparations  for  expedition  j 
&at  he  may  loiter  in  the  port  to  careen  his  fliip ;  that  before  it  is  fouJ, 
te  may  bring  it  bacK  again,  and  employ  the  creW  in  the  lame  0[^ra- 
tioQ  J  and  that  our  rnerchants  may  be  takeii  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Barbour*  in  which  our  Ibips  of  war  lie  to  be  careened, 
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But,  my  Lords,  it  is  to. be  renicmbeicd,  .that'  in  the  third  claufe 
*.coinmiffioner  is  sppointed,  by  whom  accounu  are  regularly  to  be 
trsnCmitted  to  the  Admiralty,  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  every 
iliipi  and  by  whom  the  condud  of  every  captain  is  to  be  inrpeded ; 
and  that  he  may  eafily  dete£l  fuch  truant  commanders,  as  fliall  careen 
tbeir  Ihips  only  for  the  lake  of  deferdng  their  ftations. 

Nor  can  the  merchants  fufier  by  any  negligence  or  corruption  of 
the  caputns,  becaufe  it  is  intended  that  the  place  of  every  (hip  rc< 
turning  into  port  Dull  be  {iipplied  by  another ;  and  that  ^e  £une 
Dumber  Ihall  be  always  in  the  fame  ftvion,  unlels  more  important 
icrvice  makes  them  more  neceflary  io  another  place. 

This  provifo,  my  Lords,  a  provifo  undoubtedly  •rcafonable,  is 
cftaUiflied  in  the  ftcond.  claufe,  but  has  not  had  the  good  fortune  to 
cfcape  the  ccnfure  of  the  noble  Lord,  .who  has  enquired,  What  muft 
be  the  condu£t  of  the  commanders  of  cruizing  veflels,  if  a  lea-iight 
Ihould  happen  beyond  the  Cape,  which  they  are  in  this  cUufe  for- 
bidden to  pafs  i 

That  the  claule  may  admit  of  expreffions  not  only  more  proper, 
but  more  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  drawn 
up,  I  cannot  deny;  for  I  fuppofe  it  very  far  from  their  defign  to  limit 
the  operations  of  our  navy  to  any  part  of  the  ocean,  and  am  confi- 
dent that  they  meant  only  that  the  cruizers  IhouId  not  be  di^tched 
to  fuch  a  diftance  from  their  ftations,  as  that  our  coafts  fhould  be 
left  long  unguarded,  or  the  enemy  have  time  to  collect  his  force*, 
and  pour  his  navies  or  his  privateers  upon  our  defencele&  traders. 

If  by  the  commiiEoners  mentioned  in  the  third  claufe  be  intended 
a  new  fwarm  of  officers,  the  propofition  is  fuch  as  I  confols  myfelf 
very  iar  from  approving ;  for  it  will  be  to  little  purpoTe  that  we  pro- 
te3  ^e  trade,  if  we  invent  new  ceinmiffioners  to  devour  its  profits ; 
nor  can  we  hope  for  any  other  confequence  from  additional  wealdi, 
if  it  be  procured  by  increafing  the  influence  of  the  crown,  but  that 
we  ihould  become  a  more  tempting  prey  to  the  harpies  of  a  court. 

But,  oiy  Lords,  to  accomplifb  all  that  is  intended  by  this  claul^ 
there  is  not  any  need  of'new  officers ;  for  there  are  not  many  ports 
in  which  Qiips  of  war  can  be  commodioufly  careened,  and  perhaps 
there  isnot  one  which  can  be  ufed  for  this  purpofe,  in  which  there  is 
noc.already  fome  officer  of  the  crown,  whofe  employment  allows  hiia 
leifure  (iifficient  for  the  execution  of  a  new  charge,  and  whofe  prefeot 

fiJaty 
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b\tij  viW  i^hti  an  ample  recompence  for  fome  calual  addition  of 
I      cmptoyment. 

I  The  fourth  claurcj  in  which  is  provided  that  no  commander  (ball 
wSfuDy  fpring  his  maft,  or  dcfeVc  his  -ftation,  it  fuch  as  I  fhould  be 
willing,  mth  the  noble  Lord,  to  thinic  unnccefTary ;'  but  muft  appeal 
labour  Lordlbips,  whether  the  late  cohduA  of  the  convoys  has  not 
too  evidently  fliewn  the  deled  of  our  prefcnt  eftabliOiment. 

The  injuries,  my  Lords,  which  the  public  may  fuffer  by  the 
ftcjligmce  of  tiic  commanders  of  the  ftiips  of  war,  are  (iich  as  it  ts 
vorthy  of  the  legillatire  to  •obviate  'witfa  the  utmoft  caution ;  and 
,dKrefore  it  is  by  no  means  improper  to  cna£t  a  puniHiment  for  thofe 
w6o  duH  upon  any  falfe  pretences  leave  their  ftation  ;  for  though 
liKh  jKgleQ  of  duty  it,  in  the  prefent  ftatc  of  our  naval  eftablifliment, 
confidertd  as  difreputable  and  irregular,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  it 
bas  been  cenfurcd  with  the  deteftation  which  it  defcrvcs,  or  puniflied 
wth  the  fcverity  neceflary  to  its  prevention. 

It  is  obrcrved,  my  Lords,  with  relation  to  the  following  paragraph, 
Aatetdier  Houfe  may  at  prefcnt  require  accounts  of  the  cotidu£t  of 
the  captains  of  the  navy,  aiid  that  therefore  it  is  unneceflary  to  pro- 
vide by  any  oqw  Uw,  that  thoy  fliaU  be  laid  before  them  }  but  if  it  - 
be  conftderei),  my  I^rds,  how  niany  enquiries  which  we  have  a  right 
to  nwlcc,  are  year  after  year  conftantly  omitted,  and  how  many  may  - 
bt  excited  by  curioJity  to  read  accounts  which  lie  before.tbem,  who. 
yet  will  not  move  the  Houfe  to  demand  the  accounts,  or  engage  in 
the  debate  which  fuch  a  motion  may  produce,  it  will  not  be  thbughc 
uinccefiary  to  provide,  that  they  Ihall  be  fut^c£l  to  examiiution  with- 
out tbe  formalityof  a  regular  vote. 

At  to  the  fixtb  claufe,  my  Lords,  which  regards  the  nomination 
of  convoys  afa  certain  time,  I  can  dilcover  110  reafonable  objection 
to  fuch  a  provifion,  or  none  that  can  preponderate  againft  the  ad- 
vinc^es  which  may  arife  &om  it.  By  the  certain  eftablifliment  of 
convoys,  the  value  of  iiriurance  may  be  nearly  fixed ;  merchants  will 
blow  what  confidence  is  to  be  repofcd  in  the  force  of  the  fliips,  and, 
what  they  have  perhaps  bad  of  late  equal  reafon  to  examine,  how 
0)W:b  truft  can  be  placedin  t)ie  fidelity  of  the  commanders. 

The  Domioation  of  convoys^  my  Lords,  is  in  my  opintoti  more 

likely  to  afiright  our  enemies,  and  to  deter  their  attempts,  than  to 

encourage  them  by  tlie  information  which  ix.will  aflfbrd  them  i  for 

noAjng  but  our  own  negligence  can  conceal  from  us  the  naval 
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flfength  of  any  power  on  ewth  g  and  «•  iqay  fflwsyi*  while  wb  am 
careful  to  prclervc  our  auritiinc  fupcriority,  prowSt  o^r  iiwTchwt> 
'  fo  powerfull}',  that  none  of  out  enemies  0uU  be  incited  to  attack 
tiiem  by  tbe  luiowlcdge  of  the  pumbei  and  force  ai  tbe  Pups  aiqK>uitc4 
fa  thcii  defence, 

-  I  com*  nowy  tay  Lords*  to  the  feventh  claulcj  and  futely  to  «fcer. 
tain  tbe  duties  of  di«  o^ttains  to  whole  protedian  our  trading  vefiels 
ar«  entrufled}  cannot  appear  fuperfluou^  to  any  of  your  Lordfliip* 
who  bayc  read  the  lifts  of  our  lofles,  heard  the  coBi|Aaiiiti  erf' oar 
nvrdiaati,  or  made  any  enquiry  into  tbe  conduA  of  our  lea  captainst 
There  is,  I  fear,  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  Sonx  of  them  have, 
with  piemediutcd  dcfign,  deferced  the  traders  in  places  whuc  they 
Itave  JuMtwn  them  moQ  expofed  to  the  incudions  of  tbe  encoiy ;  aud- 
it is  to  the  laft  degree  evident,  thatothers  have  mani&fled  fudi  con- 
ten^  of  tbe  merchants,  and  fuch  a  difrcgard  of  ^leir  intereft,  ■■ 
may  qioft  juftly  cxpofe  then  to  the  fufpicion  of  very  criminal  oegli* 
gence,  of  negligence  which  no  cocnmuaity  can  be  too  watcbfiil 
againft,  or  too  feverely  punifb. 

It  haa  been  afirmed  by  the  nohle  Lord,  that  it  Is  not  equkabfe  !• 
fvbjcA  tbe  commanders  of  convoys  to  penalties  for  the  lofe  of  dte 
tiading  vefTcls,  whicb  ma^  perhaps  either  raAIy  or  negligently  quit 
tHcir  protcdion.  That  it  is  not  reafenable  to  fubj«3  them  to  penal- 
ties, is  undoubtedly  true  ;  but,  my  Lords,  it  is  far  from  being  equally 
cenain,  that  it  is  not  juft  to  expo(b  them  to  a  trial,  in  a  cafe  lo  wki«b 
it  mufi  be  almcfl  impoJSble  to  determine  blfely ;  t«  a  cafe  «kn 
tbe  crews  of  pprb^  twenty  (hips  may  be  called  as  witncficsof  tbdr 
condud,  and  where  none  but  fhofc  whofe  Hup  is  loft  can  be  twder 
the  leafl  tcmpUfion  to  offer  a  falfe  teflimony  againft  them. 

On  this  occasion,  my  Lords,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  oibwats 
the  otgefHon  produced  by  tbe  Ibeming  omiffiosi  qf  pcml  fandUoos 
wJlich  is  only  another  proof  of  implicit  confidence  in  the  officers  of 
the  Admiralty,  who  have  already  the  power,  aHowcd  to  military 
courts,  of  proceeding  againft  thofe  who  ftiall  deviate  from  tbeiroT'^ 
dsrs.  This  power,  which,  is  ia  a  great  degree  difcretionary,  it  was 
thought  improper  to  limit,  by  afcertainiag  the  punijhmeotof  crimes,' 
which  To  manycircumtUnces  may  Excavate  or diminifh;  andtben- 
fore,^  in  my  opinion,  this  daufe  is  Su  from  being  ta  d«ft^ve  as  6» 
mbk  l-wd  reprelifnted  it, 
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TlwAwtliftcliiifei,  by  wfakh  the  fliipa  in  America  ate  proMbited 
M  kwt  dKu-ftitioii,  by  wtich  it  is  requimj  that  ^counts  fliould  be 
ONCt  IB  fiy  nieiitlis  tranfoutted  to  the  Admirahy,  and  by  which  the 
dftiini  are  TubjeAed  to  the  command  of  die  goveriran  r^  our  cola* 
Die*,  ire  in  my  opinion  juflJytobecCTifurcd.  The  firft  it  impoffibkr 
tpbt  obferved,  the  fecond  ia  unneceflkry,  and  the  third  will  probably 
imdace  more  inconvenienciet  than  benefits. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  (hew,  diat  tliii  bill,  Aougll' 
Mt  futi&f  ii  yet  fuch  as  with  Tome  emendations  may  prodace  great 
■dvoMigef  to  the  traden  of  this  empire.  For  though  it  it  undoubt- 
«lyi jail  obferTadon,  diat  Ae  fuccc6  of  mihtary  attempts  caonot 
te  pRNrnted  hf  ri^  leAri^ons  and  minute  regulations,  yet  it  it 
efnDyccft>iii,^attio  nation  has  yet  been  fo  fortunate  artobeferved 
l>7  awn  t^  integrity  Aperior  to  laws,  or  of  wiidom  fuperior  to  in- 
flnAioaf  I  and  every  government  hat  found  it  neceflsry  to  direA  dw 
coDdod  of  ita  officers  by  general  rules,  though  Oiey  have  been  d- 
Wed  to  comply  wi&  particular  circumftgnces,  xnd  to  give  way  to 


I  diinfc  it  thenfert,  mf  Lorii,  nece)&ry  to  propoTe,  dut  this  bill 
flttS  be  iBwe  paKicufarly  enmined  in  a  committee,  that  afior  har- 
iBg  received  die  neceflary  explanations  and amendbtents,  it  maybe- 
n^rnd  sgaia  to  the  other  Houfe. 

I^Dblawakk  rofenext,  and  fpoke  to  the  pm^fe  following  r 
-^y  Lofds,  The  noUe  Duke  has,  by  hit  arguments  in  fevour  of 
tto  WU,  given  a  very  eminent  proof  of  great  abilities  j  he  has  fliewtj ' 
WMy  clauft  in  thac  1^  which  msy  l«aft  ejrpofe  to  view  its  impro- ' 
pnctin  and  dcfe^ ;  but  ha  at  leogdi  only  fbewn,  that  tt  is  not  im- 
pofiWe  to  make  a  ofeful  law,  for  the  parpofes  mentioned  in  t\ie  ritlfl 
of  this  bit! ;  not  that  any  of  the  expedients  now  propofed  will  aflbnt 
the  Mred  advantage  to  the  public,  or  obviate  any  of  the  inconve- 
nitocics  of  which  the  traders  have  been  fo  long  and  fo  importunately 
cempUining, 

This  biB,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  founded  upon  a  law  made  in  » " 
"ign  celebrated  for  the  wifdom  of  our  cohdua  and  the  fucceft  of  our 
imt  J  but  it  win  not,  I  iiippofc,  be  affcrted,  that  nothins  was  even 
in  that  period  ill  condufled ;  nor  will  it  he  an  argument,  fufficient ' 
(o»  At  JHfttfieatioM-  of  an  expedient,  An  it  W8>  praftifcd.  in  the 
»iaorioi«,reign  of  <^eenAnw. 

if 
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.  If  we  enquire  into  the  confequences  of  that  law,  we  QiaU  find  no 
iuducement  to  revive  it  on  this  or  any  future  occafion.  For  it  bad 
no  other  efie^  than  that  of  expoTiag  its  to,  our  cDcmies  by  dividing 
9ur  forces ;  a  dilkdvaDtagc  of  which  we  foop  found  the  cfFc^,  by  the 
Ipls  «f  two  large  fliipiof  f^venty  gMns^and  of  a. multitude  of  trading 
ve(&ls,  .whicb>  by  that  diminution  of  our  naval  a^maaiejit,  oeccQarily 
fell  into  the  hands  of  privateers  ^d  fniall  cruisers,  that  ravaged  tbe 
ocean  wiiCb«ut-fear  or  molcHation. 

If  we  exvnine  the  prelent  cAablifhment  of  our  nsry,  my  Lords, 
i(  will  he  difcovered,  that  nothing  is  propofed  in  this  bill  which  is  not 
more  efficacioully  performed  by  the  methods  now  in  ufe,  «nd~niOTe 
judicioully  eftablilhed  by  laws,  of  which  long  ocperieoce  has  fbewo 
the  ufefuloefs.  This,  my  Lords,  will  eafily  appear  from  the  perolid 
of  the.ordets  which  every  commander  of  a  convoy  regularly  receives, 
Vi4c)f  the  piioted  rules^eftabliflied  by  his  Majefty  in  council,  ibz  the. 
rojfal  navy. 

In  tbele,  my  Lords,  much  more  is  comprehended  than  can  pro- 
perly be  inferred  in  a  law  not  occallonally  variable ;  nor  do  I  think . 
apf  thing  omitted  vbifit  an  experienced  and  candid  enquirer  will 
think  ufefiil  to  the  increafe  of  our  naval  ftrength,  or  necel&ry  to  the 
protet^ion  of  am  commerce. 

In  confidering  this  bill,  I  {ball  not  trouble  your  Lordfhips  widi  a 
minute  conTideration  of  every  Itngle  paragraph,  though  every  para- 
graph might  furnifh  opportunity  for  animadverfions ;  but  &all  ccm»- 
t^nt  myfelf  with  endeavouring  to  evince  the  reafonablenefs  of  Ibme 
of  the  obje^cHis  made  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft,  and  en- 
forcing his  opinion  with  fuch  arguments  as  have  occurred  to  me,^ 
ti)oi)^  indeed  it  requires  no  uncommon  fagacity  to  difcover,  or 
fuperior  Ikill  in  ratiocinaticMi  to  prove^  that  where  diis  bill  wH)  pro- 
duce any  alteration  in  our  prefent  fcheme,  it  will  nuuiifeftly  change 
it  fisr  the  worfe. 

For  furely,  my  Lords,  it  will  not  be  necel&Ty  to  fliew,  hy.  mj 
elaborate  and  refined  reafoning,  the  abfurdity  of  confining  cruizers 
to  particular  ftations,  with  an  ablblute  prohibition  to  depart  from 
them,  whatever  may  be  the  certainty  of  djEllru^oi^  or  profped  at 
tdranuge. 

If  the  intention  of  cruizing  fbips  is  to  aqnpy  the  enemies  of  the 
nation,  ought  they  to  be  deprived  of  .t^e  libertjr  of  .purfiiing  them  ? 
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U  (bey  are  defigtwd  for  die  protc^on  of  our  merchanna'  muft  they 
not  be  allowed  to  attend  them  till  they  are  out  of  danger  I 
,  Every  one,  my  Lords,  has  had  opportuniues  of  obferving,  that 
there  are  men  who  are  wholly  cngrolTed  by  theprefent  moment,  and 
vbo,  if  ihey  can  procure  immoderate  profit,  or  efcape  any  impends 
iog  dai^r,  are  without  (he  lead  folicltude  with  regard  to  futurity. 
ind  who,  therefore,  live  only  by  the  hour,  without  any  general  fi:bcaie 
of  condud,  or  folid  foundation  of  lafling  happinels,  and  who  confe- 
quendy  are  for  ever  obliged  to  vary  their  meafurcs,.  and  obviate  ev^ 
new  accident  by  (otae  new  contrivance. 

hy  men  of  this  diipofition,  my  Lor  Js,  a  temper  by  which  dtey  are 
certainly  very  little  qualified  fur  legiflators,  the  bill  now  before  us 
feemi  to  have  been  drawn  up,  for  theif  attention  is  evidently  Jo  en- 
giged  by  the  prcfent  occurrences,  that  there  is  no  place  left  for  any 
ngvd  to  diftant  contingencies.  The  conclufion  of  this  war  is  to 
them  the  period  of  human  exiflence,  the  end  of  all  difcord  and  aQ 
policy.  They  confider  Spain  as  the  only  enemy  with  whom  we  t:an 
ever  be  at  variance,  and  have  therefore  drawn  up  a  law,  a  law  with- 
out any  limitation  of  time,  to  enable  us  to  oppofe  her.  They  have 
with  great  induflry  and  long  fearches  difcovcred,  that  cruizerson  this 
fide  Cape  Finifterre,  may  be  of  ufe  againfl  the  Spaniards,  and  pro. 
pole  therefore^  ihat  in  all  times  of  war  they  are  to  be  difpatcbed  to 
dut  individual  ftatlon,  though  we  fboutd  be  engaged  in  difputes  with 
tbe  Northern  Crowns,  or  fit  out  fleets  to  make  couquefh  in  the 
M  Indies. 

la  all  our  wars,  my  Lords,  however  judicioufly  concerted  and 
bowever  happily  concluded,  the  pleafures  of  fuccefs  have  been  abated 
by  the  fflortificatioo  of  lofles,  ?nd  fome  complaints  have  been  at  all 
tiaies  mingled  with  the  Ihouts  of  triumphs  fTow  much  foever  the 
glory  of  the  nation  has  been  elevated,  the  fortunes  of  particular 
perlbns  have  hien  impaired,  and  thofc  have  never  thought  thcmfelves 
"Kompenfed  by  the  general  advantages  of  the  public,  who  have  fuf- 
frred  by  the  acquifition  of  them  j  they  have  always  imagined  them- 
ftlves  marked  out  for  ruin  by  malevolence  and  refentment,  and  have 
toncluded  that  thofe  difaflers  which  fell  upon  them  only  by  the  com- 
mon chance  of  war,  were  brought  on  them  by  negligence  or  defign. 

The  lofles  of  our  merchants  in  the  prefcnt  war  mufl  be  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  more  than  common,  but  if  we  examine  accurately 
ioto  tbe  caules  that  may  be  aff  gned  for  fo  great  a  number  of  captures, 
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we  fliall  find  them  fucfa  as  this  law  will  have  no  tenikncy  to  remove^ 
fuch  as  might  b^  eafily  imagined  before  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  and  fuch  as  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  on  anj  fittare 
occafion  of  the  fame  kind,  to  hinder  ftom  producing  the  fame  efleSs. 
•  The  firft  and  greateft  caufe,  my  Lords,  of  the  number  of  our 
lofles,  is  the  number  of  our  fliips,  which  cannot  all  be  fuffldendy 
protected.  The  extent,  therefore,  of  our  commerce,  in  proportion 
to  that  of  our  enemies,  expofes  us  to  double  difadvantage  i  we  necef- 
&rily  lie  open  in  morcjiarts  to  the  depredations  of  privateers,  ant 
have  no  encouragement  to  attempt  reprifals,  becaufe  they  have  few 
■ihipi  of  value  to  be  feized.  The  profit  of  our  commerde  naturally 
withholds  out  fulors  from  our  flups  of  war,  and  makes  part  of  oar 
nary  an  idle  fhow ;  t^e  certainty  of  [Junder  incites  diem  to  turn 
Aeir  merchant  (hips  into  cruifers,  and  to  fulp«id  their  trade  for  mon 
t)rofitable  employment.  Thus  they  at  once  increaJe  the  nuoiber  of 
plunderers,  and  take  away  from  us  die  opportunity  of  repuring  our 
loflei  by  the  fame  prx£lice. 

And,  my  Lords,  if  the  lofles  of  our  merchants  have  been  greatir 
than  Fb  former  wars,  our  trade  is  more  extenfive,  and  our  ffliips  ht 
icpore  numerous.  Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten  that  a  very  important 
part  of  our  commerce  is  carried  on  before  the  eyes  of  the  Spaiuaids, 
fo  that  they  may  ilTue  out  upon  our  merchants  from  their  own  coaft^ 
and  retire  immediately  beyond  danger  of  purfuit. 

But,  my  Lords,  neither  the  fituaiion  of  Spain,  nor  the  extent  of 
our  commerce,  would  haVe  made  this  war  fo  deftrudive,  had  not  our 
merchants  fpmetimes  racilitaced  the  attempts  of  our  enemies  by  tbeii 
own  negligence  or  avarice. 
.  1  have  been  i^rmed,  my  Lords,  that  as  die  mafters  of  tn£ag 
veflels  complain  of  having  been  dcfertcd  by  their  convoys,  dif 
captains  of  the  'fliips  of  war  have,  in  their  turn,  exhibited  fuch  le^ 
prefentations  of  the  conduct  of  the  trading  mafiers,  as  may  prove  th4 
their  ca^ition  is  not  proportioned  Co  their  clamour,  and  that  in  hoMw 
ever  melancholy  terms  they  may  recount  die  mlferies  of  captivity,  Am 
calamities  of  ruined  families,  and  the  interruption  of  the  trade  of 
.Britain,  they  will  not  endeavour  to  efcape  their  enemies  at  the  CSr 
penc^  of  much  circumfpe^ion,  and  that  the  profpeA  of  no  IhII 
profit  will  befuflTcIentto  ove rebalance  the  danger  of  tbo(«  evils  lAf^ 
they  fo  pathecically  lament* 
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It  is  not  uocommoiH  iny  Lorist  whwi  tbf  Best  faic  entered  th^ 
opcQ  feu,  foe  the  tmlars  to  ulcc  difFerciiC  courfes  both  from  tbe 
CQDvojr  uui  from  esck  other,  and  to  cti^rfe  thcmfelves  beyond  the. 
poffibility  of  receiving  affiflftnce  in  danger  or  diAre&,  and  wbat 
woodcr  is  it  if  part  of  them  be  loft,  iince  only  part  of  them  am  be, 
Eioteaed?  ■ 

It  11U7  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  this  is  only  aii  «xcu(«  forged^ 
b;  tbe  camnwodcji  to  cover  their  own  neglig.ejwe  or  Uenchefy.  U 
10^  liealkcd,  what  motives  could  induce  the  merchants  to  tispfA 
^xsMiis  to  unnccefTary  dangeis,  or  virhat  proofs  tbey  have  ever. 
^itact  luch  wild  negtigence  of  their  own  intereft  or  bkty^  as  that 
tbey  fkould  be  l«^ic&ed  of  rulhing  piecipiutely  into  tbe  jaws, 
of  ripine  ? 

TItii,  my  Lords,  ii  an  ot^et^on  lpecio(l&  in  itfelfi  and  fucb  as 
ibofe  who  have  not  eiK^ed  into  the  prefeMt  ftatc  of  our  traffick  wHl. 
wt  very  readily  difcover  to  be  faUaciaus  i  but  it  may  eaftly  be  rr- 
oovtd,  by  &«wlog  that  the  danger  of  being  taken  by  th«  ene«y  is. 
|;«nera]ly  not  fo  great  to  thole  who  havt,  tbe  dtre^ion  of  the  fttip  ac  it 
is  commonly  believed. 

By  tbe  pieleiit  cuftom  of  infuj-uice,  my  Lords,  the  mtfcluiit 
impts  hjnlelf  from  the  hazard  of  great  lofTes,  and  if  he  infui«s  fo 
BDciiof  the  value  of  the  &ip  and  cargo,  that  the  chance  of  arriving. 
«ft  at  market  is  equivalent  to  the  remaining  part,  what  Ihall  hinder 
Wm  from  preffing  forward  at  all  events,  aiiddireaing  hi»  court  in- 
tKpidly  through  feas  crowded  with  enemies  ? 

ftis  well  kD0»n»  my  Lords,  that  there  Ls,  in  a  great  part  ©f  man- 
Knd,  a  fccret  malignity,  which  makes  one  miwitling  tocwitributtf  to- 
*eadvanugf  of  another,  even  when  his  own  inttrcft  will  fuf&r  no 
Anunution ;  oor  is.  it  to  be  imagioed  that  this  difpcAtion  is  left  pn- 
Attinant  in  traders  than  in  the  othw  clafles  of  the  commuotty,, 
^Iwugh  it  is  excned  00  different  occafions.  The  envy  of  one  pwt  <^ 
■anitind  is  excited  by  reputation,  or  iiuereft,  or  dignity,  of  power. 
*«  trader,  for  the  moft  part,  eovies  nothing  but  money,  in  whicb 
he  has  been  taught  from  his  infaocy  that  every  human  sxcelienec  i» 
nmprehended,.  ind  contributes  to  the  increzfe  of  tbe  rjcbca  of 
•«>4er,  with  th«  likm«  unwillingnefs  with  which  a  fddier  would- 
Wocur  in  die  advancement  of  an  inferior  oAcer  to  a  poft  of  higbcf : 
Bnk  and  audtori^  than  his  own. 

for  diit  rcaJG»m  my  X^oxd*.  Acre  i»  generally  s  maWvolencc  Jn-tlw 
"XfChant  agzinft  the  infiirer,  whwn  he  coofiden  at  an  Idle  eater- 
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p3Ier,'Imogwlthoutiaduftry  npondie  Uboun  of  others,  and»  there- 
fare^-  when  he  lays  down  the  Aim  ftipalatet!  for  fecnnty,  he  is  almoft 
In  ruTpencei  whetiicr  he  {hauld  not  prefer  the  lofs  of  the  rcmaioing 
part  of  the  value  of  bitvel&t  to  the  tnottification  of  feeing  the  infnier 
a^oy  dut  rxwney,  which  fear  and  caution  have  influenced  him  to  pa^. 

This  (iUrpolition,  undoubtedly,  inclines  him  to  proceed  with  left 
regard  to  his  own  fccurity,  and  betrays  him  into  dangers  trtiich  it 
was  at  leaft  poffible  to  avoid  ;  for  to  what  puipofe,  fays  he,  have  I  in- 
(iired  my  Ihip  if  I  am  not  to  be  (et  free  from  the  neceffity  of  anxiety 
andcautionf  If  I  arrive  fafely  at  the  port,  I  fhall  difpofe  of  my  com- 
modities with  uncommon  advantage  ;  if  I  mifcarry,  the  infurer  will 
at  leafl  fufFcr  with  me,  and  be  dcfervedly  punilbed  for  his  fafpicionS 
and  extortion. 

I  doubt  not  but  Tome  of  your  Lord{hip$  will  imagine,  that  I  an 
now  indulging  chimerical  fpeculations,  that  I  am  afciitHng  great 
force  to  weak  motives,  and  fuppofmg  men  to  ad  upon  principles 
whi<4i,  in  reality,  never  operated  in  the  human  breaft.  When  ]  tfainK 
diladvantageoufly  of  others,  my  LcM-ds,  I  am  indeed  always  deCrous 
to  find  mylelf  miftaken,  and  Ihatl  be  pleaTed  to  hear  on  diis  occalioa 
from  any  of  your  Lordfliips,  who  have  convcrfed  at  large  among 
mankind,  that  it  is  not  common  for  one  ifian  to  ncglcd  his  own  in- 
Cereft  for  ku  of  promoting  that  of  another.  In  the  prefent  queftioDi 
my  Lords,  I  have  only  fuppofed  that  envy  may  be  one  motive  among' 
many,  and  wifl)  its  influence  were  fa  fmall,  as  that  it  might  have 
been  leTs  proper  to  mention  it. 

The  pradice  of  infurance,  my  Lords,  whether  it  contributes  or 
not  to  the  number  of  the  captures,  undoubtedly  increales  the  clamottr 
which  they  occafion ;  for  as  the  loft  is  extended,  the  complaint  is 
multiplied,  and  both  the  merchant  and  infurer  take  the  liberty  of 
cenfuring  the  conduifl  of  the  naval  officers;  and  of  condemning  tba 
meaiiires  of  the  government.  The  mtnillry  is  charged  with  negled- 
ingtbe  protciBian  of  commerce,  with  oppreffing  the  merchiiiits,  aodL 
with  conniving  at  the  enemies  preparations,  that  they  who  moS 
eageriy  WiciteJ  the  war,  may  be  the  firft  that  fhall  repent  it. 

Another  caufe  of  the  frequency  of  our  loflcs  in  die  prcTent  war,  is 
the  general  circulation  of  intelligence  throughout  Europe,  by  whidi* 
it  is  made  iinpoffible  to  conceal  frdm  our  enemies  the  Hate  of  our* 
armies,  our  navies,  or  our  trade.  Every  regiment  that  is  railed 
every  fliip  that  is  built,  every  fleet  of  trading  veflels  Uut  lies  waiting' 
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tor  tkc  wind,  is  miihitdy  regiftetvd  in  tht 'papers  of  the  -vmHc,  ami  ac- 
counts of  it  tranfmittol  to  every  nation  of  the  world,  where  curio&ty 
trr  intctcft  mil  pay  for  infonnation.  The  Epaniaids,  ther^ire,  need 
I  enty  regulate  thiir  fchemcs  «:cordiag  to  their  Inftru^toiis  fironi 
'  fifitain,  and  watch  ihofe  fleets  which  are  frequently  fent  out«  for  . 
they  may  be  confi<]ent  that  fome  mailers  will  wander  from  their  pro- 
leQoTt,  enticed  by  avarice,  negligence,  or  temerity,  and  that  they 
fiullbavcopportunitics  of  enriching  themMvcs  without  the  neceffi^ 
of  engaging  the  conToy. 

To  protei^^  (hips  which  are  to  be  fteered  each  at  the  will  of  the 
nafttr,  is  no  lefs  impolEble,  my  Lords,  than  to  conduit  an  vmy  of 
which  e«ry  private  man  is  at  liberty  to  march  according  to  his  owo 
rapiice,  So  form  and  purfue  his  own  [rfan  of  operation,  and  to  difpute 
ind  B^Iea  the  orders  of  his  leader.  Nor  is  it  more  reafonaWc  ta 
fttbjed  the  captains  of  the  Oiips  of  war  to  penalties  for  the  lofs  of  a. 
Tiftl,  over  which  they  have  no  authority,  than  to  require  from  an 
*ficer  ia  the  army  an  account  of  the  lives  of  men,  who  pcrifhed  by 
i'lbbeying  bis  commands. 

In  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  we  might,  with  far  greater  probability  , 
•ffnccefe,  revive  aprecedent  that  maybe  found  in  the  reign  of  King 
Wi^am,  in  which  it  was  appointed  by  an  order  of  council,  that  the 
Mme  of  every  ihip  which  wentoutwitha  convoy  fliould  hcregiftcred, 
ud  thai  the  owners  fliouId  give  lecurity  to  provide  a  fufficient  number 
«f  arms  and  a  proper  quantity  of  ammunition  to  atSft  the  Imperial 
Alps  in  annoying  or  repelling  the  enemy ;  with  one  injun6lion  more 
of  tile  utmoft  importance  to  the  efBcacious  protedton  of  our  com- 
■eroe,  and  which,  therefore,  in  every  war  ought  to  be  repeated  and 
cnfiirced;  an  injunction  by  which  the  maflers  of  the  (hips  of  trade 
were  required  to  obey  the  direi^tions  of  the  commander  of  the  convoy. 
Tliac  Jbme  meafurcs  ought  to  be  concerted  for  the  prefervation  of 
nitride  I  am  very  far  from  denying,  and  IhaJI  willingly  concur  in 
fiicb  as  ffaall  to  me  appear  likely  to  promote  the  end  propofed  by 
(hem.  Oufc^folTes,  my  J^ordf,  are  undoubtedly  great,  though  I  be- 
Cere  ^r  Ms  than  they  are  reported  by  difcontcnt  and  malevolence ; 
far  if-«  fitip  be  delayed  by  an  accidental  hindrance,  or  kept  back  by 
contrary  witwis  ^r  a  lew  days,  there  are  men  fo  watchful  to  fnatch 
t^ny  opportunity  of  reproaching  the  meafures  of  the  government, 
hit  a  clamour  is  immediately  raifed,  the  Ihip  is  taken,  the  mercha'nts  - 
we  laorificed,  and  the  nation  betrayed. 

While 
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^  While  ttM  r*fMt  »  cofHre7«dfroiB  OM  to  tnodwr,  tod  Uk«otlKr 
faUhood*  HKMaling  io  Ut  piogreti,  whiU  svcrjr  nun  add*  fome  cu- 
CumftanceefciaiCesfatMMi,  orfomeiiewproorgf  tbcRcscher^  of  die 
Wfl^ry«  Ckc  fllip  enters  the  port,  ud  putt  an  end  indeed  to  rbe 
aiixieCj  of  tlw  owoms  and  mTuren,  but  b^  ao  meun  pacifica  die  peo- 
(^  or  fSfDOvet  dmr  pr^udicea  agaiafl  the  condud  of  tbeir  gover- 
nors ;  for  u  no  man  acknowlodget  bimfi^  the  iirft  uitbor  of  die 
nport,  no  cuuk  thinks  himfidf  under  aojr  oUigatiea  to  retn£l  er  coo- 
fiite  it,  tnd  the  paffiens  of  die  multitude,  being  once  in  comnnxioSf 
omnot  b»  cahned  before  anocber  opporiuoirr  o^  the  lune  kind  najr 
be  eftrcd  for  earning  them  alrdb. 

To  the  expe&uibiu  of  the  pet^Ie,  my  Lords,  it  is  always  proper 
to  bavt  fone  reganl,  nor  it  dwte  any  valuable  ufe  <tf  power  bat  Att 
of  promoting  happineb,  and  preventing  or  removing  adamities  ^  but 
wc  are  not  to  cjidBavaur  to  pacify  them  by  the  appearance  of  rcdr^ 
which,  in  reality,  will  only  incnafe  diofe  evila  of  which  they  eon- 
glain,  nor  to  depre&  Che  reputation  of  thi»  Aijesibly  by  paffing  faiwt 
.  which  the  experience' of  a  (ingle  month  will  prove  to  be  ofnoule. 

Of  this  kind,  aiy  Lords,  the  bill  now  before  lu  has  been'  (hewn  by 
the  noble  Lord  that  ipofce  fird  on  diia  occaJion,  by  whom  twetj 
clauie  has  been  di&overed  to  be  eidwr  dafedive  or  uoneceflny,  *ai 
who  has  evinced,  beyond  all  poffibilityof  reply,  that  the  regtdadaaa 
hew  propoled  can  be  divided  only  into  two  kinds,  of  which  one  is 
already  clbhlilhed  either  by  law -or  prefcriptiM,  and  die  otkcrcwMiot 
be  admitted  without  apparent  injury  both  to  our  navy  and  our  trade. 
.  Fart  of  the  claufes  the  noble  Duke  has  indeed  attetnptied  eo  deAndii 
but  ha*  been  obliged  by  his  r^^d  to  reafon  and  to  truth,  to  mejM 
(uch  concciSons,  as  are,  in  my  <^inion,  fufficient  argumenta  for  lb* 
rejedion  of  the  bill.  He  has  admitted  <^  almoft  every  cUufe  Am  in 
■»  imperfod,  that  it  may  he  amended  by  fortbcr  ,cooGdefUioo»  load 
that,  though  not  whdly  to  be  negleded,  it  yet  requires  famt  fartfaa* 
improvements  to  become  efieSual  to  the  advantage  of  our  merchaa 
'  The  three  lafl  claulec  his  natural  abilities  and  jufl  dilcemmenii  W' 
mediately  fbewed  him  to  be  indcfenlible,  and  he  baa  too  much  tegmd 
Xpf  ttic  fnteceft  of  hit  country  to  attempt  the  viodicatiea  of  t-  biS^ 
which  could  not  be  pa&d  without  weakening  It  by  impurity  in 
DtwalfoEce,  aadyet  moR&aJiblybydininiflujigtheFeputuioaofica, 
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I  ho^  dierefore,  mj  Lords,  that  I  fhaU  not  undergo  the  common 
cenTurc  of  difregard  to  our  cooimercial  intereft,  or  be  ruilced  amoDgft 
ihecMmiesof  thenerchaatB,  though  I  declare,  that  in  my  opinion, 
diis  bill  ought  to  be  reje^ed  as  unneceflary  and  injudicious,  and  that 
we  fbouM  only,  by  conitdering  in  a  committee  what  no  cottiiderati^n 
cantmend,  waJle  that  time  in  a  fruitle&  attempt,  which  may  be  fpc^t 
'  mucb  more  ulefully  upon  other  fubje^ls. 

Lord  CaktKRXT  fpgkc  aext  to  the  following  poTpoTe ;— My 
I^rds,  thou^  I  do  not  approve  equally  of  every  part  of  the  bill  oc«r  - 
before  us,  though  I  think  fome  of  the  provifioos  unoecef&ry,  others 
unliiujy.to  produce  any  beneficial  efic&,  and  fome  already  eftablUbcd 
hj  &>raier.a&  of  tbe  Senate,  or  rules  of  the  Admiralty,  yet  I  cannot 
igree  widi  the  noble  Lord  that  it  is  unworthy  of  farther  confide  ration. 
Id  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neccflary,  for  many  reafons,  to 
nnead  this  bill  rather  than  reject  it ;  and  I  hope,  that  when  I  fluU 
have  laid  before  you  the  refult  of  thoTe  enquiries,  and  thofe  refie^ons 
wbich  I  have  made  on  this  occaTion,  your  LonUfaips  will  judge  U  npt 
inipioper  to  refer  it  to  a  committee. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  neceflary  to  the  legiflature  than  the 
aficftion  and  clVccm  of  the  people ;  all  government  confifts  in  the 
•utbontyof  the  yiv  over  the  fliany,  and  auriiority,  therefore,  can  be 
faundRl  only  on  opinion,  and  muft  always  fiUl  to  the  ground,  wh«n 
ttiat  ivhich  fupports  it  is  taken  away.  / 

'For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  it  is  worthy  of  this  moft  tuguft  and 
iwfuj  Ailembly,  to  endeavour  to  convince  the  people  of  our  f<^i«itude 
^  their  happineft  and  our  compaffirai  for  their  fulierings,  left  we 
'  Ibovld  leem  elevated  by  the  cafiial  advantages  of  birth  and  fortune 
■bove  regard  to  the  lower  claOes  of  mankind,  left  we  ihould  feem 
oaltcd  above  others  only  to  negled  them,  and  invefted  with  power 
Mly  to  exert-it  in  iOa  of  wanton  oppreiEon,  left  high  rank  Ihould  in 
time  produce- hatred  rather  than  reverence,  and  fupcriority  of  fortuse 
'  only  tempt  rapine  and  excite  rtrbellian. 

The  bill  now  under  our  confldcratibn,  my  Lords,  cannot  be  re- 
JBAed  without  danger  of  exafperating  the  nation,  without  affording 
-tothedifcontentfd  and  malevdent  an  opportunity  of  reprefonting  this 
'  Sottfe  as  rcgardlcl*  of  the  public  miferies,  and  deaf  to  the  cries  of  our 
'Mk>w-luii^eda  languifhing  in  captivity  and  (nourning  in  poverty. 
I  The  melancholy  and  dejcAed  will  naturally  conceive  us  inebriated 
-•idi  affluence,  and  elated  wiih  dignity,  endeavouring  to  remove  from 
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-our  eyes  every  fpe&cle  of  itiifery,  and  to  turn  zTide  from  ^o(e  la- 
nicnUtionB  which  may  interrupt  the  enjoyment  of  our  felicity. 

Nor  indeed  can  it  be  juftly  (kid,  that  fuch  reprefentatitms  are 
without  grounds,  when  we  confider  the  important  occaflon  on  which 
(his  bill  is  drawn  up,  the  bittcriicls  of  thofe  calamities  which  it  is 
intended  to  redrefs,  and  the  authority  by  irtiich  it  is  recommended 
to  us. 

It  may  naturally  be  expefied,  my  Lords,  ■  diat  the  title  of  a  bill  for 

'  the  protediion  and  fecurity  of  trade  {bouU  raife  an  uncommon  degree      J 
of  ardour  and  attention  ;  it  might  be  conceived  that  every  Lord  in  this      j 
Houfe  would  be  ambitious  of  ftgnalifing  his  zeal  for  the  intereft  <^  his       I 
country,  by  propofmg,  on  this  occafion,  every  expedient  which  ex- 
perience '  or  information  had  fuggefted  to  him,  and  that  inftead  of 
fetting  ourfelves  free  from  the  labour  of  enquiry  and  the  anxiety  of 
deliberation,  by  rai&ng  objections  to  the  bill  and  reje^ng   it,  we 
ihould  labour  with  unanimous  endeavours  and  inceflant  affiduity  to 
fu[q)1y  its  dcfc£ts,  and  correct  its  improprieties,  to  Jhew  that  a  defiga 
fo  benefical  can  never  be  propofed  to  us  without  eSe€t,  and  that  when- 
ever we  find  honeft  zeal  we  fliall  be  ready  to  ai£ft  it  with  judgment 

-  and  experience. 

Compaffion  might  likewile  concur  to  invigorate  our  endeavotmon 
this  occafion.     For  who,  my  Lords,  can  reflei^  on  families  one  day 
flouriQiing  tn  affluence,  and  contributing  to  the  general  profperity  pf 
their  country,  and  on  a  fudden,  without  the  crime  of  extravagance 
or  negligence,  reduced  to  penury  and  diftreft,  harrafled  by  creditors 
and  plundered  by  the  vultures  of  the  law,  without  wilhing  that  fucti 
misfortunes  might  by  fame  expedient  be  averted  i  But  this,  my  Lords* 
is  not  the  only  nor  the  greateft  calamity,  which  this-bill  is  intended  to      < 
prevent.     The  lofs  of  wealth,  however  grievous,  is  yet  lefs  to  be 
dreaded  than  that  of  liberty,  and  indigehce  added  to  captivity  is  the 
higheft  degree  of  human  mifery.     Yet  even  this,  however  dreadful,  is    . 
now  the  lot  of  multitudes  of  our  fellow-fubjefts,  who  are  languifliit^^  ' 
with  want  in  the  prifons  of  Spain. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  every  propofalmuQ  be  well  received  that  intends 
the  prevention  or  relief  of  calamities  Mc  thefc.     Surely  the  ruin  of  ics   j 
merchants  mull  abrm  every  trading  nation,  nor  can  a  Britifh  Serkste   ■ 
Jit  unconcernrd  at  the  captivity  of  thofe  men  by  whom  liberty   is  i 
chiefly  I'uppurtcd.  3 
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Of  the  importance  of  the  merchants,  by  whom  this  bill  iS'  recom- 
mEnded  to  our  confidcration,  and  by  whofe  influence  it  has  already 
palled  [he  other  Houfc,  it  is  not  necelTary  to  remind  your  Lordlhips, 
who  know,  that  to  this  clafs  of  men  our  nation  is  indebted  for  all 
the  advantages  that  it  polTeflcs  above  thofe  which  we  behold  with 
compaffion  or  contempt,  for  its  weaith  and  power,  and  perhaps  for 
its  liberty  and  civility.  To  the  merchants,  my  Lords,  we  owe  that 
our  name  is  known  beyond  our  own  coafts,  and  that  our  influence  is 
not  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  tingle  ifland. 

Let  us  not  therefore,  my  Lords,  rejefl  with  contempt  what  is  pco. 
pofed  and  folicited  by  men  Qf  this  clafs  ;  men  wbofc  experience  and 
knowledge  cannot  but  have  enabled  them  to  offer  fomeUiing  uleful 
and  important,  though  perhaps  for  want  of  acquaintance  with  former 
lawi,  they  may  have  imagined  thofc  provitions  now  firft  fuggefted, 
which  have  only  been  forgotten,  and  petitioned  for  the  enaftion  of  9 
sew  law,  when  they  needed  only  an  enforcement  of  former  llatutes. 

That  our  naval  force  has,  in  the  prefent  war,  been  mifapplied,  that 
OUT  commerce  has  been  expofcd  to  petty  fpoilers,  in  a  degree  nev£r 
kaowQ  before,  that  our  convoys  have  been  far  from  adding  fecurity  to 
our  traders,  and  that  with  the  moft  powerful  fleet  in  the  world, 
we  have  fufiered  all  that  can  ^I  upon  the  moll  defencelefs  nation, 
annot  be  denied. 

Nut  is  it  any  degree  of  temerity,  my  Lords,  to  affirm,  that  thele 
misfortunes  have  been  brought  upon  us  by  either  negligence  or 
treachery,  for  befides  that  no  other  caufe  can  be  aflignedfor  the  lofles 
which  a  powerful  people  fuffer  from  an  enemy  of  inferior  force,  there 
is  the  ftrongcft  authority  for  aflerting,  that  our  maritime  affairs  have 
been  ill. conducted,  and  that  therefore  the^egulation  of  them  is  very 
.  ieilbnably  and  properly  folicited  by  the  merchants. 

For  this  allertion,  my  Lords,  we  may  produce  the  authority  of  the 
other  Houfe,  by  which  a  remonlVrance  was  drawn  up  againfl  the 
'  C0Rdu£t  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty.  This  alone  ought 
to  influence  us  to  an  accurate  difcuffion  of  this  affair.  But  when  an 
authority  yet  more  venerabje  is  produced,  when  it  appears  that  his 
Majefly,  by  the  difmillion  of  the  Commiflioners  from  their  employ- 
■oents,  admitted  the  juftjce  of  the  rcprefentation  of  the  Commons,  it 
furely  can  be  of  no  ufe  to  evince,  by  arguments,  the  nqccfllty  of  new 
legulations. 
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It  is  indeed  certain,  thxt  men  of  inteurity  and  prudence,  men  of 
ability  to  difcem  their  duty,  and  of  refolution  to  execute  it,  can  re- 
ceive very  little  aiEflance  from  rules  and  prefcriptions ;  nor  can  I 
deny  what  the  noble  Lord  has  affirmed,  that  they  maybe  fonettmeS 
embarralled  in  their  mcafurcs,  and  hindered  from  fnatching  opportu- 
nities of  fucccfs,  and  complying  with  emergent  occafions  i  but,  my 
Lords,  we  are  to  confider  mankind,  not  ps  wewifh  them,  but  as  we 
find  them,  frequently  corrupt,  and  always  fallible. 

If  men  were  all  honell  and  wife,  law^of  all  kh|ds  would  be  fuper<  I 
Buous,  a  legiflature  would  become  ufelefs,  and  our  authority  muft 
ceafe  for  want  of  objects  to  employ  itj  but  we  find,  my  Lords,  that 
there  are  men  whom  nothing  but  laws  and  penalties  can  make  fup- 
portable  to  fociety,  that  there  are  men,  who,  if  they  are  not  told 
their  duty,  will  never  know  it,  and  who  will,  at  laft,  only  perform 
trfiat  they  (hall  be  punlflied  for  negleAing. 

Were  all  men,  like  the  noble  Lord,  whom  I  am  now  attemptitig 
to  anfwer,  vigilant  to  difcover,  fagacious  to  diftinguiib,  and  in- 
duArious  to  proTccute  the  intcrcft  of  the  public,  I  (hould  be  very  far 
from  propoftng  that  they  {hould  be  conftrained  by  rules,  or  required 
to  fellow  any  guide  but  their  own  reafon  ;  I  Ihould  rcfign  my  own 
profperity,  and  that  of  my  country,  implicitly  into  their  hands,  and 
reft  in  full  fecurity  that  nothing  would  be  omitted  that  human  wifilom 
could  di£late  for  our  advantage. 

I  am  not  perfuading  your  Lordfhips  to  lay  re  (I  raints  upon  virtue  and 
prudence,  but  to  confider  how  feldom  virtue  and  authority  are  found 
together,  bow  often  prudence  degenerates  into  felfithnefs,  and  all 
generous  regard  for  the  public  is  contradted  into  narrow  views  of  pri- 
vate intereft.     I  am  endeavouring  to  (hew,  that  fince  laws  muft  be 
equally  obligatory  to  all,  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  few  good  men  to 
fubmit  to  reftraints,  which,  though  they  may  fomctimes  obllruA  the     , 
influence   of  their   virtue,   will  abundantly  recompcnfc   them,    by     ] 
fecuring  them  from  the  mifchiefs  that  wickcdnefs,  reigning  almoft     | 
without   limits,   and   operating  without    oppufttion,    might  briDg     ; 
upon  them. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,   my  Lords,  that  no  degree  of    - 
human  wifdom  is  exempt  from  error ;  that  he  who  claims  the  privi-    , 
lege  of  afling  at  difcrction,  fubjeds  himfelf  likewife  to  the  neceffitjr    | 
of  arilwcring  f(>r  the  confcquences  of  bis  conduit,  and  that  ill  Jucecfi 
will  at  leaft  fubjedl  him  to  reprtucS  and  fufpicion,  from  which,  be 
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wholecoadufl  is  regulated  by  eflablUhed  ruleg,  may.  always  have  sn   . 
eppoftunicy  of  fetting  himfelf  free. 

Fixed  and  certain  i^uUtions  arc  tlicrcfore,  my  Lords,  ufeful  to. 
the  wifaft  and  beft  men  %  aud  to  Utole  whofe  abilities  are  le(i  con- 
Iplcuoiu,  and  whofc  integrity  is  at  bcft  doubtful,  I  fuppole  it  will 
sot  be  doubted  ±at  they  arc  indifpcn&bly  nccellary. 

Some  of  tbe.expedicau  mentioned  in  this  bill,  I  (ball  readily  concu<= 
widi  the  nt^  Lord  in  cei^ring  and  rejecting ;  I  am  very  far  from 
thinbng  it  expedient  to  inveft  the  Governors  of  our  Cblonios  with 
any  new  degree  of  power,  or  to  fubjed  the  captains  of  our  H^pa  (rf 
vu  to  theif  comntatid.  I  have  lived*  my  Lotds>  to  fee  many  fuc- 
cefEons  of  thole  petty  monarchs,  and  have  known  few  whom  I  would 
willingly  trull  with  the  exercifc  of  great  authotiiy.  It  is  not  uncom- 
Hion,  my  Lords,  Ibr  thofe  to  be  made  cruel  and  a4)ricious  by  power, 
who  were  moderate  and  prudent  in  lower  ftations ;  and  if  the  d&^ 
of  exaltation  are  to  be  feared  even  in  good  men,  what  may  not  be 
«9e£tcd  from  it  in  thofe,  whom  nothing  but  a  diftant  em^Joyment 
could  Ercure  from  the  laws,  and  who,  if  they  had  not  been  fent  to 
America  to  govern,  mufl  probably  have  gone  thither  on  a  di&reitf 
«cca&onf 

The  noble  Duke,  who  has  vindicated  die  bill  with  arguments  to 
which  very  little  can  be  added,  and  to  which  I  believe  nothing  can  * 
be  replied,  has  exprefled  his  unwillingnefs,to  concur  in  any  meafuies 
fcr  the  execution  of  which  new  officers  muft  be  ai^imed.  An  in- 
cfcafe  of  officers,  my  Lords,  Is  indeed  a  dreadful  found,  a  found  that 
cannpt  but  forebode  the  ruin  of  our  country ;  the  number  of  officer* 
ilready  eftablifbed  is  abundantly  fufficient  for  all  uTeful  purpoles,  oor 
can  any  addition  be  made  but  to  the  ruin  of  our  conAitution. 

lam  therefore  of  opinion,  that  no  new  officerwas  intended  by  thofe 
that  drew  up  the  bill|  and  that  they  propoled  only  to  furnifh  thofo 
lliat  loiter  in  our  ports,  at  the  expence  of  die  public,  with  an  op- 
(ortiuity  of  earning  their  falaries  by  (bme  ufeful  employment. 

I  know  not  indeed,  my  Lords,  whether  any  good  eficfls  can  b« 
teaibnably  hoped  from  this  provilion ;  Whether  men  accuftomed  to 
cannivance  and  ne^gencc  in  ai&irs  of  lefe  importance,  ought  to  be 
tn4fied  with  the  care  of  our  naval  preparations,  and  engaged  in  fcr« 
vice,  on  which  the  profperity  of  the  public  may  depend,  and  cannot 
conceal  my  apprebeniiona,  that  fuch  men,  if  commiffionod  to  fijper« 
uucod  others,  txay  tbemfelves  leqiure  a  (upaioteodaat. 
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But,  my  htitis,  this  and  every  other  claufe  may  in  a  committee 
be  carefully  examined  and  deliberately  correfted  ;  aiidfihce  it  appears  - 
evident  to  me,  that  fomc  law  fs  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  of  our 
commel-ce,  I  tliink  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  rejeSed  without  fertber 
confide  rati  on. 

Lord  WiNCHBLSEA  rofc  again,  and  fpoke  thus: — My  Lords,  as 
the  known  fincerity  of  that  noble  Lord  allows  no  room  for  fufpe^Utig, 
that  he  would  beflow  any  praifes  where  k  did  not  believe  there  was 
fome  dcfert,  and  as  his  penetration  and  acutcnefs  fecure  him  firom 
teing  deceived  by  any  falfe  appearances  of  nierit,  I  cannot  but  applaud 
myfelf  for  having  obtained  his  efteem,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  for- 
feited by  my  future  conduit. ' 

-  Having  happily  gained  the  regard  of  fo  exa£t  a  judge  of  manldnit, 
1  am  the  lefs  folicitous  what  opinion  may  be  conceived  of  my  abilities 
or  intentions  by  thofe  whofe  cenfurcs  I  lefs  fear,  and  whoTe  praifes  I 
lefs  value,  and  Oiall  therefore  chearfuUy  hazard  any  degree  of  popu- 
larity, which  I  may  have  hitherto  poflelTed;  by  continuing  my  op- 
pofition  to  this  bill,  of  which  I  am  ftill  convinced  that  it  will  produce 
nothing  but  cmbarraiTment,  lofles,  and  difgrace. 

The  neceility  of  gaining  and  prcfcrving  the  efteem  of  the  peo|^  I 
very  willingly  allow,  but  am  of  opinion  that  though  it  may  fometimes 
be  gained  by  flattering-  their  paflions  and  complying  with  their  im- 
portunities, by  falfe  appearances  of  relief  and  momentary  alleviations 
of  their  grievances,  it  is  only  to  be  preferved  by  real  and  permaneot 
benefits,  by  a  fteady  attention  to  the  great  ends  of  government,  %nd 
a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  obtained, 
without  regard  to  prefent  prejudices  or  temporary  clamours. 

I  believe,  my  Lords,  it  will  always  be  found  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
gratify  the  people  at  their  own  expence,  and  to  facrifice  their  intereft 
to  their  caprices  j  for  I  have  fo  high  a  veneration  of  their  wifdom,  as 
to  pronounce  without  fcruplc,  that  however  they  may  for  a  time  be 
deceived  by  artful  mifreprefentations,  they  will  at  length  learn  to 
efteem  thofe  moft,  who  have  the  rcfoluiion  to  promote  their  happi- 
refs  in  oppofition  to  their  prejudicesi 

■  lam  therefore  confident, -my  Lords,  of  regaining  the  popularity 
which  I  may  lofe  by  declaring  once  more  that  this  bill  ought  to  be  re- 
jeftcd,  fince  no  endeavours  flialt  be  wanting  to  fhcw  how  little  it  is 
neceSary,  by  an  effeflual- prowilionof  every  part  of  our  trade,  mjtt 
a  diligent  proviiion  £ir  the.  na*a]  feivice.  -'      - 
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The  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe  andfpoke  to  thisefTeft : — My  Lords, 
1 2in  convinced  that  this  bill  is  very  far  from  being  cither  abfurd  or 
ufelc^,  nor  can  imagine  that  they,  by  whom  it  was  drawn  up,  could 
&il  of  producing  fome  expedients  (hat  may  defcrvc  confideiation. 
I  It  is  probable,  that  a  farther  enquiry  may  fhew  the  propriety  of 
Tome  claufes,  which  at  prelcnt  appear  moH  liable  to  ceafure ;  suU 
diat,  if  we  rejeS  this  bill  thus  precipitately,  we  ihall  condemn  what 
wt  do  not  fully  comprehend. 

No  claufe  appeared  to  me  more  unworthy  of  the  judgment  and 
penetration  of  the  merchants  than  the  lafl,  nor  was  there  any  which 
I  lliould  have  rejcfted  at  the  firft  perufal  with  lefs  regret ;  yet,  having 
taken  this  opportunity  of  contidering  it  a  fecond  time,  I  find  it  by  no 
means  indefenfible,  for  the  dlre^on  of  fllips  ftaiioned  for  the  defence 
of  our  American  territories,  is  not  committed  to  the  governors  alone^ 
The  council  of  each  province  is  joined  with  them  in  authority,  by 
whom  any  private  regards  may  be  overborne,  and  who  cannot  be  fup- 
poled  to  concur  in  any  dirc£Uons  which  will  not  promote  the  general 
intcreft  of  the  colony. 

I  doubt  not,  my  Lords,  but  other  claufes  have  been  equally  mif- 
Caken,  and  therefore  think  it  necelTary  to  con(ider  tbem  in  a  com- 
mittee, where  every  X<ord  may  declare  bis  fentiments,  without  the 
reltraint  of  a  formal  debate,  and  where  the  bill  may  be  deliberately 
revifed,  and  accommodated  more  exai^ly  to  the  prefem  exigencies  «f 
the  nation. 

Lord  WiNCHBLsSA  fydke  again  in  fubClance  as  follows:— ^My 
Lords,  the  only  reafon  which  has  beei]  urged  for  confidering  tbis  bill 
in  a  committee,  is  the  necciEty  of  gratifying  the  merchants,  and  of 
fliewing  our  concern  for  the  profperity  of  commerce.  If  therefore  it 
(hail  appear,  that  the  merchants  are  indifTerent  with  regard  to  it». 
AicceGi,  I  hope  it  will  be  reje^ed  without  oppoCtion. 

X  was  this  morning,  my  Lords,  informed  by  a  merchant,  who  ha* 
many  opportunities  of  acquainting  hlmfelf  with  the  opinions  of  the 
trading  part  of  the  nation,  (hat  they  were  fully  convinced  of  the  im- 
poffibility  of  adapting  fixed  rules  to  variable  exigencies,  or  of  ' 
eftablifliing  any  certain  method  of  obviating  the  chances  of  war,  and 
defeating  enemies  who  were  every  day  altering  their  fchemes ;  and 
declared  that  they  had  no  hopes  of  fecuritybutfrom  the  vigilance  of  *■ 
Aoard  of  Admiralty,  felicitous  for  the  welfaie  of  the  merchants,  ant) 
sbe  honour  of  the  oatloa. 

P  4  Lord 
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Lord  Cholmondbley  role  and  fpolee  R>  du  following  purpofe : — 
My  Lords,  as  three  daufes  of  this  bill  have  been  unitferAUygiven  op, 
and  ainwfl:  all  the  reft  plainly  proved  by  die  noUe  Lord  to  be  either  ab- 
furd  or  Aiperfluous,  I  cannot  Ice  why  it  Ibould  not  be  rej^cd  without 
the  folemnity  of  farther  conltderation,  to  «4iich  indeed  nothing  but  die 
tide  can  give  it  any  claim. 

The  tide,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  fpecious,  and  well  fitted  to  the  de- 
fign  of  gaining  attention  and  promoting  popularity  ;  but  with  diis  title 
there  is  nMhing  that  correfponds,  nor  is  any  thing  to  be  found  but 
confufion  and  contradictions,  which  grow  more  numerous  iqtoo 
fardicrfearch. 

That  the  whole  bill,  my  Lords,  is  unnecetTary,  cannot  be  denied,  if  it 
be  conltdercd  that  nothing  is  propoTed  in  it  which  is  not  already  in  tbe 
power  of  your  LordQiips,  who  may  call  at  pleafure  for  the  lifts  of  the 
lioTy,  the  acounn  of  the  cniifers,  the  duties  of  dieir  commiffions,  and 
thcjournalsofthetr Commanders, /as  you  did  in  the6tbofQueen  Anne) 
atad  deteA  every  ad  of  negligence  or  treachery,  and  every  inftance  of 
defertion,  or  of  cowardice. 

Nothing  is  neceflaryfo  the  reguladonof  our  ruval  force,  but  thu 
your  Lordfbipg  vigilantly  exert  that  power  which  is  conferred  upon 
you  by  the  conftitution,  and  examine  the  conduit  of  every  officer 
with  attention  and  impartiality ;  no  man  then  will  dare  to  negled  hu 
duty,  becaufe  no  man  can  hope  to  efcape  puniflinient. 

Of  this  bill,  therefore,  fmce  it  is  thus  ufelefs  and  inconftftem,  I 
Omnot  but  fufpe^  my  Lords,  that  it  was  concerted  for  purpofes 
very  diRerent  from  thofe  mentioned  In  the  tide,  which  it  has  indeed 
il6  tendency  to  promote.  I  believe,  my  Lords,  the  projc^ors  of  it 
intended  not  fo  much  to  advance  the  intsrcft  of  the  merchants,  as  to 
deprefs  the  reputation  of  thole  whom  they  have  long  taken  every  op- 
portunity of  loading  with  reproaches,  whom  they  have  cenfurtd  as 
the  enemies  of  trade,  tbe  corrupters  of  tbe  nation,  and  tbe  con- 
fiederates  of  Spain. 

To  confirm  thefe  general  c^umnies,  it  was  neceflary  to  fix  on 
iooie  particular  accufaiion  which  might  raile  the  refentment  of  the 
people,  and  exafperatc  them  beyond  refiedion  or  enqoiry.  For  this 
porpofe  nothing  was  more  proper  d>ail  to  cbiurgB  them  with  betraying 
our  merchants  to  die  enemy. 

As  no  acculation  could  be  more  efficacious  to  inflame  the  peop)^ 

fonoop,  my  Loids^  could  with  mgre  difficulty  becopfotcd.    Some 
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Ie£t  amft  be  fufiered  in  every  war,  and  ev«ry  one  wHl  neceflarily 
produce  compltinu  and  difcontem ;  erery  man  is  'WtUing  to  Uame- 
bak  other  peribn  fof  his  mitftiTtuiies,  and  it  was  therefore  tafy  to 
tinf  ttle  claitiours  of  ttio&  whofe  wflels  fell  into  tb»  bands  of  the 
Spaoiarde,  againft  the  miniften  and  commanders  <^thefliipE  of  war. 

Tbefe  cries  wcTe  naturally  heard  with  the  regard  idwa^  paid  to 
ditfartvne  and  difttefs,  and  propagated  widi  zeal,  becaufe  they  were 
tfeird  iriih  pky.  Thus  in  time,  what  was  at  firft  only  tbt  outcry  of 
ihpatience,  was  by  malicious  artifices  improved  into  fettled  opinion, 
dot  opinion  was  diligently  diffufsd,  and  all  Ae  lofies  of  tbe  mer- 
diuts  were  imputed,  not  to  the  chance  of  war,  biit  the  bxacttery  of 
the  miniftry. 

But,  my  Lords,  the  folly  of  this  opinion,  however  general,  and 
dK  fidfiiood  of  this  accu&tion,  however  vehement,  will  become 
fnficiendy  ai^arent,  if  you  examine  that  bulky  cbHeSton  of  papers 
vhich  are  now  laid  before  you,  Irom  which  you  wilt  difcover  the 
Banter  of  our  fleets,  die  frequency  of  our  cbnvoys,  the  Nations  of 
mr  (hipg  of  war,  and  the  times  of  their  departure  and  return,  you 
wiii  find  that  no  provifion  for  war,  no  expedient  liltcly  to  promote 
fccceft  has  been  neglefled ;  that  we  have  now  more  Ibipa  equif^jed 
thm  in  the  late  war  widi  France,  that  nothing  can  be  added  to  the 
aaftnefs  with  which  our  maritime  force  is  regulated,  and  that  there 
is  not  the  leaft  rcaibn  to  doubt  of  the  fidelity  ^ah  which  it  has  been 
atfiojed. 

la  every  war,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  e^cpeSed  that  lof^s  will  be' . 
lii&red  by  private  perfons  on  each  fide,  nor  even  in  a  fuccefsfid  war 
nn  the  public  always  hope  to  be  enriched ;  becaule  the  advantage 
oaj  arife,  not  immediately  from  captures,  but  confequently  from  the 
tnade*  or  conditions  in  which  a  profpcrous  war  may  be  fUppofed  to 
Bnninate, 

What  concefltons  we  fhall  in  this  war  extort  from  the  Spaniards, 
what  fecurity  will  be  procured  for  our  merchants,  what  recompenc« 
win  be  yielded  for  our  loUcs,  or  what  extent  will  be  added  to  our 
commerce,  it  cannot  yet  be  expend  that  any  mjn  {hould  be  able  to 
<leclare;  nor  will  his  Majefty's  counfellors  be  required  to  give  an 
Kcount  of  futurity.  It  is  a  fufiicient  vindication  of  their  condufl:, 
and  an  evident  proof  of  the  wifdom  with  which  the  war  has  been 
coodnded,  that  we  have  hitherto  gained  more  than  we  have  loH. 

This, 
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This,  my  Lords,  will  appear  from  a  diligent  and  minute  compari- 
fon  of  the  captures  on  each  fide,  and  an  exa£t  computation  of  the , 
value  of  our  l(^s  and  our  prizes.  It  will  be  found  that  if  the 
Spaniards  have  taken,  as  it  is  not  improbable,  a  greater  number  of 
Slips,  thofe  which  they  have  loft  have  been  far  more  wealthy. 

The  merchants  indeed  fecm  to  have  diftrulled  the  ftrcngth  of  the 
evidence  which  they  produced  in  fupport  of  their  allegations,  by 
bringing  it  only  before  the  other  Houle,  where,  as  an  oath  could  not 
be  adminiflered,  every  man  delivered  what  he  believed  as  what  he 
knew,  and  indulged  himfelf  without  fcruple  in  venting  his  refent* 
ment,  or  declaring  his  fufpicions,  a  method  of  allegauon  very  proper 
to  fcatter  reproaches  and  gratify  malevolence,  but  of  very  little  ule 
fcr  the  <Kfcovery  of  truth. 

Had  they  come  before  your  Lordfhips,  every  circumtlance  had  been 
minutely  examined,  every  alTertion  compared  with  other  evidence, 
alt  exaggerations  reprcfled,  and  all  foreign  confiderations  rejected, 
■  each  part  would  have  been  impartially  heard,  and  it  would  have 
plainly  been  known  to  whom  every  lofs  was  to  be  imputed.  The 
negligence  or  treachery  of  the  commanders  of  the  convoys,  where- 
ever  it  had  been  found,  would  have  been  puniflied,  but  they  would 
not  have  charged  them  with  ihofc  mifcarriagcs  which  were  produced 
only  by  the  obftinacy  or  inattention  of  the  matters  of  the  trading 
veSelt. 

Such  enquiries,  my  Lords,  they  appear  to  have  thought  it  dieir 
intereft  to  decline,  and  therefore  did  not  proceed  on  their  petition  to 
this  Houfe  ;  and  if  they  did  in  reality  avoid  a  rigourous  examination, 
what  can  be  inferred,  but  that  they  intended  rather  to  ofier  inlinua- 
tions  than  proofs,  and  rather  to  fcatter  infamy  than  obtain  juftice. 

And,  that  nothing  was  indeed  omitted  that  could  fccure  our  own 
commerce,  or  diflrefs  our  enemies,  may  reafonably  be  coile^lcd  from 
the  number  and  great  ftrength  of  our  fleet,  to  which  no  empire  in  the 
world  can  oppofe  an  equal  force.  If  it  has  not  been  fupplied  witb 
Jailors  without  fome  dela)'S,  and  if  thcfe  delays  have  given  our  ene- 
mies an  opportunity  of  adding  to  their  fee uriiies,  of  fortifying  their 
ports,  and  fupplying  their  magazines,  it  muft  be  alcrlbed  to  the  na- 
ture of  our  conftitut'on,  that  forbids  all  compulfory  methods  of  aug- 
memingour  forces,  which  muA  be  confidered  as  perhaps  the  only 
inconvenience  to  be  thrown  into  the  balance  againft  the  bldlings  of 
liberty. 

D,a,l,..dbyG00glc        The 


A.  lyia.]  TRADE    AWD    NAVIGATIOH.  2l9 

Tht  di^culty  of  manning  our  fliips  of  war,  is  indeed  extremely 
peiplexing.  Men  are  nsiuraliy  very  little  inclined  to  futgcA  them- 
(e\vei  to  abfolute  command,  or  to  engage  in  any  fervice  vnthout  a 
dmE  limited  for  their  difmllCon.  Men  cannot  willingly  niflt  into 
dangerwithouttheproTpeflof  alargc  advantage  j  they  have  generally 
feme  fondnefs  for  their  prefent  ftate  of  life,  and  do  not  quit  It  with- 
out reiu£lance.  All  thefe  reafons,  my  Lords,  concur  to  withhold 
the  Tailors  from  the  navy,  in  which  they  are  neceflarily  governed  with 
kigher  authority  than  in  trading  veflels,  in  which  they  are  fubjcflwl 
to  punifliments,  and  confuted  by  ftrift  regulations,  without  any  cer-* 
binterm  of  thcirbondage;  for  fuch  they,  who  know  not  the  neccf- 
fity  of  fubordination,  nor  difcovcr  the  advantages  of  difcipline,  caifi 
not  but  account  fubjedlion  to  the  will  and  orders  of  another.' 

By  fcrvjng  the  merchants,  they  not  only  fecurc  to  them&lves  the 
liberty  of  changing  tlieir  maflers  at  pleafure,  but  enjoy  the  profpcA 
of  a  near  and  certain  advanUge  ;  they  have  not  indeed  any  expe^- 
tions  of  being  fuddeiily  enriched  by  a  plate  (hip,  and  of  gaining  by 
One  engagement  fuch  wealth  as  will  enable  them  to  fpend  the  reft  of 
their  lives  in  cafe  and  affluence  ;  but  they  are  furc  of  a  fpeedy  pay-  , 
ment  of  their  wages,  perhaps  of  fome  proiiis  from  petty  commerce, 
and  of  an  opportunity  of  fquandering  them  at  land  in  jollity  and  dl- 
veHions ;  their  labour  Is  cheerful,  bccaufe  they  know  it  will  be  (hort, 
and  they  readily  enter  into  an  employment  which  they  can  quit  whea 
it  fliall  no  longer  pleafe  them. 

Thefe  conliderations,  my  Lords,  have  no  influence  upon  the  pre- 
pirations  of  France  and  Spain,  where  no  man  is  mafter  of  his  own 
fortune,  or  flme,  or  life,. and  where  the  officers  of  the  ftate  can  drive 
tnitltitudes  into  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  without  regard  to  their  pri- 
vate views,  inclinations,  or  engagements.  To  man  a  fleet,  nothing 
is  neccflary  but  to  lay  an  embargo  on  the  trading  veflels,  and  fufpend 
ibeir  comnierce  for  a  fbort  time ;  therefore  no  man  dare*  refufe  tb  - 
eater  into  the  public  fervice  when  he  is  fummoned ;  nor,  if  be  {hould 
ij,  as  our  failors,  from  an  imprels,  would  any  man  venture  to  ibelter 
or  conceal  him. 

Abfolute  monarcbs  hare  therefore  this'  advantage  over  us,  that 
ftey  can  be  fooner  prepared  for  war,  and  to  this  mult  be  afcribed  all 
the  fuccefs  which  the  Spaniards  have  obnined.  This,  my  Lords, 
ynii  not  be  obviated  by  the  bill  now  before  us^  nor  will  it  indeed  pro- 

L,:,l,z<,d.vG00gIf 


880  DBBATE      OK  [noV.  i6. 

core  any  other  benefit  to  the  trade,  or  an;  addition  to  the  power  ot 
the  nation. 

Of  the  un  daulcE  comprized  in  the  bill,  the  greateft  part  is  ua- ' 
Teriallj  allowed  to  be  tnjudicioafly  and  erroneoufijr  propofed ;  and 
thole  few,  which  were  thought  of  more  importance,  have  been  flmni 
to  ccHitain  no  new  expedients,  nor  to  add  any  thing  to  the  prctcnt 
regidations. 

1  cannot  therefor?  difcovcr  any  reafon,  my  Lords,  that  fhouM  in- 
duce us  to  refer  to  a  comrsittee  this  bill,  of  which  part  is  confeOedly 
eo  be  rejefted,  and  the  reft  is  apparently  fuperSuous. 

[Then  the  queiHon  being  put,,  Whether  th<j  bill  fliould  be  referred 
to  a  conmuitec  i  It  pafled  in  the  negative.  Content  2$.  Not  con- 
tent 59, 

Oh  the  rejeflion  of  this  bill  by  the  Lords,  a  bill  which  related  to 
«n  af&ir  of  no  le(s  importance  than  the  fecurity  of  trade  and  luviga- 
tion,  and  which  had  been  unanimously  paflcd  by  the  Commons,  it 
was  latirically  remarked,  that  the  Upper  HouCc  underftood  trade  and 
Mngation  inter  than  the  Lower.  However,  the  circuniAances  tbu 
d  it,  made  the  publication  of  the  bill,  with  the  amciidments 

1  the  reafons  offered  by  the  Lords  on  both  fides,  cxpcfkd  with  the 
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Notitmbtr  t6,  1742. 

Payment  having  nut,  aecorMitg  to  tbt  Rtyal  Summanty  en  Hits  Daj^ 
his  JtSijf/ly  mtiJt  a  Sfttch  from  the  Throne^  whteb  being  afttrtutrii 
read  hj  the  Preftdentt  Lard  Tweedalb  refe,  aad/poie  aifoUtws : 

My  Lords,  It  is  not  without  the  higheft  fatisfafHon,  that  every 
lover  of  mankind  muA  loolc  upon  the  alterations  that  have  lately  been 
produced  in  the  ilate  of  Europe  i  nor  can  any  Briton  forbear  to  cx- 
ptt&  an  imntediaic  and  particular  pleafure  to  obicrve  his  country 
lifing  again  'into  iu  former  dignity,  to  fee  bis  own  nation  fhake  off 
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dependence,  and  rouzc  from  inaftivity,  cover  the  ocran  with  her 
fleets,  ind  awe  the  continent  with  her  armifs,  bid  once  more  defiance 
to  the  rapacious  invaders  of  neighbouring  kingdoms,  and  the  daring 
projeflorsof  univerfal  dominion  i  once  more  exert  her  influence  in 
foreign  courts,  and  rummon  the  monarchs  of  the  weft  to  another 
confederacy  againft  the  power  of  France. 

The  Queen  of  Hungary,  who  was  lately  obliged  to  retire  at  the 
approach  of  her  enemies,  to  leave  her  capital  in  danger  of  a  fiege, 
and  fek  (helter  in  the  remoteft  corner  of  her  dominions,  who  was 
lutif  fo  harrafled  with  invafions,'  and  fb  encircled  with  dangers,  that 
(he  could  fcarccly  fly  from  one  ravager,  without  the  hazard  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  another,  is.  now  able  to  give  laws  to  her  perfecutor^ 
to  return  the  violence  which  fhe  has  fufFcred,  and  inftead  of  imploring 
mercy  from  thofe  who  had  no  regard  but  to  their  own  intercft,  and  ' 
were  detnmined  to  annihilate  her  family  and  divide  her  dominions, 
now  fits  in  full  (ccurtty  on  her  throne,  direi^  the  march  of  diftant 
annies,  and  didates  the  terms  on  which  thofe  #ho  have  ente.cd  her 
dominions  Ihall  be  fufFered  to  cfcape. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  the  German  empire;  nor 
hjve  the  affairs  of  the  reft  of  Europe  been  lefs  changed ;  the  power 
of  the  floufe  of  Bourbon  has  been  diminifbed  on  every  fide,  its  al- 
liance has  heen  rejected,  and  its  influence  difregarded. 

The  King  of  Sardinia  has  openly  engaged  to  hinder  the  Spaniards 
from  erecting  a  new  Icingdom  In  Italy  ;  and  though  he  has  hitherto 
been  fon>ewhat  embarrafled  in  his  meafures,  and  opprelled  by  the 
fuperiority  of  his  enemies,  has  at  leail,  by  preventing  the  conjunction 
of  tbe  Spanifb  armies,  prefcrved  the  Auftrians  from  being  ovcr- 
ffbelmed,  Nor  can  the  lituation  of  his  dominions,  and  the  number 
of  his  forces,  fuffcr  us  10  doubt,  that  in  a  fhort  time  he  will  be  able 
entirely  to  fecure  Italy,  fincc  he  has  already  recovered  his  country, 
and  drove  back  the  Spaniards  into  the  bofom  of  France. 

The  condition  of  die  other  Spanilh  army  isfuch,  as  no  enemy  can 
with  to  be  aggravated  by  new  calamities.  They  are  Oiut  up  in  a 
country  without  provitions,  or  of  which  the  inhabitants  are  unwilling 
to  fupply  them  :  on  one'  fide  are  neutral  Aates,  to  which  the  law  of 
nations  bars  their  entrance;  on  another  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  which 
can  afford  them  only  the  melancholy  profpeA  of  hoflile  armaments, 
or  fometimes  ttf  their  own  fhips  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Britons  ; 
behind  tfacm  are  the  troops  of  Aufiiia  ready  to  embarraft  their  march, 
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intercept  their  convoys,  aad  receive  thofe  whom  famine  and  dcfpair 
incite  to  change  their  mafters,  aiid  to  feck  among  foreign  nations 
that  cafe  and  fafety*  of  which  the  tyranny  of  their  own  government, 
and  the  madnefs  of  their  own  leaders,  has  deprived  them.  Such  is 
their  dillrels,  and  lb  great  their  diminution,  that  a  few  months  muft 
complete  their  niin,  they  muft  be  deAroyed  without  the  honour  of 
^  battle,  they  mull:  fink  under  the  fatigue  of  hungry  matches,  by 
which  no  enemy  is  overtaken  or  efcaped,  and  be  at  length  devoured 
by  thcfe  di&afes,  which  toil  and  penury  will  inevitably  produce. 

That  the  diminution  of  the  influence  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is 
not  aa  empty  opinion,  which  we  eafily  receive,  becaufe  we  wilh  it  to 
be  true ;  that  other  nations  likewife  (ce  the  fame  events  with  the  fame 
fentiments,  and  pn^nofticate  the  decline  of  that  power  which  has 
lb  long  intimidated  the  univcrlc,  appears  from  the  dcclarabon  now 
made  by  his  Majefly  of  the  conduit  of  the  Swedifli  court. 

That  nauon  which  was  lately  governed  by  the  counfels,  and  glutted 
with  the  bounties  of  France,  which  watched  the  nod  of  her  mighty 
patroncfs,  and  made  war  at  her  command  againfl  the  RuiEan  empire, 
now  begins  to  difcover,  that  there  are  other  powers  more  worthy  of 
confidence  and  refpefl,  more  careful  to  obftrve  their  engagement*, 
or  more  able  to  fulfi]  them.  She  therefore  requeds  the  Britifh  mo- 
narch to  extricate  her  from  thofe  ditficulties,  in  which  Ihe  is  entangled 
by  a  ^lind  compliance  with  French  dictates,  to  reflore  to  her  the 
difmembered  provinces,  and  recal  that  enemy  which  now  impends 
over  her  capital,  and  whom  the  French  have  neither  intercll  to  ap- 
f  eafe,  nor  ftrength  to  refill. 

Such,  roy  Lords,  is  the  prcfent  profpeiEl  which  offers  itfelf  to  him 
who  furvcys  Europe  with  a  political  view,  and  examines  the  prefent 
intereft  and  difpofitions  of  neighbouring  potentates }  fuch  is  the  order 
which  has  been  produced  from  general  confufion,  and  fuch  the  rc- 
enablilhment  of  equal  power,  which  has  fucceeded  thefe  concufGon* 
of  the  world. 

It  is  nofmall  addition  to  the  plcafure  which  tliis  change  mufl  afford 
every  man,  who  has  either  wifdom  to  difcover  his  own  happinefs,  or 
benevolence  to  rejoice  in  that  of.  others,  that  it  has  been  the  effect 
not  of  chance  but  of  condufl ;  that  it  is  not  an  unforcfecn  even% 
produced  by  the  fccret  operation' of  caufes  fortuitoufly  concurring 
but  the  refult  of  a  political  and  jiift  defign,  well  concerted  and  fteadily 
purfued;  that  every  ailviuiiage  vvhich  has  been  gained,  is  the  coiilc- 

quence 

D,a,l,zt!dbvG00glc 


A.  1742.]  *M      ADDRESS,  fi2J 

-qncnce  of  meafure*  laid  ^  obtain  it ;  that  our  happine&  has  beea 
procured  hj  prudence,  and-  that  our  counfels  have  not  been  lucky 
but  vife. 

If  we  refled,  mjr  Lords,  upon  the  caules  which  have  contributed 
to  the  lefcue  of  Europe  from  impending  flavcry,  which  have  re- 
eftablilbed  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  her  dominions,  enabled  her  to 
by  waftc  the  territories  of  her  invaders,  confirmed  her  friends  in 
tbeir  fidelity,  and  intimidated  thofc  whom  rival  tnterefts  inclined  to 
wiBi  ber  iaU,  or  the  hope  of  fharing  in  the  plunder  had  incited  to 
fcrro  defigns  againfl  her.  If  we  enquire  to  what  it  is  to  be  afcribed, 
ihu  flie  is  able  to  form  new  alliances,  and  defiend  her  dominions 
widi  confederate  armies,  we  fhall  find  it  eafy  to  trace  all  thele 
revolutions  to  one  caufc,  the  fteady  and  prudent  conduct  of  the  King 
of  Britain. 

Our  Sovereign,  my  Lords,  has  looked  on  the  troubles  of  Europe 
inth  that  concern  which  public  virtue  infpires ;  he  has  feen  the  fuf- 
feringi  of  this  illuftrious  princcfs  with  that  coiMpa^on  which  is 
iJways  due  to  magnanimity  opprefTed,  and  formed  rcfolutions  for  her 
affiftancc  with  that  ardour,  which  courage  naturally  kindles;  but 
with  that  caution  likewife  and  fecrecy  which  experience  di^tcs. 
But  he  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  though  he  was  the  friend  of  the 
Queen  ci  Hungary,  he  was  to  conTidet  bimfelf  as  the  father  of  the 
people  of  Britain ;  that  he  was  not  to  exhauft  the  forces  of  this  na- 
tion in  romantic  expeditions,  or  exhauft  its  treafurcs  in  giving  af- 
fiftancc which  was  not  needed. 

He  therefore  waited  to  obferve  the  event  of  the  war,  and  to  dif- 
cover  (Aether  the  inccilant  tlruggles  of  the  AuArians  would  be  able 
to  throw  o(F  the  load  with  which  they  were  oppreTed ;  but  he  found 
that  their  fpirit,  however  ardent,  could  not  fupply  the  want  of  ilrcngth ; 
be  found  that  they  were  fainting  under  infuperable  labours,  and  that 
though  they  were  in  no  danger  of  being  conquered  by  the  valour  of 
•  their  enemies,  they  mull  in  a  flioit  time  be  wearied  with  their 
numbers. 

His  Majelly  then  knew,  my  Lords,  that  by  fending  them  fpeedy 
affiflance,  he  at  once  promoted  the  intereft  of  his  people,  and  gra- 
tified his  own  inclinations  J  he  therefore  fupplied  the  Queen  with 
fuch  fums  as  enabled  her  to  levy  new.  forces,  and  drive  her  enemies 
before  her.  By  procuring  a  reconciliation  with  the  King  of  Prulfia, 
he  /reed  her  from  the  neareft  ^iid  moft  formidable  danger,  and  gave 
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'her  an  opportunity  to  lecure  herfelf  againft  the  meucct  of  odwr 
powers.  .' 

But  though  fhe  was  fct  free  lirom  domeftic  daogen,  though  \av»~ 
"fion  was  driven  from  her  capital,  though  captivity  no  longer  purfiied 
'her  flight,  nor  ufurpation  hovered  over  her  throne,  her  mere  diAasC 
dominions  were  ftill  a  prey  to  her  enemies.  The  Spaniards  had  al- 
ready hnded  one  army  in  Italy,  with  which  another  was  h^leniag 
to  join.  The  fuccefs  of  this  enterprise,  which  would  have  gainod 
"the  grtateft  part  of  Italy,  could  only  be  hindered  by  the  King  of 
-Sardinia,  who  was  therefore  follcittd  by  the  Spaniards  apd  Fivnoh 
to  favour  their  defign,  with  the  ftrongeft  proteftations,  aixl  lite  moft 
magnificent  promifcs.  But  thefe  were  overbalanced  by  the  influence 
of  .the  King  of  Britain,  whofe  name  was  of  fufiicient  importance 
to  make  the  weaker  part  moft  eligible,  and  to  counterbalance  the 
force  of  immediate  intcreft. 

•  Thus  was  rile  paflage  into  Italy  barred  againft  the  Spaniards,  by 
-obftacles  which  they  can  never  furmount,  while  Aie  other  aony  is 
■befieged  by  ourfleet,  and  by  the  Auftrians ;  ^nd  reduced,  inftead  of 
contfuering  kingdoms,  to  change  their  camp,  and  regulate  tfadr 
marches,  with  no  other  view  than  to  avoid  famine.  While  that 
prince,  whofe  dominions  might  melt  commodioufly  afibrd  them  fiic- 
cour,  and  whom  all  the  ties  of  nature  and  of  iatereft  oblige  to  afift 
diem,  is  awed  by  the  Brittfli  Aips  of  war,  which  lie  at  anchor  before 
his  metropolis,  and  of  whidi  the  commanders,  upon  the  leaft  fvlpi- 
cion  of  holtilities  againft  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  threaten  to  batter 
his  palaces,  and  dcftroy  his  city. 

In  this  manner,  my  Lords,  has  the  King  of  Briuin  affifted  the 
Houle  of  Auftria  with  his  treafures,  his  infiuence,  and  his  navy ;  Aas 
does  he  fubdue  fome  enemies,  and  reftrain  others ;  thus  does  he  hold 
the  balance  of  the  wars,  and  thus  does  be  add  the  weight  of  power 
to  the  fcale  of  juftice. 

But  to  fecure  the  fuccels  that  has  been  already  obuined,  and  te 
'  take  from  the  enemies  of  liberty  all  hopes  of  recovering  the  advan- 
tages which  they  have  loft,  he  has  now  no  longer  confined  his  aT- 
fiflance  to  negotiations   and  pecuniary  fupplies.    He   knows  that 
alliances  are  always  beft  obferved,  when  they  confer  fccurrty,  or    : 
produce  manifeft  advantage;   and  that  money  will  not  be  always     ' 
equivalent  to  armies.     He  has,  tiierefore,  now  aAed  openly  in  de-     i 
fence  of  hit  ally,  has  filled  Flanders  once  mon  widi  Bn'tilk  troopt, 
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ind  gwrabned  tiie  frt>ntier  towns  with  the  force«  c^  that  nation  if 
wfitch  they  were  gained.  ^Tlie  veteran  now  fees  once  more  the 
plaim  orcr  lAich  be  formerly  purfued  the  Iquadrons  of  France,  point* 
tbe  piKe  where  be  feized  the  fiandards,  or  broke  the  lines,  where  he 
tnntplcd  the  c^^>rdlbra  of  mankind,  with  that  Ipirit  which  is  en- 
kindled by  liberty  utd  juftice.  Hi>  heart  now  beats  once  more  at 
tbe  figbt  of  diofe  walls  i^ich  he  formerly  ftormed,  and  he  fbews  tbe 
woonds  vrtiich  he  received  in  die  mine,  or  on  the  breach.  The 
French  now  difeover,  that  dtey  are  not  yet  Lords  of  the  continent  i 
ind  that  Britain  has  other  annies  ready  to  force  once  more  the  pages 
of  Scbdlembourg,  or  break  down  the  intrcnchmeatt  of  Blenheim  } 
to  wreft  from  tbem  die  lixpter  of  univer&l  monarchy,  and  confine 
tbem  again  to  tbeirown  dtmiinions. 

To  the  Britilb  r^ments  his  Majefty  has  joined  a  large  body  of 
dte  forces  of  his  own  eledorate,  without  regard  to  the  danger  which 
taay  threaten  his  dominions  in  the  .ablence  of  his  troc^,  having  no 
ctlier  view  than  to  lecure  the  public  tranquillity  at  whatever  hazard 
of  his  own,  and  being  convinced  that  private  intereft  is  moft  efiec- 
taally  (tcured  by  a  fteady  attention  to  general  good. 

Tbefe  meafures,  my  Lords,  undoiditedly  demand  our  gratitude. 
uti  spplaule.  Gratitude  is  always  due  to  favoundile  intentions,  and 
<EligCDt  endeavours,  even  when  thole  intentions  are  fruftrated,  and' 
Ack  endeavours  defeated ;  and  applaule  is  often  pud  to  fucceft, 
when  it  has  been  merely  the  etSaSt  of  chance,  and  been  produced  by 
mesiiuvs  ill  adapted  to  the  end  iriiich  was  intended  by  them.  But 
furely,  when  juft  defigns  have  been  happily  executed,  when  wife  mea- 
fuiei  are  blefled  with  fuccefs,  neidier  envy  nor  hatred  will  dare  to 
refiife  dieir  acclamations;  furdy  thcfe  will  at  leaft  congratulate, 
lAoffl  the COTruptton of  theirbearts  tiinders  from  rejoicing,  and  thofe 
vho  cannot  ktve,  will  at  leaft  commend. 

Here,  my  Lords,  I  fufpeiS  no  inclination  to  depreciate  tbe  happi- 
oefi  dut  we  enjoy,  or  to  calumniate  diat  virtue  by  which  it  has 
been  obtained ;  and  therefore  doubt  not  but  your  LordOups  will  rea- 
dUy  concur  in  tbe  reafonable  motion  \^ich  I  have  now  to  offer : 

**  That  an  humble  Addrcis  be  prelented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return 
him  die  tbaaki  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft  gncious  fpeedi  &om  the 
Throne. 
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**  To  declare  our  juft  lenfe  of  hit  Majeft/s  greit  care  and  vigi- 
lance for  the  fupport  o£  die  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  for  reftoring  and 
fecuring  the  balance  of  power. 

"  To  acknowledge  his  Majefly's  great  wlfdoni  and  attenti<Ki  to 
the  public  welfaie,  in  fending  fo  confidcrable  a  body  of  his  forces 
into  the  Low  Countries,  and  in  ftrcngthening  them  with  his  ele&tral 
troops,  and  the  Helltans  in  the  Biitifh  pay  t  and  hereby  forming  fuch 
an  army  as  may  defend  snd  encourage  thofe  powers  who  ere  well 
iotentioned,  and  gire  a  real  affiftance  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and 
to  afliire  bis  M^efty  of  the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  this  Houfe 
in  this  necelTary  meafure, 

.  **  To  fexprefs  our  Iktis&^Hon  m  the  good  vSeSta  which  the  vigour 
exerted  by  Great-Brifaln  in  alHlHng  its  andent  allies,  and  maintain* 
ing  the  liberties  of  Europe,  hath  already  had  on  the  afiairs  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  on  the  conduA  of  leveral  powers  ;  and  pur 
hopes  that  a  fteady  per&verance  in  the  lame  coeafiues,  will  isfiHre 
the  like  fpirit  and  refblution  into  other  powers,  equally  engaged  by 
treaties  and  common  intereft  to  take  die  like  part. 

To  give  his  Majefty  the  ftrongcft  alTurances,  that  tfaJB  Houfe  has. 
tfte  honour  and  lafety  of  his  Majefty,  the  true  inteceft  and  profpetity 
of  lus  kingdoms,  the  fecurity  and  advancement  of  thcii;  commer^ 
the  fuccefs  of  the  war  againft  Spoio^  and  the  re-eftabUQUDeot  of  die 
balance  aod  tranquillity  of  Europe  entirely  at  heart.  That  tjiefe 
fltall  be  the  great  and  conftant  olijeas  of  our  proceedings  and  iel»< 
lutions,  this  Houle  being  deteimincd.to  fupport  hia  Majefty,  in  bH 
juft  and  necellary  meafures  ftx  attaining  ihofe  great  and  deflrable 
ends,  and  to  ftand  by  and  defend  his  Majefty  againft  all  his  enemies." 

Lord  MoHTPo&T  fpoke  next  to  the  fcdlowing  cffcd: — My 
Lrordfl,  the  motion  oftered  by  the  noble  Lord,  ia  in  my  o{»nioo  So 
proper  and  juft,  fo  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  this  Aflembly,  and  fo 
cxprcffive  of  the  gratitude  which  the  vigilance  of  his  Majefty  fi»-  the 
public  good,  ought  to  kindle  in  every  heart  not  chilled  by  ungeoe- 
rouE  indolence,  or  hardened  by  inveUrate  difaffc£tioo,  that  I  caanoc 
difcover  any  reafon  for  which  it  can  be  oppofed,  and  therefore  hope 
that  every  Lord  will  concur  in  it  with  no  le&  alacrity  amd  seal  tb«R 
I  now  rife  up  to  fccond  it. 

It  may  indeed  naturally  be  hc^  fiom  this  Houfe,  diat  bis^M*. 
jefty's  meafures  will  be  readily,  approved,  fuice  they  are  fuch  as  even 
malice  and  ^n^ion  will  not  dare  to  cenfuro  or  oppdci  fuch  as  ca- 
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liunnywill  rot  venture  to  dcfane,  and  fucfa  as  tbofe  who  will  not 
praifc  Aaa  can  never  mention.  If  it  be  allowed,  that  the  intereft 
of  Fnuice  is  oi^nfite  to  that  of  Britain,  that  the  equipoife  of  power 
on  die  continent  is  to  be  preferved ;  if  307  of  riie  counfels  of  out 
uceflon  deferre  our  attention,  if  our  vi£tories  at  CieSy  or  at  Ramil- 
liet  are  juftly  celebrated  hy  our  hiftorians,  the  wifdom  of  our  Sove- 
ttigfi's  condud  cannot  be  denied. 

TV  French,  .my  Lords,  whom  our  amies  in  die  reign  of  Anne 
law  flying  before  tbem^  who,  from  dividing  kingdoms,  and  pre- 
faibing  laws  to  manJcind,  were  reduced  to  the  defence  of  their  own 
country,  who  were  driven  Irom  intrenchment  to  intrenchmcnt,  and 
tma  one  fortification  to  another,  now  grown  infblent  with  the  plea* 
iats  of  peace,  and  the  afluence  of  commerce,  have  forgotten  the 
power  by  which  their  fchemes  were  baffled,  and  their  arrogance  re-- 
ptS^i  i  by  which  their  &bric  of  unverlal  monarchy  was  ihattered, 
and  themfelves  almoft  bnriediin  the  ruins. 

Inbtuated  with  the  conteiaplation  of  their  own  force,  elated  with 
the  number  of  their  troops,  the  magnificence  of  their  cities,  and  the 
epulence  of  tbeir treaftiry,  thcyhave  i^nce  more  imagined  thcmfelves 
tuperior  to  lefifiance,  and  again  affMre  to  the  command  of  the 
niiverie ;  they  have  now  for  fonic  time  affumcd  the  haughty  ftile  of 
the  legiflaton  of  mankind ; ,  and  have  czpeded,  that  princes  ihould 
^>p^  to  them  as  to  the  bigheft  human  tribunal,  and  that  nations 
finuld  fubmit  dieir  claims  to  their  arbitration ;  they  Ivve  already 
afliiiaed  the  diflribution  of  dominions,  and  expe€t  that  neither  peace 
flail  be  concluded,  nor  War  proclaimed,  but  by  their  permiflion  or 
advice. 

By  this  gradation  of  exorbitant  cTaims  and  oppreffive  meafiires 
have  they  at  length  arrived,  my  Lords,  at  (he  fummit  of  infoTence ; 
byAde  fteps  have  tkey  afcended  cmce  more  the  towering  throne  of 
nuverfal  monarchy ;  nor  was  any  thing  wanting  to  complete  their 
^n,  but  that  dieir  ancient  rival,  the  German  em|Hre,  fliould  be 
reduced  ta  acknowledge  their  fovereignty,  and  that  the  fupreme  dig' 
nity  of  Europe  Ihould  be  the  gift  of  the  Frcnch'bounty. 

The  deadi  of  the  late  Emperor  without  fons,  furnifhed  them  wift 
an  opportunity  of  executing  theiz  delign,  too  favourable  to  be  ne- 
gieided.  They  now  imagined  it  in  their  power  not  only  to  dilpofe- 
of  the  imperial  dignity,  but  to  divide  the  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  into  n»ny  pett^  (bvercignties,  incapable  fingly  of  oppt^mg 
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them,  and  Unlikelj  to  uniH  in  aajr  common  caufe,  dr  to  ^ferre  a 
confedeiacji  unkrokmi  if  tbey  flipuld  hf  accident  agree  to  fonn  iL 

Tliey  therefore  lent  their  armica  into  Gerinanj>,  to  fupcrintend 
the  approaching  ctefiionf  and  bj  hoiwing  orer  die  territories  of 
prince*  unable  to  refill  them*  extMted  voices  in  brour  of  their  ally  i 
a  prince,  whofe  dominions  muft  by  their  fititadon  wlvnyt  oblige  him 
to  compliance  with  the  demands,  and  to  concurrence  in  Ae  fchemet 
of  his  prote^rs,  and  who  will  rather  ad  as  the  Aibaitute  of  Fnnce, 
than  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 

But  it  was  to  no  purpofc  that  they  had  graced  their  dependent  wi* 
titular  honours  and  rarigni  of  Ibveretgnty  if  the  Hoide  of  Aufiria 
Itill  retained  its  hereditary  dominions,  and  prderved  its  ftrengdi, 
when  it  bad  loft  its  dignity.  They  well  knew,  that  armies  wen 
equally  formidable,  whether  commanded  by  an  Emperor,  or  an  in- 
ferior Sovereign ;  and  that  a  taere  alteration  of  names,  though  it 
might  aflbrd  a  flight  and  tranflent  giatifieatioa  to  vanity,  would  pro- 
duce no  real  increafe  or  diminution  of  power. 

They  therefore  thought  it  nece&ry  to  improve  die  prelent  time  ot 
>Confufion,  and  excite  all  the  princes  of  die  empire  to  revive  their 
ancient  claims  upon  the  Auftrian  territories  ^  claims,  n^uch  how 
long  foever  tbey  had  been  forgotten,  howfoever  abrogated  by  long 
prelcription,  or  annulled  by  fubfequent  treaties,  were  now  again  to 
become  valid,  and  to  be  decided  by  the  arbitration  of  Fiance. 

But  this  projefl  being  defeated  by  the  heroic  conftancy  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary,  whole  wifdom  and  refblution,  which  will  equal  her  name 
in  future  hifloriei  with  thcfc  of  the  moft  fuccebful  conquerors,  r^ 
jested  their  mediation,  and  rcfufed  to  own  her  right  doubtfiil,  by 
fubmittiog  it  to  be  tried  j  they  were  oUiged  no  longer  to  diflemUe 
their  dcfigni,  or  make  further  pretsnces  to  n^eSt  or  teodemeft. 
Her  ^1  was  nece£ary  to  dieir  own  eialtition ;  tlwy  therefore  kindled 
a  general  conflagration  of  war,  tbey  excited  all  the  princes  to  take 
arms  againft  her,  and  found  it  indeed  no  difficult  talk  to  peHusdc 
them  to  attack  a  princels,  whom  diey  thought  unable  to  form  ao 
army,  whom  they  believed  they  fhould  rather  purfue  than  engage,  and 
whole  dominions  might  be  overrun  widuiut  Uoodfhed,  and  whom  Aey 
fjiould  conquer  only  by  marching  againft. 

Such  a  combination  ai  this,  a  combination  of  monarchs,  of  lAick 
each  appeared  able  fingly  to  have  carried  on  a  war  againft  her,  oo- 
tbing  but  the  highcft  degree  of  magnanimi^  couU  have  formed  « 
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i!e%ii  of  refifting ;  nor  could  that  refiftance  have  procured  the  leafi 
advantages,  or  retarded  for  a  fin^e  day  the  calamities  that  were 
threatened,  had  it  not  been  regulated  hy  every  martial  vtrtne,  had 
sot  pcJicy  united  with  courage,  and  caution  with  levity. 

Thos  did  the  intrepidity  of  thti  princefs,  my  Lords,  fi^port  her 
igtinA  the  ftorms  that  fboolc  her  kingdom  on  every  fide ;  thus  did 
thofe,  whom  her  virtues  gained  over  to  her  fervice,  and  whom  her 
enmple  animated  with  contempt  of  fupcriw  numbers,  ddend  her 
againfl  die  forces  of  all  the  furrounding  nations,  led  on  by  Monarchs, 
ud  elated  widi  the  profped  of  an  eafy  conqueft. 

But  the  utmoft  that  could  be  hoped  from  the  moft  refixtcd  ftratg- 
goii,  w  the  fnoft  exalted  courage^  was  only  that  ber  fate  might  be 
deferred,  drat  flu  would  not  Adl  wholly  unrevenged,  that  her  ene. 
niei  would  fiifier  with  her,  and  that  vidory  would  not  be  gained 
without  a  battle.  It  was  evident,  that  bravery  muft  in  time  giye 
way  to  ftrengA,  that  vigtwr  muft  be  wearied,  and  policy  exhauSed, 
diat  by  a  conftant  Aicceffion  of  new  forces,  the  moft  rcTolute  troops 
nwft  be  overwhelmed ;  and  that  die  Houfe  of  Auftria  could  only 
gain  by  the  war,  the  fatal  honour  of  being  glorioufly  extinguiJhed. 

This  his  Majcfty's  wifdtxn  eafdy  enabled  him  ta  difcover,  and  his 
goodnels  incited  him  to  prevent  {  he  called  upon  aU  dw  powers,  wba 
bad  promileJ  to  preferve  the  Pragmatic  Sandion,  to  have  regard  to 
the  faith  of  lutions,  and  by  ftdlUling  their  engagements,  to  pieferve 
Ibc  liberties  of  Europe  t  but  die  fuccefs  of  his  remonftrances  only 
a&rded  a  new  inftance  of  the  wealcnefs  of  juftice,  when  oppoftd  to 
ifltaeft  or  fear.  All  the  potentates  of  the  continent  were  reftrained 
by  the  threats,  or  gained  by  the  promilcs  of  France ;  and  the  dirpofat 
cftbepofleffioM  of  the  Auftrian  Houfe,  leemed  by  the  general  con- 
^t  of  Europe,  to  be  refigned  to  the  family  of  Bourbon. 

But  our  Sovereign  was  not  yet  difcouraged  from  afTerting  the 
rights  which  he  had  promilcd  to  maintain,  nor  did  he  think  the 
oegleft  or  tieachery  of  others  a  fufficient  reafon  fw  refiifing  that 
aiEftance,  which  juftice  and  policy  equally  required.  He  knew  the 
power  of  his  own  empire,  and  though  he  did  not  omit  to  cultivate 
alliances,  he  was  conicious  of  his  ability  to  proceed  without  diem  t 
sod  therefore  (bewel,  by  fending  his  troops  into  the  Auftrian  (erri- 
biries,  that  the  meafures  of  the  Sovereign  of  Britain  were  not  to  be 
regulated  by  either  his  enemies,  or  his  confederates ;  that  this  nation 
Is  yet  ^ile  to  fiippart  its  owo  claims,  and  proted  thofeof  Us  atUes  { 
(^3  and 
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and  tbat  while  we  attack  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  die  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  we  are  not  afraid  to  fet  die  odier  at  defiance. 

The  effe^  <rf'  this  condud,  my  Lords,  were  immedtttely  appa- 
rent ;  the  King  ot  Sardinia  engaged  to  oppaHc  the  entrance  of  the 
Spaniards  into  Italy ;  the  King  of  Pruffia  not  only  made  a  peace 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  whom  he  was  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  any  other  enemy,  but  entered  into  an  alliance  witk  his  Majefiy, 
who  has  made  no  fmall  addition  to  his  influence,  by  another  aeatf 
Vith  the  moft  powerful  nations  of  the  North. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  are  the  dreadful  arms  of  France,  which  are 
never  employed  but  in  the  dcteftable  and  horrid  plan  of  extending 
flavery,  and  fupporting  oj^reffion,  flopped  in  the  full  career  of  fuc- 
eels.  Thus  is  the  fcheme  of  univerTal  monarchy  once  more  blaftcd, 
and  die  wn-Id  taught,  that  the  preferuation  of  the  ri^ts  of  man- 
kind, the  fecurity  of  religion,  and  the  cftablifiiment  of  peace,  are 
not  impraAicable,  tfaat.the  power  of  Britain  is  yet  undiminiflied,  and 
tbat  her  fptrit  is  not  yet  depreflcd. 

By  his  -Majefty's  conduct,  my  Lords,  die  reputatitxi  of  our  coun- 
try is  now  railed  to  its  utmoA  height ;  we  are  now  confidered  as  die 
-stbiters  of  empire,  the  protedors  of  right,  the  patrons  of  diftrefs, 
and  fhe  fu^aincrs  of  the  balance  of  the  world.  I  cannot  tberefiMC 
but  coBchide,  that  no  man  in  this  illuflrious  Aflembly  will  be  un- 
willing to  acknowledge  that  wildom  and  Urmnefs,  whidi  not  only 
dus  nationj  but  the  greatefl  part  of  Ae  univerle,  will  remendier 
widi  gratitude  in  the  remoteft  ages,  and  dut  the  motion,  which  I 
pow  fecond,  will  be  univerfaDy  approved. 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  motion,  and  aflced  in  the  uliial  form, 
whether  it  was  their  I^ordlbip's  ple^ure  that  the  queftion  fliould  be  put, 
upon  which  Lord  CHZSTSttriBLa^ofe  up,  »iid  fpofce  to  die  followii^ 
purpofe.— My  Lords,  though  the  motion  has  been,  by  the  noble 
X>ord  who  made  it,  introduced  with  all  the  art  of  rhetoric,  and  eik- 
forced  by  him  that  feconded  it,  with  the  utmoft  ardour  of  zeal,  ind 
the  bigheft  raptures  of  fatisfadion  and  gratitude ;  though  all  the  late 
.tneaJures  have  been  recommended  to  our  applaufe,  as  proofs  of  dw 
ftrideft  fidelity,  and  the  moft  lagacious  policy;  and  diough  I  an 
very  far  horn  intending  to  charge  daem  with  weaknefi  or  injuftice, 
fit  from  pretending  to  have  dilcovered  in  them  a  txfet  ttndcncy  to 
advance  any  intereft  in  c^ipolttion  to  that  of  Britain,  I  am  yet  not 
fblf  to  prcvul  upon  myfelf  to  fuppre&  tbole  fc{ii^cs  nrhict^  binder 
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me  from  concurring  widi  themj  tuul  firoRi  approving  tiio  Addieft 
«fi)di  is  nov  propofcd. 

I  sm  Icis  inclined,  my  Lords,  to  ikvour  the  prefent  motion,  be- 
casfe  I  have  kmg  been  de&ous  of  feeing  the  ancient  method  of 
eoenl  Addrcfis  revived  by  this  Houfc  ;  a  method  of  Addrcfs  by 
vUcb  our  princes  were  reverenced  without  flattery,  and  which  left 
01  at  h'berty  to  honour  the  Crown,  without  dcfcending  to  idolize  the 
Uiiuftiy. 

I  know  not,  my  Lords,  what  advantages  have  been  procured  by 
U  annual  repetition  of  the  Ipeeches  ftom  the  Throne,  however  gra- 
cioot  or  excdloit.  For  Dor&lvcs,  we  have  certainly  obtained  no 
new  confidence  from  the  Crown,  nor  any  higher  d^ree  of  honour 
UBOi^  the  people.  The  incenfe,  which  from  our  centers  has  fo 
loi^  perfumed  the  palace,  has  inclined  the  nation  to  fufpeft,  th«t  we 
>n  long  enough  inured  to  idolatry,  to  offer  up  their  properties  for  a 
fKrtficc,  wheoever  tbey  fttall  be  required ;  and  I  cannot  difiemble 
my  fnfpicions,  that  a  long  continuance  of  this  cuftom  may  give 
Jboe  ambitious  or  q>preffive  prince  in  fome  diftant  age,  when  per* 
iiaps  dtis  beneficent  and  iUuftrious  iamily  may  be  extinfi}  the  coii>- 
fideoce  to  demand  it. 

I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  and  hope  your  Lordihips  will  be  con- 
vinced i^KHi  very  ihort  reflexion,  that  there  is  a  ftilc  of  JcrvHity, 
vhich  it  becomes  not  this  Houle  to  ufe  even  to  our  Monarchs:  we 
are  to  remember,  indeed,  that  rerennce  which  is  always  due  from 
fiil^e^  but  to  preferve  likewiCt  that  dignity  which  is  inleparable 
bom  iodepeodence  and  legiflative  authority. 

Thatwe  oug^f  not  to  dcfcendto  the  meaneft  of  .fiattery,  lint  we 
ought  to  preferve  the  privilege  of  fpeaking,  without  exaggerated 
pntfe^  or  iSt&ed  acknowledgments,  our  regard  not  only  to  our- 
^ves,  b^t  to  our  Sovereign  ought  to  remind  us.  For  nothing  ia 
more  evideM,  my  Lords,  than  that  00  Monarch  can  be  happy  while 
liis  pet^  are  mi&rable  j  that  the  Throne  can  be  lecure  only  by 
l>ciiig  guarded  by  the  afieSions  of  the  people ;  and  the  prince  can 
only  gain  and  preferve  their  afiedions,  by  promoting  their  intereft„ 
sod  fuppoiting  their  privileges. 

Bat  bow,  my  Lords,  {bail  th»t  Monarch  diftinguifh  dw  intereft 

flf  his  people,  whom  none  Qiall  dare  to  a[^roach  with  information  i 

How  (haU  dnr  pririle^  be  fu^ported,  if  vdien  tbey  are  in£rin^> 

DDmaa  wUl  comjJain?  And  who  fliaU  dare  to  lay  any  public  griev- 

0,4  ances. 
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•nces,  or  private  wrongs  before  t)ie  Kit^  of  Britain*  if  the  bi|^Mft 
Aflembly  of  the  nation  fljall  nerer  addrds  him  but  in  teems  of 
flattery? 

The  neccffity  of  putting  an  end  to  this  corrupt  cuftom,  becomea 
every  day  more  and  more  urgent ;  the  afiairs  of  Europe  are  baflen* 
ing  to  a  crifiSf  in  which  all  our  prudence,  and  all  our  influence  will 
be  required ;  and  we  ought  therefore  to  take  care  not  to  peri^ex  our 
.  refolutions  by  voluntary  ignorance,  or  dcftroy  our  credit  by  a  public 
approbation  of  meafures,  which  we  arc  well  known  not  to  un- 
derftand. 

I  fuppole,  none  of  your  Lordfliips,  who  are  not  engaged  in  the 
admini Illation  of  affairs,  will  think  it  derogatory  from  the  rqiutaticni 
of  your  abilities  and  experience*  to  confefi,  that  you  do  not  yet  fee  all 
the  ctrcumftances  or  confequences  of  the  iheafures  which  you  are 
defired  to  applaud ;  meafures  which  have  been  too  lately  taken  to 
difcover  their  own  tendency,  and  with  relation  to  which  no  papers 
have  been  laid  before  us.  We  are  told  of  armies  joined,  and  trea- 
ties concluded,  and  therefore  called  upon  to  praife  die  wildom  of  our 
negotiations,  and  the  ufefulnefs  and  vigour  of  our  military  prepara- 
tions ;  tliough  we  are  neither  acquainted  on  what  terms  our  alliances 
are  formed,  nor  on  what  conditions  our  auxiliaries  a£ft  us. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  fiirely  Itich  treatment  as  no  liberal  mind  can 
very  patiently  fuppwt ;  it  is  little  left  than  to  require  that  we  flKnild 
follow  our  guides  with  our  eyes  fhut ;  that  we  fltould  place  im[dicit 
confidence  in  the  wifdom  of  our  minifters,  and  having  firft  fuffered 
tbem  to  blind  ourfelves,  alEft  them  afterwards  to  blind  the  people. 

Tliie  longer  I  dwdl  upon  die  confideratjon  of  tbis  motioD,  the 
more  aipiments  arife  to  perfuade  me,  tint  we  ought  not  haftily  t* 
agree  to  it.  My  Lords,  the  Addrefs  propofed,  like  the  fyttA  itSdS, 
js  of  a  very  complicated  and  intricate  kind,  and  com^fes  in  s 
&VT  words  many  tranfaftions  of  great  importance,  erouded  tt^ietfaer 
vith  an  artfiil  brevity,  that  the  mind  may  be  hindered  by  the  multi- 
tude of  images,  from  a  dillind  and  deliberate  con^dcration  (^  par- 
ticulars. Her;  ase  a^  of  negotiation  confounded  with  operatiotis 
of  war,  one  treaty  entangled  with  another,  and  the  union  of  tbc 
Hanoverians  with  our  troops,  mentioned  almoft  in  the  lame  fenaence 
tnth  the  Spanlfb  war.  This  croud  of  tranfa£tions,  fo  diffiirent  in 
their  nature,  f^  various  in  their  C9alequenc;5,  wfap  can  ventUKc  to 
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^pcov«  ia  die  gro&  ?   or  who  can  diftiDguilh  without  long  cx»- 
mioatum? 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  I  OuU  not  be  charged  wldi  want  of  can- 
flour,  in  fuppofing  the  motion  not  to  be  an  extemporaneous  compo- 
fiooot  but  to  be  drawn  up  with  art  and  deliberation.  It  is  wcU 
known,  that  die  Addre&  is  often  concerted  at  the  fame  time  that 
tiie  %ecch  is  compofed  j  and  Aat  it  is  not  uncommon  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  fuperiority  which  long  acquaintance  with  the  queHioo 
gjves  thfife  who  defend  the  motion,  above  tbf^e  who  oppofc  it. 
,  We  arc  indeed  told,  that  the  viable  cSa:Sks  <J  his  Majtfly's  mea- 
fufcs  [vove  fheir  o^iediency,  and  that  we  may  fafcly  applaud  that 
couiuEt  of  which  vft,  lecetvc  the  benefits,  But,  my  Lwds,  the  ad- 
raatages  muft  be  fcen  oc  feh  before  diey  can,  bf  pnc^rly  acknow- 
ledged ;  and  it  has  nof:  been  fliewn,  that  we  have  yet  either  intimi^ 
dated  the  enemies  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  whole  ii^tereft  we  have 
been  lately  taught  to  believp  in&parable  froip  our  own*  or  encourag- 
ed any  new  aUiea  to  dedam  in  her  bvour, 

"nie  Dutch,  my  Lords^  are  npt  yet  rouled  from  their  llumber  of 
neutrality ;  and  how  logdly  foeyvr  we  may  alGtrt  our  zeal,  or  widi 
ivfaaCevcr  pomp  we  may  di^ay  our  ftrepgtfa,  they  flill  ^m  to  doubt 
either  our  int^rity  or  force ;  ai)d  are  afraid  of  engaging  in  the  quar- 
rel, left  they  ihould  be  either  conquered  or  betrayed.  Nor  has  the 
^^iproach  of  our  army,  however  they  may  be  delighted  with  the 
fboWf  inffMred  th^m  with  more  ccHunge,  though  they  are  enforced 
by  the  troops  of  Hanover. 

The  ad^on  of  thefe^forcea  to  the  BritiQi  annyi  has  been  men- 
tioned as  an  inftance  of  uncommon  attention  to  the  great  caufeof 
Hnivcrlal  liberty,  at  a  proof  that  no  regard  has  been  paid  to  private 
intereft,  apd  ^t  all  confideratiom  are  &criEced  to  public  good. 
Put  Alice  no  fervice  can  be  fi)  great  but  it  mf)y  be  overpaid,  it  it 
maeBkty  that  we  ouy  judge  of  the  benefit,  to  inform  us  pn  what 
terms  it  has  been  obtained,  and  hpw  w^U  tli?  ^^  q(  fuc^effion  has 
t»ccn  obferved  on  this  occpfion. 

Though  J  am  tpo  well  acquainted,  my  Lords,  wifh  tHe  maxims 
irhich  prevail  ip  the  ptefent  age,  and  have  Ijad  toq  much  experience 
of  the  mopvps,  by  \t^ich  the  decifions  of  fhf  Senate  are  influenced, 
to  offer  any  motipo  of  my  own,  yet  thefe  reafons  will  withhold  me 
^om  concurring  with  this.  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
WKfiipn  <»gltt  tq  be  ppft|>pf)c0  tfl  anothpr  ditfi  in  which  ttte  Houle 


>34  -SIBATl     OH-  [moV,  iA 

nay  be  toiler,  oar  dclibcntioos  beafiftcd  by  the  wifiloni  MnAesfH^ 
tieoce  of  more  than  Airtj  Lords,  who  are  now  aUcnt,  and  the  (Jl^- 
jeSis  of  enquiiy,  of  which  many  are  new  and  nnexpeQed)  may  be 
more  accurately  confidered ;  nor  Can  I  prevail  upon  inyfejf  to  retuin 
to  general  declarations  any  other  than  general  anTwcr*. 

Lord  Carteret  anfwcred  in  fubRance  as  followt:— My  Lords, 
As  there  has  arilen  no  oen^qoeftion,  as  his  Majelly  in  alMi^  ite 
Qneen  of  Hungary,  has  only  fdlowed  the  advice  of  the  Senate  ;  I 
am  &r  Jrom  being  able  to  difcover,  why  any  long  delibcratioD  ihould 
be  neccflary  to  a  concurrence  with  the  motion  now  before  ns,  or 
whence  any  doubt  can  arife  with  regard  to  the  tfSe&%  of  his  Majefty** 
meafures ;  efTc^ls  which  no  man  will  deny,  who  will  t^lieve  cither 
bis  own  eyes,  or  the  teftimony  of  odicr^  ;  eSe&s,  which  every  mu 
who  furveys  the  Itatc  of  Europe  muft  perceive,  and  which  oar  friendt 
and  our  enemies  will  equally  confefa. 

To  thefe  meafures,  triiich  we  are  now  to  coolider,  it  muft  be 
afcribcd,  that  the  French  are  no  longer  lords  of  Qemajiy  j  that  Acf 
no  longer  bold  the  princes  of  the  cm^nre  in  ful^e^Hon*  lay  prorioccs 
wafte  at  pleafurcj  and  fell  Aeir  friendfliip  on  their  own  tcnns.  By 
ihcfe  meafures  have  the  Dutch  been  delivered  from  their  terrors,  and 
encouraged  to  deliberate  freely  upon  the  fUte  of  Europe,  and  pre- 
pare for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sandion.  But  the  common 
caufe  has  been  moft  evidently  advanced  by  gaimng  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
by  whofc  defeflion  the  balance  <rf  the  war  was  turned,  aod  at  leaft 
'  thirty  thou&nd  men  taken  away  from  the  Icale  of  France. 

TTits,  my  Lords,  was  a  change  only  to  be  efieded  by  a  patient 
expectation  of  opportunities,  and  a  pdittc  improvement  of  cafual  ad^ 
vantages,  and  by  contriving  methods  of  reconciling  the  intereft  of 
Pruffia  with  the  friendlhip  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  for  ptinoes, 
like  odier  men,  are  inclined  to  prefer  their  own  iittereft  to  all  oAet 
motives,  and  (o  fdlow  that  fcheme  which  fhall  promife  moll  gain. 

That  all  this,  my  Lords,  has  been  effe^ed,  cannot  be  denied ;  nor 
can  it  be  faid  to  have  been  efFeCled  by  any  (Kher  caules  than  the 
condti£t  of  Britain :  had  this  nation  looked  either  vriA  cowardly  de- 
fpair,  or  negligent  inaAivity,  on  the  riling  power  of  f  ranee  and  the 
troubles  of  the  continent ;  had  the  diftribution  of  empire  been  left  to 
chance,  our  thoughts  confined  wholly  to  commerce,  aqd  our  pro- 
fpe^  not  extended  beyond  our  own  illand,  the  libertiea  of  Europs 
had  been  at  an  end,  the  French  had  eftablilb^  tbcmfelyn  ia  die  f^ 
f-~'     - 1        ctire 
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cure  poflelEon  of  univerfal  monaitfajr,  would  henceforth  have  ^ 
mankind  at  defiance,  and  wantooed  widiout  fear  in  oppreffion  and 

Tbde,  my  Lord's,  are  conlequences  of  the  meafures  purfued  hj 
his  Majefty,  <rf'«^ich  neither  the  reality  nor  the  importance  can  bo 
^ncfttoned,  and  therefore  they  may  douhtlefs  be  approved  widiout 
heAtariOn.  For  forely,  my  Lords,  the  addition  of  the  Hanoreriao 
troops  to  the  forces  of  our  own  nation  can  raife  no  (creples,  nor  be 
r^rcfented  as  any  violation  of  die  Aft  of  Srttlement. 

Of  the  meaning  of  that  memorable  ad,  I  believe,  I  do  no*  ncefl 
any  information.  I  know  it  is  provided,  that  this  nation  fliall  not 
be  engaged  in  war  in  the  quarrel  of  Hanover ;  but  I  fee  no  traces  of 
a  reciprocal  obligation,  nor  can  difcover  any  claufe,  by  which  we 
are  fortadden  to  make  ufe  in  our  own  caufc  of  the  alliance  of  Hano- 
ver, or  by  which  the  Hanoverians  are  fortudden  to  affift  us. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  this  reprefentation  of  the  Itate  of  our  tranf^ 
a^oBS  widi  Hanover,  will  not  be  charged  with  artifice  or  fopbiftry. 
I  know  how  invidious  a  tafk  is  undertaken  by  him  who  attempts  w 
fliew  any  connexion  between  interefts  fo  generally  thought  oppc^te* 
and  am  (iipported  in  this  apology  only  by  die  confcioufneft  of  integrity, 
and  the  intrepidity  of  tnilh. 

Ilieaffiftance^  Hanover,  myLcH-ds,  was  at  this  time  apparently 
necdlary.  Our  owq  troops,  joined  with  the  Heffians,  compofed  a 
body  too  foiall  to  make  any  efficacious  oppofition  to  the  defigns  of 
France  ;  but  by  the  addition  of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  became  fuffi- 
ciently  formidable  to  oblige  her  to  employ  tWe  troops  for  the  fe- 
cwity  of  her  frontiers,  with  wfaich  (be  intended  to  have  overwhelmed 
Italy,  and  to  have  exalted  another  SpanHh  prince  to  a  new  kingdom. 
The  Spaniards,  deprived  of  this  affiftance,  barrafled  by  the  AuQrians 
with  perpetual  alarms,  and  debarred  4>y  our  fleet  from  the  fupplies 
which  are  provided  for  them  in  their  own  country,  muft  languilh 
with  penury  and  hardfllips, -being  eqv^ly  cut  off  from  fuccour  and 
from  flight, 

Tlius,  my  Lords,  it  is  evident,  that  the  true  and  everlafting  inte- 
reft  of  Britain  has  been  ftcadily  purfued  ;  that  the  meafures  formed 
to  promote  it  have  been.not  only  prudent,but  fuccefsful.  We  did 
not  engage  fooner  in  the  quarrel,  becaufe  we  were  not  able  to  form 
an  army  fufficienlly  powerful.  An  advantageous  peace  is  only  to  be 
obtained  by  vigorous  •preparations  for  war}  nor  is  it -to  .be  expe^ed 
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diat  our  9twmies  Ibould  onut  oar  (Heni^p,  till  tfaef  fee  that  our 
oppoGdon  is  really  formidable.  Such,  my  Lords,  is  our  prefent  fiatc; 
.  we  may  rcafotui>ty  hope  that  die  French  will  dcfift  horn  their  dcflgn«« 
becaufe  tbeywill  have  a  confederacy  to  oppo<e>  more  powerful  than 
that  by  which  their  immortal  monarch  was  lately  humbkd ;  and  I 
hope  that  condud  will  always  be  applauded  in  this  Hoiile,«bidi 
enables  us  to  rcprels  the  aAogance  of  France.  ^    ,; 

Lord  Wbstmqrland  then  fpoke  to  die  following  purportjtr- 
My  Lords,  Though  the  warmth  which  the  noble  Lord  has  defended 
the  motion,  and  the  confidence  with  which  he  ailerts  die  prcquicty 
and  efficacy  of  the  meafures  to  which  it  relates,  arc  fuch  proo&  of 
die  ftrength  of  his  convi&ioa  as  leave  no  room  to  doubt  his  finccri^ ; 
]ret  as  the  lame  arguments  do  not  operate  upon  different  minds  with 
the  fame  force,  I  hope  I  {ball  not  be  thought  lefs  lincerr,  or  le& 
ftudious  of  the  public  happinels,  or  the  honour  of  the  crown,  tliou^ 
I  prefume  to  diSer  from  him. 

la  the  motion  now  before  us,  I  cannot  concur,  becaufe,  tftoiig^  it 
DuHiId  be  allowed  to  contain  »  juft  reprefentatiqii  of  fiweign  affiun, 
yet  it  appean  to  me  to  omit  thofe  cgpfidsrations  which  I  diiok  it  Ibe 
duty  of  this  Hou|e  fo  oQer  to  his  M>jcfiy,  This  nation  is,  ip  mj 
opinion,  expefed  to  enemies  more  formidable  thun  the  French  j  mr 
do  I  think  thatweareatleifure  to  defend  the  liberties  of  Europe,  tiB 
we  have  made  fome  proviiioiu  for  the  fecuricy  of  our  own ;  orto 
regulate  the  balance  of  power,  till  we  have  reflored  our  conftitution 
to  Its  ancient  equilibrium. 

That  there  are  flagrant  prooft  of  the  mofl  enormous  ootruptioa 
throughout  the  whole  (iibordtnation  of  public  offices ;  diat  our  pub- 
lic fiindi  are  only  nurferies  of  fnud,  and  that  truft  of  every  lund  it 
only  confidered  as  an  t^portunity  of  plundering,  appears  erideady 
from  the  univerlal  prevalence  of  luxury  and  extravagnnce,  firom  tbe 
fudden  affluence  of  private  men,  from  die  wanton  riot  <^  dieir  taUea, 
the  regal  fplendour  of  their  eqtupages^.and  tbe  oflentatious  magnifi- 
cence of  their  buildings. 

[t  is  evident  lijc^wife,  tbU  corniption  is  not  confiried  to  public 
o$cee ;  that  tholf  who  have  loll  tbcir  owp  ii)tegrity,  have  endea- 
voured to  deflroy  the  virtue  of  odiers;  that  attempts  have  been  nude 
to  fubjcA  the  whole  nation  to  tbe  influence  of  corruption,  and  to 
fpread  the  conugiop  «f  bHbf  ry  from  the  higheft  (p  the  IqvcQ  clailcs 

of*«pwrf?.. 

DiailizodbvGoOglc 


A.  174«.]  AM      ADORBSS.  I37 

It  Is  tberelbre  nKtf&iy^  before  we  engage  in  the  conftderation  of 
foreign  nffiiirs,  to  profecute  the  enquiry  which  was  begun  in  the  hift 
(effion,  to  trace  wickedncft  to  its  fotircc,  and  drag  the  authors  of  our 
miferies  into  Ae  light.  • 

Tbde,  mjr  Lords,  arc  the  enquiries  which  the  general  voice  of  the 
pet^e  importuoateljr  demands  ;  thdc  are  the  petitions  which  ought 
never  to  be  rejeAed  ;  all  parties  are  nov^unitcd,  and  all  animoltties 
cxtinguiihed  -,  nor  is  there  way  other  clamour  than  for  enquiries  and 
puniflinient. 

The  other  Houfe,  my  Lords,  has  been  engaged  in  the  laudable 
atttmpt  to  detedthofewhO'have  betrayed,  or  plundered,  or  corrupted 
A«r  country ;  and  furely  we  ought  to  have  fo  much  regard  to  our 
own  honour,  as  not  to  fuficr  them  to  toil  alone  in  a  delign  fo  popular, 
lb  juft,  and  fo  necelTary,  while  we  amufe  ourfelves  widi  applauding 
the  fagacity  of  our  minifters,  ¥^10,  whatever  they  may  hope  them. 
felves,  or  promife  odiers,  have  not  yet  prevailed  on  any  foreign  power 
to  concur  mth  them,  or  to  interpofe  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent. 
And  therefore  I  cannot  conceal  my  fufpicioni  that  inftead  of  furnilli- 
ing  any  fubjefi  for  panegyrics  on  our  policy  and  caution,  we  are 
now  wafting  our  treafurcs  and  our  ftrcngth  In  a  romantic  expedition. 

Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  our  domeftic  evils  feem  to  me  moft 
dangerous,  I  move,  that  in  order  to  their  fpeedy  remedy,  and  that 
Ae  peo[^e  may  fee  we  do  not  forget  their  immediate  interefl,  this  ad- 
dition be  made  to  the  motion  now  before  us : 

**  And  humbly  to  afliire  his  Majefty,  that  we  will  apply  our  con- 
ftant  and  perlevering  endeavours  to  calm  and  heal  animofities  and 
divtfions,  unfeafonable  as  they  are  at  all  times,  and  mod  pernicious 
m  the  prefent  jun^re,  which  the  true  fetherly  tendemels  of  his  Ma- 
jefly,  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  conftant  care  for  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  his  people,  has  fo  affedtonately  at  the  doie  of  taft  feffion 
recommended  from  the  throne,  by  fearching  thoroughly  and  efieAu- 
ally  into  the  grounds,  which  are  or  may  be  afKgned  for  public  dif- 
content,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  rules  and  methods  of  Parliament." 

This  additional  claufe  being  <&livercd  in  writing  to  the  Speaker, 
Ik  read  it  to  the  Houfe,  but  bid  that  the  noble  Liord  fpolce  fo  low, 
fiat  he  eould  not  tell  where  he  propofed  to  have  it  inferted.  Lord 
Wbstmoklakd  then  direded  him  to  read  the  motion,  which  done, 
be  (feiired  that  his  daufe  might  be  added  at  the  eod. 

Upon 
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Upon  Ah  Lord  RATUONb  fpoke  asfbllows  :—My  Lords,  The 
Addition  which  the  noble  Lord  has  offered  to  the  Addrefs  propofed, 
cannot,  in  my  (pinion,  be  properly  admitted,  as  it  has  no  relation  to 
the  preceding  claufes,  but  is  rather  inconTiftent  with  dtem. 

Nor  do  I  think  it  only  improper  widi  regard  to  the  other  part  of 
the  motion,  but  unneceflary  in  itfelf ;  fince  it  has  do  reference  to  his 
Majefiy's  Speech,  now  under  our  confideration ;  flnce  it  will  facili- 
tate none  itf  our  enquiries,  which  may  be  carried  on  with  equal  vigour 
without  any  fuch  unfeafonable  declaration  of  our  defign. 

If,  therefore,  the  motion  for  the  amendment  be  not  withdrawn,  I 
Hull  move,  tbat^the  firft  quefiion  belirft  put. 

[The  quellion  was  then  put  with  regard  to  thefirA  motion,  andit 
palled  in  the  affirmative,  without  any  divifion.} 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Dtctmber  10,    1742< 

A^iai  M  the  CammiUee  efSi^a,fir  granting  Pttf  fir  16000  Hen»' 
'  verian  Treepi  fir  tbefiur  Mantbt  laji  faji. 

Sir  William  Yonge  opened  the  debate,  and  fpokc  in  fubftance 
u  follows : — Sir,  Though  the  general  ftate  of  the  kingdoms  of  Eu- 
rope cannot  be  fuppoled  to  be  wholly  unknown  in  this  Allembly,  yet 
fince  the  decifion  of  die  queftion  now  before  us,  mult  depend  upon 
the  coocepci*ns  which  every  man  has  formed  with  regard  to-  the 
afiairs  on  tbe  continent^  it  will  be  ncceflary  to  exhibit  them  to  view 
in  a  narrow  compals,  that  nothing  which  may  ccmtiibute  to  our  in- 
formation may  be  overlooked  or  forgotten. 

The  late  Emperor,  for  fome  time  before  his  death,  finding  tfatf 
there  remained  little  hopes  of  male  iffue,  and  diat  his  &mily  would 
be  confeqtiently  in  danger  of  loftng  part  of  the  honours  and  dignitiet 
which  it  had  fo  long  enjoyed,  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  fecurit;^  of 
his  hereditary  dominions,  which  be  entailed  upon  his  eldeft  daugfiter; 
to  prc&rve  them  from  being  broken  into  fragments,  and  divided 
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unoDg  tbe  Dutncrous  pretender^  to  tbem  ;  and  Aat  this  fetdeiacat 
might  be  prcferved  frotn  violation,  employed  all  tbe  opportunities 
which  iay  extraordinary  conjunctures  prelented  to  him  of  obtaining 
tbe  concurrence  and  ratification  of  the  neighbouring  fta,te3. 
I  As  it  vas  always  tbe  intercft  of  this  lu^on  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of 
Au&iia,  as  a  counterbalance  to  thepower  of  France,  it  was  eafy  to 
procure  from  us  a  fblenin  acceffion  to  this  imporUnt  rettlcmentt  and 
vc  therefore  promiled  to  fupport  it,  whenever  it  Ihould  be  attacked* 
This  nas  in  reality  only  a  proraiie  to  he  watchful  for  our  own  advan- 
tage, aad  to  hinder  that  increale  of  the  Freocb  influence,  which  muft 
It  length  be  &tal  to  ourlclvcs. 

Tbe  like  engagements  were  propofed  to  many  odier  powers,  which 
propo£ils  were  by  moft  of  ^m  accepted,  and  among  otiten  by  France^ 
i^KM)  conCdcratibn  of  a  very  large  increafe  of  her  dominions ;  and  it 
was  h^ed,  that  whatever  might  be  determined  by  the  Ele<%rs  with 
relied  to  the  itnperial  dignity,  the  herediury  dominions  to  the  Houfe 
oi  Aulltia  wouldTcmain  in  the  fame  family,  and  that  France  would 
beimidered  by  het  own  eoga^ments  from  diflurbing  the  peace  of 
the  empire. 

But  no  foofKr  did  the  dcadi  of  the  Emperor  give  die  enemies  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftrta  hopes  of  gratifying  without  danger  their  reftnt- 
ment  and  ambition,  than  aimoft  all  the  neighbouring  priiices  begau 
to  revive  their  pretenfions,  and  appoaicd  refolved  to  recover  by  force, 
what  they  alledged  to  have  been  only  by  force  withheld  from  them. 
Annies  were  raifed  on  all  fides,  invafions  either  attempted  or  threat- 
Oed  from  every  quarter,  and  the  whole  world  looked  upon  tho 
dughter  of  AuHria  either  with  pity  or  widi  joy,  as  un^le  to  make. 
uy  fUnd  againft  thii  general  confederacy,  and  under  a  neoeflity  of 
^eMisg  to  tbe  oifift  oppreffivc  terms*  and  purcfaaling  peace  from  her 
OKimes  at  their  own  price. 

It  cannot  be  mentioned,  without  indignation,  diat  tlus  uninrfid 
combinatioa  vas  formed  and  condufled  by  the  influence  of  the  French, 
who,  after  having  agreed  to  tbe  Pragmatic  San^ion,  omitted  no  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  violation  of  it ;  and  not  only  incited  the 
neigUicmrii^  princes  to  affert  their  claim  by  promifes  of  affifhince, 
but  poured  numerous  armies  into  the  empire,  not  only  to  procure 
hy  forec,  and  without  the  leaft  regard  to  equity,  an  elei^on  in  fiivour 
Jf  tbe  Duke  of  Bavaria,  but  to  affift  htm  in  the  invafion  of  the  Au- 
biaa  domiiuoiH,  of  which  the  flBtdement  had  beep  ratified  by  their 

concur- 
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ccMicurrence,  purchalcd  at  a  price  which  might  joftly  have  been 
thought  too  great,  even  though  they  had  ohCetvcd  tfaeir  ftipulations. 

The  pleas  which  they  advanced  in  vindication  of  tfaeir  condu^  it 
is  not  ncceflary  to  relate;  fince,  however  artfully  they  ma^be  formed, 
tile  common  fcnfe  of  mankind  muft  perceive  them  -to  be  ftdfe.  It  is 
to  no  purpoie,  that  they  declare  tbemfelves  not  to  have  receded  from- 
their  promife,  becaufe  they  enter  the  empire  only  as  auxiliaries,  and  ' 
their  troops  adt  under  the  command  of  the  £le<3or  of  Bavaria ;  iince 
he  that  furnifhes  troops  for  the  invafion  of  thofe  territories  whiA  he 
is  obliged  to  protect  may  very  juftly  beconfidcred  as  an  invader;  as 
he  who  aOifts  a  thief,  partakes  the  guilt  of  theft. 

All  contraSs,  Sir,  whether  between  ftates  or  private  perfons,  are 
to  be  underftood  according  to  die  known  intention  of  the  two  parties ; 
and  I  fuiq>ofe  it  will  not  be  pretended,  by  the  moft  hardened  advocate 
for  tiie  condu^  of  the  French,  that  the  late  Emperor  would  have 
purchaled,  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  their  acceffion  to  the  Pragmatic  Sao^en, 
if  he  had  fuppofcd,  tiut  they  flill  thought  themfelves  at  liberty  to  em- 
ploy all  their  treafure  and  tfaeir  force  in  aSfting  others  to  violate  it. 

It  is  well  known^  that  an  unTuccefsful  w^,  which  the  French  are 
likewile  furpcjted  of  aflifling,  had,  a  fliort  time  befiwe  the  death  of 
the  Emperor,  weakened  his  forces,  and  exhaufted  bis  revenues  j  aad 
that  therefore,  when  he  was  furpriced  by  death,  he  left  his  family  im- 
poverifhed  and  defencelefs ;  fo  that  his  daughter  being  without  money 
or  armies,  and  prdlcd  by  enemies  on  every  fide  of  her  dominions, 
was  immediately  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs  as  perhaps  {be  only  was  aUe 
to  fuppor^  and  (uch  difficulties  as  no  other  would  have  entertuaed 
the  leaft  hope  of  being  able  to  funnount. 

In  the  firft  cruft  of  her  calamities,  when  flie  was  driven  by  tbe 
torrent  of  invqiion  ftom  ibrtrefs '  to  ftvtrefs,  and  from  kingdom  to 
kingdom,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  moft  of  die  guarantees  of  tbe 
Pragmatic  Sanation  ftood  at  gaze,  without  attempting  that  rdtef 
which  the  ince£amly  called  upon  tiiem  to  alK>rd  her;  and  which  in- 
deed they  could  deny  upon  no  other  pretence,  than  that  they  were  con- 
vinced it  would  be  ineffedual,  that  her  ruin  was  not  to  be  prevciuc^ 
and  diat  the  muft  be  fwallowed  by  the  deluge  of  war,  which  it  a^ 
peared  impoffible  to  refift  or  to  divert; 

The  Queen,  however,  determined  to  afiert  her  rights,  aai  to  de^ 
ftnd  her  dominions  j  and  therefore  afleo^Ied  her  forces,  and  made 
fudi  of^Ktfition,  diat  fome  of  ber  enemies  finding  tiif  war,  to  lAidi 

the; 
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ftey  woe  eacouraged  only  by  a  briief  of  the  cwtwnty  of  fucceft, 
liMy  10  become  mor«  bazudout  tbjin  dwy  txpeStei,  fopn  dcaftc4 
i  fiom  their  claims,  ^nd  confentcd  to  peace  upon  moderate.  coiiditJwiS) 
^od  the  moft  fomiidable  of  her  enemies,  bein^  alienated  from  die 
French  by  experience  of  their  trea<Aery,  aitd  perhaps  intimidated 
bydw  brarery  of  his  enemies,  was  at  laft  vnlling  to  become  neutral, 
«od  to  hi  ^ti^fied  wdth  the  recovery  of  hi»  9wa  claiiJis,  without 
aSfiing  the  Elei^r  of  Bavaria. 

Thio  fiu-  has  this  illu^ious  princefs  ftruggUd  in  the  tempcft  of 
thetoDtinent  with  very  little  affiftance  front  her  confederates  j  but  i| 
cannat  be  fuppofed,  that  thefc  violent  eflbjrta  b^ve  not  cxhaufted  he^ 
ftreugtb,  or  dwt  (he  muft  not  b*  at  length  overpowered  by  tb4 
"mies  which  the  French,  enraged  at  die  difappointment  of  dif'rf 
icbemes,  are  fending  againft  her.  Sho  bat  an  iiiconteftible  claim  t« 
«r  afiOaMe,  promifed  by  the  inoft  fdemn  ftip^riations,  and  diere* 
/ore  not  to  be  withheld  upon  any  views  of  prefcat  advantage.  The 
PWdence  and  magnaniioity  which  flie  hai  difcovcred,  jtfove,,  that  (he 
kkrm  to  W  fupported  upon  the  common  principles  of  generofity, 
which  would  jiot  lUfier  a  brave  man  to  look  idly  upon  a  heroin* 
ftniggltng  widi  multituiies  j  and  die  oppofiticu  which  fbe  has  becB 
able  to  make  alone,  ibews  dm  affiftaace  will  not  be  vain. 

Theft  confideratioas,  diot^  iince  the  Senate  has  deteraiimd  W 

aiEA  her,  they  are  not  immediauly  neceflary  in  a  quefiion  .which  re«     ' 

ktes  only  to  the  manner  in  which  that  affiftance  fitall  be  given,  ait 

Jft  not  entirely  ufelefs  j  ftnce  they  nuy  contribute  to  ovcrbalaneo 

'  "lypt^udises  that  nayobftrudtheJUieineSD^ich  have  been  formed^ 

and  ^«uckeo  the  endeavours  of  men  who  might  be  inclined  to  rcjed 

Aofe  counfeli  to  which  any  Ipecious  objcaions  Jhall  be  ralfed,  or 

t«  Me  dut  time  in  deliberation,  which  ought  to  be  emjdc^d  in  adtioHf. 

At  the  affiflanct  of  this  diftrefled  Princefs  has  been  already  voted 

^7^  Senate,  if  is  bow  no  longer  to  be  enquired^  what  advantages 

<aa  be  gained  fo  this  naticm  by  protecting  her,  or  whether  the  bcnefiu 

«f  ridory  wiU  be  equivalent  to  the  hazards  of  war!  Thele  queftiona 

vs  Already  detenwned.    It  has  already  appeared  nccsflary  to  this 

Konfi^  to  reftftre  the  balance  of  power  by  prcTirving  the  Houle  o^ 

Auftria  i  ard  the  only  ^tueAicm,  tfarrefore,  that  remains  is,  by  vriu9 

Utttm  we  fltall  endeavour  to  prcferve  it  i  and  wbedier  the  means  that" 

Jkwe  pVeady  been  nfed,  d^rv«  ow  approbajion  i  _, 

Vot-Jl.  R  Among 
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Among  the  feveral  TchemeB  tint  were  propoled  for  tiiis  end,  it  ap-* 
pearcd  mpft  propet  to  the  mmiftry  to  form  an  army  in  ths  Low 
CoutiCrics,  whence  they  might  be  readjr  to  march  wherever  their 
prefence  might  be  required,  and  where  tfaey  might  be  eafily  (upplied 
with  tiecefiaries.  This  army  was  to  be  ratfed  with  expedition ;  the 
affain  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  could  admit  of  no  delay ;  auxiliary 
troops  were  theieforeto  be  hired,  and  it  appeared  to  them  more  proper 
'  to  hire  tiie  troops  of  Hanover  than  of  any  other  nation. 

That  the  affilirs  of  die  Queen  of  Hungary  Wbuld  admit  of  no  de- 
hy,  and  that  therefore  the  army  in  the  Low  Countries  was  very 
Ipeedily  to  be  formed,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  one  diat  compares 
her  power  with  that  of  the  nation  againft  which  flie  was  contending  j 
k  nation  incited  by  a  long  train  of  fuccefs  to  afpirc  to  univer&l  mo- 
inrchy ;  a  nation  which  has  long  been  aSembling  armies,  and  accu- 
mulating treafures,  in  <»-der  to  give  law  to  the  reft  of  the  world ; 
■which  had  for  many  years  flood  againft  the  united  fiarce  of  all  tht 
bordering  powers,  and  to  irtiich  the  Houfeof  Auftria  is  not  equal  is 
iu  full  ftrength,  much  kfs  when  its  treafures  had  been  exbaiifle<^ 
aifld  its  troops  defiroyed  in  an  unfoitunate  war  before  tt>e  death  of 
•hf  £aper*r ;  and  when  almoft  every  part  of  its  dominions  was 
threatened  by  a  particular  poWer,  and  the  troops  of  each  province 
were  employed  in  the  defence  of  their  own  towns ;  (o  that  no'p^at 
-armies  could  be  colle'iE^,  bccaufe  no  place  coidd  be  left  without 
defenders. 

'  Such  was  the  ftatc  of  the  Auftrian  dominions,  when  the  troops  of 
France  broke  in  upon  them  ;  and  in  this  ftate  \t  muft  readily  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  neither  courage  nor  prudence  could  procure  fuccefs; 
that  no  ftratagems  could  long  divert,  norany  rcfiftance  repel  fcch 
fiperiority  of  power,  and  that  therefore  relief  muft  be  ^wedy,  to  be 
-cBcacious. 

That  to' bring  the  relief  which  we  bad  promifed,  with  aqjedhka 
fufficient  to  procure  any  advantages  to  our  ally,  to  preferve  her*  p«^- 
vinces  from  being  laid  wafte,  her  towns  from  bang  ftormed,  and  b« 
armies  from  'being  ruined  ;  to  rcprefs  the  confidence  of  tb«  French, 
and  recal  them  from  conquefts  to  the  defence  of  their  own  tetTitiwics, 
if  was  apparently  neceflary  to  hire  foreign  troths  j  for  to  have  font 
iover  all  our  own  forces,  had  been  to  have  tempted  the  French  to 
change  thcii  defign  <^  invading  the  Auftrtan  dotmniooSj  into  that  •( 
*  auackinc 
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attacking  Britain,  and  attempting  to  adj  this  kingdom  to  their  oAcr 
conqueftsj  to  have  raifed  new  troops  with  expedition  ctjua!  to  the" 
neceffity  that  denianded  them,  was  either  abfolutely  impofliWtf,  6r  at 
leift  very  difficult ;  and  when  raifed,  they  would  have  been  only  ne* 
troops,  who,  whatever  might  be  their  courage,  would  have  been 
without  (kill  in  war,  and  would  therefore  have  been  diftrufled  by 
ttofe  wliom  they  affifted,  and  defpifed  by  thole  whom  they  opposed. 

Nothing  therefore  rcmaifled,  but  that  auxiliaries  (hould  be  tried, 
and  the  only  queftion  then  to  be  decided,  was,' what  nation  fliould  be 
folicited  to  fvpply  us  ?  Nor  was  this  fo  difficult  to  be  anfwered  as  in 
former  times,  fince  there  was  not  the  ufual  liberty  of'thoice;  many 
of  the  princes  who  fend  their  troops  to  fight  for  other  powcre,  were 
It  that  time  either  influenced  by  the  promifes,  or  bribed  by  thft 
money,  or  intimidated  by  the  forces  of  France  j  fome  of  them  were 
engaged  in  fchemes  for  enlarging  their  own  dominions,  and  there** 
fore  were  iinwilllng  to  fupply  others  with  thofe  troops  for  which  they 
Wfre  themfelvcs  prnjefling  etnployment;  and,  perhaps,  of  fome 
oihers  it  might  reafonably  be  doubted,  whether  they  would  not  betray  , 
the  caufe  w%ich  they  fliould  be  retained  to  fupport,  and  whether  they 
vould  not  in  fecret  wifli  the  depreffion  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
iy  means  of  thofe  invaders  whom  they  promifed  to  refift. 

Sir,  amidft  alt  thefeconfiderations,  which  there  was  not  time  com- 
i>Ieatly  to  adjuft,  it  was  neceflkry  to  turn  their  eyes  upon  fome  power 
towhich  none  of  thefe  obje^ons  could  be  made ;  and  therefore  they 
immediately  fixed  upon  the  Electorate  of  Hanover,  as  fubjeil  to  the 
hme  Monarch,  and  which,  therefore,  the  troops  might  be  properly 
conlidered  as  our  national  allies,  whofe  intcreft  and  inclinations  muft 
be  the  lame  with  our  own,  and  whoC:  fidelity  might  be  warranted  by 
our  own  Sovereign. 

It  was  no  fmall  advantage  that  the  contract  for  thefe  troops  could 
be  made  without  the  delay  of  tedious  negotiations ;  that  they  were 
ready  to  march  upon  the  firft  notice,  and  that  they  had  been  long 
Inrned  m  the  exaAeft  difcipline. 

The  concurrence  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  eafily  determined  our 
ninlllers  in  their  choice,  and  ^e  troops  were  ordered  to  joia  the 
Britons  in  the  low  countries ;  a  ftep  which  fo  much  alarmed  the 
Frencby  thst  they  no  longer  endeavoured  to  pulh  forward  their  con- 
qoells,  nor  appeared  to  entertain  any  other  defign  than  that  of  de- 
folding  dicmfelreS)  and  returning  in  fafety  to  thnr  ova  country. 
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,  Sucli  was  the  conduA  of  our  muuftry,  fuch  we»  their  mottTci, 
Kvi  fuch  has  been  their  fucceft ;  nor  do  1  doubt  but  dui  Houie  will, 
upon  the  moft  rigoroui  examination,  find  reaion  io  approve  both 
!their  integrity  and  prudence.  Of  their  integrity  they  could  give  ao 
jgreatcr  proof,  than  dieir  confidence  of  die  agreeauDt  of  this  Houfe 
.to  meafurei  which,  diough  conforsiablc  in  general  to  our  rcJblu- 
tioiiB,  were  not  ptrticularly  cooimunicated  to  us  j  becaule,  iadeed,  it 
could  not  be  done  without  loft  of  time,  which  it  wai  antEatf  to 
improve  wth  the  utmoft  dilt(<ence«  and  a  difcovcry  of  tbofe  de£{ni, 
which  ought  only  to  be  known  by  the  eneny  after  they  wire  exe- 
.  cuted.  Of  dwir  prudence,  dieir  fuccels  u  a  fufficient  evidence ;  and 
^lecefore  I  cannot  doubt  but  Gentlemen  will  give  a  fiufiion  to  llieir 
jcondu^  by  provi4ing,  according  to  the  eftimatet  before  the  Com- 
mittee, for  die  fuifort  of  trDops,  iriiich  have  been  found  f>f  1» 
jpeatufe.  , 

LmJ  PewLBTT  rote  up  next,  and  fpolce  to  At  efied  fcUowing : 
^-Sir,  The  Hononr^e  Geaileman  baa  with  lb  much  iclearDe&  ui 
elegance  di^yed  the  Hate  of  Europe,  cxplaiaed  the  oeceffily  of 
hiring  foreign  troops,  and  fhewed  the  rcafons  for  vriUdi  the  trotfs  oT 
^lanover  were  prefeired  to  thofe  of  any  other  nation,  that  I  bdicve 
it  not  to  be  of  any  ufe  to  urge  tibet  Vffmeaa  than  ^aoSe  which  be 
lus  prodaced* 

As  therefore  it  is  indi^utably  necelary  t*  hire  troops,  sod  oone 
can  be  hired  which  can  be  To  lafely  trufted  as  tk>fe  of  Hanover,  X 
cannot  but  agree  widi  die  Right  Hooourable  Gentleman,  tint  du» 
'  pieafure  of  bit  Majcfty  ought  to  be  6ipfortei,    - 

Sir  John  St.  AuBVN  then  fpohe  as  followf :— Sir,  Ituvididic 
grealeft  difficulties  that  I  rife  up'  to  give  you  thb  trouble,  aad  parti- 
cularly after  the  Honourable  Gentleman  with  whom  I  am  16  ntf 
vnequal  tb  contend,  fivt  whex  my  aflene  is  lequind  to  a  pr^dinoot 
iTo  big  with  mifcbieft,  of  fo  alarming  a  nature  to  this  cotwtry,  aai 
which  I  ditnk,  notwithftanding  what  the  Honourable  Gentltiaaa 
lias  mod  ingenloufly  faid,  muft  determine  from  this  very  day,  ^^ 
deferves  the  chara^r  and  appellation  of  a  Briton,  I  luipe  you  will 
forgive  me,  if  I  take  fliis  tail  opportunity  which  perhaps  I  may  ever 
itave  of  Speaking  widl  die  freedom  of  a  Briton  in  this  AJ&mhly. 

I  itm  not  Ale  to  fi^ow  the  Honour^ile  Gentleman  in  «By  rdww 
swnts  of  rc^fim  upon  our  foreign  afiatrt ;  I  have  not  fubtil^  enaig^ 
'tb  do  itr  nor  is  it  in  my  way  u  a  private  country  GoBdefltaa.  ta* 
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^Mugh  country  Gcntlemeil  han  not  that  Cigadty  in  bufinerc,  audi 
for  mat  qf  proptr  lights  being  2S)rde(I  hs,  the  peneuttioa  of  mi* 
idAen  bw  public  aSairs ;  yet  give  me  1«V9  to  &7,  they  have  one 
Und  of  ienle  which  miniflers  of  ftate  rddom  haTC,  and  at  ifais  time 
it  is  of  lb  acute  a  nature,  diat  it  muft  overthrow  the  arguinents  of 
die  Dwft  reJitwd  adminiftration ;  this  ii  the  lenft  of  feeling  the 
vavtriti  Aftiefles  of  their  country,  the  utt^r  incapacity  it  sow  liei 
tnder  of  fiiftaining  the  heavy  burdens  that  are  iapofing  upon  it. 

This  f  take  to  be  the  firft,  tiie  great  oh^oSt  of  Ais  <foy'9  debate. 
Confider  weU  your  ftrength  at  bome,  before  you  estaagle  yoorlelvct 
iIromI  ;  for  if  you  proceed  without  a  faffident  degree  of  diat,  your 
Rtreat  wU  be  certain  and  flianaefiil,  and  may  in  tlie  e»d  pnm  dan^ 
Sirooi.    Witl(oat  thia  firft,  this  neceflary  piincti^e,  whatever  may  - 
be  the  machinations,  the  vifionary  fchemet  of  miniftcra,  vriiatertf 
coldMring*  riiey  may  heighten  them  with,  to  miflead  our  inu^iii»^ 
lioni,  Aej  will  prove  in  the  end  fixito  other  purpofe,  but  to  pred-  ' 
pibK  thtanatian,  by  entity  capciv^ng  founds,  into  the  private  vltwa  ~ 
ud  iniriguM  of  Ibme.  men,  fo  low,  perhaps,  in  r^lattpn  and  au* 
tbodtft  aa*ts  be  abandoned  to  the  defpcratc  necaffiiy  of  feundb^ 
Aeir  ill  poAAd  precarious  power  iq»n  the  ruins  of  dui  ceimtry^ 

Next  to  the  confidention  of  our  inward  domcftic  Atwgth,  whaf 
IMgn  dMances  have  we  to  juftily  &ii  mcafure  i  Arc  w*  fiut  qF 
Doepofitin  a^ve  ally  in  the  world?  Nay,  are  not  wt  morally  «ct* 
■Ufl'Aatourneanft,  moft  natural  ally,  difavows  the  procflding,  awl 
tthSn  to  ee-(^wate  with  m  ?  One  need  not  be  deep  read  in  politic* 
t>  underftand,  that  when  one  ftvtc  fcparates  itfetf  fton  anedier,  t* 
vfaich  it  is  naturdy  allied,  it  muft  be  for  this  plain  rcafo%  that  th* 
tesRft  is  JeftiteJ  «4ilch  is  in  common  to  them  b»tb.  And  it  Is  fit 
ianriabte  rale  in  this  country,  a  rule  never  to  be  depart^  fraa,  ' 
ihat  ihefB  can  no  caufe  ezift  in  which  we  ought  to  engage  en  At 
aaBtiuenS  without  the  aid  and  affiftance  of  that  neighbouring  ftat«. 
Tkis  ia  the  taft,*  the  certain  mark,  by  which  I  (hall  jadge,  that  tbf 
ntncft  of  dik  iktuntry  is  not  at  prefent  thcobjefl  in  purfuit. 

Ii  any  man  then  wild  enough  to  imagine,  that  the  acceSon  of 
fixteen  .thtnfttid  Hanoverian  mercenaries  will  compenfate  for  the  loft 
of  AiaaiatHnl  ally?  No;  but  it  is  laid  that  this  indicates  fuch  » 
firasntfa  and  tafiriutiot  mthin  ourfelves,  that  it  will  induce  diem' 
*  come  in.  Sir,  if  they  had  any  real  proofs  of  our  firmnefs 
and  iMotjicion,  ^t  the  intereft  of  this  country  was  to  be 
pwfoed,  I  dare  fry  ibey  would  not  long  beiitate.  But  they  loolc 
R  3  with 
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with  a  jealous  eye  upon  this  meafure,  they  confider  it  ai  an  ar- 
gumeiit  of  your  weakncfs,  hecaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  genius  and 
^itic  of  this  country,  and  may  therefore  lellen'his  Majeftyin  the 
afie<9ions  of  his  people. 

.  They  have  for  fotno  years  pall  locked  upon  a  Britifb  parliament  u 
the  corrupt  engine  of  admin iftration,  to  exhaufl:  the  riches,  and  im- 
pair the  flrcngtb  of  this  country.  They  have  heard  it  talt  loudly 
indeed  of  the  Houfe  of  AuAria,  when  it  was  in  your  power  to  hire 
raifed  her  to  that  ftatt.  In  which  ihe  wa»  properly  to  be  conlidered 
as  the  fupport  of  the  Valance  of  Europe,  if  timid  neutralities  had  not 
ixitetvened,  and  our  naval  Hrength  had  properly  intcrpt^d  to  ber 
aiEAance. 

They  have  lately  looked  upon  this  parliament,  and  with  the  J07  of 
a  natural  ally  they  have  done  it,  refenting  your  injuries,  bravely 
viUtlLanding  the  power,  that  you  might  refiore  the  authonty  of 
>our  government,  demanding  conftitutional  fecuriues,  appoiittiig  a 
parliamenwry  Committee  for  inquiry  and  juftice.  Sir>  they  mv 
See  ttiat  inquiry  fuppftlTedt  and  juftice  dilappointed.  In  this  fitua- 
ttoQ,  what  «xp«^tion5  can  we  fornt  of  their  acceffion  to  tis ;  talking 
bigly  indee4  of  vindicating  foreign  rights,  but  fo  weak  and  impotent 
K  home,  tis  not  to  be  able  to  recover  our  own  privileges  ? 

But  this  meafure  is  faid  to  be  undertaken  in  confeqiieiRC  of  the 
advice  of  parliament — There  has  been  great  firefs  laid  upon  this— 
It  baS'been  loudly  proclaimed  from  the  Throne,  echoed  back  again 
from  h^nce,  and  the  whole  nation  is  to  be  amufed  with  aa  ofttnioo, 
t}iBC  upon  this  meafure,  the  &te  of  the  Houfe  of  AuAria,  Uw  balaiKC 
and  iibertj^  of  Europe,  the  falvation  of  this  country,  depend. 

But  was  this  fatal  meafure  the  recommendation  of  parliament,  01 
^ras  it  the  ofispring  of  fome  bold  enterprising  minifter,  hatched  in 
the  interval  of  parliament,  under  the  wings  of  prerogative }  imsf 
to  prefume  upon  the  corruption  pf  this  Houfe,  as  Ac  neceilary  means 
of  his  adminiftration !  The  obje£l  indeed  might  be  recommendDd, 
but  if  any  wrong  meafure  is  undertaken  to  attain  it,  di9t  meafure 
furely  (hould  be  dropt ;  for  it  is  equally  culpable  to  purfue  a  good 
end  by  bad  meafures,  as  it  is  a  bad  end  by  thofe  that  'are  honefi. 

But  as  to  the  Addrefs,  I  wifh  Gentlemen  would«  little  confider 

the  prcafion  which  produced  it.     Sir,  it  proceeded  from  the  wannlh 

of  expectation,  the  exultation  of  our  hearts,  immediately  after,  an4 

with  the  faille  breath  that  you  ellablifiied  your  Committee  of  In- 

.    qviry ;  and  it  is  no  iorced  cqnftru^ion  to  fay,  that  jt  carries  du» 
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teflimony  along  with  n,  that  national  fecurities  and  granting  Tup-, 
plicRwcre  reciprocal  terms. 

But,  Sir,  I  mult  own  for  my  part,  was  tl)C.  ocufion  never  To 
cogent,  Hanoverian '  auxiliaries  are  the  laft  that  I  would, vote  into 
Britifh  pa/;  not  ^wn  the  confi<lerat(on  only,  that  we  ou^t  other* 
vile  to  expert  their  aflUlance,  and  that  we^fliould  rather  make  fure 
of  others  that  (njght  be  cng^^ed  agMtiit  us  j  but  from  this  tnelan- 
dioly  ai^rehenfion,  that  adminiftrations  will  for  ever  hjivc  fagacfty 
enou^  to  &id  out  fucb  pfeteni;ps,  that  w^  Qiay  ^d  it  difficult  ta 
jet  rid  of  them  again. 

Beltdcs,  the  Etedor  of  Hanover*  sa  Elector  of  .Hwover,  is  an 
arbitrary  prince ;  his  ekftoral  arvy  is  t^  inftrumeqt  of  that  power  j 
a*  King  of  Great •Bri&ia  he  is  a  Kftnined  Monarth.  And  though 
I  don't  fuTpei^  his  Majefty,  and  I  dare  jay  the  hearts  oi,  the  BritiQi, 
{sldiery  are  as  yet  free  and  untainted,  yet  I  &%r  that  too  long  an  in- 
icTCOurie  may  beget  a  dangerous  fomjliarlty,  and  they  may  hereaftee 
becomea  joint  iaftniment^und^  a  le(|  gracious  prince,  to  jj)vad« 
our  liberties. 

His  M^efty,  if  he  was  rightly  informed^  I  dare  lay  would  Toon 
percnve  the  danger  ci  the.  propofitioo  which  is  now  before  you. 
Bat  as  he  has  every  other  virtue,  be  has  undoubtedly  a  moft  paf- 
fionate  love  for  his  native  country,  a  paiBon  which  a  man  of  an^ 
fenfatioo  can  hardly  diveft  himlelf  of  i  and.  Sir,  it  is  a  paffion  the 
Biore  caGly  to  be  flattered,  becaufe  it  arifes  from  virtue.  I  wilh 
dut  thofe  who  have  the  honour  to  >e  of  his  councils,  would  imiiats 
bis  royal  exanpte,  and  Oiew  a  paiEon  for  thtir  native  country  too  j 
that  they  woidd  laidifuUy  Hand  forth  and  (ay,  that,  as  King  of  this 
county,  whafevec  jntercfts  may  interfere  with  it,  this  country  is  tq 
be  his  Jirft,  his  principal  care  ;  that  in  the  ad  of  Settlement  this  is 
)9  expieis  condition.  But  what  fluggifb  fen&tions,  what  foul  hearts 
nuft  thofe  men  have,  who,  inftcad  of  conducing  his  Majefty's  right 
IKinci{deE,  addrefs  themfelves.to  his  palSons,  and  mifguide  his  prvr 
judices?  making  a  voluntary  overture  of  the  rights  and  privileges  gf 
tbeii  country,  to  obuin  favour,  and  fecure  themfelves  in  power; 
■nilconftrutog  tint  as  a  lecondary  coniideration,  which  in  their  pwa 
hetrts^  thcjt  know  to  be  the  firH. 

.    Sir,  we  b»ve  already  loft  many  of  thofe  benefits  and  lefiri^liont 

which  were  obtained  for  us  by  the  revolutioik  and  fhe  afi  of  feti|c- 

BKU.    For  God's  lake,  let  us  proceed  no  farther.    But  if  we  are 

R  +  tbut 
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Chnstogo  on,  and  if,  to  procure  ^  grace  and  ftronrof  dieCrMn, 
this  is  to  become  die  flattering  mcaTure  -of  cvtry  fiicoe&M  tdni. 
niflration^— — this  country  is  nnione ! 

Mr.  Bladeit  then  role  ap,  an4  Q>dce  to  the  foBowing  putpW^— 
Sir,  If  xeal  were  any  leCBfhy  againft  error,  I  flwMJd  not  wiWiflf 
oppofethe  HonounUe  C«it!eman  tiho  has  nMr  declared  bis  fcsti- 
tnents;  and  declared  them  widi  fiich  ardour,  as  can  hardly  be  fri>> 
dnced  but  by  -finccricy ;  and  of  whom  therefore  it  nwiet  be  diaibtcd, 
^the^at  deliretcd  hit  realopinioo;  that  he  feara  from  the  meifivei 
which  he  ceafurei,  very  great  calamities  j  that  be  diiidES  the  piiUic 
traiMjwlKrf  ia  danger ;  and  belicvet  that  Itis  <iuty  to  his  countiy 
•bilged  him  to  fpeak  «n  this  «ccaGo«  widi  unoAial  vehemence. 

But  I  am  too  well  aoquainnd  tvirtitiis  candor  to  hna^na,  thatbs 
txpeOi  ins  aflcttiens  i»  be  any  farther  regarded  than  they  canvince} 
or  that  he  defires  to^nrothpn  from -the  Cuie  ireedoai  of  M>l<n 
which  h*  has  hJoifclf  ufed.  I  fluH  (bercfore  proceed  «•  vamm 
hi«  o^niorii  iwd  to  (bew  thp  reailbfu  bf  which  I  m  induced  9 
diiFer  from  him. 

The  arghmetits  upon  wUeH  be  tias  chiefly  in&Aad>  ««  Ibe  danger 
of  hiring  the  troops  of  Hanover  in  any  ciKuaftxDcet,  and  Ac  im* 
pnopriety  gf  luring  ^m  now  without  the  prenona  apfab$iiim  t£ 
ibe  Senate. 

The  danger  of  tai:ing  into  our  pay  die  forces  of  Hanofer,  dw 
f;ontrarj;^  of  this  condu£t  ,to  the  aA  of  feRlcment,  and  the  ia- 
fradion  of  onr  natural  |»-iTiIeges,  and  the  violation  of  fMir  liheiliM 
Which  it  threatcpo}  by  it,  have  been  afierted  in  very  ftiwig  terWf 
bi|t  I  think  not  proved  with  proportionate  force;  for  we  have  be»d 
no  regular  dedu^ion  -of  confequcnccs  by  which  ifaia  lianger  might 
be  Ibewn,  nc^  haVe  been  informed,  how  d^e  engagement  of  fixtcea 
thoufand  Hanoverians  to  f^vc  us  againft  France  for  ibe  enfiang 
JftiT,  can  be  c^nfidered  as  more  deftrB^ire  tontir  Ubordca  ^kancf 
any  other  forces. 

'  ■  It  is  indeed  infifiuatcd,  that  this  c(Hidi|a  will  furnUh  «  dan^MI 
precedent  of  preference  granted  to  Hanover  above  odier  nutans ;  ui 
that  this  preference  may  gradually  be  advanced,  till  ia  time  HanoMS 
fnay  by  a  fervile  ouniftry  be  preferred  to  Britain  ItlUf,  and  tet  *■•> 
fore  an  fuch  partiality  ought  to  be  cniflud  in  the  bn^niHB^  and  iB  ''■ 
*uthors  purfucd  with  ii-dignation  and  abh«Miice. 

Tm 
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ThittopnfcrdMiDtcreftofHuiorerto  ftat  of  Britain  vwild  ba 
mtvtrj  tij^  iepte  criminal  114  a  BritUh miniftry,  I  believe  no 
nu  is  dui  Houfc  win  go  about  to  deny }  but  if  no  better  proof  can 
be  jnduced,  that  fuch  preference  it  intended  than  dte  contrsft  whidt 
«e  lie  Doir  defited  to  ruify,  it  m»j  be  with  reaToo  boped,  that  fiich 
■toocious  treadier;  ii  yet  at  a  great  diftioce  t  fcrhowdoetthefaireof 
Huonrian  troqii  fhew  any  preference  of  Hanover  to  Britain  i 

The  troopa  of  Hanover  are  not  hired  by  die  ininiftry  at  braver  or 
moK  BbXiA  than  thoTe  of  our  own  country ;  diey  arc  Dot  hired  'to 
cnsmand  or  to  tnftnift,  but  to  aSft  ut  ^  nor  can  I  dilcover,  fap- 
poEng  it  poffiUc  to  have  raiisd  with  equal  expedition  the  fiuas 
wunba  oi  fwces  in  our  own  country,  how  the  miniftry  can  be 
cfcssed  with  pirierring  ib*  Haooreriani  by  expofuig  them  to  danger 
ni&dgue. 

But  if  it  be  floofefied,  tbat  fuch  numben  would  not  po^ly  be 
raied,  or,  at  leaft^  net  poSUy  ilifcipKned  willi  the  expedition  tbat 
Ae  Qaeen  of  Hungary  required,  it  will  be  fimnd,  that  the  Hano* 
Krim  were  at  matt  not  preferred  to  owt  owm  nation  but  to  odwr 
^R^BCn,  and  for  fudi  preference  rtalbne  have  been  already  given 
wUcblftalleAeemconcIwftn,  taU-I  hnrthtmconfittMl. 

The  oAer  ofaje^on  oa  which  the  Hoa.  flenrlwnan  iben^t  it 
praper  to iflfift,  waatbe  Beglefiofdenaodiog'fmn  the  Siaatea  pre- 
viotti  approbation  of  the  contiaA  which  ii  now  befiN*  m  j  anegleft^ 
in  hit  opinion,  fi>  crimtnal,  tbat  the  miniftry  caoooc  bt  aeqiattcd  of 
vhttrary  govemment,  of  fqmnderii^  dw  puUie  Bwaey  by  their  own 
a?nce,  and  ef  ifloniog  to  tbemiclvet  tha  wbeh  powar  of  go* 
Wnarnit. 

B«  the  proof  ef  this  enomon  &r«rp«tioa  hat  aot  jet  been  pro- 
dKed;  for  it  docs  not  yet  i^pear,  dtat  tbvewaa  time  to  communi- 
Me their dcfignt  to  the  Senate,  or  thattheyweuld  not  hare  been  de- 
bited by  communicatitm ;  «nd  tfaerefeie  it  ia  yet  not  evident,  but 
^  when  they  are  cenfured  for  not  having  laid  tbeir  Ichetne  before 
keSenate,  Aeyve  condemned  for  omitting  what  wai  not  poffibly  to 
^  dene,  «r  what  cotdd  not  have  been  done,  without  betraying  dieir 
Nft,  uid  rnguring  thetr-conntry. 

It  ii  allowed,  that  die  Senate  had  relblved  to  afflft  the  Queep  of 
Iin^wy,  and  therefi»e  nothing  remained  for  the  minifters  but  to 
Meule  wiA  dteirntmoftaddreltlberefolution  that  had  been  formed  ; 
fftt  die  profecution  of  diii  defign  ibey  fhould  be  found  to  have 
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RFC)!  in  dieir  choice  of  means,  their  miitalces,  unlefs  finoe  ill  Migns 
may  jufllj  be  fufpeftcd,  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  frailtj  .of  human 
nature,  and  rather  t6  Ik  pitied,  and  relieved  as  misfortunes^  than 
puniihed  as  crimes. 

But  1  doubt  not,  that  in  the  courfe  of  our  deHberations,  we  JhaQ 
find  reafon  for  concluding  ^t  they  have  aSed  not  only  with  fidelity 
but  prudence ;  that  they  have  chofcn  the  means  by  which  the  great 
end  which  the  Senate  propo&d,  the  fuccour  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, and  conlcquently  the  re-eflabliOiment  of  the  balance  of  power 
will  be  moft  eafily  attained,  and  Hat  they  hare  talcen  into  the  pay  of 
this  nation  thoTe  troops  which  may  be  trulled  with  the  greatcll  fecu- 
Tity,  astbey  have  die  fame  Prince,  and  the  fame  iqtereft. 

But  the  Hon.  Gentleman  appears  iacjincd  to  advance  a  new, 
dodtrine,  and  to  infinuatc,  that  when  any  vote  is  paSSid  by  die  Seoate^ 
the  minifters  arc  to  fuppole  Come  conditions  which  aie  to  be  obterved, 
though  they  were  never  mentioned,  and  without  which  the  voice  of 
the  Senate  is  an  empty  found.  In  purfuance  of  this  fuppolitioD,  he 
caUs  upon  lu  to  rcccdleA  the  time  and  circumltances  in  wl^ch  ttus 
vote  was  palled ;  he  reminds  us,  that  the  conceffion  was  made  in  a 
fiidden  exultation  of  our  hearts,  in  Ae  raptures  c^  triumph,  and  amid& 
^ic  flioutt.of  conqueft,  when  every  man  wss  forming  expc&i&onc 
which  have  never  been  gratified,  and  planning  fchemes  which  coaiH 
never  be  perfeAed. 

He  feemctberefere  to  think,  that  our  miniAers  in£dioufly  took  ad- 
Wouge  of  our  intoxication,  and  betrayed  us  in  a  fit  of  thoughtlcb 
jcAMty  to  a  proini&,>  which  when  made,  we  hardly  undciflood,  and 
which  we  may  therefore  now  retrafl.  He  concludes,  that  the  coo-; 
ceilion  which  tvig^t  then  efcape  us  ou|^t  not  to  have  been  fhatcbed  ; 
by  our  minifters,  and  made  the  foundation  of  their  condu^  becaufe 
tbcy  knew  it  was  made  upon  ^fe  luppofitions,  and  in  pro^&  of  & 
rccompcnce  that  never  would  be  granted. 

I  hope  there  is  no  neceflity  for  declaring,  that  this  reafoning  canaM   \ 
&fely  be  admitted,  fincc  if  the  vote  of  the  Senate  be  not  a  fufficteat. 
warrant  for  any  meafure,  no  man  can  undertake  the  adnuniftratiai 
of  our  aSairs,  and  that  government  which  no  man  will  venture  t% 
fetve  mufl  be  quickly  at  an  end. 

For  my  part,  I  know  not  how  the  nation  or  the  Senate  has  beat. . 

difappointed  of  any  juft  expedations,  nor  can  I  conceive  that  any  Aidt 

di&ppouitownts  vacate  their  votas  oe  annul  theii  ier<^utianst  aud  xketP^ 

.--  I  fore 
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fbrc  I  cioDOt  but  think  the  miniflry  lufficiently  juffified,  if  they  can, 
flMw  that  thcf  have  not  deviated  rrom  them. 
I  Lord  QuAREHDOH  fpolce  next  to  tiie  eSeSt  following : — Sir,  I  am 
I  16  brfrom  thinking  that  the  paft  condu^  or  the  preftnt  propofaI»of 
the  miniAfy  defervc  approbation,  that,  in  my  opinion,  all  the  argu- 
DKDts  vhich  have  been  produced  in  their  favour  arc  apparently  ^- 
lacious,  and  even  the  pofitions  on  which  they  are  founded,  and  which 
are  laid  donn  as  uncontrovertible,  are  generally  fill fe. 

It  is  firft  aflcrted,  that  we  are  indifpenfably  obliged  to  affift  die 
Queen  of  Hungary  againfl  France*  and  to  fupport  her  in  the  poC- 
fcffion  <rf  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  Auftrian  Houfe,  and  from 
thence  is  precipiutcly  interred  the  neceiSty  of  alTembling  armies,  and 
biring  mercenaries,  of  exhaufting  our  treafure,  and  heaping  new 
burthent  upon  the  public. 

That  weconcurred  with  other  powers  in  promifing  to  fuH>ort  the 
Pragmatic  SanfHon  is  not  to  be  denied,  nor  do  I  intend  to  infinuate, 
dntAe&ithof  treaties  ought  not  ftriflly  to  be  kept ;  but  we  are  not 
obliged  to  perform  more  than  we  prdmifed,  or  take  upon  ourfclvct 
^  burthen  which  was  to  be  fupported  by  the  united  ftrength  of  many 
pottDtites,  and  of  ^fhich  we  only  engaged  to  bear  a  certain  part. 
Wtoi^t  undoubtedly  to  fumilh  the  troops  which  we  promifed,  and 
*<^  to  have  fent  them,  when  they  were  firft  demanded;  but  there  is 
no  neceffity  that  we  (hould  fapply  the  deficiencies  of  every  other 
power,  and  that  we  fliould  determine  to  {land  alone  in  defence  of  the 
rngmatic  Sanson ;  that  we  Ihould  by  romantic  gener&fity  Impoverifh 
wr  country,  and  entail  upon  remoteft  pofterity  poverty  and  taxes. 
We  ought  to  be  honefl  at  all  events,  we  are  at  liberty  likewifc  to  be  , 
geoerous  at  our  own  cxpence,  but  I  think  we  have  hardly  a  right  to 
boaft  of  our  liberality,  when  we  contraS  debts  for  th*  advantage  of 
tbe  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  leave  them  to  be  paid  by  the  induftry  or 
Bagality  of  fucceedlng  ages. 

It  is  therefore  at  Jeaft  dubious,  whether  we  ought  to  hazard  more 
•A«n  wepromtfed  in  defence  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria ;  and  confcquendy 
•fcefirft  propofition  of  thofe  who  have  undertaken  the  defence  of  the 
aiaiftry  requires  to  be  better  cflabli£hcd,  before  it  becomes  the  baits 
rfan  argument. 

But  though  it  be  allowed,  that  we  ought  to  exceed  our  flipulations, 
■™™gage  more  deeply  in  this  caufe  than  we  have  promifcd,  I  cannot 
^ilifi:Qrer  opon  what  principles  it  can  be  proved,  that  fixteen  thoii' 
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And  HahoTcriant  ought  to  be  hired.    Why  were  not  onr  troi^  fnt 

which  have  been  fo  long  muatwncd  at  home  oidy  for  oppMfianuiA 
fhow  ?  Why  hav«  they  not  «  bft  been  ikema  iho  irfb  of  thofe 
Wfapons  which  they  have  (b  long  carried,  and  dM  adnntaget  of  diM 
trnttcUc  which  they  have  btcn  taught  to  pecibna  with  £>  mudi  ai- 
dreft  ?  Why  have  ifaey  not  at  length  been  (bewn  for  wtwt  they  hid  £m 
Ivag  received  their  pay,  taA  informed,  that  the  duty  at  a  foUier  is 
not  wholly  performed  by  ftrulting  at  a  review  i 
'  If  It  be  orged,  tiiat  fo  gresit  a  nunbei  could  not  be  lent  oat  ti  6e 
iMgldoin  without  exposing  ft  to  iniuttt  tad  irruptions,  let  it  be  re-t 
■nembcred  how  fmdl  x  force  w<w  found  foScient  for  die  defence  at 
At  kingdom  in  the  late  war,  when  the  French  wen  maflsrt  of  ft 
fleet  which  difputed  for  many  years  the  rapire  of  the  lea ;  and  it  will 
appear,  v^ether  it  ought  to  be  imputed  to  pradence  or  tm  cowardice, 
iku  our  mihiften  cannot  now  think  ^  nation  £de  widwot  ihsot  Ac 
Qnnber»  thoi^  our  fleets  cover  tiw  McaB,  lad  finr  fenwi  owe  caidl 
to  ancther  wiUout  an  enemy. 

But  to  fl»w  more  folly  the  inftifSeieacy  of  the  wndioaf  i—  iMak 
hM  been  attempt,  and  prove,  that  ilo  Cokcaftoa  wiH  edMiiim  . 
raioiftry  to  defend  tbeirfchenies,  cvecthis  aflertionftill  bckdnitnl^ 
W«  ^iU  allow  for  the  praTsnt,  that  it  is  neoB&ry  to  gairilbn  an  iCjn4 
with  numerous  forces  againfi  an  enemy  that  has  no  SeeX.  IwiHgnHy  - 
that  invaders  nay  be  convc}'ed  through  tfie  air,  and  that  t)ft  fonitida4 
ble,  the  detcftable  Pretender  may  by  fome  futrtarnuieaia.  niftg* 
enter  diis  kingdom,  and  ftart  oo  a  fudden  intotbe  Throne.  Yfek 
will  not  all  tbfs  liberdity  avail  our  minOert,  fmcc  k  mgf  be  dt^e&ei^ 
that  new  forces  might  eafdy  have  been  raHed,  and  our  own  iflaad 
have  been  at  once  defended,  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  affifted  b^ 
our  native  troopt. 

Since  the  neceffity  of  expwfition  is  w^d.  It  may  retibnal^^eB- 
(juired,  what  it  was  that  appeared  fo  immediately  noooAryj  |»  ata* 
has  been  brought  to  paK  by  this  wonderful  expedition?  ^^  ^  *■ 
ccflary  to  form  an  army  to  do  nothing  i  Could  not  an  aspa#tia« 
which  nothing  was  performed,  in  which  nodiing  was  attnapied,  liMV 
been  delayed  for  a  Qiort  time,  and  might  not  the  Queen  «f  Hpag^ff 
have  been  preferved  equally,  whether  the  troops  of  her  allies  flepc  ft 
lintened  in  her  country  or  tfaeir  own  i 

Nothing  furely  can  be  more  ridiculous  titan  t9  expatina  upoa  4 
neceffity  of  raifing  with  wpcdttion  ao  u&lcls  body  td  i^soes,  wfaicb 
_,.    Coo.;lc       '"■ 


)»viij  beta  »  biulfasn  to  th«  country  i»  wbkh  it  tut  V^M  ftadotud, 
Md  for  Kbich  ptj  is  now  demaodct},  Apugh  they  fawe  nfiiher  Icen 
aiiegvnorab^tdcj  thougb  they  have  made  no  attooip  ;fwgilelve«, 
por  lundece^  pjiy  that  night  have  boen  made  by  the  enemy. 

Totalis  this  pica  yet  qiore  contetnpdblca  we  are  infbmc*!,  dwt  If 
«e  bad  ratfed  an  anny  <£  our  countrymert,  they  vould  have  been  un- 
■cfiaisted  widi  annt  and  dilci[dine^  and  therefore  ^y  cwild  not 
lu»  done  vhat  has  been  done  by  thefe  far-fiunad  Hanoverians.  This 
indeed  I  cannot  underftand,  having  never  found,  that  the  Brituw 
Me^cdoaydocuinuu  or  rules  to  enable  dwattoeat  and  drink  at  the 
mfttm  oT  otbtn,  to  bjfit  i^  ifae  fui%  or  to  loiter  in  the  Orect,  eg 
getlitm  any  (^  the  MwOtlcfff  that  vavf  be  afcribed  to  our  new  auxili- 
m«(  wd  tberefiffc  I.  ewiwc  b|»t  thitilr.  that  all  the  aaiont  of  the 
fiwr  months  for  which  thofe  forces  txpeA  to  be  |>aid,  might  have 
W*  brought  to  paA  by  new  railed  Britons,  who  mi^t  in  the  ineao 
^ime  btve  learned  tlieir  cxercife,  and  have  been  laade  equal  to  any 
tfber  Ibldiers  ihofbad  never  feen  a  battle. 

8m  if  foreign  troop*  were  neccflsry,  lamftUlatalofalofindoM 
vhrdwfe  of  Hntover  were  chofen,  fince  it  appears  to  ue,  that  1^ 
Htipg  out  bis  ttoops  to  Bfkvn,  our  nonsrcli  only  weakens  one  hand  * 
te^iwyfccn  the  otlvr.  It  might  be  cgpcftnd,  that  he  Oiould  ha*e 
amftoytd  Ihefe  troops  againft  Fnmoc  withaiu  bin,  fince  be  is  not 
-U  sUle<d,  eitlwr  by  maty  or  pi^cy,  to  protefi  the  Hovfe  of  Auflria 
I*  ikAw  rot  Hao0Vtr,  than  as  King  of  Britain. 

Since  tberefbre  the  troops  of  Hanover  were  lured,  wlthoot'  lfa» 
fMfcft  of  ih«  Sffiaic,  they  have  hiib«(tD  fcrfoimcd  nothing  i  and 
'ftMfit  ia  rwfimaUe  toexpo^tbaC  without  being  paid  by  Britain  thef 
*iI|botf)f|loyed  agai^  ^  French,  I  think  it  e;^ient  to  difcha^r 
■hem  from  our  fervice,  and  lo  delay  the  pay  which  is  required  fiK>tbB 
Mbw  BOfUhs,  tfl  it  4h41  appear  how  thflif  kan  deferved  it. 
.  Mr.  Fox  then  »A  apd  ff6kc  to  ikc  fcUowing  purport  :^Sir, 
.TbWgh  ikB  oUfcnqtioM  of  the  Si^  H«a.  Gtadenan  muft  be 
jllviMd  to  W  u^eitioiis,  ani  tbougb  tbc  eloqaence  wkb  wbkh  he 
>|*Mwn^  thtvn,  nalunAy,cwitn  atlcMion  and  fcgatd,  yet  I  am 
JtUjged  t^  do^liafh  <m  I  hlM  nnivtd  ratber  pteafure  khai^  coo- 
jVidboa-fipm  hia  otatofy  ;  hhI  that  whUe  l^^awibis  imagination  and 
^^ifiiem  I  cMBotbacwda^  ihKduqrhiM  Neoampfeyed  in 
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I  fluU  not  indeed  attempt  to  confute  every  aJIertion  which  I  dunk 

&I(e,  or  deteSt  the  fallacy  of  every  argument  which  appears  to  me 

fophiftical,  but  Ihall  leave  to  others  the  province  of  Ihevnng  the 
neceility  of  engaging  in  the  war  on  the  continent,  of  employing  t 

large  force  for  the  prefLTVation  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  of  form- 
ing that  army  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  of  taking  auxiliaries 
into  our  pay,  and  confine  myfelf  to  this  lingle  quefti6a>  wheAcr, 
fuppofing  auxiliaries  oecellary,  it  was  not  prudent  to  hire  the  troops 
«f  Hanover? 

Nothing  can  he,  in  my  opinion,  more  apparent,  than  that  if  Ae 
aeceffity  of  hiring  troops  be  allowed,  which  fiirely  cannot  be  qaet- 
tioned,  the  troops  of  Hanover  are  to  be  chofcn  before  any  other,  and 
that  the  miniftry  confulted  in  their  refolutions  the  real  intereffc  of  their 
country,  as  well  as  that  of  our  ally. 

The  great  argument  which  has  in  all  ages  been  uled  againft  mer- 
cenary troops,  it  the  fufpiclon  which  may  juftty  he  entertained  of  their 
fidelity.  Mercenaries,  it  isobferved,  fight  only  for  pay,  without  any 
alFe^ion  for  the  maftcr  whom  they  fcrve,  without  any  zeal  for  ^ 
caufe  which  they  efpoufe,  and  without  any  profpeft  of  advantage 
from  fuccefs,  more  than  empty  praifes,  or  the  [diuider  of  the  field, 
and  therefore  have  oo  motives  to  incite  them  againft  danger,  nor 
any  hopes  to  fufi^rt  them  in  fatigues ;  that  they  can  lofe  no^ng  by 
flight,  but  plunder,  nor  by  treachery,  but  honour ;  and  that  thci^ 
fore  they  have  nothing  to  throw  into  the  balance  againft  die  lore  tt 
life,  or  the  temptations  of  a  bribe,  and  will  never  he  able  to  fiand 
againft  men  that  fight  for  their  native  country  under  the  commandftf 

•Generals  whom  diey  cfteem  and  love,  and  whom  they  cannot  defat 
or  dilbhey,  without  expofing  thcmfelves  to  perpetual  exile,  or  ft» 
capital  puniflfmenL 

Thefe  arguments  have  always  Seen  of  great  foFce,  and  iherefcit 
that  nation  vbofe  defence  has  beenentruned  to  foreigners,  basalwi^ 

■been  thought  in  danger  of  nun.  Yet  there  have  been  cenjunfivrt^ 
in  which  almoft  every  ftate  has  been  obliged  to  rely  upon  mercemnei^ 
9ad  in  compliance  with  immediate  neceffity,  to  depend  upon  dfe 
f)dclit)r  of  diole  who  had  no  particular  inteteft  in  fu[^rting  dieill. 
But  with  much  greater  reafon  may  we  trail  the  fuccefs  of  the  pre&at 

.war,  in  fome  degree,  to  the  troops  of  Hanover,  as  they  are  perinpi 
Ifae  only  foreign  forces  againft  which  the  arguiaentt  already  tvdtSt' 
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tre  of  no  force.  They  are  fcHcigners,  indeed,  as  they  are  born  m 
another  conntiy,  and  governed  by  laws  difterent  from  ours  ;  but  they 
arc  the  lubjcfls  of  the  fame  prince,  and  therefore  naturally  fight  under 
die  fame  command;  they  have  the  lame  intereft  with  ouifelves  \a  the 
prelent  conteft,  they  have  the  feme  hopes  and  the  &me  fears,  they 
recommend  themfelves  equally  to  their  Sovereign  by  their  bravery, 
and  can  neidier  difcover  cowardice  nor  treachery,  without  fuffering 
aQ^epnnifhment  that  can  be  feared byour  native  tro<^s,  fiocetbeir 
condu£t  muft  be  cenfured  by  the  £une  prince,  of  whofe  approbation 
diey  are  equally  ambitious,  and  of  vriiote  dilpIeaTure  diey  arc  equally 
afiajd. 

As  to  the  troops  which  any  n«atra1  prince  might  furnifli,  tiiere 
would  be  reafon  to  fear,  that  cither  for  larger  pay,  or  upon  any  cafual 
dilute  that  might  arife,  they  might  be  withdrawn  from  our  fervice 
when  they  were  moft  needed,  or  transferred  to  the  enemy  at  a  time 
when  bis  diftrefs  might  compel  him  to  offer  high  terms,  and  when 
therefore  there  was  a  near  profpe£t  of  an  advantageous  peace.  But 
of  the  troops  of  Hanover  no  fuch  fufpicion  can  be  formed,  fince  they 
cannot  engage  againft  us  without  rebelling  againfl  their  prince ;  for 
it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  his  Majefty  will  light  on  one  fide  as 
Eledor  of  Hanover,  and  on  the  other  as  King  of  Britain ;  or  that  b« 
wili  obftruft  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  arnw,  by  furniHung  the  tro<^  of 
Hanover  to  the  enemies  of  this  kingdom. 

It  therefore  appears  very  evidint,  that  wc  have  more  ttf  hope  an4 
lefi  to  fear  from  the  troops-  of  Hanover,  than  from  any  other ;  fince 
they  have  the  fame  reafon  with  ourfdves  to  deCre  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  to  dread  the  increafing  greatnefs  of  the 
French  ;  and  that  they  can  be  fufpe^ted  neither  of  treachery  nor  dc-  ■ 
lertion.  It  is  not  very  conliflent  with  that  candour  with  which  every 
man  ought  to  difpute  on  public  affairs,  to  cenfure  Aofe  meafures 
wliicfa  have  been  proposed,  without  propofing  others  that  are  more  - 
vjigible ;  for  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  promote  the  bufimfs  of 
the  public  i  nor  do  I  Icnow  why  be  that  employs  his  fagacity  only 
«•  obftnifi  it,  ibould  imagioe,  that  he  is  of  any  ufc  in  the  national 
council. 

doubt  not  bnt  I  ftiaU  bear  many  objeflions  againlt  the  ufe  of  thelo 
■4^oopt,  and  that  upon  diis  queftion,  virulence  and  ridicule  will  be 
■qinlly  emplojFed.  But  for  my  part,  I  fball  be  little  afeded  either 
-vrilb  tbe  lau£^itei  that  may  be  niftd  by  fome,  or  the  iod^nation  chat 
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•nay  be  lacpttSai  ij  o&m,  but  fliall  vote  for  ibe  caadnHUKe  cC 
tbcfemcafiirst  till  better  flwll  be  propQiedt  and  flull  think,  that  didc 
<rMpB  {Migbt  to  be  r«taiM4»  atilefs  it  can  be  fluwn,  that  any  atben 
auybe  had,  who  nwy  be  te&  dangerous^  or  of  gieater  u&. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  rofe  t^  and  Ipdci;  io  fubftance  as  follows ;— ^tr. 
If  ttw  HonomibU  Geacleiqaa  dctennincs  to  abandon  his  pteftnt 
featiments  aa  fooa  as  any  better  meafucea  are  propc^ed,  I  caonot  bttt 
believe,  that  the  mlnftry  wiU  very  quickly  be  deprived  of  one  of  dwir 
ableft  defender*  t  for  I  tbink'theineiifurea  which  bave  hitheito  bcea 
purfued  fo  weak  and  penuaou,  that  icarcel^  any  alteiatioa  can  be 
propofed,  diat  will  not  be  for  die  advantage  of  the  nation. 

He  hat  already  becA  informed,  that  thete  was  no  seceffity  of  biiiif 
aoxiliary  troc^  fince  i^  does  not  yet  ^pear,  tbat  dtbei  juflice  oc 
p(dicy  required  hi  to  engage  in  the  quandt  of  tbe  continent,  dial 
Aerc  was  any  need  of  fornui^  an  army  in  the  Low  Couotncs,  or 
tha^  in  order  to  form  as  vmf,  auxiliaries  were  necellary. 

But  ix»  to  dwell  upon  difput^Ie4|ueftioiUT  I  think  itmaybcjuflljr 
concluded,  that  die  neafuFCS  of '<e«r  suni&y  have  been  ill  conccrtB<^ 
becaufit  it  is  ondotihMdly  wrong  to  Iquander  the  public  DMMtey  withouC 
«ffii^  and  to{>ayanBie$oiily«>beai]tow  toourfiriend%  asdajeft 
to  our  eiKinics. 

The  itHvpc  gf  tSmtna,  wtiam  w*  ate  bow  cxpaiAed  tn  paf, 
matched  into  die  Low  Couoeriet,  indeed,  and  ftiU  teouin  ia  tbs 
fane  places  tbeynuicbed  to  the  place  laoft  diftast  &(>n  oiea»eh 
Jeaft  in  da^er  of  m  atuck,  and  noft  ftrongly  fortified,  if  any  attack 
bad  boea  ddigned  j  ttat  have  any  daim  to  be  pBid,  but  that  Atf 
left  tbetr««D  oouMiy  for  a  place  of  greater  fecurtty. 

ItisalwaysreafoflabletojudgcofthcfoturebythejMA;  andtfaeiw- 
ibre  it  is  Rafeoable  to  conclude,  that  the  ^vicM,of  tfaefe  troof* 
will  no^  next  year,  be  of  e^iul  importance  with  dnt  for  whkh  thcf 
«K  new  to  be  paid  j  and  I  ihall  not  be  furprized,  though  die  sfpo- 
l^eats^  die  niuftry  ShoiAd  be  challenged,  after  fueh  another  ^«o«> 
«anipai^,  to  prepofe  better  men,  and  fhould  be  told,  diaitbeHMaef 
■of  this  nation  cannot  be  sure  propeily  copfoyed  than  ia  btrioc  ! 
Hanoverians  fo  eat  and  fleep. 

But  to  prove  yet  more  particulaiily,  t^t  better  aieafore*  snj  be 
taken,  and  that  nure  ulefoi  troops  nxay  be  retained,  and  ttwt  tfacai*>, 
-^e  the  Honuunble  Gentleman  nuy  bo  u^eded  t*  fuit  fhofi 
-Vhoffl  he  fuar  adheres,  I  jhall  fbuvi  dac  m  birw^  die  fMtew  ^ 
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HaaoTer^wehsive  obftru^d  pucojrn  defigns;  thatwehave,  ioftead 
of  affiAisg  the  Q^ieen  of  ^luigary,  withdrawn  part  of  ber  allies  from 
herj  and  that  vyc  have  bur)tiencct  the  patipa  with  troops,  from  v4ioin 
no  kyi'vx  can.be  realbnabjy  ejtpeifted- 

IIk  advocates  for  dfe  ipiniftry  have  on  this  occafion  afic^led  lo 
^k  of  the  balance  9f  powor,  ^  Pr^gmajEic  San^Ion,  and  the 
prricrvation  of  fhe  Queen  of  Hungary,  not  only  as  if  they  were  to 
ke  the  chief  care  of  Britain,  y/hicb*  though  eafily  coptrovertiblf, 
'mi^t  perbapSi  in  carnp'iance  with  long  grcjudici^,  be  adinitted,  but 
.as  if  they  were  to  be  the  care  of  Britain  alone  ;  as  if  the  power  of 
France  were  formidable  co  no  other  people,  9s  if  no  oihcr  part  of  the 
'  vorld  would  be  injured  by  bfconjirig  a  province  to  an  univerTat 
fflowrcijy,  and  being  fqbjefled  to  an  arbitrary  goyernn^ient  of  a 
French  deputy,  by  being  drained  tjf  its  inhabitants,  only  to  extend 
the  coiu^uefts  of  its  mafters,  and  to  make  other  nations  equally  naifc- 
rahle,  and  by  being  opprefied  with  exorbitant  taxes,  levied  by  military 
executipris,  and  eaiployed  only  In  fupporting  the  ftate  of  its  o|q>reflbrs. 
They  dwell  upon  the  importance  '<^  public  faith,  and  the  ncceffity  of 
an  txxBt  obrcryatiaii  of  treaties ;  as  if  the  Pragmatic  SanAion  bad 
been  (ignicd  h,y  no  other  potentate  than  tiie  Kinz  of  Britain,  or  as  if 
tlic  public  fitlth  jrerc  to  be  obligatory  to  us  only. 

That  .we  ihould  inviolably  gbfcrve  our  treaties,  and  obferve  ihetn, 
though  every  other  nation  Ihould  difregard  them;  that  we  Ihould 
Akw  ap  example  c^f  fid^ity  to  mankind,  and  fiaod  Arm,  though  we 
fbpuld  ftand  alone  in  the  praftice  of  virtue,  I  Ifaall  readily  allow  \ 
and  therefore  I  am  far  from  advifing  that  we  fliould  recede  from  our 
ftipuIatioQS,  whatever  we  may  fuffer  by  performing  diem,  or  negie£t 
tbe  fupport  of  the  Prjigmatic  San^ion,  however  we  may  be  at  pee- 
(ent  embarra^ed,  or  however  inconvenient  it  n^ay  be  to  aficrt  it. 

Hut  furcly  for  the  fame  reafon  that  we  obferve  our  avrn  ftipula- 
ttons,  vpc.  ought  to  incite  other  powers  likewife  to  thr  obfervaiion  of 
theirsj  at  Icaft  not  contribute  to  hinder  it.  But  how  is  our  prefent 
condud  agreeable  to  thefc  principles?  The  Pragmatic  Sanation  was 
confirmed  not  only  by  the  Xing  of  Britain,  but  by  the  Eleflorjike- 
Vifeof  Hanover,  who  is  thertfore  equally  obliged,  if  treaties  conf^ 
tute  obligation,  to  defend  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  againft  the  attacks  of 
«]/  foreign  power,  and  to  .fend  in  his  proportion  of  troops  to  the 
fiipport  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 
■  Vol.  II.  ■  S '  Whethtr 
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Whether  thefe  troops  tnve  been  ient,  tbo&  whofi:  provinces  oblige 
'thcoi  to  fome  knowledge  of  foreign  affairs,  can  ioform  the  Houlc 
'with  more  certainty  than  I ;  but  lince  we  have  not  beard  them  men- 
Cioned  in  this  debate,  and  have  found  hy  experience  that  none  of  the 
'merits  of  that  elcAorate  arc  paJIed  over  in  filence,  it  may,  I  think, 
&irly  be  concluded,  that  the  diftrellcs  of  die  illuftrious  Queen  of 
Hungary  have  yet  received  no  alleviation  from  her  alliance  with  Ha- 
nover, that  her  complaints  have  moved  no  compaffioo  at  that  cour^ 
nor  the  jufiice  of  her  caufe  obtained  any  regard. 

To  what  can  we  impute  this  negligence  of  treaties,  this  dtftegard 
of  jufticc,  this  defei^  of  compaiEon,  but  to  the  pernicious  counts 
of  thofe  men  who  have  advifcd  his  MajcAy  to  hire  to  Britain  thole 
troops  which  he  (hould  have  employed  in  the  affiftance  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary;  for  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  his  Majefty  has  more 
or  lefs  regard  to  juflice  as  King  of  Britain,  than  as  Eledor  of  Ha- 
aovert  or  that  he  would  not  have  lent  his  proportion  of  troops  to  the 
Auftrian.  army,  had  not  the  temptations  of  greater  proiit  been  in- 
duflriouily  laid  before  him. 

But  this  is  not  all  that  may  be  urged  againA  this  condu^  j  for  can 
we  imagine,  that  the  power  of  France  is  Icfs,  or  that  her  dcligns  are 
lefs  formidable  to  Hanover  than  to  Britain  ;  nor  is  it  lefs  nccellary  fiir 
the  fecurity  of  Hanaver,  that  the  Houfc  of  Auflria  Ibould  be  ic- 
eftablifhed  in  its  former  grandeur,  and  enabled  to  fupport  the  liberties 
of  Europe  againft  the  bold  attempts  for  univerCd  monarchy  ? 

If  therefore  our  aflinance  be  an  act  of  honcfty,  and  granted  in 
conlequencc  of  treaties,  why  may  it  not  equally  be  required  of  Ha- 
nover !  And  if  it  be  an  z&  of  generofity,  why  Ibould  this  lutitm 
alone  be  obliged  to  facrifice  her  own  interefl  to  that  of  others  i  Or 
why  fbould  the  Klei£tor  of  Hanover  exert  his  liberality  at  the  expenCe 
of  Britain  ? 

It  is  now  too  apparent,  that  this  great,  this  powerful,  this  fonm- 
6ab16  kingdom,  is  confidcred  only  as  a  province  to  a  <lrfpicaUc> 
eleiSorate ;  and  that  in  confequence  of  a  fchcme  formed  long  ago^ 
'  and  invariably  purfued,  thefc  troops  are  hired  only  to  drain  this  oi- 
*  happy  nation  of  its  money.  That  they  have  hitherto  been  of  no  uJGi 
to  Britain,  or  to  Auftria,  is  evident  beyond  controverfy;  and  tbttc* 
fore  it  is  plain,  that  they  are  retained  only  for  the  purp<rfes  of  Hanover* 

How  much  reafon  the  tranfadions  &f  almoft  every  year  have  g^vca 
for  fufjKi^Lng  this  ridiculous,  ungrateful,  and  peifidigus  paitiaUty,  it 
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it  ml  oeccfliry  to'tnention.  I  doubt  oot  but  moft  of  thole  who  lit 
in  rbis  Houfe  can  recoiled  a  great  number  of  JDlUncei,  from  die 
pirchafe  of  pan  of  the  SwcdiA  doaiinions,  to  the  contract  which  w» 
■R  no*  called  upon  to  ratify.  I  hope  few  have  forgotten  the  meniop 
r^  fiipulation  for  ^e  Heffian  troops,  for  the  forces  of  the  Duke  of 
Wolfenbutte),  which  we  were  icarceiy  to  march  beyond  the  vei^e  of 
thdr  own  country,  or  the  ever  memorable,  treaty,  of  which  the  teiv- 
drocy  is  difcovercd  in  the  nanie  j  the  treaty  by  which  we  difunited 
wifelves  from  Auftria,  deftroyed  ttiat  building  whicb  we  may  per- 
hipi  now  endeavour,  without  fuccefs,  to  raife  again,  and  weakened 
tbeonly  pvwer  which  it  was  our  intereft  to  ftrengthen> 

To  dwell  upon  all  the  inllances  of  partiality  wbich  have  beCo 
'ftearo,  'to  remark  the  yearly  vifits  that  have  been  made  to  that  de- 
lightful cocntry,  to  reckon  up  all  the  fums  that  have  been  (pent  to 
aggrandize  and  enrich  it,  would  be  at  once  invidious  and  tirefomr ; 
linfome  to  thofe  who  are  afraid  to  hear  the  truth,-  and  to  tbirie  «4k> 
arc  unwilling  to  mention  fa<9s  diflionourable  or  injurious  to  tbeir 
country ;  nor  flial)  I  dwell  any  longer  on  this  unpleaiing  fubjeS  tban 
10  exprc&  my  hopes,  that  we  fltall  not  any  longer  fuiFer  our&lves  to 
be  deceived  and  opprefled  -,  that  we  fhall  at  length  perform  the  duty  of 
tlic  repHentatives  of  the  people,  and  by  refiiftng  to  ratify  diis  con- 
traia,  fliew,  that  however  the  intereft  of  Hanover  has  been  pfefemd 
by  the  minifters,  the  Senate  pays  no  regard  but  to  that  of  Britain.  ' 
Mr.  Horace  Wai,poli  then  fpoke  to  die  following  pnrpcrfe:-^> 
Sir,  Though  I  have  long  confidered  the  mercenary  (cribblerg  of  dif- 
a&^n  as  the  difgrace  of  the  kingdom  and  the  peft  of  fbciety,  y«t 
i  was  never  fo  fully  lenfible  of  their  pernicious  influence. 

I  have  hitherto,  imagined,  that  the  weekly  journalills  and  the  ecca- 
fional  pamphleteers  were  the  oracles  only  uf  the  loweft  of  the  people  ^ 
and  that  all  thofe  whom  their  birth  or  fortune  has  exalted  above  tlw 
crowd,  and  introduced  to  a  more  cxten&ve  converiation,  had  cob* 
fidered  them  as  wretches  compelled  to  write  by  want,  .and  obliged 
therefore  to  write  what  will  moft  engage  attention*  by  flattering  the 
envy  or  the  malignity  of  mankind  j  and  who  therefore  propagate 
fidflioeds  themlclvei,  not  becaufe  they  believe  them,  and  di(Iemlna(e 
ASion,  not  becaufe  they  are  of  any  party,  but  becauJe  they  are  either 
'  obliged  to  gratify  tholt  that  employ  tbem,  or  to  amufe  the  public 
with  novelties,  or  diftutb  it  with  alarms,  that  their  worlie  may  oot 
ipafc.uiu%£arded,  and  their  labour  be  fpent  in  vajn. 
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This  u  nj  ftpioloa  tf  tbi  pu^  writm,  and  dux  I  inagimd  tbr 
«pinm  vf  tbe  reft  of  nacAiod,  who  hnl  the  fium  oppixtuaities  cf 
■  iafornMion  wiA  myft\f :  nor  flKMkl  I  mdily  have  believed,  dix  mij 
"vf  dieir  performances  could  have  produced  gmtet  ^^Bm  thaa  chafe 
«f  iofiaming  die  loweft  dalles  of  die  people,  and  incidng  dnuikank 
<o  iofidt  dMir  rupericHT,  had  I  not  percdvad,  that  die  HoaMraUe 
Gflndomoa  who  <peke  laft,  owed  hii  opiniont  tif  the  futiaSsy  Aews 
Co  the  domioioiis  <^  Huiover,  to  a  late  treatUc  which  has,  on  oc- 
-cafioa  of  diis  contrad*  heoa  veiy  ioduftrioully  tfifpcried  vbob^  the 
fieoide. 

Of  tbi*  deteftable  pamphlet,  I  fcnow  not  the  author,  fw  diiak  hr 
'deferves  diat  any  enquir/ Aould  be  made  after  hioh  cxcqw  by  ■  pro- 
damadon  that  may  let  a  pries  iqion  hit  head,  and  ofier  the  f^ac  re- 
-ward  for  difeovering  him,  asis  given  for  the  convidtoo  of  WTMCbt^ 
ltd  criminal :  nor  can  I  think  the  Icni^  of  the  goveromeftt  eaQ^  to 
•bedifttngiiidied  from  fupinenefs  and  negligence,  whSe  libds  like  this 
'are  diiper&d  openly  in  the  Areett,  and  fiild  in  flups  without  ksa  and 
widiout  danger,  while  fedieion  is  profefledly  promoted,  and  tr«afo% 
<0r  IcRtimems  very  nearly  bordering  upon  treafiut,  propagiUad  with- 
out difguife. 

The  fcrlbbler  of  this  wicked  treatile  has  endeavoured  to  cornet 
'Ifae  priodples  of  his  Majefty's  &idiful  (iibjejb,  not«nly  by  fili^ng 
the  memory  of  the  late  King,  wbofejuftice,  huBunjty,  and  integrity, 
-ore  generally  reverenced,  but  by  iniinuadog  Ithewife,  that  our  prefcnt 
•moH  gracious  Sovereign  has  adopted  the  lame  Ichcmes,  and  en- 
'  deavours  toa^iandize  Hanover  at  the  expence  trf*  Britun  ;  that  aU 
the  meafures  that  have  been  ta^en  with  regard  to  die  affairs  of  the 
continent,  have  been  contrived  with  no  other  view  than  that  of  ad- 
vancing the  tntercft,  enlarging  the  bounds,  and  tncreafing  the  riches 
ef  the  Hanoverian  territories }  he  declares,  diat  Britun  has  beea 
•  fleered  by  the  rudder  of  Hanover,  and  that  the  nation  will  (boo  be 
-  divided  into  two  more  oppolite  and  irreconcileabk  parties,  tb»B  vrtr 
-yctdifhirbed  tha  public  peace,  Britons  and  Hanoverians. 

'riiat  he  bimfelf,  whoever  be  be,  longs  for  thole  cinies  of  divifion 
,.  and  confulton,  may  be  ealily  believed,  and  the  number  of  tbofe  who 
'  have  the  bme  wilfacs  with  himfelf,  is,  I  fear,  coo  great^  but  J  believe 
'  their  hopes  will  not  be  encouraged,  nor  their  defigns  promoted  in 
'  thii  Hou^j  and  that  none  of  thofe  yii»  .are  enliuAed  (9  tcpi 
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Octr  tontitTft  witiiiAr  dmiimTss  to  be  aifled  b;  fii«h-mcfeed 


Afr.  Ntjo^irr  theO:  fpoko  to  thb  eficA  :•— Sir«  I  know  not-  foe. 
iflitt  nafoii  the  Hontmtablc  GentlemHi  has  thought  it  convenient 
(o  rcttnl  the  Jbliberatiom  of  this  Houfe,  by  expatiating  uiwn  ths 
AlffloAd  and  malignity  of  a  pamphlet,  of  which  the  author  is  ua-r 
tcnown,  of  which  no  man-has  attempted  the  vindication,  and  which* 
havtvA  diligently  dlfperftd,  or  however  generally  credited,  a^wari 
te  bftve  haj  no  great  influence  upon  the  nation,  nor  to  have  pro* 
ducd  any  eSt&s  that  might  give  jull occaiion  to  To  tragical  an oulvi^t 
tecenrure?  as  vehement  and  bitter,  as  if  the  trumpet  of  rebellignha^ 
bttn  founded,  as  if  balf  the  people  had  taken  arms  againft  ti)eir  gor 
vemors,  asif  the  commonwealth  was  on  the  brink  ^dilTolution,  aa4 
inntts  were  in  full  march  againll  the  metropolis. 

Thii  pamphkt,  with  the  reft  of  the  people,  I  have  i^ad  j  an4 
dioagh  I  am  far  (com  thinking,  that  the  cenfiire  of  that  Honourable 
Gtntl^man  can  make  a  defence  neccfiary,  fince  indeed  he  has  coiv- 
tented  himfelf  with  invedive  tnftead  of  argument,  and  v^tever  he 
017  dtfitpprove,  has  conAited  nothing :  and  dtougb  I  hsvp  no  parti- 
cehr  reatbn  for  mpeling  mylidf  as  the  diampion  for  tiue  author, 
wbocvei  he  may  be,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  affirm,  that  I  read  fome 
ftfliges  with  convi^on,  and  that|  in  my  opinion,  they  require  s 
diftrent  anfwer  ftom  thofe  which  have  bMn  yet  oSeredj  and  that 
the  impfcffiom  which  have  been  made  i^ioo  the  people,  will  not  be 
effaced  by  damour  and  rage,  and  tuibuknce  and  menaces,  which 
can  aUcd  only  the  perfon  of  the  writer,  but  muft  leave  his  r^afoas 
in  their  full  force,  and  even  widi  regard  to  his  perTon,  will  have  vtfjr 
little  cKeSt  i  fw  though  ibme  men  io  power  may  be  ofiended,  U  will 
not  be  ealy  to  ^oote  any  law  that  bn  been  broken  by  bim. 

On  this  occafion  I  cannot  but  animadTert,  I  hope  with  the  fame 
pardon  from  the  Koufe,  as  ha*  been  obtained  by  die  Honourable 
Gentleman  whom  I  am  now  fdlowing,  upon  an  cxpreflioii  in  frc- 
qucnf  ufc  among  the  foilowers  of  a  Court,  whenever  their  meafures 
arc  cenfured  with  fpirlt  and  with  juftice.  The  papers  which  they 
cadrtot  confute,  sod  which  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtaia  the 
power  of  fupprefling,  are  averted  to  Wd!rr  upon  treafon)  and  th» 
auAors  are  threatened  with  punilhments,  when  they  bsve  oothi:^  to 
fev  frotH  a  reply. 

S  I'  Tnafen 
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Trcaftm  is  bsp^  defined  by  mr  Uwt,  tnd  therefore  eterf  aua 
mj  know  when  be  is  zbout  to  commit  it,  suid  avoid  the  danger  o( 
punifliinent,  by  aroiding  dw  a£t  which  will  czpoTe  him  to  it  t  but 
with  regard  to  the  baritri  of  trealbn,  I  beltere  no  man  will  yet  pre- 
tend to  fay  bow  1^  they  extend,  or  how  foon,  or^ith  how  littls 
intention  be  may  tread  upon  them.  Unhappy  would  be  the  man 
who  flioaM  be  puniflicd  for  ba-dering  upon  guikt  of  which  thcA  btal 
kirdm  are  to  be  dilated  at  pleafure  by  his  judges.  The  Jaw  has 
hitherto  fuppofed  every  man,  who  is  not  gttilfjt  ^  he  imuctati  but 
how  we  find  that  there  is  a  kind  of  medium  in  which  a  man  may  be 
in  danger  without  guilt,  and  that  in  order  to  fecurity,  a  new  degree 
of  caution  is  become  neceflary;  for  not  only  crimes,  but  the  borden 
«f  crimes  are  to  be  avoided. 

What  improvements  may  be  made  upon  this  new  fyflem,  how  far 
the  borders  of  trealbn  may  reach,  or  what  pains  and  penalties  are 
defigned  for  the  borderer),  no  d^ree  of  human  fagacity  can  cnaUe 
us  to  forcfte.  Perhaps  the  borders  of  royalty  may  become  fiicrcd,  as 
as  well  as  die  borders  of  treafon  criminal ;  and  as  every  [dacenuo^ 
-penfioner,  and  minif^er,  may  be  laid  to  border  on  the  Court,  a  kind  of 
.findity  nay  be  communicated  u  his  charaficr,  and  he  that  lampoons 
or  oppofes  him,  may  border  upou  treafon. 

'  To  diffflift  this  expreffion  with  the  Contempt  which  it  defcrves,  yet 
not  withont  the  reflcdions  which  it  naturally  excites,  I  fball  «nly 
cbferve,  that  aH  cxtcnflon  of  the  power  of  tbe  Crown  muft  be  dai^ 
:  gerous  to  us ;  and  that  vdioever  endeavours  to  find  out  new  mod^ 
of  gniltj  is  to  be  looked  on,  not   as  a  good  fobje^  but  a  bad 

■  citizen. 

■  Having  thus  fhewn,  that  the  cenfure  produced  againft  this  pampUet 
is  unintelligible  and  indeterminate,  I  fhall  venture  to  mention  f<MRe 
of  the  afleriions  which  have  heated  the  Gentleman  into  fo  ntudt 
fury.  Aflertions  which  I  cannot  be  fuppo(ed,to  favour,  -ftnce  1  willi 
they  might  be  Mfe,  and  which  I  only  produce  in  this  place  to  give 
fome,  whom  their  ftations  make  acquainted  with  public  affairs,  an 
opportunity  of  confuting  them. 

It  is  aflerted,  that  the  Fcench  aj^rar  to  have  treated  all  our  arma- 
ments with  contempt,  and  to  have  purfued  all  dteir  fchemes  with 
the  fame  confidence  as  if  they  had  no  odter  enemy  to  iear  than   the 
forces  of  AulVria ;  this  is  indeed  no  pleafmg  obfei.vation,  nor  can  tt 
-  be  fuppoled  to  give  fatis^fHon  to  any  Briton,  to  find  the  reputation 

of 
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of  otu  councils  aiKt  f^  our  airms  Co  tquch  dtmiiulheli  to  find  the 
iudonwluith  lately  gave  laws  to  Europe,  Icarceiy  admitted  to  friend- 
Slip,  or  thought  worthy  of  (^tpofidon  in  enmity,  to  hear  that  tho& 
troops,  which,  in  the  days  of  our  former  Monarchs,  fiioolc  the 
thrones  of  the«continent,  are  pafTed  by,  without  fear,  and  without 
regard,  by  armies  marching  againft"  their  allies,  thefe  allies  in  whole  ' 
caule  they  formerly  fought  in  the  field.  But  the  truth  of  the  aJ&rtion 
is  too  plain  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world ;  and  thofe  whi^e  intercft 
it  may  be  to  conceal  from  their  countrymen  what  is  known  to  all 
the  continent,  may  rage,  indeed,  and  threaten,  but  diey  cannot  deny 
it }  for  what  enterprizc  have  we  hitberto  either  prevented  or  re- 
tarded ?  What  could  we  have  done  on  one  fide,  or  fuSered  on  the  ' . 
odier,  if  we  had  been  ftruck  out  from  exigence,  which  has  not  been 
furred,  or  not  done,  though  our  armies  have  been  reviewed  on  the 
continent,  and,  to  make  yet  a  better  fbow,  lengthened  out  by  a  line 
offi;ctecn  thouland  of  the  troops  of  Hanover. 

It  Is  aflerted  in  die  fame  treatife,  that  the  troops  <^  Hanover  can- 
not ad  againft  the  King,  and  that  therefore  they  are  an  ufclefsbur- 
dien  to  the  State,  that  they  compofe  an  army  of  which  no  other 
tSea  will  be  found  but  that  they  eat,  and  eat  at  the  expence  of  Bri- 
tain. 'This  aflertion  is  indeed  Ibmewhat  more  contcftable  than  the 
fbimer,  but  is  at  leaft  credible ;  finqe  if  we  may  be  permitted  on 
dits,  as  on  other  occalions,  to  judge  of  the  future  from  the  pafl,  vye 
nuy  conclude,  that  thofe  who  have  let  pals  fuch  opportunities  as 
4eir  enemies  have  in  the  height  of  contempt  and  fccurity  prcfented 
to  them,  will  hardly  ever  repair  the  eflei^  of  their  conduct,  by  their 
bravery  or  activity  in  another  campaign ;  but  that  they  will  talte  the 
pay  of  Britain,  and,  while  they  fatten  in  plenty,  and  unaccuftomed 
affluence,  look  with  great  tranquillity  upon  the  dlftreJTes  of  AuAria, 
and,  in  their  indolence  of  gluttony,  ftand  idle  fpedators  of  that 
deluge,  by  which,  if  it  be  fuffered  to  roll  on  without  oppofitionj  their 
own  halcyon  territories  muft  at  laft  be  fwallowed  up. 

The  laft  aflertion  which  I  fhall  extract  from  this  formidable 
pamphlet,  is  more  worthy  of  attention  than  the  former,  but  perhaps 
may  be  fufpefied  to  border  more  nearly  upon  treafon:  1  fhall  how? 
ever  venture  to  quote,  and,  what  is  fiill  more  dangerous,  to  de- 
fend it. 

It  is  propofed  that,  inAead  of  fquandering  in  this  time  of  danger 

Ihe  expences  «f  the  public  tJpo"  troopsof  which  it  is  at  beft  doubt- 

'     "      S  4  ,  -  ful, 
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fill,  vhcdier  dttj  wlti  lie  oF  any  nft  to  the  Qatefa  of  ttaiq^, 
irtaether  they  cm  fegaSy  engage  a^kiHft  die  King,  and  iAttAtx  Ihey 
would  be  of  my  great  tile,  tbbogft'  ffiey'wfere  let  fr^  fitni  taf  oilKT 
i^eAr^Ats  diati  re;gird  to  thdr  own  Mety :  iitJicail  of  atntiAog  but 
illy  wt'tb  an  eibpty  l&bff  of  ^ffiftance,  of  mbc^gf  HA:  calittlttiei 
irilfa  iiilefficadous  ititndfliip,  ahd  of  «iipofing  oilrfiives  to  tbb  tMl- 
fcttle  of  otlr  enemlei,  by  hUe  awnaments  witiwnt  hoftility,  by  anniu 
only  tb  bie  reviewed,  inA  fleets  Ohly  to,  be  viftualted,  ne  dkMiM 
^etoiit  ttie  iittns  fequlred  fbr  the  paf m«ht  ot^  th6  ^Andveriahs  to  the 
Qtutti  tlf  Hungary,  t>y  tvhoffl  Wc  kptiW  thit  it  v^iR  be  applied  to  the 
^rcat  (Mlrpoft^  for  tthlch  the  Senate  grttited  It,  the  eflablithment  of 
the  Hbettiefe  of  Europe,  and  the  reprcffibn  of  the  Houfc  of  Bourbon. 
■  Thispropoftl,  hoWever  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  nJinlltcrs^ 
t  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  the  confideritioii  oF  ilie 
hoUfe,  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  mofi  effcQual  rhethod  of  p'refcmng  the 
remains  of  the  greatnefi  <^  the  Houfe  of  Aullria.  Tt  Ts  wcO  Icnovtt, 
that  thefe  troops  arc  hired  at  a  rate  which  tifiey  never  expeflcci  before, 
that  levy  money  is  paid  for  forces  Tevted  before  the  cooimencement 
Of  the  bargain,  diat  they  arc  pSid  for  adlng  a  long  time  befcnre  tbey 
began  to  march,  ind  that,  fince  th'ey  appeared  tocbhCder  thcmQvn 
as  engaged  In  the  quarrel,  their  march  has  been  their  whole  per- 
formance, a  march  not  a^iainfl  the  enemy,  hut  (rom  him ;  a  marc& 
Irt  4'hicb  there  was  nothing  to  fear,  nor  any  thing  to  encounter} 
and  tbctefore  I  think  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  public  trcalure 
blight  hare  been  better  employed. 

Thfe  fame  fum  remitted  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  will  enable  her 
to  hire  a  much  greater  hrnhber  of  troops  out  of  her  own  domi- 
nions, troops  of  whofe  courage  (he  can  have  nA  douVi,  and  whoft 
fidelity  will  be  fircngihcned  by  ccinmon  Intereft  and  natural  affec- 
tion ;  troops  that  will  fight  likt  men,  d^efendrng  their  wives  and  their 
children,  and  who  will  therefore  beat; 'fatigue  with  patience,  and  feet 
danger  with  refolution,  who  will  o'ppoTc  the  French  as  ihetr  natural 
enciTiIei,  and  think  death  more  eligible  than  defeat. 

Tlitn  fhall  we  altert  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  fup'port  the  billl 
of  treaties,  oppofc  the  oppreJTors  of  the  world,  ah3  reffore  our  an- 
cient allies  to  their  foTmer  greafnefs,  frithoUt  crfiau^rng  our  own 
country;  for  it  is  not  impollible,  that  by  the  prt^r  ule  of  this  fum, 
the  Queen_may  obtain  Tuch  advantages  iftoiit'cSiflpiign,  as  may  'in- 
cline the-  FrehA  to  dcferfthc-King,  and  Coift^  tJtettftlf «  vrfft 
2  th. 
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i     fti  (»fai»a!i!e  (Jondfefirt  of  their  ow'ii  terrltoHes;  fot-  it  Is  to  be  fe- 

I     ttembered,  ttlit  the'}  iK  tidVr  f  gfitihg  drtly  fot  x  rtrtioie  intcfefl, 

ilii  [flat  tlwy  Will  httt  hazard  mu±h ;  a  firm  rbliftance  will  eerily  in-' 

I    dlnethirti  tb  watt  ftJr  (bnl*  tiiotV  favdul-aWe  o^ftortUhity,  afid  thert 

vrfti  t)*  tbert  Iclfure  for  fornllng  our  HitaiurCs  in  fueh  a  rtiafiner,  tha 

MMfatriJpptirtunity  may  never  be  offered  them. 

Bufof  the  prefent  fchetnc,  what  cffeil  can  be  expefled  but  igho- 
niny  and  (hiriitf,  rfirgrace  abfoid,  ahiJ  beggary  at  hdme  ?  To  this 
I  «cp«Ke  what  limits  can  befet?  When  is  there  to  be  an  end  of 
f*TinJ  troops  wlio  are  not  to  march  agdinftoUr  en&iriits  ?  ai  diey 
1^  at  all  times  be  of  equal  ufe,  there  will  be  it  all  times  the  &mt 
tt»6n  for  emplbylhg  them,  nor  can  there  ever  be  imagiAtd  left  ll'cei 
If  idle  troops,  than  in  i  time  of  war. 

I  am  therefore  afraid,  that  in  a  Ihort  time  the  Hanoverians  may 

tafider  B^ritain  as  a  tributary  province,  upon  which  they  have  a 

Hjjt  to  impofe  the  maintenance  of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  who  ar& 

*o  be  kinployed  only  fot  the  defence  of  theirown  Country,  though 

fupported  at  the  expence  of  this.    I  am  afraid  that  we  Ihall  be  taught 

U  iiiliagine,  that  thi  apjpcarance  of  the  Hanbvcrlans  is  n^cetllry  in 

1    our  0*6  country,  perhaps  to  check  the  infolcncc  of  th6  (bus  of  ftte- 

'    'M,  ttho  tvithout  kar  border  upon  treafon.     I  am  afraid,  ttut  his 

j    It^eAy  or  his  fuCceiTo):  may  be  advifed  by  fycophants  afld  flaVcs  tH 

'   *^  Ate  guard  of  his  p'erfon  to  the  trufly  Handverians,  atld  advlted 

IO|i*cenoconfidertc'cin'the  natives  of  Biitain. 
I  For  my  part,  I  (hink  it  a  very  'wife  prece^tt  by  which  we  are  di- 
'  Med  to  obvl&te  evils  in  the  beginning ;  and  therefore  fmce,  in  my 
opinion,  the  influence  of  Hanover  muft  be  deftruflivc  to  the  royal  ' 
^olily,  and  detrimental  .to  thofe  kingdoms,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
oiwiate  it  by  voting  againft  any  provifion  for  thefc  ufelefs  merce- 
nariet,  and  declaring  that  Iflintl  more  willingly  grant  the  public 
■•oncy  to  any  troops  than  thofe  of  Hanover. 

Lord  Percival  fpoke  next  as  follows :— Sir,I1ook  upon  the  quef- 
"OB  now  under  your  confide  rati  on,  to  vary  very  little  in  reality  from  that 
'Which  was  debated  here  the  firft  day  of  this  fcIEon.  The  principal 
point  in  the  debate  of  that  day,  was  the  fame  with  that  which  is 
"wt  regularly  the  debate  of  this,  IVhetber  the  Hanoverian  forcit 
fxivU  bt  tain  into  Brltifii  fay  f 

Sir,  I  Ihould  then  have  offered  my  fentiments  upon  this  quc'flion. 
If  lb  many  other  Gentleman  bad  not  delivered  my  fcnfc  in  fo  much 

abetter 
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2  better  iiuniMr  than  I  thought  myfelf  able  to  do,  that.it  would 
have  appeared  a  great  prcfumption  in  me,  and  would  have  given  the 
Houfc  an  unneceflarj  troubk. — ^The  lame  rcafon  bad  induced  me  to 
have  been  lilent  aJfo  upon  this  occaCon,  if  the  temper  of  the  timet, 
the  little  indulgence  Ibewn  by  Gentlemen  to  one  another,  when  thcj 
happen  to  differ  in  political  opinions,  and  the  popular  circomftance 
in  which  I  ftandi  did  not  in  fome  fort  oblige  me  to  proted  the  vote 
I  then  gave,  and  that  which  I  now  intend  to  give  bj  the  reafou 
that  induce  me  to  give  it. 

Sir,  there  are  three  principal  confideratiotis  in  dtis  <]ueflion|  firft. 
Whether  we  are  to  aiSft  the  Houfc  of  Auftria  and  balance  of  power 
at  all,  ay  or  no  i  Then  whether  we  ought  to  do  it  with  our  whole 
force  i  And  laflly.  Whether  the  Hanoverian  troops  Otould  be  made  a 
part  of  that  force  ? 

As  to  the  iirft  conlideration,  a  new  do&ine  has  been  taught  and 
iBCulcated  for  fome  months  paft,  that  it  is  of  no  importance  to  this 
nation  what  may  happen  on  the  continent ;  that  this  country  beiif 
an  ifland  intrenched  within  its  own  natural  boundaries,  it  may  flud 
Iccure  and  unconcerned  in  all  the  ftonns  of  die  reft  of  die  wocU. 
This  doArine,  inconfiftent  as  it  is  with  all  fenle  and  reafon,  con- 
trary as  it  is  to  the  univerTal  principles  of  policy  by  which  this  na- 
tion hath  betn  governed  from  the  conqueft  to  this  hour,  is  ya 
openly  profefTed  and  avowed  by  many  without  thefe  walls;  and 
though  no  man  has  yet  ventured  to  own  this  ofnnion  publicly  and 
diredly  in  this  Houfe,  yet  fome  Gentlemen  even  here  in  e6cd 
inaintain  it,  when  they  argue,  that  in  no  cafe  this  nation  ought  to 
alBft  or  fupport  the  balance  (^  power  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Dutch.  This  tends  inevitably  to  produce  the  fame  &tal  ci^d;  it 
reduces  this  country  to  depend  upon  Holland,  to  be  a  province  to 
Holland ;  and  France  would  then  have  no  more  to  do  to  become 
millrefs  oT  all  Europe,  than  to  gain  over  one  Angle  town  of  the 
United  Provinces,  or  to  corrupt  a  few  members  of  the  States  ;  it  is 
therefore  a  doclriiie  of  the  greatefl  danger,  -^'he  only  foUd  maxin 
is,,  that  whoever  becomes  mafter  of  the  continent,  muft  in  (fae  end 
obtainthe  dominion  of  the  lea.  I'o  contirm  this,  I  may  venturcto 
cite  an  old  example,  nor  can  I  be  accufed  of  pedantry  in  doing  of 
it,  fmce  it  is  an  inftance  drawn  from  the  lafl  uuiverfal  monarchy  » 
which  the  world  fubmitted.  The  Romans  bad  no  fooner  divide^ . 
broken  and  fubdued  thofe  powers  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  v^ , 
hid 
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ittd  prai  1  divcHloa  in  th«  great  auempt  tbcy  iud  long  uilcndedi 

I    diu  the;  attacked  the  Caithaginixns,  a.  nuiriume  power,  potent  iq 

I    ansi,  immenlel^  opulent,  poilelled  of  tbe  trade  of  tbe  whola  world, 

[     ud  unrivalled  miilreb  of  the  lea.     Yet  thele  people,  who  enjoyc^ 

no  weald),  purfued  no  commerce,  and  at  the  commencement  of  then 

■    maitd  were  not  maftcrs  of  a  fingle  Qup,  at  length  prevailed  againft 

tiiii  enemy  upon  their  proper  element,  beat  and  deftroyed  their  fleets, 

^  lavaded  their  dominions,  and  fubdued  their  em[Hre.     From  whence. 

Sir,  I  inuft  conclude,  that  we  cannot  wholly  rely  upon  our  fituation, 

«  iKfeoi  folely  on  our  naval  power  -,  and  I  may  venture  to  reafoa 

vpon  this  axiom,  that  this  natl»it  mu/1  ctntribuU  tt  fiippart  tbt  Hetj^ 

^  Aufiria  endiht  balance  of  power  'atfamt  dtgru. 

The  next  queftion  that  occurs,  is,  in  what  degree  we  ought  to  do 
it?  and  whether  wc  fliouM  do  it  with  our  whole  force  f  Taking 
dKTcfbre,  our  footing  here  upon  this  axiom,  that  we  mufl:  contri- 
bute to  it  in  fome  degree,  and  talcing  farther  to  our  aid  tbe  rea- 
Jboing  of  thofe^  Gentlemen,  who  think  it  a  work  of  fuch  extreme 
■iiiiger,  and  almofl  defperate,  the  natural  and  evident  conclufion  cao 
beooly  this,  that  as  we  mulV  do  it,  fo  we  muft  do  it  with  the  utnuft 
viitur,  aud  vjiljf  aur  tahclt  force. 

We  come  now  to  confider,  whether  the  Hanoverian  troops  Ibould 
be  made  part  of  that  force  I  There  arc  feveral  confiderations  previous 
to  tbe-decifion  of  this  queftion.  Firft,  whether  they  are  oi  cheap  as 
snyother  forces  we  can  hire }  Then  whether  they  are  as  goad?  Next 
wbether  they  are  as  proptr^y Quoted  f  And  whether  they  are  ai  much 
ttbtdependtdupen?  If  as  to  every  one  of  ihefe  particulars  tbe  anfwer 
Muift  be  made  in  tbe  affirmative,  1  think  it  will  go  very  far  to  de- 
ternune  the  queftion  now  before  you. 

As  to  tbe  firft,  tbtit  they  art  as  cheap^  nay,  upon  the  wh<^e  much 
cheaper,  the  eftimatet  now  upon  your  table,  notwithftaoding  any 
cavil,  do  fufficiently  demonflrate.  v 

That  thty  are  at  gtod^  what  man  can  doubt,  who  knows  die  cba- 
nfierof  the  German  nation?  Wfa^  mu  can  doubt,  who  knows 
the  attention  of  his  Majefty  to  military  dilcipline?  Thofe  Gentle.- 
.  men  can  leaft  pretend  to  doubt  it,  who  fometimes  do  not  fpare  re- 
flefiion*  upon  that  attention  which  th^  insinuate  to  be  too  great. 
That  tbefe  voope  are  not  properly  JUuaUd^  will  be  hardly  af- 
,  fcrted  at  this  t^iae,  when  they  are  anally  now  in  Flanders,  and  now 
«4tflg  in  conjuD^OQ  with  out  troops*    Let  any  man  confider-tbs 
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map  c^  Europe,  let  him  oltferve  die  &xt  H'Vhti  wir,  itH  be  nuft 
e»idenily  fee,  dut  whether  their  ferrice  may  be  required  in  Fhndcni 
whether  upon  the  Rhbe,  or  in  the  heart  of  Oermuijr,  in  every  one 
of  dlcft  cafes,  the  Hanoverran  forces  arc  aifrtptrfy  ctrntTifttmcid  tad 
Jhuatedas  any  troops  in  Europe. 

It  remains  in  the  h(t  place  to  examine,  WhtHur  otrf  tihtr  irttfi 
ttm  he  better  depended  vpan%  and  fure  nothing  can  be  more  obyioBt 
(han  that  we  may  rely  ivith  more  fecurity  on  thefe  dian  any  other. 
They  are  fubjefte  of  the  fine  prince,  arid  of  a  prince  hidu%eftt  to 
all  his  fubjc^,  and  accufed  by  thole  who  difFer  in  other  pwnU 
firom  me,  of  being  partial  againfl  ihe  intereft  of  hti  German  domi- 
nions.  Unlefs,  therefore,  wc  arraign  the  tirfl  principle  upon  which 
a  free  government  can  be  fiipported,  and  without  which  every  excr- 
cife  of  arbitrary  power  Would  be  warranted,  yit  muft  allow  that 
fuch  a  people  will  be  faithful  to  fuch  a  prince,  will  defend  hitn  with  a 
firi£t  fidcHty,  and  liipport  his  quarrel  with  the  utmoft  zeal  \  wrdi  a 
seal  which  can  hever  be  expected  from  the  mercenary  troops  of  ai^ 
other  foreign  power. 

This  naturally  leads  ns  to  enquire  what  other  troops  we  can  d^ 
pent!  upon  ;  the  anfwer  tathis  enquiry  is  fhort  and  poTitive  {  Aat  as 
affairs  now  ftand  abroad,  we  can  depend  upon  none  but  thde ;  let 
us  carry  this  confideration  with  us  in  a  forrey  of  all  Europe  ;  £jaff 
xue  tail  inte  cur  pay  i6,ooo  af  the  Dutch?  Would  this  be  the  meats 
of  bringing  Holland  into  alliaiicc  with  us  ?  Wonld  they  tdt  «  Aeir 
own  expencc,  would  they  exert  their  own  proper  force  ?  Would  thi^ 
pay  their  OTMi  troops  in  aid  of  the  common  caufe,  ndien  they  found 
this  nation-  ready  to  do  it  for  them  ?  I'hcy  would  afi  like  madjneo 
if  they  did.     Shall  we  hire  Danes  f   Is  there  a  Gentleman  in   dds 
Houfe,  who  is  not  convinced  that  this  power  has  been  warped>  for 
fome  tirtre  paft,  towards  the  intereft  of  France  ?  When  we   hitfli 
tbefe  troops  in  the  laft  inflance,  did  they  not  deceive  us  ?  Did   dt^ 
fiot  even  refufe  to  march  ?  Nay  fanber,  are  they  not  in  all  appcarmnce 
now  tipon  the  point  of  betng  employed  in  a  quarrel  of  their  evm? 
a  qtiartel  in  which  tbey  wiU  have  need  of  all  their  force.     Shalt  ^ 
then  hire  Saxons?  An  Honoural>le Gentleman  teemed  to  UiinAc  Ait 
there  may  be  fome  poffibility  'of  this,  and  perinps  there  may  hetcaftat» 
When  the  King  of  Pruffia's  views  are  knotfh,  and  die  part  b«  4haB 
r^folve  to  act;  but  Saxohy.ia  certainly  new  too  much  aqvofed  tl^ 
-and  cannot  fiil  'ta  Ve  tittmed  axltis  g|rowitig  ptrvrei^  at  the.  gnit 
^-         aarDa?nt>« 
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.     ugaeotitian  of  tus  trwK^  Mid  the  ^cMtr  and  vaft-  dcfigos  wliictL 

I    (lefsMnta  mcdiute.    .XHii.flKafuce,  .thcf^fqre)  i?  not  g^a^licabLe 

I     m  tkeprtkat.  cotijundurci  that  «lc^bv»ie  caimot  i»pu4  J^  ovft 

fccwitf  in  tfaefe  precvtow  jciccuntft^Kcg,  -bjr  lendlpg  out  (b  great  a 

hxi;  or  1q  tr90ps.    :W<iiwld  Gentlamsn  advilis  die  hire  <4  frufSaii 

beofi  to.ftrve  u£  in  ttu»ifOfy|ii)dive7  Tbf^  who  do  a/iv'^c  it,  mut^ 

(usa  ftrangrJx  the  pptt  jb  ktely  a£tcd  hy  ;hat  prji^ce,  and  tho  vaitetf 

rflw  CDidufi  with  Kgird  to  hisdifftf^nt  allies  within  the  fpce  jof 

Ac  W9  fall  jrcATB.     I  ft«U  guard  myfelf  in  my  exfrcffions,  *ni 

MtjiiMti  B f npcrnl^aft  in  diTcouiluig of  f«.greaf  a  cbatai^r;  but 

I  sniH  fiiyAw  much,  that  the  miaiOry  wvuM^S^with  s^'  i¥>f>f}^ 

Ame,  «)  pwt  the  Safety  c^  the  Britith  um^,  ini  to  fif^iw  the  lafip 

ef  tbb  ttoiy,  upeo  die  jevant  of  Aich  a  meafuie.    I  we^  Ii«lt  £!|r 

iBon}  Ibritisnac  jet.pronad'tD  us,  that  tfaisirifice  wot^d  (}  yjik 

Am  nu  no  rearoo  to  belmve  he  would  ^t)  lend  us  this  body  of  • 

b  qwn,  though  we  fliQiild  be  difpofed  to  itk^  (bpfp  into  fty.     Tie 

^oifittBtani^  thtr^trit  ww  l^w  fwwii)  and  indeed  Iroai  tl^cm  vp 

inbfddy  mig^t  piocuie  a  gccater  numbf  r  ^  btit  I  leave  it  tp  the 

jixtgsent  qf  any  man  of  lanfe  and  {:andourj  whether  any  auniftcr  of    ' 

^batnn  covlii  wamat  the  employaent  cf  i6jpoo.Swif>  ia  this 

itriec  ?  For  when  we  rcScA  Mpoa  the  fituadoa  of  thefe  prDvincet* 

•od QMipat*  it  with  that  of  our  Britilfa  troops  vrho aienow  lo-Flat^ 

-der^  it  it  vii^e  that  they  muft  pafs  400  mile^,  upon  the  borders  qf 

ttuJUwoe,  ^nkcdhyth^  ftrong  places  of  France,  during  their  whole 

-naich,  ucpoTed  to  tha  ^rrifbos  and  armies  upoi)  that  frontier*  by 

■iotn  :it  can  never  be  fiippoftd  that  they  would  be  fuf^red  to  pa^ 

-i>BaHiIqAe4>  when  France muft  4b  well  kitow  the  intention  of  their 

4>vch  to  be  for  no  qther  end,  but  to  make  a  conjun^ion  with  othqr 

40(^in  the  Qritifli  p^y,  in-9|der  afferwards  to  invade,  or  at  leaft  do 

itQtctmpt  the  views  of  thv  Jungdppt  with  ihfiir  united  force. 

Thcfc  reiJbns,  Sii",  pwJH*. invincibly  to  me;  -that  if  we  aretoafift 
.Ae  Hoqfe  vf  Auftrla  by  an  ocniyt  wc  muft  of  prudence,  nay  of  oe- 
■^t^Cft  in  pan,  cqmpoTe  that  arsty  of  the  Hanoverian  troops'. 

But  yet  tharc  !■  another  ftale  of  this'<{tieftion,  an  alteroatira  of 
^iriiicfa  fisme  gentlemen  Ann  my  fend,  ffbahtr  it  wrjid  tut-it  httttr 
iU  t^^  tbx  ^nttn  »f  f&aigujy  with,  mamj  ntfy  P 

Thia.x»fttnion  at.fi{fti^t.ia.extreinely  pkufibU.;  if  theQ>ieen.9f 
'^^■npiTry  bM  icen  able  to  do  fomuch  with-anaid  of  500,000^  what 
WiUlirflM  wnlhi  iilili  in  iln  with.a millian  mate?  SiC)  a  oillioa  more 

would 
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would  by  no  means  anfwer  in  the  lame  pn^rtion.  'When  a  Aim  ii 
giren  her,  which  with  the  beft  oeconomy  can  fufiice  barely  to  put  htf 
tro«q>s  in  motion,  when  the  enemy  m  at  her  very  gates,  her  all  at  an 
immediate  Hake,  there  can  be  no  room  hi  a  mifapplication  of  it. 
Bat  a  fum  (a  immenfe  as  that  of  a  million  and  a  half,  would  dazzk 
the  eyes  of  a  court  fo  IHtlc  ufed  to  fee  fuch  Aims ;  and  as  an  Ho- 
nourable Gentlemen  [Mr.  Honce  Walpole]  long  ver&d  to  foreigl 
^afiatrs,  and  well  acquainted  widi  thefe  matten,  told  you.  in  »' former 
d^ebate,  would  be  much  of  it  iquandered  among  the  Au0rian  miniftett 
and  bvouritcs.  I  make  no  Icruple  to  add  to  tllis,  tfait  fixne  faui 
-part  might  fell  to'tbe&aret^minifters  bllewfaere.  But  there  it  mao^ 
tiKrAinger  which  Gentlemen  who  contend  for  this  meafuit  do  not 
coiifiikr :  caA  tbcy-wbo  profeft  a  difauft  of.  all  mintflxrs,  and  par* 
tictilaily  thole  who  are  now  employed  at  home;  they  who  have  ever' 
argued  againft  all  votes  of  credit  upon  this  principle,  that  k  aflfbrdl 
an- opportunity  to  minifters  of  defrauding  the  fcrvice,  and  of  putting 
large  fums  into  the  purfe  of  theerown,  or  into  their  private  pockebj 
can  they  now  argue  for  this  meafure,  which  I  may  be  bold  koUjt 
would  "be  in  efie^  the  moft  enormous  vote  of  credit  that  vns  ever 
given  in  the  world  ^  Gentlemen  infmuate, 'that  the  taking  the  Hano- 
verian forces  into  Britifli  pay,  is  a  crifflifta)  complailance,  calculated 
only  to  confirm  an  infant  and  a  tottering  admintftration.  But  how 
much  greater  meaiRS  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  would  an  altemitiTe  like  An 
afiord  f  Suppofe  a  minifter,  unfirm  in  his  new  acquired  power,  ib 
ingratiate  himfclf  with  his  pnnce,  (bould  prop<rfe  a  fcheme  to  rt- 
^enifli  the  coffers  of  an  exhauAed  civil  lift,  Ajuandered  in  fuch  vile 
purpofes,  that  no  man  could  have  the  hardinefs  to  come  to  Parriai- 
ment,  or  dare  to  hope  a  fupply  for  tt  by  any  regular  application  tt» 
this  Houfc  {  What  method  co-tid  be  4iev'ikd  by  fuch  a  minifter  hio^ 
i^lf,  to  do  the  job  more  excellent  tfaifi  this }  For  who  can  dmAt 
that  (guard  it  how  you  will)  the  Queen  of  Hungary  might  be  in- 
duced, in  the  condition  in  which  the  now  ftands,  to  accept  a  otiUkMl. 
and  to  give  a  receipt  in  full  for  die  whole  fum  ?  How  could  you  pt** 
vent  an  underftanding  of  this  kind  between  two  courts  ?  and  bow 
eafy,  theiefbre,  might  it  be  to  fink  500,000/.  out  of  fo  vtft  a  g^uUtf 
Sir,  I  will  fufpeS  no  minifter,  but  I  will  truft  none  in  this  degraei 
and  I  wonder  other  Gentlemen  do  not  fufpeft,  if  I  do  not.  Frooi'' 
hence,  therefore,  I  confider  this  as  a  propofition  both  6UaciouB  tff ' 
un&fe  i  for  though  it  be  a  fii^  that  tbc  £uns  fum  of.moaey  m^ 
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■nUDliin  in  Auftria  double  the  nuihlier  of  troths ;  yet,  It  lio  more- 
than  hairUiat  money  (hould  be  applied  (as  I  have  fhewo  great  reafon 
tobdtcTcdiat  it  would  not)  to  the  ufes  of  the  war>  it  is  evident,  that 
70a  trould  deceive  yourfelves,  and  would  have  but  in  equal  number 
of  ravr,  irregular,  undifciplined,  and  much  worfe  troops  (or  it. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  yet  a  flronger  argument  againft  the  fupply  in 
Boney  only.    What  are  our  views  in  fupporting  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
piy?  Our  views  are  gen/rai  and  particular  ^  generaly  to  faVe  tlie 
Hode  of  Aullria,  and  to  prcfcrve  a  balance  of  power ;  particular,  to 
pnrent  die  French  from  making  any  further  acquifitions  on  diis  Itde 
of  Flinders.     The  flrft  might  poffiblyhc  anfwcred  in  a  good  degree* 
ky  ginng  that  Princefa  an  equivalent  in  money ;  but  the  lixond  can- 
not be  lecurely  provided  againft,  without  an  army  on  tiiis  fide  of 
Ewope  in  the  Britrlh  pay.     Sir,  is  it  not  natural  for  every  one  of  us 
toguard  our  vital  parts,  rather  than  our  more  remote  members? 
Would  not  the  Queen  of  Hungary  (fiipulate  and  condition  with  her 
aij-ou  pleafe)  apply  the  grcateft  part  of  thcfc  fubfidics  in  defence  of 
Im donunions  in  the  heart  of  Germany?  Might  ic  not  even  induce 
iKr  to  enlarge  her  views,  and  to  think  of  conqueds  and  equivalents 
fiv  what  Ihe  has  already  loft,  which  it  might  be  vain  and  ruinous  for 
K  to  fupport  her  in  ?  Would  Ihe  not  leave  Flanders  to  Ihift  for  itfetf, 
n  fHU  to  be  uken  care  of  by  the  Dutch  and  Britain  ?  In  fuch  a  cafe, 
if  France  fliould  find  it  no  longer  poflible  to  make  any  imprellion  on 
Ikt  territories  on  tfae  German  Itde,  what  muft  we  expei5l  to  be  the 
tcnfequence  ?  I  think  it  very  vifible  file  would  on  a  fudden  quit  har 
t^KOGve  and  deftru^ve  projfcAs  on  that  quarter,  and  there  only 
t*rry  m  a  defensive  war,  while  (he  fell  with  the  greater  part  <]f  her 
btu  at  once  upon  the  Low  Countries,  which  would  by  this  meafuie 
be  wholly  unprovided  ^  and  (he  might  there  acquire  in  one  campaign, 
^>cfcre  any  poffibility  of  making  head  againft  her,  (u'hich  the  Dutch 
»ould  hardly  attempt,  and  could  certainly  not  alone  be  able  to  cReS) 
'^  that  (he  has  been  endeavouring  kr  the  Uft  century  to  obtain,  and 
^Vbat  no  union  of  powers  could  be  ever  capable  of  regaining  from  her. 
An  this  will  be  effcflually  prevented  by  an  army  paid  by  us  on  riiis 
'"iit  of  Europe  j  an  army  ready  to  march  to  the  borders  of  her  cotin- 
Iry,  and  to  intercept  herfuccours  and  fupplies  for  the  German  war  j 
10  aroiy,  ready  to  protefi  the  petty  Itates,  whofe  intcreft  and  indina- 
•00  it  apparently  muft  be  to  declare  for  us,  atid  to  jdin  their  (brA» 
Mh  us,  when  they  no  longer  fear  the  power  of  France ;  an  army. 


^7»  p?^»TEOW  Cope.  19, 

jrbi^h  may  poJPWy  §ivp  c^ura^  ^qd  fpirit  to  greater  power*,  wfaf» 
may  fiill  4qu^Xi  wUtiout  thsfe  vigoio^ii'meafures^  (sfw^  what  ^w]r 
Jiavc  formerly  qtpcrispped)  iwh,?jjisr  itx^y  c^'J.l'i  even  ^t  d^RSfid  t^S^" 
OS ;  an  army,  (if  thf  pofture  nf  pfaifs  (jjtMild  gj^ilEe  jj  sitc^S^xf)  f^ 
to  caufeapQ^prfvI  divcHfon  toilie  Frc;i(il)  force;,  ij/  ap  af^clc  ifpf^ 
Lorrain  apd  Champagne,  and  Ji'H  v'i^fiin  dift^W  i:Q'ri:nirn  iifton 
its  ftops  in  t]fPCi  tp  prevent  t|i;  Fjeiif:!!  fr9Qi'  cju-f^tig  jinjr  Bsifljjjf 
confeqifenfe  in  Flanders,  Iboujd  they  then  at^empjt  ii. 

One  argiimeiit  moiie,  I  beg  leave  to  inentionj  ap4  it  is  pf  ff^^ 
weight.  Admit  that  the  fujns  raifcd  upon  the  fi^jjt.ftjlMgljt  Jj^gf.Wtcr 
in  the  pne  cafe  ti^n  the  otiie^,  the  funis  reoiktcd  twf  of  ^e-.kii^wp 
would  be  infinitely  lefs.  Whatever  is  reniiyed  to  (jie  QjfSpn  if 
Hungary^  is  buried  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  .Gerjpany,  ^f)i  caj^  never 
return  ^  i^s }  ^ybcrica;  in  a  yff,i  carried  on  by  troops  i;i  out  Qwapnf 
fin  tjiis  ii,d?,  Uy  p^jjich  the  greater  part  of  the  ejtpcflicc .  rpturps  to  ui 
again  in  part  by. the  paj  of  oi^cers,  by  the  fupply  of  pfeyifions  aod 
IieceHaries  ift  a  country  ^xiuu(l^  by  a.rj^.ies,  a^.iiiunitvQa,  grdMnu* 
borfet,  clothing,  acco.utrepieAt$>  9i»I  a  ;nvltit,u4e  of  other  ardclev, 
whichl  need  not  enuinerace,  becaufc  <:>([)pi-ien^f^vti^t>  i>'^.l9tV'V]<^ 
^reafoner,  fully  prpycd  it  in  ttie  .■Cjisrpflje  qf  ti»e  Uft  yrar,  ijl  tlx  cm;. 
clufion  <^  which,  notwithAai^ding  the  prodi^r^i^  iuja&  cffieti^  ifl 
it,  this  nation  fe|t  no  (^tiiib^e  ^ficcl  frqm  ^  diipiiiitfion  of  its  ci^- 
rent  fpecie. 

Sir,  1  w^  prepared  to  have  fpoh^a  nuicb  ,mi:/f  brgply  to  Ji^  fub- 
je^,  but  qiy  difc^urfe  ha$  a^eady  bpcn  flrj|wn  to  ,a  grja^ec  len^i' 
than  I  imagined,  in  tre.ying  upon  tbe  ^rgum^fiC  ;4iu&.^r.  IQmV* 
therefore,  avoid  troubling  yuu  any  fai;^er  ubou  .it  _u  this  iUnej  1- 
iball  only  oblenre,  that  in  niy hup|^  Qp^)>p.n».it  is fyiiiRfte^y  f^vcf^\ 
firft,  that  we  muft  aiHft  the  Houfeof  Ai^jlr.ia,  a^fd  ^at  y/e  muft  dp^ 
with  all  our  force ;  next,  that  we  c:^nnc|t  dp  \t  ^it|i  money  onljr>  t>^ 
^  in  pai:t  wi A  a  land  aripy,  and  that  ^ttis  land^rmy  cannot  be  conveu- 
.cmlv  (I  nuy  Jay  poUlbty)  cooipofed  at.this  time,  without  the  Ilaao-< 
verian  troqe.  This  <iueftion  therefore  can«  I  th(nk,  be  no  longp 
debatpd,  but  lUpon  the  foot  c^  popular  prejudices  and  infinu^tions  d 
an  i(n(ti^(Kf  Cj9">>e«^pn  of  jtIai)ovei;ipn  and  British  interells  >  but  ^ 
I  could  not  enHr  into  this  fubjei!^  without  concern  apd  indig(ia.bi 
,  ;^nd  ai  it  is  a  very  delicate  .poii]t  for  tne  in  particular  to  debate  up< 
1  fhall-kavc  this  pan  of  ^he  (^u^Hiun  tp  other  Qoulemen*  ^o  cf 
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I  engage  in  ic  both  with  ]eb  inconvenience,  and  with  more  abilitf* 
than  it  13  pofEblc  for  me  to  do. 
To  which  Mr.  George  Grenville  repliet]  in  fubHance  : — 
Sir,  Though!  am  fit  from  thinking  myfelf  able  to  produce,  without 
&\tdj^  or  premeditation,  a  complete  anfwer  to  the  elaborate  and 
utful  harangue  which  you  have  how  heard,  yet  as  I  cannot  be  con- 
vinced of  the  reafonablenels  of  the  mcafurcs  which  have  been  defended 
vith  (o  much  Aibtilty,  1  (ball  at  leall  endeavour  to  fhew,  that  my 
dilapprobacion  is  not  merely  the  tffeQ:  of  obllinacy,  and  that  I  have 
a  ieaft  contidered  the  propofals  of  the  miniftry,  before  1  have  ventured 
to  condemn  them. 

Whether  we  ought  to  think  ourfelves  indifpenfably  obliged  to  main- 
tain, at  al!  events,  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent,  to  maintain 
it  without  allies,  to  maintain  it  againA  a  combination  of  almoll  all 
Europe,  I  Ihall  not  now  enquire-,  I  will  fuppofe  it  for  once  our  duty 
(oflruggle  with  impoOibiliiy,  and  not  only  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of 
Aullria  when  it  is  attacked,  but  to  raife  it  when  it  is  l^ilen  ;  fallen 
by  our  own  negligence,  and  oppreffed  with  the  weight  of  all  the  fur- 
rounding  powers ;  and  fhall  therefore  at  prefent  only  enquire,  by 
vhat  means  wc  may  alford  that  aiBIlance  with  moft  benefit  to  our 
allies,  and  lead  danger  to  ourfelves. 

With  regard  to  our  ally,  that  aJCdance  will  be  apparently  moll 
advantageous  to  her,  by  which  her  ftrength  will  be  mod  increafed, 
«id  therefore  it  may  perhaps  be  more  ufeful  to  her  to  find  her  money 
than  troops ;  but  if  we  muft  fupply  her  with  troops,  I  doubt  not  but 
it  vfill  readily  appear,  that  we  may  eafily  find  troops  which,  may  be 
of  more  ufe  and  lefs  expence  than  thofe  of  Hanover. 

It  has  been  obferved,  with  regard  to  the  convenient  fituation  of 
Aofe  troops,  that  it  cannot  now  be  denied,  fmce  they  ifre  ai5ltng  in 
ilandei's  inconjunflionwith  the  Britilh  forces.  This  is  an  afTertion 
to  which,  though  it  was  uttered  with  an  air  of  victorious  confidence, 
though  it  was  produced  as  an  infuperable  argument,  by  which  all 
thofe  who  intended  oj^fition  were  to  be  reduced  to  filence  and  de- 
fpair,  many  obje^ions  may  be  made,  which  it  will  require  another 
harangue  equally  elaborate  to  remove. 

That  the  troops  of  Hanover  are  now  ailing  in  conjunction  with 
the  Britons,  I  know  not  how  any  man  can  affirm,  unlefs  he  has  re- 
ceived intelligence  by  fome  airy  mellcngers,  or  has  fome  fympathetic 
coaimunicatign  with  them  not  indulged  to  the  reft  of  mankind. 
Vol.  II,  T  None 
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None  of  die  accounts  which  h«c  been  brought  hither  of  the  if&iis 
of  the  continent  have  ^t  informed  us  of  any  adion,  or  tendency  to 
affion;  the  Hanoverians  have  mdeed  been  reviewed  in  conjunfHon 
with  our  forces,  but  have  hitherto  not  oHeiii  nor  have  the  irmiet 
jet  cemented  the  alliance  by  any  common  danger,  or  fhewn  yct.ttat 
they  are  friends  otherwife  than  by  fleeping  and  eating  together,  hj 
eating  at  the  expcnce  of  the  fame  nation. 

Nor  am'I  at  prelent  inclined  to  grant,  that  either  army  is  {ttuated 
where  it  may  be  of  mod  ufe  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary;  foribey 
now  loiter  in  a  country  which  no  enemy  threatens,  and  in  whicli 
nothing  therefore  can  be  feared  ;  a  country  very  remote  from  the  feat 
of  war,  and  which  will  probably  be  laft  attacked.  If  the  a£ftuice 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  had  been  defigned,  there  appears  no  rtifoa 
why  the  Hanoverians  Oioiild  have  marched  thither,  or  why  this  im- 
portant conjunfliun  fliould  have  been  formed,  (ince  they  might, 'ia 
much  left  time,  and  with  lefs  expence,  have  joined  the  Au&rians, 
and  perhaps  have  enabled  them  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  French, 
and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  army  which  was  fent  to  the  relief  of 
Prague.  But  this  march,  though  it  would  have  been  leb  ttdioust 
would  have  been  more  dangerous,  and  would  not  have  been  very 
confident  with  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  are  more  dextrous  of  te- 
Ceiving  wages  than  of  delerving  them  ;  nor  is  it  likely,  Ifaat  thofe 
who  required  levy  money  for  troops  already  levied,  and  who  de- 
manded, that  they  (hould  be  paid  a  long  time  before  they  began  to 
inarch,  would  hurry  them  to  aflion,  or  endeavour  to  put  a  poiod 
to  fo  gainful  a  trade  as  that  of  hiring  troops  which  are  not  to  be 
cxpofed. 

This  condud,  however  vifibly  abfurd,  I  am  very  far  from  im- 
puting- cither  to  cowardice  or  ignorance ;  for  there  is  reafon  to 
fufpe^,  that  they  marched  into  Flanders  only  becaufe  they  could  not 
af  pear  in  any  other  place  as  the  allies  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
without  expofing  their  Sovereign  to  the  imperial  interdid. 

It  is  therefore  not  only  ceitaln,  that  thele  troths,  thele  boaftcd  and 
important  troops,  have  not  yet  been  <rf  any  ufe  ;  but  probable  that 
no  ufe  is  intended  for  them,  and  that  the  fole  view  of  diofe  whohm 
introduced  them  into  our  fervice,  is  to  pay  their  court  by  enriching 
Hanover  with  the  fpoils  c^  Britain. 

That  this  is  in  reality  their  intetltion,  appears  from  the  eftimatei 
t«  M/bacii  an  appesl  has  been  fo  confidently  made,  but  irbicb,  if  dwf 
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■re  contpared  with  s  contr^  made  for  the  troops  of  the  fame  nation 
in  the  lift  war,  will  Qavf  how  much  their  price  has  rifen  fince  thdr 
Sorereign  was  exalted  to  this  throne  j  though  I  cannot  tiiuitany  proof, 
dut  their  irputntion  has  increafcd,  nor  can  dilcover  from  dieir0Ai>f» 
in  Flanders  an^  reafon  to  believe,  that  their  fervices  will  be  greater. 

Ttis  nawto  Ittrie  purpofe  to  enquire,  whether  there  are  any  other 
troops  that  could  hive  been  more  properly  employed,  fince  it  is  cer^ 
tain,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  general  chara^r,  or  the  late  conduA 
of  otiier  nations,  it  is  the  intcrcft  of  Britain  to  employ  rather  any 
troops  than  tbefe,  as  any  evil  is  rather  to  be  chofen  than  animoftties 
between  our  Sovereign  and  our  fcUow-fubjeits;  and  fuch  animofities 
muft  inevitably  arifc  from  this  deteftable  preference  of  the  troops  of 
Hanover. 

[The  queftion  was  carried  by  67,  the  Ayes  being  260 ;  Noes  igj. 
T^s  a&ir  was  9gain  debated  with  vehemence  upon  the  report  on 
Monday,  December  13,  1742,  upon  a  queftion,  whether  the  kvy 
flioney  fliould  ftand  part  of  die  general  queftion,  which  was  carried 
^S3>  Ayes  230,  Noes  177.] 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

Fthruary\  i,  1742-3. 

Tbt  erdtr  of  tbt  iajfar  teii)ig4Mt»  ai^jdtratim  thtfivirel  EJliaUttt  tf- 
tht  Q>argt  of  tbt  Ftras  in  the  Pay  tf  Grtat-I^ain  viat  rtad,  upm 
vibicb  L«rd  Stanhope  rtf*  ttp,  axdffakt  infiAftana  atfoUavii : — 

My  hotds,  I  have  always  underltood,  that  the  peculiar  happtnefs 
of  the  Britiih  nation  conCfis  in  this,  that  nothing  of  importance  can 
be  undertaken  by  the  government,  without  the  confent  of  the  people 
as  reprefentcd  by  the  other  Houfe,  and  that  of  your  Lordfhips,  whofe 
Jargv  pofli:JBons,  and  the  merits  either  of  your  anceflors  or  yourlelveSt 
Bave  given  yoi^the  privilege  trf' voting  in  your  own  right  in  iluional 
eonMuitioia. 

T  2  Tbt 
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The  adrantaget  of  this  confHtution,  the  fccmity  which  itconfcn 
upon  the  nation,  and  the  rcflraint  which  it  lays  upon  corrupt  mioif* 
ters,  or  ambitious  princes,  are  in  tbemfelves  too  obvious  to  admit  of 
explanation,  and  too  wcU  known  in  this  great  Afletnbly,  by  whole 
anceftors  tbey  were  originalty  obtained,  and  preferved  at  the  frequent 
hazard  of  life  and  fortune,  for  me  to  imagine,  that  I  can  make  tbem 
either  more  cflecmed  or  better  underftood. 

My  intention,  my  Lords,  is  not  to  teach  others  die  regard  which 
the  conflitution  of  our  government,  or  the  happinefs  of  the  natim 
demands  from  themj  but  to  Ibew  how  much  1  regard  them  myfe\f, 
<by  endeavouring  to  prcfcrve  and  defend  them  at  a  time  when  I  thinic 
them  invaded  and  endangered. 

Upon  the  examination  of  the  eftimates  now  before  us,  I  cannot  but 
thinic  it  oeceflary,  my  Lords,  that  every  man  who  values  liberty, 
Jhould  exert  that  fpirit  by  which  it  was  at  firA  eftabliihed ;  that  every 
man  Ibould  roufe  from  his  fecurity,  and  awaken  all  his  vigilance  and 
a]l  his  zeal,  left  the  bold  attempt  that  has  been  now  made  fhould,  if 
it  be  not  vigoroufly  reprelTed,  be  an  encouragement  to  the  inoie 
dangerous  incroachments  ^  and  left  that  fabrick  of  power  fliould  be 
deftroyed,  which  has  been  created  at  fuch  expcnce  and  with  fuch  la- 
bour; at  which  one  generation  has  toiled  after  another,  andofwUch 
(he  wildom  of  the  moft  experienced  and  penetrating  ftatefmenhave 
been  employed  to  perfed  its  fymmetry,  and  the  induftry  of  the  moft 
virtuous  patriots  to  repair  its  decays. 

The  firft  objeii  which  the  eftimates  force  upon  our  obfcrvatioa  ii 
a  numerous  body  of  foreign  troops,  for  the  levy  arid  payment  m 
which  a  very  large  fum  is  demanded  ;  and  demanded  at  a  time,  when 
the  nation  is  to  the  laft  degree  enibarrafled  and  oppreOed,  when  it  is 
engaged  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  empire,  and  almoA  overwlKloKd 
with  the  debts  that  were  contra^ed  in  former  confederacies  ;  when  it 
is  engaged  in  a  war,  not  for  the  recovery  of  forgotten  claims,  oi  fct 
the  gratification  of  reftlefs  ambition,  not  for  the  confumption  of 
exuberant  wealth,  or  for  the  difcharge  of  fupcrfluous  Inhabitants ;  but 
a  war,  in  which  the  moft  important  interefts  are  feC  to  hazard,  and 
by  which  the  freedom  of  navigation  muft  be  efther  eftablifhed  or  \tA ; 
a  war  which  muft  determine  the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean,  the  rights 
of  commerce,  and  the  ftate  of  our  colonies ;  a  war,  in  which  m 
may  indeed  be  vidorious  without  any  incrcalc  of  our  reputatiooi 
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iwt  in  which  we  cannot  be  defeated  without  lofing  all  our  influence 
upon  foreign  powers,  and  becoming  fubjc£t  to  the  infolence  of  pett^ 
princes. 

When  foreign  troops  are  hired,  at  a  time  like  this,  it  is  natural  to  "^ 
eiqcA  that  they  have  been  procured  by  contniifh  uncommonly  frugal; 
becauG:  no  nation  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  laviQi  in  s  time  of  diArefs. 
It  ii  natural,  my  Lord*,  to  expert  that  they  ihould  be  efflf^yed  in 
expeditions  of  the  utmoll  importance ;  bccaufc  no  trifling  advantage 
ought  to  incite  a  people  ovcrburthened  with  taxes,  to  opprels  theih- 
felvcswith  any  new  cxpencc  ;  anditinay  be  judly  fuppofed,  that  thefc 
troops  were  hired  by  the  advice  of  the  Senate  ;  becaufe  no  minUier 
can  be  fuppofed  fo  hardened  in  defiance  of  his  country,  in  contempt' 
oftbelaws,  and  in  difrcgard  of  the  public  happiiiefs,  at  to  dare  to  in- 
troduce foreigners  into  the  public  fcrvicc,  in  profecution  of  his  own 
private  fchemes,  or  to  r<^  the  nation  which  he  profefles  to  fcrve, 
that  he  may  incrcafe  the  wealth  of  another. 

But  upon  confideration  of  this  cflimate,  my  Lords,  all  thele  ex- 
pedations,  however  reafonaUe  in  themfelves,  however  confiftent 
with  the  declarations  of  the  wifeft  flatefmen,  and  the  praSice  of 
former  times,  will  he  difappointed ;  for  it  wilt  be  found  that  the 
troops  of  which  we  are  now  to  ratify  the  provifions  for  their  payment, 
are  raifed  at  an  expence  never  Icnown  on  the  like  occafion  before^ 
when  the  nation  was  far  more  able  to  fupport  it ;  that  they  have  yet 
been  employed  in  no  expedition,  -that  they  have  neither  fought  a 
battle,  nor  beTiegcd  a  town,  nw  undertaken  any  defign,  norhindered 
any  that  has  been  formed  by  thofc  againft  whom  they  are  pretended 
to  have  been  raifed ;  that  they  have  not  yet  drawn  a  fword  but  at  a 
aview,  nor  heard  the  report  of  fire-arms  but  upon  a  feitival;  that  , 
they  have  not  yet  fcen  an  enemy,  and  that  they  arc  poAed  where  no 
<:iKmy  is  likely  to  approach  them. 

But  tliis,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  circumftance  which  ought,  in  my 
opioion,  moll  ftrungly  to  afFeA  us;  troops  may > be  raifed  without 
being  employed,  and  money  expended  without  ef{e£t ;  but  fuch  mea- 
sures, though  they  ought  to  be  cenfured  and  refUfied,  may  be  borne 
without  any  extraordinary  degree  of  indignation.  While  our  coafti' 
tution  remains  unviolated,  temporary  lofll-s  may  be  cafily  repaired^ 
and  accidental  mifcondu£t  fpeedily  retrieved ;  but  when  the  public 
lights  arc  infringed,  when  the  minidry  aflume  the  power  of  giving  ' 
away  the  propeiiics  of  the  people,  it  is  thenncceflary  to  enrt  an- un^t 
T  3  coaunoa 
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common  degree  of  vigour  and  riifentment ;  It  u  as  oeceflkry  %o  fiflp 
the  incroBchments  of  lawle&  power,  as  to  oppofe  the  torreot  of  s 
deluge;  which  may  be  perhaps  refilled  at  firfl:,  but  from  which,  tb« 
country  that  is  once  overwhelmed  by  it,  cannot  be  recovered. 

To  raife  this  ardour,  my  Lords,  o  excite  this  laudable  refcntaient, 
I  believe  it  will  be  only  neceflary  Co  obferve,  that  thofe  troops  were 
raifed  without  the  advice  or  the  content  of  the  Senate  ;  that  this  new 
burthen  has  been  laid  upon  the  nation  by  the  defpotie  will  of  the 
minifters,  aod  that  the  demawk  made  for  their  fupport  may  be  faU 
10  be  a  tax  laid  upon  the  pe<^le,  not  by  the  Senate  but  by  the  Court. 

I'he  motives  upon  which  the  miuiftry  have  adod  on  this  occafion 
are,  To  far  as  they  can  be  difcovered,  and  indeed,  there  appears  very 
Uttle  care  to  conceal  them,  fuch  as  no  fubjed  of  this  Crown  tver 
Jared  to  proceed  upon  before ;  they  are  fuch  as  the  Ad  of  Settlement, 
that  aft  to  which  our  Soveicign  owes  his  title  to  tbis  TbrOnc,  ought 
fur  ever  to  have  excluded  from  Britiib  Councils. 

I  Ifaould  proceed,  my  Lords,  to  explain  this  new  outbod  of  im- 
pDverifhing  our  country,  and  endeavour  to  fhow  the  principles  froa 
which  it  arifes,  and  the  end  which  it  muft  promote.  But  fomc  fud< 
den  indifpolition  obliges  me  to  contT»5t  my  plan,  and  conclude  much 
fijoner  than  I  intended  with  moving,  "  That  an  humble  Addrels  b» 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  befeech  and  advife  hit  Majefty,  that  con. 
fidering  the  exceffive  and  grievous  expenccs,  incurred  by  the  grot 
number  of  foreign  troops  now  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain  [expcnces 
fit  increafed  by  the  extraordinary  manner,  as  we  ^rehend,  of 
making  the  eflimates  relating  thereunto,  and  which  do  not  appear  to 
us,  conducive  to  die  end  propelled)  his  Majefly  will  :be  gracioufly 
pleafed,  in  compaffion  to  his  people  loaded  already  with  fuch  nu- 
nerous  and  heavy  taxes,  fuch  large  and  growing  debts,  and  greater 
annual  expenccs  than  this  nation,  at  any  time,  ever  before  fuftained, 
lo  exonerate  his  fubje&  of  the  charge  and  burthen  of  diofe  mercena- 
ries who  were  taken  into  our  fervice  laft  year,  without  the  advice  or 
confent  of  Parliament." 

Lord  Sandwich  fpoke  next  in  fupport  of  the  motion  to  tfaelel* 
lewihg  eSe£i :— -My  Lords,  Though  I  heard  the  noble  Lord  with  fo 
Viuch  pleafure,  that  I  could  not  but  with  he  had  been  able  to  deliver 
bis  fentiments  more  fully  upon  this  important  ai&ir  ;  yet  I  think  the 
motion  lb  reafonable  and  juft,  that  though  he  might  have  fet  it  yet 
iRore  beyond  the  danger  of  oppoiiuon|  though  he  tuight  liave  pr»> 
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iaccd  miny  arguments  in  defence  of  it,  which  perhapi  will  not  occiif 
to  any  other  Lords  ;  yet  I  flnll  be  able  to  juftify  it  in  f«ch  a  manner, 
at  tiuy  fecure  the  approbation  of  the  unprejudiced  and  difinteredcd ; 
and  therefore  I  rife  up  to  Tccond  it  with  that  confidence,  which  always 
arili»  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  honeft  intentions,  and  of  an  impaiti^ 
enquiry  after  truth. 

The  meafures,  my  Lords,  which  have  given  occafion  to  this  mo- 
tion, have  been  for  fome  time  the  ful^e^  of  my  reSe^oni ;  I  have 
endeavoured  to  examine  them  in  dieu:  full  extent,  to  recoiled  the 
previous  occuirenccs  by  which  the  mini&ry  might  have  been  in- 
iueaced  to  engage  in  (hem,  and  todilcover  the  certain  and  the  proba^ 
ble  conJequenccf  which  they  may  cither  immediately,  or  more  re- 
tnotely  produce }  I  have  laboured  to  collet^  from  thofe  who  arc  fup- 
poled  10  be  moft  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  Europe,  and  the  fcbray 
of  BritiQi  policy  which  is  at  prefent  purfued,  the  arguments  which 
can  be  o&red  in  favour  of  thefe  new  engagements ;  and  have  com. 
pared  them  with  the  condud  <^  former  ages  upon  (he  like  occaiions  j 
buttbe  refult  of  all  my  fcarches  inU>  hiftory,  all  my  converlation  widi 
politicians  of  every  party,  and  all  my  private  meditations,  has  beeo 
only,  that  I  am  every  hour  coniirmed  by  fome  new  evidence  in  the 
(pinion  which  I  had  firft  formed ;  and  now  imagined  mylelf  to  know 
what  I  at  firft  believed,  that  we  are  entangled  in  a  labyrinth  of  which 
no  end  is  to  be  feen,  and  in  which  no  certain  path  has  yet  been  dif- 
covercd ;  that  we  are  purfuing  fchemes  which  are  in  no  d^ree  necel^ 
itty  to  the  profperity  of  our  country,  by  means  which  are  apparently 
contrary  to  law,  to  policy,  and  to  jufticej  and  that  we  are  iav(4ve|I 
in  a  foreign  quarrel  only  to  walle  that  blood,  and  exbauft  that  tr«a- 
furc,  which  might  be  employed  in  recovering  the  lights  of  commeice, 
and  Tet;aining  the  dominion  of  the  fea. 

To  profecute  the  war  ag^inft  Spain  with  that  vigour  which  imereft 
and  tetenccnent  might  be  expend  to  produce,  to  reprefs  that  info- 
lence  by  which  our  navigation  ha$  been  confined,  and  to  punifh  that 
rapacity  by  which  our  merchants  have  been  plundered,  and  that 
cruelty  by  which  our  fellow-fubje^  have  been  enflaved,  tortured  and 
murdered,  had  been  an  attempt  in  which  every  honeft  man  would 
readily  have  concurred,  and  to  which  all  thofe  who  had  icnle  to 
difcern  their  own  intereft,  or  virtue  to  promote  the  public  happirKfs, 
wou}d  cheerfully  have  cootibuted,  however  ^aded  with  taxes,  op- 
prclled  with  a  Handing  amy,  and  plundered  by  the  vultures  of  a 
T  4  court: 
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court :  nor  is  the  ancient  fpi'rit  of  the  Britifh  nation  fo  much  de- 
prelled,  but  that  when  Spain  had  been  fubdued,  when  our  rights  had 
been  publicly  acknowledged,  our  lotles  repaired,  and  our  colonies 
fccured  ;  when  our  (hips  had  again  failed  in  fecurity,  and  our  Sag 
»wcd  the  ocean  of  America,  we  might  then  have  extended  our  views  , 
to  foreign  countries,  Riight  have  afTumed  once  more  the  guardianfhip 
of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  have  given  law  to  the  powers  of  the 
continent,  and  fuperintend  the  happincfs  of  manlcind.  But  in  the 
prelent  fituation  of  our  af&irs,  when  we  have  nude  war  for  years 
without  advantage,  while  our  moft  important  rights  are  yet  fulled 
to  the  chance  of  battle,  why  we  Oiould  engage  in  the  defence  of 
other  princes  more  than  our  ftipulations  require,  I  am  not  able  to 
difcover  j  nor  can  I  conceive  what  motive  can  incite  us,  after  having 
fuffcred  fo  much  from  a  weak  enemy  to  irritate  a  ftronger. 

To  the  meafures  which  are  now  purfued,  were  there  no  other  ar- 
guments to  be  alledged  ^ainft  them,  I  Ciould  think  it,  my  Lords,  a 
fAflicient  objeflion  that  they  are  unneceflary,  and  that  this  is  not  a 
time  for  political  experiments,  or  foz  wanton  expences,  I  (bould 
think,  that  the  prefent  diftrefles  of  the  public  ought  to  rel^rain  yoar- 
Lordfliips  from  approving  any  fleps  by  which  our  burthens  may  be 
made  more  heavy,  burthens  under  which  we  are  already  (inking,  and 
which  a  peace  of  more  than  twenty  years  has  not  contributed  to 
lighten. 

But  that  they  are  unneceflary,  my  Lords,  is  the  weakcft  allegation 
that  can  be  offered  j  for  they  are  fuch  as  tend  not  only  to  obftmil  the 
advancement  of  more  advantageous  deligns,  but  to  bring  upon  us  tin 
hcavicft  calamities  ;  they  will  not  ojily  hinder  us  from  increafing  out 
ftrength,  but  will  fmk  us  to  the  greateft  degree  of  weaknefs ;  tbey 
will  not  only  impoverifh  us  for  the  prefent,  which  may  be  fometimea 
the  eSe&  of  ufeful  and  beneficial  defigns,  but  may  deprefs  us  below 
a  poffibility  of  recovery,  and  reduce  us  to  receive  laws  from  fome 
foreign  power. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  dreadful  profped  i  but  what  other  can  arile  to 
iM  from  a  war  with  France,  with  the  moft  wealthy  empire  of  the 
univcrle,  of  which  we  were  fufficiently  Oiewn  the  ftreogth  in  die  bte 
war,  by  the  reliltance  which  all  the  furrrounding  nations  found  it 
*ble  to  make  againft  their  united  efibrts,  and  which  the  debts  that 
they  then  contrai^ed^  and  the  towns  that  were  then  dcftroyed,  will 
not  tajity  fuffcr  them  to  forget*    Of  tbii  cinpire,  017  Lords,  thttf  . 
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powerful,  thus  formiilablc,  neither  the  dominions  are  contraSed, 
I  nor  the  tndc  impaired,  nor  the  inhabitants  diminilhed.  The  Frendi 
inni«  are  no  lefs  numerous  than  under  their  late  mighty  monarch, 
their  territories  are  increafed  by  new  acquifitions,  their  trade  has  long 
bcm  promoted  by  the  deilrudion  of  ours>  and  tj^eir  weaJth  has  been 
b;  ronfequence  increafed.  They  have  not,  my  Lords,  like  this  un* 
happy  nation,  been  cxhauAcd  by  temporary  expedients  and  ulcleb 
scmaments  ]  they  have  not  haralled  their  merchants  to  aggrandife 
the  Court,  nor  thrown  away  the  opportunities  which  this  interval  of 
quiet  has  afibrded  them,  in  the  ilruggles  of  fa&ion ;  they  have  not 
been  multiplying  oScers  to  betray  the  people,  and  taxing  the  people 
to  fupport  their  oppreflbrs ;  but  have  with  equal  policy,  diligence^ 
lAd  Cuccefs,  recovered  the  lofies  which  they  then  fuftained,  and 
nablcd  thcmlelves  to  maiw  another  ftand  againft  a  general  con- 
Wency, 

Againft  this  empire,  my  Lords,  are  we  now  to  be  engaged  in  a 
wir,  without  trade,  and  without  money,  loaded  with  debts,  and  ba- 
iled with  exadionS  j  for  what  confequences  can  be  expeded  from 
folding  our  troops  into  the  frontier-towns,  but  that  the  French  will 
^rge  us  with  beginning  hoflilities,  and  declare  war  againft  us,  or 
attack  us  without  a  declaration ;  and  that  we  fliall  be  obliged  to  fiand 
■Ime  againft  the  whole  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  while  all 
our  ancient  allies  ftand  ata  diftance  fpiritlefs  and  intimidated,  orper- 
^»  fecretly  incite  our  enemies  againft  us,  in  hopes  of  iharing  our 
plunder,  or  of  rifing  on  our  ruin. 

I  blow  it  has  been  alledged,  and  alledged  with  fuch  a  degree  of 
confidence,  as  it  is  reafonable  to  hope  nothing  could  produce  but  a 
eondoufiiefs  of  truth,  that  the  Dutch  have  already  confented  to  affift 
<ui  nor  is  it  without  regret,  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  declare^ 
that  this  aflertion  is  nothing  more  than  one  of  thole  tranfient  viAons 
with  which  it  has  been  lor  a  long  time  d>e  cuftom  of  Britilh  mintfters 
lo  delude  the  people,  to  pacify  their  clamours,  and  lull  them  in 
^rity ;  one  of  thofe  artifices  from  which  nothing  more  is  expeded 
Ihan  that  it  {ball  operate  upon  the  nation,  till  the  circumftances  of 
»r  a&iri  furnifli  out  another,  which  is  likcwile,  in  a  Ibort  time  to 
w  exploded   only  to  make  way  for  new  fallfaoods  in  a  perpetual 


Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  art  of  goTernmenC  difcovered  by  the  woo- 
erful  bgacity  of  laodern  ftateiineo  i  who  have  found  out,  that  it  is 
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cifitf  to  paltiite  than  to  cure ;  and  that  the  people  may  be  quieted 
by  political  foporilict,  while  iikaks  are  preying  upon  tbem,  wh& 
their  llrength  decays  and  their  vitali  arc  confumcd. 

That  thele  fiilflioods  prevail  upon  mankind,  and  that  after  U>c  diC> 
cofery  of  one  cheat,  another  equally  groTi  is  patiently  borne,  cannot 
but  rtife  the  wonder  of  a  man  who  views  the  world  at  a  diftaoce* 
and  who  has  not  opportunitiet  of  enquiring  into  the  various  mocira 
«f  a£Uon  or  belief.  Such  an  one  would  be  inclined  to  think  us  t 
nation  of  fools,  that  muft  be  ftillcd  with  rattles,  or  amufed  with 
t>auble«;  and  would  readily  conclude,  that  our  miniftets  wete 
obliged  to  pradilc  fuch  fallacies,  becaulc  they  could  not  prevail  upoi 
as  by  motives  adapted  to  realbnable  beings. 

But  if  we  reScA,  my  Lordi*  upon  the  different  principles  upon 
irhich  reports  like  tbefe  are  propagated  and  oppofed,  it  will  cafily  be 
difcovcred  that  their  fuccefs  is  not  to  be  imputed  eiAer  to  fupencv 
art  on  one  fide,  or  uncommon  weaknels  on  the  other.  It  is  ira& 
known  that  they  are  promoted  by  men  hired  for  Aat  purpole  wtih 
bi^  fidarieSi  or  beneficial  employments^  and  that  they  can  b« 
cppofed  only  from  a  defire  of  deteding  fal&ood,  and  advancing  ibe 
public  happinefs:  it  is  apparent  that  thofe  who  invent,  tbob  vAm 
circulate,  and  perhaps  part  ef  tboli:  who  countarfeit  bdief  of  thea^ 
tre  incited  by  the  profpcSt  of  private  advantage,  aixt  imn^iliUK 
profit ;  and  diat  thofe  who  ftop  them  in  their  career  by  contradidios 
and  objedions,  can  propofe  no  other  benefit  to  tbemlelves,  d»n  Aat 
which  they  {hall  receive  in  common  with  every  other  member  of  die 
community;  and  therefore  whoever  has  fufficiently  obferved 
kind,  to  difcover  the  reafbn  for  which  felf-intcreft  has  in  almoft' 
ages  prevailed  over  public  fpirit,  will  be  able  to  lee  why  reports 
thele  are  not  always  fupprefled  by  leafonable  dete^ions. 

A  minifter  ought  not  to  flatter  himlelf  that  he  has  always  decer 
diofe  who  appear  to  credit  his  reprc&ntatJons }  their  filencc  is  noc 
often  die  c6e£l  of  credulity,  as  of  cowardice  or  indolence.  Mm 
are  overborne  by  the  pomp  of  great  offices,  and  others  who  difbi 
guifli  more  clearly,  and  judge  with  greater  freedom,  are  con) 
to  enjoy  tiieir  own.  rcfle^ons,  without  reproving  thofe  whooa 
defpair  to  reform. 

This  report  of  the  engagement  of  the  Dutch  in  our  meafu 
tftall  however  furnilh  our  miniftcrs  with  no  opportunity  of 
thur  Addiefs,  nor  fliall  it  pa&  any  longer  without  cootriJlfHi^ 
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for  I  Jbll  irithout  utj  (cruple  affinn  ip  the  piofence  of  this  auguft 
AfienU)',  that  the  Dutch  have  hitherto  appeared  ahfolutdf  aeii- 
'  trdj  tb2C  they  hare  not  ihewn  any  approbation  of  oor  mealurcB,  not 
laj  iqcKoation  to  affift.  ua  ia  them.  I  knowt  my  Lordsi  how  dtt 
ttfttabit  this  a&rtioi)  may  be  to  thoTe,  whofeiittcreft  it  it  that  man- 
laad  fluMild  believe  them  of  no  le&  importance  in  the  eyts  of  forciga 
pmttt  ttun  in  their  own,  and  ibould  imagine  that  the  remoteft 
urimt  of  the  world  are  influenced  by  their  motions,  and  direfied 
bf  their  t;ounf(ris ;  but  however  they  may  cefent  this  declaration,  I 
defy  them  to  confute  it,  and  now  call  upon  them  to  flww  dut  dw 
Dutdt  have  ciigaged'in  anymeafuee  ior  the  fupport  of  die  Queen  of  . 
flotigary. 

The  late  augmemation  of  twenty  tfaou£uid  men,  which  may  poi^ 
iibly  be  mentioned  ai  a  proof  of  their  intention,  (hews  nothing  but 
1^  ^y  purfue  their  own  inured  with  tbeir  ufual  prudence  and- 
■tfendon,  and  with  fuch  as  it  is  to  be  wiOied  that  our  miniftera 
Muld  condefcend  to  learn  from  them ;  and  that  ihey  are  too  wife  to 
Mir  the  towns  from  which  the  Auftriam  have,  by  our  peHvafions, 
vicfadrawn  their  troops  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  Tbej 
hwe  dierefore  fubftituted  new  garriAnis,  but  feem  to  have  no  regard 
lotbe  intereft  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  nor  any  other  view  than 
*M  of  providing  fcff  their  own  fccurity,  waiting  the  event  of  die 
•ar,  and  laying  b<^  of  any  advantage  that  may  accidentally  be  of- 
^•dthcni. 

It  may  be  urged  farther  by  thofe  who  are  deflrous  to  deceive 
■*en,  or  willing  to  be  deceived  themfclves,  that  the  province  of 
Miland  lias  palled  a  vote  for  affifling  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with 
Itoitj  thoufand  men;  but  if  it  be  leroembered,  my  Lords,  that  this 
■"ft  be  the  gencral^ft<rf -the  United  States,  and  that  every  province 
ta  its  own  particular  views  to  -gratify,  and  its  own  intereft  to  re-i 
IMcile  with  die  general  good,  it  may  be  very  reafonably  MpoBteAf 
hat  this  affiftance  is  yet  rather  the  obje£t  of  hope  than  expectation  } 
Fmayjuftly  be  feared,  thai;  before  fo  many  various  dirpofitions  mB 
■itc,  and  fuch  different  fchemes  will  be  made  conHftent,  the  Houlb 
rAuftriamay  be  examined,  that  our  forces  may  be  deftroyed,  an4 
lermany  enflaved  by  the  French.  Then,  my  Lords,  whnt  wUI 
Ihiin,  but  that  we  ibal)  curfc  that  folly  that  involved  us  in  diftant 
terds,  and  that  temerity  which  lent  us  out  to  oppofe  a  powet 
lich  we  could  not  witbfland  j  and  which  incited  us  to  wafte  tb>< 
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tresTLtre  in  foreign  countries,  which  we  may  quic'icif  want  for  the 
^fcnce  of  our  own  i 

It  mull  be  indeed  confefled,  that  if  an  eftimate  is  to  be  made  of 
our  condition,  from  the  condud  of  our  minifters,  the  Sear  of  cx- 
haufling  our  treafure  muft  be  merely  panic,  and  the  precepts  of  fhi- 
fality  which  other  States  have  grown  great  by  obTcrving,  are  to  be 
abfolutely  unneceflary.  It  may  rcafonably  be  imagined  that  we  have 
fomc  fccret  mine,  or  bidden  repofitory  of  gold,  which  no  degree  cf 
extravagance  can  drain,  and  which  may  for  evejr  fupply  the  moft 
lavifh  expcnces  without  diminution. 

For  upon  what  other  fuf^wlition,  my  E<ords,  can  any  man  attempt 
a  defence  of  the  contra£i,  by  which  we  have  obtained  for  one  cam- 
paign the  fervice  <rf  the  troops  of  Hanover  I  What  but  the  conS- 
^nce  of  funds  that  can  never  be  deficient,  could  influence  them  to 
conclude  a  {tipulaiion,  by  which  levy-money  is  to  be  paid  for  troopi 
of*  which  not  a  Angle  regiment  was  railed  for  our  fervice,  or  on  the 
prefent  occafion ;  which  were  eftabliflied  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
Eledorate  of  Hanover,  and  would  have  been  mainuined,  though  «a 
bad  not  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent. 

What  were  the  reafons  which  induced  our  miniftfy  to  employ  die 
forces  of  Hanover,  it  is,  perhaps,  not  neceilary  to  enquire.  The 
only  motive  that  ought  to  have  influenced  them,  was  the  profped  of 
fibtaining  them  upon  cheap  terms  ^  for,  my  Lords,  if  the  troops  of 
Hanover  cannot  be  obtained,  but  at  the  lame  expence  with  diofe  of 
Britain,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover,  why  they  thould  be  prderrcd. 
1  have  never  heard,  my  Lords,  any  uncommon  inllances  of  Hano- 
veiian  courage,  that  fliotild  incline  us  to  truft  the  caufe  of  Europe 
jather  to  that  nation  than  to  our  own ;  and  am  inclined  to  believe* 
that  Britain  is  able  to  produce  men  equal  in  all  military  virtues  to 
any  native  of  that  happy  country  j  a  country  which,  though  it  was 
thought  worthy  to  be  fecured  by  a  neutrality,  when  all  the  neig^ 
bouring  provinces  were  expofcd  to  the  ravages  of  war,  I  have  nevei 
beard  celebrated  for  any  peculiar  excellencies  ;  and  of  which  I  can- 
not but  obfcrve,  that  it  was  indebted  for  its  fecurity  rather  to  dw 
precaution  of  its  prince,  than  the  bravery  of  its  inhabitants. 

This  demand  of  levy-money  Qiocksevery  Briton  yet  more  ftrong;Ir, 
on  conGdering  by  whom  it  is  required;  required  by  that.  &ixuly 
whom  we  have  raifed  from  a  petty  dominion,  for  which  homage  wai 
paid  to  a  fuf  eriot  power ;  and  which  was,  perhaps,  only  fufi&red  to 
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Ktain  the  appearance  of  a  Icpaiatt  fovereignty,  becaufe  it  fras  not 
-irerth  the  labour  and  e;q>ence  of  an  invafion;  becaufe  it  would 
neither  increale  riches  nor  titles,  nor  gratify  either  avarice  or  antbi" 
tion  J  by  a  family  whom  from  want  and  weaknefs  we  have  exalted 
to  a  Throne,  from  whence,  with  virtue  equal  to  their  power,  they 
may  ifliic  their  mandates  to  the  remote^  parts  of  the  earth,  oaf 
prelcribe  the  courfe  of  war  in  diftant  empires,  and  didaK  tenna  oC 
peace  to  half  the  Monarchs  of  the  globe. 

I  fliould  itnagine,  my  Lords,  that  when  a  King  of  the  HouTe  of 
Hanover  furveys  his  natives,  reviews  his  troops,  or  examines  fait 
revenue,  beholds  the  fplendor  of  his  court,  or  contemplates  the  ex- 
tent of  hit  dominions,  he  cannot  but  fometitnes,  however  unwil- 
lingly, compare  his  prcfent  ftate  with  that  of  his  anceflors  ;  and  that 
wben  be  gives  audience  to  the  ambafTadors  of  piinces,  who,  per- 
haps, never  beard  of  Hanover,  and  direds  the  payment  of  fums,  by 
the  fmallcfi  of  which  all  his  ancient  inheritance  would  be  dearly 
puichaled }  and  refle£b,  as  furely  he  fomctimes  will,  that  aii  thefe 
honours  and  riches,  this  reverence  from  foreign  powers,  and  his 
domeftic  fplendor,  are  the  gratuitous  and  voluntary  gifts  of  the 
nighty  pe<^Ie  of  Britain,  he  fliould  find  his  heart  oversowing  with 
unlimited  gratitude,  and  fliould  be  ready  tofacrifice  to  the  bap|M- 
nds  of  his  beneb&ors,  not  only  every  petty  intereil,  or  accident^ 
inclination,  but  even  his  repofe,  his  fafcty,  or  his  life;  that  he  Aould 
be  ready  to  eafe  them  of  every  burthen  before  they  complained,  and 
to  aid  them  with  all  his  power  before  they  requefted  hit  affiftance; 
that  he  Ihould  con&der  bis  little  tenitories  as  only  a  contemptible 
province  to  his  Britifli  empire,  a  kind  of  nurfery  for  troops  to  be 
•mploycd  without  baiaffing  his  more  valuable  fubjeiSs. 

It  might  be  at  leaft  hoped,  roy,  Lords,  that  the  princes  of  die  ' 

Houfe  of  Hanover  might  have  the  fame  regard  to  this  nation  as  to 
Kings  from  whom  they  never  received  any  benefit,  and  whom  they 
ought  in  reality  always  to  have  confidered  as  enemies,  yet  even  from 
Ikch  levy-money  was  not  always  required ;  or  if  required,  was  not 
always  received. 

There  was  once  a  time,  my  Lords,  before  any  of  this  race  wore 
tbe  Crown  of  Britain ;  when  the  great  French  Monarch,  Lewis 
XIV.  being  under  a  naceffity  of  hiring  auxiliary  troops,  applied  to 
the  Duke  of  Hanover,  as  a  prince  wHofe  neceffities  would  naturally 
incUne  him  to  let  the  lives  of  his  fubjei^  at  a  cheap  rate.  The 
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Duke,  pleafed  mth  an  oppportunity  of  trafficking  iritfa  lb  wealthy  a 
Monarch,  readily  promifed  a  fupply  of  troops  ;  aiid  demanded  levy*- 
money  to  be  paid  him,  that  he  mighr  be  enabled  to  ratle  them.  But 
H«noveri«t  reputation  was  not  then  laifed  h  high,  as  that  the 
French  King  ihould  truft  him  widi  his  money.  Lewis  fufpeded^ 
and  made  no  fcruple  of  declaring  his  fufpicion,  that  the  demand  of 
levjr.mcMiey  was  only  a  pretence  to  obtain  a  fum  which  would  never 
afterwards  be  repaid,  and  for  which  no  troops  would  be  ob^ned ; 
and  therefore  with  his  ufual  prudence  infifted,  that  the  troops  Ibould 
Arft  march,  and  then  be  paid.  Thus  for  fome  time  the  treaty  waa 
*r  a  ftand :  but  the  King  being  equally  ia  want  of  men,  as  tha 
Sake  of  money,  and  perceiving,  perhaps,  that  it  was  really  imprac-* 
ticable  for  fo  indigent  a  prince  to  raife  troops  withont  fome  pecu' 
niary  affiftance,  ofiered  him  at  length  a  fmall  Turn,  which  wis  gla^y 
accepted,  though  much  below  the  original  demand.  The  troopa 
wete  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  France ;  and  the  Duke  of  Hanotcr 
diot^ht  himfelf  happy  in  being  able  to  amufe  himfelf  at  his  leifurtf 
iritb  the  rattle  of  money. 

Such,  my  Lords,  were  the  conditions  on  which  the  troops  of 
Hanover  were  furfliflied  in  former  times ;  and  furely  what  could 
Aen  he  produced  by  the  love  of  money,  or  the  awe  of  a  fupcrior 
power,  mi^t  now  be  expeSed  as  the  eficA  of  gratitude  wot 
kindnefs. 

But  not  to  dwell  any  loi^r,  my  Lords,  upon  particular  cireum- 
ftuices  of  meafures,  of  which  the  whole  fcheme  is  contrary  to  the 
apparent  intereft  of  Ms  empire,  I  Qiall  not  enquire  farther,  why 
suziKarict  are  employed  on  this  occaGon  rather  than  Britons  ratface 
dun  thofe  whofe  bravery  is  celd)rtted  to  the  moft  diftant  comets  of 
ike  earth  t  why,  if  mercenaries  are  ne^eflary,  thofe  of  Hanover  are 
preferred  to  others':  or  why,  if  they  are,  indeed,  preferable,  they  are 
BOW  to  be  hired  at  an  higher  rate  than  at  any  former  time  ?  It  appears 
to  me  of  far  more  importance  to  undermine  the  foundation^  than  to 
batter  the  fuperftruiSure  of  our  prefent  fyftem  of  politics ;  and  df 
greater  ufe  to  enquire,  why  we  have  engaged  in  a  war  on  the  conti- 
nent, than  why  we  cany  it  on  with  ridiculous  proiufion. 

It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  there  are  many  reafbns  which, 
with  the  fame  circumftances,  would  bare  withheld  any  nation  but 
this  from  (iich  a  dangerous  interpofition.  The  Dutch  We  fee,  aie 
content  to  look  on  wiiliout  a^on,  though  diey  Arc  jnoit  intcrcffcd 
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in  tlw  event,  «nd  le&  tmhnnSei  on  »aj  odwr  fide.  We  itt  ilreadf 
engaged  in  a  war,  of  which  no  man  can  farefee  the  cwKlufioa ;  bat 
which  cannot  be  ended  unfucee&fully,  without  the  ucmoft  dangu-  to 
our  rooll  important  intercAs;  and  which  yet  has  hitherto  produced 
only  leflcs  and  difgrace,  has  impoverifhcd  our  mercbanti,  and  inli^ 
nidated  our  feldien.  Whether  thefe  lofles  are  the  e&£ts  of  weak- 
nefs  or  treachery,  is  a  quetlion  which  I  am  not  ambition  of  eadeE> 
Touring  to  decide,  and  of  which  the  decifion  is,  indeed,  by  na 
means  ncceflary  in  the  preTent  debate  j  fuicp  if  we  are  too  weak  ta 
ftruggle  with  Spain,  unaffifted  ai  (he  is,  and  embarrailed  with  dif* 
ferent  views,  I  need  not  by  niiat  will  be  our  condition,  when  the 
whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon  fhall  be  combined  againft  us ;  when  that 
nation  which  ftood  alone  for  fo  many  years  againfi  the  united  efiorti 
■f  Europe,  fhall  attack  us  exhaufted  with  taxes,  enervated  with  cor- 
ruption, and  difunited  from  all  allies.  Whether  the  troops  of  HanOvcff 
will  aSfl  us  at  that  time,  I  cannot  determine.  Perhaps  in  the  de- 
flrudion  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  it  may  be  thought  expedient  t» 
f«:urc  a  more  raluable  and  important  country  by  a  timely  neutra- 
lity ;  but  if  we  have  any  auxiliaries  from  thence,  we  muft  then  oe- 
ceSarily  obtain  them  upon  cheaper  terms. 

If  our  ina&nty  in  the  European  (eas,  and  our  ill  fucceft  in  tbob 
€^  America  be,  as  it  is  generally  fufpe^d,  the  confequcnce  of  per- 
fidious  counfels,  and  [vivale  machinations ;  if  our  fleets  are  fent  oitf 
with  orders  to  mikt  no  attempt  againft  our  enemies,  or  our  admi- 
rals commanded  to  retreat  before  them ;  furely  no  higher  degree  of 
madnefs  can  be  imagined,  than  that  of  provoking  new  enemies 
before  we  have  experienced  a  change  of  counfels,  and  found  reaibtt 
to  place  in  our  minifters  and  ftatefmen  that  confidence  which  war 
abfolutely  requires. 

This  is  the  conduct,  my  Lords,  which  I  fliould  think  moft  nu 
ttonzl,  even  though  we  were  attacked  in  fome  of  our  real  rights, 
and  though  the  quarrel  about  which  we  were  debating  was  our  own  j 
I  Ihould  think  the  nearcft  danger  the  greateft,  and  Ihould  advife 
patience  under  foreign  infults,  till  we  bad  redrelTed  our  domefiic 
grievaiK«s }  till  we  had  driven  treachery  from  the  Court,  and  cor- 
ruption from  the  Senate.  But  much  more  proper  do  I  think  dus 
cond«£)^  when  we  arc  invited  only  to  engage  in  diftant  war,  in  « 
difpute  about  Ae  dominion  of  princes,  in  the  bowels  of  the  conti- 
nent; of  princei  of  whom  it  it  not  certun,  thu  we  Ihall  receive 
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citfaer  advmtage  or  (ecanty  from  tfaeir  greatnc^  or  that  we  (bould 
fufier  any  loft  or  injury  by  tbeir  fall. 

Bat,  my  Lords,  I  know  it  will  be  anfwered,  that  the  Qu'cea  of 
Hungary  bat  a  right  by  treaty  to  our  affiftaxice ;  and  that  in  becom- 
ing guaraoten  of  the  Pragmatic  Sandion,  we  engaged  to  fu{^rt 
ber  in  the  dominions  of  her  anceliors.  This,  my  Lords,  it  an  an- 
fwer  of  which  I  do  not  deny  the  juftneb,  and  of  which  I  will  not  attempt 
to  invalidate  the  Arcngth.  I  allow  that  fuch  a  ftipuUtioa  was  made, 
.  and  that  treaties  ought  to  be  obferved,  at  whatever  bazan),  with  un- 
violated  fatth.  It  has  been  indeed  objedcd,  that  many  nations  en- 
gaged with  us  in  the  lame  treaty,  wh*m  intereft  or  cowardice  have 
tocUned  to  negled  it ;  and  that  we  ought  not  to  become  the  fbn^ng 
ganrilbn  of  Europe,  or  to  defend  alone  thoTe  territories,  to  Uie  pre- 
fervation  of  which  fo  many  States  are  obliged  to  contribute  equally 
widi  ourfclves.  But  thii,  my  Lords,  appears  to  me  an  argument 
of  which  the  ill  confequencet  can  never  be  fully  dilcovered  ^  an  ar- 
gument which  dilToIvcs  all  the  obligations  of  contrads,  dcAroys  the 
ibundarion  of  moral  juftice,  and  lays  fociety  open  to  all  the  mifchicfs 
of  perfidy,  by  making  the  validity  of  oaths  and  contrafU  dependent 
upon  chance,  and  regulating  the  duties  of  one  man  by  the  conduit 
of  another.  I  pretend  not,  my  Lords,  to  long  experience,  and 
therefore  in  difcuffing  intricate  queftions,  may  be  cafily  miftaken. 
But  as  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  morality  is  feldom  difficulty  but 
when  it  is  clouded  with  an  intention  to  deceive  others  or  ourlclves, 
r  ihall  venture  to  declare  with  more  confidence,  that  in  proportion 
as  one  man  negleSt  his  duty,  another  is  more  ftriSIy  obliged  to 
prafijfe  his  own,  that  his  example  may  not  help  forward  the  general 
corruption,  and  that  thafc  who  are  injured  by  the  perfidy  of  others, 
may  from  his  fmcerity  have  a  profpci^  of  relief. 

I  believe  all  politics  that  are  not  founded  on  morality  will  be 
found  fdlacious  and  deftruftive,  if  not  immediately,  to  ihofe  who 
pra&fe  them;  yet  confequentially  by  their  general  tendency  to 
difturb  fociety,  and  weaken  thole  obligations  which  maintain  the 
order  of  the  world.  I  fhall  therefore  allow,  that  what  juflice  re- 
quires from  a  private  man,  becomes,  in  parallel  circumftancet,  the 
duty  of  a  nation ;  and  fliaU,  therefore,  never  advife  the  violation  of 
a  folemn  treaty.  The  flipulations  in  which  we  engaged,  when 
we  became  guaranteet  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanson,  are  doubtlels  to 
be  obferved i   and' it  it,  therefore,  one  of   the  flrongefi  objedioos 
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agwnft  DM'  meadres  which  we  are  now  purfuing,  thaC  vrt  fhajt  be 
j^^^ovs  at  a  greater  expcnce  than  fidelity  vrould  have  rmfuired, 
and  Aril  e^hmR  the  trtfafure  of  ttw  aatron  withoutaffiiUng  the  Quien 
■of  Iftjngary. 

'  To  expkwi  thk  tfferrion,  my  Lords,  it  is  necef&ty  to  *ake  a  view 
of  die  conllitution  of  the  German  body,  whidi  confifts  of  a  great 
:iMiiiAer  of  ftpaVate  gwetnmtnts  iiidependent  on  each  other,  but 
fubjod  ia  (bmtt  degree  to  the  Emperw  as  .the  general  head.  The 
fabjefis  of  each  Aate  are  govnmej  hy  dieir  prince,  and  owe  no  alle- 
giance to  any  other  foveneign ;  but  the  pi^ince  performs  homage  to 
-  the  Emperbf,  and  having  thereby  adcnowledgcd  himTelf  his  feudatory 
Or  dependent,  may  be  punl&ed  for  icbelUon  asainft-  trim.  The  ut£e 
of  the  Emperor,  and  confequently  bis  claim  to  this  allegiance,  and 
-tfieright  of  Iffuing  the  Ban  >gaPn(l  thole  who  jhal]  refufe  it,  ii  cotk- 
firmed  by  many  fotemn  acknowledgments  of  the  Diet,  and  amongft 
otfiers  by  the  graiit  of  a  pecuniary  aid ;  this  theprefent  Emperor  has 
tndifputably  received,  an  atdhafing  been  already  granted  hira  in  the 
Diet,  of  a  fubfidy  for  eighteen  months ;  and  therefbte  none  of  the 
troo^  of  Germany  ptn  now  be  employed  againft  him,  without  fub- 
jeding  die  prince  to  whom  they  belong  to  the  cen&irc  of  the  fiaa» 
a*  kind  of  civil  excommunication. 

To  what  purpofe  then,  my.Lords,  are  we  to  hii<e,  at  a  rate  never 
pud,  or  pertiapi  dbmanded-  before,  troops  which  canncrt  ferve  ut 
without  fiA^eftlag' their  prince  to  Ae  charge  of  rebellion !  Or  hov 
flvdl'Wt!  a«i4fie  (^Bcn  of  Hangary,  by  collecting  fbrcei  which  date 
not  kA  agtfttifl  the  only  enemy  which  fbe  has  now  to  fear  f  Or  in 
what  new  4ific()lQ«B  Ihall  we  be  engaged,  flionM  the  iaeftinahle  d». 
minions  oF  HinOver  be  fubjc&cd  to.the  imperial  interdiftion. 

Thefe,  my  I<ords,  are  qucftipiis  to  which,  I  hope*  we  flull  hejy; 
a  more  fatisfei^ory  anfwer  than  I  am  ^le  to  conceive ;  for>  indeed, 
I  do  not  fee  what  remains,  but  to  conOifs,  that  thefe  troops  are  hired 
ntSy  for  a  military  fhow,  to  amufe  this  nation  with  a  lal&  ai^>earance 
of  zeal  for  the  prelcrvation  of  Europe,  and  to  Increafe  the  treafures 
of  Hanover  tt  the  expence  of  firi'tatn. 

Tbefe-  are  defigns,  my  Lords,  which  no  man  will  avow,  and  yet 
iEbcfe  are  the  only  defigns  which  I  can  yet  difcoveri  and  therefore  I 
flnH  oppofe  all  the  meafuret  that  tend  to  their  execution.  If  the  heat 
of  indignation,  or  die  afpertty  of  refcntment,  or  the  wantornicft  of 
contempt  (are  belayed  nw  Uno  any  expreSoni  vowordiy  of  the 
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dignity  of  this  Houfe,  I  hope  they  will  be  forgiven  by  yourLordfliips; 
for  sny  odier  degree  of  freedom  I  Ihall  nuke  no  apoI^;y,  having,  as 
a  peer,  a  right  to  ddiTcr  my  opiuon,  and  as  a  Briton,  to  aflerc  die 
independence  of  my  native  country,  when  I  fee,  or  imagine  mytclf 
to  fer,  that  it  it  ignoimnioafly  and  Blc^Uy  fobje&ed  to  the  promotion 
of  the  petty  intereft  ttf  tfac  province  of  Hanover. 

Lord  Carterit  then  rofe  and  made  anfwcr  to  ()>e  ft^owiog 
eifeA  1 — My  Lords,  As  I  doubt  not  but  I  fluU  be  able  to  jattity  the 
meaCures  which  are  now  purfued,  in  (uch  a-  manner  as  may  cntitk 
them  to  die  approbation  of  year  Liordflufis,  I  propoted  to  bear  all  the 
ob^eftions  that  fhould  be  made,  before  I  attemptsd  a  vindicatioq, 
that  th«  debatt  might  be  fhortcncd,  and  that  the  a^uments  on  both 
ftdes  might  be  confidered  as  [Jaced  inthc  full  ftrengdi  of  eppolUi<»; 
and  that  it  might  be  difeerned  how  objedions,  however  fpecious  in 
themlelvet,  would  vanilh  before  the  light  ctf  reafon  and  truth. 

But  the  noble  Lord  has  hiade  it  neceflary  for  me  to  alter  my  defigo, 
by  a  rpeech  which  I  will  not  applaud,  bccaule  it  has,  io  my  opinion, 
an  ill  .tendency  ;  nor  cenfurel  bccaule  it  wanted  neither  the  jpteiidar 
of  eloquence,  nor  the  arts  of  realbmng ;  and  had  no  other  iek3t 
than  that  «Mch  mufl  always  be  produced  by  a  bad  caulc,  &Uacy  in 
the  arguments,  and  errors  in  die  aSerlions. 

This  fpeech  I  am  obliged  to  anfwer,  becaufe  his  Lordflup  has  been 
pleated  to  call  out  for  any  Lord  who  will  afleit,  that  the  Dutdi  have 
•greed  to  concur  with  us  in  affifling  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Tbtt 
all  the  provinces  of  that  republic  have  agreed  to  affift  us,  is  in(lqc4 
not  true ;  nor  do  I  know,  my  Lords,  by  whom  w  upon  what  aur 
diority  it  was  afleried ;  but  die  concurrence  of  the  pravince  of  Hol- 
land, the  moft  important  of  all,  and  iriiofe  example  the  reft  feldoai 
delay  to  follow,  has  been  obcuned,  which  it  fufficient  to  enconnge 
us  to  vigorous  rcTdutions,  by  which  the  reft  may  be  animated  to  4 
fpeedy  compliance. 

The  concurrence  of  this  province  has  been  already  Ibe  contequence 
of  the  meafures  which  have  been  lately  purfued ;  meaTures  from  which, 
though  juft  and  fuccefsful,  the  mtniftry  cannot  claim  muchappbuife; 
becaufe  alt  choice  was  denied,  and  they  were  obliged  either  toremain 
palEve  fpe£btors  of  the  ruin  of  Europe,  and,  by  contequence,  of 
Britain,  Or  to  do  what  they  have  done.  And  furdy,  my  L«ds, 
that  necellity  which  deprives  them  of  all  claim  to  panegyric,  will  be 
likewife  a  fufficicnt  fecurity  from  cenfure.  There  is,  indeed,  ao  icafbn 
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•to  felr  tfedlure  from  judges  (o  cftndid  and  experienced  ai  your  Lord- 
fltipa,  to  whom  it  may  without  difficulty  be  proved,  th>t  the  balinc« 
of  Eurt^  has  alreidy  chained  its  poficion,  and  the  Houre.  of  Bourbon 
ii  now  not  able  to  preponderate  againfl  the  other  poweri. 

By  entering  into  an  alliance  with  Sardinia,  wc  have  taken  from 
the  crown  of  Spain  all  the  weight  of  the  territories  of  Inly,  of 
which  the.  AuHrian  forces  are  now  in  poneffion,  without  fear  or 
danger  of  being  interrupted ;  while  the  pafles  of  the  oceaii  are  fliut 
by  the  fleets  of  Briuio,  and  thofe  of  the  mountains  by  the  troops  oif 
Sardinia. 

ThoC;  unhappy  forces  which  were  tranfported  by  the  SpaniQi  fleet, 
are  not  only  loft  to  their  native  country,  but  cxpofed  without  prc^ 
vifion,  without  ammunition,  without  retreat,  and  without  hope; 
nor  can  any  human  profpedl  difcover  how  they  can  efcape  defbuftion, 
either  by  the-latigue  of  marches,  or  the  want  of  neccfiaries,  or  the 
fuperior  force  of  an  army  well  fupplied  and  elated  with  fuccefs. 

.This,  my  Lords,  is  an  cmbarrafTment  from  which  the  Spaniards 
would  gladly  be  freed  at  any  expence,  from  which  they  would  bribe 
us  to  relieve  them,  by  permitting  the  demolition  of  new  fortrefles, 
or  reftoring  the  army  which  we  loft  at  Carthagena. 

Of  this  alliance  the  Quetn  of  Hungary  already  'finds  the  advan- 
tage, as  it  preTervcs  countries  in  her  poflcffion,  which  if  once  bft, 
it  might  be  impoffible  to  recover ;  and  fets  her  free  froai  the  neceffity 
of  dividing  her  army  for  the  protc£Uon  of  diHant  territories. 

Tbus,  my  I>ord5,  the  Spaniards  are  obftruSed  and  diftruftcd  ;  of 
dieir  armies,  one  is  condemned  to  wafte  away  at  the  feet  of  impalTable 
mountains,  only  to  hear  of  the  dellruftion  of  their  countrymen  whom 
they  are  endeavouring  to  relieve,  and  the  Fftablifhmont  of  peace  in 
thcfe  regions  'o(  which  they  had  projected  the  conqueft ;  and  the  other, 
yet  more  unfortunate,  has  been  fuccefsfully  tranfported,  only  to  fee 
iliat  fleet  which  permitted  their  pafliage  preclude  their  fupplies,  and 
binder  their  retreat. 

Nor  do  we,  my  Lords,  after  having  thus  efficacioufly  oppoled  one 
of  the  princes  of  the  Houfc  of  Bourbon,  fear  or  ihun  the  refentntent 
(rf^ die  other}  we  doubt  not  to  Ibew,  that  Britain  is  Ml  able  to  retard 
tfae  arms  of  the  haughty  French,  and  to  drive  them  bacic  from  the 
invasion  of  other  kingdoms  to  the  defence  of  tbcir  own,  T-be  time 
ii  at  band,  my  Lords,  in  which  it  will  appear,  that  however  the 
power  <tf  France  has  been  exaggerated,  with  whatever  fcrvility  her 
U  %  protc£t(oa 
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^protection  bas'  been  courted.  And  with  whatever  meaimels  her  iofiik 
^nce  has  been  bgrnc,  this  nation  has  not  yet  loft  its  influence  «t  itt 
ilrength,  that  it  is  yet  able  to  ffll  the  continent  with  annics,  to  afford 
protei5tion  to  its  allies,  and  flrike  terror  into  tho&  who  hare  hitherto 
trampded  under  foot  the  &ith  of  treaties  and  rights  of  Sororrigns, 
and  ranged  over  the  dominions  of  the  neighbouring  priiKeta  wMi  tht 
JKurity  of  lawful  polleflbrs,  and  the  pride  of  conquerors. 

It  has  b«cn  obje^d  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  this  change  is  not  lo 
be  cxpeded  from  an  army  comp^ed  of  auxiliary  troops  fo>m  any  of 
the  provinces  of  the  German  empire,  becaufe  they  cannot  a£l  againft 
the  genera]  head.  I  can  eafily,  my  Lords,  folve  this  difficulty,  from 
-my  long  acquaintance  with  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  which  I 
underftood  before  the  noble  Lord,  who  has  enteruined  you  with  a 
difcourfe  upon  it,  was  in  being ;  but  I  will  not  engrofs  your  time, 
or  retard  your  determination  by  a  fuperfluous  difquifition,  which  nuf 
be  now  fafely  omitted  ;  fmce  I  am  allowed  by  his  Majcfly  to  afliirc 
your  Lord&ips,  that  the  HelBaji  and  Hanoverian  troops  fliall  be  em- 
ployed in  affifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  that  they  have  already 
received  orders  to  cuke  the  preparations  neccfGiry  (at  marching  into 
the  empire. 

,  After  this  declaration,  my  Lords,  the  moft  formidable  obje£tion 
againfi  the  preCent  steafures  will,  I  hope,  be  no  more  heard  in  diis 
debate ;  for  it  will  be  by  no  means  proper  for  any  Lord  to  retKw  it 
by  enquiring,  whether  his  Majcfty's  refolution  is  not  a  breach  ct  tfacf 
imperial  coiiftitution,  or  whether  it  will  not  expole  his  de£tora]  do- 
miniooi  to  danger.  For  it  is  not  our  province  to  judge  of  tlie  laws 
n£  other  nations,  to  examine  when  they  are  violated,  or  to  enforce 
the  obfervatioD  of  them ;  nor  is  it  neceflary,  Cnce  the  intarefts  of 
firitaia.and  Hanover  are  irreconcileaUy  oppofite,  to  endeavour  ds 
pre&rvauon  of  dominions  which  their  owa  Sovereign  is  ioctiiied  ta 
hazard. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  hope  it  appears,  that  ^e  common  interefl  erf" 
Britain  and  £urc^  is  fteadily  purfued ;  that  the  Spaniards  fcA  the 
efk&s  of  a  war  with  Bcitain  by  dieir  diftre6  and  e.-nbarraSnent ;  that 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  dilcovers,  that  the  ancient  allies  of  har  famJUf 
have  no:  deferted  her ;  and  diat  France,  amidft  her  boafis  tni  Jrtr 
projects,  perceives  the  determiiKd  oppgfers  <^  her  gnmdew  i^ta 
letting  her  at  defiaace. 
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.  The  Ddu  of  BxDPOfttt  ipoke  to  the  followifig  tfieA:— Mjf 
Lordsi'The  afTurance  which  the  noUe  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  declares 
ftiia&lf  to  have  conceired  of  being  able  to  demonftrate  the  propriety 
«f  tlw  pcefent  meafures,  louft  Airely  arife  from  Tome  intelligence  whicb 
hM  been  hitherto  fuppreiled,  or  feme  knowledge  of  future  events 
pectJiar  to  himfclf ;  for  I  cannot  difcover  any  force  in  the  ai^uments 
wUeh  he  lus  been  pleated  to  u(t,  that  could  produce  in  him  fudt 
confidence  of  fuccefs,  nor  any  circumftances  in  the  prefent  appear- 
ance of  Europe,  Uiat  do  not  feem  to  demand  a  different  condu<5t. 

The  realbaaUenefs  of  our  meafures  at  this  time,  at  at  all  others, 
nuft  be  evinced  by  arguments  drawn  from  an  attentive  review  of  the 
^tf  of  our  own  country,  compared  with  that  of  the  neighbourii^ 
nations  i  f«  no  man  will  deny,  that  thofe  methods  of  proceeding 
Vfbich  arc  at  one  time  uJcfiil,  may  at  another  be  pernicious ;  and  that 
«dier  a  gradual  rotation  of  power,  or  a  cafual  variation  of  intcreA, 
may  very  properly  produce  changes  in  the  counfels  of  the  mofl  flcaiy 
Mid  vigocous  admiiiillration. 

It  is  therefore  proper,  in  the  examination  of  this  queftion,  to  coo' 
fider  what  is  the  ftate  of  our  own  nation,  and  what  is  to  be  hoped  or 
feared  from  the  condition  of  thofe  ldngdom^  which  are  moft  enabled 
'  by  their  Ctuation  to  benefit  or  to  hurt  us :  and  in  enquiry,  my  Lords, 
M  enquiry  that  can  give  little  pleafure  to  an  honejl  and  benevolent 
raiiid,  it  immediately  occurs,  that  we  are  a  nation  exhaufted  by  a  long 
war,  and  impoveriihetl  by  the  diminution  of  our  commerce;  and 
the  refidty  thewfors,  of  this  fuft  cooiidcratton  is,  that  thofe  meafures 
Me  moft  eligible  which  are  moft  frugal  j  and  that  to  wafte  the  public 
traafiwe  in  iinnecelEifyexpeaces,  or  to  load  the  people  with  new  taxes 
only  to  display  a  mocJGery  of  war  on  the  continent  or  to  amufe  our- 
felves,  ouE  allies,  or  our  enemies,  with  the  idle  oftentation  of  un- 
jKcdlary  numbers,  is  to  drain  from  the  nation  the  laft  remains  of 
it»  ancient  vigour,  infiead  of  affiftiag  it*  recovery  from  its  prefcnt 
lasguors. 

But  money,  however  valuable,  however  necelTary,  has  fometimes 
been  imprudently  and  unleafonably  fpared ;  and  an  ill-timed  paifi- 
iB<Niy  has  been  knows  to  haftea  calamities,  by  which  thofe  have  been 
dqirived  of  all.  who  would  not  endcavoor  to  preferve  it  by  the  lofs  of 
fitt.  Jtis  thessfoK  to  be  conlidcred,  whether  meafures  le&  expen- 
fiva  wwld  PDt  have  been  more  dang^ous}  and  whether  we  have  not^ 
hy  hiting  foreign  uoops,  though  at  a  very  high  rate,  at  a  rate  which 
U  3  .-,      would 

I      ,;<,i:..,C-.OOglC 


294  D    I    B    A   T    E      O   M  .      [iSB.  1. 

would  htve  been  demanded  from  no  odier  ottion,   puichafed  aa 
exemption  from  diftreilcs,  infults,  and  invaTwris. 

The  only  nations,  my  Lords,  whom  we  have  any  realbn  to  TuTpeA 
of  a  defign  to  invade  us,  or  that  Hare  power  to  pitt  any  (vsk  defign 
in  execution,  arc  well  known  to  be  ^  French  and  Spaniards ;  fnam 
thefe,  indeed,  it  may  juAly  be  expeded,  (bat  diey  will  omit  no  of^- 
tunityof  gratifying  that  hatred  which  di&rence  of  religion  and  con- 
trariety of  intcrcft  cannot  tail  tp  continue  from  age  to  age ;  and 
therefore  we  ought  never  to  imagine  ourfelvcs  lafi^  while  it  it  in  theic 
power  to  endanger  us.  But  of  the^  two  nations,  my  Lords,  tbeonc 
is  already  difarmed  by  the  navies  of  Britain,  wliicb  confine  her  fleets 
to  their  harbours,  and,  as  we  have  been  juft  now  informed,  pre- 
clude her  armies  from  fupplies :  the  other  is  without  a  fleet  abk  to 
ttanlport  an  army,  her  troops  are  difpeifed  in  difierent  countries, 
and  her  trcafures  exhaufted  by  expeditions  or  negotiations  equally 
expensive. 

There  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  no  danger  of  an  invafion,  even 
though  we  had  no  ibrcea  by  which  it  could  be  oppofed  t  but  much 
lefi  is  it  to  be  feared,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  the  fea  is  covered 
with  our  fhips  of  wv,  and  that  all  the  coafts  trf'  Europe  are  awed  and 
alarmed  by  the  navies  of  Britain. 

This  then,  my  Lords,  is  furely  the  time,  whei;  we  ought  not  to 
have  facrificed  any  immediate  and.  apparent  interefl  to  the  fear  of 
attemnts  from  Spain  6r  France,  when  we  might  witboi^t  danpr  have 
affifted  our  allies  with  our  national  tro<^,  and  have  fpared  that  mpoey 
which  we  have  fo  laviflity  beAowqd  upon  auxiliaries  (  when  we  might 
fecurely  have  fliewn  the  powers  of  die  contitwnt  how  much  the 
Britilh  valour  is  yet  to  be  feared,  and  how  little  our  late  \ottes  or 
difgraces  ure,  to  be  imputed  to  the  decline  <^  our  courage  or  our 
ftrength. 

I  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  no  tain  will  confefs,  that  foreign  troops  have 
been  hired  as  more  to  be  truftcd  for  their  fkill  or  bravery  than  our 
own.  To  di(pote  the  palm  of  courage  with  any  nation  would  be  « 
reproach  to  the  Britifh  name ;  and  if  our  tbldiers  arc  not  at  fcan 
equally  difciplincd-with  thofc  of  other  countries,  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  taxes  have  been  long  paid  to  little  purpofe,  that  the  glitter  of  r^ 
views  has  been  juftly  ridiculed  as  an  empty  fhow,  and  diat  we  hare 
iong  been  flattered  by  our  minifters  and  generals  with  falfe  fecurity. 

But 
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But  6i«ngb  I  am  far  from  betieving,  H»t  tbe  armjr  has  been  fup- 
ported  only  for  the  dcEvnce  of  our  country  ;  apd  though  I  know,  that 
ttwir  officer*  are  fiequentlj  engaged  in  employments  more  important 
ia  dte  ofHdion  ci  their  direaors,  than  diat  of  regulatii^  the  difcipline 
of  tbeir  reghnsnu,  and  teaching  die  ufe  of  arm*  and  the  fclence  of 
warj  yet,  as  I  believe  the  courage  <ii  Britons  fuch  as  may  often  fup- 
plydie  want  of  Ikill,  I  cannot  but  conclude,  that  they  arc  at  Ica^  as 
formidable  as  the  troops  of  other  countries,  cfpecially  when  1  remem- 
kr,  thtt  tbey  enter  the  field  incited  and  fuppbrted  by  the  reputation 
of  their  country. 

Whyifaen,. my  Lords,  is  the  nation  contemned  to  fupport  at  once 
a  double  burthen,  to  pay  at  home  an  army  which  can  be  of  no  ofe,' 
and  to  hire  aoxUiaries,  perhaps,  equally  una^ve  j  to  make  war,  if 
uy  war  be  intended,  at  an  unneceflaryei^nce,  and  to  pay,  at  osce* 
a  flaet  which  tinly  floats  upon  the  "ocean,  an  army  which  only  awes ' 
ike  villages  from  which  it  is  fupportcd,  and  a  body  of  mercenaries, 
of  which  no  man  can  yet  conje^te  wUb  what  defign  they  have 
been  retained. 

That  they  are  intended  for  the  fupport  of  tbe  Queen  of  Hungary 
has  been,  indeed,  aflcrtcd ;  and  this  coatraA  has  been  jHoduccd  as  an 
influice  of  the  eeal  of  our  miniflers  for  the  aflcftion  of  die  Pragmatic 
SaafUoo,  the  prcfervation  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  fup- 
preffipn  of  the  ao^idous  cnterprizcs  of  tbe  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  but 
fnrdy,  my  Lords,  bad  tbe  aAflance  of  that  illuRrious  Princefs  been 
their  Ible  or  principal  intention,  had  they  in  reality  dedicated  tbe 
iiim  iriiich  is  to  be  received  by  tbe  troops  <^  Hanover,  to  the  facred 
cwife  of  public  faith  and  uoiverTal  liberty,  they  might  have  found 
meriwds  ai  promoting  it  much  more  efficacioully  at  no  greater  ex- 
pcace.  Had  they  remitted  that  moiKy  to  tbe  Q^ieen,  (he  would 
bsve  b^n  enabled  to  call  nations  to  her  ftandard,  to  fill  the  plains  of 
Gcmiaoy  with  the  blH^ly  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  and  the  deferts, 
and  have  deluged  the  empire  of  France  with  multitudes  equally  daring 
and  rapacious,  who  would  have  de&end^d  upon  a  fruitful  country  like 
viJtures  im  tbeir  pr^y,  and  have  laid  tbofe  provinces  in  ruin  which 
XMMr  fiaile  at  tbe  deyaftation  (tf  neigMtowing  countries,  fecure  in  the 
pnn»aico  of  their  mighty  monarch. 

Bjdusmeibodofcarryingoa  the  war,  we  might  have  fecured  our 

ally  fnm  danger  v^uch  I  cannot  but  dunk  imminent  and  formidable, 

should  it  feemt  at  prefent  not  to  be  feared.    By  fo  large  an  addition 

P  4  w 


09^  DEBATIOH  "    {§»*  Xi 

to  her  troopa,  flir  woh14  htn  been  etublcd  to  frvftnts  tbcrfe  defi^ts, 
which  her  fuccefs  may  incline  the  King  of  Pniffiatb  form  againftkri 
for  with  whatever  tran(|uillity  he  may  ttov  feem  to  look  upon  tlii» 
general  commotion,  his  conduA  gives  us  no  rcafim  to  imagine,  Aat 
he  has  changed  his  maxims  that  he  is  now  forgetful,  or  n^Ugrnt 
of  his  own  inlereft,  or  that  he  will  not  ihatch  the  firft  sppoctuoi^- 
of  aggrandizing  hioffelf  by  new  pretcnfioos  to  the  Qtwcn  of  Hbbi 
gwy's  dominions. 

At  Icaft,  my  Lords,  it  may  without  fcruple  be  a&rted,  that  tin 
liopcs  which  fomc  cither  form  or  aftcft  of  engaging  bim  in  a  coo* 
fcderacy  for  the  fupporc  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanflion,  are  merely 
chimerical.  He  who  has  hitherto  confidcrcd  no  uuereftbuthia  owK^ 
ha  wba  has  perhaps  endangered  himfelf  by  attempting  to  weaken  Ac 
qnlypower  to  ndiidi  he,  as  well  as  the  other  princes  of  the  anytn^ 
can  have  rccouric  for  protc^on  from  the  ambitton  of  Fratwe,  and 
has  therefore  broken  the  rules  of  policy  only  to  gratify  a  favouriai- 
paffion,  will  fcarcely  concur  Jn  the  exaltation  <tf  tbat.6lmi1y  iiU(^ 
be  has  fo  lately  endeavoured  to  deprcfs,  and  which  he  bas  fo  madt. 
cvafperateJ  againft  him.  If.  be  is  tt  length,  my  Lords,  alarmed  at 
the  ambition  of  the  Houfe  of  fiotirbon,  and  has  learned  not  te  bdlU 
rate  thofe  defignS'i^ncb  are  in  reality  formed  againft  himfetf,  it  can* 
not  be  doubted,  that  he  looks  ifrith  equd  ftsar  on  the  Houfe  of  Auflm, 
that  he  knows  bis  fafety  to  confift  only  in  die  wesAuidls  of  bodi,  and. 
diat  in  any  conteft  between  them,  the  utmoft  that  can  be  hopnl  fron 
him  is  neutrality. 

But,  my  Lords,  he  whofe  fecurity  depends  only  on  a  fti|^>afitianf 
that  men  will  not  deviate  from  right  reafon  or  true  policy,  is  in  i  ftMQ 
which  can  afford  bim  very  little  tran^iuillity  ar  confidence :  whfltevir 
is  Reccl&rily  to  be  preferved,  ought  to  be  defended,  n«totily-fi»H|. 
certain  and  conftant  danger,  but  from  cafual  and  poffibte  iBJwie* ; 
and  amongfl  the  reft,  from  thofe  which  may  proceed  frtMn  the  ano- 
bility  of  will,  or  the  depravation  of  underflanding ;  nwfltall  yn  &&• 
ciently  cftabli/h  the  Houfe  ol^  Auftna,'if  we  leave  it  liable  to  be  Aaken 
whenc\iT  the.  King  of  Pruffia  fha|l9lcel  hie  avbiaon  re-ktwIM,  c* 
his  malevolence  excited  -,  we  mtift  not  leave  it  depsndeiK  on  th* 
friendfhip  or  policy  of  the  neighbouring  "powers,  1)Kt  vnA  -aaU»  it 
once  more  to  awe  the  empire,  and  ftt  It  dcfvKcv  tw  nulicv  cf  Is 
(n^mies. 
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-.  Thn,  mf  Lordt^  m^ht  bava  been  doac  b;  a  Ubanl  (Ubridy,  bj 
wUdianaiesniigbthavs  beoi levied*  garrifsni BAabUfaed^  indcitiM 
fiwtified  i  and  why  zay  other  method  wa»  piirfaed,  what  reafon  can 
be  affigned  ?  What,  but  an  inclination  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  t 
cantemptibie  province,  and  to  dsclit  witii  tlie  plunder  of  Bfittiii  th« 
rieaDrate  of  Hanover  f 

It  has  been  ijifpc^d,  in7Lor^Sf,(norfaasAefufpiaon  been  frith* 
out  fonndaticm)  tiiat  our  mealures  bave  tong  been  regulated  by  dio 
iMereft  of  hii  Majcfty's  cle<£toral  teniffitiesi  thefe  have  been  lonf 
coDJidcred  at  a  gulpli  into  which  the  Ucalures  of  this  nation  haw 
bceu  thrown ;  and  it  has  been  obfervcda  that  the  fUtji  <^  the  country 
ha*,  fince  the  ^cceffivn  of  its  pllncc^  t9  .this  throne,  been  changed 
without  any  vifiUe-  cauls  ;  affiuen«  has  begun  to  wanton  in  dielr 
ttwnij  and  gold  to  glitter  in  their  cottages,  without  the  difcovery  of 
punes,  or  the  incraab  of  their  trade ;  and  new  doimiiuons  have  beea 
pwchaftd,  ai  w^iicb  it  can  kaxitdj.  be  iniagiaed,  that  tb<  value  was 
paid  out  of  the- revenues  of  Hanover. 

.  This,  my  Lords,  is  unpopular,  iUegfil,aad.uniuft}  yettlMsmi^ 
be  borne,  in  conJideratiAa  of  gnat  advant^s^  of  the  prote^toitof 
our  teadcj  and  the  fiivipoft  «f  our  hegour.  But  there  are  men  who. 
dace  to  vhiJpcr,  and  who,  perhaps,  if  their  fulpiciona  receive  luiv 
cDafirmaiioDr  wiU  publicly  decU»,  that  for  the  prefcrvation  of  Hano- 
ver, our  commerce  hat  been  negleiEled,  and  .our  honour  impajted  i 
6tm.tx>  facurc  Hanover  from  iovafnn,  the  Houfc  of  Bourbon  has  been 
cotutttd,.  asd  the  family  of  iUiflria  cmbanailed  and  depre&d.  The^ 
■anaffitrt,.  without  hefitation,  that  when,  we  entered  into  a  league 
with  France  againft  the  £mperoc  and-the  Spaniards,  in  the  reign  of 
the  late  £mperor,  ito  part  of  die  Biitilh  dominioo)  were  in  danger  ( 
ml.thsC  the  alarm  which  was  cai&d  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  me»- 
fues  to  coairary  to  ^oft  which  fornwr  agp»  had  purfued,  was  a.fi£H- 
tious  detefeiUei  artifice  of  wlcl(cd  policy,  by  whkh  Britain  w^  en* 
n§eA  >n  the  defence  of  dominions  to  which  we  owe  w  regard,  as 
we  iMi  leceiTe  no  real  advanage  fioqa  them. 
,  k  wfere  te-  be  wrfbo),  that  iK>  late  iafiance  couid  be  pioduced  of 
pwaJMJt  argtilrtrH- by  the  fame  priaci^st  and  that  this  fhameful,  thi» 
pemiciouipartiahty.'faad  been  imvMdhllfr allowed  te'havc  ceefcd  with. 
^  bia  j^n ;  but  it  hm  aawt  yet  been  fluvtn,  that  die  )ai«  neut 
tfah^,  by  whialuHaaoiia:  mpEdcmdv  did  notjeflrain  the  ar«l> 
0^3^(811).;  oaf  wtfen  if  tfifl'W«»  *Suif  why  the  Spaniel  apsy  «a&» 
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when  within  mch  of  ths  ctnnM  of  the  firitifli  narfi  peueab^ 
tranrported  to  Itily,  has  any  other  reafcMi  been  aCgned,-  thao  dwc  ■ 
tbe  uan^rtfl  could  not  be  deftroyed  without  a  breach  of  die  ocutiili^ 
erf  Hanover  i 

This,  my  Lords,  it  a  fulled  on  which  1  could  hsre  only  beta  in* 
duced  to  dwell,  by  my  zeal  for  the  prefent  ettabli&men^  and  my  per. . 
tmai  aHe^Hon  for  hit  Majefty.  It  is  univerfidly  allowed,  that  oot 
only  the  honour  and  pro^rity,  but  the  lafety  ef  a  Britiai  meoarch, 
depends  upon  the  affeSion  oF  his  (ubje£b  -,  and  that  neither  fykoiii 
levees,  nor  large  revenues,  nor  ftanding  aniues,  can  &cur  his  bap-  • 
pinels  or  his  power  any  longei  than  the  people  arc  convinced  of  his 
tendernefs  and  regard,  of  his  attention  to  their  cocnpIaiDts,  and  his 
seal  for  their  interefl.  If  therefore  it  ibould  ever  be  geneially  be* 
Ueved>  that  our  King  con&der*  this  nation  only  m  appcndent  to  his 
dedoral  dominions,  that  he  promotes  tbe  inteicft  of  hii  former  fi^ 
je£lt  at  the  expencc  of  thof*  by  whwn  he  has  been  exalted  to  dus 
awful  throne,  ^nd  that  our  eominerce,  our  treaAues,  and  our  lives, 
are  ^crificed  tp  the  &fety,  or  to  (be  enlai^meot  o(  diftant  taritncics, 
what  can  be  expeded  f  What  but  murmurs,  dtfi^dion,  and  diftmft* 
sod  their  natural  confequ«tccs,  infurre^on  and  refadlion  i  abtSHoa  ■ 
of  which  no  man  can  forefee  die  event,  and  by  Much  that  man  may 
perhaps  be  placed  upon  the  throne,  whom  we  bav«  fo  wifely  axAtaAej 
and  fo  fideninly  abjured. 

Of  this  nnreafbnaUe  regard  to  the  intereft  of  Hanover,  the  con*  ' 
traA  which  we  are  now  conlidering  exhibits,  if  not  a  proof  too  a^ 
parent  to  be  denied,  yet  f!»cb  an  appearance  as  we  ought  for  oor  own 
frkes  and  that  of  his  Majefty  to  obriate ;  and  therefore  I  think  the 
Addrefi  which  is  now  propoied  in  tbe  higheft  degree  reafiuiaUej  and 
am  convinced,  Hiat  by  complying  with  our  requeft,  his  Majefty  wiSi  ■ 
regain  the  ^eAiont  of  many  of  his  fubje^te,  whom  a  loi^  tnia  of 
peinidous  mcaAires  have  filled  with  difcontetft ;  and  preferve  the . 
loyalty  of  many  others,  who,  by  artftil  reprefenudont  of  d)e  q^k* 
and  conlequences  of  this  contra<^  may  be  alienated  and  pervetted. 

Lord  Bathitrst  replied  to  the  following  purport  :-F>My  Lorde» 
As  I  have  noreafon  to  doubt  of  the  noble  Duke's  aSaddom  to  dw 
prefent  royal  family,  lamconvinced,  that  tbe  ardourofhiscxprefions 
is-the  efiect  of  iM'zoil,  and  that  the  force  of  hiir^KCfentations  pca> 
coeds  only 'from  the  ftrength  of.hiB.coa?idiont  andtbodore  lam 
br  tron  inundinj  to  ccnlure  any  accidental  negligeoce  of  langwife^ 

_^  or 
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or  %tvf  feeming  afperity  of  fcntiment.  I  "know,  that  tbe  ^nncft  and 
dimity  of  mind  i)^ich  bas  incittd  htm  to  declare  his  ofniiioti  mth  Co 
mudi  freedom,  will  induce  him  likewife  to  retrad  it,  when  he  (halt  be 
convinced,  that  he  has  been  deceived  by  hik  reprefentadoiUi  or  that 
he  has  formed  his  concluiions  too  hafitl}')  without- ao  attentive  exa- 
mination of  the  qucftion  in  in  whcrie  extent, 

I  Ihall,  therefore,  endeavour  to  explain  the  motives  upon  wfaidi  all 
tfaefe  measures  have  been  formed  which  we  have  heard  fo  warmly 
cenfured  t  and  fliew,  that  they  were  the  confequences  not  of  hafte 
and  negligence,  but  of  vigilance  and  circumfpe£tion ;  that  they  weie 
formed  upon  a  deliberate  Airrcy  of  tbe  complicated  inttrefts  of  tbe 
European  powers,  and  difbitcd  not  by  a -partiality  to  Hanover,  but  a 
futbful  attention  to  the  intereft  of  Britain. 

It  bas  been  already  obfervcd  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  diere  was  no 
choice  allowed  us ;  that  tbe  flate  of  Europe  required,  diat  we  fliouU 
not  iit  una^ve ;  and  that  yet  there  was  no  other  method  of  a&n^ 
by  which  we  could  benefit  our  allies,  or  injure  our  enemies ;  and  that 
tberrfbre,  though  our  interpoAtion  had  not  produced  all  the  efie& 
iriiicb  our  zeal  might  Incline  us  to  wifli,  yet  our  condui3  ought  not 
to  be  condemned  ;  becaufe,  though  we  did  not  prcfs  forward  through 
tbe  neareft  path  to  the  great  obje^  of  our  purfuit,  we  exerted  our 
trtmofl  fpeed  in  the  only  way  that  was  left  <^n.  This,  my  Lords, 
jt,  in  my  o|nnion,  a  very  juft  apology ;  nor  do  I  fee,  that  this  vindi* 
cation  can  be  confuted  or  invalidated  otherwifc  than  by  (facmng,  that 
fbsie  ^fierent  meafurcs,  meafures  equally  rcafonable,  were  equally  in 
our  power. 

BuE.becaufe  the  plea  of  neceSity  may  perhaps  be  evaded ;  and  be- 
taufe  it  is  at  leaft  pleafing  to  dilcover,  that  what  was  neceflary  was 
likewife  convenient,  I  fliatl  endeavour  to  Ihow,  that  our  meafures 
bave  produced  already  fuch  eile^  as  have  fufficiently  rewarded  our 
expenccs ;  and  that  we  may  yet  rearonzbiy  hc^,  that  greater  advan- 
tages wiil  arife  from  them.  ^ 

There  are,  indcjcd,  fome  whom  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  ^sfy,  fome 
who  declare  not  againfl  the  manner  in  which  the  war  is  prc^ecuted, 
but  againft  the  war  itfelf;  who  think  the  power  of  France  too  forftii- 
daUe  to  be  oppofcd,  and  the  firitilh  people  too  much  cxhsufted  or 
ftxmtti  to  hold  any  longer  (he  balance  of  the  continent. 

1  have  indeed,  my  Lords,  always  declared  myfelf  of  a  difTeient 
t^nion,  and  have  frequently  eode^oured  to  rwie  othen  from  a  Jciiid 
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4f  isMeiit  i^pdt  and  taowac^uiefeence  in  the  atcempts  of  the  Frmcb* 
by  irpMfantarioiii  t^ttte  wcahh  and  force,  the  influence  «nd  alliances 
«tf  (htf  owtr  nation.  I  have  often  aiTcrtcd,  that  I  did  not  iovht  but 
bar  coiK)iH!fls  might  be  Itopped  by  Tigoious  oppoJitioti,  and  that  the 
MvniC  ii  bCE.  power  which  had  by  artificial  macbines  of  policy  beea 
lailed  higher  than  its  fourcc,  would  fubfide  and  ftagnate,  when  its 
dourb  was  no  l<»ign  affifted  by  cowardice,  an4  its  way  levelled  hy 
MnniflioDi 

Thejii,  my  Lords,  were  my  fsntiments,  and  Ais  was  my  lai^iiage 
at  a  time,  when  all  the  powers  of  Europe  coiiTpired  to  flatter  tba 
fride'  of  France  by  falling  at  her  fiiet,  when  hci'  nod  was  IbUdtoully 
watched  by  all  the  princes  of  the  empire,  when  there  was  no  fafety 
but  by  her  protei^on,  nor  any  enterprife  but  by  her  pcrmiffioa ;  wheo 
IMt  waalfh  inAuenced  the  couocils  of  nations^  when  war  was  de* 
cUicd  at  har  command  in  the  rcmotefl  coroecs  of  Europe,  and  everr 
conteft  wa&  iubnkled  to  her  arbitration. 

Even  at  this  time,  my  Lords,  was  I  fuffici«ntly  confident  €i  the 
fewer  oS  nly  own  country^  to  fet  at  deiiance  in  my  own  mind  this 
(inanticit  ftate.  I  coiifidered  all  additioi^  to  its  greatnefs  rather  ag 
the  lumolif  of  difeafe  than  the  footings  of  vigour,  and  thought  that 
i|a  rlerves  grew  weaker  as  its  corpulence  increafed.  Of  my  own 
patioif  I  btw,  that  neither  its  .numbers  nor  its  courage  were  diini- 
oiftrtd,  J  bad  no  reafon  to-  bdieve  our  foldiers  or  our  failors  le&  brave  ■ 
than  iheir  Others;  and  therefore  imagificd,  that  whenever  tbey 
fliould  be  led  out  againil  the  dme  enemies  tbey  would  fight  will)  iba 
fame  fuperiority  and  the  fame  fuccefs. 

fibt  for  thefe  hopes,  my  Lords,  I  was  fbmctimes  pitied  by  tbofe 
who  thought  themfelves  better  acquaintcfd  with  the  ftate  of  Europe 
than  my£:lf,  and  fometimes  ridiculed  by  thofe  who  had  been  lu^  >c- 
(iiiff*mcd  to  deprefs-  their  own  country,  and  to  reprefcnt  Britain  at 
oi^y  the  flisdow  of  what  it  once  was ;  to  deride  Our  armies  and  our 
fleets,  and  defcribe  us  impoverifhed  and  corrupted,  fuidt  into 
(ownrdice,  and  delighted  with  Ikvery. 

Tha  my  opinion  i&  now  likely  to  be  juflified,  and  that  tbofe  nfao 
have  hitherto  {o  conhdently  oppofcd  me  will  foon  be  obliged  to  ac^ 
)cn6vrie(%e  their  mi{take,isof  veryfmall  hnporUnce;  iKir  is  my  felf- 
love  fo  predomirfant  as  to  ineliiie  me  to  reckon  the  codiniiatiaB«f 
vay  predi^rons,  or  thd  vindication  of  my  Cigtcity  amodg  the  facndtts 
'  whkb  we  are  now  about  to  recetfc*    Wc:  fu«  bow  Cmb  to  be  con- 

■    vinced 
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TinocddtfltFrWiTC  it  not  irrefiftaUe,  nor  irrvaftllde  toBeitMn.  |W 
are  now  to  fee  the  embroilers  of  the  untvctfe  tttfaa^td  ia  their' vita 
fcbetncB,  knd  tlic'depopulatoi?  of  k'mgdotna  deftroyed  rn  ttwTe  iieldi 
-vAich  they  have  (b  wantonly  lalcl  wafte.  We  1h^  fee  jttftiw'  Hi- 
(impant  over  oppreflton,  and  infotence  trampled  hytliol*  wtkon  Ak 
has  dcrpifed.  We  {hall  fee  the  powers  of  Europe  once  more  ekiualljr 
balanced,  and  the  balance  plated  ttgnin  in  the  handa  of  Britaia. 

If  it  be  required  upon  what  events  thefe  expectations  are  foundeil ; 
and  if  it  be  alkdged, '  that  we  have  noTuch  refolutioiK  t»  hope  from 
the  meafures  that  have  been  hitherto  piirfued :  It  has  been  affirmtd  hy 
a  noble  Lord,  that  our  atmies  in  Flanders  are  ufelefE,  and  that  our 
motions  have  given  neither  courage  nor  ftrength  to  vny  other  powers  j 
that  the  Que^n  of  Hungary  is  yet  equally  diflrelled,  and  that  the 
French  ftiH  puKiie  their  rthciiies  without  any  interruption  from  us  or 
our  allies,  I  fliiU  hope  by  an  impartial  account  of  the  preTent  ftate  dC 
die  continent  to  {how,  that  his  aflertions  are  groahdMs,  and  hh 
opinion  erroneous. 

The  inadivity  of  our  army  in  Flanders  has,  indeed,  ftirnMhed  a 
pedlar  tofHC  of  declamation  and  ridicule.  It  is  well  known  how 
little  the  bulk  of  mankind  arc  acquainted,  either  with  arts  of  policj, 
or  (^ war;  how  imperfedly  they  muft  always  underftandthecondwA 
-irf'miniSefs  or  generals,  and  -wrth  what  partiality  they  always  deter- 
mine in  favour  of  their  own  nation.  Ignorance,  my  Lords,  con- 
joined with  partiality,  mutt  always' produce  expedations  which  no  ad- 
ilrefs  nor  courage  can  gratify;  and  it  is  fcarcely,  thcreforc,to  be  hoped, 
that  the  people  will  be  fatisiied  with  any  account  of  the  condud  of  our 
Generals  which  does  not  inform  them  of  fieges  and  battles,  flaughtcr 
and  devatotion.  They  expeft  that  a  Britifli  army  fliould  over-run 
tht  continent  m  a  fummer,  thatlowns  fhould  furrender  at  their  fum- 
•MKis,  andl«g(oi»retire^attheirihout,  that  they  fhould  drive  tutions 
kefen  dKm,  and  conquer  empires  by  marching  over  them. 

Such,  hiy  Lords,  are  the  cfFefls  which  the  people  of  Britain  ex- 
peft|  and  as  they  have  hitherto  been  difappointcd,  their  difappoinr- 
ment  inclines  them  to  complain.  They  think  an  army  ufelefs  which 
gainsno'vidterres,  and  a/1:  to  what  purpofe  the  fword  is  drawn,  if  the 
Mood  of  their  enemies  is  not  tobcflied  ?  But  thefe  are  not  the  fenti- 
ments  of  yourLordfliips,  whofe  acquaintance  with  public  aHairs  in- 
forms you,  that  viQories  are  often  gained  where  no  ftandards  ai:e 
taken,  nor  iewfpapers  filled  wirii  lifts  of  the  flain ;  and  that  by  draw- 
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'  ing  the  fwef4  oppOrtunel^i  the  neCeffity  of  ftriking  it  often  prevented. 
'  You  know,  that'  die  *rmy  which  hovers  over  a  countiy  and  dnwa 
dK  forces  which  deiend  it  to  one  part,  may  deftroy  it  vnthout  invading 
it»  hf  ezpoGng  tp  the  invafion  of  another ;  and  that  he  uriio  witlw 
hMt  an  army  from  aAion,  it  not  left  iifefiil  to  hts  ally  dun  be  that 
defeat*  it. 

Thif,  my  Lordi,  is  the  prefent  ufe  of  our  troops  in  Flanders  ;  At 
French  are  kept  in  continual  terror,  and  arc  obliged  to  detach  to  that 
irontief  tbofe  troops  which*  had  they  not  been  thus  diverted,  wcmM 
bav^  been  employed  in  the  empire;  and  (ardy  an  army  is  not  un- 
•ftire  which  withholds  a  double  number  from  pcofecuting  their  defign. 

That  our  motion*  have  not  eiKounged  other  powers  to  fulfil  their 
co^gements,  or  to  unite  in  the  defence  of  the  general  l^rty  of 
Europe,  cannot  truly  be  aflcrted.  The  Dutch  a^arcndy  waken 
frota  their  Qumber,  wbedwr  it  was  real  or  affefled,  they  at  Icall  dif- 
cover  lefs  fear  of  the  French,  and  have  alreidy  given  fuch  proofs  of 
their  inclination  to  join  with  ui  as  may  encourage  us  to  expe^  that 
Ibey  will  in  a  Ihort  time  fonn  with  us  another  confederacy,  and  em- 
]doy  their  utmoft  efforts  in  die  common  caufe. 

What  they  have  already  offered  will  at  leaft  enable  us  to  affift-tbe 
Qifccn  •f.Hut^ary  with  greater  number*,  and  her.  to  employ  her 
Hoop*  mdicre  the  is  moft  prdled  ;  for  they  have  engaged  to  garrifbo 
the  towns  of  Flanders,  which  Unce  they  cannot  be  evacuated,  is  in 
effei^  an  ofier  of  auxiliary  troops ;  fince  if  thofe  forces  had  been 
added  to  the  Auflrlan  army,  an  equal  number  <rf'  Auftrians  muft  have 
been  fubduSed  to  garrifon  the  frontier. 

It  is,  therefore,  without  reafon,  that  narrow-minded  cenfuretf 
charge  us  with  becoming  the  Ihves  of  the  Dutch,  with  figbdng  dmr 
batdesand  defending  their  barrier,  while  they  purfue  dieir  conuneioe 
in  tranquillity,  enjoy  peace  at  the  expence  of  BritiHi  blood,  and  grow 
rich  by  the  profufion  of  Britith  treafure.  It  appears,  diat  they  concur 
in  the  prefervation  of  themfelves  and  of  Europe,  ihoish  widi  detaj's 
and  caution ;  iincc,  tho'  they  do  not  fend  force*  into  the  6eld,  dtey 
-  fupply  the  i^ace  of  ibofe  which  are  fent,  and  enable  oditrs  to  deftrqjr 
tlfole  whom  they  are  not  yet  perfuadtd  to  attack  themfelves. 

The  conAitution  of  that  RepuUic  is,  indeed,  fuch  as  makes  its 
alliance  not  valuable  on  fuddcn  emergencies  in  proporuon  to- its 
wealth  and  power.  The  determinations  of  large' aflembltes  are  always 
flow  i  becaufe  iher«  are  many  ojunion*  to  be  examiwd,  many  pro- 
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poUt  to  be  babncol,  and  in*ny  ol^cAions  to  be  anfwerei.  Bat 
with  mncb  more  di&coltj  muft  *ay  importsat  rcTolution  be  fbrmed, 
where  it  muft  be  the  joint  ad  of  tbe  iritole  ASunUy,  where  eveijr 
individual  has  a  negative  voice,  and  unaninut/  alone  can  make  « 
.dedfioD' obligatory.  Wherever  tbia  iq  tbq  fbrntof  goveroment,  the 
fttte  liea.M  the  mercy  of  every  man  who  has  a  vou  in  its  councils  { 
and  the  corruption  or  folly  or  obAinacy  of  one  may  retard  or  defeil 
tbemoft  imporunt  defigns,  lay  b!»  country  open  to  the  inroads  ofaa 
enemy,  diUblve  the  moft  Iblemn  alliances,  and  involve  a  rution  in  . 
mifery. 

This,  my  Lords,.  I  need  not  obferve  to  be  the  Dutch  coiifiitution) 
nor  need  I  tell  this  Affiimbly,  that  we  arc  not  always  to  judge  of  die 
general  incliiution  of  that  people  by  the  procedure  of  their  dqHidesi 
fince  particular  men  may  be  inBuenccd  by  private  views,  of  comqited 
by  tecret  protnilct  or  bribes ;  and  thofe  dcHgns  may  be  retarded  by 
tbcir  artifices  which  the  honcft  and  ioipanial  univerlally  approVf. 
This  is,  ptsrbaps,  the  true  Rsfon  (^  die  prcfent  delays  which  have 
furoilhed  occalion  to  fuch  loud  comfdaints,  complaints  of  which  we 
may  h<^  quickly  to  have  an  end  \  Ance  it  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
but  die  general  voice  of  the  people  will  there,  as  in  other  places,  at 
Isft  prevail,  and  the  prejudice;  or  paffions  of  private  men  give  way  to 
die  intereft  of  the  public. 

That  dke  Queen  of  Hungary  is  now  equally  diilrefied,  and  that  Ibe 
has  received  no  advantage  iroin  the  affiftance,  which  we  have  at  fo 
,  W*  an  e^cpence  fi^eared  to  give  her,  is  lilcewife  very  Ear  from  being 
true.  Let  any  man  compare  her  ptdent'  condition,  with  that  in 
.  wfaidi  Ihe  was  before  Britain  engaged  in  her  caule,  and  it  will  eafily 
.b«  perceived,  how  much  fl»  owes  to  the  alliance  of  this  nation. 
'  She  was  then  flying  before  her  <»iemies,  and  reduced  to  feek  for  /belter 
io  tiw  remotefi  part  of  her  dominions,  while  her  capital  was  fortified 
ia  cigeduion  of  a  ilege.  Thc^e  who  then  were  diftribuung  her 
proyinces,  and  who  z\m.cSt  hovered  over  her  only  remaining  king- 
dom, are  now  retiring  before  her  troops.  The  army  by  which  it 
WBS  intended,  that  her  territories  in  Italy  fliould  be  taken  from  her,  is 
now  flarviog  io  the  countries  which  it  preJumed  to  invade  j  and  the 
troops,  which  were  fent  to  its  affiftance,  are  languiflung  at  dkc  fleet 
df  mountains  which  they  will  never  paft. 

Tliefe  are  the  effeds,  my  Lords,  of  thofe  meafures,,  which  for 
.  want  of  being  com{4etely  underftood,  or  attentively  cbnlldered,  have 
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Tjeenftvaieirtentfy^ceiiflired.'ThefcmMflirti,  •ytorfs,  kowevqr 
injudiciousi  bewever  unfesfpmblei  hftTc  eihAaitafled  die  defignstf 
France,  and  gmn  ralief  to-the  QiK«n-of  Han^y;  they  hBvt"«M^- 
mated  the  Dutch  to  t^on,  and  kindled  in  bU  the  powcrt  «f  Surape, 
irfio  were  intiai  Jated  by  (he  French  armies,,  new  hope*  and  newrv- 
fblutiogs;  Aey  have  indeed  made  a  generri  changfrirt  the  ftaW^f 
-Europe,  and  givm  a  nev-  Inclination  tt>  the  balance  <tf  power.  Not 
many  months  have  elapfed,  fince  every  man  appeared  to  codidcr-tKe 
Sovereign  of  France  as  the  untverfal  mottarch,  whofe  will  was  itot  tb 
be  oppofed,  and  whofe  force  wU  not  to  be  refiftcd.  We  now  fee  hn 
•menaces  defpiled  and  his  propofitions  rejected-;  every  one  now  ap-  ' 
pears  to  hope  rather  than  to  fear,'  though  letety  a  gcneAl  panic  mit 
fpreaj  over  this  part  of  the  gtobe,  and  fear  had^fo  engrcdied  mankindj 
that  (cairely  any  man  prefutncd  to  hope. 

But  it  is  objefled,  my  Lords,  that  though  our  me^uresflKnildbe 
-allowed  sot  (o  have  been  wholly  infFe£tual,  and  our  money  appear 
not  tn  have  bfen  fquandcrcd  only  tb  pay  the  froops  of  Hanover,  yet 
our  condu&  is  Very  far  fr^tn  meriting  either- applaufe  <a  spprobatien ; 
Ence  much  greater  advantages  might  have  been  purchafed^  much 
kf*  expence,  and  by  methods  much  lefs  invidious  and  dangerous. 

The  Qjieen  of  Hungary  might,  in  the  opinion  of  thefe  cenftirerst 
have  raifed  an  hundred  thoufand  men  with  the  money  which  we  mull 
expend  inliuing  onlyfixteen  thoufand,  and  mi^t  have  deftroyed 
thoTe  enemies  whom  we  have  hitherto  not  dared  to  attack. 

Thofe-who  make  this  fuppofition  the  feifiidatian  of  dwir  ceiAttct, 
appear  not  t* 'Pemember,  that,  the  Qustin  of  Hungary's  domintomi 
Kke  thoTe  of  other  Princes,  may  by  war  be  in  time  exhaufted ;  dnt 
the  lofs  of  inhabitants  is  not  repaired  in  any  cMntry  but  by  How  fc- 
grees'i  and  ^at  there  is  noplace  yet  difcovered where  money i^ 
procure  foldiers  without  end,  or  where  new  harvefta  of  men  rife  op 
annually,  ready  lo  fight  thofe  tjuarrds  in  which  their  -predteeflers 
■were  fwept  away.  If  the  money  had,  inftead  of  being  emi^oyed  fti 
hiring  auxiliaries,  been  remitted  to  the  Queen,  it  ia  not  probabte 
that  fbe  could  at  any  rate  have  brought  a  new  army  fe^ether.  Bat 
it  is  certain,  that  her  new  tioopa  muft  have  been  wtdunit  arms  and 
without  .difcipline.  It  might  have  been  found,  perh^>S}  in  tbi*  ge- 
neral difturbance  of  the  world,  not  eafy  to  have  fop^ied  the* 
with  weapons ;  and  it  is  well  kikown  how  long  time  is  required  to 
teach  raw  forces  the  art  of  waF>  and  enable  thets  to  ftud  bcfcie'  a 
veteran  enemy, 
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It  ms,  dKrefon,  neoeSuf  to  affift  her  rather  vrkh  troaps  than 
money ;  and  fincc  troc^  were  iwccfiarily  to  be  hired,  why  fliould 
wc  employ  the  forces  of  Hsnovcr  Ids  willingly  than  thofe  of  any 
ether  naliOH?  To»iert  that  they  have  moreor  lefe  courage  than 
otbera  i»  chimerkal,  nor  can  any  man  (uppok  tbem  either  moie 
brave  or  tinioroin  than  thole  of  the  nafghbouriiig  countries,  wiihont 
dMcovering  the  meanell  pfe}tulices,  and  the  narroweft  conceptions ; 
wid)«u(  (hewing  thvt  h«  w-  wk«Hy  unacqiMWttd'  wiA  human  nature, 
am)  ih»t>  he  i»  mtuenccd  ^y  the  utes  of  nurfes,  and  die  boalb  «f 
clutdres. 

There  was,  therefore,  no  objeAion'  againft  the  troops  of  Hanovsr> 
that  was  not  of  equal  Arength  againft  ail  fofeiga  troops ;  and  there 
wasatleaft  one  argument  in  their  ^rour,  that  they  were  Tubje^  of 
the  &me  prince ;  and  that  therefore  we  could  have  no  reafon  to  fear 
Ihck  defeaiOR,  or  to  fufpea  their  iktelity. 

The  Etedorate  of  Hanover,  with  triiatcver  comempc  or  indigna- 
ti<n  fonie  perfon»  may  aSe<S  to  mention  it,  is  to  be  confidered  at 
le^  as  a  ftate  ki  alliance  with  Bntaint  and  to  receive  from  us  that 
liippoA  which  the  terms  of  that  alliance  may  demand. 

Any  other  regard,  nty  Lords,  indeed  it  is  not  ncccfllu-y  to  contend 
for;  fince  it  cannot  be  proved,  that  in  this  tran&dlioa  we  have  aAed 
totherwife  than  as  with  allies,  or  hired  the  troops  on  coijdittdns 
.  which  thofe  of  any  other  nation  would  not  have  obtained,  or  on  any 
which  they  will  not  defervc )  fince  your  J^rdfhips  have  received  af- 
furances,  that  they  are  res^  to  enter  the  field,  and  to  march  into 
Germany  againft  tbe  common  encniy.  That  we  might  have  raifed 
-new  troopE  in  our  own  nation,  and  have  augmented  our  army  with  an 
eqaat  number  of  men,  cannot  be  denied ;  nor  do  I  doubt,  my  LcH-ds, 
but  our  cotinirymen  would  be  equally  formidable  with  any  other 
forces  I  but  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  an  army  is  not  to  be  levied 
in  an  inftant,  and  that  our  natives,  however  warlike,  are  not  bom 
Willi  the  knowle^  of  the  ufe  of  arms ;  and  who  knows,  i^ether 
Europe  might  not  have  been  fenflavcd  before  a  Britifh  army  could 
■tMve  been  raifed  and  difciplined  for  its  deliverance  ? 

Whether  this  account  of  our  mc;dures  will  latitty  thofe  who  have 
fakberto  condemned  tbcm,  I  am  not  able  to  foretel.  There  are,  in- 
deed,, fom»  reafons  for  fufpe^ng,  that  they  blame  not,  becaufe  they 
•Alxfpravt^  bat  becaufe  they  think  it  neceOary  either  to  the  character 
•  ctf  dikeraoMnt,  9t  •f  ptt^t/,  to  cenfuie  dn  miniftry,  whatever 
-  -Vol.  n.  X  maxims 
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nmxitns  aie  .puriited.  Of  this  dirpofition  it  is  no  0i^t  proof,  that 
contrary  meafures  htve  been  Ibinetimes  condemned  by  the  fame  men 
with  the  Ciine  vehemence i  uid  that  even  compliioce  with  their  de-, 
mandt  has  not  Hilled  their  outcries.  When  the  miniftry  appeared 
unwilling  to  engage  in  the  war  of  Gerinauy,  without  the  concur- 
'rence  of /the  other  powers  who  bad  engaged  to  fupport  the  Prag- 
matic Sanson,  they  were  hourly  reproached  with  being  the  Haves 
of  France,  with  betraying  the  general  caule  of  Europe,  and  with 
rcpreffing  that  generous  ardour,  by  which  our  anccftors  have  been 
incited  to  fland  forth  as  the  aflertors  of  univerlal  liberty,  and  to 
fight  the  quarrel  of  nunltind.  They  were  marked  out  as  either 
cowards  or  traitors,  and  doomed  to  infamy  as  the  accomplices  of 
tyranny,  engaged  in  a  coi^racy  ^inft  their  allies,  their  country, 
and  their  pofterity. 

At  length  the  Britons  have  rouTcd  again,  and  again  declared  then^ 
fclvcs  the  fupporters  of  ri^t,  whenever  injured ;  they  have  igain 
raifed  their  flandards  in  the  continent,  and  prepare  to  march  again 
through  thofe  regions  where  their  vi^ries  are  yet  celebrated,  and 
their  bravery  yet  reverenced.  The  bills  of  Germany  will  agaiff 
found  with  the  Ihouts  of  that  people  who  once  marched  to  her  de- 
liverance through  all  the  obftrudions  that  art  or  power  could  forn 
againft  them,  and  which  broke  through  the  pafs  of  ScbeUembourg, 
to  rout  the  armies  that  were  ranged  behind  it. 

Now  it  might  be  expc3ed,  my  Lords,  that  at  leaft  ihofe  who  were 
before  diflatisfied,  {bould  declare  their  approbation^  for  furely  where 
peace  or  neutrality  is  improper,  there  is  nodiing  left  but  war.  Yet 
experience  Ihews  us,  that  men  refolved  to  blame  will  never  want 
pretences  for  venting  their  malignity ;  and  where  nothing  but  ma^ 
lignity  is  the  conlequence  of  oppoTite  meafures,  we  muft  nece/Iarily 
conclude,  that  there  is  a  fixed  refolution  to  blame,  and  that  all  vin- 
dications will  be  inefiedual. 

Some  have,  indeed,  found  out  a  middle  courle  between  cenfiice 
and  approbation,  and  declare,  that  they  thinlc  thele  mfeafures  now 
juftifiable,  becaufe  we  have  proceeded  too  far  to  retreU  wi^  booour{ 
and  that  thous^h  at  firft  a  better  fcheme  might  have  been  formed,  yet 
this,  which  has  hitherto  been  purfucd,  ought  not  now  to  be  changed. 

I,  my  Lords,  though  It  is  not  of  very  great  importance  to  conbitp 
an  opinion  by  which  the  meafures  of  the  government  will  not  be 
«bAi'u>3cd,  caitiiot  .tbrbear  to  declare  triylclf  of  dificRnt  kofitaeaa, 
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and  to  aflert,  in  oppofitioo  to  iitful  calumnio  and  violent  inve^ns, 
dut  tbe  prefem  meafures  were  originally  right,  that  they  were  fucb 
as  prmjence  would  di^te,  And  experience  approve,  and  fucb  as  we 
ought  again  to  take,  if  we  have  again  tbe  power  of  choice. 

I  am,  indeed,  hr  from  doubting,  but  thefe  meafures  will  in  a  Ihort 
time  be  juftified  by  fuccefs ;  a  criterion  by  which,  however  unjuftly, 
die  grcateft  part  of  mankind  vrill  always  judge  of  the  condufi  of 
their  Governors;  for  it  is  apparent,  my  Lords,  that  howfoever  tbe 
French  power,  commerce,  and  wealth,  have  been  exaggerated  by 
thole  that  cither  love  or  fear  them,  they  will  not  long  be  able  to  (land 
againft  usj  their  funds  will  in  a  ihort  time  fait  them,  and  tbeir 
armies  muft  be  difbandcd,  when  they  can  no  longer  be  paid,  left, 
iofiead  of  ptote&ing  their  country,  they  flwuld  be  inclined  to 
plunder  h. 

The  abundance  of  our  wealth,  my  Lords,  and  the  profit  of  Ous ' 
commerce,  are  AiBiciently  apparent  from  the  price  of  our  ftocks, 
which  were  never  before  fupportcd  at  the  fame  height  for  ta  long  a 
time  J  and  of  dte  Mi  of  which  neither  an  a£hial  war  with  Spain,  nor 
the  danger  which  has  been  fuggeftcd  of  another  with  France,  with 
France  in  the  full  pofleflion  of  all  its  boafted  advantages,  has  yet 
been  able  to  produce  any  token.  Another  proof  of  tlie  exuberance 
of  our  riches,  and  tiie  profperity  of  our  commerce  by  which  they 
are  acquired,  is  the  facility  with  vrhich  the  Government  can  raife  in 
an  inftant  the  greateft  fums,  and  the  low  tntereft  at  which  they  are 
obtained.  If  we  compare  our  Date  in  this  refped  with  that  of 
France,  the  infuperable  difficulties  under  which  they  muft  contend 
with  us,  will  fuSicicntly  dilcover  tfaemfclvA.  It  is  well  known,  my 
IjOtJs,  that  we  have  lately  raifed  the  money  which  the  fervice  of 
each  year  required,  at  the  intereft  of  three  for  a  hundred ;  nor  is  it 
likely  that  there  will  be  any  neceffity  of  larger  Intereft,  though  our 
annual  denunds  were  to  be  equal  to  thofe  of  tbe  hft  war.  But  tbe 
Frendi  are  well  known  to  raile  the  fums  which  thiir  exigencies  re- 
i)uire  on  very  di^rent  terms,  and  to  have  paid  ten  for  a  hundred  for 
all  the  money  which  their  late  projects  have  required ;  projeAs  which 
they  cannot  purTue  long  at  fuch  enormous  expence,  and  by  whicb 
thdr  country  muft  in  a  flion  time  be  ruined,  even  without  op- 
position. 

While  we  can,  therefore,  raife  three  millions  for  le&'tban  tbe 

Ftutcfa  can  obtain  one,  and  by  confequcnce  fupport  Hun  regiments 
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at  thB  fame  expenc*  as  One  is  ftipportcd  in  their  ferrice,  we  have 
YUrely  no  reafon  to  dread  the  fupcriority  of  their  numbers,  or  to  fear 
that  they  will  conquer  by  exhaufting  us. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  delivered  my  opinion  with  freedom  and 
impartiality ;  and  fliall  patiently  hearken  to  any  objcfHons  that  fliall 
arife  againfl  it,  fuj^rted  by  tiie  confcioufnefs,  that  a  confutatioB 
will  only  (hew  me,  that  I  have  been  miftalccn ;  hut  will  not  deprive 
me  of  the  iatisia^on  of  rcilc^ng,  that  I  have  not  been  wanting  to 
my  country;  and  that  if  I  have  approved  or  defended  improper  oica- 
Aites,  I  at  leaft  confulted  no  other  intereft  than  that  of  Britain. 

Lord  Hervey  fpoke  next  to  the  following  efleA  :^^My  Lonk« 
It  is  not  without  that  concern  which  every  man  ought  to  feel  at  die  ap- 
parent af^roachofpubticcalamities,that  I  have  beard  Aemeafurcs  which 
are  now  the  fubjeft  of  our  enquiry  fo  weakly  defended,  when  tbcic 
vindication  is  endeavoured  with  To  much  ardour,  and  laboured  with 
lb  much  addrefs. 

The.objeftions  which  prefs  upon  the  mind,  at  the  firft  and  flighteft 
view  of  our  proceedings,  arc  fuch  as  require  the  clofcft  attenrion, 
fuch  as  cannot  hut  alarm  every  man  who  his  fli^died  the  intereft  of 
his  country,  and  who  fincerely  endeavours  to  promote  it ;  and  there- 
fore it  might  he  hoped,  that  thofe  who  appear  to  have  thought  them 
infufficicnt,  are  able  to  produce  in  oppofition  to  them  the  ftrongeft 
argumertts,  and  the  cleareft  dedudions, 

When  we  attempt  the  confideratlon  of  our  prcfcnt  condition,  and 
enquire  by  what  means  our  profperity  may  be  fecured,  the  firft  re- 
flexion that  occurs,  is,  that  we  arc  traders,  that  all  our  power  is  Ae  _ 
contequcnce  of  our  wealth,  and  our  wealth  the  produ3of  our  trade. 
It  is  well  known,  that  trade  can  only  be  purfued  under  the  fecurity 
of  peace  ;  that  a  nation  which  has  a  larger  commerce,  muft  mike 
war  on  dlfadvantageous  terms  againft  one  that  has  lels ;  as  of  two 
contiguous  countries,  the  more  fruitful  has  moft  -to  firar  from  aa 
invalion  by  its  neighbour. 

It  is  vifible  likewife  to  any  man  who  confiders  the  lituation  of 
Britain,  that  there  is  no  ration  by  which  our  trade  can  in  time  of 
■war  be  fo  much  obftruited  as  by  France,  of  which  the  coafts  are 
Cppofite  to  ours,  and  which  can  fend  out  fmall  veflels,-  and  feizfi 
our  merchants  in*  the  mouths  of  our  harbours,  or  in  the  channel  of 
which  we  boaft  the  Sovereignty ;  and  all  thofe  who  hare  heard  or 
read  of  the  laft  war,  m  which  we  gained  fo  much  hwKwr,  ind  to 
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Ikde  adnDttge>  know  that  the  ptivatcers  oF  France  iltjured  u;:  mor* 
dun  its  navies  or  its  armies ;  and  that  a  thoufand  vifto.ries  01^  the 
continem,  wbtax  w  were  only  contending  for  the  tights  of  others, 
were  ji  YCTj  ftaaW  recompence  for  the  ob(lru£lion  of  our  commerce.; 
oor  can  he  feel  much  tcndecnefs  for  maiilcind,  who  would  purchafe 
by  the  nun  and  diftrcis  of  a  thoufand  families,  inttuftiious  and  inn«- 
cent*  die  momentary  fi:ftivity  of  a  triumph,  or  the  idle  glare  of  an 
illumination. 

Yet,  my  Lords,  this  nation,  howerer  zealous  for  iu  commerce,  is 
about  to  engage  in  a  war,  in  a  war  with  the  only  (late  by  whicb 
our  commerce  can  be  impaired ;  it  is  about  to  fupport  new  armies 
on  the  continent  without  alKes,  and  without  treafure. 

That  we  are  without  treafure,  and  diat  our  trade,  by  whicfi  only 
our  funds  can  be  fupplied,  has  lately  been  very  much  diminifhed,  is 
too  eafy  to  prove  in  oppofition  to  the  fpecious  difplay  which  the 
noble  Lord,  vAo  fpolce  laft,  has  been  [deafed  to  make  of  the  exube- 
rance of  our  wealth. 

If  the  abundance  of  our  riches  be  fuch  as  it  has  been  reprefented,  ' 
why  are  no  meafures  formed  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debts  ? 
of  which  no  man  will  fay,  that  they  are  not  in  themlelves  a  cala- 
mity, and  the  fource  of  many  calamities  yet  greatejr ;  of  which  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  they  multiply  dcpendance  by  which  our  .co»- 
fiitution  may  ibmetimes  be  endangered.  Why  are  thofe  debts  not 
only  unpaid,  but  increafcd  by  annual  additions  to  fudi  a  height,  that 
the  payment  of  diem  mu&  foon  become  defpcrate,  and  the  public  ' 
iink  under  the  burthen  i 

That  our  trade,  my  Lords,  and  by  confequence  our  wealth,  is 
of  late  diminiihed,  may  be  proved  beyond  controverfy,  even  to  thofe 
whofe  inteteft  it  is  not  to  believe  it,  and  upon  whom,  therefore,  it 
cannot  be  expcded,  that  arguments  will  have  a  great  elFed.  The 
produce  of  the  cuftoms  was  the  laft  year  lefs  by  half  a  million  than 
the  mean  revenue;  and  as  our  cuftoms  muft  always  bear  a  certain 
proportitm  to  trade,  we  may  form  an  indifputable  eftimate  from  them 
of  its  increale  or  its  decline. 

The  rife  of  our  ftocks,  my  Lords,  is  fuch  a  proof  of  riches,  as 

dropftcil  tumours  are  of  health;  it  fliews  not  the  circulation,  but 

die  ftagnation  of  our  money ;  and  though  it  may  flatter  us  with  a 

ftUe  appearance  of  plenty  for  a  time,  will  ibon  prove,  that  it  is  bodt 
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tiie  Ktk&  Mi  caufe  of  poverty,  and  will  end  in  weakneft  *aA 
dtftruAion. 

AVhen  commerce  flourishes,  vrhxa  its  profit  is  certain  and  (ecuK, 
men  will  employ  their  money  in  theexchange  of  commodities,  by 
which  greater  advantage  may  be  gained,  than  by  putting  it  into  the 
.hands  of  brokers  j  but  when  every  (hip  is  in  danger  of  being  inter- 
cepted by  privateers,  and  the  infurer  divides  Ae  profit  of  cveff 
voyage  with  the  merchant,  it  is  natural  to  choofe  a  lafer,  though  a 
]eft  profiuble  traffic ;  and  rather  to  tteafure  amney  in  the  funds,  dian 
cxpofe  it  on  die  ocean. 

But,  my  I^rds,  the  minifters  themfelves  hare  fufficiently  declared 
their  opinion  of  the  llatt  of  the  national  weajth,  by  the  method 
which  diey  have  taken  to  raife  thole  fupplies  of  which  dtey  boaft  wtth 
how  great  facility  they  are  ratfed. 

When  they  found  that  new  expencea  required  new  taxes,  it  was 
neccflary  to  examine  what  could  be  taxed,  or  upon  which  part  of 
the  nation  any  other  burthens  could  be  laid  without  immediate  ruin. 
They  turned  over  the  catalogue  of  all  our  manufa^urcs,  and  found, 
that  Icarcely  any  of  the  convenicncies,  or  even  the  ncceHaries  of  life, 
were  without  an  impolt.  They  examined  all  the  clafles  of  oor 
traders,  and  readily  difcovered,  that  the  greatell  number  <^  thofe 
who  endeavoured  to  fupport  themfelves  by  honcft  induftry,  were 
flruggling  with  poverty,  and  fcarccly  able  to  provide  to-day  what 
would  be  neceOary  to-morrow.  They  fuw  our  prifons  crouded  with 
debtors,  and  our  papers  filled  with  the  names  of  bankrupts,  of 
whom  many  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  mifcarried  without  idleoefi) 
extravagance,  or  foHy. 

They  law,  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  induftry  muft  fink  under  any 
addition  to  its  load,  a  confideration  which  could  afford  no  proitf  of 
the  abundance  of  our  wealth.  Tliey  faw  that  our  commodities  would 
be  no  longer  manu&fturcd,  if  their  taxes  were  increalcd;  and 
therefore  it  was  necefliiry  to  raife  money  by  fome  other  method, 
fince  all  thofe  which  have  been  hitherto  praflifed  were  precluded. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  no  cafy  talk ;  but  however  difficult,  it  has 
been  accompliihed ;  and  to  thole  great  politicians  muft  pt^cHtj  be 
indebted  for  a  new  fcheme  of  fupplying  the  expences  of  a  war. 

In  thp  time  of  the  late  mioiftry  it  had  been  obferved,  that  drunk- 
eniiefs  y/js  become  a  vice  almoft  univerfal  among  the  commiaa 
people  J  and  that  as  the  liquor  which  they  generally  drank  was  fuch 
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ifiat  ^y  could  dcftroy  their  reafou  by  a  fmall  quantity,  and  at  a 
Jinall  expencc,  the  conlequence  of  general  drunkennefs  was  general' 
idlene&j  fince  no  man  would  work  any  longer  than  was  nece6ar]r 
IP  lay  him  aileep  tor  the  remaining  part  of  die  day.  Tbey  remarked 
IJkewiCc,  that  the  liquor  which  they  generally  drank  was  to  the  laft 
d^ree  pernicious  to  health,  and  dcflrui^ive  of  that  corporeal  vigour 
by  which  the  bufinels  of  life  is  to  be  carried  on ;  and  a  law  was 
tfierefore  made,  by  which  it  was  intended- that  this  fpeciea  of  de- 
^ucbery,  ib  peculiarly  fatal,  fhould  be  prevented. 

Againft  the  end  of  this  law  no  man  has  hitherto  made  the  leaft 
ot^cAion ;  no  one  has  dared  to  fignalize  bimfelf  as  an  open  adro- 
cate  for  vice,  or  attempted  to  prove  that  druifkenncfs  was  not  inju- 
rious to  fociety,  and  contrary  to  the  true  ends  of  human  being. .  The 
encouragement  of  wickednefs  of  this  flumeful  kind,  wickedneft 
c()iially  contemptible  and  hateful,  was  refsrved  for  the  prelent  mi- 
niftry,  vbo  are  now  about  to  fuf^y  tfaofe  funds  which  they  have 
exhauded  by  idle  pr(^e^  and  romantic  expeditions,  at  the  cxpence 
of  health  and  virtue;  who  have  difcovcred  a  method  of  recruiting 
atffiies  by  the  dcfirui^ion  of  their  fellow-fubjcds ;  and  while  they 
boaft  tbemfelves  the  aflertors  of  liberty,  are  endeavouring  to  enflave 
us  by  ^e  introdu£lion  of  thc^e  vices,  which  in  all  countries,  and  ia 
every  age,  have  made  way  for  defpotic  power. 

Even  this  expedient,  my  Lords,  mud  in  a  fliort  time  (ail  them ; 
tbe  produ^  of  vice  as  well  as  of  commerce  muft  in  time  be  ex- 
hausted ;  and  what  then  wilt  remain  i  The  honeft  and  induflrious 
muA  feel  the  weight  of  fome  new  impoCcion,  which  the  £tgacity  of 
experienced  oppreffion  may  find  means  to  lay  upon  them ;  tbey  wilt 
then  firft  find  the -benefit  of  this  new  law,  fince  they  may,  by  the 
ide  of  thofe  liquors  which  are  indulged  tbem,  put  a  fpeedy  end  t9 
that  life  which  they  made  unable  to  fupport. 

Tbe  means  by  which  the  expcnces  of  our  prefent  defigns  are  to 
be  fupported,  fuch  means,  my  Lords,  as  were  never  yet  prtiflifed  by 
any  ftate,  however  exhaufted,  or  however  endangered,  means  which 
a  wife  nation  would  fcarcely  ufe  to  repel  an  invader  from  tbe  capini, 
or  to  ralTe  works  to  keep  off  a  general  inundation,  raile  yet  ftronger 
motions  of  indignation,  when  it  is  coniidered  for  what  defigns  theic 
expencea  are  required. 

We  ate  now,  iny  L^rds,  raifing  armies,  and  hiring  aiixillarieR,  for 

an  expedittoji  of  which  no  neceflity  can  be  djfcovered,  and  from 
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which  neither  hmour  nor  advantage  can  be  ecpeded ;  we  afe  abbot 
to  force  from  the  people  the  taft  remains  of  their  ptopertft  tnt)  to 
bank  vrith  exactions  thirfc  who  are  already  tanguiffatng  widi  po- 
verty ;  not  for  the  prefervation  of  our  liberty,  or  ibe  driencc  ^  our 
country,  but  for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragtnattc  Sandioti,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  a  very  unjuft  fcfaeme  formed  by  ttie  late  King,  to  wbidi 
he' purchafed  at  different  times,  oh  different  emergencies,  ibe  con- 
currence of  other  powers ;  but  to  which  he  failed  to  put  the  lift  feal 
of  confirmation,  perhaps  in  hopes  of  a  male-heir,  and  left  cl^  deTign, 
whidi  he  had  fo  long  and  fo  induftrioufly  laboured,  to  be  at  lift 
completed  by  the  kindneft  of  bis  allies ;  having  by  an  anfaecefsfiil 
WW  egainft  the  Turks,  exhauflcd  his  treafute,  and  weakened  his 
troops. 

Whether  we  (hall  ni>w  engage  in  this  defign  j  whether  vn  fball,  fiw 
the  defence  of  the  Pragmatic  SanAion,  begin  tnotbcr  war  on  the 
cohtinent,  of  which  the  duration  cannot  be  determined,  the  cxpence 
eftimated,  or  the  event  forefcen ;  whether  we  Jhall  contend  at  once 
with  all  the  Princes  of  <he  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  entangle  ourfelvcs 
'  in  a  lAyrtnth  of  different  Schemes ;  whether  we  fliall  provoke  France 
to  interrupt  our  commerce,  ani  invade  our  cdonies,  and  flmd- 
wiihout  the  affiftancc  of  a  finglo  ally  againft  thofe  powen  that  lately 
fee  almoft  all  Europe  at  de6ance,  is  now  to  be  determined  by  your 
Lordlhips. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  cxpc(9«d,  that  the  French  will  treat  us  only  as 
auxiliaries,  and  fatisfy  themfelves  with  attacking  us  only  where  Aey 
find  themfelves  oppofcd  by  us:  they  will  undoubtedly,  my  Lords, 
confider  us  as  principals,  fince  th:y  can  fuffer  little .  more  by  de- 
claring war  againfl  us. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  dangers  to  be  feared  from  the  mealures 
which  we  are  now  perfuaded  to  ptiriuc  j  but  perfuaded  by  arguments 
which,  in  my  opinion,  ounlit  to  have  very  little  influence  upon  us, 
and  which  have  not  yet  been  able,  however  artfully  or  zealoully 
enforced,  to  prevail  upon  the  Dutch  to  unite  with  us. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  aflerted,  that  the  Dutch  appear  inclined  to 
aflift  us ;  but  of  that  inclination  ftrongcr  proo&  ought  furcly  to  be 
produced,  before  we  take  auxiliaries  into  pay,  and  tranfpoft  troops 
into  another  country,  which  has  been  fo  often  rcprefeiiWfd  to  have 
^en  raifed  for  the  defence  of  their  own,  or  colled  money  from  the 
public  by  the  propagatIi»i  of  wlckedncfs. 
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Of  this  fiuroorable  tnclinatioii  ia  the  Dutch  I  am  the  more  diMbt-' 
fbl,  becmJs  it  is  oootnry  to  ttw  expedations  of  aH  madcwi^,  nal 
to  the  maxims  1>]r  which  they  hare  generally  r^datEci  riieir  eanda^ 
There  have  been  many  btc  inftaoccs  of  tbeir  patient  itibxiafioa  tn- 
Ac  invafion  of  privileges  to  vbkh  th^y  have  thought  tfacfn^ven 
MOitled,  and  of  their  preference  of  peace,'  though  fisnieiiiiiet  pnr.^ 
cha&d  with  the  lofs  of  boDour ;  or,  what  may  be  iiippofed  to  touck 
3  Outchman  much  more  nearly,  of  profit,  to  ^e  devaftation  and 
cxpence  and  haeards  of  war;  and  it  can  hardly  be  (uppofed  by  tltf 
who  know  their  chara^r,  that  they  will  be  more  scaloBS  for  ili» 
rig^  of  others  than  for  their  own ;  or  that  they  will,  for  the  fappoit 
of  the  Qneen  of  Hungary,  facrifice  that  lecurity  and  tnnqnilli^ 
which  they  have  preferred  at  the  expence  of  their  commercs  at  otto 
time,  and  by  paffive  fubmiffion  to  infults  at  another. 

That  a  nation  liice  thi»,  my  Lords,  will  in  the  quarrel  of  another 
engage  in  any  but  moderate  meafures,  ii  not  to  be  cxpeAed :  it  ■■ 
not  improbable,  that  they  may  endeavour  by  embaiSes  and  ncgocia- 
dcns  to  adjuft  the  prefent  difpuies,  or  offer  tbeir  mediaoon  to  the 
contending  powers ;  but  I  am  very  hr  from  imagining,  that  the^ 
wiU  find  in  themfelves  any  difpofition  to  raife  armies,  or  equip  fteets, 
that  they  will  endanger  the  barrier  which  tuu  been  fo  dearly  pur- 
chafed*  or  expofe  thcmfelves  to  the  hazards  and  terrors  of  a  French 
war ;  and  am,  therefore^  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  any  tendency 
towards  fuch  meafures  now  appears,  it  is  only  the  eSaSt  of  ^e  pre- 
Scnt  beat  of  fomc  vMicment  declaimers,  or  the  fecret  machination 
of  fome  artful  proje^rs  among  them,  who  have  formed  chimerical 
plans  of  a  new  fyftein  of  Europe,  and  have  in  their  imaginations 
Fcgiulatcd  the  diftribution  of/dominion  bikI  power,  or  who  perhaps 
have  diminifhed  their  patrimonies  by  negligence  and  extravagance, 
and  hope  to  repair  them  in  times  of  corifufion,  and  to  glean  part  of 
tliM  harveft  of  treafure  which  the  public  muft  be  obliged  to  yield  in 
time  of  war.  I  am  Dill  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  tme  interefl  of 
the  republic  will  be  coiifulted,  diat  policy  will  prevail  over  intrigue, 
and  that  only  moderate  meafures  will  be  purfued  by  the  general 
cotmcil  of  the  States. 

Moderate  meafures,  my  Lords,  if  not  always  the  moft  honourable 
in  tfie  einnion  of  minds  vitiated  by  falle  notions  of  grandeur,  are  at 
lecft  always  the  moft  fafc ;  and  are,  therefore,  eligible  at  leal^,  till 
the  fcenc  of  affairs  begins  to  open,   and  the  fucccft  of   a  more 
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ligorous  cottJoA  may  vnxh  bme  degree  of  certunty  be  fneknown ; 
and  it  mufl  at  leaft  be  tfaougbt  imprudent  for  tfaofe  to  hazard  much 
who  can  gain  nothing,  and  therefore  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  affign  any 
realbn  that  maj  juftify  our  conduS  on  the  prefcm  occaSon. 

Itit  noCim{vobable,  my  Lords,  that  tbofe  who  have  now  obtained 
the  dire^tm  ot  our  ailairs,  may  be  inAuenced  by  the  general  dilap- 
probation  which  the  Britifh  people  fhewed  of  the  pacific  condufi  of 
dte  late  miniftry,  and  may  have  refolved  to  cDdcavour  after  a[^)laufc, 
by  (hewing  more  ^irit  and  a^vity.  But,  my  Lords,  of  two  <^]poGte 
ichcmes  it  is  not  impoffible  that  both  may  be  wrong,  and  that  the 
miiUle  way  only  may  be  jafe;  nor  is  it  uncommon  for  dioCe  who 
an  precipitately  flying  from  one  extreme,  to  rufli  blindly  upon' 
anodier. 

But  our  miniftry,  my  Lords,  have  found  out  a  method  of  com> 
plicating  errors  which  none  of  their  predecefEbrs,  however  ftig- 
tnatized  for  ignorance  and  abfurdity,  have  hitherto  been  able  to 
attain ;  they  have  been  able  to  reconcile  the  extremes  of  folly,  and 
to  endanger  the  public  intereft  at  the  lame  time,  by  inafiivity  and 


No  accuiktion  againft  tfa«  late  miniftry  was  more  general,  more 
atrocious,  or  mote  adapted  to  incenfe  the  people,  than  that  of 
seceding  the  war  againft  Spain :  this  was  the  fubjeifl  of  all  the  in- 
veflivcs  n4iich  were  vented  againft  ^em  in  the  Senate,  or  difpeifed 
among  the  people ;  for  this  they  were  chaxgcd  with  a  fecrct  coofe- 
deiacy  againft  their  country,  with  difregard  of  its  commerce  audits 
arms,  and  with  a  defign  to  ruin  the  nation  for  no  other  end  than  ta 
punilh  the  merchants. 

To  this  acculation,  my  Lords,  diligently  propagated,  wil- 
lingly received,  and,  to  confefs  the  truth,  confirmed  hj 
Some  appearances,  do  thofe  owe  their  power,  who  now  prefide 
over  the  affairs  of  the  nation ;  and  it  might,  therefore,  have  beea 
hoped,  that  by  their  promotion,  one  of  our  grievances  would  have 
been  taken  away,  and  that  at  leall  the  war  againft  Spain  would  have 
been  vigoroufly  profecuted. 

But  this  miniftry,  my  Lords,  have  only  furniihed  a  new  infiaocs 
of  the  credulity  of  mankind,  of  the  delufion  of  outward  appearances, 
and  of  the  folly  of  hoping  with  too  great  ardour  for  any  event,  and 
of  trufting  any  man  with  too  great  confidence.  No  foooer  were 
they  poficfted  of  the  power  to  which  their  ambitioa  bad  lb  long  alpirc^ 
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aad  of  the  faliriu  which  had  widi  lb  much  eagerncfs  been  coveted 
by  their  avarice,  than  they  forgot  the  complaiati  of  the  mercbanu,  ' 
the  vjtlue  of  commerce,  the  honour  of  the  Britiih  flag*  the  danger 
'  of  our  American  territories,  and  the  great  inportance  of  the  war 
with  Spain,  and  contented  tbemfelves  with  ordering  convoys  for,our 
merchants,  tnflead  of  defiroying  the  enemy  by  whom  they  are 
molefted. 

The  fleets  which  are  fioadng  from  one  coaft  to  another  in  the 
Medi^ranean,  and  which  fometimc*  ftrilce  terror  into  the  harin-> 
leTs  inhabitants  of  an  open  coaft,  or  threaten,  but  only  threaten, 
deftrudion  to  an  unfortified  town,  I  am  very  tar  from  confidering  as 
armaments  fitted  out  againft  the  Spaniards,  who  neither  feel  nor  fisir 
any  great  injury  from  them :  their  trade  may  be,  indeed,  fomowfaaC 
impeded;  but  that  inconvenience  is  amply  compenlated  by  thdr  de- 
predations upon  our  mercbaois :  dieir  navies  may  be  confined  to 
their  own  poits,  or  to  thole  of  France  t  but  thcfe  navies  are  not 
very  neceflary  to  them,  fince  they  are  not  fufficiently  poweiAil  to 
oppofe  us  on  the  ocean ;  and  therefore  they  who  are  thus  confined* 
fufier  le&  than  thofe  who  confine  them.  We  have,  indeed,  the 
empty  pleafure  of  feeing  ourlelves  Lords  of  the  fea,  and  of  fluking 
the  qaa&a  with  voUies  of  our  cannon ;  but  we  purchale  the  triumph 
at  a  very  high  price,  and  Ihall  fijid  ourfelves  in  time  weakened  by  a 
ufelels  oftenution  of  fuperiority. 

The  only  parts  of  the  Spanifli  dominions  in  which  they  can  to* 
ccive  any  hurt  from  our  forces,  are  thofe  countries  which  they  poflefr 
in  America,  and  from  which  they  receive  the  gold  and  fdvcr  which 
inflame  their  pride,  and, incite  them  to  infult  nations  more  powerfid 
(baa  themfelvcs.  By  Icizing  any  part  of  thofe  wealthy  regions,  we 
fliall  flop  the  fountain  of  their  treafure,  reduce  them  to  immediate 
Jienttry,  and  compel  them  to  folicit  peace  upon  any  conditions  that 
we  fliall  condescend  to  oficr  them. 

The  neeefflity  of  invading  thefc  countries,  my  Lords,  was  per- 
hBiy  underftood,  and  very  diflin^y  explained,  when  the  forces 
defiined  forthatexpedition  were  delayed,  and  when  the  attempt  at  Car- 
diagena  milcarried ;  nothing  was  more  pathetical  than  the  ccnnphunts 
of  the  patriots,  who  fpared  no  labour  to  inform  cither  the  Senate  or 
the  nation  of  the  advantages  which  fuccefs  would  have  procured. 
9iit  what  meafures  have  been  taken  to  repair  our  lofies,  or  to  regain 
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Mir  honour  j  sr  vAm  jiew  fdhtmte  have  been  famed  for  nuldiig  aa 
attack  mate  forciUe  upon  fomc  weiJcer  part  i 

Every  one  Can  remmbcr,  that  the  mifi:axriage  of  that  enterpriee 
mn  imputed  not  to  its  dificidty,  tior  to  Ae  Anngc  of  tfac  Spaniards^ 
nor  to  tkeArength  of  disir  WMlct,  but  to  the  un^kilfulneTs  of  our 
aftcer*f  and  the  impropncty  of  the  fciifon ;  and  it  was,  tbcreJbrcs 
without  doubt  thought  not  impofliblc  to  attack  the  Spanifh  colonies 
iritb^eetift }  tut  vrhy  then,  mj  Lords,  have  tfary  hiiheno  tiifiered 
the  SpanUrdt  to  (tifciplhie  Aeir  Roofs,  and  ftrengthcn  xtuAi  works  at 
Ivfim,  that  at  length  they  may  focurety  fet  us  at  defiauce,  and  plun- 
4cr  Our  mETchants  withotR  fear  of  vengeance? 

Ttwn,  my -Lords,  has  our  real  imereft  been  neg)e6ted  In  purfuit 
not  ftf  any  cftbcr  Tcbeme  of  equal  advant^e,  bm  of  the  empty  dtlc 
df  the  arbiters  of  Ewqie  ;  we  have  fufiiered  our  trade  to  be  defiroyed^ 
•nd our- country  iBopoveriflied  for  the.fake  of  hoMiitg  the  balance  tf 
f*weri  tiiai  vamide  balance,  in  which  foJly  and  ambition  are  perpe- 
tually (^izqging  the  weights,  and  wb'K)i  neither  pdicy  nor  ftrengtfc 
could  yet  pecfcrrefteady  for  afingle  year. 

In  tiio  profccution  of  this  idle  icheme,  we  are  about  to  violate  aU 
Ihe  miximt  of  nnTdoai,  and  perhaps  of  juftice ;  we  are  ^ont  t« 
deftroy  the  cad  by  the  mean's  wihich  we  make  ufe  of  to  promote  it, 
•o  endanger  our  country  more  by  attempting  to  hinder  the  chalet 
which  are  projected  in  Europe,  than  their  accompliflunent  wHl  en- 
danger it,  and  CO  ddrvec-up  Ourfclves  to  France  before  the  msket 
any  demand  of  fubmifion  from  vs. 

If  any  excufe  ix>uld  be  made  for  expeditions  fo  likely  to  end  ia 
ruin,  it  mnfi:  be  thatjuflke  required  them ;  and  that  if  we  fuAr,we 
It  Isaft  fufier  in  fupput  of  right,  and  in  an  boneA  endeavour  fli 
promote  idie  execution  of  the  ^reat  laws  of  moral  equity ;  tfaat  if  nc 
hH  of  fuccefs  we  (hall  always  have  the  confutation  of  having  meat 
well,  and  of  having  deferved  thofe  vi^toitcs  which  we  could  not  gain. 

But,  upon  an  impartial  furvoy  of  the  caufe  in  which  we  are  going 
to  engage,  and  on  which  we  are  about,  to  hazard  our  own  happi- 
neis,  and  that  of  our  pofterity,  I  can  difcover  no  fucb  apparent  jufikc 
on  die  fide  c^  the  Qi^n  of  Hungary,  as  ought  to  incite  diAaotss- 
tions  to  elpoufe  her  quarrel,  to  raife  armies  in  her  favour,  to  coa- 
iidcr  her  caulp  as  tbM  of  huiban  nature,  and  to  profecute  tho6  Ak 
invade  Iter  territories*  as  the  etKBiies  of  general  fociety. 
»  TTie 
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'The  Pragmatic  SanAion,  my  Lords,  by  which  &e  dalma  all  the 
hereditary  dorainions  of  her  famUy,  cannot  ckange  the  natuve  al  right 
and  wrong,  hot  invalidate  any  chtm  before  fcbAftiag,  -  indeft  by  tin 
confent  of  the  prince  by  whom  it  was  made.  TJk  £kd«r  of  Batana 
may  therefore  urge  in  his  own  defence,  that  by  the  elder  fifter  be  hn 
a  clear  and  indlfput^Ie  right,  a  right  from  wbich  be  nevec  seceded, 
as  he  never  concurred  in  the  Pragmatic  Saa^Uon ;  he.  may  iheiefore 
charge  this  illuftrioua  pnocefs,  for  whom  lb  swny  troops  ar«  laHed* 
-and  for  whom  fb  mvch  blood  i«  about  to.  be  iked,  witb  if(Nffaittaa« 
with  detention  of  the  dominions  <^  other  potentates,  aad  witb  aa 
•bftinate  a&rtion  of  a  faHc  tjde. 

That  the  Fragcnatic  Sandion  a  generally  uaderftaod  to  be  an>ufta 
appears  fufficiently  from  the  conduft  t^  thojB  powers  who,  thotigh 
engaged  by  folemn  ftipolations  to  fHHnrt  it,  yat  ktak  unconcuRed 
(HI  the  violation  of  it,  and  appear  coafiitfed*  that  the  ptinces  wh» 
are  now  dividing  among  tbemleWet.  tie  Auftcian  doetiniuss^  pro- 
duce  claims  which  cannot  be  oppofed  without  a  njanifitA  dtAvgwd  at 
juftice. 

Tbe  pretenrKHu  of  thefe  princea  at^  indeed  to  hsvttbem  taorq 
attentively  confidered,  when  this  guaranty  wat  firft  damanded ;  f«i 
it  is  evident,  that  either  no  fuch  compact  ought  to  have  baenjaiade, 
er  that  it  ought  now  tobe  obfenrcd ;  and  that  thefe  wbanoHjiiAify 
the  negkd  of  it,  by  urging  its  injiifiicc,  ought  to  have  leiaM  ac- 
ceffion  to  it  for  the  fame  reaJbn.  But  it  is.  probable,  that  they  witt 
urge  in  their  defence,  what  cannot  eaftlybe  confiitc|},  tlot  tiMiacotk* 
fent  «ras  obtained  by  oifcvpFcfentatians  j  and  that  he  whvhaa  pro^ 
niifed  to  do  any  thing  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  is  right,  is  not  bound 
by  that  promife,  when  he  has  difcovered  it  to  be  wrong. 

But  though  juflice  may,  my  Lords,  be  pretended,  I  am  fiir  from 
doubting,  thai  policy  has  in  reality  fiqaplied  the  motives  upon  wbidi 
thefc  powers  proceed.  Since  the  world  u  evidently  govemad  more 
by  intereft  than  virtue,  I  think,  it  not  unreafonable  to  iiMgine,  that 
they  form  their  mcaiures  according  to  their  own  cxpefbatiom  of  ad* 
vam;^ ;  and  as  I  do  not  believe  our  coantrymen  diflinguiflied  ironi 
the  reft  of  manliind  by  any  peculiar  difregard  of  themlelves,  it  nray 
not  be  improper  to  examine,  even  in  this  place,  wbotber  by  reftoring 
the  Houle  of  Ai^ia  to  its  ancient  grcatnefs,  we  /haJl  pmnu^  oui 
•wn  ha^ne&,  or  that  of  the  empire,  or  of  the  reit  of  Kurope. 

T* 
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To  ourfelVec,  my  Lonis,  I  do  not  fee  what  alSftapcc  can  be  given 
in  tinie  of  danger  bj  this  Hou&,  however  powerful,  or  however 
friendly ;  for  I  fuppofe  We  (ball  never  Aifier  it  to  grow  powerful  by 
fea  as  w«Il  as  by  land,  and  by  fea  only  can  we  receive\benefits  or 
injaries. 

What  adrantaga  the  reft  of  Europe  may  promife  themfelves  fi-om 
die  rtftoration  of  die  Auftrian  power,  may  be  learned,  my  Lords, 
bom  die  hiftory  of  the  great  Emperor  Charles  6k  Fifth,  who  for 
many  yean  kept  the  world  in  continual  alarms,  ranged  from  nation 
to  nation  with  ince&nt  and  infatiable  ambition,  made  war  only  for 
the  exanSion  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  employed  his  power  and 
his  abilities  in  haraffing  the  ncighbotuing  princes,  and  dtfturbing-  the 
tranquillity  of  mankind. 

Nor  did  his  fucceflbrs,  my  Lords,  though  weakened  by  die  divifion 
«r  his  dominions,  enjoy  tiicir  power  with  greater  moderation,  or 
eJiert  it  ta  belter  purpofes.  It  is  well  known,  that  they  endeavoured 
4ie  fubvtrlion  of  both  the  liberties  and  religion  of  the  fubordioate 
ftates  of  the  empire,  and  that  the  great  King  of  Sweden  was  called 
into  Oennany,  ai  well  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  religion, 
»  of  the  rights  of  the  eledors. 

.  This,  my  Lords,  is  fo  generally  known  and  confefled,  that  Puffen- 
doff,  the  heft  writer  on  the  German  conftitution,  has  declared  it 
dUadmnti^eout  to  the  empiie  to  place  at  iu  bead  a  prince  too  power- 
fid  by  his  hereditary  dominions,  fince  they  will  always  fiirnilh  him 
with  fiwce  to  dppreft  the  weaker  princes  j  and  it  ii  not  often  found, 
that  be  who  has  the  power  to  opprefs,  is  reftrained  by  principles  of 
juSice. 

It  appears  therefore  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  the  late  eledHon  of  an 
Emperor  was  made  with  fufiicient  regard  to  the  general  good ;  and 
that  therefore  neither  policy  nor  equity  oblige  us  to  a^  in  a  manner 
dificrcnt  from  the  other  powers  who  are  joined  in  the  fame  engage- 
ments, of  whom  I  do  not  learn  by  any  of  the  common  channels  of 
intelligence,  that  any  of  them  intend  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic 
SanSion  :  for  no  newfpaper  or  pamphlet  has  yet  informed  us,  tb^t 
any  of  the  other  powers  are  hiring  auxiliaries,  or  regulating  the  marcb 
of  dieir  troops,  or  making  any  uncommon  preparations,  which  maj 
foretoken  an  expedition  againfl  the  Emperor  or  his  allies. 

Yet,  my  Lords,  diey  arc  not  rellrained  firom  attacking  die  Emperor 
by  (6  ftrong  obje^ions  as  may  be  made  to  the  prcleut  defign ;  for 
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■diejr  owe  him  no  obedience  as  their  Sprereigii^  nor  have  ctHitribated 
to  the  acquiiition  of  his  honaufs  1  they  have  not,  like  his  Majefty, 
givcD  their  votes  for  his  exaltation  to  the  imperial  feat,  nor  have 
acknowledged  his  right  by  granting  him  an  aid.  They  might,  titere- 
fbrc,  withoiU  charge  of  di&oyalty  or  inconfvilcncy,  endeavour  to  de* 
throne  him  j  but  how  his  Majefiy  can  engage  in  any  fuch  defign, 
after  having  zealoufly  promoted  his  advancement,  and  caofirmed  his 
de^on  by  the  ufual  acknowledgment,  I  am  not  able  to  undcrftaod. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  believes  himfclf  reftrained 
by  his  own  a£b,  and  thinks  it  abfunl  to  fight  againft  an  Emperor 
who  obtained  the  throne  by  his  choice ;  he  therefore  has,  with  bii 
ufual  wildom,  refufed  to  eng^e  in  the  confederacy,  nor  have  either 
promifes  or  concelEons  been  able  to  obtain  moic  from  hitn  than  a 
bare,  neutrality. 

Whether  indeed  any  more  than  a  nentrality  be  intended  even  by 
this  pompous  armament,  for  which  we  are  now  required  to  provide* 
I  may  be  allowed  to  doubt ;  ilnce  the  troops  that  are  hired  at  fo  high 
a  rate  are  fuch  as  cannot  a£t  againfl  the  enemies  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  widiout  breach  of  the  imperial  conflitutions. 

It  has  been  already  juftly  obferved  in  this  debate,  that  when  the 
Emperor  has  obtained  from  the  Diet  an  aid  of  fifty  months,  that  a& 
is  confidered .  as  an  authentic  recognition  of  his  title  j  nor  can  any 
of  the  German  princes  afterwards  make  war  againft  him,  without 
fubjeding  his  dominions  to  the  imperial  interdid,  and  lofing  the  pri- 
vileges of  his  fgvereignty. 

That  the  picfent  Emperor  has  already  received  this  ackoowtedg- 
ment,  and  been  confelTed  by  his  Majefty,  as  Eledor  of  Hanover,  to 
be  legally  invefted  with  the  imperial  dignity,  is  well  known  {  and 
therefore  I  cannot  by  any  method  of  reafoning  dii(;ovcr,  nor  have 
yet  found  any  man  able  to  inform  me,  why  the  troops  of  Hanov«r 
are  cholen  before  thole  of  any  odier  nation,  for  a  defign  which  they 
cannot  execute  without  ruining  their  Sovereign  if  tbcy  bil ;  and 
infringing  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  if  they  Ihould  happen  to 
fucceed  i 

I  (bould  therefore  have  imagined,  that  the  affidance  of  the  Qj^een 
of  Hungary'  was  only  pretended,  and  that  the  forces  were  only  de- 
figned  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  continent,  and  to  difpUy  their  fcarlst 
-at  the  expence  of  Britain,  had  not  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  third 
in  this  debau  informed  us,  that  they  will  in  reality  march  into  Ger- 
many! 
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Btany;  a  dsfign,  my  Lords,  fe  romantic,  un&^snable,  and  danger- 
■«U5,  ihat  diough  I  canBM  doubt  it  afwr  fuch  a^vrances,  I  Oioald^  not  | 
have  'beHaved  k  tm  any  otlw ;  a  tkfign  whicK  i  bope  every  man 
«fao  regards  the  welftre  of  rim  kingdom  wiU  inde&cig^)}]'  oppolii, 
-and  whieh  every  Briton  muft  with  thu  fome  lucky  accident  nay 
.fruftnite. 

To  fimd  an  anny  into  Germany,  my  Lordi,  is  to  luzard  oar  native 
CMtniry  without  necefity,  withoot  tempntion,  without  pro^icd  or 
pwflibBiy  of  advantage ;  it  is  to  engage  in  a  (juarrel  which  has  no  I 
Bclaeoo  to  owr  doninioiK,  or  r^hts,  or  comaoerce ;  a  quarrel  from 
wfakh,  however  it  be  decided,  we  can  neither  hope  for  any  iiKreafe 
«f  our  wealib,  our  force,  or  our  influence ;  but  which  may  involve 
us  in-  a  war  without  ead,  in  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  obtaia  die 
vi£tory>  and  in  which  we  muliyet  either  conquer  or  be  undone.  I 

.  Surdy,  my  Lords,  an  expediaon  lilcc  this  was  never  undertaken 
before*  without  confultiog  the  Senate,  and  declaring  the  motives  on 
-wbicfa  it  was  deAgncd :  furely  never  was  any  fupply  of  this  nacnre 
-Amanfed,  without  Ibmo  previous  difcovevies  to  this  Houfit  of  the 
importance  of  the  fervice  for  which  they  were  required  to  provide. 
Gtt  this  oecafion,  my  Lords^  alt  the  councils  of  the  governnunt  are 
covered  by  a  cloud  of  a&ded  fecrecy,  nor  is  any  knowledge  of  oar 
af&irs  to  be  gained,  but  from  papers  which  arc  noc  to  be  regarded 
bere,  tiic  printed  votes  of  the  other  Houfe. 

-  1  a«  always  my  Lords,  inctined  to  fulped  anufual  lecrecy,  and 
to  imagine,  that  men  either  conceal  their  meafures,  becaufe  ihey  can- 
not defend  them  ;  or  »fk&  an  apfiearance  of  concealing  them,  when 
in  reality  they  have  yet  projei^trd  nothing,  and  draw  the  vctl  widi  un— 
common  care,  only  left  it  flwirfd'  be  dircovcred  tlwit  there  is  nothins 
'iMhind  it  t  as  when  palaces  arc  fliewn,  thofe  apartment*  iidtich  uv 
■«mpiy,  are  carcfulty  locked  up. 

To  confefs  my  opinion  without  refeive,  I  am  not  fo  much  indtocd 
M  believe,  Aat  our  mintfters  dcfigns  are  bad,  as  that  they  defign 
Uothtog  i' and  fuTpcA  that  this  mighty  army,  fo-lavilfaly  p^,  and 
colleftcd  from  fuch  diftant  parts,  is  to  regulate  its  motions  by  ac- 
cident, ziii  to  wait  without  adion,  ttU  fome  change  in  the  ftatc  •  i 
of  Europe  Qai\  make  it  more  eafy  for  ouc  minifters  to  form  dieir  j 
fcheme.       '        '  ■ 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  by  Ibme  accident  more  fovourable  than  ^*e 
have  atptefentixiaCbit  toexpe^^  our  German  expedition  will  be  re- 
tarded, 
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.ddtyjxiag  £aui^  frivn  the  Ff;ciicb  ^a^bition,  and  of  refiqrit^  iin 
ancient  grcatncfs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  I  hope  every  day,  ^  it 
aWsiQdwrwpciience,  jji-iU  di^pifl^ fhu  sf (tQ^ir ,wluch  Is'^ncrally 
ihe  oiea  fff  unp^^  y>e.y^  y'^^  '}f  fogiinwily  xall^  bjr  partid 

jhU  io  tiiife  thJojc  .j^t  no  adv»at^  fo  jch?,ir  flcUo^.rubjeas  fp  Jw 
ilooaicdjcqii^t  ttte  b^tles  of  other  nfti.9ns^  jfuid  to  be  called  out, 
into  every  field,  yii\erfi  f^y  ft^^  ^^¥<^  jp  .^B"  ^l^c  bl^oJ  ig  to  i>e 
ihed.  I  iuipe  they  y^l  be  t^ygh^,xhat  f\g  fuily  t:tu6ne&  of  Brit^^n  ia 
comdietce;aadAha£.iyhitp.ouTXUij^  p^ai^  ^[qoleflcd^  v^  jaay  fit  ^t 
eafe^whi^ieKer  Ik  the  vkjigtis  c^  .?!^iit  -Q^  ^  p.ptenute,s  on,the  co^- 
linent^  Au  acme  butnayal  potyer  caa  endanger  our.fa.^7>  ajidthat 
it  is  tut  jieod&ry  {<fi  .us  to  enquire,  how  foreign  territories  are 
4iftrthuled,  wbot  family  iy)profu:bcs  to  Us  cxtinAion*  Qr  ?hcre  a  (uc- 
ceflw.TiU  be  foiuid  to  any  ^ther  crown  t^aaj^at  of  Britain. 

If  thefe  maxims  were  once  generally  underftood,  from  how  much 
fecfiadty  ttouU  our  cotuilfjis  be  iet  fr^e  I  how  -inany  thoufands  of 
«ur  -fisUov-fubje^  WQuid  be  prclerved  from  ^ughter  i  and  how 
much  jTOuId  our  «:ealtb  be  ^cre^d,  by  living  .thofe  iiims  which  are 
.jeeulyfqtux)deffdinidlee^4^iUojis,orinnegptiatioits.eqs>al]yureIe^, 
aod  perhay  equally  e^^nfive  ?  Had  tb^fe  principles  been  receiv^  by 
our  forefathers,  we  might  now  have  given  laws  to  the  world,  and 
^iIh^  9ur.poaerity  will  ^itb  equal  xeafon  %,  How  happy,  how 
gmtt,  itnd  formidable  they  ibould  have  .tKcn,  h^d  not  wc  attempted 
xo  6/1  aifd  .to  )H>ld  ^  balance  of  power,  ^nd  negle&d  the  intercft  of 
wu  country  fcr  t}>e  pfefetyation  of  the  Houii  of  Auftria  1 

Thiii,  qiy  I^r^t,  I  have  endeavoured  t9  explain  and  enforce  my 
opinion  of  tt>e  pieafuies  in  whi<;h  our  minifl.ers  have  en^ged  the 
iiaiion  i  ijUid  Jiope,  that  I  fluU  riot  tie  accufcd  of  being  inituehced  in 
my.dcKrmiofitions  by  perioi^  prejudices,  nor  of  having  changed  my 
opii^ipps  >vith  regard  to  pulilic  affairs,  in  con&queoce  of  any  change 
.pf  the  peitbns  by  whom  th?y  ftre  condu^d.  For  if  (ay  fentiments 
have  ever  been  thought  imponant  enough  to  be  retained  in  memory, 
J  can,  with  the  utmoft  confidence,  appeal  to  all  thofe  who  can  lecol- 
icct  what  I  have  formerly  faid,  when  the  re-efkbliflimuM  of  the 
^gufe  of  Auftria  was  the  fubjci^  of  our  confultations ;  and  defy  the 
.moft.rigorput  and  attentive  examiner  of  my  condu^V,  to  .prove,  that 
there  ever  .was  a.time,  in  fi^ich  I  thought  it  jKcellar^  or  exj||;dJ9]il 
yoL.II.  V  '  "    "        fat 
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for  the  BritMh  n^ition  to  be  entangled  in  difpntes  on  die  c 
or  to  employ  her  urns  in  regulating  the  pretenlioiu  of  c 
■  powers. 

I  was  always  of  opinion,'  my  Lords,  that  peace  is  the  moil  eligiUe 
ftate,  and  that  the  eafe  oF  fecurity  is  to  be  preferred  to  Ac  honour  of 
viflorj.  I  always  thought  peace  particularly  neceflary  to  a  tnding; 
people  i  and  at  I  have  yet  found  no  reafon  to  alter  my  fentHiieiilSt 
and  as  auxiliaries  cannot  be  of  any  ufe  but  in  time  of  war,  I  fliaU  en- 
deavour to  |H-omote  peace  by  joining  in  the  modoo. 

Lord  CHOLMOHDELEr  fpoke  to  this  eSed : — My  Lords,  Not- 
'wilfaftanding  the  atrocious  charges  which  have  been  ui^ed  widi  fo 
much  vehemence  againfl  the  miniftry ;  notwithflanding  the  feUy 
and  abfurdity  which  Ibme  Lords  have  imagtoed  tfaetnfelvet  to  have 
dilcovered  in  the  prefent  meaTuret,  I  cannot  yet  prevail  upon  mylelf, 
whatever  may  be  my  veneration  for  their  integtity,  or  my  coofidcnoe 
in  their  alnlities,  to  approve  the  motion  for  which  they  fo  eameftlj 
contend. 

To  comply  with  this  motion,  my  Lords,  would  be.  Id  myoi»ntam 
to  betray  die  general  caufe  of  mankind,  to  interrupt  die  focccb  «f 
the  aflertfl'S  of  liberty^  to  give'up  all  the  CMiditent  at  onoe  to  die 
Houfe  of  Bourbon»  to  defeat  all  the  meafurcs  of  oat  aoceftms  ud 
ourlelves,  and  to  invite  the  oppreflbrs  of  manldnd  to  extend  tbeir 
clums  of  univerial  dominion  to  the  ifland  of  Britain. 

Of  the  meafures  which  we  are  now  to  confider,  T  tiiink  the  defence 
at  once  obvious  «nd  unanfweiable ;  and  (hould  advife,  that  inflsad  of 
exerting  an  ulelels  la^acity  in  uncertain  conje^res  on  fiituie  events, 
or  difplaying  unfcaronable  knowledge  by  the  ciution  of  autboritiet, 
or  the  recollection  of  ancient  faSts,  every  Lwd  Qtould  attcadvely 
compare  the  ftate  into  which  Europe  was  reduced  foon  after  the  death 
of  the  late  Emperor,  with  that  in  which  it  now  appears;  andenquire 
to  what  caufes  foch  fudden  and  important  changes  are  to  be  afcribed. 
He  will  then  eafily  difcover  the  efficacy  of  the  Britilh  mcaTuref ;  and 
"be  convinced,  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  vrtiidi  the  intereft  of  (fail 
'  nation  required. 

When  I  hear  it  alked  by  the  noble  Lords,  What  eSefii  have  beao    | 
produced  by  our  armaments  and  expences  i  For  what  end  sunliancs 
are  hired,  and  why  our  armies  ate  tranfported-  into  Flanders  i  I  can- 
not but  fufi)e£t,  my  Lords,  Aat  this  affection  of  ignorance  is  only 
intended  to  irriute  their  opponents  j  that  tfaey  fupprefo  hSts  with 

DolizodbyGoOglc 


A.  1742-3.]  T  H  B    A  ft  H  r.  Saj 

vUA  they  aft  'well  acquuoted,  oaty  ihst  they  may  h»e  an  oppor- 
tanityof  giving  vent  to  their  paffioat,  ofdifplaying  their  imagination 
in  ailfiil  rcift'otches,  uid  exercifing  their  cdoquence  in  fplendid  decta-j 
nutiiMn.  I  believe  ibey  hi<le  what  they  know  where  to  £nd,  only 
to  oblige  odien  to  dtt'liteur  of  producing  ic{  and  afk  queftionit 
BOt  becauTe  they  want  or  deiue  information,  but  becaufe  they  hop* 
to  weary  tbofe  vrtiofe  ftadoos  condemn  them  to  the  u&  of  anfwering 

The  effefb,  my  L«Mrdi,  which  the  affilbnce  given  by  u*  to  the 
Qneen  of  Hungary  have  already  produced,  are  the  recovery  of  one 
kiogdoiB,  and  tbe  fiifety  of  the  reft;  the  exclufion  of  the  Spaniards 
fiqtt  Italy  on  the  one  pirt,  and  on  the  other  tbe  confinement  of  them 
in  it,  without  eidier  the  fu{^lic«  for  war,  or  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

Tbde,  my  Lords,  are  furcly  great  advantages ;  but  thcfe  are  not 
tbe  greateft  which  we  have  realbn  to  h(^.  Our  .vigour  and  rcfolu- 
tion  have  at  laft  animated  the  Dutch  to  fufpend  for  a  time  dieir  atten- 
tioo  to  trade  and  money,  and  to  confidcr  what  they  feldom  much 
Rgaid,  the  ftate  of  other  nationi ;  she  mc^  rich  and  powerful  of  their 
provinces  have  already  determined  to  concur  in  the  re-edablifhment 
of  tbe  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  if  the  a[^>robation  of  the  rellr  be  neccT- 
firy,  it  i*  Ukdy  to  be  obtained  by  the  lame  method  of  proceeding. 

ThiUr  my  Lwdt,  we  have  a  prdped  of  doing  that  which  dw 
minifters  of  Que«i  Ajuw,  whofe  fideGty,  wildom,  and  addrefs,  have 
been  16  often  and  h  invidioufly  commMtded,  thought  their  greateft 
boDourj  and  tbe  ftiongeft  proof  of  4ieir  abilities,  We  may  tooa 
form  another  coiifedency  againft  die  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  at  a  time 
wlien  Lows  XIV.  is  not  at  its  head,  at  a  time  when  it  is  exbaufted 
bynpeufive  projefis ;  and  when,  dierefore,  it  cannot  make  the  iame 
tefiftance  as  vriien  it  was  before  attacked. 

-  By  purfiiing  the  fcbeme  which  is  aow  formed,  with  fleadineft 
■nd  vdour,  9t  may  perfas^  re-inftate  all  thofe  nations  in  their  liber- 
ties, wibom  cowardice,  t»-  ne^igence,  or  credulity  have,  during  the 
Ul  century,  delivered  up  to  the  ambition  of  Fiance :  we  may  con- 
fine that  fwellmg  monarchy,  vrtuch  has  from  year  to  year  torn  down 
tfaeboondaries  of  its  neigM>otiis,  within  its  ancient  limits,  and  dif- 
■bte  it  for  ages  from  giving  any  new  alarms  to  mankind,  and  from 
tmafcing  any  other  efforts  for  the  acqnifition  of  univei<al  dominion  { 
1*e  may  le-eftaUilh  the  Houfe  of  Auftrla  as  the  great  barrier  of  tbe 
'VOrU*  by  utiich  itispreferved  on  oneput  from  being  laid  mfte  by 
Ya  tte 
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tlwb«1ttr)c^oftlHTwto,  iiid  on  Ao  otter  fron  WliigeHda*«lbf 
fMititer  tyrantt,  ud  orer-nm  f^  itte  anUrian  t>f  Fmicc. 

£)«vMtid  with  fuch  rucoefs,  and  tmajnngai  b^  fiich  pnfptA*,  m 
ought  foKly,  toy  Lords,  to  prtffs  forward  in  a  puti,  wbcre  «m  faatc 
hithHM  found  no  dificuMes,  and  which  Itadi  dinOif  ts  fotid  peace 
knd  hiiptRMfe,  which  no  dangers  or  temirtcan  hemfteriatetru^; 
WC  enghl,  mftead  of  TcUxing,  to  redotM*  our  eSorti  j  a^d  M  k- 
Biember,  that  by  exerting  ^1  our  ftrength  and  all  our  influence  for  a 
IboTt  time.  We  ftalt  not  only  fecure  oorielm  and  our  poAaitf  frxnn 
firfblence  and  appnl&aa,  but  ball  (jflablilb  the  tranquil)^  tt  tfte 
vorld,  and  promote  the  general  &tici^  of  Ae  human  fpacio. 

Foe  theft  great  purpofei,  my  Lordt,  are  tbofe  ModKuriet  vtiltimiy 
of  which  fotne  Lords  now  require  the  diTmiffion,  and  tbelit  vmiw 
CnrnTported,  iiiiich  part  of  the  oation  is  by  ftlfe  repoits  iodiaad  to 
ncal ;  but  I  hope  that  fuch  unrealbnable  denundB  will  not  b«  grati- 
fied, and  that  the  &tith  of  treatiet,  the  ties  of  friendflup,  the  cd  tt 
juftlce,  and  the  expe£lations  of  onr  aUim,  wSl  eafdy  pmnil  up» 
your  Lordflnpt  to  de^fe  the  imnnms  a£  prgndke,  and  die  eatciia 
<tf  feflion. 

Lord  BATitRidiedt&  the  Mla0iiitgdfeat-'<]^Xjofldi,  Ai  t  Mm 
far  from  ihiiikiiig,  tiuK  aiqr  advice  at  d^iiaoit  can  be  of  ay  ufe  ia 
this  ilMffiotte  Afiembly,  I  Aodd  hare  ii£tcaed  ia  fiknce  t^-ikn  dc- 
htMi  important  aa  it  is,  had  1  oat-jbtnightat  rby  doDf  todcfend  hofc 
•what  I  approved  in  the  Oohacili  aadcon&derDdit  aBanaA^AjHV. 
^ce  and  tneannefa  to  Mlpofirdy  dow^  thcilream  of  pof  uiuit^nA 
to  fiiffer  Diy  redba  and  aayistegrity  ts  be  oreitomBby  tfae^oifejf 
vulgar  clamours,  which  hayti>cenraifad<gynft  the  »■  i^waa  af  ifce 
^goMmmain  by  ihe  kair  arts  of  rOcaggesstiiM,  fiflacioas  wa&pngt. 
and  partial  rep refe citations.  Il  'is  sot  withmtt  xoncem^  tofltMia^ 
<b«t  even  Inihi&HadcI  oUerw  f<taie  tndinatian  to,gntifyihe  ptcju- 
-dices  of  the  people,  and -to  laon&rm  tfaeai  .in  their  cnutMH<rfate 
'/ereign  itrovpK,  t>y  the  ftoar-ortifiiz  eif  OKiteniptuaas  bngnagcb  Tkt^ 
diipuie  jfeout  words,  is  jodoed  ieUaoi  oCefuI:;  and  whtai^arfUMB 
ifo  wcighiyas  tMerave  before  nt,  maybe  ;^uftly  TTfrrH  ia  •  ifrnpig, 
-I  fiiaUthnsfore  vnly  idirfanre,  thBttfcctennn»a»ur)M,«faiAa;in  ' 
«he  metton  -ap^icd  io  ^k  ieraa  nf  Hanoner, .  finai  s  ihdigi  il  iraAi^ 
rtoaffiiA.the  paffions  tfaan  ui&«eoce  the-ceaTan,  aad.Miii 
«Kpnls  aifaitiailty  wliiab  canuC  he  jufiiSed. 
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But  it  •»  iur  man  iwot&ry,  *iy  Lor4s,  to  con&kr  upon  what 
jBodwt  the  tiMpi  of  Hwmwr  wwe  hired,  than  by  wbat  deaomiiu-. 
tioo  ihejr  m^  mift  propul^  k*  ndW  l  Bnii  thercfiire  I  flull  uulev 
▼oor  Co  cxffaia  the  FFaftns  Bbkb  induce4  the  miniftry  to  renin  them, 
and  which,  I  fuppofe,  faure  prerattod  upM  tho  Cpotnwiw  tp  provulc 
fiir  thoc  fupport. 

It'  has  bwn  afbed.  Why  t)M  trocps  of  Huovtr  were  prefcrted  tp 
diofe  of  soy  other  axdaa  f  Aad  it  hu  bfca  iofisuated,  that  pur  dft" 
tenuiuttoii  was  influenced  by  natijnn  very.d4flerent  from  that  ngfud 
iriiidi  every  Briton  ami  to  the  intereft  of  his  native  couDtry.  But 
to  this  imputation,  however  fpedoua  and  however  popular,  it  may  he 
irith  great  Security  replied,  riutt  there  was  no  prefiuesce,  becaufe  thee* 
waa  no  choice ;  that  there  was  a  t^ccff  ty  for  hiring  tropps,  and  that 
no  other  troops  were  to  be  obtained  i  and  whoever  Qull  endeavour  to 
ionlidalctfaia  defence,  tnuft  engage  lU  an  undertaking  of  which  I  can 
bcUly  affirm,  that  be  will  find  it  very  difficult.  He  mufl  ^cw  what 
ppw«r  wooM  have  been  aUc  or  willing  to  have  furniflted  ut  with 
amnion  tbia  oocafiaa ;  and  I  am  coofideoc,  that  whoever  {hall  with 
this  defign  take  a  deliberate  iiirrey  of  the  feveral  kiogdomt  and  ilates 
ef  Europe,  will  find,  that  there  is  tM  other  pjrmce  to,whom  we  could 
have  applied  on  this  oceafion,  without  gteMw  inpoi^veniencies  dun 
can  reafiMably  be  feared  from  the  pre&nt  ftipwlatita  with  Hanover. 

Tbe  rcaibm  indeed,  for  whidi  this  flqwhtion  w%  made,  ajqwarqd 
lb  ifeongi  w^n  it  was  conftderad  in  the  coirocil,  that  it  was  unani- 
jnoufly  determined  neceRaiy ;  nor  was  At  conclufion  hafiily  made 
in  an  dftmbly  of  particular  periens,  who  nugbt  be  fufpc^cd  of 
bvounng  it  from  .private  vieart,  and  of  being  convened  «in  purpoje 
to  pot  it  H)  nwcatton :  ic  was  debased  by  a  gnatniHnber  with  great 
fblemnity}  not'cananyTfnnfey,that  heofdy  yielded  to  wbat  he  fouad 
it  in  rain  to  •<)ppefe ;  for  iheponfent  given  was  not  a  tacit  acquief- 
c»ce,  btit  a  vetbal  appf)ttbati(Mi.  So  f^  was  this  part  of  our  nca- 
fures  from  being  the  advice  of  any  fingle  man,  or  tranfadxd  with  that 
-fblicltons  fttfttywhiofa-iitfae  a&al  r^ige  Afbld  dc%ni. 

%  has 'teen  aflsited  libeanJej  aa^  Irfnds,  and-wi^  much  greater 
appearaooe  iaf  jtiftice,  that  this  whde  defign  Jhas  bflcn  formed  afid 
conduAed  mMtM  .the  cttdcsrronqe  «r.  approbation  of  the  Seaite  j 
and  that '^nrt<(*e  it  can  be  cwMUeied  only  at  a  ^ryntc  (cheme  to  be 
^KiMbBd  at  tb6:^Uic  enftaotf  «  a  pl«>  formed  by  tbe  miAiftry  jto 
aggEMidac  or  jyatiioeahtnifctves  atibfrbaurd  <tf.thc(MUiBlt. 
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But  even  thit,  my  Lords,  i*  a  iiulr«preftntati«n,  Aaagb  a  auC- 
reprefentation  more  artful,  and  more  dificiik  to  defeat ;  haonricj  in 
order  to  the  juftification  of  our  meafiires,  it  is  necefiaiy  m  take  a 
review  of  paft  tranfkAioiu,  and  to  confider  wbat  mi  neeAtHf 
implied  by  former  detcimtnttioiw  of  the  Senate. 

The  period,  my  Lords,  to  which  this  conlideratios  wiO  neceSmlj 
carry  U3  back,  ii  the  time  at  ndiicb,  after  the  late  ttdiont  war,  a  peace 
was,  on  whatever  terms,  concluded  with  France.  It  is  wdi  known, 
that  the  confederates  demanded,  among  other  advantages,  a  ceffion 
of  that  part  of  Flanders,  which  had  been  for  many  yean  in  the  pc^ 
feUion  of  Spain,  and  which  opened  a  way  by  vrtiich  the  ambition  of 
'the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  might  make  inroads  at  plcafure into  tbedo- 
inlnions  of  either  the  Auftrians  or  Dutch.  This  they  were  ianoe- 
diately  interefted  in  preventing;  and  as  we  knew  the  neceffity  of 
preferving  the  equipoife  of  power,  we  likewife  were  remotely  engaged 
to  promote  any  meafures  by  which  it  might  be  fecured.  In  this  Ae~ 
mand,  therefore,  all  the  coofederate  powers  naturally  uiuted,  and  hf 
their  united  influence  enforced  compliance.  But  though  it  was  eafy 
with  no  great  profundity  of  political  knowledge  to  difcorer  firoin 
whom  thefe  provinces  fliould  be  taken  away,  to  whom  they  jhooU 
be  given,  was  a  queftion  of  more  difficulty ;  fmce  they  might  add  to 
the  power  that  had  opportunities  of  improving  them,  fuch  an  incicafe 
of  commerce  and  wealth  as  siigjtt  defeat  the  end  for  wMch  theyweie 
demanded,  and  deftroy  the. balance  of  power,  by  tnuuforring  too 
much  weight  into  another  foak.  And  mankind  baa  kamod,  my 
Lords,  by  expericiice,  that  exorbitant  power  will  always  produce 
exorbitant  pride ;  that  very  few^  when  they  can  c^prefs  with  {ecuri^ 
will  be  contained  within  the  bounds  of  equity  by  the  reftraints  of 
morality  or  of  religion ; :  and  that  therefore  the  only  metiiod  of  cfta- 
btifhtng  a  lafting  peace  is  to  divide  power  ib  equatly,  that  no  party 
nay  have  any  certain  profpeA  of  advantage  by  nuking  war  ufqa 
-  anodier.- 

For  this  reafon,  lay  .Lords,  it  wu  appuently  eootnry  to  our  in- 
tercff  to  gfant  ^ofe  provinces  to  thole  to  whom  by  ibtix  fituati«i 
they  might  have  been  moft' ufcAd..  Such  conntiiet,  and  fiidi  main- 
laAureS'in  -the  hanAs.  c^-a":  people  vetfed  perfasfw  beymd  all  othes, 
'  both  in  dte  Icience  and  the  ftraiagems  of  trade,  and  always  watchfid 
'  ta  Improve  every  o^^rtunity  of  inavafing  their  riches,  would  hawc 
enablei'thett- ia  afberCtiihc  to puicbaft an inteifft  in  dtt  CMvipls 
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of  all  the  lonarobt  of  the  world,  to  have  nubtaliiecl  fleets,  that-. 
o^hthave  covefed  the  ocean,  and-to  have  obtained  that  universal 
ckMaiiuon  to  wbicb  the  French  have  lb  long  a^ured,  and.  whi^,  it  is. 
perhaps  more  for  the  intcreft  of  manldnd,  that  if  lUvcry .cannot  :be 
prevented,  they  Ifaould  (Atain,  at  tiuj  would  perhaps  ufe  their  power 
wid)  more  generoTity.  ''.    - 

.  lite  latne  rcaTon,  my  Lords,  naturally  made  the  Dutch  unwilling, 
to  put  tbefe-ivovinces  in  the  hands  of  Britain ;  for  wc  lilccwife  make 
a  profcflion  of  trade,  though  wc  do  not  purfue  it  with  the  &me 
itdour,  or  to  confefs  the  truth,  with  the  fame  fuccefs :  It  was  not 
^tuwevei  to  be  imagined,  that  there  would  not  be  found  among  at 
Ibme  men  of  fagacity  to  difcern,  and  of  indullry  to  improve  the  op- 
portunities which  the  new  dominions  would  have  put  into  our  hands 
of  vending  our.manu&dtuires  iii  parts,  where  at  prefent  they  are  very 
little  known.  Nor  was  this  the  only  danger  to  be  feared  from  fuch 
an  iiicreafe  of  dominion :  The  Dutch  have  not  yet  forgotten,  that 
though  we  at  firfl  refcucd  them  from  flavery,  patronized  the  in&ncy 
•f  their  ftate,  and  continued  our  guardianship,  till  it  was  grown  up 
to  maturity,  and  enabled  to  fupport  itfclf  by  its  own  ftrcngtb,  yet  we 
^tcrwards  made  very  vigorous  attempts  to  reduce  it  to  its  original 
weakneis,  and  to  fuik  it  into  pupillage  again ;  that  we  attempted  to 
invade  the  mofl  eflential  part  oi  its  rights,  and  to  prcfcribc  the  num*. 
ber  of  fhips  that  it  Should  maintain.  They  know  likewife,  my  I^rds^ 
that  by  the  natural  roution  of  human  affairs,  the  fame  counlels  may 
in  fome  future  reign  be  again  purfued,  or  that  fome  unavoidable  con- 
(^ci  pf  intcreft  may  produce  a  conteft  that  can  be  decided  only  by  the 
fwocd ;  and  then  it  may  eafdy  be  perceived,  how  much  they  would 
be  endangered  by  the  neighbourhood  of  British  gariifons,  and  of 
countries,  where  we  might  maintain  numerous  armies  at  a  very 
finall  expence.  It  is  therefore  00  fubje£t  of  wonder,  that  a  nation 
much  lefs  fubtile  than  the  Dutch  fliould  find  out  how  much  it  was 
dieir  inteieft,  that  we  ihotild  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  our 
own  ifland  j  and  that  we  fhoutd  not  have  it  in  our  power  to  attack 
tbem  with  armies  as  well  as  2cets,  and  at  oitce  to  pbftru£t  their 
fommerce  and  invade  their  country. 

'  There  remained,  therefore,  my  Lords,  no  power  but  the  Em- 
peror to  whom  thefe  provinces  could  be  configned }  and,  to  him, 
thetcfon^  thpy  were  given,  but  given  tmly  in  tnift  for  ^  joint  ad- 
Tuitage  of  the  wbtde  confederacy ;  he  indeed  enjfiys  their  rerenueft 
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On  Cbtffflh'enj  thii  W  fiafl  fuppWt  ihif  garrifcn*  nteaSft  to  tf«*  *c- 
rtnct  J  but  he  cinnol  traftsftlr  thtm  tb  ihy  other  po»er,  Of  iliMatt 
lluto  to  the  dctnimiit  of  ^oTe  TOtHms  who  cotienrrtd  itt  4r- 
ifiHrhig  theni. 

It  may  not  Be  improper;  itlf  LofJs,  to  bWcrW,  A*  fe  t^l^  t**^ 
tn&iepeads  die  juftice  trfour  conduft  with  regaril  tb  tbt  eWBi*if 
eftaUifiKd  at  Oftenfl  fot  carrying  on  a  trade  ttf  the  Edft  Itidlet. 
Tbeffi  Provinces  were  grantdl  to  the  eonfidtrate  PdWftfsi  itid  «M- 
Agned  to  the  Emperor  td  b4  enjoyed  By  him  for  die  commtm  beoA : 
ft  *as,  thercrore,  plainly  intended  by  this  contra^,  thai  Ui  flttiiW 
rffi  none  of  the  advantagek  wKifcfi  thtfc  new  domiiuons  iflftM'dbl  hlM^ 
tti  this  detriment  bf  thofe  po*erS  by  whofe  gift  fie  enjoyed  theib  ;  fiW 
<^ld  it  be  filppofed,  that  the  DutcH  and  Brltalhi  dtbarrM  eich  otHCf 
ftoai  diofc  opportunities  of  trdde  only  io  tnable  the  £MpctM'  tt*  riiril 
the lii  both. 

The  tdwtts,  thcrdferci  my  Lords,  **re  ii  this  date  deteroHbM* 
By  the  Senate  to  be  the  general  property  of  ill  the  Confederate 
Powfers;  acqaihed  ty  their  united  arms,  and  hi  Be  preferved  foir  their 
cbriiiiion  »dvat*t4ge,  ii  tKc  pledge  tlf  peace,  and  the  pilla^am  ef 
tdropc.  If;  thercfbfe;  it  tbbuld  at  dny  tiihe  Kip^h,  tini  tBff 
ftbilM  Bfc  ciidiMgereli  cither  by  the  weaknBft  «  neglcfl  bf  any  6xk 
cf  thofc  powers,  the  rtft  ate  to  etert  their  righti  and  endcaVbur  tbili- 
prcfervaticiti  and  lecuMty ;  libf  is  thkrc  any  new  fttpolatioh  or  laii^ 
itecdBry  for  UHs  j  fitice  ftdtH  t^fpfefl  to  ille  Coiifracrates  It  is  I^ttd 
in  thb  OTTgliid  At^ahtlbii,  aiid  with  ngari  to  the  Senate  of  Britain, 
ih  dik-apprbbaHoh  Which  'irn  Ullb^^  upOA  that  contraA,  When  It 
^raS  made. 

The  tiittK;  iny  Lbrtlii  in  trWct)  this  t»minon  right  ii  ib  M^rttA 
h  noi»  arrivied }  iHt  Xiaem  6T  Hiiti|ary  tnvadeU  in  her  hen^lkilVy 
dtutllritotii^  ind  ^TlKi  6n  every  ITde  by.  a  general  coMbihMon  of 
Jintoft  iSi  *e  fBTroiliming  PMHcb*,  'declares  fteirfclf  lib  longer  iBfe  B* 
fiip^ort  the  garHfbil^  of  ihe  bSrrier,  ink  ioioTmB  uf,  diit  Sx  inteiAls 
(lb  retia!  Btt-  trbo^  for  lift  ififtiite  of  their  owtt  Country.  WWt 
then  ii  more  ftjipaithti  Aty  IMrds,  thsrt  thai  either  thefe  tofr'*  BaM 
U\\  again  into  the  hands  of  .the  Fi^nc^,  ihd  iftat  we  iQMll  Be  ia^^ 
to  recfiver  rtjenii  ff  tll"e>ci!ch  HeV^  i'ecovWd,  Ht  thfelex^BHEc  at 
•ntrthci-  tcnyftrs  Wii-;  br  th&t  either  we' 'or  tfte  DfifthWift  fiM 
titwpt  to  Ot^ly  theptdcc  df  ttfcAiMiiA  tke  ifeeHUSA  t^  Ui^  Sv9^ 
rtigH  »blige  Jier  to  Wlth^rt*, 

That 
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TfaM  tht  W*tri  of  Flanden  ihtmM  b6  rcfigned  gnhutoufly  to 
Ffttce,  ttiat  the  tnemWs  of  tiunkind  fli6itH  be  pof  in  pofleffion  of  the 
ftnmleft  bulwarks  In  the  world,  furroundcd  by  fields  uid  pafturet 
Mt  Id  rilirifitain  their  gftrriTons  MritbouC  eipenCc,  Wil]  not  be  firo- 
pHleA  bj  uiy  of  tbls  ASembly.  But  it  may  eafily  and  naturilly  be 
objeAed,  that  the  Dutch  ought  to  garrifoa  thefe  towns  as  more 
rieafly  ihterefted  in  their  prefcrvation,  and  more  commodioully  jitu- 
atfed  Or  their  defence  j  nor  can  it  be,  indeed,  denied,  diat  the  Dutch 
■bay  be  jliOly  c^nfiired  for  their  negleA,  .as  fbey  af^iear  to  leave  the. 
coihmdn  cmfc  to  oar  prbte^on,  and  to  prefer  their  commerce  and 
Aeir  ^afe  to  their  own  fafety  and  the  happinefs  of  the  world. 

Thi^  my  Lords,  has  been  very  warmly  aiTerted  in  their  own 
AflenJblics,  nor  have  thtirti  been  wanting  men  (^  fpiHt  and  int^rity 
tAion^ff  thctn  who  ba^e  defpilcd  the  gold  and  proinifes,  and  detefled 
the  affiftces  of  France;  who  have  endeaf  oured  by  all  the  arts  of  argu* 
itient  and  pcrfuafion  to  rouie  their  countrymen  to  remembrance  of 
thelt  former  danger,'  and  to  an  enquiry  into  their  real  intcitft  i  trha 
bavc  advifcd  the  levy  of  new  forces,  and  thb  ettahliOimcM  of  a  new 
confedertey  -,  who  have  called  upon  the  ftate  to  face  danger  f^tUe  it 
i^  yet  diftant,  and  to  ficure  tiicir  owh  country  by  pouring  th«r 
garrifom  into  the  towns  and  citadeb  by  which  tbeit  frontitri  ait 
prmeocdi 

If  ttieir  arguAent»,  HbWevei-  j«ft,  haVc  not  yet  attiloed  their  end, 
it  it  to  be  imputed  to  the  conftitution  cmbarraAed  by  the  combinttioo 
of  different  intei^As,  which  muft  be  itconciled,  before  any  refolutitm 
can  K  ibrmed ;  a  flhglc  town,  my  Lords,  ban  by  refufing  its  confetit 
[iDt  a  ftand  to  the  Moft  ncctlTary  defignls,  and  it  is  csfily  to  be  ima- 
gBitd,  ^tby  a  incAiil-ch  equally  crafty  atM  rich,  a  fitigle  to^rn  may 
IbBietlities  be  bribed  into  m^fuits  contrai-y  to  tlie  puttKc  intereft. 

BA,  my  LoMs^  fltfc  negligtftce  of  thfe  Duti^h  it  a  mbtitre  which 
M^lit  to  ititeite  us  to  vigour  and  tHlpatdi ;  fitic^  it  h  Hot  for  the 
£ikc  of  the  Dutch  bti't  ourfelVeS,  that  i/t  Mm  the  fdppnffion  of 
Frahc^.  IF  Ae  Dutch  iii^  at  lengW  co'rivihcbd  of  tht  Me  of  flavery, 
atU  tfafnfe  fifterty  no  longer  *<orth  the  hbom:  Of  preferving  it,-*-if  they 
ft^tiWa  Iklth  the  (itk  bf  labouring  for  the  happincft  of  others,  and 
toVe  tbfWkkn  the  Hand  oh  ^frhith  th«y  Wiere  placed,  at  the  ^ncral 
««taiWthe  worid,  td  ifWdlgc  Atmftlves  irt  trauqiliflity  aftd  flamber, 
iutlttfittus,  liiylJordr.-givk  wa^to'thtfamcinfeWatioh;  tetriotnt 
JUbHKtt  He^  e^ffit'dajgctintroUstawarils  Qi  tUf  ft  has  4d- 
«  vanced 
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vanced  too  £ir  to  be  refiflcd.  Let  us  remember,  dist  we  trc  to  ttwe 
our  prefervation  only  to  ourlelres,  and  redouble  our  efforts  in  propor- 
tion as  others  n^lcd  their  duty.  Let  us  (hew  maRkiod,  tiM  we- 
are  neither  afraid  to  ftand  up  alone  in  defence  of  juftice  and  <^lTee-. 
dom,  nor  unable  ^to  maintain  the  caufe  ^t  we  have  undenaken 
to  aflert.  ■     ' 

But  if  it  fliould  be  dionght  by  any  of  this  noble  Aflcmbly,  that  the  • 
concurrence  of  the  Dutcb  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  a  profpcfi  of  fuc- 
cth,  it  may  be  reafonably  aiifwered,  that  by  engaging  in  mcafures 
which  can  leave  no  doubt  of  udier.  our  power  .or  ourfincerity,  tfae. 
concurrence  of  the  Dutch  is  moft  likely  to  be  obtained.  By  this 
method  of  proceeding,  my  Lords,  was  temcd  the  laft  mighty  con- 
federacy by  which  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  almoft  Ihakcn  i^a 
ruins.  The  Dutch  then,  as  now,  were  flow  in  their  determLouioas, 
aod  perhaps  equally  diffident  of  their  own  Urcngtb-and  our  firmoefii 
nor  did  they  agree  to  declare  war  againft  France,  till  wc  had  tranf- 
fonei  ten  ihoufand  men  into  Flanders,  and  convinced  them,  that 
we  were  not  inviting  them  to  a  mock  alli»nce  ;  but  that  wc  rcaUy 
intended  the  redu&ion  of  that  empire  which  bad  fo  long  extended 
Hfelf  without  interruption,  and  threatened  in  a  lliort  time  to  fwaflow 
vp  all.the  Weftern  nations. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears,  that  the  meafures  which  have  hfcq  . 
purfued  are  juft,  politic  and  l^al ;  that  they  have-been  prefcribed  by 
the  decrees  of  former  Senates,  and  therefore  cannot  be  ccnfiued  as 
arbitrary  s  and  that  they  have  a  tendency  to  the  prefervzdoa  of  thofe 
territories  which  it  was  once  thought  fo  much  honour  to  acquire: 
And  it  may  be  yet  farther  urged,  that  though  they  are  to  be  c<Ht- 
Cdered  only  as  the  firft  tendencies  to  fccurc  greater  defigns,  they  have 
already  produced  cHe^s  apparently  to  the  advantage  of  the  conmoo. 
cauie,  and  have  obliged  the  French  to  ddift  from  their  piirfuit  of  the 
Queei)  of  Hungary,  and  rather  to  require  how  they  ihall  return  Iwoc 
than  how  theyfhall  proceed  to  farther  conquefts. 

In  condemnation  of  thefe  meafures^  my  Lords,  it  has  indeed  been 
urged,  that  a  moderate  conduit  is  always  eligible ;  and  that  »f*>>i<^ 
but  ruin  and  confulion  can  be  expeSed  from  precipitation  and 
temerity.  Moderation,  my  Lords,  is  a  very  captivating  ibundj  bo^ 
I  hope,  it  will  have  now  no  influence  on  this  AiTembly ;  brfraiifc  M 
this  occaiion  it  cannot  properly  be  employed.  I  have  always  b*n 
taught,  that  moderation  is  o>nly  ulcfiil  in  fqrnung  ^^i^fy'^flf"^  '^ 
5  '       dcTigoH 
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defigns,  but  dwt  when  once  conviSion  it  attuned,  zeal  is  to  take 
}dacc  {  anl  wben  a  deUga  is  planned,  it  ought  to  be  executed  wiUi 
vigour. 

The  queftioD  U  not  now,  my  Lords,  Whether  we  fiiall  fupport 
die  Queen  of  Hungary,  but  in  what  manner  fhe  fltal]  be  fupported  ( 
utd  ^refote  it  cannot  be  doubtci},  but  that  fuch  fupport  (hould  be 
grained  her  a*  aiay  be  eSeSual ;  and  I  believe  it  will  not  be  though^ 
that  we  can  tffifi  ber  without  exerting  an  uncommon  degree  of 
T^oor,  and  (hewing,  that  we  confider  ourlelves  as  engaged  in  a 
caafe  which  cannot  he  abandoned  without  dtfgnicc  and  ruin. 

If  the  noble  Lord  had^  before  he  entered  upon  bis  encomium  on 
moderation,  conGdercd  what  effeO^  could  be  promifcit]  from  his  fa- 
vourite virtue,  he  would  have  had  no  inclination  to  difplay  his  elo- 
queoce  upon  it.  By  moderation,  my  Lords,  uninterrupted  modera- 
tioo  of  more  dian  twenty  years,  have  we  become  the  fcorn  of  man- 
kind, and  expofed  ourfelves  to  the  infults  of  almoft  every  nation  ia 
the  world.  By  moderation  have  we  betrayed  our  allies,  and  furred 
our  fiiendfliip  to  1<^  all  its  value  j  by  moderation  have  we  gjvea 
up  commerce  to  the  rapacity  of  in  enemy,  fwrnidable  only  for  his 
perfevcfance,  and  fuftred  our  merchants  to  be  ruined,  and  our  Jailors 
b>  be  indaved.  By  moderation  have  we  permitted  the  French  to 
graJp  ^atn  at  general  dominion,  to  'OVer-rua  Germany  with  their 
armies,  and  to  endanger  again  the  liberties  of  mankind ;  and  by  con- 
tinuing for  a  very  few  years  die  fiune  laudable  moderation,  we  fhall 
probably  encourage  them  to  fliut  up  our  flitps  in  our  harbour,  and 
demand  a  tribute  for  the  ufe  of  the  Channel. 

I  need  not  ob^rve  to  your  Lordfliips,  that  all  the  great  actions 
that  have  in  all  ages  been  atchievedi  have  been  the  efe£ls  of  rer<dudont 
diligence,  and  daring  aSivity,  virtues  wholly  oppofite  to  the  calmncft 
of  moderation.  I  need  not  obferve,  that  the  advantages  enjoyed  at 
prefent  by  the  French  are  the  confetjuences  of  that  vigour  and  ex- 
pedition, by  which  they  are  diftinguilbed,  and  which  the  form  of 
dieir  government  enables  them  to  exert.  Had  they,  my  Lords,  in- 
'fiead  of  pourii^  armies  into  the  Auftrian  dominions,  and  procuring 
by  ike  terror  of  their  troops,  the  eleSion  of  an  Emperor,  purfued 
thele  meafuns  of  moderation  iriiich  have  been  fo  pathetically  recom- 
mended, how  calily  had  their  defigns  been  defeated  i  -.  Had  tbey  loft 
time  in  pesfnading  the  Queen  oi  Hungary  by  a  folemn  embafly  to 
teCgn  bpr  dominionti  ot  attempted  to  influence  the  diet  by  amicable 
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jKg6tiMi«m,  niAief  lud  bccfi  levid,  and  the  psflet  of  Gcnnaif  M 
been  fityt  agatnft  Aem ;  they  had  been  oppofed  on  tbe  Anntien  of 
riieir  own  dominions,  by  troops  equally  numerous,  and  mHtlo!  irith 
fhtif  own^  And  inftcdd  of  impofing  a  Sovcrciga  on  ifae  etopirc,  had 
kten  perilsps  t>tlrfued  into  their  own  country. 

But,  my  Lt>rd;,  Aether  moderation  was  not  recomnended  to 
^M  by  fuch  powerful  oratory  ai  your  Lordfllips  kxre  hetH,  a 
Whether  it&  advAcues  met  with  an  audience  not  ea£1y  t*  be  eo»- 
tinoed,  it  is  plain,  that  they  fcem  to  have  a&cii  upon  veiy  Affistnt 
principles,  and  1  with  their  policy  bad  not  been  fo  ftroi^iy  jufliBed 
bf  iU  luecsft.  By  lending  an  army  into  Germany,  my  Lotils,  when 
tiiere  w«re  tto  forees  ready  to  c^pofe  them,  they  reduced  dl  tbe  petty 
Prrntres  to  immediate  fubnuffion,  and  obliged  thofe  tb  wetcome  dtem 
tA  frietlds,  who  would  gladly  have  united  againft  them  as  the  ia- 
veterate  enemies  ef  the  ^ole  German  body;  and  who,  had  tixy 
been  firmly  joined  by  their  neighbours,  under  a  general  fenle  of  Aeir 
common  d^g(ir>  Would  have  eafily  tailed  an  inny  able  $a  ban 
repelled  ti\em. 

Thi^  lAy  LoMi,  WM  tlM  tfftSt  of  vigour,  an  efieA  very  Afletent 
ftont  thftt  which  we  had  an  o^ortuiuty  of  esqiericacing  a«  dw  oai- 
lec{uettee  of  tttodtrdtUn ;  it  was-to  no  fwrpofe  that  we  eideavoiired 
to  bihfm  fnankind  by  remanArances,  and  to  procure  affiftance  by 
inticatles  and  fblicitations  \  the  univerfal  panic  was  not  to  be  removed 
by  aitflce  and  eidMruttons,  and  the  Qi,ieen  of  Hungary  muft  bai« 
Atnk  under  the  weight  of  a  general  combiintion  againii  her,  hkd  we 
hot  at  lafl  rifen  up  in  hef  defence,  and  with  our  fwotda  in  our  hand), 
fitt  an  eica(n))ls  id  tlie  nations  of  Europe,  of  courage  and  gonerolky. 

tt  ^en  tfuiOdy  a^^peared,  my  Lords,  h«w  litde  is  to  be  opeAed 
ftviH  cdid  ptfTaaitMt,  and  how  necclliiry  it  is,  that  be  who  wodd 
(ngtge  txhers  in  a  tafb  of  difficaky,  ftiould  dam  hinfelT  wiling  to 
partakt  rite  hriiaut  whic^  he  recommendt.  No  founer  had  we  dt- 
clared  buf  i-efidutton  m  ftilfl  our  ftipulatians,  and  ordered  our  ttw^ 
to  inarch  far  the  rtlief  of  the  Queen  of  Kangary,  Utttn  <other  Priaces 
difcio^fend,  that  they  ted  the  fame  diipofition<<,  Ibough  they  tad 
hitherto  thtiU^t  it  ^mlent  to  ctmtval  them ;  that  they  eternity  wA 
oud«lv46  fckKd  atid  fMred  tite  Pren«ti ;  that  they  were  de£ioB  «a  , 
te^xtk  their  intotMnst  »#t  ^ppafe  Aeft  ctm^uefts,  sad  only  walad 
for  the  mtxlfna  «ftaVfKfMitt«t-whtMAightAaAd  at  «he  Imd  of  ^ 
confederiicyt  tuid  haA  ttwm  igtffOfis  t^^nft  tte  «Mitanm  wemy. 
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The  libcnl  promiGu  of  donunioa  made  by  tfae  FmikIi,  bji  «Udi 
Ae  f<nHrei|;ni  of  GcrauHiy  hid  faeen  teokpted  to  concur  in  a  4efig« 
wbicfa  they  thought  tbenrfalvMuns^  to  oppofe,  wen  now  no  long^ 
regarded  %  Aajwtn  eonfiAered  onljr  as  ihe  hoaftt  of  imginarf  gnat- 
neft,  iriuch  wouid  at  laft  ranifb  into  airf  ftnd  cvicfy  om  kmw,  (hat 
<be  uktmilc  defign  of  Eurape  wat  to  opynfe  e^iMjr  hot  cntmiM  fad 
6iuidi>  d>^  wifely  deQriM  htr  c^era,  and  cUber  dsGfted  fram  the 
^cfigM  to  which  they  had  hacnifleited  by  bn-,  «r  dcchurcd  dwmftlves 
Ktd^  to  tM(te  a^inft  her. 

This,  «)r  Lord*,  ha«  baen  the  coo^uaaoc  of  vflemhling  Ax 
aimf,  wluch  by  As  motion  now  Hndor  our  conGderatien  fene  of 
]finir  LordAiyc  ftem  dcfirous  to  difband,  an  inclination  of  which  J 
cannot  difcorer  horn  whence  it  can  arife.  For  what,  my  Lordt, 
auA  be  the  conrequencc,  if  this  motion  fhouki  be  «o«fllied  wtthF 
What  h«t  the  total  dcOrufiion  of  the  whole  fyftcm  of  pow<r 
-vrtiicb  ha*  been  lb  laborioutly  formed  and  Co  ftrongly  compaAed? 
'What  but  4he  immediate  f  uin  of  the  Boufe  of  Aufttia,  by  whidi  (hf 
French  unbibon  has  baen  fo  long  reftraineJ  ?  What  bm  the  fiibver- 
iiaMflftfaalibeniesorGetqnuiy,  and  theeredxmof  an  univeriaUn- 
^e,  w  wbiijh  aH  the  nations  of  the  earth  muft  bcconv  va£«ls  i 

SbmM  (he  s«iutiaiy  troot>s  be  diftanded,  the  Queen  of  Hungarf 
WMiM  Jiiid  what  bmefitAehw  received  from  them  by  the  calamttias 
^whidi  die  lofs  of  them  would  immediately  bring  upon  her.  All  the, 
daima  «f  aU  the  neighbouring  Princes,  who  are  now  awed  into 
^sase  Mid  filcme,  would  be  revived,  and  every  one  would  again  be- 
lieve, that.nothing  was  to  behopedor  feared  butfrom  France.  The 
£ratd]  wvuld  Jigaia  rufh  forward  'lo  new  invadons,  and  Tiiread 
ieftllaion  *ver  other  oountricE,  and  the  Houle  of  AuKria  would  be 
mum  'WeifcvBcd  Aan  by  die  lofe  of  many  battles  in  its  present  flate. 

The  rf'iqipcrt jif  the  'Houfeof  AjAria  appears  not,  indeed,  much 
■•ocBgageihe  attention  of  -thofe  by  whom  this  notion  is  lui^rted. 
it  -hss  ,beea  'teprefentcd  as  a  Houl^  equally  umbitious  and  perfidioua 
wAlhxt  «f  8ourbop,  and  'Cqaalty  an  enemy  both  to  liberty  and  to 
-taue  scligion  j  aod  a  very  celebrated  author  has  been  quoted  .to  prove, 
that  itis  theintereft  of  thcGermansthemfelvcs  tofee  aPrincc  at  their 
4iead,  vffaaie  hereditary  dominions  may  not  incite  him  to  exert  the 
Imperial  poiver  to-tbe  difadvantage  of  (he  inferior  Sovereigns. 

In  -order  -to  the  confideratton  of  thefc  objeAions,  it  is  accefiary  t* 
rfhirT^  -my  Inrds,  An  national  jillitnccs  -are  -not  lihe  leagues  of 
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fiien^ip,  the  cimleqiiencet  of  an  ^reement  of  diipofitiati,  c^iniiiain, 
and  iSe&ioaiy  but  like  afibciations  of  commerce  fonned  and  con- 
tinued by  DO  fimilitude  of  any  thing  but  intcreft.  It  ia  not  therefore 
neccflary  to  enquire  what  the  Houfe  of  Aufltia  has  deferved  Irom  us 
aiik:am  i>iai)lciiid).,becMife  intereft,  not  gratitude,  engages  us  to 
fiq)pott  it.  It  is  ufcleft  to  utge,  that  it  is  equally  iaitblefe  and  crad 
with  the  H6ufe  of  Bourbon,  beciufe  the  queftion  is  not,  whether 
both  fliaU  be  deSroycd,  but  whether  one  Qtould  r^  without  cootroul. 
It  is  fufficient  for  us  that  their  intereft  is  oppofite,  and  that  rdigun 
and  liberty  may  be  preferved  by  their  mutual  jealoufy.  And  I  c»a« 
fels,  my  Lords,  that  were  th?  Auftcians  about  to  attain  untioHted 
power  by  the  conqueft  or  inheritance  of  France  and  Spun,  it  would 

.  be  no  lefs  proper  to  form  confederacies  againft  ^m. 

The  teflimony  which  has  been  produced  of  the  amTcnienoe  of  a 
weak  Emperor,  is  to  be  confidered,  my  Lords,  as  the  opinion  of  an 
author  whole  birth  and  employment  had  tainted  him  with  an  iiiTfr- 
terate  hatred  of  the  Hoiife  of  Auftria,  and  filled  his  im^ination  wtfh 
an  habitual  dread  of  the  Imperial  Power.  He  was  bom,  my  Lords, 
in  Sweden,  a  country  which  had  fuSered  much  by  a  long  war  a^inft 
ihe  Emperor  i  he  was  a  minifter  to  the  eleSors  of  Brandenbui^h, 

•who  naturally  looked  with  envy  on  the  fnpcrioiity  of  Audria,  and 
could  not  but  wi&  to  fee  a  weakei:  Prince  upon  the  Imperial  Thronfe, 
that  their  own  influence  might  be  greater ;  nor  can  we  wonder,  diat 
a  man  thus  born  and  thus  fupported  Qiould  adopt  an  o[»nion,  t^ 
^ich  the  pride  of  his  mafier  would  be  Hattttvd,  and  perhaps  the 
intereft  of  his  own  country  promoted. 

It  is  likewife,  my  Lords,  to  be  remarked,  that  diere  was  then  nft 
fuch  neceffity  for  a  powerful  Prince  to  ftand  at  the  head  of  the  Ger- 
mans, and  to  defend  them  wttb  his  own  forces  till  they  could  unite 
for  dieir  own  prefervation.  The  power  of  France  had-  not  then 
arrived  at  its  prefent  height,  nor  had  their  monarchs  openly  tbreateoed 
to  enflave  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  The  Princes  of  ^e  empire  had 
then.no  oppreffion  to  fear,  but  from  tbeEmperorj  and  it  was  oo 
wonder,  that  when  he  was  their  only  enemy,  they  wilhM  that  his 
power  was  reduced. 

How  much  the  ftatc  of  the  continent  is  now.  changed,  is  not  ne- 
celTary  to  mention,  npr  what  alteration  that  change  has  introduced 
into  ±e  politicks  of  all  nations  ;  thofe  who  formerly  dreaded  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  the  Imperial  grpatjtcfs  can  now  only  bope  to  be 
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fecvred  by  it  from  the  tormit  of  the  power  of  France  i  and  evea 
diofe  nationt  who  have  formerly  endcavouced  the  deftruftion  of 
Auflria,  may  now  rejoice,  that  they  are  (faeltered  by  its  interposition 
from  tyrants  more  adlive  and  more  oppreffive. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  it  Ihould  be  granted*  that  the  Honfe  of 
AuftriaoHght  not  to  be  fupported^  it  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  follow, 
that  this  motion  deferves  our  approbation  ;  becauf^  it  will  reduce  us 
to  a  flate  of  imbecility,  and  condemn  us  to  Hand  as  palGve  fp«<^tors 
<tf  the  difturbances  of  the  world,  without  power  and  without  in- 
fluence, ready  to  admit  the  tyrant  to  whom  chance  fliall  allot  uc,. 
and  receive  tbofe  laws  which  the  prevailing  power  Iball  vouchfafe  to 
tfanlmit. 

Whether  we  ought  to  fupport  the  Houfc  of  Auftrja,  to  prevent  its 
■Iter  fubverfion,  or  reftorc  it  to  its  former  greatnefs,  whatever  may 
be  my  private  opituon,  I  think  it  not  on  this  occafton  ncceSry  to 
a&rt  i  it  it  fufficient  to  induce  us  to  rejeA  diis  motion,  that  .we 
d^it  to  be  at  leaft  in  a  condition  that  may  enable  us  to  improve 
dwle  0{^rtunitics  that  may  beo&red,  and  to  hinder  the  execution  of 
any  defij;ii  that  may  threaten  immediate  danger  to  our  commerce  (v 
oiu  liberty. 

Another  popular  topick,  my  Lords,  which  has  been  echoed  on  die 
pielent  occaGon,  js  the  happinefs  of  peace,  and  the  bleJBng  of  unin- 
terrupted ccHnmerce  and  undlAurbed  fecuriq'.  We  arc  perpetually 
toU  of  the  hazards  c^  war,  whatever  may  be  the  fuperiority  of  our 
ftill  or  courage,  of  the  certainty  of  the  expences,  the  bloodlbed,  and 
diehanUhips,  and  doubtfulnels  of  the  advanugcs  which  we  may  hope 
from  them;  and  it  is  daily  ui^ed  with  great  vehemence,  that  peace 
npoa  the  hardeft  conditions  is  preferable  to  the  honour  of  conqueils, 
and  die  ftftivity  of  triumphs. 

Tbgfe  maxims,  my  Lords,  which  are  generally  true  In  the  fenfe 
which  their  authors  intended,  may  be  very  properly  urged  againft  the 
wild  dcfigns  of  ambition,  and  the  romantick  undertakings  of  wanton 
grcatocfi;  but  havcnoplacein  tbeprefent  enquiry,  which  relates  to  a 
war  not  made  by  caprice,  hut  forced  upon  us  by  necclCty ;  a  war  to 
which  all  the  encomiums  on  peace,  muft  in  reality  incite,  becaufe 
peace  al<Hie  is  the  end  intended  to  be  obtained  by  it. 

Of  the  neceffity  of  peace  to  a  trading  nation  it  is  not  poffible,  my 
LfOrds,  to  be  ignorant ;  and  therefore  no  man  can  be  imagined  to 
prop<^  9  ftatc  of  war  as  eligible  in  itfelf.    War.,  my  L^rds,  is  in 

my 
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mvf  fimivn  wAj  to  be  cfa^fai,  wfaes  |waee  can  be  longer  CDJrt^, 

And  to  be  coHtifiued  ontiy  till  a  pe^c*  iecure  and  tyii table  as  be  at- 
ttine4.  In  the  gtt&ax.  -Ituc  of  tbe  woj-I^,  mj  Loc^,  .wc  ^^  not 
for  laurels,  nor  conqucAs,  byt  for  cnftcncc.  Should  tbc  wns  «f 
France  pcevail,  aQd  pccvail  they  lauA,  uaids  we  opfiolj:  tlyai,  the 
Sritons  may  ifi  a  flurLttne  no  Iwger  be  a  nation,  our  ji^niet  vill 
be  tdun  »way,  our  conflitution  doftroyed,  our  religion  periccuBedj 
aed  pcdiaps  our  name  abolilbed. 

For  die  prevention  of  calaniiiics  like  thefe,  hot  for  (be  pccfecvatiaa 
ef  the  HouTe  of  Au&rii,  is  it  ne<;cl^y,  my  Lords,  to  Qoiled  an 
army  \  for  by  an  amy  ojily  can  9ur  liberies  .be  pceicivcd,  and  £icb 
•  peace  obtained,  as  may  be  enjoyed  without  the  Imputation  of 
fiiIHnei>e&  and  Aupidity. 

Of  this  4he  other  Hoadt  appears  to  be  fiiffidently  convinced,  and 
liaa  therefore  granted  money  for  the  fupport  ai  the  auuliaiy  tnx^  } 
nor  do  I  doubt  but  your  Lordihip*  will  concur  .with  «hcm,  wlten  you 
fliall  fully  confider  the  motives  upon  which  they  may  be  fiqipa^  M 
have  proceeded,  and  rcfle^  -that  by  difoitffing-lheie  tFOtqw,  we  ihall 
£icriAce  to  -the  ambition  of  the  French,  4he  Houle  of  Aufina»  the 
liberties  of  Europe,  our  own  happinels,  and  that  of  our  poftcii^  { 
and  that  by  refblving  to  exert  our  force  for  a  Ibort  -time,  we  may 
j^ace  ^e  happincfs  of  mankuid  beyond  the  reach  of  aoadts  aqd 
violation. 

Lord  Cartsret  replied  to  the  following  t&Et: — My  Ijatitf 
The  confiderations  wtiich  were  laid  before  you  b;  the  soble  Lords 
-ifho  made  and  fecondcd  the  motion,  are  lb  important  in  themfelves, 
•and  have  been  urged  with  fo  much  ^rce  and  judgment,  .that  I  fliall 
not  endeavour  -to  add  any  tKw  arguments ;  'fince  where  tbak  &b1 
which  have  been  already  o&red,  it  is  not  Ulccly  that  any  will  be 
«ffet.^ual  :  But  I  ihall  endeavour  to  prefervc  them  in  their  iiiU  forte 
by  removing  the  obje^lons  -which  ,have,been  ^nade  to  them. 

The  -tirft  con£deration  that  claims  our  attention  is  the  icrcmice 
due  to  the  -Senate,  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  which  ought 
alway3'to  be  confulcecl,  \vhcn  any  important  defign  is  formed,  or  any 
-new-mesfures^d^ptcd,  efpecially  if  they  are  fuch  as  cannot  bedefeatcd 
by  being  made  publjc,  and  fuch  as  an  uncommon  degree  of  expeoce  ' 
k  neceflary  to  fu[^rt. 

Th^  principles,  my  Lords,  which  I  fuppofe  np  man  will  cont^ 
^bz¥e  'beeo  fo  little  regarded  by  the  miniftry  on  the  prdent  occalioPi 
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.that  Aey  feem  to  have  endeavoured  to  difcover  b^  a  bold  experiment, 
to  what  degree  of  kivWity  Senates  tiiay  be  reduced,  and  what  infults 
they  will  lie  uught  to  bear  without  refentment ;  for  thcj  have,  with- 
out the  leaft  previous  hint  of  their  design,'  made  a  contra  A  for  a  very ' 
numerous  body  of  mercenaries,  nor  did  they  condcfccnd  to  inform 
the  Senate,  till  they  afked  for  money  to  pay  them. 

To  execute  meafures  iirft,  and  theri  to  require  the  appfobarion  of 
Ac  Senate,  inftead  of  advice,  is  furely  fuch  a  degree  of  contempt  as 
has  not  often  bfeen  ffaewn  In  the  moft  arbitrary  refgns,  and  fuch  a« 
would  once  hare  provoked  fuch  indignation  in  the  other  Houfe,  that 
tfiere  would  have  been  no  heed  iri  this  of  a  motion  like  the  prefeirt.- 

But,  my  Lords,  in  proportion  as  the  other  Houfe  feems  inclined 
to  pay  an  implicit  fubmlflion  to  the  dtflates  of  the  miniftry,  it  is  our 
duty  to  increafe  our  vigilance,  and  to  convince  our  fellow-fubjcflsrf 
by  a  fleady  oppofition  to  all  encroachmetits,  that  we  are  not,  as  we 
have  been  fometimes  fliled,  an  ufelefs  A/Tembly,  but  die  lafl  refort  of 
Eberty,   and  the  chief  fupport  of  the  conf^itution; ' 

The  prefent  deftgn  of  thofe,  who  have  thus  dared  to  trample  upon 
*our  privil^es,  appears  to  be  nothing  left  than  that  of  reducing  ths 
Senates  of  Britain  to  the  fame  abjefl  flavery  with  thofe  of  France  ; 
to  flww  the  people  that  we  are  to  be  conltdered  only  as  their  agenti 
to  raile  the  fupplics  which  they  fliall  be  pleafed,  under  whatever 
pretences,  to  demand,  and  to  regifter  fuch  determtnatlolis  as  they 
fltall  condefcend  to  lay  before  us. 

This  invalion  of  our  rights,  my  Lords,  is  too  flagrant  to  be  borne, 
though  were  the  meafures'  which  we  are  thus  tyrannically  required  to 
fupport,  really  conducive  in  themfelves  to  ths  intereft  of  Britain^ 
which  indeed  might  reafonably  have  been  expefled  ;  for  what  head 
can  be  imagined  fo  ill-formed  for  politicks  as  rot  to  know,  that  the  firffi 
aBs  of  arbitrary  power  ought  to  be  in  themfelves  popular,  that  the 
advantage  of  the  nScGt  may  be  a  balance  to  the  means  by  which  it  is  1 
(ffoduced. 

But  thefe  wonderful  politicians,  my  Lords,  have  heaped  one 
blunder  upon  another ;  they  have  difgufled  the  nation  both  by  the 
mean*  and  the  end  j  and  have  infulted  the  Senate  with  no  other  view 
than  that  of  plundering  the  people.  They  have  ventured  without  thd 
confent  of  the  Senate  to  purfue  meafures,  of  which  it  is  obvious, 
dw*  they  were  only  kept  fecret,  becaufc  they  cafiJy  fore&w  that  they 
would  not  be  approved. 

Vol.  II.  %  ;f« 
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For  that  the  hire  of  mercenaries  from  Hulover,  myXjOtAsy  would 
have  been  rejcdcd  with  genera)  indignation ;  that  the  piopo£tl  would 
have  produced  hides  rather  than  ccnfurcs ;  and  thu  the  arguments 
'Which  have  been  hitherto  ufed  to  fupport  it,  would,  if  pcrfonal  regards 
did  not  make  them  of  fomc  importance,  produce  laughter  oftejier 
than  replies,  cannot  furely  be  doubted. 

It  has  been  faid  in  vindication  of  this  wife  fcheme,  that  no  odier 
troops  could  be  obtained  but  tho&  of  Hanover ;  an  alfertion  which 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  -  to  examine,  becaufe  it  is  yet  a  bare  afler- 
tion  mthout  argument,  and  againil  probability ;  lincc  it  is  generally 
known,  how. willingly  the  princes  of  Germany  hive  on  all  former 
occafions  fcnt  out  their  fubjeSs  to  deftru^on,  that  they  might  fill 
their  coffers  with  their  pay ;  nor  do  I  doubt,  but  that  there  is  now  in 
the  lame  country  the  ufual  fuperabundance  of  men,  and  the  uTual 
fcarcity'of  money.  I  make  no  quefiion,  my  Lords,  that  ouny  a 
German  prince  would  gladly  fumifh  us  with  men  as  a  very  cheap 
commodity,  and  think  himfelf  fufficiently  rewarded  by  a  fmall  fub* 
fidy.  There  coulA  be  no  objeftion  to  thcfc  troops  from  die  con- 
ftitutton  of  the  empire,  which  is  not  of  equal  force  againft  the 
forces  of  Hanover ;  nor  do  I  know  why  they  Ihould  not  rather  have 
been  employed,  if  they  could  have  been  obtained  at  a  cheaper  priced 

The  abfurdity  of  paying  levy-money  for  troops  regularly  kqtt  up* 
and  of  hiring  them  at  a  higher  rate  than  was  ever  paid  for  auxiliaries 
before,  has  been  fo  ftrongly  urged  and  fo  folly  explained,  that  no 
reply  has  been  attempted  by  thofe  who  have  hitherto  oppofed  the 
motion,  having  rather  endeavoured  to  divert  our  attention  to  foreign 
confiderations  than  to  vindicate  this  part  of  the  contra^,  which  is 
indeed  too  fliameful  to  be  palliated,  and  too  grofs  to  be  overlooked. 

It  is  however  proper  to  repeat,  my  Lords,  that  though  it  cannot 
be  confuted,  it  way  be  forgotten  in  the  multitude  of  other  objeids^ 
that  this  nation,  after  having  exalted  the  Ele^^or  of  Hanover  from  a 
ftate  of  obfcurity  to  the  crewn,  rs  condemned  to  hire  the  tro<^  of 
Hanover  to  fight  their  own  caufe,  to  hire  them  at  a  rate  w^ich  was 
never  demanded  for  them  before,  and  to  pay  levy-money  for  tbetDi 
though  it  is  known  to  all  Europe,  that  they  were  not  raifcd  o«  *1m» 
occafion. 

Nor  is  this.  the.  only  hardfliip  or  folly  of  this  contrafl-j  for  we  are 
topay  them  a  month  before  they  march  into  our  fecviccj  -we  arc  ■• 
pay  thole  for  doing  nothing,  of  whom  it  mJg^t  have  beei^  fridwtf 

-       u^y 

L     ,;<,i:..,Gx>Oglc 


io.  i74*-3-l  T  H  E     A  »  U  T.  839 

•oy  i|im>fi»abfe  eiq>eSatioitSi  hoped,  diat  they  would  have  exerted 
ibeir  unnoft  force  without  pay. 

For  it  is.appaTent,  my  Lords,  that  if  thede£gns  of  France  be  fucb 
u  the  nohle  I^rds  who  oppofe  the  motion  reprefent  them,  Hanover 
is  much  nearer  to  danger  than  Britain ;  and  therefore  they  only  fight 
for  their  own  prefervation  ;  Unce,  though  they  have  for  a  fmgle  year 
\ltta  Uefled  with  a  neutrality,  it  cannot  be  imagiued,  diu  the  fame 
bvour  wiU  be  always  granted  them,  or  that  the  French,  when  ^ey 
have  over-run  all  the  reft  of  Gennany,  will  not  annex  Hanover  to 
their  other  dominions. 

Betides,  my  Lords,  it  is  well  known,  that  Hanover  is  equ^ly  en- 
gaged by  (jeaty  with  Britain  to  maintain  the  Pragmatic  Sanson,  and. 
dut  a  certain  prt^rtion  of  troops  are  to  be  furniflted.  But,  my 
Lords,  as  to  the  march  of  that  body  of  forces,  I  have  yet  lieard  no 
account.  Will  any  Lord  la^  that  they  have  marched?  I  therefore  fup- 
p<d<;,  that  the  wifdom  and  jiiffice  of  our  minifters  has  comprdiended 
them  in  the  fifteen  thoufand  who  are  to  fatten  upon  Britilh  pay,  and 
that  Hanover  will  fupport  the  Pragnijatic  Sanson  at  the  coft  of  this 
ipexhauHiUe  nation. 

The  lervice  which  thofe  f  roops  have  already  done  to  the  commoD 
Cftufi;,  has  been  urged  with  great  pomp  of  exaggeration,  of  which 
what  cfie3  it  may  have  had  upon  others,  I  am  not  able  to  lay ;  for 
my  pact,  I  am  convinced,  that  the  g^at  happinefs  of  this  kingdom  is 
the  fecurity  of  the  eftaUiJhed  fucce£Son;  and  am  therefore  always  o£ 
opinion,  that  no  meafures  can  (erve  the  cooimon  caufe,  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  or  of  religion,  or  of  gciKral  happinefs,  by  which  the  royal 
family  li^es  the  affections  of  the  people.  And  I  can  with  great  con- 
fidence affirm,  that  no  attempt  for  many  years  has  raifed  a  greater 
bg^t  of  fiefcntmeot,  or  excited  louder  clamours  of  indignation,  dian 
the  hire  of  Hanoverian  troops :  nor  is  this  difconteiu  raifed  only 
by  artful  mtfreprefentacions,  formed  to  inflame  the  paffions  and  per- 
plex tbe  undcrftanding ;  it  is  a  fettled  and  rational  diflilte,  which 
emry  day  contributes  to  confirm^  which  wiirmake  all  the  meafures  of 
tbe  government  fufpe^d,  and  may  in  tJipe,  if  not  obviated,  break 
OMt  in  fcdition. 

A  jealoufy  of  Hanover  has  indeed  for  akng  time  prevailed  in  the 

nation:  the  frequent  vifits  of  ourKings  to^tbeireledoral  dominions, 

cootntry  to  the  .original-  terms  oa  which  this  .crown  was  conferred 

upon  ^m,  ha.ve  iodined  the  people  of  .BcitaiO' to  fu^ieC^  that  they 
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have  only  the  fecond  place  in  the  afiei^on  of  tbor  Sovenign }  nor 
has  this  fufpicion  been  made  )cfs  by  the  large  acceffioiu  made  to  thoft 
dominions  by  purchafes,  n^iich  the  Elefiors  never  appeared  able  to 
malte  before  their  exalt^ion  to  the  throne  of  Britain,  and  by  fbme 
meafures  which  have  been  apparently  taken  only  to  aggrandize  Hano- 
ver at  the  expence  of  Britain. 

Thefe  meafures,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  far  from  imputing  to  oar 
Sovereign  or  his  Father ;  the  wifdom  of  both  is  fo  welt  known,  that 
they  cannot  be  imagined  to  have  incurred,  either  by  contempt  or 
negligence,  the  difaffcif^on  of  their  fubje£b,  Thofe,  my  Lords,  arc 
only  to  be  blamed,  who  concealed  from  them  the  fentimcnts  of  the 
nation,  and  for  the  fake  of  promoting  their  own  intereft,  betrayed 
them,  by  the  moll  deteftable  and  pernicious  flattery,  into  meafuics 
which  could  produce  no  other  e^&  than  that  o^f  making  their  reiga 
unquiet,  and  of  exafpcrating  ^ofe  who  had  concurred  with  the 
warmeft  zeal  in  filpporting  them  on  the  throne. 

It  is  not  without  an  uncommon  degree  of  grief,  that  I  hear  it  urged 
in  defence  of  this  contrafl,  that  it  was  approved  by  a  very  numerous 
council  J  for  what  can  produce  more  forrow  in  an  honeil  and  a  loyal 
breaftj  than'  to  find  that  our  Sovereign  is  furroundcd  by  counfcllors, 
who  either  do  not  know  the  dcfires  and  opinions  of  the  [«oplc,  or  doj 
not  regard  them ;  who  are  cither  fo  negligent  as  not  to  examine 
how  the  afFeftions  of  the  nation  may  be  beft  prefcrved,  or  fo  raJli 
as  to  purfue  thofe  fchemes  by  which  they  hope  to  gratify  the  King 
at  whatever  hazard,  and  who  for  the  fake  of  flattering  him  for  a  day, 
will  rifque  the  fafety  of  his  government,  and  the  repofe  of  his  life. 

It  has  with  regard  to  thefe  troops  been  afkcd  by  the  noble  Lord 
who  fpoke  laft,  what  is  the  intent  of  this  motion  but  to  difband  them? 
What  elfe  indeed  can  be  intended  by  it,  and  what  intention  can  be 
more  worthy  of  this  auguft  Aflembly  ?  By  a  ftcady  purfuit  of  dus 
intention^  my  Lords,  we  fliall  regain  die  efteem  of  the  nation,  which 
this  daoring  invaTion  of  our  privileges  may  be  eaCljr  fuppofcd  to  hare 
impaired.  We  (Hall  give  our  Sovereign  an  opportunity,  by  a  gracious 
condelcenfion  to  our  defires,  to  recover  thole  affections  of  wbi^  the 
pernicious  advice  of  flatterers  has  deprived  him  ;  we  fiiall  obviate  m 
precedent  which  Areatens  dellru^on  to  our  liberties,-  and  fhall  fet 
the  nation  free  from  an  univerfal  alarm.  Nor  in  our  prcfent  ftate  i» 
it  to  be  mentioned  as  a  trifling  confidsration,  that  wt  (hall  hinder  dke 
~-i;ealth  of  the  nation  frOm  being  ravtflwd  from  oar  merchants,  oar 
.  .  £uiiiersy 
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Cumers,  and  our  manufiiflurrrs,  to  be  fquanckred  upon  foi^igncis } 
•ad  foreignert,  from  whom  we  can  hope  for  no  advantage. 

But  it  may  be  afked,  my  I^ords,  how  the  great  caufe  of  liberty 
is  to  be  fu[^rtcd,  bow  the  Houfe  of  Auftiia  is  to  be  prefervcd  from  - 
ruin,  and  bow  the  ambition  of  France  is  to  be  reprefledf  How  all, 
this  i*  to  be  effe^d,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  far  from  conceiving  my- 
Iclf  qualified  to  determine ;  but  furely  it  will  be  very  little  hindered 
by  the  difmiffion  of  troops,  whofe  allegiance  obliges  them  not  to  fight 
^ainft  the  Emperor,  and  of  whom,  therefore,  it  does  not  eafily  ap- 
pear how  they  can  be  very  ufeful  allies  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 

But  whatever  fcrvice  is  expelled  ffom  them,  it  may  furely,  my 
Lords,  be  performed  by  the  fame  number  of  Britilh  troops,  and  that 
number  may  be  fent  to  fupply  their  place,  without  either  delay  or 
difficulty,  I  will  venture  to  fay  withput  any  hazard.  If  it  be  objeded^ 
u  it  bas  aften  been,  diat  by  fending  out  our  troops,  we  Ihall  leave  our 
country  naked  to  invafion,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  aik,  who  will 
invade  us  i  Tlie  French  are  well  known  to  be  the  only  people  whom 
we  can  fufped  of  any  fuch  dcfign.  They  have  no  fleet  on  this  fide 
ctf  their  kingdom,  and  their  fltips  in  the  Mediterranean  are  blocked 
up  in  the  harbour  by  the  navies  of  Britain.  We  fhall  lltU  have  at 
home  a  body  of  {even  thoufand  men,  which  was  thought  a  fufficient 
Iccutity  in  the  late  war,  when  the  French  ha'd  a  fleet  equal  to  out 
own.  Why  we  ihould  now  be  in  more  danger  from  without,  I  can- 
not difcover ;  and  with  regard  to  intelline  comcnotions,  they  will  be 
^evented  by  compliance  with  the  prefent  motion.  Foe  nothing  can 
incite  the  people  of  Britain  to  oppofe  tbpfe  who  have  openly  difmiflcd 
tiie  troops  of  Hapover, 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  yet  at  all  convinced,  that  the  end  for 
which  diofe  troops  are  faid  to  be  hired,  ought  to  be  purfued,  or  can 
be  attained  by  us  ;  and  if  the  end  be  in  itfe|f  improper  or  impolSble, 
ic  certainly  follows,  that  the  means  ought  to  be  laid  aCde. 

If  we  confider  the  prefent  fUte  of  the  continent,  we  fhall  And  no 
profped  by  which  we  can  be  encouraged  to  hazard  our  forces  or  our- 
noney.  The  King  of  Sardinia  has  indeed  declared  for  us,  and  op- 
pofed  the  pafiage  of  the  Spaniards;  but  he  appears  eidier  to  be  deficient 
in  courage,  or  in  prudence,  or  in  force ;  for  inflead  of  giving  battle 
so  bis  frontiers,  he  has  fufiered  them,  with  very  little  refinance,  to 
invade  bis  territories,  to  plunder  and  infult  his  fubje£b,  and  to  live 
mt  bit  expence }  and  it  may  be  fufpe^led,  that  if  be  cannot  drive  then) 
23  mt 
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out  of  hifi  country,  be  will  in  tine  l^  cootent  to  purchafe  tbeir  Atr 
parture,  by  granting  thnn  a  pa(&g6  through  it,  ait(]  rather  gitc'  mf 
the  dominions  of  his  alJy  to  be  ravaged,  than  preferve  them  at  th« 
cxpence  of  his  own. 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  Dutch,  we  {hall  not  hie  awre  es* 
conraged  to  engage  in  the  wars  on  the  continept ;  for  whatever  has 
been  averted  of  their  readinels  to  proceed  in  conjun^Uoa  .witk  es^ 
they  ^pear  hitiierto  to  behold,  with  the  moft  fupjne  tranquillity,  ^ 
fubverrton  of  the  German  fyftem,  and  to  be  fatisiied  with  an  un- 
difturbcd  enjoyment  of  their  riches  and  their  trade.  Nor  is  there 
any  appearance,  my  Lords,  that  their  concurrence,  is  withheld  only 
by  a  fmglc  town,  as  has  been  infinuated ;  for  the  vote  of  aby  finglt 
town,  except  Amfterdam,  may  be  oTcr-ruled,  and  th^  refolutiob  haa 
pafled  the  necefiary  form,  when  it  is  oppofed  by  only  one  toice. 

If  we  take  a  view,  my  Lords,  of  their  Iat6  conduA,  without  {tiSer* 
Ing  our  defires  to  miflead  our  underftandings,  we  Ihall  find  no  ceafba 
for  imagining,  that  they  propole  any  fudden  alteration  of  tbeir  con^ 
du£l,  which  has.  been  hitherto  confiflerit  and  fteady,  and  appears  to 
ftrife  from  el^abliflicd  principles,  which  nothing  has  lately  happened  to 
incline  them  to  foriake, 

.  When  they  were  folicited  to  become,  like  us,  the  guarantees  of 
Hanover,  they  made  no  fcruple  of  returning,  with  whatever  ai»> 
poJitenefs,  an  abfoltite  refitlal ;  nor  could  they  be  prevailed  upon  to 
grant,  what  we  appear  to  think  that  we  were  honoured  in  being  3id- 
mitted  to  beftow.  When  they  were  called  upon  to  fulfil  their  ftipa-  ' 
lation,  and  fu[^rt  the  Pragmatic  Sanation,  they  evaded  their  own 
<^)ntra£t,  till  all  alTiftance  would  have  been  too  late,  had  not  a  hicky 
iifcovery  of  the  Frend>  perfidy  fcparated  the  King  of  Pruffia  from 
them }  and  what  reafon,  my  Ixirds,  can  be  given,  why  .they  flioald 
now  do  what  they  refuted,  when  it  (night  have  been  much  more  fafely 
and  more  eafily  effeSed  \  Did  they  fuffcr  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to 
be  op{H%^,  oidy  CO  ffaew  their .  own  power  and  affluence  by  if- 
lievirtg  her?  or  can  it  be  imagined,  that  pity  has  prevailed  over  policy 
or  cowardice  ?  They,  who  in  contempt  of  their  own  trcatTea  refufed 
(b  engage  in  a  caufe  white  it  was  yet  doubtful,  will  certnnly  think 
^m&lves  jufttfied  in  abandoning  it  when  \t  is  lol^  and  will  ui^e, 
ttilit  no  treaty  can  oblige  them  to'  »lBt  tike  .ojiadmen,  or  Vb  oadernJai 
impoffltHlitiei. 

L     ,l,z<,i:,.,  Google 
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I  an  thcoeferc  convinced,  my  Lords,  (hat  dtcf  wOl  not  enter  Into 
«i  ofictifive  neaty,  and  that  tfacy  have  only  engaged  to  do  v^at  thcir 
own  iotercft  required  from  tbem,  without  any  new  ftipulatjon,  to  pre- 
ferve  dieir  own  country  &om  inVafion  by  fending  girrifons  into  the 
frontier  towns,  which  riwy  may"  do  without  any  o^nc«  to  France,  or 
»By  interruption  of  their  own  tranquillity. 

Many  other  treaties  have  been  mentioned,  my  I^ids,  and  men- 
tioned with -great  oftentation,  as  the  effcits  of  confummate  policy, 
wfaich'will,  I  fufped,  appear  to  be  at  leaft  only  defenfire  treaties,  by 
which  the  contrading  powers  promife  little  more  than  to  take  care 
of  tbemfelves. 

In  this  ftate  of  the  world,  my  Lords,  when  all  the  powers  of  the 
continent  appear  benumbed  by  a  le^ai^y,  or  (backlcd  by  a  panic, 
to  what  purpofe  fliould  we  lavifb,  in  hiring  and  tranfporting  troops, 
diat  wealth  which  contcfts  of  nearer  importance  immediately  require  i 

It  is  well  known  to  our  merchants,  whole  Ibips  are  every  day  ieized 
liy  priratecrs,  that  we  are  at  war  with  Spain,  and  that  our  commerce 
is  every  day  impaired  by  the  depredatioi)S  of  an  enemy,  whom  only 
our  own  negligence  enables  to  refift  us ;  but  I  doubt,  my  Lords, 
whether  it  is  known  in  Spain,  that  their  monardi  is  at  war  with 
Britain,  othcrwife  than  by  the  riches  9f  our  nation,  which  are  dif- 
tributedi  among  theit  prirateers,  and  the  prifoners  who  in  the  towns 
on  the  coaft  arc  wandering  in  the  ftrcets.  For  I  know  no  inconve- 
nience which  they  can  be  fuppuTed  to  feel  from  our  hoflilities,  nor  in 
what  part  of  the  world  the  war  againft  them  is  carried  on.  Before 
the  war  was  declared,  it  is  wcH  remembered  by  wham,  and  with  how 
great  vehemence,  it  was  every  day  repeated,  that  to  end  the  war  with 
honour  we  ought  to  tah  and  hold.  What,  my  Lords,  do  we  hold^ 
or  what  have  we  taken  f  What  has  the  war  produced  in  its  whole 
courfe  from  one  year  to  another,  but  defeats,  lofles,  and  ignominy  ? 
And  how  ftall  we  regain  our  honour,  or  retrieve  our  wealth,  by  en- 
gaging in  another  war  more  dangerous  but  lefs  necefTary  f  We  ought 
Turely  to  humble  Spain,  before  we  prefumc  to  attack  France  j  and 
we  may  attack  France  with  better  profpcfls  of  fucccfs,  when  we 
liave  no  other  enemy  to  divert  our  attention,  or  divide  out  f»rces. 

T^at  we  ought  indeed  to  make  any  attempt  upon  France,  I  atn 
fw  from  bring  convinced,  bccjufc  I  do  not  now  difcover,  that  any  of 
the  motives  fubfift  which  engaged  us  in  the  laft  confederacy.  The 
Hogfe  of  Auftria,  riiough  overborne  and  dillreffcd,  was  then  power- 
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ful  in  itlUf,  snd  poUeflcd  of  the  imperial  ciowo.  It  is  now  reduced 
alinoft  below  the  hopes  of  recovery^  and  we  are  tbereferc  now  o 
reAore  what  we  were  [faet>  only  to  fupport.  But  what,  my  Lords, 
is  in  my  opiniqn  much  more  to  be  coiffidcred,  the  natiqn  wv  that 
)inanimou>  in  one  general  rclbiDtian  to  reprels  the  infoleoce  of 
France  ;  no  hardihips  were  iofupportablc  that  conduced  tq  this  great 
eiul,  nor  any  tayes  grievous  that  were  ^pljed  to  tlte  fgppoit  of  the 
war.  The  apcouiit  of  a  viSory  was  e%emed  as  an  equivalent  ts 
cxci&s  and  to  public  debis ;  ahd  the  poj&ffions  of  us  and  pur  pofte* 
rity  wer;  chcj^&lly  mprtgag,ed  to  purchafe  a  triumpt)  pver  tl)e  com- 
mon enemy.  But,  my  Lords,  the  difpofmon  of  the  nation  ^ritb  re> 
gard  to  the  prefent  war  is  very  difierent.  They  difcover  no  danger 
threatet)ing  thera,  they  arc  neither  invaded  ii^  ^'ir  pof&ffions  by  di^ 
armies,  nor  interrupted  \n  their  commerce  by  the  fleets  of  Frances 
and  therefore  they  are  not  able  tfl  find  put  why  they  muft  be  facrificed 
to  an  enemy,  by  whom  they  have  been  long  purfued  widi  the  auA 
implacable  hafred,  for  the  falce  of  attacking  a  power  front  which  tbey 
^ave  hitherto  fe]t  ifo  injifry,.  and  which  they  believe  cannot  be  pro- 
voked without  danger,  nor  pppofed  jvithout  fuctf  a  profufion  of  ec-r 
pence  ^  die  ptdilic  is  a^  prefent  not  able  to  bear. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofedj  my  Lords,  that  the  bulk  of  the  Brittlh 
people  are  aSc^d  withthe  diftrefles,  or  inflamed  by  the  magnanimitf 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  This  illuftrious  daughter  of  Auftria, 
^hole  name  has  been  fo  often  echoed  in  thcfe  walls,  and  of  whom  l 
fjn  fir  from  denying,  that  Ihe  deferves  qur  admiration,  our  com- 
panion, and  all  the  af&Aance  which  can  be  given  her,  con&ftently  widi 
the  regard  due  tq,  th^  fafety  of  our  own  country,  is  to  the  greateft 
part  of  the  people  an  imaginary  princefs,  whofe  fufierings  or  wbofe 
virtues  make  no  other  impreiSon  upon  them,  thanthofe  which  arf 
recorded  in  fii^idous  narratives;  nor  can  they  eafily  be  perfuaded  to 
give  up  for  her  relief  the  produce  of  their  lands,  or  the  profits  of 
their  commerce. 

Som^  indeed  there  are,  my  Lord),  whofe  view*  aie  mdte  exten- 
five,  a)id  whofe  funtiments  arc  more  exalted }  for  it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofcd,  that  either  knowledge  or  gcnerofity  are  confined  to  the  Senate 
or  the  Court:  but  thefe,  my  Lords,  though  they  perhaps  may  mnv 
re:idi!y  approve  the  end  which  the  miniHry  pretends  to  puifue,  are 
Icfs  fatislied  with  the  means  by  which  they  endeavour  to  attain  it. 
By  thcfe  men  it  is  cafily  difcovered,  that  the  hopes  which  fome  lj» 
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confidently  expreft  of  prerailing  upon  the  Dutch  to  iinite  with  vt 
for  the  fuppoR  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanflipn,  are  without  foundation  ; 
thej  fee  that  their  confent  to  place  garrifon*  in  the  frontier  towns, 
however  it  niaj'  fumifh  a  fubje^  of  exuluuon  to  thofe  whofe  intercft 
ft  is  to  reprefcnt  tbcm  as  ready  to  concur  with  us,  is  only  a  new 
proof  of  what  wae  never  doubted,  their  unvariable  attention  to  their 
own  intercft,  fmce  they  muft  for  their  own  fecurity  preferve  thdr 
own  barrier  from  being  feizcd  by  France.  By  this  »£t  they  incur  no 
new  ejipence,  they  provoke  no  enemies,  nor  give  any  affiftance  to 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  which  they  can  raifc  either  rcfentmenC  ia 
one  part,  or  gratitude  in  the  other ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  hard  to 
perceive  that,  whatever  is  pretended,  the  Dutch  hitherto  obferve  the 
moft  exaA  laws  of  neutrality ;  and  it  is  too  evident,  that  if  they  re- 
Aife  their  affiftance,  wc,  have  very  little  to  hope  ftom  a  war  wid) 
France. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  objeflion.  againft  the  prefent  meafuresj  for  It 
it  generally,  and  not  without  fuiEcient  reafon  fufpe^d,  diat  the 
real  affiftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ii  not  intended,  fincc  the 
troops  which  hjve  been  hired  under  that  pretence,  are  fuch  as  can- 
not march  againft  the  Emperor.  It  is  known,  that  the  Heffians  have 
abfolutely  refufed  to  infringe  the  conftitution  of  the  German  body, 
by  attacking  him  who  is  by  a  legal  grant  acknowledged  its  bead  ; 
nor  is  it  cafy  to  conceive,  why  there  fliould  be  a  difierent  law  for 
Hahoynr,  than  for  the  other  eJei^torates. 

The  long  ftay  of  the  troops  in  Flanders,  a  place  where  there  is  no 
enemy  to  encounter,  nor  ally  to  affift,  is  a  fufficient  proof  that  thfie 
is  nothing  more  defigned  than  that  the  troops  of  Hanover  {hall  Itnte^r 
on  the  verge  of  war,  and  receive  their  pay  for  feafling  in  their 
quarters,  and  fhewing  their  arms  at  a  review;  and  that  they  in 
reality  dcfign  nothing  but  to  return  home  with  lull  pocketsj  and 
enjoy  the  fpoils  of  Britain. 

I^ere  may  indeed  be  another  reafon,  my  Lords,  which  hinders 
the  progrefs  of  the  united  forces,  and  by  which  the  Britons  and  Ha- 
noverians may  be  both  affe£ted,  though  not  both  in  the  fame  degree. 
It  is  by  no  means  unlijtely,  that  the  Kiqg  of  Fruffia  has  forbidden 
them  to  advance,  and  declared,  that  the  King  who  was  chofen  by 
ftis  fufB-age  Ihall  be  fupported  by  his  arms ;  if  this  be  hit  refolution, 
be  is  well  known  to  want  neither  ^int  nor  flrength  to  avow  and  ■ 
pjpporrit  i  and  there  are  feafoqs  fuffi^ient  to  convince  us,  that  he 

has 


346  BBBAr.  TION  frEB.  U 

has  dedartd  it,  and  that  our  troc^  are  now  patkndy  waiiibg  die 
event  of  x  negociation  by  which  wc  are  endcavoohog  to  perfuade 
bim  to  alter  his  delign,  if  indeed  it  be  defired  that  he  fiiould  alta 
it  i  for  it  is  not  certain,  that  the  ElcSor  of  Hanover  can  defiie  the 
reftoration  of  the  Houfc  of  AuAria  to  an  herediiarjr  enjoyment  of 
the  imperial  dignity ;  nor  can  it  eaftly  be  fhewn  iriiy  the  politics  of 
one  Houfe,  fliould  diifer  from  thofe  of  all  the  other  Princes  of  die 
German  empitc. 

The  other  Princes,  my  Lordss'  have  long  wiflicd  for  a  King  wttk 
whom  they  might  treat  upon  die  level ;  a  King  who  mi^t  owe  his 
dignity  only  to  their  votes,  and  who  therefore  would  be  willing  to 
favour  them  in  gratitude  for  the  beneEt.  They  know,  that  the 
Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  confidered  their  advancement  to 
Che  emi»rc  as  the  confequence  of  their  numerous  forces  am)  large 
dominions,  and  made  uTc  of  their  exaltation  only  to  tyrannize  under 
the  ai^iearancc  of  legal  right,  and  to  opprels  thofe  as  Sovereigns, 
srtiom  they  would  otherwife  have  harallcd  as  conquerors. 

Before  wc  can  therefore  hope  for  the  concurrence  of  die  Princes 
of  the  empire,  we  mull  inform  them  of  our  dclign,  |f  any  defign  has 
iieen  yet  laid  out.  Is  It  your  intention  to  redore  the  Honfe  of 
Auftria  to  the  foU  cn^oymcm  of  its  former  grcatnefs  I  This  will  cer- 
icainlp  be  ofienly  oppcrfed  by  sil  thofe  powers  m^o  are  HrtMig  eheu|^ 
pt  make  head  againft  it,  and  fecredy  obftru£)ied  by  diofe,  whofe  we^- 
nefs  makes  them  afraid  of  public  declarations.  Do  you  intend  ni 
(opport  the  Pragmado  San^ion  ?  TUs  can  only  be  done  by  defeating 
the  whole  power  of  France;  and  for  this  you  muft  neccf&rily  pro- 
vide troops  ^Q  Ihatl  dare  to  iSt  agiinft  the  prefent  King.  So  dnc 
it  appears,  my  Lords,  that  we  arc  attempting  nothing,  or  attempting 
4bipaffibiltties ;  diat  eidier  wc  have  no  end  in  view^  or  that  wt  hsic' 
anade  afe  of  sji  aibfurd  cboioe  of  means  by  which  it  cannot  be 
lituined. 

Whatever  be  oar  defign  with  regard  to  Germany,  the  war  againft 
£pain  is  cvidcndy  negle^d ;  and  indeed  one  part  irf  our  cosdnA 
oroves  at  once,  that  we  intend  neither  to  allift  th^  Auftrians,  nor 
^  puni&  die  Spaniards }  fince  we^iare  ins  great  meafurc  dKAM 
purielves  from  eidier  by  the  neu^lity  which  Cxptaii)  Martin  is  find 
«o  have  granted,  and  by  which  we  have  allowed  Jtn  r^^uo;  bodi  lo 
^  troops  of  Spain,  which  Ihall  fly  before  tfie  Auftriahi,  and  Ae  * 
printcen  'which  JbatU  be  chafed  by  our  fliips-  in  Ibe  MedhenmeaB. 
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IknT  riierefbre  eonrinced,  my  Z^ords,  dM  our  delignt  are  not  fuch 
as  tfaey  are  reprefcnted,  or  that  they  wiH  not  be  accomi^iflied  by  the 
meaTures  taken.  I  am  convinced  in  a  particular  manner,  that  the 
vrtapi  of  Hanover  can  be  of  no  ufe,  and  that  thcT  vill  raile  the  re&nt- 
fiitnt  of  the  nation  already  overwheimcd  with  unncceilary  burthens, 
i  know  likenife,  that  they  have  been  taken  into  {lay  without  the 
confent  of  the  Senate,  and  am  convinced,  that  if  no  other  oli^e^oo 
coold  be  raifed,  we  ought  not  to  ratify  a  treaty  which  the  Crown 
hn  made,  without  laying  it  before  us  in  the  ufual  manner.  I  need 
not  dierefore  inform  your  Lordfhips,  that  I  think  the  niotion  now 
vnder  ycwr  conlideratiui  neceflary  and  juft ;  and  that  I  hope,  upon  *M 
attentive  examination  of  the  reafons  which  have  been  c^red,  your. 
Lor^ipe  will  concur  in  it  with  that  unanimity  which  evidence  ought 
<o  cnfocce,  and  that  zeal  which  ought  to  be  excited  by  public 
danger. 

To  which  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  made  anfwertothefidknnng 
pBTpu'ti'-r-My  Lords,  I  Irnow  not  by  what  imaginary  appcarancet 
of  public  danger  the  ncfale  Lord  is  fo  much  alarmed,  nor  whatfcan 
tbey  are  which  he  endeavours  with  fo  much  art  and  zeal  to  commu- 
niiratE  to  diis  Aflembty.  For  my  part,  I  can  upon  the  moft  atten* 
tive  furvej^of  our  aAirs,  difcovcr  nothing  to  be  feared  but  calum* 
nice  and  mifrcprcfcntaticms ;  and  thefe  I  Aiall  henceforward  think 
more  IxirmidBbte,  flnce  they  have  been  able  to  impofe  upcHi  an,un- 
derAanding  fo.  penetrating  as  that  of  his  Lordfiiip's,  and  have  pre- 
frailed  upon  him  to  believe  what  is  not  only  falfc,  but  without  the 
j^tpcarance  of  truth,,  and  to  believe  it  fo  firmly,  as  to  alTcrc  It  to 
your  Jjordlbips. 

One  of  the  faSts  iriiich  he  has  thus  implicitly  received,  and  thus 
puUicly  mentioned^  is  the  neutrality  fuppofed  to  have  been  granted 
to  the  King  of  Sicily,  from  which  he  has  amufed  himfelf  and  yoifr 
Ix>rdfiups  with  deducing  very  dcfiru3ive  confequences,  that  pcrhapf 
jieed  not  to  be  allowed  him  even  upon  fuppofition  of  the  neutrality ; 
but  which  need  not  now  be^difputed,  becaufe  no  neutrality  has  been 
granted.  Captain  Martin,  when  be  treated  with  the  King,  very 
cautioufly  declined  any  declarations  of  the  intentions  of  the  Britiflt 
OoiUt  on  that  particular,  and  confined  himfelf  to  the  fubjed  of  hi$ 
Mcflage,  without  giving  any  reafon  for  hope,  or  defpair  of  a  neutra'- 
iity.  So  that  if  it  fhall  be  thought  neceflary,  we  are  thit  hour  at 
)itictty-to'd^re  wxc  againft  iht  King  of  Sicily,  and  may  purfue 


the  Spaniards  with  the  lame  freedom  on  his  coafts  as  on  tfaoTe  of  any 
other  power,  and  prc^ihit  any  affiftancc  from  being  given  hj  iam 
to  their  armies  in  Italy. 

His  LordOiip's  notion  of  the  interpofition  of  the  King  of  FraSc 
in  the  King's  favour,  is  another  phantom  raifed  by  calumsy  to  ter- 
nfy  credulity ;  a  phantom  which  will,  I  hope,  be  entirely  diffipate^ 
when  I  have  informed  the  Houfc,  that  the  whole  fufpicion  is  without 
foundation,  and  that  the  King  of  Fruffia  has  tnadc  no  declaration  of 
any  defign  to  fupport  the  Kang,  or  of  oppofing  us  in  the  perfonnance 
€if  our  treaties.  This  Prince,  my  Lords,  however  powerful,  a^ve 
M  ambitious,  appears  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  acquifitions^  and  wilUi^ 
to  reft  in  an  inofienfive  neutrality. 

Such,  my  Lords,  and  fo  remote  from  truth  are  the  reprefeatadwii 
which  the  enemies  of  the  Government  have  widi  great  zeal  uid  in- 
duftry  fcattcred  over  the  lution,  and  by  which  they  have  endeavoured 
to  obviate  thofe  fchemes  which  they  would  feem  to  favour ;  for  by 
finking  the  nation  to  a  defpair  of  attaining  thofe  ends  whidi  they 
declare  at  the  fame  time  necelEuy  not  only  to  our  happincfsi  but  to 
our  prcferration,  what  do  they  Icfs  than  tell  us,  that  we  mufl  be 
content  lolook  unaflive  on  the  calamities  that  abroach  us,  and  pre* 
pare  to  be  cmfhed  by  that  ruin  which  we  cannot  prevent  ?  * 

From  this  cold  dejeAion,  my  Lords,  arifes  that  defpair  wtudi  fo 
many  Lords  have  exprefled  of  prevailing  upon  the  Dutch  to  niute 
with  us.  The  determinations  of  that  people  are  indeed  always  flow, 
and  the  resfon  of  their  llownefs  has  been  already  given ;  but  i  am 
tnfornwd,  that  the  general  fpirit  which  now  reigns  among  them,  b 
likely  foon'to  over'tulethe  particular  interefls  of  fingle  provinces, 
and  can  produce  letters  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  had  onlj  one 
town  oppofed  thofe  meafures  to  which  their  concurrence  is  sow 
iblicited,  it  had  been  long  fince  over-ruled;  for  there  want  not 
among  them  men  equally  enamoured  of  the  magnanimity  and  firm- 
ticfs  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  equally  zealous  for  the  genenl  good 
of  manicind,  equally  zealous  for  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  equdy 
convinced  of  the  perfidy,  the  ambition,  aqd  the  infolence  of  France 
with  any  Lord  in  this  Affembly. 

Thefe  men,   my  Lords,   have  long  endeavoured  to  roufa   tMr 

country  from  the  floth  of  avarice,  and  the  flumber  of  tranqaillit^  M 

a  generous  and  extenfive  regard  for  the  univerlal  .happinefs  of  tnM* 

kind }  and  are  now  labouring  in  the  gcoeraJ  AflemUy  to  caounjMa* 

_ .   t'.oo'lc     '  ■»• 
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cate  (bat  ardour  with  which  they  are  themlelves  inflameil,  and  to  ex- 
cite that  zeal  for  public  faith,  of  which  their  fuperior  knowledge 
fiicws  them  the  neccflity. 

It  has  becD  indeed  infinuated,  that  all  their  confuTtations  tend  only 
to  place  garrifons  in  thofe  towns  from  which  the  Queen  of  Hungarf 
has  withdrawn  her  forces ;  but  this  fuppoAtion,  my  Lords,  as  it  u 
without  any  fupport  from  fads,  is  likewife  without  probability.  F(» 
(o  garritbn  the  barrier  towns,  requires  no  previous  debates  ikm*  deli-  . 
beradons }  fmcc  it  never  was  oppofed  even  by  thofe  by  whom  the 
affiftaoce  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  been  moft  retarded.  Nor 
have  even  the  deputies  of  Oort,  whofc  obdinacy  Has  been  aaoft  re- 
markable, denied  the  neceiSty  of  fecuring  the  confines  of  their 
country,  by  pofleffing  with  their  own  troops  thofe  places  which  the 
Auftrians  are  obliged  to  forfalce.  Their  prefent  difputes,  my  Lotds, 
mufibe  therefore  on  fomc  other  queftion ;  and  whdt  queftion  can  be 
now  before  them  which  can  produce  any  difficulties,  but  that  whtdt 
r^rds  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanson  i 

If  tbefe  deliberations  fhould  be  fo  for  influenced  by  the  arrival  oT- 
tbe  army  in  the  pay  of  Britain,  as  to  end  in  a  refolution  to  fend  a 
foScient  number  of  forces  into  Germany,  it  will  not  be  denied, 
that  the  troops  which  give  occafion  for  this  debate,  have  really  been 
ufefiil  to  ttw  common  caufe ;  nor  will  his  Majefty  lofc  the  affe£Hons 
of  any  of  his  fubjc^  by  the  falfe  accounts  which  have  been  Iprcad 
of  an  invidious  preference  given  to  the  troops  of  Hanover. 

That  every  Government  ought  to  endeavour  to  gain  the  efteena 
and  confidence  of  the  people,  I  luppofe  we  are  all  equally  con- 
vinced {  but  I,  for  my  part,  am  very  far  from  thinking  that  meafures 
ought  only  to  be  purfued  or  rejeSed,  as  they  are  immediately  &- 
voured  «r  dilliked  by  the  populace.  For  as  they  cannot  know  either  . 
die  caufes  or  the  end  of  public  tranfaflions,  they  can  judge  only 
(n>m  Eilladous  appearances,  or  the  information  of  thofe  wbofe  in- 
teieft  it  may  perhaps  be  to  lead  them  away  from  the  truth.  That 
Monarch  will  be  moft  certainly  and  moft  permanently  popular,  wh« 
Aeadity  purfues  the  good  of  his  people,  even  in  oppolttion  to  their  own 
pRJndiccs  and  clamours ;  who  difregards  calumnies,  which,  Aough 
tbey  may  prevail  for  a  day,  time  will  fufficiently  confute,  and  Sights 
ol^edions  which  he  knows  may  be  anfweied,  aud  anfwered  beyond 

Such, 
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Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  obje^ons  which  have  been  hi^trto  nufi>} 
againft  the  troops  of  Hanover*  of  which  mapy  arife  from  igfiomnce, 
and  many  from  prejudice ;  and  fome  may  be  fuppt^i)  to  bf  buuI? 
only  for  ^e  lake  of  giving  way  to  inve^v«Si  and  indulging  a  petu- 
lant incIijiati<Ki  <^fpe*king  contcmptuouAy  of  Hanover. 

With  tb'n  view,  my  Lords,  it  has  been  aftcd,  why  die  Hanovc. 
rians  are  prderred  to  ^1  other  nations  ^  Why  they  have  been  fele£tcd 
from  all  other  troops^  to  fight  againff  France  the  cauie  of  Eurt^  i 
They  were  chofen^  my  Lords,  becaufe  they  were  mofteafUy  to  he 
procured.  Of  the  othn  nations  from  whom  forces  have  ufixallf 
been  hired,  fome  %ere  engaged  in  the  care  of  protcdtog,  or  tha 
defign  of  extending  their  own  dominions,  and  others  had  no  trooftt 
kried,  nor  could  tberefcHv  furoifh  them  with  Q>eed  enou^  for  the 
exigence  that  demanded  them. 

It  has  been  \lked  with  an  air  of  triumph,  as  a  qneftion  to  wlucb 
no  anfwer  could  be  given,  why  an  equal  number  of  Britons  was  not 
fent,  fince  their  valour  mi^tbe  efieemed  at  Icaft  equal  tothatctf^ 
Hanoverians f  I  am  br^  my  Lords,  froin  iotending  to  diminifh  the 
reputation  of  the  BiitUh  courage,  or  detra^  from  that  praiG:  which 
hfls  been  gained  by  fuch  gallant  enterpri&s,  and  preicrved  by  a  loog 
fucceffion  of  dangers,  and  of  vidorics ;  nor  do  I  eiqicfi  that  any 
nation  mil  ever  form  a  juft  claim  to  fuperbrity.  TliF  reafon, 
therefore,  my  Lords,  for  which  the  troops  of  Hanover  were  hired, 
was  not  that  the  bravery  of  our  countrymen  was  doubted,  but  that 
the  traofpoTtation  of  fuch  numbers  might  leave  us  naked  io  the  in- 
fults  of  an  enemy.  For  though  die  noble  Lord  has  declared,  that 
after  having  lent  iixtecn  thoufand  into  Flanders,  we  fhould  flill  have 
relerved  for  our  defence  a  body  of  feven  tbou^nd  equal  to  that  ^lich 
the  protedicm  of  this  kingdom  was  i^ufiied  in  the  late  war,  bis 
opinion  will  upon  examination  be  found  to  have  arifen  ody  from  ihc 
enumeration  of  die  names  of  our  regiments,  many  of  which  vc 
far  from  being  complete,  and  fome  almofl  merely  Dominal ;  fi»  Ifaat 
perhaps  if  a  body  of  fixteen  thoufand  more  had  been  fent,  tiatus 
would  not  have  remained  a  Tingle  regiment  to  have  repeUed  the 
crew  of  any  daring  privateer  that  fhould  have  landed  to  burn  our 
villageG,  and  ravage  the  defenceleft  country. 

It  was  defKcd,  my  Lords,  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that  a  Brkib 
army  might  appear  on  the  continent  in  her  favour,  for  (he  ki^ey 
tbe  repuufion  and  terror  of  our  arnls ;  and  as  her  demand  was  cqui- 
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table  in  itfcif,  and  bonouiable  to  the  nation,  it  -was  complied  with  j 
Slid  as  maay  of  our  native  trpops  were  fent,  as  it  was  thought  con- 
venient to  rpare,  the  reft  were  iiecc0a[Uy  to  be  hired }  and  it  is  the 
.  buHneJs  of  tbofe  Lords  who  defend  the  motion,  to  lh«w  fiooi 
whence  diey  could  be  called  more  properly  than  from  Hanover. 

It  has  been  ui^ed  with  great  warmth,  that  the  contra^  made  for  - 
tbeie  troops  has  not  been  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  charge  which  die 
noble  Lord  who  fpoke  Uft  but  one,  has  fliewn  to  be  ill  grounded  ; 
becaufe  the  former  determinations  of  the  Senate  enabled  the  Crowa 
to  farrifon  the  frontier  towns  without  any  new  deliberations,  but 
which  may  be  perhaps  more  latisfa^rily  confiited  by  iltewing,  that 
it  t)  an  accuiation  of  negleding  that  which  was  in  reality  not  pof- 
fible  to  be  perftmned,  or  which  at  leaft  could  not  be  performed 
without  fubje^ing  the  Government  to  impuutions  yet  more  dan* 
gjerous  than  tbofe  which  it  now  fullers. 

The  accounts,  my  Lords,  by  which  the  miniflry  were  determined 
to  lend  the  army  into  Flanders,  arrived  only  fifteen  days  before  the 
recefs  of  the  Senate ;  nor  was  the  refolution  formed,  as  it  may  eafily 
be  imagined,  till  feveral  days  after  j  To  that  there  was  very  little 
time  for  fenatorial  deliberations,  nor  was  it  perhaps  convenient  to 
publifli  at  that  time  the  whole  fcheme  of  our  defigns. 

But  let.  uE  fuppofe,  my  Lord*,  that  the  Senate  had  a  few  days 
before  they  rafe  been  confulted,  and  that  a  vote  of  credit  had  been 
required  to  enable  the  Crown  to  hire  forces  during  the  interval  of  the 
feffions,  what  would  thofe  by  whom  this  motion  is  fi^>pc^ted  have 
urged  agninft  it  {  Would  they  not  widi  great  appearance  of  reafon 
have  alledged  the  im[H'opriety  of  fuch  an  application  to  the  thin  re- 
mains of  a  Senate,  from  which  almoft  all  thofe  had  retired,  whom 
their  employments  did  not  retain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Court  I 
Would  it  not  have  been  echoed  from  one  corner  of  thefe  iiingdoms 
to  another,  that  the  miniflry  had  betrayed  their  country  by  a  con- 
trad  which  they  dutft  not  lay  before  a  full  Senate,  and  of  which 
they  would  truft  the  examination  only  to  thofe  whom  they  had  hired 
to  approve  it  i  Would  not  this  have  been  gerecally  averted,  and 
generally  believed  ?  Would  not  thofe  who  diftinguilhed  themfelves 
as  tbf  opponents  of  the  Court,  have  urged,  that  the  King  ou^t  to 
CJiert  his  prcrpgativej  and  truil  the  equity  of  the;  Senate  for  the  ap- 
probatipn  of'his  mcafures,  and  the  payment  of  the  troops  which  he 
hod  Rtsified  fqs  the  fiipport  $if  -the.  co^iswo  ofnikt  the  caule  for 
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wfaiefa  fo  iDMh  zeal  Had  been  exprefled,  and  for  vrfiich  it  could  not 
with  juitice  be  fufpc^led,  that  any  reafonable  demands  would  be 
denied?  Would  not  the  folicitition  of  a  grant  of  power  without 
limits,  to  be  exerted  wholly  at  the  di(cretion  of  the  miniflry,  be  ccn- 
fured  as  a  precedent  of  the  uttnoft  danger,  which  it  wu  the  budnef* 
«f  every  nun  to  oppofe,  who  had  not  loft  idl  regard  to  the  confttta- 
tion  of  hia  country  i 

Thefe  infinuations,  my  Lords,  were  fbrelcen  and  allowed  by  the 
-miniftry  to  be  (pecious,  and  therefore  they  determined  to  avoid  tbein 
hy  purfuing  their  fchemes  at  their  own  hazard,  without  any  other 
fecurity  than  the  confcioufnefe  of  the  reditude  of  their  own  defigns ; 
and  to  truft  to  the  equity  of  the  Senate  when  they  Ihould  be  laid 
before  them,  at  s  time  when  part  o(  thnr  eSe&s  might  be  difco- 
ver^,  and  when  therefore  no  (alfe  reprcfentations  could  be  uled  to 
miflead  their  judgment.  They  knew  (he  zeal  of  the  Commons  for 
the  great  caufe  of  univerfal  liberty  j  they  knew  Aat  their  meafures 
had  no  other  tendency  than  the  promotion  of  that  caufe,  and  tfaere- 
Ibre  they  confidently  formed  thofe  expeSations  which  have  not  dc- 
crived  them,  that  the  pay  of  the  troops  would  be  readily  granted, 
and  ordered  diem  therefore  to  march ;  though  if  the  Commons  bad 
difapproved  their  plan,  they  muft  have  returned  into  their  own  coun- 
try, or  have  been  fupported  at  the  expence  of  the  eledorate. 

The  ol:^e£tions  railed  againft  thefe  troops,  have  apparently  had  no 
influence  in  the  other  Houfe,  becaufc  fupplies  have  been  granted 
for  dieir  fay ;  and  I  believe  they  will,  upon  examination,  be  found 
by  your  Lordfhips  not  to  deferve  much  regard. 

It  is  aflected,  that  they  cannot  i£t  againft  the  Emperor  eftabliflwd 
and  acknowledged  by  the  diet,  without  fubje3ing  their  country  to 
an  interdid;  and  it  was  therefore  fufpcAcd,  that  they  would  in 
reality  be  of  no  uie.  This  fufpicion,  my  Ix>rds,  I  fu[^x)fe,  it  a 
now  not  neceflary  to  cenfure,  iince  you  have  heard  from  his  Majefty, 
that  they  are  preparing  to  march  }  and  as  the  confequences  of  their 
'  conduA  can  only  a&d  the  ele41orate,  its  propriety  or  legaliqr  wiA 
regard  to  the  conftitution  of  ^  empire,  falls  not  properly  under 
our  confideration. 

How  his  Majefty's  meafures  may  be  defended,  even  in  this  view, 
I  fuppofe  I  heed  not  inform  any  of  this  Aflembly.  It  is  well  known, 
that  the  Emperor  was  chofen  not  by  the  fi-ee  content  of  the  diet,  in 
which  every  eledor  voted  according  to  bis  own  &n&,  but  by  »  diet 
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in  which  one  vote  uf  die  em^re  was  Tufpendcd  without  any  ngui 
to  law  or  juftice,  and  in  which  the  reft  were  extorted  by  a  French 
arny,  which  threatened  immediate  ruin  to  bim  who  fliould  refufc  his 
conreat.  The  Emperor  thus  chgfco,  was  -likeWSre  afterwards  recog- 
nized by  the  fame  powers,  upon  the  fame  motives,  and  die  aid  was 
granted  as  the  votes  were  ^vcn  by  the  influence  of  the  annies  of 
France. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  the  Queen  c^  Hungary  ftill  refufes  to 
give  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria  the  ftile  and  honours  which  belong  to 
the  imperial  dignity ;  Ihe  confiders  the  Throne  as  flill  vacant,  and 
requires  that  icibould  be  filled  by  an  uninfluenced  ele£Uon. 

It  has  been  obfcrved,  my  Lords,  that  his  Majcfty  gave  his  vote 
to  the  £le£)or  of  Bavaria;  and  it  has  been  dierefore  reprefented  as 
an  inconfiAency  in  his  conduA,  diat  he  ihould  make  war  againft 
him.  But,  my  Lords,  it  will  by  no  means  follow,  that  becaufe  he 
yotei  for  bim,  he  thinks  him  lawfully  ele^d,  nor  that  it  is  unjufl: 
to  difpofTcfs  him ;  though  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  wc  are  not  makii^ 
war  to  dethrone  the  Emperor,  however  ele^d,  but  to  fupport  -the 
Pragmatic  Sandion. 

This  ob&rvation,  though  Ibmewhat  &reign  from  the  prefent  de- 
bate, I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  Uy  before  your  Lordflups, 
that  no  fcruples  might  remain  in  the  mofl  delicate  and  fcrupulous^ 
and  CO  fhew  that  the  mcafuresofhi&Majefly  cannot  be  juftly  charged 
widi  inconfiftency. 

B.utthis,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  greatcft  beneiit  which 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  lias  received  from  thefe  troops  j  for  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  the  ftates  will  be  induced  to  concur  in  the 
common  caufe,  when  they  find  that  they  are  not  incited  to  a  mo^ 
confederacy,  when  they  perceive  that  we  really  intend  toa£lvigo- 
joufly,  that  we  decline  neither  expcnce  nor  danger,  and  that  a  com- 
idiaoce  with  our  demands  will  not  expole  them  to  ftand  alone  and 
unaffified  againfl  the  power  of  France,  elated  by  fuccefs,  and  exaf-  . 
perated  by  oppofition. 

If  this,  my  Lords,  fhould  be  tiie  confequcnce  of  our  meafurcs^ 
fUii  this  confequence  isperhaps  not  &r  diflant,  it  will  no  longer  be^ 
I  hope,  allerted,  that  thefe  mercenaries  are  an  ufelcfs  burthen  to  the 
nation,  that  they  are  of  no  advantage  to  the  common  caufe,  or 
.chat  ±e  people  have  been  betrayed  by  the  miniftry  into  expences, 
merely  that  Hanover  might  be  enriched.    When  the  grand  wt^tdt- 
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'facf  is  once  "revlrcd,  and  revived  by  any  univeifaVtonviflion  of  the 
ilellru^re  mcafures,  the  infatiable  anibitlon,  and  the  otttragcous 
truelty  of  the  "French,  what  may  not  the  friends  of  liberty  prcfutne 
toexped  ?  May  they  not  hope,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  haughty  troops 
which  have  been  fo  long  emf^oyed  in  con'qilcfts  and  tnvafions,  that 
have  laid  wafte  the  neighbouring  countries  ^th  flaughters  and  dc- 
vaftationS)  wilt  be  foon  compelled  to  retire  to  ilieir  own  frontieis, 
^d  be  content  to  giiard  the  verge  of  their  native  pnmnces  ?  May 
We  not  hope,  that  they  will  foon  be  driven  from  dieir  pofts ;  that 
^hcy  will  be  forced  to  retreat  to  a  more  defenfible  ftation,  and  admit 
the  armies  of  their  enemies  into  their  dominions ;  and  that  they  wiQ 
lie  purfued  from  fortrels  to  fortnfs,  and  from  one  intrenchmcitt  to 
dnttthcr,  till  they  flialUx  reduced  to  petition  for  pedce,  and  purchafe 
it  by  the  allenatiOft  6f  partof  thmrterricories. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  yet  fafcly  affertcd  that  the  Fr^ch, 
liowever  powerful,  are  not  invincible ;  that  their  irintcs  may  be 
deflroyed,  and  their  treafures  exhauRed ;  that  they  may  therefore  b* 
nduced  -to  narrow  limits,  and  difabled  from  bdng  any  longer  the 
difturbers  of  the  peace  of  the  univerfc. 

'  It  is  well  kfioirn,  my  Lords,  that  tiieir  wealth  is  not  the  ^w!u4 
ftf  their  own  country ;  that  gold  is  not  dug  out  of  their  in'6uiitaiBS, 
y>r  rolled  down  their  rivefs ;  but  that  it  is  gained  by  an  extlcilfiK 
^nd  fuccefsfu^  c6ifimerce,'  carried  on  in  many  parts  of  die  world,  A 
the  diminution  of  our  own.  It  is  known  likewifc,  thit  trade  tiaaM. 
DC  continued  in  war,  without  the  proteflion  of  naval  armamentt  ; 
and  that  c>ur  Sect  is  at  prelent  fuperior  in  mrnigch  to  thole  'of  A^ 
grcateft  part  sf  the  univerfc  united.  It  is  therefore  reatbnably  to 
tie  hoped,  that  though  by  aiCfling  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  we  IhouM 
provoke  tW  French  to  declare  war  againfl  tis,  their  hoftilities  Woutfi 
piodute  none  of  thofe  calamities  which  fecm  to  be  dreaded  by  paA 
of  this  Aflembly  i  and  that  fiiould  a  oonfederacy  be  formed  as  might 
be  abl«  to  retort  all  the  machinations  of  France  upon  herfidf,  as 
would  tear  her  provinces  from  her,  and  annex  thefti  to  otfaer 
Sovereignties. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  no  fuch  fuccels  can  be  ezpefled  from  the 
conduct  which  we  have  lately  purfiied ;  that  we,  who  aiV  thus  duiag 
tfte  refenttnent  of  the  moft  formidable  (ibvKr  in  the  univcrfe,  have 
long  fulfered  ourfelves  to  be  infulted  by  an  eneoiy  of  iar  inferiok  . 
ibrce  ;  that  we  have  been  defeated  In  all  our  eaCetpilfes,  uvl  have  at 
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■t»efeAt  appeored  to  defift'  from  any  <le{ign  of  holVilities ;  t&t  the 
tfpuiMpHs  fcarcely  pefceitr«,  that  ths]*  have  an  enemy,  or  fe^  any  of 
the  csUmities  or  inconvemencles  of  war;  and  diat  they  are  vrety' 
day  enriched  with  itit  plunder  of  Bfiuin-  without  danger,  Mid 
without  labour. 

Thtt«bi  «'ar  agairift  Spain  has  hot  faithntD  been  rcmarkaUyiuc- 
««ftA^,  nmft  htt  cMifcfled  j  and  though  the  ^aniarda  cannot  bonft  of 
ftny  «dler  advaheaget  than  the  defence  of  their  ovm  dominions,  yet 
they  may  perhaps  be  romewhat  dstcd,  as  they  have  been  able  tx>  hoM 
out  againft  an  enemy  Superior  to  themfelves.  But,  my  Lords,  I  ani 
far  from  believing,  that  they  confider  the  war  againft  ua  as  an  ad- 
▼aotags,  or  that  they  do  not  lament  it  as  one  of  the  hedviefi  cala- 
mities that  coiiid  ^)  upon  them.  If  it  be  alked,  in  what  t>art  of 
their  dominions  they  feel  any  tffeSta  of  our  hoftility,  I  fiiall  gnfwer 
with  great  Confidence,  tiiat  they  feel  them  in  every  part  whkh  iy 
«ttpaied  to  the  evils  of  a  naval  tjvar ;  that  they  are  in  pain  wberever 
tiwy  irt  fenfiUe ;  that  they  are  woonded  wherever  they  are  not  ihet>- 
tered  from  Ow  blowsi  by  die  Interpoiitidn  <^  the  nations  of  ^ 
continent. 

If  we  examine^  my  Lotds,  the  influence  of  our  European  arma- 
tnents,  we  Ihail  find  that  their  ihips  of  war  are  (hUt  up  in  the  har- 
fcour  of  France,  and  that  the  fleets  of  both  nations  arc  happily 
blocked  up  together,  fo  that  they  can  neither  extricate  each  other 
by  concerted  motions^  in  which  our  attentiorr  might  be  diftra£ted, 
and  our  force  divided,  nor  by  their  united  force  break  tbroagh  ttie 
bars  by  which  they  are  fhut  up  from  the  ufeof  the  ocean. 

But  this,  my  Lords,  however  important  with  refpe^t  to  us,  is 
perhaps  the  fmiUeft  inconvenience  which  th«  Spaniards  feel  from  oiir 
mval  fuperiority.  They  hare  an  army,  my  Lords,  in  Italy,  cXpofed 
to  all  the  miferies  of  ^mine,  while  our  fleet  prohibits  the  tranfportx- 
tton  of  thofe  provllions  which  have  been  Oored  in  veflels  for  thetr 
flipply,  and  which  muft  be  probably  Ibon  made  defencelefe  by  the 
Vant  of  ammunition^  and  fall  into  the  bands  of  their  enemies  without 
the  honour  of  a  battle. 

But  what  to  the  pride  c^  a  Spaniard  muft  be  yet  a  more  fevefe 
affliAion,  they  have  on  the  fame  continent  a  natural  confederate, 
it^o  is  yet  fo  intimidated  by  the  BritiQi  fleets,  that  he  dares  neither 
afford  them  refuge  in  his  dominions,  nor  fend  his  troops  to  their 
*fliA«iice.  .The  Quecfl,  amidft^dl  theicbCEMS  which  her  unboutidAd 
A"  a  2  -^  wnbition 


35^  DEBATE      ON  [fEB. 1. 

soabition  forini  for  die  exaltation  of  her  family.  Ends  licr  own  fon* 
afber  having  received  a  kingdom  from  her  kimlnefs,  reftraiocd  from 
fuppoiting  her,  and  reduced  to  prderve  thofe  territories  which  Ibe 
has  hcftowed  upon  him,  by  abandoning,  her  ^m  whom  be  re- 
ceived them,  ■ 

'  Thefe,  my  hoiis,  are  the  inconveniencies  which  the  Spantardi 
feel  from  our  fleets  in  die  Mediterranean;  aod  even  th^*  however 
eoibamffii^,  however  depreffing,  arc  lighter  than  thofe  wWcb  ow 
American  navy  prodoces.  It  i)  apparent,  that  money  is  equivateat 
to  flrength,  a  proportion  of  which,  if  it  could  be  doubted,  ibe  Spanifli 
'Monarchy  would  afford  fufficient  proof,  as  it  has  been  for  a  long 
time  fupported  only  by  the  power  <^  riches.  It  is  therefore  intpo<^ 
ftbl*  to  weaken  Spain  more  fpecdily  or  more  certainly,  than  by  in- 
tercepting or  obftnicling  the  annual  fu[:^i|es  of  goU  and  filver  which 
Ihe  receives  from  her  American  province*,  by  which  Ifae  was  once 
enabled  to  threaten  flavery  to  all  the  neighbouring  ration^,  and  in- 
cited to  begin,  with  the  fubjeAton  of  this  iRand,  her  mighty  fcbaoe 
.of  univer&l  monarchy,  and  by  which  (he  has  (lill  continued  to  exalt 
herielf  to  an  equality  wiA  the  moft  powerful  nations,  to  ereft  nev 
icingdoms,  and  let  at  defiance  the  Auflrian  power. 

Tbefc  fupplies,  my  Lords,  are  now,  if  not  wholly,  yet  in  a  great 
raeafure  withheld  ;  and  by  all  the  efforts  which  the  Spaniards  oow 
make,  they  are  cxhaufting  their  vitals,  and  wafting  the  natural 
.ftrength  of  their  lutive  country.  While  they  made  wir  with  ad- 
ventitious treafures,  and  only  fquandered  one  year  what  another 
would  repay  them,  it  was  not  eafy  to  forefee  how  long  their  pride 
would  incline  them  to  hold  out  againft  fupcrior  Itrength.  While 
^y  were  only  engaged  in  a  naval  war,  they  might  have  perilfied 
for  a  long,  time  in  a  kind  of  pa£ve  obftinacy ;  and  while  they  were 
engaged  in  no  foreign  enterprizes,  might  have  fupported  that  trade 
with  each  other  which  is  neceQary  for  the  fii{^rt  of  life,  upon  die 
credit  c^  thofe  treafures  which  are  annually  heaped  up  in  their  ftoie- 
'  .hoofes,  though  they  are  not  received ;  and  by  which,  upcm  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  all  their  debts  might  at  once  be  paid,  and  all 
.their  funds  be  re-eflablifbed. 

But  At  prefent,  my  Lords,  their  condition  is  far  differeot;  tb^ 
'  have  been  tempted  by  the  profpcfl  of  enlarging  their  dominions  to 
raife  armies  for  diiHut  expeditions,  which  mull  be  fupported  in  a 
.  foreign  country,  and  can  be  fupppned  only  by  regular  remittances  td 
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treafure,  and  have  Tonned  thefe  projeSs  at  a  time  when  the  medbs 
of  purfuing  them  are  cut  off.  They  have  by  one  war  increalcd 
cheir  cxpences,  when  their  receipts  are  obllruftcd  by  another. 

In  this  llate,  m;' Lords,  lam  certain  the  Spaniards  are  very  far 
from  thinking  the  hoftiJity  of  Briuin  merely  nominal,  and  from  en- 
quiring in  what  part  of  the  wwld  dicir  enemies  are  to  be  fbundj 
The  troops  in  luly  fee  them  tailing  in  trium^rfi  over  the  Mediterra- 
nean, intercepting  their  provifions,  and  prohibiting  thofc  fuccours 
which  they  expend  from  their  confederate  of  Sicily.  In  Spain 
didr  uxes  and  their  poverty,' poverty  which  every  day  increatcs, 
inform  them,  that  the  feas  of  America  are  pollefled  by  the  fleets  of 
Britain,  by  whom  their  mines  arc  nude  u&Iefi,  and  their  wealthy 
dominions  reduced  to  an  empty  (bund. 

They  may,  indeed,  comfort  ihemfelves  in  dielr  diftrefles  with  the 
advantages  which  ^ir  troops  have  gained  over  the  King  of  Sardi-- 
m*t  and  with  the  entrance  which  they  [have  forced  into  his  domi- 
nions i  but  this  can  afford  them  no  long  fatisfaftion,  fmce  they  will 
probably  never  be  able  to  break  through  the  palles  at  which  they 
have  arrived,  or  to  force  their  way  into  Italy  j  and  muft  perlfh  at  . 
die  feet  of  inacccffible  rocks,  where  they  are  now  fupported  at  fucb 
an  expcnce,  that  they  are  more  burthenfbme  to  their  own  mafter, 
riian  to  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

.  Of  this  Prince  I  Icnow  not  why  it  has  been  aflerted,  diat  he  will 
probably  violate  his  engagements  to  Britain  and  Auftria ;  that  he 
win  purchafe  peace  by  perfidy,  and  grant  a  pallage  to  the  army  of 
Spain.  His  conduct  has  ceruinly  given  hitherto  no  rcafon  for  fuch 
an  imputation ;  be  has  oppofed  -them  with  fortitude  and  vigour,  and 
addre6 ;  nor  has  he  failed  In  any  of  the  duties  required  of  a  general 
or  an  allyj  he  has  cicpoicd  his  perfon  to  the  moft  urgent  dangers, 
and  bis  dominions  to  the  ravages  of  war }  he  has  rejeSed  all  the  fo- 
licitations  of  France,  and  fet  her  menaces  at  defiance;  and  furely, 
my  Lords,  if  no  private  nran  ought  to  be  cenfured  without  juft  rca- 
fon, even  in  familiar  difcourfe,  we  ought  ftill  to  be  more  cautious 
of  injuring  the  reputation  of  Princes  by  public  reproaches  in  the 
folemn  debates  of  national  Al&mUies. 

Tliefame  licentiottfnefe  of  fpecch  has  not,  indeed,  been  extended 

to  all  the  Princes  mentioned  in  this  debate.     The  Emperor  has  been 

treated  with  remarkable  decency  as  the  lawful  Sovereign  of  Ger-  . 

Ipany,  as  one  who  cannot'  be  oppofed  without  rcbcUioi)|  lod  againft 

A  a  j  wlioin 


55*  >  *  •,  *  T  ■    o  M  h"*  l.i 

whom  we  t^mfon  cannot,  e^ped  dizt  tf)e:tro(^  «£  Hanover  ttmd^ 

Frcfuine  to  aQ«  lince  they  muft  expolcthcir  country  to  the  fev«fitit% 
of  the  impcz'ai  intciiiSt. 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  thus  ardently  ailerted  the  tights  of  the 
Emperor,  who  have  reprcTcnted  in  fuch  ftrotig  language  the  crime  of 
violating  the  Gervian  conflitutioiis,  and  have  commended  the  neu- 
^ality  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  at  proper  to  be  imitated  by  all  the  reft 
of  tiie  Princes  of  the  empire,  have  forgotten,  or  hoped  that  othen 
WOuU  forget,  the  injuHicc  and  viqlence  by  which  he  exalted  hicnfelf 
ts  the  Throne,  f'rotn  which  they  appear  to  think  it  a  iacrilegious  at- 
tempt to  endeavour  to  thrufl  bim  down.  Tbcy  forjget,  that  eoe  gf 
the  votes  was  illegally  fuTpended,  and  that  the  reft  were  extorted  by 
the  terror  of  an  army.  They  forgot,  that  he  invited  the  French  intA 
thi:  empiref  and  that  be  is  guilty  of  all  the  ravages  which  have  been 
committed  and  3l|  the  blood  that  has  been  Ibcd,  fince  the  dea±  of  the 
Emperor,  in  the  defence  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanflioa  which  he  iavadcd, 
dtougli  ratified  by  the  folcmn  content  of  ebe  iaiperial  diet. 

to  delence  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanson,. my  Lords,  which  all  the 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  except  his  Majefly,  faw  violated  without  coaS 
cern,  are  we  now  required  to  exert  our  force ;  we  arc  required  only 
to  perform  what  we  promifed  by  the  moJV  folemn  treaties,  which, 
though  they  have  been  broken  by  the  cowardice  or  ambition  of  other' 
powers,  it  wili  be  our  greateft  honour  to  obfcrve  with  exemplary 
fidelity.' 

With  this  view,,  as  your  Lordfliips  have  already  been  informed, 
the  Hanoverian  troops  will  murch  into  the  empire  j  nor  has  their 
march  been  hiihcrto  delayed,  either  becaufe  there  was  yet  no  regular 
Ichcmc  projCiScd,  or  becaufe  they  were  obliged  to  wait  for  the  per- 
milfion  of  the  KingofPruiSa,  or  becaufe  they  intended  only  toamufe 
Europe  with  an  empty  fliow  ;  they  were  detained,  my  LtmJs,  la 
Flanders,  becaufe  it  was  believed,  that  they  were  more  ufeful  there 
than  they  would  be  in  any  other  place,  becaufe  they  at  once  en- 
couraged the  ftates,  alarmed  the  French,  defended  the  Low  Countries, 
and  kept  the  communication  open  between  the  Qtieea's  dominions 
and  thofe  of  hei  allies.  Nor  were  tbeje  advau^^s,  my  Lordt^ 
chimerical,  and  fuch  as  arc  only  fuggefled  by  a  warm  imagination ; 
for  ix  is  evident  that  by  keeping  their  (btion  in  thufe  cottntricG,  tbey 
havechangedfheAateof  (he  War,  that  they  have  protend  thcQueoi 
fif  Huii^arjr  from  being  o^ip rejlcd  by  a  new  army  of  French,  and 
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g^Yin  bfiF  ^H  oppartuoUj  of  eftajjlifliing  betl^lf  19  die  ppflclSpv  of 
Bavai^;  tbat  the  French  forces,  inflead  of  being  fent  either  to  tbp 
a^^a^ce  of  the  King  of  Spain  agaioA  the  ICiQg  of  Sardinia,  or  qf 
the  Emperor,  for  the  recovery  of  thofe  dominions  which  he  ha$  lol^ 
by  VI  implicit  confidence  in  their  alliance,  bave.be^o  neceflarily 
drawn  down  to  the  oppofitc  extremity  of  their  dominions,  where  they 

.  ara  of  no  ulc  cither  to  their  own  country,  or  to  their'  confederates* 
The  united  troops  of  Britain  and  Hanover,  therefore,  carried  on  the  - 
WU,  by  living  at  eafc  in  their  quarters  in  Flanders  more  efficadoufly, 
than  if  they  had  marched  immediately  into  Bavaria  or  Bc^mja, 

Thus,  tny  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fliow  the  juAice  of  qaf 
deGgos  apd  the  ufefulncfs  of  the  meafurcs  by  which  we  h^ve  endea- 
voured to  execute  them  t  and  doubt  not,  but  your  Lordships  wilj, 
upon  coofidering  the  arguments  which  have  been  urged  on  either  ilde, 
apd  thcfc  which  your  own  reSc^ions  will  fuggeft,  allow'  that  it  was 
not  only  juft  but  oecel&ry  to  ulte  into  our  pay  ihc  troops  of  Hanoyei:^ 
for  the  fuppoit  of  the  Pragmaticlc  Sanction  and  the  pre&Tvatiofi  of 
die  Houle  of  Auftria ;  and  that  fince  the  fame  reafiuH  which  induce^l 
the  govjernment  to  hire  them,  flill  malce  it  n^ceijary  to  reuin  thei% 
you  will  prefer  the  general  happinc/s  of  Europe,  the  oblfervatioo  ()f 
public  faith,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  own  liliertie$  and  thole  of  ouj; 
poAerity,  to  a  fmall  alleviation  of  our  prcfenf  expencei,  and  unanJ' 
mouQy  rejed  a  motion,  which  has  no  other  tendency  than  to  reiigq 
the  world  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  purchafe  a  fhoft  and 
tlependent  tranquillity  by  the  lols  of  all  thufe  bIciBngs  which  ma|^ 
life  defiraUe, 

Lord  LoNGDALB  fpoke  next  to  the  fbllowiiig  efFeA  :— My  Lords, 
I^otwith^ndiiig  the  confidence  with  which  the  late  meafures  of  ihp 
govemipefit  have  been  defended  by  their  aifthori,  1  am  not  yet  On , 

.ffW  (rorp  the  fcniplei  wbicl^  my  own  obfeivations  bad  rai&d,  and 
^ich  have  been  firengtbened  by  the  aSertionf  of  thofe  aobje  Lords, 
VbP  Iptve  fyoixti  in  vindicatioo  of  the  notion. 

Mfny  of  the  objei^iocs  w^ich  have  been  raifej  ttfld  enforced  wi^ 

911  the  power  of  argument,  have  yet  remained  unanfwered,  or.tho& 

Wifwf n  v^Kb have  bpeao&red  are  fucha^  le^ve  theargumenJi'iH  its. 

full  fticpixb*    Many  of  ^  aSeTtioi^s  which  have  been  produced  Jeei;a 

,.fbc  t0e^  of  hope  rathec.tbaa  convi^ion, -ajul,  we  are  rather  tojd 

iVbaf  we  V9  to  iiopf  hpfa  future  meafuresa  Chan,  wbat  advantages  vffs. 
^aye  zeceivwl  iftm  the  pa^ 
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I  an,  indeed}  on^  of  tfat^  whom  it  wilt  be  dificnlt  to  coorince  of 
the  propriety  of  engaging  in  a  new  war,  when  we  are  nnfncce&fiil  in 
fhat  which  we  have  already  undertaken,  and  of  prgrolung  a  nK»e 
powerful  enemy,  iriien  all  our  attempts  are  b^ed  by  a  weaker;  and 
cannot  yet  let  mylelf  free  from  t}ie  apprehenfion  of  new  defeats  and 
|iew  difgraces  firom  the  arms  of  France,  after  having  long  fecn  bow 
little  wp  are  able  to  punifli  the  infolence  of  Spain.  I  cannot  bnt  fear 
th^  by  an  ill-timed  and  ufelefs  oppofttion  to  fchemes,  which,  how- 
ever deflrudlve  or  unjuft,  we  cannctt  obviate,  we  fluU  fabjed  oOr*- 
felves  to  numberlefi  calamities,  that  the  ocean  will  be  covered  wiA 
new  fleets  of  privateers,  that  our  commerce  will  be  interrupted  in 
fvcry  part  of  the  world,  and  that  we  {ball  only  provoke  France  to 
fcize  what  Oie  would  at  leaft  have  fpared  fome  time  longer, 

Qut,  my  Lords,  if  it  be  graiited,  that  the  Pragmatick  Sanditm  h 
pbli^tory  to  us,  though  it  is  violated  by  every  oiher  power,  that  we 
-Aquld  labour  to  reduce  the  powers  erf  Europe  to  an  equipoife,  when- 
ever accident  or  f<^y  produces  any  alteration  of  the  balance ;  and 
thit  w«  are  now  uot  to  prdorye  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  (rom  falling, 
but  raife  it  from  the  doft,  and  reftore  it  to  its  ancient  fplendor,  even 
ft  die  hazard  of  a  war  with  that  power  which  now  gives  laws  to  ^ 
the  weAern  nations ;  yet  it  will  no^  ftirely  be  ajlerted,  that  wc  ought 
pi  be  wichout  limits,  that  we  ought  to  preferve  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
net  only  by  the  danger  of  our  own  country,  but  by  its  certain  niin, 
and  endeavour  to  avert  the  poffibiltty  of  flavcry  by  fubjeding  ourfdvet 
^  milerics  more  fevere  dian  the  utmoft  arrogance  of  conquefl,  or  the 
fnoft  cruel  wantonncfs  of  tyranny,  would  inflid  upon  us. 

X  have  obfcrved,  that  many  Lords  have  exprefled  in  this  debate  an 
IJOcommon  ardour  for  the  fi^iport  of  the  Qtieen  of  Hungary  i  nor  is  it 
without  pteafifrc,  that  I  fee  the  moft  laudable  of  all  motives,  jttftice 
and  compaffion,  o[Krate  in  this  great  Altembly  with  fo  much  force 
May  your  Lordftips  dway«  continue  to  ftand  the  great  advocates  fat- 
public  ftith,  and  the  patrons  of  true  greltnefs  in  dilhefs,  may 
ini^animity  always  gain  yoiv  regard,  tod  calamity  find  flidter 
fmder  yonr  protefiion. 

I  likieifife^  piy  Lords,  deTire  to  be  remembered  awtong  Aofe  iriio 
leverence  the  virtues  and  pity  the  mifertes  of  this  illuftrioiu  Prinoc6» 
^ho  look  with  deteftation  <hi  tbofe  who  have  invaded  the  dommioni 
yrfaidi  tiiey  bad  oUtgcd^mftlves  by  Iblemn  treatieato  defend,  and 
frtio  bave  taketi  adyamage  of  the  general  confederacy  againft  her,  iq 
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enridi  thnntelves  with  her  fycSlt,  who  have  infulted  her  difttcTs  aad  - 
aggravated  her  miafcHtuiiet. 

But,  my  Lords,  while  I  feel  all  thefe  (cntiments  ofcompaSon  for 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  forget,  that  taf 
own  country  clunts  a  nearer  regard  ;  that  I  am  obliged  both  by  in- 
tereft  and  diuty  to  pFeferve  myfelf  and  my  poflerity,  and  my  fellow- 
fubje^  frran  thofe  miferies  which  I  lament  j  when  they  happen  to 
others,  however  djftant,  I  cannot  but  remember,  that  I  am  not  to 
fave  another  from  deftruftion  by  deftroying  myfelf,  nor  to  rcfcue 
Auflria  by  the  ruin  of  Britain.  ' 

Though  I  am  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  unwilling  to  a£ft  tbs 
Queen  of  Hungarvi  I  thinic  it  neceOary  to  fix  the  limits  of  our  re- 
gard, to  enquire  how  far  we  may  proceed  with  fafety,  and  iriiat  er* 
^nces  the  lutioti  can  bear,  and  how  thole  expcnces  may  be  beft 
employed.  The  danger  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ought  not  to  have  an 
^e&  which  would  be  reproachful,  even  if  the  danger  was  our  own. 
It  ought  not  fo  far  to  engrofs  our  ^cutties  as  to  luoder  us  from  at- 
tending to  every  other  objeS.  The  man,  vbo  run*  ioto  a  greater 
evil  to  avoid  a  lefs,  evidently  fhews,  that  he  is  defcdive  either  ip  ' 
prudence  or  iri  courage,  that  either  he  wanu  the  natural  power  of ' 
'dtftingtiilhing,  or  that  his  dread  of  an  approaching^  or  his  impatienot 
of  a  preient  evil,  has  taken  it  away. 

Let  us  therefore  examine,  my  Lords,  the  meafures  with  wUcb 
thofe  who  are  intrufted  with  the  adminiftration  of  public  affiiira, 
vvould  perfuade  us  to  concur,  and  enquire  whether  they  are  fucb  at 
can  be  approved  by  us  without  danger  to  our  country,  Ltt  us  coo- 
fider,  my  Lords,  yet  more  nearly,  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as  we 
ourfelvee  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  even  to  regard  as  the  ol:^e£t  ot 
ddiberation,  were  we  not  dazzled  on  one  part  by  glaring  pu^eStt  of 
triumphs  and  honours,  of  the  rcdudion  of  France,  and  the  refcuc  of 
tb«  world,  of  the  propagation  of  liberty,  and  the  defence  of  religion, 
and  intimidated  on  the  other  by  the  view  of  approaching  calaAiities, 
the  cruelties  of  persecution,  and  the  hardships  of  flavery. 

All  the  arts  of  exaggeration,  my  Lords,  have  been  pra^iicd  to  re- 
ccMKiIe  us  to  the  meafures  which  are  now  propofed,  and  indeed  all  are 
necel&ry:  for  the  expences  to  which  wc  are  about  to  coudeoin  this 
fjation  arc  fuch  as  it  it  not  aUc  to  bear.  Mad  to  which  no  Lord  in 
j^it  i\w^  ^ould  c^nfept  wcic  h«  calpi  epough  toiyimber  the  filou^ 
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:  To  ftfine thetruth  vf  this  afiertioti,  one qiyftwitU ntcd^iy.  If 
any  Lord  in  this  AHembly  willing  to  alBn  the  Qu«ca  <^  Hungary  at 
tbr  cxpencf  of  fixtsaa  hundred  ^oulgad  a  yext  i — I  think  the  Bni- 
wnfti  filence  af  this  ASStaMf  is  a  ijifficient  proo^  that  no  one  it 
ifdliag ;  I  will  however  repeat  my  (jucOioD. — h  any  Lord  in  tbil 
Aficotbly  willing  that  this  natkm  fltould  aOift  the  Queea  of  Hungary 
•t  the  vmusl  cxpcDcc  of  fixtccn  hundred  thou(and  pounds  i — The 
Honfii  w>  as  I  opened,  ilill  Alcati  and  dierefore  I  may  now  la&ly 
poCGcd  upon  the  fu^tofttion'  of  an  unaninious  n^ative.  Noc  doest 
sny  ditng  Remain  in  order  to  evince  ths  io^iroprioty  of  tbc  raeafiires 
Mhich  wc  ue  about  to  purfue,  but  that  every  X^rd  may  reckon  up 
^  fain  retired  for  the  fiippait  of  thofe  trocv«>  I^t  him  take  a  view 
of  our  military  eftimKea,  and  be  W>U  <iuickly  be  c<Mivincc4a  bo^ 
SMch  irewie  condemned  to  lufier  in  this  caiiie.  He  "will  find,  diat 
IK  are  about  not  on]jr  to  nmit  yearly  ihto  a  foreign  country  mon 
AaBamiUioo  and  ahalf  ^nwiiey,  but  to  hazard  the  lives  of  m«tli- 
Indcf  of  our  Mo»rfubie£l»,  in  a  qiurrel  which  at  moft  aSeOs  us  bqt 
fontely;  diat  we  an  »boiit  to  incur  »B  auxiliaries  an  expeacp 
(rottr  thta  tbat  which  ^bi  principals  fuflun. 

Thefilm  which  I  have  mentivned,  my  Lords,  enormous  as  it  may 
«qq»ar,  is  by  do- means  exaggeiaud  beyond  die  truth.  Wboevd 
flnll  examine  the  common  military  eftimates,  will  cafily  be  coo^ 
.nocod,  diat  tfce  forces  which  we  now  maintain  upon  tbfl  Continent 
jeansot  be  liipported  at  Ids  expeoce ;  and  that  we  are  therefore  about 
A>  cxhauft  our  ccaintry  in  a  diftant  quajrrcl,  and  to  lavii^  our  bloo^ 
wid  trca£ure  with  uTekls  profuiion. 

Tbis  piofttfion,  my  Lords,  is  ufelefs,  at  leaft  ulelels  to  any  ocber 
md,  than  an  oflentatiousdifiday  of  our  forces,  and  our  riches  i  not 
faccauic  tbe  balance  of  power  is  irrecover^y  deftioyed,  not  becawfe 
it  is  coQtf  ary  to  the  natural  intereft  of  an  iftand  to  engage  >o  wars  on 
the  continent,  nor  becauie  ve  IhaU  lofe  more  by  the  diqiiautitn  of 
.DOT  commerce  than  wc  Iball  gainby  an  annual  vi^ry.  It  is  dc' 
Ids,  not  becaufe  the  power  of  Fn^nce  has  by  long  ne^igcnce  beqi 
&&ni  to  fwcU  beyond  9II  oppofuipn,  nor  becaufe  the  Queen  d 
Hui^iary  ought  not  to  be  aftBcd  at  th^  htzard  of  this  kingdcm^ 
tboi^  all  thcTc  reafons  ^  of  imptytajice  £nough  to  ctajia  our  coo- 
fidcratioo. .  It  is  mIcIc^*  my  h9r4^  becau(e  the  Qiffca.  jof  Hungary 
nay  bejffO^d  mtut  p9VKiiv\^y,  *>(  Left  chaise,  becaui«.»..tlufd  pait 
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«f  tliis  Ann  will  emUe  ber  to  rai(»,  and  to  iKfuftia,  a.fP^Ur  b^j;  . 
fS  SNn  tbui  have  now  teen  fttit  b«r. 

NorwUi  the  trgraps  wtuch  iheniaiy  be  ^senaiVlcd  tfl-ffMl^  "9 
Irfirds,  be  oniy  more  itu^nus,  M  m^n!  likely  V^st^^tpm/is  t^  wf 
frith  tpdour  I  and  to  cotwltitlt  it  therefore  with  Aicfeft.  Tt^jr  wilt 
fight  for  thfl  prefervaton  of  ihsir  own  country,  tb^  yriB,  ^^f  t)iwf 
broti*  to  defend  tlwit  bfiuifs  aifd  (h^  tA^fS^i  t^ir  wjv^  sod  thcv 
f hiUf en  from  the  r9gf  of  tfrati^  iuvl  i«vMen  i  they  «-iU  esfcr  th« 
field  ZE  m^n  who  camu^  Iny*  it  to  th«V'. enemies  without  reigning 
|U  tfiqt  nial|t«s  life  valutblfO  ^  and  'f\fp  W)U  ^tcf^fwe  i^ofe  willingly  iid 
ilK^n  turn  ihsir  b»cks, 

It  aajr  jwafona^Iy  be  itBRginHi:  ^f  I'Oni*)  ^^hat  ^  Qtfepa  «dS 
^CB  naoffl  conAden^  is  ^ch  fwco,  thtnc  in  troopt  whicb  are  t^ 
£ght  ofdy  for  hoaoui  or  for  pay }  and  that  flie  will  txft&  from  te 
afie£lion  of  her  own  fubjeds>  a  degree  of  zeal  and  conftancy  whkb 
Ak  cannot  Im^  to  cxo'ite  is  fimigncrt ;  and  that  fhe  will  tlunk 
^erfelf  mote  fecure  in  the  proteflion  of  dufe  wbofe '  iUcKty  the  may: 
ftcim  by  the  fi^mnity  of  anoatb,  than  tfaofe  who  have  no  partictdar 
legafd  for  ber  perfon,  nor  ai^  obli^tiona  to  liipport  Jier  government. 

It  is  no  inconiidendile  notiva  t*  this  mcAod  of  affifting  onr  ally, 
^t  we  |hall  entirely  take  away  from  Francs  all  pretcncea  of  hoC- 
dlities  or  rcfentment,  fince  we  fliaU  not  attac^  her  troopi  or  invade 
her  frontiers,  but  only  fiimifli  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  money, 
without  directing  her  bow  to  apply  it.  I  am  far,  my  Lords,  from 
heing  io  much  intimidjtted  ^r  the  late  Incre)^  of  the  Frendi  great- 
sefs,  as  to  imagine,  that  no  limits  can  be  let  to  their  ambition.  I 
am  £»  from  dcfpairing,  that  the  Quceo  of  Hungary  alcme  fupported 
1^  us  with  pecuniary  affiftance,  may  be  able  to  reduce  thcoi  to 
ftdicitations  for  peace  by  driving  diem  out  of  her  dominiain,  and 
pursuing  ^m  into  their  own.  But  as  tbe  chance  of  war  is  alwayt 
iincertain,'  it  is  furely  moft  prudent  to  cbufe  fucb  a  condtiS  as  may 
exempt  us  from  danger  in  all  events ;  and  fioce  we  ore  not  certain  of 
conquering  the  French,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  molt  eligible  not  to 
ftovoke  them,  becaufe  we  cannot  be  conquered  vrithout  ruin. 

This  method  is  yet  eligible  on  another  account ;  by  proceeding 
wMi  frugality,  we  Bai\  gain  time  to  obferve  the  progrefs  of  the  war, 
3Tid  watch  theappparaiice'of  any&vourable  opportunity,  without  ex- 
baufting  ourfelves  fo  far  as  to  be  made  unable  to  improve  them. 
'■■--■*■■ The 
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Tbe  time,  mf  tocdt,  at  wbicb  we  flull  be  thus  exhauficd,  at 
which  we  fliall  be  reduced  to  an  al^tute  'uabHity  to  raife  an  anny  ov 
equip  a  fleet,  i*  not  at  a  gnat  diftanc^.    If  our  late  pcftfuGoii  be  fat 

i  fliort  tkne  centixiued,  we  fliall  quickly  have  drained  the  laft  rcDUun 
of  the  wealdi  of  our  country.  We  have  I«ig  gone  on  from  year  to 
year,  railing  taxes  aiid  contra£ting  debts }  and  unlets  tbe  riches  of 
Britain  are  abfolutdy  ui^mitcd,  muft  in  a  fbort  time  reduce  Atm  to 
nothing.  Our  expence/afv  not  all,  indeed,  equally  deftnidivei 
firnie,  though  the  ntethod  <tf  railing  them  be  rexatious  and  oppreffire, 
do  not  much  impoverifli  the  nation,  becaufe  tbey  are  refunded  by  dn 
extravagance  and  luxury  of  thofe  who  are  retained  in  the  pay  of  die 
Court  V'  but  foreign  wan  threaten  immediate  deftrudiMi,  fince  the 
money  that  is  l^nt  in  diftant  countries  c>n  never  fall  back  into  rtC 
lintner'  channels,  but  is  dtffipated  on  the  contment  and  inecover- 
ably  toft. 

When  diis  ccoifideratlon  is  prefeot  to  my  mind,  and  on  tbis  occa- 
(ion  no  man  who  has  any  regard  for  himfdf  or  his  poftcrity  can  omit 
it,  I  cannot  but  think  with  hotror-on  a  vote  by  i^ich  fuch  prodi^om 
iams  are  wafted '  into  another  region :  I  cannot  but  tiembte  at  die 
found  of  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  a  foreign  war,  and  diink  a  French 
«rmy  landed  on  our  coafta  not  much  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the 
annual  payotent  to  which  we  appear  now  to  be  condemned,  tai 
from  which  nodiing  can  prefervc  us  but  the  Addrefs  which  is  now 
propofed. 

By  what  arguments'  the  Commons  were  pcrfitadeJ,  or  by  what 
motives  mcitcd  to  vote  a  fupply  for  (be  fupport  of  this  mercenary 
force,  I  have  not  yet  heard  j  nor  as  a  Member  of  diis  Houfe,  my 
Lords,  was  it  ncceCTary  for  me  ut  enquire.  Their  authority,  though 
mentioned  with  to  much  fulemntty  on  this  Accafion,  is  to  have  no 
influence  on  our  determinations.  If -they  are  mtftakcn,  it  is  more 
necellary  fer  us  to  enquire  with  uncommon  caution.  If  tbey  are 
corrupt,  it  is  more  neccfl*ary  for  us  to  prcfervc  our  integrity.  If  we 
are  to  comply  blindly  with  their  decisions,  our  knowledge  or  experi- 
ence are  of  no  benelit  to  our  country,  we  only  wafle  time  in  uMcft 
(blemnities,  and  may  be  once  mote  declared  ulcleTs  to  the  public. 

The  'Commons,  my  Lords,  do  not  imagine  themfelves,  nor  are 
imagined  by  the  nation,  to  conllitute  the  Icgillature.  The  people, 
when  any  uncommon  heat  prevails  in  the  other  Houfe^  difturbs  their 
debates  and  over-iuks  their  determinations^  have  been  long  accuf- 
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tomcd  to  expcA  ndrdkand  fecurltjr  from,  our  caldter  troiinfela  ;  toi 
have  confidered  this  Houfc  as  the  plice  where  reaTon  and  jufitce  majr 
be  heard,  when  by.  clamour 'and  uproar  they  are  driven  from  i^e  other. 
On  this  occalloft,  my  Lords,  every  Britain  fixes  hie  yycf  upon  u^ 
and  every  man  who  has  %acity  enough  to  difcover  the  difmal  ap- 
proach of  public!  poverty,  now  fupplicates  your  Lordftiips.  by  i^nee- 
ing  to  diit  Addrefs,  to  preferve  him  from  it. 

Then  the  SpffAKER  fpokc  to  the  following  purport : — My  Lords, 
.Havii^  very  ancntivcly  obferved  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  ioajwrtant 
<lel»ate,  and  confidered  with  the  uttnoft  impartiality  the  a^uments 
^^cb  have  been  made  ufe  of  00  each  lidc,  I  cannot  think,  the  quef* 
tioa  before  us  doubtful  or  difficult ;  and  hope  that  I  may  promote  a 
^Kcdy  decifioa  of  il  by  recapitulating  wbat  has  been  already  urged, 
due  tlw  ddnte  nsay  be  cooTidered  at.  one  view,  and  by  adding  fotoe 
«Uerr»tion3  which  have  utfen  to  my  own  thoughts  on  thispccatum. 

At  the  firfi  view  of  the  queflion  before  us  in  its  prefeat  ftate,  no 
nan  can  find  any  realbns  for  prejudice  in  £>vour  of  the  Addccjs,  pro- 
pefed.  This  Houb  is,  indeed,  yet  divided,  and  many  Lords  have 
J^oJcen  oa  each  fide  with  g  reat  force  and  ivith  great  addrela ; ,  but  the 
audiOfity  of  the  other  Houfe,  aiUed  to  the  numbers  which  have  al- 
ready declared  in  this  for,  the  fupport.of  the  foreign  troops,  is  fuf- 
£cicnt  to  turil  the  balance,  in  th^  c^inion  of  any  man  who  contentt 
himteirtojudgeby  the  firft  appearance  of  things ;  and  muft  incline 
bim  to  imagine  that  pofifion  at  leaft  more  probable,  which  .is  ratified 
by  the  determination  <^ one  Houfe  and  yet  undecided  by  the  other., 

1  know,  my  Lords,  what  may  be  objofied  to  thefe  obfervations  on 
the  other  Houfe,  and  readily  agree  with  the  noble  Lord,  tbat  ourdet- 
terminationi. ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  theirs.  But  on.  this  occa- 
Hon,  I  introduce  their  decidon  not  as  the  decres  of  legiflgtors,  but  as 
.the  refoltof  the  confideratioiiof  wifcmen  i  and  in  this  fenfe  it  may  be 
no  lels  Tcafonable  to  ijuoie  the  determination  of  the  Commons,  than 
Co  introduce  the  opinion  of  any  private  man  whofe  knowledgp  or  ex- 
perience give  bis  opinion  a  claim  to  our  regard. 

Nor  do  I  mention  the  weight  of  authority  on  one  fide  as  fufficient 
tQ  influence  the  private  determination  of  any  in  this  great  Aflcmbly. 
It  is  the  privilege  and  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  pol&fles  a  feat  in 
the  higbeft  council  of  his  country,  to  make  ufe  of  his  own  eyes  ai4 
bU  own  underftanding,  to  rcjeA  thofc  arguments  of  which  he  cannot 
find  the  force,  whatever  etteA  they  niay  have  upon  others,  and  to 
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Wfehaiee  dM  pat  truft  cooferred  upon  Um  1>]r  cDbfultii^  no  co»- 
fcience  but  hit  own. 

Yet  though  we  arc  by  iw  mean*  to  foScr  the  detenninatioBS  of 
«th«r  men  to  repmb  -our  enquiries,  we  my  certainly  miic  ufe  «f 
Aem  to  sfflft  dtetn  j  we  may  very  properly  dieRibre  inquire  the  raa- 
Ahu  that  ioduoed  the  odKr  Houfe  to  improve  thofe  bills  which  are 
brought  before  them,  fimtc  H  is  not  likely  chat  their  coi^nt  wM  ob- 
tainul  without  ar^menta,  at  leaft  probable^  diough  they  are  not  to 
lie  by  us  conlidcred  as  conclufive  upon  their  authority.  The  chi<f 
•dvatHOge  whioh  the  public  Feeetvei  from  a  legiflature  -foHtied  <t 
Several  diftin^  powers,  is,  (hat  all  laws  oioftpafs  through -many  ddi- 
beratioM  of  aSemblfes  independent  on  cadi  -other,  of  which,  if  the 
«ai  be  agltated'by  faftien  or  £ftra£lied  by  ifififiohs,  it  aiay  be  baped, 
Aat'the  ctiibrwillbe  odm  and  uiuted,  and  of  wbich  it -can  hardly  be 
feared  that  they  can  at  any  tine  concur  in  aiaafurcs  ^paieritly  de^ 
Arudivi  to  the  commonwealth. 

£ut  thdc  enquiries,  my  Lords,  bowtnwr  proper  or  neocQaay,  aie 
to  be  oiade  \ff  us  not  in  folemn  a&nUies,  but  in  our  private  chi- 
■Maers  i.  and  tberefore  I  ball  not  now  lay  before  your  Lordfliips  ate 
Ihaveheardironitbofe'Whbinlbave  confuhcd  for  the  fake  of  obtaio- 

ing  infatmation  on  this  important  queftion,  or  fhall  at  leaft  iKtt  ofcr 
It  a»  theopinion  of  theCanimons,  or  pretend  to  add  to  it  any  is- 

Suenoe  diferent  froa  that  of  reafon  and  truth. 

The  arguments  which  have  been  oflered  in  this  debate  for  the  mo- 

tlcui,  are  Indeed  fuch  as  ^o  not  ra;^  any  uncemmon  expedients  nt- 
xefiary,  diey  will  notdfive  the  advocates  fbr'thelatemearures  tofcek 

«  rafuge  in  authority  inftead  of  reafon.   Theyrequire,  in  Iny<^iIuol^ 
•only  to  be  confiderod'mch  a  calm  attention,  and  their  f<»ce  wUl  ia»- 

mcdiately  be  at  an  end. 

The  m^  plaufible  objcflion,  my  Lords,  is,  that  die  meafurts  U 

which  your  approbation  is  now  defired,  w^  concerted  and  executed 

without  the-  concurrence  of  the  Senate  j  and  it  is  therefore  urged, 

that  tlwy  caimot  now  deferve  our  approbation,  bccaufe  it  was  not 

aiked  at  the  proper  time, 

Inordcr  toanfwertiiiG  <d)jei9ion,  my  Lords,  it  is  ncceflary  to  coil- 
■fider  It  more  diftindJy.than  thofe  ii4io  made  it  appear  to  have  don^ 
ttiat  we  may  not  fuffcr  ourlelves  to  confound  qudtions  re;d  td 
-  perfonal,  to  ai&akt  MM  oljc&  for  anodicrj  or  to  be  coitfoandcd  I7 
'diSeccnt  news; 
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That  tfie  'conTent  of  the  Senate  Was  liot  afked,  my  Lardfi,  fappafiBg 
It  aneglca,and  anc^eaofacriminallcmd,  efa  wmtoncy  «o*e»he« 
our  authority  and  fliake  die  fottniktiotis  ttf  our  conftitution,  wblcfa  k 
Ac  utmoft  that  the  moft  ardent  imagination,  or  the  moft'b^MriMtal 
rhetoric  can  utter  or  fuggeft,  may  be  indeed  a  juft  roafimforinveffiw 
kgainft  the  minifters,  but  is  of  no  force  if  urged  againft-diiniieifares. 
To  take  auxiliariei'  in  oiu"pay  may  he  right,  though  it  A>gbt  be  wrtog 
to  hire  them  vrithout  applying  to  the  Senate  [  as  it  is  proper  to  throw 
wzter  upon  a  fire,  though  it  Was  conveyed  to  the  place  without  tfaa 
leave  of  thofe  from  whofc  well  it  was  drawn,  or  over  whofe  ground 
ft  was  carried. 

If  the  liberties  of  Europe  be  reaHy  in  danger,  if  our  treaties  aUigS 
tu  lb  affA  the  Queen  of  Hungary  againft  die  invaders  of  her  do^ 
ttiniom,  if  die  ambition  of  France  requites  to  be  reptcQed,  andthtt 
fioWers  ofGerniany  to  be  animated  againft  her  by  the  certain  profpeft 
W  a  vigorous  fupport,  I  canhot  difcOVer  the  propriety  of  this  motioilfc 
even  fnppofmg  that  we  have  not  found  from  the  Mintftera  all  tU 
iefpe&  that  we  have  a  right  to  demand.  As  a  lanAl  authority  IMI^ 
do  wtongf  (o  right  may  be  fometfrnes  done  by  zn  -uAlsnftil  powers 
bid  fur^,  diough  ufui^tiofl  ought4i>bepuniflied,1heben^tsiAidl 
hare  been  procured  by  it,  arc  not  to  be  thrown  away.  We  may  «ii 
tun  the  troops  that  Hve'beenliifed,  If  they  are  ufeful,  ihoagh  «» 
fliMild  cenfure  the  minidry  fbr  taking  them  into  pay. 

But  the  motion  to  friiich  our  trttdcurrence  is  now^rattriredyis* 
motion  by  which  we  are  to  punilh  AUrfelvcsfOT  die  crime  of  ^ 
miftiflers,  by  which  We  are  abottt'to  Heffve  ourfelves  dafiinceMs,  bw- 
caale  we  have  been  armed  without  our  confenc,  aod  to  refigo  -i^ 
sdl  our  rights  and  privileges  to  France,  becauTe  we  fufpcA,  that  tlK^ 
fa^e  not  been  fufficiently  regarded  on  this  occafion  by  our  niniften.  - 
Thofc  noble  Lords  who  have  dwelt  with  the -greateft  ardour  «tt 
Ais  omiffion,  have  made  no  propoiition  for  cenfuring  ihofe  whom 
tiiey  condemn  as  the  authors  of  ir,  though  this  objcfiidn  mtift  ttf- 
minate  in  an  enquiry  imo  their  condu^,  and  has  no  real  relation  to 
tte  trfle  qaeftion  now  before  ns,  which  is,  Whether  the  auuliariat 
be  of  atly  ufe7  If -diey  are  nfefefa,  they  ought  to  be  difcharged-wMlb 
Wt  any  other  reaibn;  if  tbeyareneceflary,  they  ought  tobe  recaitifct^ 
-whatever  cenfure  may  fall  upoA  die-miniftry. 

I  am,  indeed,  lar  from  thinking,  that  when  your  Lordflilps  have 
fofflclently  examindl  die  affiur,  you  wiQ  think  your  pnrileges  tn> 
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y*Mt  or  die  public  trepanned  b;  artifice  into  eiqienfive  meafuret  \ 
iince  it  will  appear,  that  the  miniflry  in  retlity  pFcTcrred  the  moft 
honeft  to  the  fafeft  methods  of  proceeding,  and  choTe  rather  to 
hazard  thentlelvest  than  to  praftife  or  appear  to  pca^fe  any  fraud 
upon  their  country. 

.  When  it  Wa<  rcfolved  in  council  to  take  the  troops  of  Hanorer 
into  the  pay  of  Britain,  a  refotution  which,  as  your  LordOiips  h»e 
■Iready  been  informed,  was  made  only  a  few  days  before  the  Senate 
role,  it  was  natural  toconfider.  Whether  the  conTent  of  the  Senate 
flkould  not  be  demanded ;  but  when  it  appeared  upon  refleclion,  thit 
to  bring  an  affair  of  fo  great  importance  before  the  [aft  remnant  of 
a  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  far  the  greater  prt  had  retired  to  the 
care  of  their  own  affiurs,  would  be  fufpe^lcd  as  fraudulent,  and  mig|it 
^ve  the  faiion  realbn  to  fear,  that  fuch  mcafurcs  were  intended  ai 
die  miniflers  were  afraid  of  laying  before  a  full  Senate.  It  wn 
thought  more  proper  to  defer  the  application  to  the  next  Icffion,  aai 
to  venture  upon  the  meaTures  that  wets  formed,  upon  a  fuU 
tion  of  their  neceffity. 

,  This  condu£t,  my  Lords,  was  exa^y  conformable  to  the 
pf  thole,  by  whom  the  court  hat  bitfacrto  been  oppofed^  and  who  have 
figiulizcd  thcmfelves  as  the  moft  watchful  guardians  of  liberty, 
^mpng  thefe  men,  votes  of  credit  have  never  been  mentioned  but 
with  deteftation,  as  aSts  of  implicit  confidence,  by  which  the  riches 
ipl.tbe  nation  are  thrown  down  at  the  feet  of  die  miniftry  to  be 
Jqnandeired  at  pleafure.  When  it  has  been  urged,  that  emergeocics 
io?y  arilc,  during  the  recefe  of  the  Senate,  which  may  produce  a 
Mc^ffityofexpeoces,  and  that  thoicfbrefome  credit  ought  to  be  ^vca 
which  may  enable  the  crown  to  provide  agaii}ft  accidents,  it  bai 
bpen  anfwered,  that  the  expcnces  which  are  incurred  during  the  i^ 
icefs  of  the  Senate,  will  be  either  ncceflary  or  not ;  that  if  they  arc 
^icceSary,  the  miniftry  have  no  reafon  to  diftmft  the  approbatiaB  <f 
jdie  Senate,  but  if  they  are  ult^lels,  they  ought  not  to.  expeSk  it.  Asd 
ibatf  inftead  of  defiring  to  be  exempted  from  any  fubfequent 
;tnd  to  be  lecured  in  exa^ions  or  prodigality  by  a  previous  vote,  dif 
iMight  willin^y  to  adminifter  Republic  afEairs  at  their  own 
^and  await  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  when  the  time  fliall  coi]ie,jp 
which  their  proceedings  are  laid  before  it. 

Such  have  -hitherto  been  the  (cntiments  of  the  mofi  zealous  a 
j»te»  for  the  rights  of  the  people  j  oor  did  I  esped  iioio  as;. 
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'^ritD  defiMd  t»  appear  under  that  charader,  tbat  be  would  cenfure 
tbeminiftry  for  hiivii^  throwo  themreivcs  upofi  the  judgment  of  the 
'ScMK^  and  fw^c^ted  to  fecurc  themfdvca-by  any  previous  applica- 
tiont,  for  Jlaving  truftcd  in  their  own  iategrity,  and  cxpofed  their 
condud  toi  an  open  examinatitm '  without  liibterfugci  and  without 
pKCiMtions;  I  did  aot  imagine,  my  Lord*,  that  a  Senate,  upon 
wbafc' deilifion  atl  the  mcarure*  which  have  been  taken,  fo  apparently 
dtpeitd^  would'  have  besn  ftiled  b  Senate  convened  only  to  regifter 
-Ac  determinations  of  the  miniftry ;  «r  that  any  of  your  LonUhips 
would  think  his  privileges  disiinifbed,  becaufe  motwy  was  not  de- 
-manded  before  the  ufe  of  it  was  fully  known. 

If  we  lay  afide,  my  Lords,  all  enquiries  into  precedents,  and, 
'«rtth<tut  ragarJ  to  any  political  conliderations,  examine  this  afFair 
only  by-tbe  light  of  reafonr  it  will  furcly  appear,  tb»t  the  miniflry 
could  not,  by  any  other  method  of  proceeding,  have  fliswn  equal  'i»> 
gard  to  the  Suoatc,  or  equal  confidefure  in  their  jufHce  and  their 
wilfloni.  Had  they  delired  a  vote  of  credit,  it  might  have  been  juftly 
oh}c^d,  that  they  required  to  be  truftcd  with' the  public  money, 
without  decbiiag.  Of  beingablc  to  declare,  how  it  was  to  he  en- 
pt^d }  that  eilhef  dtey,  queftioncd  the  wifdom  or  honefty  of  the 
Senate  j  and- therefeie  jjurfl  underuke  nothing,  tiil  they  were  fecure 
of  the  fup^liesneoeflaryfbr  the  execution  of  it.  Had  they  informed 
both  Houlei  of  their  whole  fchemc,  they  might  have  been  ftJl  charged, 
.  and  charged  with  great  appearance  of  juftice,  with  having  preferred 
their  own  fafety  to  that  of  the  puUic,  and  having  rather  difcovered 
their  defigns  to  the  enemy,  than  trufted  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate ; 
nor  cotfld  any  excule  have  been  made  for  a  conduct  fo  contrary  to  all 
the  ruiet  of  war,  but  fuch  as  muft  have  difbonpured  either  the  mi- 
niftcrs  or  the  Senate,  fuch  as  muft  have  hnp)icd,  either  that  the  mea- 
Ottet  intended  were  unworthy  of  approbation,  or  that  they  wcfe  by 
no  mcvts  certain,  that  even  the  heft  condud  would  not  be  ccnfured. 

Xhefe  obje^OBS  they  forcfaw,  and  allowed  to  be  valid  ;  and  there- 
fere  generoufly  determined  to  purfue  the  end  which  every  man  waa 
ftjppofed  to  approve,  by  the  beft  ipeans  which  they  could  difcover, 
mad  to  refer  tiieir  condud  to-  a.  fiilj  Senate,  in  which  they.^id  not 
•  dpabt  but  their  integrity,  and  perhaps  their  fuccels,  would  find  diem 
vindicator!.  Inftead  of  applying,  therefore,  to  the  remains  of  die 
Canfiont,  a  few  days  before  .the  general  reccfs;  infteadof  aJIemblinj[ 
their  fficfids  by  j«ivaM  iAtimatioDS,  at  a  time  wb^a  moll  ff  thoJc, 
.    Vol.  II.  B  b  from 
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from  whom  they  might  have  dreaiW  oppofidoii,  ii»l  retired,  dwj 
determined  to  attempt,  at  rticir  own  hazard,  wtuterer  diey  judged 
necelLtry  for  the  promotion  of  tho  common  eaufe,  and  to  icfcr  tbck 
meafures  to  the  Senate,  when  it  Ibould  be  again  ailembled. 

The  manner  in  which  one  of  the  ndile  Lords,  n^  bare  fyokm 
hi  fupport  of  the  Addrris,  has  thought  it  neceflaiy  that  ^ley  fluwU 
have  applied  to  us,  is  indeed  fomewfaat  extraordiiiarjr,  fiich  as  n 
certainly  without  precedent,  and  filch  as  is  not  very  confiAent  widi 
the  conflltucnt  riuhti  of  the  different  powcn  of  the  Icgiflature.  Hh 
Lordfhip  has  been  pleafed  to  remark,  that  the  crown  has  entered  Mo 
a  treat/,  and  to  aflc  why  that  treaty  was  not  pieviouily  laid  be&r^te 
-Senate  for  its  approbation  ? 

I  know  not,  my  Lords,  with  what  propriety  this  contraft  tw  the 
trot^  of  Hanover  can  be  termed  a  treaty.  It  is  well  known,  tte 
no  power  in  diis  kingdom  can  enter  into  a  trea^widi  a  foreign  ftaie 
except  tfie  King ;  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that,  with  regard  to  Ha> 
nover,  the  fame  right  is  limited  to  the  Eleftor.  This  treaty  there- 
fore, my  Lords,  is  a  treaty  of  the  lame  perfon  with  himfelf,  a  tna^ 
e(  which  the  two  counterparts  are  to  receive  their  ratification  frov 
being  figned  with  the  fame  hand.  This  furely  it  a  treaty  trf"  a  new 
kind,  fuch  as  no  national  aflembly  has  yet  confidered.  Had  any 
other  power  of  Britain  than  its  King,  or  in  Hanover  any  other  tbia 
the  EleAor,  the  right  of  entering  into  public  engagements,  a  treaty 
might  have  been  made  ^  but  as  the  conftitution  <^  both  nations  h 
formed,  the  treaty  is  merely  chimerical  and  abfolutely  impoffibte. 

Had  fuch  a  treaty,  $s  is.  thus  vainly  imagined,  been  really  nude, 
it  would  yet  be  as  toconliftent  with  Ae  fundamental  efbblilbment  of 
the  empire,  to  require  that  before  it  was  ratified,  it  fliould  have  been 
laid  before  the  Senate.  To  maUe  treaties,  as  to  make  war,  is  the 
acknowledged  and  eftabliJlied  prerogative  of  die  crown.  When  wir 
is  declared,  the  Senate  is  indeed  to  confider,  irticthcr  it  ought  to  be 
carried  on  at  the  expence  of  the  nation  ;  and  if  treaties  require  any 
fupptiea  to  put  them  in  exccuttvn,  they  likewifc  fall  prcqierly  at  dist 
time  under  fenatorial  cogniCacce :  but  to  require  that  treaties  (bait 
not  b«  traniafied  without  our  previous  concurrence,  is  alncA  to  ao- 
-  nihilate  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  to  txfok  all  our  defigas  to  ic 
oppolltion  of  our  enemtei,  before  they  can  be  comi^etcd. 

If  therefore  the  troops  of  Haimver  can  be  of  ufe  for  die  per- 
formance of -our  ftipulauons,  if  Ibe;  can  centribute  to  dw  iiippett 
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of  the  Hoofe'  of  Auflria,  the  miiuffay  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be 
ceofured  for  having  taken  them  into  Bridih  payi  nOr  can  we  rdule 
our  concurrence  with  the  Commons  in  providing  for  their  fup- 
port,  unlcfs  it  fliall  appear,  that  the  deiign  for  which  all  oar  prepara- 
tions have  been  made,  is  fuch  at  cannot  be  executed^  or  fuch  as  Ought 
not  to  be'  purfunlt 

Several  arguments  have  been  offered  to  prove  both  thefe  poTltions  j 
one  noble  Lord  has  aflcrted,  that  it  is  by  no  means  for  the  advantage 
cither  oF  oarfclves  or  any  other  nation,  to  reflore  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
to  its  ancient  elevation ;  another,  that  it  is  by  the  imperial  coitftitu- 
tions  unlawful  for  any  of  the  princes  of  Germany  to  make  war  opon 
the  Emperor  folemnly  acknowledged  by  the  Diet;  They  have  en* 
deavoured  to  intimidate  us,  by  turning  our  view  to'  tlie  difficulties  bj 
iriiich  our  attempts  are  obftrufted ;  difficulties  which  they  a&d  to 
reprefent  as  infupcrable^  at  leaft  to  this  nation  in  its  prefent  daxt. 
With  this  dcfign,  my  Lords,  has  the  gieatnefs  of  the  French  power 
been  exaggerated,  the  faith  of  the  King  trf'  Sardinia  qucflioncd» 
and  the  King  of  Pruffia  reprefented  as  determined  to  fupport  the 
pretentions  of  the  Emperor ;  with  ttus  view  has  our  natural  firength 
been  depreciated,  and  all  ouf  meafiires  and  hopes  have  been  ridi< 
culed,  with  wantonncls,  not  very  coidiftent  with  the  charafier  of  a 
Britifli  patriot. 

Mcrfl  of  tbe&  arguments,  my  Lords,  have  been  already  antvrtmii 
and  anfwered  in  fuch  a  manner  as  has,  I  believe,  not  failed  oF  con- 
vincing every  Lord  of  their  infufficiency,  unlels  pertiaps  tbofe  are 
to  be  excepted  by  whom  they  were  oSered.  It  has  with  great  pro- 
priety been  obfcrved,  that  the  inconfiftency  imputed  to  his  Majcfty 
in  oppofmg  the  Emperor  for  whom  be  voted,  is  merely  imaginary} 
fince  it  is  not  a  neceflary  confequence,  that  he  for  whom  he  voted 
is  therefore  lawfully  cleftedj  and  becaufe  his  MajefVy  does  not 
engage  in  this  war  for  the  lake  of  dethroning  the  Emperor,  bat  of 
{upporting  the  Pragmatic  Ssn^lon  {  nor  does  be  oppofe  him  as  die 
bead  of  the  German  body,  but  as  the  invader  of  the  dominions  of 
Aufbia, 

With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  mainuining  the  Auftrian  family 
in  its  prefent  pollcffions,  and  of  raifing  it,  if  our  arms  fhould  bs 
profpero(4S,  to  its  ancient  greatnefe,  it  has  been  fhcwn^  diat  no  other 
power  is  able  to  defitnd  Europe  either  againft  theTurksononepartj, 
or  the  French  on  the  other  -,  two  powers  equally  proieiliag  the  de- 
S  b  4  firuaivc 

.,.,„.,.,.,Coo.^lc 


37^  IJ  1  B   A   t  B,     OK  [lEB.  i, 

ftrudive  intention  of  extending  their  dominions  without  limits, 
and  of  trampling  upon  the  privileges  and  liberties  of  all  the  rcff  of 
mankind. 

It  has  been  fliewn,  that  the  general  fcheme  of  pdtcy  uniformly 
purfued  by  our  anceftors  in  every  period  of  time,  fince  the  increafe 
of  the  French  greatnefs,  has  been  to  preferve  an  equipoife  of  power, 
by  which  all  the  fmaller  ftatcs  are  prcferved  in  fecurity.  It  is  apparent, 
chat  by  this  fcheme  alone  can  the  happinefs  of  mankind  be  prefervei^ 
snd  that  no  other  family  but  that  of  Auftria  is  able  to  balance  the 
Houfe  of  Boiirbon. 

This  equipoife  of  power  has  by  fome  Lords  been  Imagined  an  airy 
fcheme,  a'pkafing  fpeculation  which,  however  it  may  amufe  die 
imagination,  can  never  be  reduced  to  prance.  It  has  been  aflerttd, 
that  the  flate  of  nations  is  always  variable,  that  dominion  is  every  day 
tranferred  by  ambition  or  by  cafualties,  that  inheritances  fall  b;  want 
'  of  heirs  into  other  hands,  and  that  kingdoms  are  by  one  accident 
divided  at  one  time,  and  at  other  times  confolidated  by  a  di&rent 
event ;  that  to  be  the  guardians  of  all  thofe,  whofe  credulity  or  folly 
may  betray  them  to  concur  with  the  ambition  of  an  arltiil  neighbouFt 
knd  to  promote  the  oppreffion  of  thcmfclves,  is  an  endlcls  taflc;  and 
that  to  obviate  all  the  accidents  by  which  provinces  may  t^ange  their 
mafters,  is  an  undertaking  tp  which  no  human  forelight  is  equal ; 
diat  we  have  not  a  right  to  hinder  the  courfe  of  fucceffion  for  out 
own  intercft,  nor  to  obftru^  thofe  coatra£b .  which  independent 
princes  are  perfuaded  to  make,  however  contrary  to  their  own  intc- 
Tcft,  or  to  the  general  advantage  of  mankind.  And  it  has  been  con- 
cluded by  thofe  reafoncn,  that  we  ftould  (hew  the  higheS  degree  of 
wifdom,  and  the  truclt,  diough  not  the  mofi  refined  policy,  by  at- 
tending  lleadily  to  our  own  intcreft,  by  improving  the  diflenfions  of 
our  neighbours  to  our  own  advantage,  by  extending  our  comnnerce, 
and  increafing  our  riches,  vrithout  any  regard  to  the  happinefi  or 
mifery,  freedom  or  flavery  of  the  reft  of  mankind. 

I  believe  I  need  not  very  laborioufly  collect  arguments  to  prove  » 
your  Lordfliips,  that  tliis  fcheme  of  felfifh  negligence,  of  luploe 
tranquillity,  is  equally  imprudent  and  ungenerous  ;  fince  if  we  exa- 
mine the  hiftory  of  the  laft  century,  we  fhall  eafily  diCcover,  that  if  ! 
tiiis  nation  had  not  interpofed,  the  French  had  now  been  raaflen  of 
more  than  half  Europe  ;  and  it  cannot  be  imagined,  diat  diey  wooU 
have  fu&rcd  us  to  fet  them  at  defiance  in  the  midft  of  -Aeir  great- 
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mtbf  Ait  thef  woidd  have  fjnred  ut  out  of  tendeiiiefi}  or  forborne 
to  attack  us  oat  of  fear.  What  the  Spaniards  atten^Mxd,  though  un^ 
fucceTsfulIy,  from  a  mors  diftant  pait  of  the  world,  in  the  pride  of 
their  American  afSuence,  would  certainly  have  been  once  more  en- 
lieavoured  hy  France,  uvlfa  hr  gnatsr  advantages,  and  as  it  may  be 
imagined,  with  a  difiereht  event. 

That  it  would  have  been  endeavoured,  cannot  be  doubted,  becaufo 
the  endeavour  would  not  have  been  hazardous  j  by  once  defeating 
our  fleet,  diey  might  land  their  forces,  iriiich  might  be  wafted  over 
in  a  very  fltort  time,  and  by  a  fmgle  vi<3»ry  they  might  conquer  all 
the  illand,  6r  that  part  6!  it  at  ie»&  which  is  moli  worth  the  labour 
of  conquefl ;  and  though  they  Qiould  be  unfuccefsftiJ,  they  could 
[aSar  nothing  but  the  mortiftcadon  of  their  pride,  and  would  be  in  a 
fliort  time  enabled  to  make  a  new  attempt. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  if  we  could  prefcrvc  our  liberty  in  the  general 
fufajedion  of  the  wcftcrn  part  of  the  world,  we  Ihould  do  it  only  by 
turning  oar  iiland  into  a  garnfon,  by  laying  afide  all  other  ttn^y- 
ment  than  the  ftudy  of  war,  and  by  making  it  our  only  care  to  watch 
iat  coafts :  a  {late  vihlch  furelj  ought  to  be  avoided  at  dmoft  any 
cxpence  and  at  any  hazard. 

To  think  that  we  could  extend  our  trade  or  incrcafe  our  riches  in 
tiiis  ftate  of  the  continent,  is  to  forget  the  eSe&  of  univerlal  empire. 
The  French,  my  Lords,  would  then  be  in  po&eHion  of  all  the  trade 
c^  tboft  provinces  which  fhe  had  conquered,  they  would  be  trailers 
of  all  their  ports  and  of  all  their  Slipping ;  and  your  I^rdfliips  may 
cfljily  conceive  with  what  fecurity  we  fhould  venture  upon  the  ocean, 
in  a  fiate  of  war,  when  all  the  harbours  of  the  continent  afforded 
Ihclter  to  our  enemies.  If  the  French  privateers  from  a  few  obfcure 
crcdts,  oafupportcd  by  a  fleet  of  war,  or  at  leall  not  fupported  by  a 
navy  equal  to  our  own,  could  make  fuch  deraflations  in  our  trade  as 
cnaUed  their  country  to  hold  out  againft  the  confi^lcracy  of  almo^ 
alt  tke neighbouring  powers;  what,  my  Lords,  might  not  be  dreaded 
by  OS,  when  every  fliip  upon  the  ocean  &ould  be  an  ienemy ;  when 
vre  fitould  be  at  once  overborne  by  the  wealth  and  the  numbers  of 
our  adverlaries ;  when  the  trade  of  the  world  Ihould  be  in  tlteir 
hands,  and  their  naviesTno  Icfs  numerous  than  their  troops. 

I  have  made  ^is  digreSion,  my  Lords,  I  hope  not  wholly  without 

sieceffi^,  to  fliew  that  the  advanngcs  of  preferring  U>e  equipoife  of 

Xuropc  are  not,  as  tbey  have  been  fooKtiaaM  C9nc«ived,  empty  founds 

B  b  3  or 


j^f  SEBATI      OK'  ['ZS'  1» 

iar  idle  noooiu  j  but  that  by  the  balance  of  one  nation  againft  ano- 
ther, both  the  jafety  of  other  countries  and  of  our  omi  i*  preferved ; 
and  that  therefore  it  requiret  all  our  vigilance  and  all  our  rp folutiiMi  to 
eftabliib  and  maintain  it. 

That  there  may  come  a  dae  in  vhieh  this  fchcme  viU  be  oo  j 
longer  piaSicable,  w^en  a  coalition,  of  dominions  may  be  inevitable,  I 
and  when  gne  power  will  be  neccflarily  exalted  above  the  reft,  if 
indeed  not  ahrolutely  impoffible,  and  therefore  not  to  be'peremptorily 
denjed.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred,  that  our  care  is  vain  at  prefent, 
becaufe,  perhaps, it  may  fometime  be  vajn  hereafter]  or  diat  we  ought 
now  to  fiak  into  flavery  without  a  ftniggle,  b^aufe  the  time  may 
come,  when  our  ftrongeft  effbits  will  be  inefie£bial. 

It  has  indeed  been  almoft  aflerted,  that  the  fatal  hour  it  now  arrived, 
and  that  it  is  to  no  purpofe  diat  we  endeavour  to  laife  any  farther 
oppofition  to  the  univerfal  monarchy  projcSed  by  France.  W^e  are 
told,  that  the  nation  is  exhaufied  and  dirpiritcd;  ^t  we  have  nei- 
ther influence,  nor  riches,  nor  courage  rcmuning  ;  Uut  we  fhall  be 
left  to  fland  alone  againd  the  united  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  that  the 
Auftiians  cannot,  and  that  the  Dutch  will  not,a£(lus|  that  thelCing 
of  Sardinia  will  defcrt  his  alliance ;  that  the  Sing  of  Pruffia  has  dcr 
clarcd  agalnfl  us  ;  and  therefore,  that  by  engaging  in  the  fupport  at 
the  Pragmatic  San^ion,  we  arc  about  to  draw  upon  oucfelves  that 
ruin  which  every  other  power  has  fbreleen  ^nd  Ibunned. 

I  am  far  from  denying,  my  I^rds,  that  the  power  of  France  is 
great  ^tid  dangerous ;  bu^  can  draw  no  confequcnce  from  that  poli< 
tion,  but  that  this  force  is  to  be  oppofed  before  it  is  flill  greater,  and     I 
this  danger  to  be  obviated  while  it  is  yet  furmogntable,  and  fiir- 
piountablc  I  flill  believe  it  by  unanimity  and  courage. 

If  our  wealth,  my  Lords,  is  diminifhcd,  it  is  time  to  con&ne  the 
commerce  of  that  nation  by  which  we  have  been  driven  out  of  the 
markets  pf  the  continent,  by  deflruying  their  Ihipping,  and  intercept* 
ing  their  merchants.  If  our  courage  is  (lepre£ed,  it  is  deprcHed  not 
by  ^y  change  in  the  nature  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  bt;t  by  a 
long  courfe  of  inglorious  compliance  with  the  demands,  and  of  mev> 
lubmifEop  to  the  infults,  of  other  nations,  to  which  it  is  Qccc&ry  tt 
put  an  end  by  vigorous  refolutions. 

li  our  allies  are  tin^orous  and  wavering,  it  is  necediiry  to  encoa- 
rsge  them  by  -vigorous  meafures  i  for  as  fear,  fo  courage,  is  produced 
by  example :  the  bravery  of  a  frngte  man  may  vtdibdd  an  army  fiw 
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flight}  and  other  nations  will  be  alhamed  to  difcover  any  dread  of  that , 
power  which  France  alone  lets  at  defiance.  They  will  be  le&  afraid 
to  declare  their  inteDtioD$>  when  they  are  convinced  that  ve  intend  . 
to  fuppoit  them  ;  and  if  there  be,  in  reality,  any  prince  who  does 
not  &voiir  our  defign,  he  will  be  at  leaft  lefs  inclined  to  obflrud^  it, 
as  he  finds  the  opposition,  which  he  muft  encounter,  more  formidable. . 

For  this  realbn,  my  Lords,  I  am  &r  from  difcovering  thejufttiefs 
of  the  <^inton  which  has  prevailed  very  much  in  the  nation,  on  this, 
occafion,  that  we  are  not  to  ai^  without  allies,  becaufe  allies  are  moft 
eafily  to  be  procured  by  afltng,  and  bccaufe  it  is  reasonable  i^id 
neceflary  for  ut  to  perform  our  part,  however  other  powers  lAf- 
nc^e^  theirs. 

The  advice  which  the  Senate  has  often  repeated  to  his  Majefiy, 
has  been  tooppofethe  progress  of  France  ^  and  though  It  Ifaould  be 
allowed,  that  he  has  been  advlfed  to  proceed  in  concert  with  bit  alliesy 
yet  it  muft  be  underftood  to  fuppofe  fuch  allies  as  may  be  found  to 
h;tve  course  and  honefty  enough  to  concur  with  htm.  It  cannot  be 
intended,  that  he  Ihoutd  delay  his  afGftancc  dll  corruption  is  re- 
claimed, or  till  cowardice  is  animated  i  for  to  promile  the  Queen 
of  Hu)igary  alEftance  on  fuch  terms,  would  be  to  infult  her  calami- 
ties, and  to  withhold  our  fuccours  till  file  was  irrecoverably  tuiped. 
The  Senate  could  not  infift  that  we  Ihould  {bnd  neuter,  till  all 
thc^,  who  were  engaged  by  treaty  to  fupporc  the  Pragmatic  Sanson, 
ihould  appear  willing  to  fulfil  their  ftlpulations;  for  even  France  is 
to  be  numbered  among  thofe  who  have  prornlfed  to  fupport  the  Houfe 
of  Auflria  in  its  po&effions,  however  fhe  may  now  endeavour  to  take 
them  away. 

£ven  with  regard  to  that  power  from  which  moft  af&Aance  may 
be  rcafonably  expected,  nothing  would  be  more  imprudent  than  to 
declare,  that  we  determine  not  to  a&  without  them ;  for  what  then 
would  be  necedary,  but  that,  the  Frettch  influence  one  town  in 
their  provinces,  or  one  dep^ty  in  their  afTemblies,  and  ruin  the  HouTe 
of  Aufttia  in  fecurity  and  at  (eifure,  without  any  other  expence  than 
ttifftofabribe. 

It  was  therefore  oeceiEiry  to  tranfport  our  troops  into  Flanders, 
to  Akw  the  world,  that  we  were  no  longer  inclined  to  ftand  idle 
fbeflators  of  the  troubles  of  Europe ;  that  we-  no  longer  intended  to 
smufe  ourfelves,  or  our  confederates,  with  negociations  which  might 
pCo^lfW  At  trcat^s,  or  with  treaties  which  might  be  broken  when- 
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tret  tiie  violation  of  them  aflforded  any  pro^wA  of  thit  atrfraiitige ; 
we  were  now  refolved  to  facrifice  the  pleifures  of  neutrality,  and  the 
profits  of  peaceful  traffic,  to  t}ie  Iccurity  of  the  libentct  of  Europe, 
and  the  obfervatlon  of  public  firth. 

This  neccffity  was  fo  generally  allowed,  that  when  tbe  firft  body 
ef  troops  was  I^it  over,  no  objefiion  was  made  by  tfaofe  who  found 
them&hxs  inclined  to  cenfiire  the  comiudlof  our  affairs,  but  that 
tbey  were  not  fufSciently  numerous  to  defend  ihemfelves,  and  mmld 
"he  taken  prifoners  by  a  French  detachment ;  the  Rintiftry  were 
therefore  afted,  why  they  4i6  not  fend  a  larger  force,  why  they  en- 
gaged in  hofiilities,  which  could  only  raifc  the  laughter  of  our  eoe.* 
mies,  and  why,  if  tbey  intended  war,  they  did  not  laife  an  army  faS> 
cieot  to  profecute  it  * 

An  army,  my  Lords,  an  army  truly  formidable,  is  now  railed,  and 
afiembled  on  die  frontien  of  P'rance,  ready  to  affift  our  ally,  and  tO' 
put  a  ftop  to  the  violence  of  invalions.  We  now  fee  ourfclret  once 
again  united  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  may  hope  once  more  to 
drive  the  opprefibrs  of  mankind  before  us.  'But  now,  my  Lords,  a 
dampdr  is  propagated  through  die  nation,  that  thefc  meafnres  which 
have  been  fo  long  dcfired,  are  pernicious  and  treacheromj  A«we 
are  armed  not  againft  France,  but  agaSnft  ourfelves ;  that  our 
armies  are  fenl  over  either  npt  to  fight,  or  ro  fight  in  a  quarrel  in 
which  we  have  no  concern  ;  to  gain  vi£tories  from  which  this  nation 
will  receive  no  adviintagc,  or  to  bring  new  dilhonour  upon  Aat 
country  by  a  fhamefu]  inafljvity. 

This  clamour,  which  if  it  had  been  confined  to  the  vulgar,  bad 
been,  perhaps,  of  no  great  importance,  nor  could  have  pronnotcd  any 
of  the  defignsofthofe  by  whom  it  was  railed,  has  been  mentioned 
in  this  Houfe  asan  argument  in  favour  of  the  motion  i^ich  is  now 
under  the  tan&dcratitm  of  yo\it  LordQiips  ;  and  it  has  been  urged, 
that  thefe  me^ures  cannot  be"  proper,  becsnilt  all  -meaforcs,  by  vrfaidt 
his  ?vfajefty's  government  is  tiladt^  anpbpular,  miHl  in  the  end  lie 
Aftruflive  to  thff  natiO'n.  ■■■'■-■ 

On  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceflary  to  conflder  die  nature 
of  poftularity,  and  to  enquirb  bow  hi  it  is  to  be'coniSdeted  In  the 
adniinlth-ati^n  of  public  affairs.*  If  by  pdpQtarity'is  meant  only  a 
fudden  (hout  of  apphUfeV'obtained'by  a  ioMpiUnte'wlihthepreftiit 
inclination  of  the  people,  liowever  excited,  or  of  wliatfi^ever  tendency, 
Vflfall  wlEhout  fcruple  decUre,  that  po|iuTarity-  is'  ff)  bp  del^iifM}  i> 
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is  to  be  iet^^it  tof  Ldirds,  becaufe  it  Cuuiot  be  prefeim^  tritfioai: 
abanJotHOg  moch  mors  vahwMe  conMcntioiis.  Tlw  inclinationa' 
of  -tbe  people  have  in  all  ages  been  too  varilblc  for  regard.  But-if 
by  popularity  be  meant  that  fettled  confidence  and  lafting  efteem, 
nbkh  a  good  Government  may  juftly  claim  ftom  the  fukjed,  I  ant 
far  from  denying  that  it  is  truly  defirable  (  and  that  no  wife  man  «»er-- 
difregarded  it.  But  ibts  p«piilarity,  my  Lords,  is  very  confiftent 
wtdi  contempt  of  riocoUB  ctamours,  and  of  miftaken  complaints; 
«nd  is  cAen  oidy  to  be  obtained  by  an  oppofition  to  the  retgning 
opiniODSt  and  a  negUA  of  temporary  dJfooAtentt ;  opimons  irfiich 
may  be  inCHlcared  without  difficulty  by  favourite  orators,  and  dif-' 
c(H)teat8  which  the  eloquence  of  fcditiovs  writers  may  ealily  produce 
on  ignorantre  and  unconftancy. 

How  eaftly  riie  opiaiens  of  the  vulgar  may  be  regulated  by  thole 
who  have  obtained,  by  whatever  methods,  their  cfteem,  the  debate 
of  this  day,  my  Lords,  may  inform  us ;  fince  if  the  meafures  againft 
which  dris  motion  is  intended,  be  really  unpopular,  as  they  have 
been  teprerented,  it  is  evident  that  ■  there  has  been  latdy  a  very  »-- 
mariuble  change  in  the  fentiments  of  the  natioti ;'  for  it  is  yet  a  vny 
Utde  time  fmce  the  repreffion  of  the  inlblence  of  France,  and  ^w 
rdief  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  fo  generally  wifhed,  and  fo  ioi-' 
portunately  demanded,  that  had  meaftires  like  thefe  been  th«i  formed^ ' 
it  is  not  improbable  that  they  might  have  reconciled  the  public  t» 
tflH  man^  whom  tbe  united  v<A;e  of-the  nation  has  long  tabeurcd  to' 
overbear. 

It  ta  indeed  urged  with  a  degite  of  confidence,  which  ought,  in  ' 
ihy  opinion,  to  proceed  Irom  ftronger  proof  than  has  yet  been  pro-^ 
dnced,  that  no  hoftilitics  are  intended  j  that  our  armaments  on  tKc- 
continem  are  an  idle  fiiew,  an  tnofTcnlive  oftentation,  and  diat  the 
troops  of  Hanover  have  been  hired  only  to  enrich  die  eledorate, 
under  Ae  appearance  of  affifling  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  wbom  in' 
reriity  they  cannot  fuccotit  with6itt  drawing  upon  their  country  the 
jiDperial  tnterdid. 

It  ins  been  alledged,  my  Lords,  that  tbde  meafures  t>ave  been 
concerted  whtrfly  for  tbe  advantage  of  Hanover ;  dtat  this  kingdom 
is  to  be  facrificed  to  tbe  eleflonrte,  and  that  we  are  ia  reality  intended 
to  be  made  tributaries  to  a  petty  power. 

-  In  confirroatiofT  of  theft  fuggeftions,  advantage  has  been  taken 
'    fmn  every  circumilance  duit  could  admit  of  ipiliTprelentatlon.  The 
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CQolUtution  of  die  emigre  has  bete  falfdy  quoted,  to  pnm  tJiit  dicy 

cannot  ad  againft  the  Emperor,  and  their  isaftiTitj  in  Flanders  ha» 
been  produced  as  a  proof,  that  they  do  not  intend  to  enter  Germany. 

Wbuever  fliall  confult  the  conftituem  and  fundamental  pad  bj 
which  the  German  form  of  government  is  eftablilbed,  will  find,  taj 
Lords,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Emperor  alone  to  lay  any 
of  the  States  of  Germany  under  thv  ban ;  and  that  the  elcdors  arc 
independent  in  their  own  dominions,  fo  &r  as  that  they  may  enter 
into  alliances  with  foreign  powers,  and  makcwar  upon  each  other. 

It  appears  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  nolaw  prohibits  die  £lcdor 
of  Hanover  to  fend  his  troops  to  the  affiltance  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary; he  may  ip  confequence  of  treaties  march  into  Geroumy,  and 
attack  the  contiuleratcs  of  the  Emperor,  or  what  is  not  now  in- 
tended, even  the  Emperor  biin&l^  without  any  dread  of  the  teve- 
Mties  of  the  ban. 

Nor  does  the  continuance  of  the  forces  in  Flanders  fliew  any  nn- 
wllingneJs  tp  begin  hoflilities,  or  any  dread  of  the  power  of  cither 
Fniffia,  wbofe  prohibition  is  merely  imaginary,  or  of  France,  who  it 
not  lefs  perplexed  by  the  neighbourhood  of  our  army,  than  by  any 
•ther  method  that  could  have  been  talten  of  attacking  her  j  for  being 
obliged  to  have  an  equal  force  always  in  readinejs  to  ob&rve  tbeir 
notions.  Die  has  not  been  able  to  fend  a  new  army  a^nft  the 
Auflrians,  -but  has  been  obliged  to  leave  the  Emperor  at  their 
mercy,  and  fuffcr  them  to  recover  Bohemia  without  bloodfbcd,  and 
cftabliQi  themfelves  at  leifure  in  Bavaria. 

Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  advantage  which  has  been  gained 
.  by  their  refidence  in  Flanders ;  for  the  United  Provinces  have  been 
animated  to  a  concurrence  in  the  common  cauie,  and  bave  coofented 
fo  far  to  depart  from  dtftir  dariing  oeutrati^*  at  to  lei)d  twcn^  tbou. 
fand  of  their  forces  to  garritbn  die  barrier.  Of  which  no  mw,  J 
fuppofe,  will  by  that  it  it  not  of  great  importance  to  thf  Queen  ct 
Hungary,  £nce  it  lets  her  ftee  from,  die  neceffi^  of  diftrading  her 
views,  and  dividing  her  forces  for  the  defence  of  the  ta^  difiao( 
parts  of  her  dominions  at  oacej  nor  will  it  be  affirmed,  that  this 
advantage  could  have  probably  been  gained,  without  caoYinciog  pur 
allies  of  fmcerity,  fay  fending  an  army  into  the  continent. 

If  it  be  afked,  What  is  htthec  to  be  expeded  from  tfaefe  tro^! 

it  ought  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  with  how  litde  propriety, one 

ciiniliers  can  be  required  to  make  public  a  fcheifif  of  b^ilciipen* 
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tions,  and  how  much  we  Ihould  expofe  ouifclves  to  our  encniies, 
flkould  a  precedent  be  eflablUhed  by  which  our  Generals  would  bf 
incapacitated  to  form  any  private  de&gns,  and  an  end  would  be  for 
ever  put  to  military  fecrecy. 

What  necelEty  there  can  be  for  propofing  arguments  like  tbefe^ 
I  am  not,  indeed,  able  to  difcover,  fince  the  obje&ions  which  have 
been  made  fecm  to  proceed  rather  from  obftinacy  than  convi^oni 
and  the  reflexions  that  have  been  vented,  feem  radier  the  produd  of 
wit  irritated  by  malcvorence,  than  of  reafbn  enlightened  by  calm 
confideration.  The  minifters  have  been  reproached  with  Hanove- 
rian mcafurcs,  without  any  proof  that  Hanover  is  to  receive  the  leaft 
advantage ;  and  have  been  chared  with  betraying  their  country  by 
^ofe  who  cannot  Ihew  how  thair  coiuitry  is  injured,  nor  can  prove 
either  that  intereft  or  faith  would  allow  us  to  ik  inaQivt  in  xbt 
prcfent  difiqrbance  of  Europe,  or  that  we  could  have  a&d  in  any 
other  mannerwith  equal  efficacy. 

•  It  is  fo  far  from  being  either  evident  or  true,  my  Lords,  tfut 
Britain  is  lacrificed  to  Hanover,  that  Hanover  is  evidently  hazarded 
by  her  union  with  Britain.  Had  this  decorate  now  any  other 
JSovereign  than  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  it  might  have  been 
iecure  by  a  neutrality,  and  have  looked  upon  the  miferics  ef  the 
neighbouring  provinces  without  any  diminution  of  its  people,  or 
difturbance  of  iu  tranquillity;  nor  could  any  danger  be  dnaded, 
or  any  inconvenience' be  felt,  liut  from  an  open  declaration  in  hroiix 
of  the  Pragmatic  SanXiQn. 

Why  the  hire  of  the  troops  of  any  particular  country  Qiould  be 
confidered  as  an  iSk  of  fubmiffion  to  it,  or  of  dependency  upon  i^ 
I  cannot  difcover ;  nor  can  I  conceive  for  what  reafon  ^  troops  of 
Hanover  ibould  be  more  dangerous,  or  lefs  popular,  at  tbU  dian  at 
any  former  time,  or  why  the  employment  of  them  Ibould  be  con- 
fidered as  any  particular  regard.  If  any  addition  of  dominion  had 
been  to  be  ptirchafed  for  the  deflorate  by  the  united  arms  of  the 
confederate  army,  I  fhould,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to  cenfure  the 
fcbeme,  as  contiary  to  the  intereft  of  my  native  country;  Aor  fhall 
any  Lord  more  warmly  oppole  defigns  that  may  tend  to  aggrandife 
another  nation  at  the  expence  of  this.  But  to  hire  foreigners,  of 
whatever  country,  only  to  favc  the  blood  of  Britons,  is,  in  my  opi- 
pisn,  an  inftancc  of  prei^rence  which  ought  to  produce  rather 
ackaovdcdgoaeats  of  gra  titude^  t^n  ialliet  9f  indignatioa. 

5  -;  ^icM  — 
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Upon  die  tnoft  exaS  fiinFe;^  of  tbis  debate,  I  wiU  Vrtldljr  afind^ 
tfiat  I  never  heard  in  thii  Houfe  a  qucftion  to  untenable  in  ittH^  h 
iDbAinatdy  or  fo  warmly  debated ;  but  hope  that  the  fophiftiies  wbidk 
have  been  ufed,  however  artful,  and  the  declamations  which  have 
been  ftronounced,  however  patiictic,  will  have  no  cficd  upon  ^our 
LordAiips.  I  hope,  that  as  the  other  Houfe  has  already  agreed  ta 
fopport  the  auxiliaries  which  have  been  retained,  and  which  have 
been  proved  in  this' debate  to  be  reuined  for  the  ftrongcft  reafbnsi 
and  the  moft  important  purpofes,  your  Lordihips  wtU  Ihcw,  by  re- 
jei^ing  this  motion,  that  you  are  not  lefs  willing  to  concur  in  the 
fupport  of  public  &ith,  and  that  you  will  not  titiier  pollerity  to  charge 
you  with  the  exaltation  of  France,  and  the  ruin  of  Eurt^. 

The  qucftion  was  then  put,  and.determincd  in  the  negative,  by 
90  againft  354 

After  the  concluTion  of  this  long  debate,,  the  miniftry  did  not  yet 
thinic  their  vidory  in  repelling  this  ccnfuie  fufficientiy  apparent,  ub> 
kfs  a  motion  was  admitted,  which  might  ira[dy  a  fiill  and  ttnlimittd 
approbation  of  their  meafures ;  and  therefore  the  Eaii  of  Scatho^ 
rough  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  fidlowing  ctk&  :-~-My  Lords,  Tt  has 
been  juflly  obfcrved  in  the  debate  of  this  day,  Aat  ^  opinions  c{ 
the  people  cf  Britain  are  regulated  in  a  great  meafurc  by  the  deter, 
minations  of  this  Houfe ;  that  they  confidcr  this  as  the  place  where 
troth  and  reafon  obuin  a  candid  audience ;  -as  a  place  iacrcd  ta 
jvftice  and  to  honour  j  into  which  paffion,  partiality  and  &<3ion  have 
been  very  rarely  known  to  intrude ;  and  tha^they  therefore  watch  our 
deci&Mis  as  the  great  rules  of  policy,  and  fiaoding  maxims  t^  right, 
and  readily  believe  thefe  meafures  necefiary  in  which  we  concur, 
and  that  condud  unblameable  which  has  gained  our  a{^r«bation. 

Thh  reputation,  my  Lords,  we  ought  diligently  to  prefervc,  by 
an  unwearied  vigilance  for  the  happinefs  of  oar  fellow- fubje^ ;  and 
while  we  poiTefs  it,  we  ought  tikewife  to  employ  its  influence  to 
beneficial  purpoles,  that  the  caule  and  the  efk&  may  reciprocdy 
produce  each  other  j  that  the  people,  when  the  profperity  which  diey 
enjoy  by  our  care,  inclines  them  to  repofe  in  us  an  implicit  confi* 
dence,  may  find  that  confidence  a  new  fource  of  felicity  ;  that  ixj 
may  reverence  us,  becaufe  they  are  fccure  and  happy  j  and  be  fccai 
and  hap[^j  becaufe  they  revercnceus. 

This  great  end,  my  Exirds,  it  will  not  be  very  difficult  ttf  attaBt 
the  foundation  of  this  exalted  authority  may  calily  bt  kid,  and  dl 
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faperftmaure  nifed  in  »  fliort  dme  j  the  one  mxf  be  Isiid  too  deep 
to  be  undennincd,  and  tlie  other  built  too  firmly  to  be  fbakcn ;  ac 
infi  they  can  be  impaired  only  by  ourfelveB,  and  may  fet  all  exter- 
ml  violence  at  defiance. 

To  prefcrve  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  confcquendy  to 
govern  them  without  force,  and  without  oppoiition,  it  is  only  ne- 
ceffiuy  that  wc  never  willingly  deceive  them  j  that  we  expofc  the 
public  affairs  to  their  view,  fo  far  as  Aey  ou^t  to  be  made  public 
in  their  true  ftate ;  that  we  never  fuficr  falfe  reports  to  circulate  un- 
der the  fan^on  of  our  authority,  nor  give  the  nation  reafon  to  think 
we  are  fatisfied,  when  we  are  in  reality  fnfpicious  of  illegal  defigns,. 
or  that  we  fufpc£t  tfaofe  meafitres  of  latent  mifchiefs  with  which  we 
are  in  reality  comfJetely  fatiafied. 

But  it  is  not  fuficient,  my  Lords,  that  we  publilh  ourfelves  no 
Islladous  reprefentations  of  our  counfels ;  it  is  necedkry  likewife 
that  we  do  not  permit  them  to  be  publifhed,  that  we  obviate  every 
iallehood  ie  its  rile,  and  propagate  truth  with  our  utmoft  diligence. 
For  if  we  fuflfer  the  nation  to  be  deceived,  we  are  not  much  lefs  cri- 
minal than  thofe  who  deceive  it ;  at  Icaft  ^ve  muft  be  confelTed  do 
longer  to  z£l  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  happincfs,  if  we  fufKr 
it  to  be  interrupted  by  the  difperlion  of  reports  which  we  know  to 
be  at  once  falfe  and  pernicious. 

Of  thefe  principles,  which  I  fuppofe' will  not  be  conteiled,  anealy 
plication  may  be  made  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  day.  A 
qaeflion  has  been  debated  with  great  addiefs,  great  ardour,  and 
great  obftinacy,  which  is  in  itfelf,  though  not  doubtful,  yet  very 
much  diffufed ;  complicated  with  a  great  number  of  circumflancer^ 
and  extended  to  a  multitude  of  relations ;  and  is  therefore  a  fulled 
upon  which  fophiftry  may  very  fafely  praflife  her  arts,  and  which 
may  be  fliewn  in  very  different  views  to  thofe  iriiofe  intelleflual  light 
i»  too  much  contracted  to  receive  the  whole  objeft  «t  once.  It  may 
e^ily  be  allerted  by  thofe  who  have  long  been  accuftomed  to  affirm 
ivithout  fcruple  whatever  they  dclire  to  obtain  belief,  that  the  argu- 
mcBts  in  favour  of  the  morion,  w^ich  has  now  been  rejefled  by 
your  LordOiips,  were  umuifwerable ;  and  it  will  be  no  hard  tafk  to 
Wy  before  their  aiidience  fuch  reafons  as,  though  they  have  been 
eafily  confuted  by  the  penetration  and  experience  of  your  Lordfliips, 
nay  to  men  unacquainted  with  politics,  and  renfote  frtjm  the  fources 
of  intelligence,  appear  very  formidable.  , 
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It  is  tbercTore  not  fufficient  diat  your  Lordfliips  have  lejedcd  tbe 
former  motion,  and  Ibewn  that  you  clo  not  abfolutely  diTapprove  tbc 
meafures  of  the  government,  fince  it  may  be  aflerted,  and  with  fame 
appearance  of  icafon,  diat  baiely  not  to  admit  a  motion  by  which  aS 
the  meafures  of  die  laft  year  would  have  been  at  once  overturned  and 
annihilated,  it  no  proc^  diat  tlicy  have  been  fiilly  juftified,  and 
wannly  confirmed,  fince  many  of  the  traUadions  might  have  bcefi 
St  leaft  doubtful,  and  yet  this  motion  not  have  been  proper.  ] 

In  an  ai&ir  of  To  great  imporunce,  my  Lords,  an  affair  in  wbicb 
the  iotereft  of  all  the  weftern  world  is  engaged,  it  is  neceflary  to 
take  away  all  fufpicions,  when  the  nation  is  about  to  be  involved  in    ; 
■  war  for  the  fecurity  of  ourfelvcs  and  our  pofterity;    in  a  waf    I 
which,  however  profpcrous,  muA  be  at  Icaft  expenfive,  and  which 
it  to  be  carried  on  againft  an  enemy  who,  though  not  invincibk,  is    I 
in  a  very  high  degree  powerful.     It  is  furcly  proper  to  fhew  in  the     | 
mofl  public  manner  our  conviction,  that  neither  prudence  nor  fhi- 
gality  has  been  wanting;  that  the  inconveniencies  which  will  be 
always  felt  in  fuch  contentions,  are  not  brought  upon  us  by  wan* 
tonnefs  or  negligence;  and  that  no  care  is  omitted  by  which  tfaey 
are  alienated,  and  that  they  may  be  borne  more  patiently,  bccaufe 
they  cannot  be  avoided. 

This  atteflation,  my  Lords,  we  can  only  give  by  a  Iblemn  addiefi 
to  his  MajeAy  of  a  tendency  contrary  to  that  of  the  motum  now 
rejeSed ;  and  by  fuch  an  attcftation  only  can  we  hope  to  renve  dw 
courage  of  the  nation,  to  unite  diofe  in  the  common  caufe  of  liber^ 
whom  falfc  reports  have  alienated  or  fhaken,  and  to  reftore  to  hit 
Majefty  that  confidence  which  all  the  fubtiltics  of  ^i3i(Hi-have  been  ' 
employed  to  impair.  I  therefore  move,  than  an  humble  Addre&  be  < 
prelented  to  his  Majelly,  importing,  "  That  in  the  unfetded  and 
dangerous  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  the  fending  a  confideraUe 
body  of  Biitifh  forces  into  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  augment- 
ing the  fame  with  16000  of  his  Majefty's  electoral  troops,  and  tbe 
Heflians  in  the  Britifh  pay,  and  thereby  in  coRJun£tion  with  die 
Queen  of  Hungary,  troops  in  the  Low  Countries,  forming  a  gnat 
army  for  the  (ervice  of  the  common  caufe,  was  a  wife,  ufeliil,  and 
nece^ry  meafure,  manifeflly  tending  to  the  fupport  and  encourj^ 
ntentof  hi)  Majefly's  allies,  and  the  real  and  effc^al  aiSftancc  of 
the  Queen  of  Hwigary,  and  the  reftoring  and  maintjuning  tkc 
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balance  of  power,  and  has  already  produced  verjr  advantageout 
coafeqiieiicev 

The  Eari  of  Ox  POKD  fpake  next  to  the  following  «fit3; — Mf 
Lords  "^^  neceffity  of  Tuppotting  our  reputation,  and  of  preferving 
Ac  confidence  of  die  public,  t  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  difpute, 
being  convinced,  that  from  the  inftant  in  which  we  Oiall  loTe  the 
credit  which  our  suiceftors  have  delivered  down  to  us,  we  fhall  be 
no  longer  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  legillature,  but  be  treated  hf 
•Ae  people  only  as  an  Aftmbly  of  hirelings  and  dependents,  convened 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  Court  to  ratify  its  decilions  without  examina- 
tion, Q>  extort  taxes,  promote  flavery,  and  to  fiiare  with  the  mi* 
nifby  the  crime  and  the  infamy  of  cruelty  and  oppreffion. 

For  this  reafon  it  is  undoubtedly  proper,  that  we  avoid  not  oolj 
the  crime,  but  the  appearance  of  dependence ;  and  that  every  doubt- 
fti]  qucftion  (bould  be  freely  debated,  and  evety  pernicious  pofition 
publicly  condemned ;  and  that  when  our  decilions  are  not  agreeable 
to  tbe  opinioii  or  expe^tiont  of  the  people,  we  fhould  at  leaft  {hew 
them  tbat  they  are  not  the  efk&s  of  blind  compliance  with  ^e  de- 
mands of  ifae  miniflry,  or  of  an  implicit  refignation  to  the  diredion 
of  a  party.  We  ought  to-ihew,.  that  we  are  unprejudiced,  and 
ready  to  hear  truth ;  that  our  determinations  are  not  didtated  by  any 
fortign  influence,  and  tbat  it  will  not  be  vain  to  infcnm  us,  or 
'  ufriets  to  petition  us. 

In  thefe  prindplcfi  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who  has  made  the 
motion ;  but  tn  die  confequences  which  are  on  this  occalion  to  be 
diawn  from  them,  I  cannot  but  differ  very  widely  from  him ;  for, 
~  in  my  opinion,  nothing  can  fo  much  impair  our  reputation,  as  an 
AddreTs  like  that  which  is  prc^oled ;  an  Addrefs  not  founded  either 
upon  b£ts  or  arguments,  and  from  which  tbe  nation  can  colleA 
only,  that  tbe  proteSion  (^  this  Houle  is  withdrawn  from  them,  that 
they  are  given  up  to  ruin,  and  that  they  are  to  perifli  as  a  facrifice  to 
dke  intereft  of  Hanover. 

Let  na  cmfider  what  we  are  now  invited  to  al&rt,  and  it  will 
eafily  a^qiear  how  well  thil  motion  is  calculated  to  preferve  and  to 
advance  die  reputadwi  of  this  Houle.  We  are  to  a&rt,  my  Lords, 
the  propriety  of  a  new  war  agatnft  the  moft  formidable  power  of 
the  unirerfe,  at  a  time  when  we  have  been  defeated  and -disgraced 
in  our  conquefts  with  «  kingdom  (rf*  inferior  force.  We  are  to 
dedaiteor-readinefit?  pay  and  to  nifs  new  tuei,  fince  no  war  can 
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be  carried  on  without  dieio>  at  a  tinte.iriien  oiir  comverovte 
great  fource  of  riches,  is  obftni&ed  ;  when  die  iDtereftof  itbit  coo- 
iraded  during  a  long  war,  and  a  peace  almoft  equally  expei^e,  is 
preying  upon  o«r  eftates,  when  the  profits  of  the  trade  offiitiue 
ages,  and  the  rents  of  the  inheritances  of  our  lateft  delccndials  ut 
mortgaged  I  and  what  ought  yet  more  to  afied  as,  U  a  time  vben 
the  outcry  of  diftrefs  is  univerfal,  when  the  miferies  of  hopclcfc 
povertytavc  funlt  the  nation  into  defpair,  when  indultry  fcticelyR- 
tains  fpirit  fufficient  to  continue  her  laltours,  and  all  the  lower  laui 
of  manlund  are  overwhelmed  with  the  general  calamity. 
-  There  may  perhaps  be  fome  am«ng  your.Lordfliips  who  a»f 
diink  this  reprefenUtion  of  the  ftate  of  the  public  exaggerated  be- 
yond the  truth.  I^ere  are  many  in  this  Houle  who  lee  do  odia 
fcenet  than  the  magnihcence  of  feafls,  the  gaieties  of  balls,  ami  the 
fplendor  of  a  Court  $  and  it  i«  not  much  to  be  wotidered  at,  itHtj 
do  not  cafily  believe  what  it  is  often  their  intereft  to  doubt,  dut  tbis 
luxury  is  6ipported  by  the  diftrefs  of  millions,  and  that  this  nigni- 
-ficencc  expofes  multitudes  to  nakedncfs  and  famine.  It  is  mycof- 
tom,  when  the  bufinefs  of  the  Senate  is  over,  to  retire  to  my  eftw 
in  the  country,  where  I  live  without  ■  noife,  and  without  riot,  a* 
take  a  calm  and  deliljerate  furvey  of  the  condition  of  thofe  dut  in* 
habit  the  towns  and  villages  about  me.  I  mingle  in  their  converiii- 
(ion,  and  hear  their  complaints;  I  enter  their,  houfes,  and  find  l>f 
their  condition  that  their  complaints  arejuft;  I  difcover  tbit  dv^ 
are  daily  impoveriflud,  and  that  they  are  not  able  to  firu'ggte  undtt 
the  enormous  burthens  of-  public  payments,  of  which  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  they  cannot  be  levied  another  year  without  exhadHag 
the  people,  and  fpreading  univerfal  beggary  over  the  nation. 

What  can  be  the  opinion  of  the  public,  when  they  fee  an  Addrefi 
of  this  Houfe,  by  which  new expences  are  recommended?  Will  AtJ 
.  not  think  that  their  Itate  is  defperate,  and  that  they  are  hM  D 
flavery,  from  which  nothing  but  infurre^ons  and  bloodfltcdcanr^ 
leafe  them  i  If  they  retain  any  hopes  of  relief  from  this  Houfe,  tiic; 
Biuft  foon  be  extinguilhed,  when  they  Snd  in  the  next  claufe,  tbn 
we  arc  funk  to  fuch  a  degree  of  fervility,  as  to  acknowIe<%c  bencfin 
which  were  never  received,  and  to  praifc  the  invifiblc  fervice  of  «• 
wmy  in  t  landers. 

If  it  be  necefiiiry,  my  Lords,  to  impofe  upQn  the  public*  let  iB" 
leaft  encleavour  to  d»  U  lef«  gro&ly;  let  us  not  attempt. to  perfind' 
-  tta* 
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them,  that  thole  forces  have  gained  vi£lanes  who  have  never  teen  an 
caemy,  or  that  we  are  benefited  by  the  cranfporUtion  of  our  monejr 
into  another  country. 

If  it  be  neceAary  to  cenfure  thofe  noble  Lords  who  have  fupported 
the  former  motion,  and  to  puniQi  them  for  daring  to  ufe  arguments 
which  could  not  be  confuted ;  far  this  is  the  apparent  tendency  of 
the  preTent  motion ;  let  us  not  lofe  all  confideration  of  ourfelvcs* . 
nor  facriEce  dte  honour  of  the  Houfe  to  the  relentment  of  the 
miniflry. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  fliall  continue  to  avow  my  opinion  in 
defiance  of  cenfures,  motions  and  addrcflcs;  and  as  I  ftruggled 
againQ  the  former,  miniflry,  not  becaufe  I  envied  or  hated  them,  bu 
becaule  I  di&i^roved  their  condu^j  I  ihall  continue  to  oppofe  mea- 
furcs  equally  de(lru£live  with  equal  zeal,  by  whomfoever  they  are 
proje^d,  or  by  whomfoever  patronized. 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpofe: — My 
Lords,  After  fo  full  a  defence  "of  the  former  motion  as  the  late  debate 
has  produced,  it  is  rather  with  indignation  than  furprizc,  that  I 
bear  that  which  is  now  offered.  It  has  been  for  a  long  time  the 
praAice  of  thofe  who  are  fupported  only  by  their  numbers,  to  treat 
their  oj^nents  with  contempt,  and  whom  they  cannot  anfwer  to 
infult  them ;  and  motions  have  been  made,  not  becaufe  they  were 
thought  right  by  thofe  who  offered  them,  but  becaufe  they  would 
certainly  be  carried,  and  would  by  being  carried  mortify  their 
opponents. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  only  intent  of  the  prclent  motion  which 
can  promote  no  ufeful  purpofe,  and  which,  though  it  may  flatter  the 
Court,  mud  be  confidercd  by  the  people  as  an  infult ;  and  therefore, 
though  I  believe  all  oppofition  fruitlefs,  I  declare  that  I  never  will 
agree  to  it. 

And  to  fliew,  my  Lords,  that  I  do  not  oppofe  the  miniftry  for  the 
fake  of  obftru£ting  the  'public  counfek,  or  of  irritating  thofe  whom  I 
defpair  to  deieat;  and  that  1  am  not  afraid  (^  trufling  my  conduA 
to  the  impar^al  examination  of  pofferity,  I  fliall  beg  leave  to  enter, 
with  my  proteft,  the  reafons  which  have  influenced  me  in  this  day's 
deliberation,  that  they  be  confidered  when  dii$  queflion  fball  n<»- 
longer  be  a  point  of  intereft,  and  our  prefent  jealoulies  and  animo- 
fities  are  forgotten. 

[It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  78againft3^.] 
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HOUSEOF     LORDS. 

February  21,  1742-3. 
DEBATE     ON     SPIRITUOUS     LIQ^UORS. 

THE  Bill  far  altering  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  ami  per- 
mitting them  again  to  be  fold  with  Ufs  Re//ralnt,  ivhith  was  fertt  up 
by  the  Commons  to  the  Hotife  of  Lords,  produced  there  very  long  and 
ferious  Deliberations,  to  which  the  Lords  had  every  Day  each  a  parti- 
cular Summons,  as  in  Cafes  of  the  hlgbejl  Concern. 

The  Bill  was  intitled.  An  Aii  for  repealing  certain  Duties  on  Spi- 
rituous iyiquors,  and  on  Licences  for  retailing  the  fame,  and  for 
laying  other  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquon,  and  on  Licences  for 
retailing  the  faid  Liquors. 

The  Duties  which  ivere  propofed  to  be  repealed,  were  thofe  laid  by  the 
Ail  9  G.  II.  which  permitted  no  Perfon  to  fell  Spirituous  Liquart 
in  Ufs  ^lantity  than  two  Gallons  without  a  Licence,  for  which  50I. 
■was  to  be  paid.  Whereas  by  the  new  Bill  a  fmall  Duty  per  GalbB 
fvarlaid  on  at  the  Still-head,  and  the  Licence  was  to  csfi  but  aos. 
which  was  to  be  granted  on.ly  to  fueh  as  had  Licences  for  felling  Ale. 
On  the  Credit  of  this  An,  as  fion  as  it  was  paffed  hy  the  Coirjttom,  the 
Miniflry  borrowed  a  Lige  Sum  at  3  per  Cent,  but  it  was  under- 
jtood  that  the  Sinking  Fund  was  pledged  as  a  collateral  Security  topay 
any  Defciency. 

In  about  a  Fortnight  this  Bill  pafftd  all  the  Forms  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, almofl  without  Oppofitlan  ;  and  vjith  tittle  or  no  Alteration  from 
the  Scheme  brought  into  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  for  ra'ifing 
the  Supply  for  the  current  Tear,  by  Mr.  Sandys,  then  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

It  was  immediately  carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lordt,  where  it  was  read. 
for  the  firfi  Time  on  the  t  ytb  of  February ;  and  ordered  a  fectni 

■    reading  on  the  zid. 

On  that  Day  the  Commlfjitners  of  Exclfe,  according  to  an  Order  tf  the 

Houfe,  brought  an  Account  of  the  Sums  arifing  by  the  laji  AB,  and  a 

yearly  Account  for  ftveral  Tears  pajl ;  and  attending  wtri  itsttrrogaud 

concerning  the  Execution  of  the  lafl  Ait, 
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DiailizodbvCoOglc 


A.  1742-3.]        sriRiTuous   LI  djj  o  R  s.  j8;j 

The  Bijhop  of  Oxford  particularly  enqulrtdt  whether  it  had  hetn  effec- 
tually put  in  fsrce,  and  ^eftiani  of  the  fame  Kind  ititrt  ajked  by 
Lord  Lonfdale  and  others ;  to  which  the  Conmiffioners  anfwered^ 
that  it  had  hem  diligently  and  vigsroufly  executed  fo  far  fit  they  or  their 
Offices  had  Pnver  to  enforce  it ;  but  that  the  fuficet  had  not  always 
been  equally  zealous  in  fecor.ding  their  Endeavours  ;  and  that  it  was 
impojjible  to  difcovcr  all  the  petty  Dealers  by  whom  it  was  infringed^ 
Spirituous  Liquors  fiill  continuing  lobe  fold  in  fmaii  obfeure  Shops,  and 
et  the  Corners  ef  the  Streets. 
A  Motion  wai  alfo  made,  that  three  of  the  Phyfidans  of  moji  Note  for 
their  Learning  and  Experience,  Jhould  be  fummoned  to  attend  iht 
Houfe,  to  declare  their  Opinion  with  Regard  to  the  EffcSs  of  Spiri. 
iuous  Liquors  upon  the  human  Body.  But  this  was  rcjcSftd  by.  33 
again/}  17, 
The  Bill  was  read  the  fecand  Timi  on  the  Day  appointed,  when  the  ^iif- 
ti on  being  put,  whether  it  Jhoald  be  committed.  Lord  HeBlvby  reft^ 
and  fpoke  to  the  fsiioiuing  Effeil : 

My  Lords,  Thougli  I  doubt  not  but  the  bill  now  before  us  will 
be  promoted  in  this  Houfe,  by  ihe  fame  influence  by  which  it  has 
been  conduced  through  the  other ;  yet  I  hope  its  fuccefs  will  be  very 
different,  and  that  thofe  arts  by  which  its  confequenccs,  however 
formidable,  have  been  hitherto  concealed,  or  by  which  thofc  whof« 
bufinufs  it  v/as  to  have  deicSed  and  expofed  them,  have  been  in- 
duced to  turn  their  eyes  aftde,  will  not  be  pradlifcd  here  with  the 
fame  efficacy,  though  they  QiouM  happen  to  be  atttempted  with  the 
fame  confidence.  I  hope  that  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  virtue,  and 
that  regard  to  public  happincfs,  which  has  on  all  occafions  diftin- 
guifhed  this  illuArious  Aflembly,  will  operate  now  with  uncgmmon 
energy,  and  prevent  the  approbation  of  a  bill,  by  which  vice  is  to 
be  made  legal,  by  which  ihe  fences  of  fubordinatlon  ate  to  be  thrown 
down,  and  all  the  order  of  fociety,  and  decency  of  regular  eUabliih- 
ments  be  obliterated  by  univerfal  licentioufnefs,  and  loft  in  the  wild' 
cnnfufions  of  debauchery ;  of  debauchery  encouraged  by  law,  and 
promoted  for  the  fupport  of  meafures  expenfive,  ridiculous  and 
unnecelliiry. 

A  law  of  io  pernicious  a  tendency  fliall,  at  leaft,  not  pafs  through 

this  Houfe  without  oppofition;  nor  Ihall  drunkennefs  be  eftablilhed 

among  us  without  the  endeavour  of  one  voice,  at  leaft  to  withhold 

it)  progrcfs ;  for  I  now  declare  that  I  oppofc  the  commitmeat  of  this 

C  c  2  biU, 

D,a,l,zt!dbvG00glc     ■ 


j89  DEBATj:      ON  [FEB.  ftl. 

bill,  and  that  I  am  determined  to  continue  my  oppofition  to  -it  in  all 
Ae  fteps  by  which  the  forms  of  our  Houfe  make  it  oeceflary,  that  it 
Ihould  pafs  before  it  can  become  a  law. 

Nor  do  I  fpeak,  my  Lords,  on  this  occasion,  with,  that  diftruft 
and  mental  hefitation  which  arc  both  natural  and  decent,  when 
quelHons  are  dubious,  when  probability  feems  to  be  almoft  equally 
divided,  when  truth  appears  to  hover  between  two  parties,  and  by 
turns  to  favour  evofy  fpeakcr;  when  fpecious  arguments  are  ur^cd  on 
both  fides,  and  the  number  of  circumftances  to  be  coUeded,  and  of 
relations  to  be  adjufted  is  fo  great,  that  an  exa£t  and  indubitable  de- 
cifion  is  fcarcely  to  be  attained  by  human  reafon,  f  do  not,  my 
Lords,  now  fpeak  with  the  diffidence  of  enquiry,  or  the  uncertainty 
of  cotijeSure,  nor  imagine  that  I  am  now  examining  a  political  ex- 
pedient of  which  the  fucceis  can  only  be  perfedUy  known  by  experi- 
ence^  and  of  which  therefore  no  man  can  abfolutely  determine, 
whether  it  will  be  ufeful  or  pernicious,  or  a  metaphyfical  difficulty 
which  may  be  difculTed  for  ever  without  being  decided. 

In  eonfidering  this  bill,  my  Lords,  I  proceed  upon  ftated  and  in- 
variable principles.  I  have  no  fads  to  examine  but  fuch  as  to  the 
laft  degree  are  notorious,  fuch  as  have  been  experienced  cyery 
hour,  fmce  the  cxiftencf  of  fociety;  and  fliall  appeal  not  to  tranfitory 
opinions,  or  cafual  afTcrtions,  but  to  the  laws  of  all  civilifed 
nations,  and  to  the  determinations  of  every  man  whofc  wifdom  or 
virtue  have  given  him  a  claim  to  regard. 

All  the  dt'crees  of  all  the  legiflators  of  the  earth,  or  the  declaradom 
of  wife  men,  all  the  obfervations  which  nature  furnifhes,  and  all  the 
examples  which  hidory  affords,  concur  in  condemning  this  bill  before 
us  as  a  bill  injurious  to  fociety,  defVruciive  of  private  virtue,  and  by 
Gonfequcnce  of  public  happinefs,  detrimental  to  the  human  fpecies, 
and  therefore  fuch  as  ought  to  be  rejected  in  that  AlTembly  to  which 
the  care  of  the  nation  is  committed;  that  AiTembly  which  ought  to 
meet  only  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  and  of  which  the  refolutions 
ought  to  have  no  otiier  end  than  the  fupprenion  of  thole  vices  by 
which  the  happinefs  of  life  is  obftruiled  or  impaired. 

The  bill  now  before  you,  my  Lords,  is  fiindamenially  wrong,  as 
it  is  formed  upon  a  hateful  project  of  increafmg  the  confumption  of 
fpirituous  liquors,  and  confequently  of  promoting  drunkenncls  among 
a  people  reproached  already  for  it  throughout  the  whole  world.  It 
conuins  fuch  a  concatenation  of  enormities,  teems  with  fo  vaft  a 
I  number  - 
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number  of  mirchiefs,  and  therefore  produces,  in  thofe  minds  that  at- 
tend to  its  nature,  and  purfue  its  confequences,  fuch  sndlefs  variety 
of  arguments  againft  it,  that  the  memory  Is  perplexed,  the  imagina- 
tion crowded,  and  utterance  ovcrburthened.  Before  any  one  of  its 
pernicious  efie^  is  fulty  dilated  a  thoufand  other  appear,  the  hydra 
ftill  (hoots  out  new  heads,  and  every  head  vomits  out  new  poifon  to 
infefl  fociety,  and  lay  the  nation  defolate. 

I  am  therefore  at  a  lofs,  my  Lords,  not  how  to  raifc  arguments 
againfl  this  bill,  which  cannot  be  read  or  mentioned  without  fiirniQl- 
ingthem  by  thoufands ;  but  how  to  methodife  thofe  that  occur  to 
me,  and  under  what  beads  to  range  my  thoughts,  that  I  may  purfuo- 
my  dcfign  without  confufion,  that  I  may  underftand  myfelf  and  be 
underft<)od  by  your  Lordfhips. 

A  multitude  of  confiderations  are  obvious,  all  of  importance  fuf. 
ficientto  claim  attention,  and  to  outweigh  the  advantages  propofed  by 
this  hateful  bill,  but  which  cannot  all  be  mentioned,  or  at  leaft  not 
with  that  cxadnefs  which  they  deferve :  I  fliall  therefore  confine  my- 
felf at  prefcnt  to  three  confiderations,  and  fliall  entreat  the  attention 
of  your  LordAipt,  while  I  examine  the  bill  now  before  us,  with  r»> 
gard  to  its  in&uencc  on  the  health  and  morale  of  the  people,  the  ar- 
guments by  which  it  has  been  hitherto  fupported,  and  the  eScds 
which  it  will  have  on  the  finlcing  fund. 

The  firft  head,  my  Lords,  is  fo  copious,  that  I  find  myfelf  very 
litde  relieved  by  the  divifion  which  I  have  made.  The  moral  argu- 
ments, though  feparated  from  thofe  which  are  either  political  or  tem- 
porary, are  fufficient  to  over-power  the  ftrongell  reafon,  and  over- 
flow the  moA  extenfive  comprehenfioi^. 

It  is  not  neceiTary,  I  fuppofe,  to  fiiow  that  health  of  body  is  a 
bleJHng,  that  the  duties  of  life  in  which  the  greateft  part  of  the  world 
is  employed,  require  vigour  and  activity,  and  that  to  want  ftrength 
of  limbs  and  to  want  the  ncceflary  fupports  of  nature,  are  to  the 
lower  dalles  of  mankind  the  fame.  I  need  not  obferve  to  your  Lord- 
Ihips,  whofe  legiflative  chara£ler  obliges  you  to  confider  the  general 
concatenation  of  fociety,  that  all  the  advantages  which  high  ftations 
or  large  pofleffions  can  confer,  are  derived  from  the  labours  of  the 
poor ;  that  to  the  plough  and  the  anvil,  the  loom  and  the  quarry,  pride 
is  indebted  for  its  magnificence,  luxury  for  its  dainties,  and  delicacy 
for  its  eafe.  A  very  little  confideration  will  be  fufficient  to  Ihow, 
tjliat  the  lowed  orders  of  mankind  fupply  commerce  with  manufac- 
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ttiiers,  navigation  with  mariners,  and  war  with  foldiers ;  that  they 
confVitiite  the  ftrength  and  riches  of  every  nation  ;  and  that,  though 
they  generally  move  only  by  fuperior  direction,  they  are  the  imme- 
diate fuppport  of  the  community ;  and  that  without  their  concur- 
rence, policy  would  project  in  vain,  w.'fdom  would  end  in  idle 
(peculation,  and  the  determinations  of  this  Aflembly  would  ht  empty 

It  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  of  the  utmoft  Importance,  that  all 
praiSices  (hould  be  fupprcfled  by  which  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
are  enfeebled  and  enervated  ;  for  if  they  fliould  be  no  longer  able  to 
bear  fatigues,  or  hardfliips,  if  any  epidemical  wealcnefs  of  body 
fhould  be  diftufed  among  them,  our  power  mud  be  at  an  end,  our 
mines  would  be  an  ufelefs  tteafure,  and  would  no  longer  afford  us 
-either  (he  weapons  of  war,  or  the  ornaments  of  domcdic  elegance ; 
wc  (hould  no  longer  give  law  to  mankind  by  our  naval  power,  nor 
(end  out  armies  to  fight  for  the  liberty  of  diftant  nations.  We  fliould 
no  longer  fupplj'  the  markets  of  the  continent  with  our  commodities, 
or  fliare  in  all  the  advantages  which  nature  has  bellowed  upon  difHni 
countries ;  for  all  thefe,  my  Lords,  arc  the  effects  of  indigent  in> 
duftry,  and  mechanic  labour. 

All  thefe  bletfings  or  convenlencies  are  procured  by  that  ftrength 
of  body,  which  nature  has  beftovred  upon  the  natives  of  this  country, 
who  have  hitherto  been  remarkably  robuft  and  hardy,  able  to  fuppoit 
long  fatigues,  and  to  contend  with  the  inclemency  of  rigorous 
climates,  the  violence  of  ftorms,  and  the  turbulence  of  waves,  and 
who  have  therefore  extended  their  conquefts  with  uncommon  fuccefs, 
and  been  equally  adapted  to  the  toils  of  trade  and  of  war,  and  have 
excelled  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  rival  them  either  in  the  praifc  of 
workmanfhip  or  of  valour. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  be  encouraged, 
their  diligence,  which  can  only  be  fupported  by  health,  will  quickly 
languilh  ;  every  day  will  diminifh  the  numbers  of  the  manufa^urers, 
and  by  confequence  augment  the  price  of  labourj  thofe  who  continue 
to  follow  their  employments,  will  be  partly  enervated  by  corruption, 
and  partly  made  wanton'  by  the  plenty  which  the  advancement  of  their 
wages  will  afford  them,  and  partly  by  the  knowledge  that  no  degree 
of  negligence  will  deprive  them  of  that  employment  in  which  there 
will  be  none  to  fucceed  them.  AH  our  commodities,  therefore,  will 
be  wrought  with  Icfs  care  aud  at  a  higher  price,  and  therefore,  wiD 

be 
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be  reie^d  at  foreign  markets  in  &vaur  of  thofe  which  other  nations 
will  exhibit  of  more  value,  and  yet  at  a  lower  rate. 

Nofooner,  my  Lords,  will  thisbillmalce  drunkennefs  unexpenfive 
and  commodious,  no  fooner  will  Ihops  be  opened  in  every  corner  of 
the  ftrects,  in  every  petty  village,  and  in  every  obfcure  cellar  for  the 
retail  of  thefc  liquors,  than  the  work-rooms  will  be  forfaken,  when 
the  artificer  has  by  the  labour  of  a  fmall  part  of  the  day  procured 
what  will  be  fufRcierit  to  intoxicate  him  for  the  remaining  hours; 
for  he  will  hold  it  ridiculous  to  wafle  any  part  of  his  life  in  fuperfluous 
diligence,  and  will  readily  aflign  to  merriment  and  frolicks  that  time 
which  he  now  fpends  in  ufeful  occupations. 

But  fuch  is  the  quality  of  thefc  liquors,  that  he  will  not  long  be 
able  to  divide  his  life  between  labour  and  debauchery,  he  will  foon 
find  bimfelf  difabled  by  his  excefles  from  the  profecution  of  his  work, 
and  thole  fliops  which  were  before  abandoned  for  the  fake  of  plcafure, 
will  foon  be  made  defolatc  by  ftckncfs  ;  thofe  who  were  before  idle, 
will  become  difeafed,  and  either  perifh  by  untimely  deaths,  or  languifl» 
in  niifery  and  wai^t,  an  ufelefs  burthen  to  the  public. 

Nor,  my  Lords,  will  the  nation  only  fuffer  by  the  dedu^on  of 
fuch  numbers  from  ufcfu!  employments,  but  by  the  addition  of  great 
multitudes  to  thofe  who  muft  be  fupported  by  the  charity  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  manufaiiturer,  who  by  the  ufe  of  fplrituous  liquors  weakens 
his  limbs  or  deftroys  his  health,  at  once  takes  from  the  community 
to  which  he  belongs,  a  member  by  which  the  common  ftock  was 
increafed,  and  by  leaving  a  helplefs  family  behind  him,  incrc:ifes  the 
burthen  which  the  common  llock  muft  neceflarily  fupport.  And  the 
trader  or  hufbandman  is  obliged  to  pay  more  towards  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor,  by  the  fame  accident  which  diminllhes  his  trade  or  his 
harveft,  which  takes  away  part  of  tbe  aflillance  which  he  received, 
and  raifcs  the  price  of  the  reft. 

That  thele  liquors,  my  Lords,  liquors  of  which  the  ftrength  is 
heightened  by  diftlllation,  have  a  natural  tendency  to  inflame  the 
blood,  to  confume  the  vital  juices,  deftroy  the  force  of  the  veflels, 
contra^  tbe  nerves,  and  weaken  tbe  linews,  that  they  not  only  dif- 
order  the  mind  for  a  time,  but  by  a  frequent  ufe  precipitate  old  age, 
exafperate  difeafes,  and  multiply  and  increafe  all  the  infirmities  to 
which  the  body  of  man  is  liable,  is  generally  known  to  all  whofe  re- 
gard to  their  own  health,  or  ftudy  to  preferve  that  of  others,  has  at 
any  time  engaged  them  in  fuch  enqitines,  and  would  have  been 
.   C  c  4  more 
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more  clearly  explained  to  your  Lordfhips,  had  the  learned  [^yficians 
been  fullered  to  have  given  their  opinions  on  this  fubjed,  as  was 
yeftcrday  propofed. 

Why  that  propofal  was  rejcAed,  my  Lords,  for  what  reafon,  in 
the  difculBon  of  To  impoitant  a  quelHon,  any  kind  of  evidence  was 
refufed,  pollcrity  will  find  it  difficult  to  explain,  without  imputing  to 
your  Lordlhips  fuch  motives  as,  I  hope,  will  never  operate  in  this 
,  Aflcir.bly.  It  will  be,  perhaps,  thought  that  the  danger  was  generally 
known,  though  not  acknowledged ;  and  that  thofe  who  refolvcd  to 
pa{5  the  bill,  had  no  other  care  than  to  obdruA  fuch  intbrmations  as 
might  prove  to  mankind,  that  Acy  were  incited  by  other  dcfigns  than 
that  of  promoting  the  public  good. 

It  is  not,  however,  necefTary  that  any  very  curious  enquiries 
fhould  be  made  for-the  difcovery  of  diat  which,  indeed,  cannot  be 
concealed,  and  which  every  man  has  an  opportunity  of  remarking 
that  pafTes  through  the  Greets, 

So  public,  fo  enormous,  and  fo  pernicious  has  been  this  dread^ 
method  of  debauchery,  that  it  has  excited  and  baffled  the  diligence  (rf 
the  magiftrates,  who  have  endeavoured  to  flop  its  progrefs  or  hinder 
its  effe£ts.  They  found  their  efforts  ineffcftual,  and  their  diligence 
not  only  not  ufeful  to  the  public,  but  dangerous  to  themfelves. 
They  quickly  experienced,  my  Lords,  the  folly  of  thofe  laws  which 
punilh  crimes  inflead  of  preventing  them ;  they  found  that  legal  au- 
thority had  little  influence,  when  oppofed  to  die  madnefs  of  multi- 
tudes intoxicated  with  fpirits,  and  that  the  voice  of  juftice  was  but 
very  little  heard  amidll  the  clamours  of  riot  and  drunkennefs. 

We  live,  my  Lords,  in  a  nation,  where  the  ef{e&  of  firong 
liqutirs  have  been  for  a  long  time  too  well  known  i  we  know  that 
they  produce  in  almoft  every  one  a  high  opinion  of  his  own  Aierit ; 
that  they  blow  the  latent  fparks  of  pride  into  flame,  and,  therefore, 
deflroy  all  voluntary  fubmiflion ;  they  put  ap  end  to  fubordi nation, 
and  raifc  every  man  to  an  equality  with  his  mailer,  or  his  governor. 
They  reprefs  all  that  awe  by  which  men  are  relVraincd  within  the 
limits  of  their  proper  fphercs,  and  incite  every  man  to  prefs  upon  hiro 
that  Hands  before  him,  that  {lands  in  the  place  of  which  that  fudd«n 
elevation  of  heart,  which  drunkenne^  bellows,  makes  htm  think 
himfelf  more  worthy. 

Pride,  my  Lords,  is  the  parent,  and  intrepidity  the  foHerer  of  re- 
fcntment ;  for  this  rcafon^  men  are  almofl  always  inclined,  in  tbcir 

dc- 
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•  debauches^  to  quarrels  and  to  blood-fhed  ;  they  think  more  highly  of 
(heir  own  merit,  and,  thentfore,  more  readily  conclude  tbemfelvcs 
injured  ;  they  are  wholly  divcfted  of  fear,  intenfible  of  prefent  dan- 
ger, fuperior  to  a)l  authority,  and  therefore,  tiioughtJefs  of  future, 
punifliment ;  ai^d  what  then  can  hinder  them  from  expreffing  tbdr 
refentment  witli  the  moll  oflfenlive  freedom,  or  purfuing  their  revenge 
with  the  moft  daring  violence. 

Thu$,  my  Lprds,  are  forgotten  difputct  often  revived,  and  after 
hiving  been  long  tecwciled,  are  at  lalV  terminated  by  blowtj  thw 
ixe  lives  dcflroyed  i^pon  the  moft  trifling  occafions,  upon  provoca-  . 
tiqns  often  imaginacy,  upgn  chimerical  poit^tf  of  honour,  where  he 
who  gave  the  offence,  p^rhap.s  without  dcftgti,  flipports  it  only  be- 
nufe  he  has  given  it ;  and  he  who.  relents  it,  purfues  his  refentment 
only  becaufe  he  will  not  acknowledge  his  miftsjcc. 

Thus  are  lives  lofV,  my  Lords,  at  a  time,  when  thofe.who  let 
(hem  to  hazard,  are  without  confcioufnefs  of  tHeir  value,  without 
{tnlc  of  the  laws  which  they  violate,  and  without  regard  to  any  m^ 
tives  but  the  immediate  influence  of  rage  and  malice. 

When  we  confider,  my  Lords,  thcfc  effcfls  of  drunkeimeft,  it 
can  be  no  fubjc^  of  wonder,  that  the  magiHrate  finds  himfelf  over- 
borne by  a  multitude  united  againft  him,  and  united  by  general  de- 
bauchery. Government,  my  Lords,  fubfifls  upon  reverence,  and 
what  reverence  can  be  paid  to  the  laws,  by  a  crowd,  of  which  every 
man  is  exalted  by  the  enchantment  of  thofe  intoxicating  fpiritt,  to. 
the  independence  of  a  monarch,  the  wifdom  of  a  legiHator,  and  the 
intrepidity  of  a  hero  ?  when  every  man  thinks  thofe  laws  opprelSve 
that  oppofe  the  execution  of  his  prefent  intentions,  and  conlideis 
every  m^idrate  as  his  pcrfecutor  and  enemy  f 

Laws,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  reafon  j  for  who  ever  attempted  to 
KiVrain  beafls  but  by  force  j  and,  therefore,  thofe  that  propofe  the 
promotion  of  public  happincfs,  which  can  be  produced  only  by  an 
exaft  conformity  to  good  laws,  ought  to  endeavour  to  prefervc  what 
niay  properly  be  called  the  public  rtafin ;  they  ought  to  prevent  a 
general  depravation  of  the  faculties  of  thofe  whofe  benefit  is  intended, 
and  whole  obedience  is  required  j  they  ought  to  take  care  that  the 
laws  may  be  known,  for  how  elfc  can  they  be  obfcrved  ?  and  bow 
can  they  be  known,  or  at  leaflj  how  can  they  be  remembered  in  the 
^itsofdrunkennef^? 

That 
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That  the  laws  arcuniverfally  negle£ted  and  defied  among  the  lotnr 
clafs  of  mankind,  among  thofe  whofe  want  of  the  lights  of  knowledge 
and  inliruftion,  mzkes  pofitive  and  compulfory  directions  more  ne- 
ccfliry  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduit,  is  apparent  from  ihe  a- 
prefcntation  of  the  magiftrates,  in  which  the  general  diforders  of  tbii 
great  city,  the  open  wickednefs,  the  daring  iiifolencc,  and  unbounJtd 
licentioufnefs  of  the  common  people,  is  very  juftly  defcribed.  | 

Their  wickcdnefs  and  tnfolencc,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  fjch,  tha  ' 
order  is  almoll  at  an  end,  rank  no  longer  confers  refpei^,  nor  dixi 
dignity  aJFord  fecurity.  The  fame  confidence  produces  infutls  ad 
robberies,  and  that  infenfibility  with  which  debauchery  arms  the  mind 
equally  againft  fear  and  pity,  frequently  aggravates  the  guilt  of  rob- 
bery with  greater  crimes ;  thofe  who  are  fo  unhappy  .as  to  fall  ioio 
the  hands  of  thieves,  heated  by  fpirits  into  madmen,  fcldotn  efupe 
without  fuftering  greater  cruelties  than  the  lofs  of  money. 

That  the  ufe  of  thefe  pmfonous  draughts  quickly  debilitates  tbc 
Kmbs,  and  deftroys  the  firength  of  the  body ;  however  this  quili^ 
may  impair  our  manufadures,  weaken  our  armies,  and  diminifb  cue 
commerce ;  however  it  may  reduce  our  fleets  to  an  empty  fhov,  ami 
enable  our  enemies  to  triumph  in  the  Seld,  or  our  rivals  to  fuppbci 
m  in  the  marker,  can  fcarcely,  my  Lords,  come  under  conGderation, 
when  we  reflect  how  debauchery  operates  upon  the  morals. 

It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  thole  who  are  inclined  to  mifthief,  an 
difabled  in  a  fliort  time  from  executing  their  intentions,  by  the  fame 
caufes  which  excite  them  j  that  they  are  obliged  to  flop  in  the  ciitt! 
of  their  crimes,  that  they  are  prcferved  from  the  hand  of  the  exxu- 
tioner  by  the  liquor' which  expofes  them  to  it,  and  that  palfies  eidxr 
difable  ihem  from  purfiiing  their  villainies,  or  fevers  put  an  end  n 
their  lives. 

It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  what  is  thus  violent,  cannrtt* 
lafting  -,  that  thofe  lives  which  are  employed  in  mifchief,  are  gemnl>f 
fhc^t ;  and  that  fince  it  is  the  quality  of  this  malignantliquor  tocu- 
mpt  the  mind,  it  likewiic  deftroys  the  body.  i 

But  this  efFeft,  my  Lords,  is  not  conftant  or  regular ;  men  foi*- ! 
times  continue  for  many  years,  to  fupply  the  ocpences  of  drunkmwi'  ^ 
by  rapine,  and  to  exafperate  the  fury  of  rapine  by  drunktnn* 
And,  therefore,  though  there  could  be  any  one  fo  regardlel'sof'''  ' 
happinefs  of  mankind,  as  to  look,    without   concern,  upon  tti^ 
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who  hurry  themtrlvcs  to  the  grave  with  poifon,  he  may  yet  be  incited 
by  his  own  intereft  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  this  practice,  a  praflice 
which  tends  to  the  fiibverfion  of  all  order,  and  the  deftruclion  of  all 
happinefs. 

It  .is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  public  happinefs  niuft  be  on  k 
ftated  proportion  to  pubhc  virtue  ;  that  mutual  truft  is  the  cement  of 
fociety,  and  that  no  man  can  he  trufted  but  as  he  is  reputed  honeft. 
To  promote  trufV,  my  Lords,  is  the  apparent  tendency  of  all  laws. 
When  the  ties  of  morality  are  enforced  by  penal  fandlions,  men  are 
more  afraid  to  violate  them,  and  therefore,  are  trulled  with  lefs 
danger  ;  but  when  they  no  longer  fear  the  law,  they  are  to  be 
rcClrained  only  by  their  confcienccs  ;  and  if  neithpr  law  nor  confcicnce 
has  any  influence  upon  their  conduft,  they  are  only  a  herd  of  wild 
beafls,  let  loofe  to  prey  upon  each  other,  and  every  man  will  inflift 
or  fufFcr  pain,  as  he  meets  wirii  one  firongcr  or  weaker  than  himfelf. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  will  all  authority  ceafe,  property  will  become 
dangerous  to  him  that  poflcfTes  it,  and  confufion  will  overfpread  the 
whole  community;  nor  can  it  be  eafily  conceived,  by  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive  comprchenfion  how  far  the  niifchiefs  may  fpread,  or  where 
the  chain  of  deftruftivcconfequences  will  end. 

If  we  confider  our  fleet  or  our  army,  my  Lords,  it  is  apparent, 
that  neiAer  obedience  nor  fidelity  can  be  expeftcd  from  men  upon 
whom  all  the  ties  of  morality,  and  all  the  fanftions  of  law  have  loll: 
their  influence ;  they  will  mutiny  without  fear,  and  defert  without 
fcruple,  and  like  wild  beafls,  will,  upon  the  leaft  provocation,  turn 
upon  thofe  by  whom  they  ought  to  be  governed. 

But  drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  not  only  corrupts  men,  by  taking 
away  the  fenfc  of  thofe  reftraints  by  which  they  are  generally  kept  in 
awe,  and  withheld  from  the  perpetration  of  villainies,  but  by  fuper- 
adding  the  temptations  of  poverty,  temptations  not  eafily  to  be 
rcfifled,  even  by  thofe  whofe  eyes  are  open  to  the  confequences  of 
their  actions,  and  which,  therefore,  will  certainly  prevail  over  thofe 
whofe  apprehenfions  are  laid  afleep,  and  who  never  extend  their 
views  beyond  the  gratification  of  the  prefent  moment. 

Drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  is  the  parent  of  idienefs ;  for  no  man 
can  apply  himfelf  to  the  bulinefs  of  his  trade,  either  white  he  is  drink- 
ing, or  when  he  is  drunk.  Part  of  his  time  is  fpent  in  jollity,  and 
part  in  imbeciliity  ;  when  he  is  amldll  his  companions  he  is  too  gay 
to  think  of  the  confequences  of  negtc'^lina;   his  employment  j  and 

when 
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when  he  has  overburthened  himfelf  with  liquor,  he  is  too  feeble  and 
too  ftupid  to  follow  it. 

Poverty,  my  X»rd$,  is  the  offspring  of  idlenefs,  as  idlenefs  of 
dninkenncls ;  the  drunkard's  woric  is  little  and  his  expences  arc 
great ;  and,  therefore,  he  muft  Toon  fee  his  family  diftrcfied,  and  his 
fubftance  reduced  to  nothing :  and,  furely,  my  Lords,  it  needs  not 
much  fagacity  to  difcovcr  what  will  be  the  confequencc  of  foyatj 
produced  by  vice. 

It  is  not  to  be  expeSed,  my  Lords»  that  a  man  thus  corrupted  will 
be  warned  by  the  approach  of  mifery,  that  he  will  recolleA  h'rs  us- 
derftanding,  and  awaken  his  attention  ;  that  he  will  apply  himfelf  ro 
1)1$  burinefs  with  new  diligence,  endeavour  to  recover,  by  an  incmle 
of  application,  what  he  has  loft  by  inattention,  and  make  die  le- 
membrancc  of  his  former  vices,  and  the  difficulties  and  difeaK;s  whidi 
they  brought  upon  him,  an  tiKitement  to  his  indufiry,  a  confinnViOD 
of  his  refolution,  and  a  fupport  to  his  virtue. 

That  this  is,  indeed,  poffible,  I  do  not  intend  to  deny,  but  ibc 
bare  polBbility  of  an  event  fo  deflrable,  is -the  utmofl  that  can  be 
admitted ;  for  it  cap  fcarccly  be  expeSed,  that  any  man,  (hould  I* 
able  to  break  through  all  the  obftaclcs  that  will  obftru^  bis  rttuta 
to  honefly  and  wifdom  ;  his  companions  will  endeavour  to  condnat 
the  infatuatlngramufements  which  have  To  long  deluded  him ;  bis  ap- 
petite will  affiH  their  foliciutions ;  the  dcfire  of  prefcnt  ^afc,  by  wbidi 
all  mankind  are  fomctimes  led  aflde  from  virtue,  will  operate  witb 
unufual  flrength ;  fmce,  to  retreive  lus  mifcondu£l,  he  muH  rti 
only  deny  himfelf  the  plcafure  which  he  has  fo  long  indulged,  but 
niuft  bear  the  full  view  of  his  diftrefs  from  which  be  will  natunll; 
turn  afidc  his  eyes.  The  general  difficulty  of  reformation  wi)' 
incline  him  to  feek  for  eafc  by  any  other  means,  and  to  delay  dial 
amendment  which  he  knows  to  be  necclTary,  from  hour  to  booTi 
and  from  day  to  day,  till  his  refolutions  arc  too  much  weakened  id 
prove  of  any  efFeft,  and  his  habits  confirmed  beyond  oppoTiiion. 

At  length,  neceffity,  immediate  neceffity,  prefles  upon  bim ;  b" 
family  is  made  clamorous  by  want,  and  his  cajls  of  (lature  aixl  ^ 
luxury  are  equally  importunate  ;  he  has  now  loft  his  credit  in  * 
world,  and  none  will  employ  hinut  hecaufe  none  will  truft  him,  w 
employment  cannot  immediately  be,  perhaps,  obtained ;  bccaufe  f"^ 
place  has  for  a  long  time  been  (uppJied  by  others.  And,  even,  if » 
could  obtain  a  r£-admiffion  to  his  former  bufincfs,  his  wants. aie  iw]* 
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too  great  and  too  preffing  to  be  fupplled  by  the  flow  methods  of 
regular  induftry ;  he  muft  repair  his  lofles  by  more  efficacious  expe- 
dients, and  muft  find  fome  methods  of  acquilition,  by  which  the  im- 
portunity of  hi)  creditors  may  be  facisfied. 

Induftry  is  now,  by  long  habits  of  idlenefs,  become  almoft  im- 
pradicable ;  his  attention  having  been  long  amufed  by  pleating  obje^, 
and  diffiptcd  by  jollity  and  merriment.  Is  not  readily  recalled  to  a 
ulk  which  is  unpIeaTing,  becaufe  it  is  enjoined ;  and  his  limbs 
enervated  by  hot  and  ftrong  liquors,  liquors  of  the  moft  pernicious 
kind,  cannot  fupport  the  fetigues  ncceflary  in  the  praftice  of  his 
trade ;  what  was  once  wholefome  exercife  is  now  infupportable 
fatigue ;  and  he  has  not  now  time  to  habituate  himfelf  by  degrees  to 
that  application  which  he  has  intermitted,  that  labour  w^ich  he  has 
difufed,  or  thofe  arts  which  he  has  forgotten. 

In  this  ftate,  my  Lords,  he  eafily  perfuades  himfelf,  that  his  con- 
dition is  deTperate,  that  no  legal  methods  will  relieve  him ;  and  that, 
therefore,  he  has  nothing  to  hope  but  from  the  efforts  of  defpair. 
Thele  thoughts  are  quickly  confirmed  by  his  companions,  whom  the 
Jame  mifconduA  has  reduced  to  the  fame  diftrefs,  and  who  have  al- 
ready tried  the  pleafures  of  being  fupported  by  the  labour  of  others. 
They  do  not  &il  to  explain  to  him  the  poffibility  of  fiidden'  affluence* 
and  at  worft  to  celebrate  the  fatisfafHon  of  Ihort-Iived  merriment. 
He,  therefore,  engages  with  theoi  in  their  notSurnal  expeditions,  an 
aJIbciation  of  wickednefs  is  formed,  and  that  man,  who  before  he 
tafted  this  infatuating  liquor,  contributed  every  day,  by  honeft  la- 
bour>  to  the  happinefs  or  convenience  of  life,  who  fupported  his 
family  in  decent  plenty,  and  was  himfelf  at  eafe,  become  at  orice 
miferable  and  wicked ;  is  detefted  as  a  nuifance  by  the  community, 
and  hunted  by  the  officers  of  juftice;  nor  has  mankind  any  thing  now 
to  wifli  or  hope  with  regard  to  him,  but  that  by  his  fpccdy  deftruiftion 
the  fecurity  of  the  roads  may  be  reftored,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
night  be  fet  free  from  the  alarms  of  robbery  and  murder. 

Thefc,  my  Lords,  are  the  conlequences  which  ncceflarily  enfue 
firom  the  ufe  of  thofe  pernicious,  thofe  infatuating' fpirits,  which  have 
jufUy  alarmed  every  man  whom  pleafure  or  floth  has  not  wholly  en- 
grofled,  and  who  has  ever  looked  upon  the  various  fcenes  of  life  with 
that  attention  which  their  importance  demand. 

Among  thefe,  my  Lords,  the  clergy  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
by  a  zealous  oppofition  to  this  growiog  evil,  and  have  warned  their 

beusrs 
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bearers  with  the  warmeft  concern  againft  the  mtfery  and  wickednefs 
which  muft  always  be  the  attendants  or  the  followers  of  drunkennefs. 
*One  among  them,  whofe  merit  has  railfd  him  to  a  feat  in  this 
augud  AAembly,  and  whofe  inflruftions  r.re  enforced  by  the  fanflity  of 
bis  litie,  has,  in  a  very  cogent  and  pathetical  manner  dif^yed  die 
enormity  of  this  detellable  fin,  the  univerfality  of  us  prevalence,  and 
(he  malignity  of  its  efFe^s ;  and  in  Ms  difcourfe  on  the  infirmarj 
of  this  city,  has  obfervcd  with  too  much  juftnefs,  that  the  lowefl  of  , 
the  people  are  infected  with  this  vice,  and  that  even  ttictjfay  is  betonu  \ 
luxurious.  j 

Many  Other  authorities  t  might  be  produced,  and  fomc  others  I  ! 
have  now  in  my  hand  ;  but  the  recital  of  them  would  wafte  the  dav 
to  no  purpofe ;  for  furely  it  is  not  neccflary  to  Diow  by  a  long  deduc- 
tiofi  of  authorities  the  guilt  of  drunkennefs,  or  to  prove  that  it 
weakens  the  body,  or  that  it  ikpraves  the  mind,  that  it  makes  man* 
kind  too  feeble  for  labour,  too  indolent  for  application,  too  ftujud 
for  ingenuity,  and  too  daring  for  the  peace  of  fociety. 

This,  furely,  my  Lords,  is  therefore  a  vice,  which  ought  with  the 
utmoft  care  to  be  difcouraged  by  thofe  whofe  birth  or  fiation  hu 
conferred  upon  them  the  province  of  watching  over  the  public  hap- 
pinefs  ;  and  which  furely  no  prafpe£t  of  prefent  advantage,  no  argu- 
ments of  political  convenience,  will  prevail  opon  this  Houfe  to 
promote. 

That  the  natural  and  evident  tendency  of  this  bill  is  the  propagation 
of  drunkennefs,  cannot  be  denied,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  it  will 
increafe  the  temptations  to  it  by  making  that  liquor,  which  is  the 
favourite  of  the  common  people,  more  common,  by  multiplying  the 
places  at  which  it  is  fold,  fo  that  none  can  want  an  opportunity  of   ; 
yielding  to  any  fudden  impulfe  of  his  appetite,  which  will  folicit  him    ' 
more  powerfully  and  more  inceflantly  as  they  arc  more  frequently   ; 
and  more  eafily  gratified. 

In  defence  of  a  bill  like  this,  my  Lords,  it  might  be  expefle^,    ; 
that  at  leaft,  many  Q)ecious  arguments  Ihould  ^  ofiercd.     It  ax»j 
be  julily  hoped  that  no  man  will  rife  up  in  oppofition  to  all  laws  of 
heaven  and  earth,  to  the  wifdom  of  all  legillators,  and  the  experience 
of  every  human  being,  without  having  formed  Gich  a  train  of  argo- 

*  Now  fiifliop  oF  Sarum.  +  He  read  ibe  preamble  to  i  former  bill,  di 
vpinion  of  the  Coll^  of  PbyGciint. 
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ments  as  will  not  eafily  be  difconcerted,  or  having  formed  at  leaft 
fuch  a  chain  of  fophiilry  as  cannot  be  broken  but  w'it)i  difficultyf 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  when  I  confider  what  has  been  ofFered  by  all 
who  have  hliherto  appeared  either  in  public  aflembties,  or  in  private 
convcrfation,  as  advocates  Tor  this  bill,  I  can  fcarcely  believe,  that 
they  perceive  themfelvcs  any  force  in' their  own  arguments  ;  and  am 
inclined  to  conclude,  that  they  fpesk  only  to  avoid  the  imputation  of 
being  able  to  fay  nothing  in  defence  of  their  own  fcheme  ;  that  their 
hope  is  not  to  convince  by  their  reafons,  but  to  overpower  by  their 
numbers ;  that  (hey  arc  themfelves  influenced  not  by  reafon  but  by 
ncceflity  -,  and  that  they  only  encourage  luxury,  becaufe  money  is  to 
be  raifed  for  the  execution  of  their  fchemes  j  and  they  imagine,  that 
the  people  wil!  pay  more  chearfuHy  for  liberty  to  indulge  their  appe- 
tites, than  for  any  other  enjoyment. 

The  arguments  which  have  been  offered,  my  Lords,  in  vindication 
of  this  bill,  or  atlcaft  which  I  have  hitherto  heard,  are  only  two,  and 
tfaofe  two  fo  unhappily  affociated,  that  they  deftroy  each  other ;  what- 
ever {hall  be  urged  to  enforce  the  fecond,  muA  in  the  fame  proportion 
invalidate  the  fuft  ;  and  whoever  {hall  alTert,  that  the  firA  is  true,  muli 
admit  that  the  fecond  is  falfc. 

Thefe  pofitions,  my  Lords,  the  unlucty  pofitions  which  are  laid 
down  by  the  defenders  of  this  pernicious  bill  are,  that  it  will  fuppljr 
the  neceiBties  of  the  government  with  a  very  large  ftanding  revenue, 
on  the  credit  of  which,  IVrengthened  by  the  additional  fecurity  of 
the  {inking  fund,  a  fum  will  be  advanced  fuScient  to  fupport  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  foreign  war ;  and  that  at  the  fame  time  it  will  lelTcn  the 
confumption  of  the  liquors  from  whence  this  duty  is  to  arife. 

fiy  what  arts  of  political  ratiocination  thefe  propofitions  are  to 
be  reconciled,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover.  It  appears  evident,  my 
Lords,  that  large  revenues  can  only  be  raifed  by  the  f<tle  of  large 
quantities;  and  that  larger  quantities  will  in  reality  be  fold,  as  the 
price  is  little  or  nothing  raifed,  and  the  venders  are  greatly  increafed. 
If  this  will  not  be  the  elTe^l,  my  Lords,  and  if  this  efFeft  is  not 
expected,  why  is  this  bill  propofed  as  fufficient  to  raifc  the  immenie 
fums  which  our  prefent  exigencies  require  ?  Can  duties  be  paid  with- 
out confumption  of  the  commodity  on  which  they  are  laid  f  and  is 
there  any  other  ule  of  fpirituous  liquors  than  that  of  drinking  them  f 

Surely,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  expedlcd,  that  any  arguments  fhould 

be  admitted  in  this  HouTe  without  examination ;  and  yet  it  might  be 

8  juftly 
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jaftly  imagined^  that  this  aflation  could  only  be  ofiered  in  full  canfi. 
dence  of  an  im[Jictt  reception*  and  this  tenet  be  propofcd  oiij  to 
thore  who  had  refigned  their  underftandings  to  the  didates  of  tbe 
miniftry ;  for  it  is  implied  in  this  pofition,  th«t  the  |Jcnty  of  a  cem- 
iDodity  ditninifhes  the  demand  for  it  j  and  diat  the  more  frc±!y  it  is 
fold,  the  lefs  it  will  be  bought.  It  implies,  that  men  will  lay  votui- 
taiy  rcftraints  upon  thcmretves,  in  proportion  as  they  arc  indulged  by 
their  governor? ;  and  that  all  prohibitory  laws  tend  to  the  promotioDi 
of  the  prai^ces  which  they  condemn ;  it  implies,  that  a  ftop  cut  oi^ 
be  put  to  fornication  by  incrcafmg  the  number  of  prollitutes,  loJ 
that  theft  is  only  to  be  retrained  by  leaving  your  doors  open. 

I  am,  for  my  part,  convinced,  that  drunkards  as  well  as  Aieia 
are  made  by  opportunity ;  and  that  no  man  will  deny  himfelf  lAa 
be  defires,  merely  bccauTe  it  is  allowed  him  by  the  laws  of  tus 
country. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  To  evident,  that  I  fball  no  longer  dwell  npoa 
the  affertion,  that  the  unbounded  liberty  of  reuiling  fpiriis-wili  mafa 
fpirits  Icfs  ufed  in  the  nation ;  but  fliall  examine  the  fecond  at^mco^ 
and  confider  how  far  it  is  polEble  or  proper  to  raifc  fupplics  by  »oi 
upon  drunkcnncfs. 

That  large  fums  will  be  railed  by  the  bill,  to  which  the  confeuof 
your  Lordlbips  is  now  required,  I  can  readily  admit,  becaulc  ibe 
confumption  of  fpirits  will  certainly  be  greater,  and  the  licences  taken 
for  retailing  them  To  numerous,  that  a  much  tower  duty  than  is  ptv- 
poTed  will  amount  yearly  to  a  very  large  fum  ;  for  if  thefi^tci^" 
drunkenncfs  can  be  more  cheaply  obtained  by  buying  finrlcs  dun 
ale,  when  both  are  to  be  found  at  the  fame  place,  itiscafyio^ 
which  will  be  preferred ;  this  argument,  therefore,  is  inefngibk) 
and  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  the  bill  without  danger  of  confutuioa. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  Is  the  bufinels  of  governors  not  fo  muchn> 
drain  the  purfes,  as  to  regulate  the  morals  of  the  people;  notaij 
to  raifc  taxes,  but  to  levy  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  maybelw 
burthenfome,  and  to  apply  them  to  purpofes  which  may  be  moD "'' 
ful;  not  to  raife  money  by  corrupting  the  nation,  that  it  may  be  fj*"' 
in  enllaving  it. 

It  has  been  mentioned  by  a  very  celebrated  writer,  as  a  niia" 
praflicc  in  the  excrcife  of  government,  to  tax  fuch  commodities  •* 
were  abufed  to  the  increafe  of  vice,  that  vice  may  be  difcourapJ  ^ 
being  made  more  expenfive ;  and  therefore  the  community  ta  <* 
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to  be  fet  free  from  It :  but  Ae  tax  which  is  now  ftopokdf  nf 
Lords,  is  of  a  difFercnt  kind  j  'it  i«  a  tix  lud  upon  vice»  indeed, 
but  it  is  to  arilc  from  the  licences  granted  to  vickednefi,  and  itt 
confequences  muft  be  tbe  increafe  of  debauchery,  not  the  reftraint. 
It  is  a  tax  vhtch  will  be  readily  paid,  because  it  will  be  little  fdt  t 
and  bccauie  it  will  be  little  jelt,  tt  is  hoped,  that  multttudei  will 
fubjeft  tbem&lves  to  it. 

The  ad  which  is  now  to  be  repealed,  was  indeed  of  a  very  di& 
ferent  nature,  thou^  perhaps  not  free  from  very  juft  objedims.  It 
bad  this  advantage,  at  leaft,  that  fo  far  as  it  was  put  in  execution,  k 
obftru£teJ  drunlcennefe ;  nor  has  the  examination  of  the  ofiScers  of 
cxcife  (Ufcovercd  any  imperledion  in  the  law ;  for  it  has  only  fiuled^ 
becaulW  it  was  timoToufly  or  ne^gently  executed. 

Why  it  was  not  vigoroully  and  diligently  enforced,  I  have  never 
ytt  been,  able  to  dtfcover.  If  the  magiftratea  were  tiireauned  bjr 
tbe  populace,  the  neceffity  of  fuch  laws  was  more  plainly  proved  ( 
for  what  juftifies  Ae  feverity  of  coeicion  but  the  prevalence  of  the 
crime  i  and  what  may  not  be  (eared  frcrtn  crowds  intoxicated  with 
^rits,  whole  inlblence  and  fiiry  is  already  fuch,  that  they  dare  to 
threaten  the  government  by  which  they  are  debarred  from  tbe  nfe  of 
them? 

This,  my  Lords,  is  a  refleSiwi  that  ought  not  to  be  pafied  Aighdy 
over.  The  nature  of  our  conQitution,  happy  as  it  is,  muft  be  9C> 
knowledged  to  produce  this  inconvenience,  that  it  inclines  the  com- 
mon people  to  turbulence  and  fedition ;  the  nature  of  fi»rituout  lU 
quOTf  is  fuch,  that  they  infiame  thefe  difpofitions,  already  too  muck 
predominant ;  and  yet  the  turbulence  of  the  people  is  made  a  reafon 
for  licenrmg  drunkennefe,  and  allowing  without  limitation  tbefale  flf 
diofe  fpirits  by  which  that  turbulence  muft  be  certainly  increafed, 

Ic  may  be  perhaps  urged,  (for  indeed  I  know  not  what  elle  can  be 
decently  alledged)  that  there  is  a  neceffity  of  raifmg  money,  that  no 
odier  method  can  be  iavented,  and  that  dierefore  this  ought  not  to 
beoppofed. 

I  Icnow,  my  Lords,  that  mioifters  generally  conGder,  as  tbe  teft  ot 
each  man's  loyalty,  the  readinefs  with  which  he  concurs  with  them  is 
their  Ichemes  for  raifing  money ;  and  that  they  think  aH  0{^ofitioR  ta 
'  thefe  fchemes  which  are  calculated  for  the  fupport  of  the  govenimeiit« 
the  eftet^  of  a  criminal  di&fledton ;  that  they  always  think  it  a  Aifi> 
cient  vindicacioa  «f  any  lav»  that  it  will  bring  in  very  large  fiumt 
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and  that  ibej  tfuok  no  meafiires  pertHcious  nor  lam  dangerous,  hj 
which- the  Kveoiw  ii  not  iaipAired. 

If  government  was  infiitutxd  only  to  raiic  tnoncjr,  tbde  ininifterial 
(cbeme*  of  pc^cy  would  be  without  exception ;  nor  codd  it  be 
denied,  that  the  pretent  roinifters  (hew  themlelTes  by  this  expedient 
mtcommon  mafters  of  dieir  profeffion.  But  Ac  end  of  goTemmenl 
is  only  to  promote  virtue,  ofwbichbappineisis  the  conleq|uence;aDd 
dierefbre  to  filppoit  governnient  by  propagating  vic^  is  to  fupport  k 
by  meant  which  deftroy  the  end  for  which  tt  was  originally  eftabUflud, 
and  for  which  its  continuance  is  to  Ik  defired. 

If  njooey  dierefore  cannot  be  r^fed  but  by  this  bill,  if  tlw  expences 
of  die  government  cannot  be  defrayed  but  by  corrupting  the  morals  of 
die  people,  I  fhall  without  fcruple  declare,  tlat  money  ought  not  to 
be  rai(ed»  nor  the  dcligns  of  the  government  fapported,  becaufe  the 
pec^e  can  fuffer  nothing  from  the  fiiilure  of  public  meaAires,  or  eves 
from  the  diflolution  of  the  government  itfclf,  wUcb  wU  be  ct^ually 
to  be  dreaded  or  avoided  with  an  univerfal  depravity  <^  mor^s,  and  a 
general  decay  of  corporeal  vigou/.  Even  the  infolence  of  a  fordgn 
conqueror  can  inAiA  nothing  more  fevere  than  the  dHeafcs  whidi 
debauchery  produces ;  nor  can  any  thing  he  feared  from  the  difordeis 
ef  anarchy  more  dangerous  or  more  calamitous,  than  the  madne&  of 
feditiony  or  the'  miferics  which  itauft  enHie  to  cadi  individual  from 
mhiverGd  wickedncft. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  expedient  by  which  we  are  now  abo«it  to 
raife  the  fupptics  for  the  prefent  year ;  and  fuch  is  the  new  method 
Af  taxation  which  the  lagacity  of  our  miniOcrs  has  luckily  diicovered. 
A  foreign  war  is  to  be  fupported  by  the  deftrudion  of  our  people  at 
bome,  and  die  revenue  ofthe  government  tobe  improved  by  the  decay 
■f  our  manu£i&ures.  We  arc  to  owe  henceforward  our  power  to 
epidemical  difeslci,  our  wealth  to  the  dcdenfion  of  our  commcice, 
and  our  Security  to  riot  and  to  tumult. 

, There  is  yet  another  confideration,  my  Lords,  which  ought  wdl 
to  be  regarded,  befoK  we  fijfFer  this  bill  to  pafs.  Many  laws  arc 
merely  experimental,  and  have  been  made,  not  becaufc  the  legiflatun 
thought  diem  indilputably  proper,  but  liecaule  no  better  could  at  that 
time  be  llruck  out,  and  becaulc  the  arguments  in  their  favour  ap- 
peared fltongcr  than  tbofe  agatnft  them,  oc  becaufe  the  qucftioni  to 
wbich  diey  related  were  to  dark  and  intricate,  that  nothing  was  to 
be  detennined  with  certam^,  and  no  other  nested  could  thctefore 

be 

DiailizodbvGoOglc 


A.  1742-3.]  ST  IRITV  OV  a     LIQUORS.  40J 

be  followed,  but  that  of  making  the  firll  attempts  at  hazftrd,  and 
corre^ng  there  errors,  or  fupplying  thefc  defeats  which  mi^t  here- 
after be  difcovcred  bj  thofe  lights  which  time  fbould  aiFord. 

Thtugh  I  am  far  from  thinking,  my  Lords,  that  the  qucHion  re- 
lating to  the  tffe&s  of  this  law,  is  either  doubtful  or  obfcure;  though 
I  ain  certain  that  the  means  of  reforming  the  vice  which  its  advocates ' 
precfcnd  it  is  defigned  to  prevent,  are  obvious  and  cafy ;  yet  I  (hould 
have  hoped,  that  the  projectors  of  fuch  a  fcheme  would  have  allowed 
at  Icaft  the  uncertainty  of  the  falutary  cfFefls  expected  from  it,  and 
would  therefore  have  made  fome  provision  for  the  repeal  of  it»  wheo 
it  Ihould  be  found  to  fail. 

But,  my  Lords,  our  minifters  appear  to  have  thought  it  fufficienC 
to  endear  them  to  their  country,  and  immortalize  their  names,  that 
they  have  invented  a  new  method  of  raifmg  money,  and  feem  to 
have  very  tittle  regard  to  any  part  of  the  art  of  government ;  they 
will  at  leaft  in  their  own  opinion  have  deferved  applaule,  if  they 
leave  the  public  revenue  greater,  by  whatever  diminution  of  the 
public  virtue. 

They  have  therefore,  my-Lords,  wifely  contrived  a  ntceffity  of 
continuing  this  law,  whatever  may  be  its  confequencet,  and  bow 
fatal  fbever  its  abufes ;  for  they  not  only  mortg^  the  duties  upon 
f|nrits  for  the  prefent  fupply,  but  fubftitute  them  in  the  place  of  ano- 
ther (ccurity  given  to  the  Bank  by  the  ?ot-A£t }  and  dicrefore,  lince 
it  will  not  be  eafy  to  form  another  tax  of  equal  produce,  we  can  have 
Very  linle  hope  that  this  will  be  remitted. 

There  will  be  indeed  only  one  method  of  fetting  the  nation  free 
from  the  calamities  which  this  law  will  bring  upon  it;  and  as  I  doubt 
not  but  that  method  will  at  lafl  be  followed,  it  will  certainly  delerve 
the  attention  of  your  Lordfhips,  as  the  third  conftderation  to  which* 
in  our  debates  on  this  bill,  particular  regard  ought  to  be  paid. 

That  the  licence  of  drunkenneb,  and  the  unlimited  confumptioa 
of  fpirituoug  liquort,  will  fill  the  whole  kingdom  with  idlenc^  dif- 
eaJes,  riots,  and  confufion,  cannot  be  doubted ;  nor  can  it  be  quet 
tioned,  but  that  in  a  very  Oiort  time  the  Senate  will  be  crowded  with 
petitions  from  all  the  trading  bodies  iti  the  kingdom,  fisr  the  regulation 
of  the  workmen  and  fervants,  for  the  extln^ion  of  turbulence  and 
riot,  and  for  the  removtl  of  irrefiflible  temptations  to  idleneft  and 
fiWd.  Thele  lepreleatations  may  be  for  a  time  iieglefied,  but  muft 
fyoa  gr  late  be  beard.},  the  miniftecs  will  be  obliged  to  reftal  this  law, 
0  4  2  foe 
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for  the  fame  reafon  that  induced  them  to  propofc  it.  Idettcls  uid 
fickne&will  impair  our  manufa&ures,  and  thcdtminntionofMrtnde 
will  lellcn  the  revenue. 

They  will  then,  my  Lords,  find  that  their  rcheine,widi  wblteTcr 
profpefh  of  profit  it  may  now  flatter  them,  was  formed  wiUi  no  eK- 
tcnfive  views ;  and  that  it  was  only  the  expedient  of  political  antice, 
which  Dicrificed  a  greater  diftant  advantage  to  the  immedrate  faof- 
fa^lion  of  prefent  gain.  They  will  find,  that  ^ey  have  comipted 
the  people  without  obtaining  any  advantage  by  their  cinne,  and  tint 
they  muft  have  recourfe  to  fome  new  contrivance  by  which  thrirown 
errors  may  be  retrieved. 

In  this  di(trc(£,  my  Lords,  they  can  only  Ao  what  indeed  they  nov 
fecm  to  defign ;  they  can  only  repeal  this  a^  by  charging  the  delit, 
which  it  has  enabled  them  to  contra^  upon  the  finking  fund,  upon 
that  &cred  depofit  which  was  for  a  time  fuppoTed  unalienable,  and 
from  which  arole  all  the  hopes  that  were  fometimes  formed  by  tbe 
natbn,  of  being  delivered  from  that  load  of  impoftsj  which  it  can- 
not much  longer  fupport.  They  can  only  give  Iccurity  for  this  onr 
debt,  by  difabling  us  for  ever  from  paying  the  former. 

The  biU  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  b?  equaHypcT' 
nicious  in  its  immediate  and  remoter  conlequences  j  it  will  fiifi 
Gomipt  the  peofJe,  and  deftroy  our  trade,  and  afterwards  intercept 
that  fund  which  is  appropriated  to  the  moft  ulefijl  and  dcfirableof  aQ 
political  purpofes,  the  gradual  alleviation  of  the  public  debt. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  a  bil)  of  this  portentous  kind,  a  biD  b!{ 
with  innumerable  mifchiefs,  aitd  without  one  beneficial  tendency,  inll 
be  rge£Ud  by  thh  Houle,  without  the  form  of  commitment ;  thit  it 
viW  not  be  the  fubjcfl  of  a  debate  amongft  us,  whether  we  fliall  coo 
fent  to  poiibn  the  nation;  and  that  inftead  of  enquiring,  whether tbt 
meafures  which  arc  now  purfucdby  the  miniftry  ought  to  be  fup- 
pbrtcd  at  the  expcnce  of  virtue,  tranquillity  and  trade,  wefhoaU 
examine,  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as  ought  to  be  oppofed  for  tbtif 
own  £ike,  even  withoitt  the  confideration  of  the  immenfe  fmns  wbid' 
they  apparently  demand. 

I  am  indeed  of  opinion,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  prelcnt  fchemes  v^ 
not  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  nation,  and  believe  likewife,  that  ihcrt  ii 
very  little  profpeft  of  fuccefs.  T  am  at  -Jeall  convinced,  that  no  ai* 
vantage  can  co.untervail  the  mifchiefs  of  this  detelbble  bill ;  *^ 
therefore  I  fluU  ftcadily  qppofe,  ^Qugh  I  have  itlready  d*elt  opv 
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dis  iUlfed  periiapB  too  bug ;  yet  ^  I  (peajt  oaly  fnm  an  unpreju- 
diced regard  to  the  puUic,  I  h(^  if  aoy  new  arguments  Hull  be  at- 
tempted, that  I  fhall  be  allowed  the  liberty  of  making  a  Ttf]y. 

Lord  fiATHUKST  replied  to  the  Jollowing  purport :— M;  Lonb, 
I  doubt  not  but  the  noble  Lord  has  delivcred^un  this  occafion  his  ical 
feotincnts,  and  that  in  hik  opinion  (he  happinels  of  our  country,  die 
i^ard  which  ought  always  to  be  paid  to  the  promotion  qf  virtue,  re- 
quire that  this  bill  fliould  be  rejei[^.  I  am  ^  from  (ufpeiling,  that 
fuch  an  appearance  of  zeal  can  conceal  any  private  views,  or  that 
iiich  pathetic  exclamations  can  proceed  but  from  a  mind  really  aSeded 
vith  hoDcft  anxiety. 

This  anxiety,  mjr  Lords,  I  Jhall  endeavour  to  4iiSpate  before  it 
has  been  communicated  to  others ;  for  I  think  it  no  le6  the  duty  of 
every  man  who  approves  the  public  meafures,  to  vindicate  them  from 
mifreprefentation,  dian  of  him  to  whom  they  appear  pernicious  or 
dai^rous,  to  warn  his  fellow-fubje3s  of  that  danger. 

I,  my  Lords,  am  one  of  thofe  who  are  convinced,  that  the  bill  now 
before  us,  which  has  been  cenfured  as  fundamentally  wron^  is  in 
reality  fundamentally  right ;  that  the  end  which  is  fropofed  by  it  is 
juft,  and  the  means  which  are  prefcribed  ia  it  will  »ccompUih  the 
purpole  for  which  they  were  contrived* 

The  end  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  is  to  dimintlh  the  conlumptioa 
of  diftitled  fpMrits,  to  reftrain  the  populace  of  thefe  kingdoms  from 
a  litjuor  which,  when  ufed  in  cxccfs,  has  a  malignity  to  tb?  laft  de- 
gree dangerovs,  which  at  ooce  incbriate«  and  poifons,  impairs  the 
force  of  the  underllanding,  and  deftroys  the  vigour  of  the  body ; 
and  to  attain  this,  I  think  it  abfolutely  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  thc& 
liquors. 

Of  the  vice  of  drunkennefe,  my  Lords,  no  man  has  a  flronger 
abhorrence  than  myfelf;  of  the  perulcious  confequenccs  of  theb 
liquors,  which  are  now  chiefly  ufed  by  the  common  people,  no  maa 
fs  more  fully  convinced,  and  tberefbre  none  can  more  zealoufly  wiQi, 
that  druiikenne^  may  be  fupprefled,  and  diftiUed  Ipirits  vtibhcld  fronn 
the  people. 

The  diforders  mentioned  by  the  nobje  Lord,  jire  undoubtedly  dw 
confequences  of  the  (Hefent  ufe  of  thefe  liquors,  but  Utcfe  are  not  its 
srorft  efic^.  The  o^nders  againft  the  law,  may  by  the  law  be 
Sometimes  reclaimed,  and  at  other  times  cut  off;  nor  can  thefe 
j^a^ces^  however  injurious  to  particular  perfons,  in  any  great  de- 
P  d  J  pee 
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gree  impxir  die  general  happinefi.  The  worft  elkSts,  dierefore, 
of  the  ule  of  fpirits,  are  that  idlenefs  and  extravagance  which  it 
has  introduced  among  the  common  people,  by  which  our  commerce 
muft  be  obHruded,  and  our  prefent  riches  and  plenty  every  day  di- 
tninttbed. 

This  pernicious  prance,  tnj  Lords,  ii  dif&minated  farther  ^an 
could  be  reafonably  believed  by  thoTe  whofe  inteteft  has  not  incited, 
or  curiofity  induced  them  to  enquire  into  the  praAice  of  the  difeient 
claJIes  of  men.  It  ii  well  known,  that  the  farmers  have  been  hitbertv 
diftinguifhed  by  the  virtues  of  frugality,  temperance,  and  induftryj 
that  they  laboured  hard,  and  fpent  little ;  and  were  therefore  ju% 
conTidered  as  an  innocent  and  ufeful  part  of  the  community,  viuA 
employment  and  patiimony  preferved  then  in  a  great  meafure  from 
-the  general  infection  of  vice  which  fpread  its  influence  among  the 
traders  and  men  of  eftates. 

But  even  this  aUlemious  dafs  of  men,  my  Lords,  have  of  late  ie« 
laxed  their  frugality,  and  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  tempttd  by  this 
|n&tuating  liquor ;  nor  is  any  thing  now  more  common  dian  to  find  it 
in  thofe  houfes  in  which  ale,  a  few  years  ago,  was  the  higheft  pitch  of 
luxury  to  which  they  afpired,  and  to  fee  thofe  hours  wafted  to  intoxi- 
cating entertainmenit,  which  were  formerly  dedicated  wholly  to  the 
Fare  of  their  farms,  and  the  improvement  of  their  fortunes. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears,  that  the  corruption  is  become  uni- 
ver^,  and  therefore  that  fome  remedy  ought  to  be  attempted  ;  nor 
(»n  I  conceive  any  meafures  more  conliflent  with  jufiice,  ormor? 
likely  to  produce  the  end  intended  by  them,  than  thofe  which  are  now 
of&red  to  your  confLderatlon,  by  which  the  liquor  will  be  made  dearer, 
too  dear  to  be  laviAiIy  drank  by  thofe  who  arc  in  molV  danger  of  ufing 
it  to  excefs ;  and  the  number  of  thofe  who  retail  it  will  be  diminished 
by  the  ncceflity  of  taking  a  licence,  and  of  renewing  them  every  year 
9t  the  fame  expence. 

The  ine$cacy,  my  Lords,  of  violent  methods,  and  the  Impoffi* 
bility  of  a  total  deprivation  of  any  enjoyment  which  the  people  have 
by  cuftom  made  familiar  and  dear  to  them,  fufficiently  appears  from 
the  event  of  the  law  which  is  now  to  be  repealed.  It  is  well  known, 
that  by  that  law,  t|ie  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  was  prohibiKd  to  d>e 
common  people  ;  that  retailers  were  deterred  from  vending  them  by 
Hoc  utmoft  eu^Quragemciit  ti)«t  could  t>e  given  to  mformers ;  and  that 
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idifconries  were  incited  by  every  art  that  could  be  praAUcdt  and 
ofieoders  punUhed  with  tbe  utnu^  rigour. 

Yet  what  was  the  efled,  my  Lords,  of  all  this  diligence  and  vigour^ 
A  general  panic  fuppreflibd,  Ibr  a  fcv  weeks,  the  practice  of  felling 
the  prohibited  liquors;  but  in  a  very  Ibort  dme,  oeceffity  forcnl 
fame,  iriio  had  eothing  to  lofe,  to  rfcturn  to  their  former  trade ;  theie 
were  fullered  fometinies  to  c&apc,  becaufe  nothing  was  fo  be  gained 
by  informing  againft  tbem,  and  otheis  were  encouraged  by  their 
example  to  imitate  them,  though  with  more  Iccrecy  and  cautipn;  «f 
dide,  indeed,  many  were  puniflied,  but  many  more  efcaped,  and  fucb 
as  were  fined  often  found  the  profit  greater  than  the  tois. 

The  profpe^  of  raifing  money  by  dettding  their  prances,  incited 
many  to  turn  information  into  a  trade ;  and  the  ijucilii^  with  which 
Che  crime  was  to  be  [ffoved,  encouraged  fome  to  gratify  disir  mali<x 
bype^ury^  and  oriiers  their  avarice  j  fo  that  the  multitude  of  in- 
fiN-mations  became  a  puUic  grievance,  and  the  magiftrates  diemfelVoB 
comfdatncd  that  the  law  was  not  to  be  executed. 

The  perjuries  of  informers  were  now  fo  flagrant  and  common,  ^t 
the  people  thought  all  infonnations  malicious ;  or  at  leaft,  diinking 
chemfelves  opprefled  by  the  law,  they  looked  upon  evn7  man  thii 
promoted  its  execution,  as  their  enemy ;  and  therefore  now  began  to 
<lcclare  war  againll  informers,  many  of  whom  they  treated  with  great 
cruelty,  and  fome  they  murdered  in  the  ftrccts. 

By  their  ob&iiiacy  they  at  laft  wearied  the  magiftrates,  and  by 
their  violence  they  intimidated  thofe  who  might  be  inclined  to  make 
.difcoveries;  fo  that  the  law,' however  jufl  might  be  the  intention 
with  which  it  was  enafted,  or  however  feafonable  the  methods  pre- 
fcribcd  by  it,  has  been  now  for  fome  years  totally  difufcd  ;  nor  has , 
any  one  been  punilhed  for  the  violation  of  it,  becaufc  no  man  has 
dared  to  offer  informations.  Even  the  vigilance  of  the  magiflratos 
bas  been  obliged  to  connive  at  thefc  offences,  nor  has  any  man  been 
'found  willing  to  engage  in  a  talk,  at  once  odious  and  endlefs,  or  to 
punifh  offences  which  every  day  multiplied,  and  of  which  the  whole 
body  of  the  common  people,  a  body  very  formidable  when  united, 
was  univerfally  engaged. 

The  practice,  therefore,  of  vending  and  of  drinking  diftilled  fpirits, 

bas  prevailed  for  fome  time  without  oppofition ;  nor  can  any  man 

enter  a  Uvern  or  an  alehoufe,  in  which  they  will  be  denied  him,  or 

yiaik  along  the  fttccts  without  being  incited  to  drink  them  at  every 
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ctHiwr ;  tiiey  bive  been  feld  for  fevnal  years,  witii  no  iefy  opeiUKft 
and  fecurity  than  any  otiier  cqmmodity ;  and  Soever  walks  in  diM 
great  city,  will  find  his  way  very  frequently  obftrudedby  thofe  who 
■re  fcUing  thefc  pernicious  liquor*  to  the  greedy  populace^  or  b;f 
tbofe  wbo'have  dnuik  them  till  they  are  unable  to  move, 

Bnttbeftrongeft  proofitftheinefficflcyof  tbelate  law,  and  confe- 
quenUy  of  the  neceffity  of  another,  which  may  not  be  (o  ealily  duded 
or  fo  violcittly  refifted)  is  given  by  the  papers  which  lie  upon  Ae 
table.  From  thefc  it  appean  that  (he  quantity  of  fp'rits  diftilled,  has 
increafcd  froinyear  to  year  to  the  prefent  time;  and,  therefore,  tbn 
dfURkeonefs  ii  become  more  prevalent,  and  die  rcaibns  for  rcpreffing 
ft  more  urgent  than  ever  before. 

t^t  Ufi  tbeiefore  calmly  confider,  my  L>ord),  what  can  io  tbii 
exigence  bedom ;  that  the  people  Qiould  be  allowed  to  pcnfiHi  Aaa- 
felvec  and  their  pofterity  without  reftraint,  is  certainly  not  the  intnt 
of  any  good  maii ;  and  therefore,  we  are  now  to  confider  how  it  mrf 
he  prevented.  That  the  people  are  infected  with  the  vice  of  dnu^n- 
nels*  that  tbey  debauch  themfclves  chiefly  with  fpiritaous  liquors, 
snd  that  thole  iiquors  are  in  a  high  degree  pernicious,  is  confeflol 
t>oth  by  lho(e  who  oppofe  the  bill,  and  thofe  who  defend  it ;  but  with 
this  advantage  on  t^  part  of  thofe  that  defend  it,  that  they  only  pro- 
pofe  a  probable  method  of  reforming  the  abuTcs  which  they  deplore. 
I  know  that  the  warm  refentment  which  fbme  Lords  have  on  former 
occafiont  exprclled  againft  the  dtJbrdcrs  which  diflilled  liquors  ire 
fiippoled  to  produce,  may  naturalfy  incline  them  to  wifh,  that  they 
yere  totally  prohibited,  and  that  this  liquid firtt  as  it  ba$  been  tcnncd, 
WCFC  to  be  eJctinguilhej  for  ever. 

Whether  fuch  willies  are  not  more  ardent  than  rational  ;  whether 
tbeir  ifea)  againft  the  abufe  of  things,  indillerent  in  themfelvcs,  bu 
liot,  as  has  often  happened  in  other  cafiss,  hurried  them  into  an  in^ 
difcrcet  cenfure  of  the  lawful  ufc,  I  (ball  not  now  enquire  ;  becaufe 
\t  is  fuperfiuoug  to  difpute  about  the  propriety  of  meafiires,  of  which 
the  poffibility  may  be  juflly  queftioned. 

This  laft  ad,  my  Lords,  was  of  this  kind ;  the  duties  eftabliOxd 
>y  it  were  fo  high,  that  they  wholly  debarred  the  lower  clafle*  of  the 
peo[de  from  the  liquor  on  which  they  were  laid ;  and,  therefore,  it 
WM  (o^nd  by  a  very  fhort  experience,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  pR- 
Icrve  it  (rom  violation ;  that  there  would  be  no  end  of  punifluag 
tbofe  wito  oSeodei)  againll  it  j  and  that  &veri^  ppduced  rather  coa- 
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paffion  dian  terror.  Thofe  who  have  fufltred  the  penalties  wcA 
.conltdered  as  perfoot  under  unjuft  perfecution,  whom  every  one  was 
oUige^  hy  the  ties  of  humanit}'  to  encourage,  reward  and  protaA'; 
and  thole  who  informed  againft  them  or  encouraged  informatitms, 
were  detefic<j  as  the  oppreflbrs  of  the  pcc^e.  The  law  had,  indeed, 
this  cSeSty  that  it  debarred,  at  leaft  for  a  Ihnrt  time,  all  thofe  from 
retailing  fpirits  who  lived  in  reputation  ;  and,  then^fore,  encouraged 
others  to  vend  diem  in  private  places,  ytiieic  they  were  marc  likely  to 
be  drank  tp  excels. 

Haying,  therefore,  ma^e  trial  ci  violent  and  teytfe  methods,  aad 
had  an  c^portuni^  of  obuining  a  fiiU  convi^on  of  their  jnefficacy, 
jt  is  furely  proper  tp  profit  by  our  oqwrience,  by  that  experience 
ivhich  (bevs  us  that  the  ufe  of  diftillpd  liquors  under  its  prefeot  dif* 
couragem^nts,  baj  every  year  increa^dj  and,  therefore,  proves  a* 
once  the  unproliublenels  of  the  law  aovf  in  force,  apd  the  ncceffity 
of  fome  other  by  which  tb^  fame  purpofes  may  be  more  certainly 
promoted. 

The  refprma^on  of  a  vice  To  prevalent,  mud  be  flow  and  gradual ; 
for  jt  is  not  to  be  hc^ied,  that  the  whole  bulk  of  the  people  will  at 
once  bf  djvefted  pf  their  habits ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  rational  tq 
endeavour  not  wholly  fo  debar  them  from  any  thing  in  which,  how- 
ever abfurdlyi  they  place  their  happiiiefs,  but  to  make  the  attainment 
pf  it  more  and  more  di^cult,  that  |bcy  may  i[)fenfib]y  remit  thetr 
ardour,  and  ceafe  from  their  purfuit. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  propofed  in  the  prefent  bill,  which  hy  the 
^uties  which  are  to  be  laid  upon  diftilled  fpirits  will  raife  the  price  a 
third  part,  and  as  it  is  realbnable  to  txpeAj  hinder  a  third  part  of 
die  confumplion  ;  for  it  is  obferved,  that  thofe  who  drink  them  fet 
no  limits  to  thtir  exteJIcs,  but  indulge  their  appetites  to  the  utmi^ 
pf  their  power  ;  if  he  therefore  who  uled  to  fpend  three-pence  a  day 
in  fpirits,  can  now  have  no  more  than  could  formerly  be  bought  for 
two-pence,  he  muft  neceflarily  content  himfelf  with  only  two-thirds 
of  the  quantity  which  he  has  hitherto  drank ;  and  therefore  muft  by 
force,  though  perhaps  not  by  inclination,  be  lefs  intemperate. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubte^,  my  Lords,  but  that  fpirits  will,  by  this  ad- 
ditional duty, be  made  one  third  part  dearer;  for  it  has  becq hitherto  ' 
pbferved,  that  retailers  levy  upon  the  buyer  twice  the  duty  that  is 
paid  to  the  government,  as  is  every  day  apparent  in  other  commodt- 
f|e)  i  b  that  the  yearly  tjuantity  of  fpirits  wh^  is  ufually  diftilled 
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will  C(A  five  hundred  choulknd  pounds  more  thiin  before,,  a  t& 
which,  I  (iippole,  diofe  who  are  charged  with  diii  kind  frf"  debauchet; 
will  not  ht  fuppoled  able  to  pay,  and  which  yet  mult  be  paid  bj 
ibeoi,  unlefs  diey  will  be  content  with  a  lefs  quantity. 

That  Ipiriu  will  now  be  (bid  in  every  pufalic-houlc,  of  whaGevo 
denomination,  has  been,  I  believe,  juflly  afierted ;  but  the  aflcrtioa 
has  not  been  properly  urged  as  an  argument  againft  the  bill.  One 
of  the  cireumfVances  which  has  contributed  to  the  enormous  abole  of 
the&  liquors,  has  been  the  pra^ice  of  retailing  them  in  oblciire  placet 
by  perfens  without  chancer  and  without  numey ;  who  therefore 
jieither  feared  penalties  nor  in&tny,  and  offended  againft  law  and 
-decency  with  equal  fccurity.  But  when  the  cheapn^  of  licences 
-{ball  maJce  it  convenient  for  every  man  that  plea&s  to  retail  fpirits  in 
;a  public  manner,  they  will  be  generally  drank  in  houlet  vifited  by 
public  officers,  obfcrvcd  by  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  and  fre- 
quented by  perfont  of  morals  and  civility,  who  will  always  endea> 
vour  to  rellrain  all  enormous  excefles,  and  oblige  the  mafters  of,  die 
houfes  to  pay  Ibme  regard  to  die  laws.  Thofe  whofe  appetites  are 
too  importunate  to  be  reftrained,  may  now  gratify  them  widxNit 
being  tempted  to  enter  into  houles  of  infamy,  or  mingling  wiA 
beggars,  or  thieves,  or  profligates ;  and  therefore,  though  the  ufc 
of  fpirits  (hould  continue  the  lame,  its  confequences  will  be  lefs  btal, 
fince  they  may  be  had  without  the  neceflity  of  aflciciating  widi 
wickednefs. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  by  this  bill  the  number 
of  retailers,  at  leaft  in  this  city,  where  they  are  moft  pernicious, 
may  be  leaned.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  reafon  for  which  they 
are  fold  in  cellars,  *and  in  the  ftreeis,  is  the  danger  of  retailing  them 
in  other  places  i  and  that  if  they  were  generally  fold  by  thofe  who 
could  procure  the  heft  of  each  fort,  thefe  petty  traders  would  be  im- 
mediately undone;  for  it  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  my  Lords,  that 
they  buy  the  cheapefl  liquors,  and  fell  them  at  the  dearefi  rate. 

When  therefore  reputable  houfes  fhall  be  opened  fiir  the  fide  of 
[hefe  liquors,  decency  will  reilrain  fome,  and  prudence  will  hinder 
Others  from  endangering  their  health  by  purchafing  tho&  liquors 
which  are  ol^red  in  the  ftreet,  and  from  hazarding  their  morals,  w 
perhaps  their  lives,  by  drinking  to  excefs  in  obfcure  places. 

It  is  likewife  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  many  fif  thdc 
who  now  poifon  their  counuymen  with  petty  Qiops  of  dcbaucherj, 
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are  not  able  t^  purchale  a  licence,  even  at  the  chetp  rats  at  whicti  tt 
is  now  propofcd,  and  that  therefore  they  will  be  reftruned-ftom 
their  trade  by  a  legal  inability;  for  it  U  not,  my  Lords,  to  .be 
imagined,  that  they  will  be  defended  with  equal  zeal  by  the  poptibce* 
when  the  liquors  may  be  had  without  their  aSiftance,  nor  will  ■!)• 
formation  be  equally  in^mout,  when  it  is  not  the  a£t  only  cS  profli- 
gates Who  purfue  the  pra3ice  of  it  as  a  trade,  but  of  the  proper 
officers  of  every  place  incited  by  the  lawful  venders  of  the  fame  com- 
modities, or  of  the  venders  themfclves,  who  will  now  be  numerous 
enough  to  prote£t  each  other,  and  whom  their  common  ihtereft  wtU 
incite  againft  dandeftine  dealers. 

The  price  of  licences,  therefore,  appears  to  me  very  happily  «d- 
julled :  had  it  been  greater  there  would  not  have  been  a  fufficient 
number  of  lawful  retailers  to  put  %  ftop  to  clandeftine  fellers ;  and  if 
it  was  lower,  every  petty  dealer  in  this  commodity  might,  by  pre- 
tending to  Iteep  an  alehoufe,  continue  ihe  prance  of  affording  an 
harbour  to  thieves,  and  of  propagating  debauchery. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  bill  will  Icffen  the  con- 
fumption  of  thcfe  dellrudive  fpirlts,  certainly  in  a  great  degree,  by 
raifing  the  price,  and  protably  by  transferring  the  trade  of  felling 
them  into  more  reputable  hands.  -  What  more  can  be  done  by  human 
care  or  induftry  1  do  not  conceive.  To  prohibit  the  ule  of  them  is 
impollihle,  to  raife  the  price  of  them  to  the  fame  height  with  that  ci 
foreign  fpirits,  is  indeed  practicable,  but  furely  at  this  time  no 
eligible  method ;  for  fo  general  is  this  kind  of  debauchery,  that  no 
degree  of  expence  would  entirely  fupprefs  it ;  and  as  foreign  finrits, 
if  they  were  to  be  fold  at  the  fame  price,  would  always  be  preferred 
to  our  own,  we  fliould  only  fend  into  other  natidhs  that  money  which 
now  circulates  among  ourfelves,  and  impoverifh  the  people  without 
reforming  them. 

The  regulation  provided  by  the  bill  before  us  is  therefore,  in  my 
opinion,  the  moft  likely  method  for  recovering  the  antient  induftry 
and  fobricty  of  the  common  people  ;  and,  my  Lords,  I  Ihall  approve 
it,  till  experience  has  fliewn  it  to  be  defed^ive.  I  (hall  approve  it  not 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  or  fecuring  the  favour  of  any  of  thofc  who 
tnay  be  thought  to  intereft  themfelves  in  its  fucccf:,  but  becaufe  I 
find  fome  new  taw  for  this  purpofe  indifp<;nlably  necci&ry,  and  be^ 
lievc  that  no  better  can  be  contrived, 
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Wc  arc  nmr,  my  Lords,  to  contend  with  the  paffions  of  all  the 
common  people.  We  are  endeavouring  to  reform  a  vice  alnuA 
univerial  ^  a  vice  which,  however  deflrui^ve,  is  now  no  longer  le- 
proacbful.  We  have  tried  the  force  of  violent  methods  and  found 
them  unTucceT&fuI ;  we  are  now  therefore  to  treat  the  vulgar  as 
children,  with  a  kind  of  artful  indulgence,  and  to  take  from  them 
(ccr^y  and  by  degrees  what  cannot  be  wholly  denied  diem,  wilboid 
exafperatiiig  them  aJmoft  to  rebellion. 

This  is  the  firft  attempt,  and  by  this  >f  one  thin!  of  the  confump- 
tion  be  dtminillied,  we  may  next  year  double  the  duty,  and  t^  a  new 
augmentation  of  the  price  take  away  another  third,  and  wliat  will 
then  he  dranjt:,  will  perhaps  by  thp  fttidsft  mo[ali(U  be  allowed  to 
t>e  rather  beneficial  than  hifrtful* 

By  this  gradual  procedui^,  we  fliall  give  tbofe,  ^o  b»vc  yccut 
tpmed  themfelves  to  this  liquor,  time  to  reclaim  their  appqitcs,  and 
thofe  that  live  by  diftiUing,  t^iportunities  of  engaging  in  foiDe  otber 
f  mfdoyinenc  ^  wc  fball  remove  the  dlftemper  of  the  public  witht^ 
tny  painful  remedies,  and  Iball  reform  the  people  infeiim>Iy  witbout 
cxa^jerating  or  perfecuting  tbfm. 

The  ^ifhop  of  Oxf  OKp  fpdce  to  ^c  following  purport  :*^My 
tiords,  As  I  am  not  yef  ponvinced  of  the  expedience  <rf'  the  bill  now 
before  us,  nor  can  discover  any  reafon  for  believing,  that  the  advan- 
tages will  countervail  the  mifchieft  which  it  will  produce*  I  think  it 
my  iaty  to  declare,  that  I  fhall  oppofe  it  as  deQrui^ive  to  virtue,  and 
contrary  to  ^  inviolable  rules  of  religion. 

It  appears  la  me,  my  Lords,  that  the  liberty  of  felling  liquon 
which  are  allowed  to  be  equally  injurious  to  health  and  virtue,  wiS 
by  this  law  become  getKral  and  boundlds ;  and  I  can  difcover  ne 
|;;afon  for  doubting,  that  the  pur^ihafcrs  will  be  multiplied  by  iu- 
creafing  the  numbers  of  the  venders,  and  the  increafe  of  the  fale  of 
diftillcd  fpiriu,  and  the  propagation  of  all  kinds  of  wtckednefi  aie 
the  lanie ;  I  mull  conclude  that  bill  to  be  deftru£live  to  dir  public  by 
which  the  fale  of  fpirits  will  be  increafed. 

It  has  been  urged  tiiat  other  more  vigorous  methods  have  been 
tried,  and  that  they  are  now  to  be  laid  aflde,  bccaufe  experience  has 
fliewn  them  to  be  incffe^ual,  becaufe  the  people  unanimoully  al&rted 
the  privilege  of  debauchery,  oppofed  the  execution  of  juftice,  anj 
purfued  thofr  with  the  utmoft  malice  that  offered  iafoneatjons, 
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I  fhould  think,  my  Lords,  that  government  approaching  to  its 
dillblufian,  that  was  reduced  to  fubiliilt  its  decrees  to  their  judgment 
who  sue  chiefly  accufed  of  the  abule  of  thefe  Uquors ;  fdr  fiA-eljr  when 
the  loweft,  the  moft  corrupt  part  of  the  [leople,  have  obtained  fuch  fl 
degree  of  influence^  as  to  dictate  to  the  legillature  thofe  laws  by  wMch 
^y  expeS  to  be  governed,  all  fubordinatton  is  at  an  end. 

This,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  I  (hall  never  fee  the  flate  of  my  own 
country :  1  hope  I  Ihall  never  fee  the  government  without  authoritj 
to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  nor  have  I,  indeed,  feen  any  foch 
weaknefs  on  this  occalion :  the  oppofition  that  was  made,  and  tba 
difbontent  that  was  excited,  were  no  grtater  than  might  be'reaPin- 
ably  expected,  when  the  vice  which  was  to  be  reformed  was  lb  cnor- 
moufly  predominant,  nor  was  the  effect  of  the  law  Icfs  than  any  ont 
who  fbrcfaw  fuch  oppolidon  might  reafonably  have  conceived. 

In  this  city  alone  there  were,  before  the  commencement  of  (hat 
law,  fifteen  hundred  large  fhops,  in  which  no  other  trade  was  carried 
on  than  that  of  retailing  thefe  pernicious  liquors;  in  which  no  tempta- 
tion to  debauchery  was  forgotten ;  and,  what  cannot  be  mentioned 
without  horror,  back  rooms  and  fecf^t  places  were  contrived  for  rc- 
cepuctes  of  thofe  who  had  drank,  till  they  had  loft  their  reafon  and 
their  limlis ;  there  they  were  crowded  together  till  they  recovered 
ftrength  fufficlent  to  go  away,  or  drink  more. 

Thefe  peftilciitial  ihops,  thefe  ftore-houfes  of  mirchief,  will,  upon 
the  encouragement  which  this  law  will  give  them,  be  fet  open  again  j 
new  invitations  will  be  hung  out  to  catch  the  eyes  of  paflengers,  who 
wiU  again  be  enticed  with  promifes  of  being  made  drunk  for  a  pemiy, 
and  that  univerfal  debauchery  and  aftonilhing  licentioufnefs  which 
gave  occafion  to  the  former  a<£t  will  return  upon  us. 

It  is  to  little  purpofc,  my  Lords,  that  the  licences  for  lelling  dif< 
tilled  fpirits  are  to  be  granted  only  to  thofe  who  profefs  to  keep  houles 
for  the  &Ie  of  other  liquors,  fnicc  nothing  wijl  be  more  eafy  than  to 
dude  this  part  of  the  law.  Whoever  is  inclined  to  open  a  (hop  fop 
the  retail  of  fpirits,  may  take  a  licence  for  felling  ale  [  and  the  falo  of 
one  barrel  of  more  innocent  liquors  in  a  year  will  entitle  to  difpenfe 
poifbn  with  impunity,  and  to  contribute  without  controul  fo  th^  por^ 
niption  of  mankind. 

It  is  confellcd,  that  fmcc  this  law  was  made,  thefe  liquors  hav« 
been  fold  only  at  corners  of  the  flrects,  in  petty  (hops,  and  in  private 
4x)lvi  (  And  therefore  it  mujl  be  allowed,  that  if  the  c«nfiiqifiiiien 


414  »B»AT»    o»  [rtk. fti. 

bas  increafed,  it  has  at  Icaft  tncreafed  lefs  than  if  the  firee  mA  open 
file  had  been  permitted  j  for  the  necefEty  of  fecrccy  is  always  i 
reftraint,  ukI  every  reftraijit  muft  in  fome  degree  obftruA  any  prac- 
tice, lince  thole  diat  follow  it  under  reftraint  would  purfue  it  more 
vigoroufly,  if  that  reftraint  were  taken  away ;  and  thofe  that  are  now 
totally  hindered,  would  at  leafl  bo  more  ftrongly  tempted  by  greaiet 
liberty ;  and  where  the  temptation  it  more  powerful,  more  will  pro- 
bably be  overcome  by  it. 

But,  my  Lords,  however  die  law  may  in  tht<  crowded  city  hare 
been  eluded  and  defied,  however  drunkenaels  may  here  have  been 
prote£ted  by  the  infolence  which  it  produces,  and  crimes  have  been  ' 
Jhcltered  by  the  multitudes  of  ofienders,  I  am  informed,  that  in  parts 
lefi  p<^lous,  the  efficacy  of  the  late  a&  never  was  denied  ;  and  that 
it  has  in  many  parts  refcued  the  people  from  the  miferies  of  de- 
bauchery, and  only  failed  in  others  by  the  negligence  of  tho&  to 
whom  the  execution  of  it  was  committed. 

Negligently  and  faintly  as  it  was  executed,  it  did  in  tfftSt  hinder 
many  from  purfuing  this  deftrudtive  kind  of  trade ;  and  even  in  die 
metropolis  itfelf,  almoft  a  total  ftop  was  for  a  time  put  to  the  ule  <^ 
f|arits  i  and  had  the  magiftrates  performed  dwir  duty  with  fteadinefs 
and  rcfi>lutiont  it  is  probable,  that  no  plea  would  have  arifen  in  fa- 
vour of  this  bill  from  the  inefficacy  of  the  laft. 

I  cannot  indeed  deny,  that  the  multitude  of  ^Ife  informers  fiir- 
nilbed  the  magiftrates  with  a  very  fpecious  pretence  for  relaxing  their 
vigihuice ;  but  it  was  only,  my  Lords,  a  fpecious  pretence,  not  a 
war^^^bl^  reafon ;  for  the  fame  diligence  (hould  have  been  ufed  to 
punilk  falfe  informers  as  clandcftine  retailers ;  the  traders  in  poifoa 
and  in  perjury  fbould  have  been  both  purfued  with  ince^ant  vigour, 
the  fword  of  juflice  Ihould  have  been  drawn  againft  them,  nor  (hould 
it  have  been  laid  afide,  till  cither  fpecies  of  wickcdncfs  had  beeo 
exterminated.  < 

In  the  execution  of  this,  as  of  other  penal  laws,  my  Lords,  it  iriD 
be  always  poffihle  for  the  judge  to  be  mifled  by  hlk  teftimonies  ^  and 
therefore  the  argument  which  bib  informations  forniib  may  be  ufed 
againflevery  other  law,  where  information  is  encouraged.  Yet,  my 
Lords,  it  has  been  long  die  praAice  of  this  nation  to  incite  criminals 
to  deteft  each  other ;  and  when  any  enormous  crime  is  committed,  to 
ptod^lim  at  once  pardon  and  rewards  to  him  that  fliall  diicover  lus 
«MOotpUc«i.    This,  myi^ds,  is  v  apparent  tcmputioo  to  peguiyt 
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and  yet  no  inconveniencies  have  arifen  from  it,  that  caa  KaSonitiy 
induce  us  to  lay  It  afide. 

Perjury  may  in  the  execution  itf  this  law  be  detefled  by  the  (am* 
means  as  on  odier  occaiions ;  aitd  whenever  it  is  dete^ed,  ought  to 
be  rigoroufly  punifhed ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  in  a  {hoit  time  the 
tUfficultia  and  incenveniencits  which  are  aflcrtcd  in  the  preamble  of 
this  bill  to  have  aUtndtd  the  futiing  tht  iett  aS  in  executim,  wcndd 
fpeedily  have  vanilhed  j  the  number  of  delinquents  would  have  been 
every  day  lellenedt  and  the  virtue  and  induftry  of  the  nation  would 
have  been  reflored. 

It  is  not  indeed  allerted,  that  the  execution  of  the  late  a£k  mt 
impolEble,  but  that  it  was  attended  with  difficulties  {  and  when,  mj 
Lords,  was  any  defign  of.  great  imporUnce  efieded  without  difficul- 
ties ?  It  is  difficult,  without  doubt,  to  reftrain  a  natiwi  from  vice^ 
and  to  reform  a  nation  already  corrupted,  is  ftill  more  difficult.  But 
as  both,  however  difficult,  are  nece^ry,  it  is  the  duty  of  Govern* 
■nent  to  endeavour  them,  till  it  fhall  appear  that  no  endeavours  caa 
fucceed. 

For  my  par^  my  Lords,  I  am  not  eafily  pcrfuaded'to  believe  that 
remillbefs  will  fucceed,  where  affiduity  has  failed  i  and  therefore  if 
it  be  true,  as  is  fuppofed  in  the  preamble,  that  the  former  »Et  was 
^rteffe&ual  by  any  defcAs  in  itfcif,  I  cannot  conceive  that  this  will 
operate  with  greater  force.  I  cannot  imagine  that  appetites  will  be 
weakened  by  lellening  the  danger  of  gratifying  them,  or  that  men 
who  will  break  down  the  fences  of  the  law  to  poflefs  themfelves  of 
wbit  long  habits  have,  in  dieir  opinion,  made  neceJIary  to  them,  will 
negleA  it,  merely  becaufe  it  is  laid  in  their  way. 

With  regard  to  this  a£t,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  enquired,  whether 
it  is  likely  to  be  executed  with  more  diligence  than  the  former,  and 
whether  the  £une  obftacles  may  not  equally  obftruA  the  execution 
of  both. 

The  great  difficulty  of  the  former  method,  a  method  certainly  in 
itfelf  rcafonable  and  efficacious,  art^  from  the  neccffity  of  receiving 
informations  from  the  mcaneft  and  moft  profligate  of  the  people, 
who  were  often  tempted  to  lay  bidd  of  the  opportunities  which  that 
law  put  into  their  hands,  of  relieving  their  wants,  or  gratifying 
their  reicntment  \  and  very  frequently  intimidated  the  innocent  by 
threats  of  accufations,  which  were  not  eafily  to  be  confuted.  They 
wvre  thercdEue  equally  dangerous  to  thofe  that  cAieyed  the  a£t,  and 

t0 

L     ,;<,i:..,G00glc 


4X6  DSttATB      O   U  [ltt.tU 

to  thbfe  ttutjt  dilrtigarded  It;  for  thejr  fometimet  put  dwir  diittuin 
execution,  uid  railed  profccutioos  againft  thofe  who  had  comEiind 
no  other  crime  than  that  of  reeling  to  bribe  them  to  (ileoce. 

An  abufe  (b  notorious,  my  Lords,  produced  a  general  deteftatido 
of  all  informers,  or  at  leaft  concurred  with  other  caufes  to  pcoducc 
It;  and  that  deteftatton  became  fo  prevalent  in  the  minds  oftlR 
pspulace,  that  at  laft  It  became  to  the  higheA  degree  dangerous  to 
attempt  the  convi^on  of  thofe,  vfbo,  in  the  tnoft  open  ind  con- 
temptuous manner,  ever^  day  violated  the  laws  of  dieir  country ;  aoj 
in  time  the  retailers  truHing  to  the  prote&on  of  the  people,  laid  afidi 
kit  cautions,  at  leaft  in  this  great  city,  and  profecuted  their  fonncr 
prance  with  the  utmoft  fecurity. 

1'bis,  my  Lords,  was  the  chief  di^cultj  and  iiutnventeiue  hitherto 
difcoveted  in  the  law  which  is  now  to  be  repealed.  Thus  wis  its 
execution  obftrudted,  and  the  proviftons  enaSed  by  it  made  inef- 
fefhid.  This  defcfl  therefore  ought  to  be  chiefly  regarded  in  inj 
new  regulations.  But  what  fecurities,  my  Lords,  are  provided 
ftgainft  the  fame  evil  in  the  bill  before  us?  Or  why  fbould  we  ima- 
gine that  this  law  will  be  executed  with  left  oppoCtion  than  tiie  (aft  i 
The  informers  will  undoubtedly  be  of  the  fame  clafs  as  before ;  tbcj 
Are  ftj0  to  be  incited  by  a  reward ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  rei* 
IboaUy  ftared,  that  they  will  ad  upon  the  fame  motive;,  and  be  per- 
fec^ited  with  the  fame  fury. 

To  obviate  this  inconvenience  appears  to  me  very  eafy,  by  ecu- 
verting  the  duty  upon  licences  to  a  large  duty  upon  the  liquors  to 
be  paid, fay  the  diftiller;  the  payment  of  which  will  be  carefbllj 
enafled  by  proper  officers,  who,  though  their  employment  is  not  iciy 
reputable,  purfue  it  at  Iraft  without  any  pcrfbnal  danger  j  and  wbo 
inform  their  fuperiors  of  any  attempts  to  defraud  the  revenue,  widi- 
out  being  cenfured  as  officious  or  revengeful,  and  therefore  iR 
without  any  terrors  to  hinder  tiiem  from  their  duty. 

It  has  been  aflcrted,  indeed,  that  the  price  of  a  licence  is  otmb 
imall,  that  none  who  are  inclined  to  deal  in  Qiirits,  will  negIcA  n 
fecure  themfelvce  firom  punifliment  and  vexation  by  procuring  it! 
and  that  no  man  will  fijbjef):  himfelf  to  the  malice  of  a  profligate,  tij 
carrying  on  an  illicit  uade,  «^ich  the  annual  expence  of  tweo? 
fillings  will  make  legal. 

If  this  argument  be  juft,  my  Lords,  and  to  the  greateft  pMi* 
ih'a  AScmbWf  I  believe,  it  will  appear  very  plauliU^  how  wiU  i*^ 
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law  leflen  the  confumption  of  diftiHed  liquors  f — It  is  confefled  that 
it  will  hinder  nobody  from  lelling  them  ;  and  it  has  liccn  found  by 
experience,  that  nothing  can  reftrain  the  peofJe  from  buying  them, 
but  fuch  laws  as  hinder  them  firom  being  fold. 

This  plea,  therefore,  by  removing  an  objeAion  to  a  particular 
claufe,  will  ftrengthen  the  great  argument  againft  the  tenor  of  the 
bill,  that  inftead  of  lellening,  it  will  incr^fe  the  confumption  (rf 
thofe  liquors  which  arc  allowed  to  be  deftruilive  to  the  people,  to 
enfeeble  the  body,  and  to  vitiate  the  mindsj  and  confequently  to  im- 
pair the  ftrengih  and  commerce  of  the  nation,  and  to  deftroy  the 
bappinefs  and  fecurity  of  life. 

That  the  cheapnefs  of  licences  will  induce  multitudes  to  buy 
them,  may  be  expcfted ;  but  it  cannot  be  hoped  that  every  one  wilt 
ceafeto  felt  fpirits  without  a  licence ;  for  they  are,  as  I  am  informed, 
offered  every  hour  in  the  {lre«ti  by  thofe  to  whom  twenty  ibillings 
make  a  very  lai^e  fum,  and  who  therefore  will  not,  or  cannot  pur- 
chafe  a  licence.  Thefe  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  detected  arul  pu- 
nifbed ;  but  there  is  no  proviflon  made  for  difcovering  them,  but 
what  has  been  found  already  to  be  ineffc£hial. 

It  appears  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  will  increafe  the  num- 
ber of  lawful  retailers,  without  diminilhing  that  of  private  dealers ; 
fo  that  the  opportunities  of  debauchery  will  be  multiplied,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  numbers  who  fliall  take  licences. 

There  Is  another  fallacy  by  which  the  duties  upon  diftilled  liquors 
have  been  hitherto  avoided,  and  which  will  ftill  make  this  bill  equally 
ufelefs  as  the  former,  for  the  ends  which  are  to  be  promoted  by  it. 

It  is  expe^ed,  my  Lords,  by  thofe  who  purchafe  fpirits  from  the 
diflillers,  that  they  fliould  be  of  a  certain  degree  of  ftrengtb  which 
they  call  freef:  if  they  are  of  a  lower  degree,  their  price  is  dimj- 
nifhed ;  and  if  of  a  higher,  it  is  raifed  proportionally ;  becaufe  if  the 
fpirits  exceed  the  degree  of  ftrength  required,  they  may  be  mixed 
with  other  liquors  of  little  value,  and  ftill  be  fold  to  the  drinlccr  at 
the  common  price. 

It  is  therefore  the  practice  of  the  diftillers  to  give  their  fpiritj 
tiirice  the  degree  of  ftrengib  required,  by  which  contrivance,  though 
tiwy  pay  only  the  duty  of  one  pint,  they  fell  their  liquors  at  the 
price  of  three ;  becsufe  it  may  be  increafed  to  thrice  the  quantity 
diftilled,  and  yet  reuin  fufficlent  ftrength  to  promote  the  purpofes  of 
wickednefs. 

Vol.  II.  E  «  This 
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This  prailice,  aty  Lordi,  (hoiild  be  likewile  obviated }  for  while 
one  gallon,  after  having  paid  the  pretent  low  duty  which  i>  laid  apoa 
it,  may  be  multiplied  to  three,  the  additional  price  will,  in  the  Imall 
quantities  which  are  ufually  demanded,  become  imperceptible. 

But  to  (hew  yet  Eir^er  the  inefficacy  of  this  bill,  let  us  fuppole^ 
what  will  not  be  found  by  experience,  dut  a  halfpenny  is  added  to 
the  price  of  erery  pint,  it  will  yet  be  very  pra^cable  to  rcrel  in 
drunkenneft  for  a  penny,  fince  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  dicfe  baiefitl 
liquors  is  fufficient  to  intoxicate  thole  who  have  not  been  habituated 
to  the  ufe  of  them ;  who  though  their  reformation  is  undoubtedly 
to  be  defircd,  do  not  lb  much  demand  the  care  of  the  legiflature,  as 
thofc  who  are  yet  untainted  with  this  pernicious  prance,  and  who 
may,  perhaps,  by  the  frequency  of  temptation,  and  the  prevalence 
of  example,  be  induced  in  time  to  tafte  .tbefe  execrable  liquors,  and 
perilh  in  dieir  firll  eflays  of  debauchery.  For  fuch  is  the  quality  of 
thefe  fpiritt,  that  dicy  arc  fomctimes  fiital  to  thole  who  indilcreetly. 
venture  upon  them  without  caution,  and  iriiolc  ftomacbs  have  not 
been  prepared  for  large  draughts,  by  proper  gradations  of  intempe- 
rance ;  a  Tingle  fpoonfiil  has  been  found  fufficient  to  hurry  two  chil- 
dren to  the  grave. 

It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion,  that  lliofe  whole  ftations  and  em- 
ployments make  it  their  duty  to  fuperintend  die  conduA  of  tbor 
fellow-fubjefts,  ought  to  contrive  fome  other  law  on  this  occafion  ; 
ought  to  endeavour  to  relcue  the  common  people  from  the  infatua- 
tion which  is  become  general  amongft  them,  and  towitbhtM  from 
them  the  means  of  wickednefs^  That  inflead  of  complyii^  with 
their  prejudices,  and  flattering  their  appetites,  they  Ihould  exert  tbat 
Authority  with  n^ich  they  are  intruftcd  in  a  fteady  and  refolute  c^ 
pofition  to  iHredominant  vices  j  and  without  having  recoucfe  to 
gentle  arts,  and  temporizing  expedients,  fnatch  out  of  dteir  haBda 
at  once  thofe  inftruments  which  an  only  of  ule  for  criminal  pur- 
pofes,  and  take  from  their  mouths  that  draught  with  vriiich,  however 
delicious  it  may  fecm,  they  poifon  at  once  thcmfelves  and  thdr 
poftcrity. 

The  only  argument  which  can  be  offered  in  defence  of  this  biU^ 
is  the  neceffity  c^  fupporting  the  cxpcnces  cMf  the  war,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty  of  railing  money  by  any  other  method.  The  neceffity  of  the 
war,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  about  to  call  in  queftion,  nor  is  it  very 
confiftcnt  with  my  chata^rto  cxatnioe  the  method  In  which  it  has 

beea 

DolizodbyGoOglc 


4.  I744-3'1        sfiiiTuoffs   tmvovLi.  419 

been  carried  on;  but  tbis  I  can  boldly  aflert,  that  however  juft^ 
however  neceflary,  however  prudently  profecuted,  and  however  fuc- 
csfsfuliy  concluded,  It  can  produce  no  advantages  equivalent  to  the 
national  fobrlcty  and  induftry,  and  am  certain  that  no  public  ad- 
vantage ought  to  be  purchafcd  at  the  expence  of  public  virtue. 

But»  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  are  not  yet  reduced  to  the  unhappy 
choice  either  of  corrupting  our  people,  or  liibmitting  to  our  ene- 
mies ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  fupi^ies  may  be  obtained  by  methods 
le&  periucious  to  the  public,  and  that  funds  fufficienc  for  the  pre- 
fent  occalion  may  be  eftabliflted  without  a  legal  eftabliflunent  of 
dnudxime^. 

I  hope,  toy  Lords,  we  iball  not  fufier  our  endeavours  to  be 
baffled  by  the  obftinacy  of  drunkards ;  and  that  we  fliall  not  dclift 
from  endeavouring  the  recovery  of  the  nadon  from  this  hateful  vice, 
bccaufc  our  firll  attempt  has  failed,  fince  it  failed  only  by  the  negli- 
gence or  the  cowardice  of  thofe  whole  duty  required  them  to  pro- 
mote the  execution  of  a  jufl  law. 

Againfl  the  bill  now  before  us  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  dei 
clare,  as  it  appears  to  me  oppofite  to  every  principle  of  virtue,  and 
every  juft  purpole  of  government ;  and  therefore,  though  I  have  en* 
grofied  fo  much  of  your  time  in  fpeaking  on  a  fiihj^  with  which  it 
cannot  reafonably  be  cxpeded  that  I  fliould  be  well  acquainted,  I 
hope  I  Ihall  eafily  be  pardoned  by  your  Lordflups,  fince  I  have  no 
private  views  either  of  intereft  or  rdentment  to  {Promote,  and  bavc^ 
fpoken  only  what  my  confcience  di&tes,  and  my  duty  requires. 

Lord  Talbot  ibta  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purport : 
— My  Lords,  I  am  afhamed  that  there  £hould  be  any  neceSty  o£ 
(^ipoling  in  this  Ailembly  a  bill  like  diat  which  is  now  before  us  >  a 
bill  crowded  witb  abfuidities,  which  no  ftrengtb  of  eloquence  can 
exaggerate,  nor  any  force  of  reafon  make  more  evident. 

This  bill,  my  Lords,  is  however  the  firft  fffoof  that  our  new  mi- 
niftcrs  have  given  of  their  capacity  for  the  talk  which  they  have  uo. 
dertaken ;  this  is  a  fpecimen  of  their  lagacity,  and  is  defigned  by 
Aem  as  an  infiance  of  the  gentle  methods  by  which  the  expences  of 
the  government  are  hereafter  to  be  levied  upon  the  people.  Th« 
UttOtt  fliall  no  longer  fee  its  manufa^res  fubjeded  to  impofts,  nor 
die  fruits  of  induftry  taken  from  the  laborious  artificer ;  but  drunken-r 
Bcfs  fhall  hereBftw  fupply  what  has  hitherto  been  paid  by  diligence 
and  traffic;  die  reflraints  of  vice  fliall  be  taken  away,  the- barriers 
£  e  3  of 
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of  virtue  and  religion  broken,  and  an  univerlal  HcennauTnels  Sba& 
overfprcad  the  land,  that  the  fchemcs  of  tlic  mimftrj  m^  be 
executed. 

What  are  the  projefls,  my  Lords,  tfaaf  are  to  be  purfued  by  fuch 
means,  it  is  not  my  prefent  purpofc  to  enquire:  it  is  not  nettflaty 
to  add  any  aggravations  to  the  prefent  charge,  or  to  emtnine  wb»t 
has  been  the  former  conduA,  or  what  will  be  the  future  adions  of 
men  who  lie  open  by  their  prefent  propolal  to  the  moft  atrocious 
accufations  ;  who  are  publicly  endeavouring  the  propagation  <^  the 
moQ  pernicious  of  all  vices,  who  are  laying  poifon  in  the  way  <^ 
their  countrymen,  poifon  by  which  not  only  the  body,  but  the  mind 
is  contaminated  -,  who  are  attempting  to  eftablilh  by  a  law  a  praAia 
productive  of  all  the  miferics  to  which  human  nature  is  incident;  a 
practice  which  will  at  once  difpcrfe  difeafes  and  fedition,  and  proantt 
^ggary  and  rebellion. - 

This,  tny  Lords,  is  the  expedient  by  which  the  acuteoefs  of  onr 
miniftry  propofes  to  raife  the  fupplies  of  the  prefent  year,  and  by 
this  they  hope  to  convince  the  nation  that  they  arc  qualified  for  die 
high  trufts  to  which  they  are  advanced ;  and  that  they  owe  tbcir 
exaltation  only  to  iheiuperiorityof  their  abilities,  the  extent  of  riieir 
Itnewledge,  and  the  maturity  of  their  experience:  by  this  maftcf- 
flroke  of  policy  they  hope  to  lay  for  their  authority  a  firm  uid 
durable  foundation,  and  to  pollefs  thcmfelves,  by  this  happy  con- 
trivance, at  once  of  the  confidence  of  the  Crown,  and  the  affic- 
tions  of  the  people. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  fa  little  convinced  of  their  abilities,  diat 
amidft  all  the  exultation  which  this  new  fcheme  produces,  I  viU 
venture  to  prediA  the  decline  of  their  influence,  and  to  fix  the  pe* 
riodof  their  greatnefs;  fori  am  perfuaded,  that  notwithftanding die 
leadincfs  with  which  they  have  hiAcrto  facrrficcd  the  intereft  of  tbeii 
country,  notwithflfinding  the  defperate  precipitation  with  which  tbcy 
have  blindly  engaged  in  the  moft  dangerous  meafures,  they  wiU  Mt 
be  able  to  continue  a  year  in  their  prefent  ftations. 

The  bill  now  under  our  confidcration,  my  Lords,  will  undoubtedly 
make  all  thofe  their  enemies  whom  it  does  not  corrupt ;  for  whtl 
can  be  expefled  from  it,  but  univerfal  difordcr  and  boundlefs  wicked- 
nefsi  Wickednefs  made  infolent  by  the  prote^on  of  the  law,  and 
diforder  promoted  by  all  thofe  whoTc  wealth  is  iacreafed  by  the  iO' 
creafc  of  the  leveoues  of  the  Goveiiiment.  .  . 
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Had  it  been  urged,  my  Lords,  in  defence  of  this  bill,  that  it  was  ' 
necelTary  to  raife  money,  and  that  money  could  only  be  raifed  by 
increadng  the  confumption  of  di(lilicd  fpirits,  it  would  have  been 
ap{>arent  that  it  was  well  calculated  to  promote  the  purpofes  in- 
tended; but  furely,  to  aflert  that  it  will  obflruS  the  ule  of  thcfe 
liquors,  is  to  difcover  a  degree  either  of  ignorance,  of  elirontery,  or 
of  folly,  by  which  few  ftatefmen  have  been  hitherto  dillinguilhed. 

If  we  receive  without  examination  the  eflimates  which  have  been 
laid  down,  and  allow  the  duty  to  rife  as  high  as  thoTe  by  whom  It 
is  projeSed  hare  ventured  to  allert,  the  price  of  thefe  liquors  can 
be  raifed  but  a  halfpenny  a  pint ;  and  there  are  few,  even  among  the 
lowed  of  tbofc  who  indulge  themfelves  in  this  fatal  luxury,  wboio 
the  want  of  a  Itngle  halfpenny  can  oftendebar  from  it. 

And  though  thefe  accurate  calculators  Ibould  infift  that  men  may 
fometirekcs  be  compelled  to  fobricty  by  this  addition  to  the  expencc 
of  being  drunk,  yet  how  iar  will  this  reftratnt  be  found  from  being 
equivalent  to  the  new  temptation,  which  will  be  thrown  into  th6 
way  of  thoufands,  yet  uncorniptcd,  by  the  multitude  of  new  {hops 
that  will  be  opened  for  die  diftribution  of  poilbn,  and  the  fecurity 
which  debauchery  will  obtain  from  the  countenance  of  the  Icgif^ 
lature. 

What  will  be  the  confequences  of  any  encouragement  given  to  a 
vice  already  almoft  irrefiftibly  prevalent,  I  cannot  determine  j  but 
furely  nodiing  is  too  difmal  to  be  expeSed  from  univerfal  drunken- 
nefs,  from  a  general  depravity  of  all  the  moft  ufeful  part  of  man- 
kind, from  an  epidemical  fiiry  of  debauchery,  ajid  an  unbounded 
exemption  from  reilraint. 

How  little  any  encouragement  is  wanting  to  promote  the  con- 
fumption of  thofe  execrable  liquors,  how  much  it  concerns  every 
man  who  has  been  informed  of  their  quality,  and  who  has  fcen  their 
confequences,  to  oppofe  the  ufc  of  them  with  his  utmoft  influence, 
appears  from  the  enormous  quantity  which  the  ftills  of  this  nation 
annually  produce. 

The  number  of  gallons  which  appears  from  the  accounts  on  the 
uble  to  have  been  confiimed  laft  year,  is  feven  millions;  a  quan- 
tity fufficicnt  to  deftroy  the  health,  interrupt  the  labour,  and  deprave 
the  morals  of  a  very  great  part  of  the  nation ;  a  quantity  which,  if 
it  be  fuifercd  to  continue  undiminilbed,  will,  even  without  any  legal 
encouragement  of  its  ufe,  in  a  fliort  time  deAroy  the  bappincfs  9f 
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the  public ;  and  by  impairing  the  ftrength,  and  lefienb^  die  number 
of  manulafturers  and  labourers^  iotroduee  poverty  and  lamine. 

Inftcad  dicrefbre  of  promoting  a  prance  fo  evidently  detrimcntil 
to  fociety,  let  us  oppofe  it  with  the  mod  vigorous  efforts;  let  us 
begin  our  oppolition  by  rejeAing  this  bill,  and  then  confider,  ivbether 
the  execution  of  the  former  law  {hall  be  enforced,  or  whether  ano- 
ther more  efficacious  can  be  formed. 

Lord  CnoLUO (IDE LEY  then  fpoke  to  ihe  following  ei&3 :— My 
Lorus,  Though  it  is  undoubtedly  the  right  of  every  perlbn  in  this 
AfTembly  to  utter  his  fcntiments  with  freedom,  yet  furcly  decency 
ought  to  rellrain  us  from  virulent,  and  jullice  from  undeferved  re- 
proaches ;  we  ought  not  to  cenfurc  any  condud  with  more  Jeverity 
than  it  defervet,  nor  condemn  any  man  for  pradices  of  which  he  is 
innocent. 

This  rule,  which  will  not,  I  fuppofe,  be  controverted,  has  not  in 
my  opinion  been  very  carefully  obfcrved  in  this  debate ;  for  furdy 
nothing  is  more  unjuft  than  to  aflert  or  infinuate  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  looked  idly  upon  the  advances  of  debauchery,  or  has  fnf- 
fered  drunlEeimcfG  to  prevail  without  of^fition. 

Of  the  care  with  which  this  licentioufneis  has  been  t^jpofed,  no 
oiher  proof  can  be  required,  than  the  laws  which  have  in  the  pce- 
fent  re-ign  been  made  againft  it.  Soon  after  the  fucccffion  of  his 
Majefty,  the  ufe  of  compound  fpirits  was  prc^ibited ;  but  this  law 
being  eluded  by  fubftituting  liquors  fo  drawn,  as  not  to  be  included 
in  the  ftatuteK,  it  was  foon  after  repealed ;  and  the  peo[dc  were  for  a 
.time,  indeed,  fufiered  to  drink  diilillcd  liquors  without  reflraint, 
becaufe  a  proper  method  of  refl^raining  them  was  not  eafily  to  be 
found. 

How  difficult  it  was  to  contrive  means  by  v4uch  this  vice  might 
fafcly  be  prevented,  appeared  more  plainly  Toon  agerwards,  when 
the  outrageous  liccntioufnefs  of  the  populace  made  it  neceJIary  to 
coittrlve  fume  new  laiv  by  which  the  ufe  of  that  liquor  might  be 
prohibited,  to  which  fo  much  iitlblcnce,  idlcnefs  and  dillbluuoefe 
wcr^  imputed. 

*l'he  Iaw  which  it  is  now  propoled  to  repeal,  was  then  zcaloufly 
promoted  by  thofe  who  were  then  moft  diftingaifhed  for  their  vir- 
tue and  their  prudence.  Every  man  who  had  any  regard  for  die 
happinefs  of  the  public,  was  alarmed  at  the  inundation  of  licentiouC- 
nefs  that  overflowed  this  city,  and  began  to  ^read  itfelf  to  the  rc- 
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moter  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  it  was  detennineil  that  nothing 
but  a  total  prohibition  qf  diftilled  liquors  could  preferve  the  peace, 
and  reftorc  the  virtue  of  the  nation. 

A  law  was  therefore  made,  which  prohibited  the  retail  of  diftilled 
rpirits ;  and  it  wag  expcSed  that  the  people  would  immediately  re- 
turn to  die  ufe  of  more  innocent  and  healthful  liquors,  and  that  tt)e 
new  art  of  fudden  intoxication  would  be  wholly  fupprefledj  but 
with  how  little  knowledge  of  the  diljwfitions  of  the  nation  this  hope 
was  formed,  the  event  quickly  dilcovtred  i  for  no  fooner  was  the 
darling  liquor  withheld,  than  a  general  murmur  was  raifed  over  all 
parts  of  this  great  city,  and  all  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  tcfti- 
fied  their  difcontcnt  in  the  moft  open  manner.  Multitudes  were 
immediately  tempted  by  the  profpeA  of  uncommon  gain,  to  retail 
the  prohibited  liquors  j  of  thcfe  many  were  dete£ted,  and  many  pu- 
niihed ;  and  the  trade  of  infomtadon  was  fo  lucrative,  and  fo  clofely 
ftdlowed,  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  the  law  would  produce  dw 
effi^  expedcd  from  it,  and  that  the  moft  oblllnate  retailers  would, 
by  repeated  profccutions,  be  difcouraged  from  the  pra£ice. 

But  no  fooner  did  the  people  find  their  favourite  gratification  in 
real  danger,  than  they  unanimoufly  engaged  in  its  defence;  they 
dHcovered  dut  without  informers,  the  new  law  was  without  Opera- 
tion ;  and  the  informers  were  therefore  perfecutcd  by  them  without 
mercy,  and  without  remiffion,  till  at  laft  no  man  would  venture  (q 
provoke  the  refentment  of  the  pc^lace  for  the  reward  to  iriiich  in* 
formation  cntidcd  him. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  one  law  has  been  eluded  by  artifice,  and  ano- 
ther defeated  by  violence  ^  the  practice  of  drinking  fpints,  however 
pernicious,  lliH  continued  to  prevail}  the  magiftrates  could  not  puniffa 
a  crime  of  which  they  were  not  informed,  and  they  could  obtain  no 
information  of  a  prance  vindicated  by  the  populace. 

It  is  not  indeed  to  be  allowed  that  the  cuftom  of  drinking  diftillcd 
■  liquors,  however  prevalent,  has  yet  arifen  to  the  height  at  which 
the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laH  fecms  to  imagine  it  arrived  ^  for 
though  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  feven  millions  of  gallons  are  an- 
nually diftillcd,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  whole  quantity  it 
wafted  in  debauchery ;  fome  is  exhaufted  by  the  neceffities,  and  lbm« 
by  the  convcniencies  of  life ;  a  great  part  is  exported  to  other  coun- 
tries, and  the  diftillery  promotes  many  other  purpc^es  than  thoie  of 
riot  and  licenuoulbeft. 
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That  too  much,  however,  is  ufed  by  the  common  pe<^le,  and  that 
intemperance  has  for  Tome  time  prevailed  in  a  degree  unknown  to 
any  fomier  age,  cannot  be  denied ;  and  therefore  fome  means  of 
jcclaiming  them  ought  to  be  tried.  What  then,  my  Lords,  is  to 
be  done  ?  The  firft  law  was  eluded,  the  fecoiid  is  detied ;  the  firft 
was  executed,  but  produced  no  refhaint;  the  fccond  produces  a  re- 
ftraint  fo  violent,  that  it  cannot  be  executed. 

That  the  prelect  law  is  inefiedlual,  cannot  be  doubted  by  tbofe 
who  aflert,  thai  the  quantity  of  fpiiits  diflilled,  has  every  year  in- 
creafed;  and  there  feems  to  remain  therefore  no  other  choice  than 
that  of  fuffering  this  increafe  to  proceed,  or  to  endeavour  to  prevent 
it  by  new  regulation?.  The  prefcnC  law-ought  to  be  repealed,  be> 
caufe  It  is  ufelefs;  but  furely  fome  other  ought  to  fupply  its  place, 
which  may  be  more  eafily  enforced,  and  Icfs  violently  oppofed. 

The  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will,  in  my  opuiion,  anfwei 
all  the  purpofes  of  the  lafl,  without  noife,  atid  without  diRurbmce. 
By  leffcning  the  price  of  licences,  it  will  put  a  ftcp  to  claudelHne 
retail ;  and  by  railing  that  of  the  liquors,  it  will  hinder  the  coninioa 
people  from  drinking  them  in  their  ufual  excefs.  I'hofe  who  have 
hitherto  loll  their  reafon  and  limbs  twice  a  day  by  their  drunken- 
nefs,  will  not  be  able,  under  the  intended  regulations,  to  commit  the 
fame  crime  twice  in  a  week ;  and  as  the  temptation  of  cheapneTs 
will  be  taken  away,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  next  generation  will  nol 
fall  into  the  fame  vice. 

Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  the  arguments  in  favour  of  this  bill 
are  at  leaft  plaufiblc  and  fpecious;  fi nee  the  defign  appears  to  bt 
worthy  of  this  Aflombly,  ajid  the  method  propofed  fuch  as  may  be 
hoped  to  protluce  the  elfecls  which  the  projcdlois  of  the  bill  defire  j 
and  fince  the  opinions  of  this  Houfe  are  at  leall  divided,  and  the 
other  has  pafTed  it  nimoft  without  oppofition,  we  ought  at  leaft,  in  my 
opinion,  not  to  rejcfl  it  v/ith  precipitation,  but  to  refer  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee, that  it  may  be  fully  confidered ;  and  thofe  obje^ons  whicfa 
cannot  be  anfweted,  removed  by  proper  alterations. 

Lord  Carteret  fpokc  to  the  foDowinir  purport: — My  Lords, 
The  bill  now  under  our  confidcraiion  appears  to  me  to  delerve  a 
much  more  clofcr  regard  than  fccms  lo  have  been  paid  to  it  In  the 
other  Houfe,  through  which  It  was  hurried  with  the  utmqft  preci- 
pitation, and  where  it  was  pafRd,  almoll  without  the  formality  of  a  de- 
bate ^  nor  can  I  think  that  carnednefs  with  which  fome  Lords  fecm 

'  inclined 
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inclined  to  prefs  it  forward  here,  confilVent  with  the  irnportance  t£ 
Ac  cenlequenccs  which  may  be  with  great  icafon  expeiflcd  from  it. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  where  fo  great  a  number  have  formed 
expe^cions  of  a  national  benefit  from  any  bill,  fo  much  deference, 
at  leaft,  is  due  to  their  judgment,  as  that  the  bill  fliould  be  confi- 
dercd  in  a  committee.  This,  my  Lords,  I  admit  to  be  in  other  cafe* 
1  juft  and  lealbnablc  demand,  and  will  readily  allow  that  the  pro- 
pofal  not  only  of  a  confiderabie  number,  but  even  of  any  iingle 
Lord,  ought  to  be  fully  examined,  and  regularly  debated,  accordii^ 
to  the  ufual  forms  of  this  Ailembly.  But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  my 
Lords,  and  in  all  cafcE  like  the  prelent,  this  demand  is  improper, 
becaufe  it  isulelcfs ;  and  It  it  ufelefs,  becaufe  we  can  do  now,  all  that  we 
-can  do  hereafter  in  a  committee.  For  the  bill  before  us  is  a  money  bill, 
which,  according  to  the  prefent  opinion  of  th<:  Commons,  we  have 
no  right  to  amend ;  and  which  therefore  we  have  no  need  of  cod- 
fidering  in  it  committee,  iince  the  event  of  all  our  deliberadons  muft 
be,  that  we  are  either  to  rejeA  or  pafs  it  in  its  prelent  ftate.  For  I 
Itippofe  no  Lord  will  think  this  a  proper  time  to  enter  into  a  coo- 
troverfy  with  the  Commons  foe  the  revival  of  thofe  privileges  to 
which  I  believe  we  have  a  right,  and  fuch  a  controverfy  the  leaft 
attempt  to  amend  a  money  bill  will  certainly  produce. 

To  defire  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  may  be  confidered 
in  a  committee,  is  only  to  defire  that  it  may  gain  one  Hep  without 
oppoTiiion ;  that  it  may  proceed  through  the  form*  of  the  Houfe  by 
flealth,  and  that  the  confideration  of  it  may  be  delayed  till  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Government  fhall  be  fo  great,  as  not  to  allow  time 
for  railing  die  fupplies  by  any  other  method. 

But  this  artifice,  grofs  as  it  is,  the  patrons  of  this  wonderful  bill 
hope  to  obftriiiS  a  plain  and  open  deteflion  of  its  tendency.  They 
hope,  my  Lords,  that  the  bill  fliall  operate  in  the  lame  manner  with 
the  liquor  which  it  is  intended  to  bring  into  more  general  ufe ; 
and  that  as  thofe  that  drink  fpirics  arc  drunk  before  they  are  well 
aware  that  tbey  are  drinking,  the  eSe&s  of  this  law  fliall  be  per- 
ceived before  we  know  that  we  have  made  it.  Their  intent  is  to 
give  us  a  dram  of  policy  which  is  to  be  fwallowed  before  it  is  tafted, 
and  which,  when  once  it  Is  fwallowed,  will  turn  our  heads. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  fliall  be.  fo  cautious  as  to  examine 
the  draught  which  thefe  ftate  empirics  have  thought  proper  to 
offer  us  J  and  I  am  confident  that  a  very  little  examination  will 
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oomince  tts  of  the  pernicious  qualities  of  their  new  [ffeparatioa,  iM 
fhcw  that  it  can  have  no  other  eSe&  than  diat  of  {XMfiiiuiig  ibc 
pablic, 
'  The  law  before  us,  my  Lords,  feenu  to  be  the  cBeA  of  that  jnc- 
tice  of  which  it  is  intended  likewile  to  be  the  cauTc,  and  to  k 
didaied  by  the  Uquor  of  which  it  fb  eficdually  promotet  thedei 
for  fureljr  it  oever  before  was  coned  vcd  by  any  man  intruftcd  widi 
the  adnunilTration  of  public  affairs,  to  raile  taxes  by  the  dcftiadion 
of  the  peq)le. 

Nodiii^,  my  Lordt,  but  the  deftni^on  of  all  tlie  moft  laborieu 
and  vfefiil  part  of  the  nation  can  be  expeAed,  from  the  licence  viii 
h  now  propofed  to  be  given  not  only  to  dninkeniie&,  bat  to  dnnkn- 
nefr  of  the  moft  deteftable  and  dangcroui  kind,  to  the  abufeiivt 
only  of  intoxicating,  b«t  of  poifonous  liquors. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  abfurd  than  to  a&rt,  Aat  dx  dc  cT 
^lirits  will  be  hindered  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  or  indeed  ibtit 
will  not  be  in  a  very  great  degree  promoted  by  it.  For  what  pn- 
dnces  all  kind  of  wickednels,  but  the  profped  <^  impuuly  ntK 
part,  or  the  (bliciution  of  opportunity  on  the  «ther  t  either  cf  Atfe 
have  too  frequently  been  fufficient  to  overpower  the  fenfe  of  mn- 
lity,  and  even  of  religion ;  and  what  is  not  to  be  feared  from  tbcOi 
ndien  they  fhall  unite  their  force,  and  operate  together ;  whentBi^ 
tations  (hall  be  increafcd,  and  terror  taken  away  ? 

It  is  allowed  by  thofe  who  have  hitherto  difputed  on  either  fi^  w 
Ai%  qucftion,  that  the  people  appear  obftinately  enamoured  of  ttiii 
new  liquor ;  it  is  allowed  on  both  parts,  that  this  liquor  cornipts  tbc 
mind,  enervates  the  body,  and  deftrc^s  vigour  and  virtue  «  ••* 
lame  time ;  that  it  makes  thofe  who  drink  it  too  idle,  and  too  ftd^ 
for  work;  and,  while  it  impavcriihes  them  by  the  prefent  cxpcocCi 
difables  them  from  retrieving  its  ill  confequences  by  fubfeqixK 
induftry. 

It  mig^  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  had  dntt  ^ 
■agreed,  would  not  eafily  find  any  occallon  of  difpute ;  nor  wow 
any  man,  unacquainted  with  the  motives  by  which  fenatori^  J** 
bates  are  too  often  influenced,  fufpeA  that  after  the  pernicious  <{<*■ 
lities  of  this  liquor,  and  the  general  inclination  among  the  pecftcv 
the  immoderate  ulc  of  it,  had  been  generally  admitted,  it  couU  be  ifiC' 
■wards  enquired,  whether  it  ought  to  be  made  more  cmimon,  wbe** 
diis  univeri^  thirfl  for  pcnfbn  ought  to  be  encowag^  bj  the  lep** 
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Cure,  and  whether  a  new  ftatute  ought  to  be  made  to  fecure  drankardt 
ID  the  gnUificMion  of  their  appetites. 

To  pretend,  my  Lords,  that  the  defign  of  this  bill  is  to  prevent 
OT  dimiiulh  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  ii  to  trample  upon  common  &nfe,  and 
to  folate  the  rules  of  decency  as  well  as  of  reaibn.  For  when  did 
any  man  hear,  that  a  commodity  was  prohibited  by  licenfiog  its  &te  I 
or  that  to  offer  and  refufe  is  the  fame  aflion  t 

It  is  indeed  pleaded,  that  it  wilt  be  made  dearer  fay  the  tax  irtiich  is 
propoled,  and  that  the  increale  of  the  price  will  diminifh  the  numbers 
of  the  purchafers ;  but  it  is  at  the  lame  time  expe&d,  that  this  tax 
'flaall  fapply  the  expence  of  a  war  on  the  coatiiKnt :  it  is  allerted 
therefore,  that  the  confumption  of  fpirits  will  be  hindered,  and  yet 
diat  it  trill  be  fiidi  as  may  be  expe£ted  to  fiirnifli,  from  a  very  fmall 
tax,  a  reveoite  fiifficient  for  die  fuppoit  of  armiet,  for  the  re>eftabliQi- 
ment  of  the  Auftrian  family,  and  the  refHtfion  t^  the  attempts  df 
France. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  tbefe  expefbtions  are  not  very  eoofiftcnt,  nor 
can  it  be  imagined  that  they  are  both  formed  in  the  fame  bead»  though 
they  may  be  exprefled  by  the  lame  mouth.  It  is  however  fxae  re- 
commendation of  a  ftatefman,  when  of  his  aflertions  one  can  b* 
found  leaibnable  or  true ;  and  in  this  praile  cannot  be  denied  to  our 
prelcnt  miniflers ;  for  thou^  it  is  undoubtedly  &lfi;,  that  this  tax  wiH 
IcSxn  the  conAimptton  of  fpirits,  it  ii  certainly  true,  that  it  wiH  proM 
duce  a  very  large  revenue,  a  revenue  that  will  not  fail  but  with  dw 
people  Arom  whole  debaucheries  it  arifes. 

Our  minifters  will  therefore  have  the  lame  honour  with  their  pre> 
<lcccflbri,  of  having  given  rife  to  a  new  ftind,  not  indeed  for  the 
payment  of  our  debts,  but  for  much  more  valuable  purpofes,  for  the 
exaltation  of  our  hearts  under  oppreffion,  for  the  elevation  of  our 
spirits  amidA  mifcarrlages  and  dibi^intments,  and  for  the  chearfnl 
fupport  of  thofe  debtsj  which  we  have  loft  hopes  of  paying.  T^ey 
are  refolved,  my  Lords,  that  the  nation,  which  noditng  can  make 
wife,  Ihall,  while  they  are  at  its  head,  at  ieaft  be  merry ;  and  fince 
publichapptncfsistheendof  government,  tbeyfeem  to  imagine  that 
they  (hall  deferve  applaufe  by  an  eiqiedient  which  will  enable  every 
man  to  lay  his  cares  aflecp,  to  drown  forrow,  and  lole  in  the  delights 
of  drunlcenncfe  both  the  public  mileries  and  his  own. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  men  of  this  unbounded  benevolence,  and  this 
exalted  genius,  deferve  fuch  honours  as  were  never  paid  before ;  they 
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defenre  to  beftride  a  batt  upon  every  fign-poft  in  the  metropidii^  a 
to  have  their  countenances  exhibited  as  tokens  where  thisliqwxii 
to  be  fold  by  the  licence  which  they  have  procured.  Thej  muSbc 
at  leaft  renneinbcred  to  future  ages,  as  the  happy  politicians  who,  iftct 
all  expedients  for  raifing  taxes  had  been  employed,  difcovered  i  ki 
method  of  draining  the  lafl;  reliques  of  the  public  wealth,  ami  adM 
a  new  revenue  to  the  government ;  nor  will  thofc,  who  fball  here- 
after enumerate  the  feveral  funds  now  eflablilhed  among  us,  iott/i 
among  tiie  benefaiSlots  to  their  country,  the  iUuflrious  authon  of  dx 
drinking  fund. 

May  1  be  allowed,  my  Lords,  to  congratulate  my  countrymen  and 
fellow-fubjeds  upon  the  happy  times  which  are  now  approacbiog, '«, 
which  no  man  will  be  difqualtlied  for  the  privilege  of  being  drank, 
when  all  dtfcontent  and  difloyalty  Ibail  be  forgotten,  and  the pcofi^ 
thougb  now  confidcrcd  by  the  mintAry  as  their  enemies  flull  ac- 
knowledge the  lenity  of  that  government,  under  which  all  reftriinu 
are  taken  away. 

But  to  a  bill. for  fuch  dciirable  purpoles,  it  would  be  proper,  mj 
Lords,  to  prefix  a  [»-eamble,  in  which  the  kindnefs  of  our  intentioDS 
Jhould  be  more  fully  explained,  that  the  nation  may  not  miftike  our 
indulgence  for  cruelty,  nor  cotifider  their  bcnefa3ors  as  their  pcHc- 
cutors.  If  therefore  this  bill  be  oonfidered  and  amended,  (for  whf 
die  diould  it  be  confidered  i)  in  a  committee,  I  Ihall  humbly  propofe, 
that  it  Hiall  be  introduced  in  this  manner :  **  Whereas  the  dcftgns  ti 
the  prefent  miniftry,  whatever  they  are,  cannot  be  executed  widtout 
a  great  number  of  mercenaries,  which  mercenaries  cannot  be  liifW 
without  money ;  and  whereas  the  prefent  difpofition  of  this  nanoo  to 
drunkcnnefs  inclines  us  to  believe,  that  they  will  pay  more  dtxasmf 
■for  the  undifturbed enjoyment  of  didilled  liquors,  than  for  any  o** 
concclBon  that  can  he  made  by  the  government,  be  it  ena&ed,  b;  ik 
King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  that  no  man  (hall  hereafter  be  deniei 
the  right  of  being  drunk  on  the  following  conditions." 

This,  my  Lords,  to  trifle  no  longer,  is  the  proper  preamble  to  iw 
-  bill,  which  contains  only  the  conditions  on  which  the  people  of  tu 
kingdom  are  to  be  allowed  henceforward  to  riot  in  debaucberj,  i" 
debauchery  licenfed  by  law,  and  countenanced  by  the  magiftt»t6i 
for  there  is  no  doubt  but  thofc  on  whom  the  inventors  of  this  tax  M 
confer  authority,  mil  be  dirededto  aflift  their  mafters  in  their  i^ 
to  encourage  the  confumptioD  of  that  liquor  from  which  fuch  h? 
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revenues  arc  expe^ed,  and  to  multiply  without  end  thofe  licences 
which  are  to  pay  an  yearly  tribute  to  the  crown. 

By  this  unbounded  licence,  my  Lords,  that  price  will  be  leflenedf 
from  the  increafe  of  which  the  expe£hitions  of  the  efficacy  of  this  law 
are  pretended  ;  for  the  number  of  retailers  will  leflen  the  value  as  in 
all  odicr  cafes,  and  leflen  it  more  than  this  tax  will  increafe  it.  Be- 
lides,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  at  prefent  the  retailer  expeds  to  be 
pud  for  the  danger  which  he  incurs  by  an  unlawful  trade,  and  will 
not  iruA  his  reputation  or  his  purfe  to  the  mercy  of  his  cudomer, 
without  a  profit  proportioned  to  the  hazard ;  but  when  once  the  re- 
ftraint  fliall  be  taken  away,  he  will  fell  for  common  gain ;  and  it  can 
hardly  be  imagined,  that  at  prefent  he  fubjefte  himfelf  to  informations 
and  penalties  for  lefs  than  fix-pencc  a  gallon. 

The  fpecious  pretence,  on  which  this  bill  is  founded,  and  indeed 
die  only  pretence  that  defervei  to  be  termed  fpecious,  is  the  pro- 
priety of  taxing  vice;  but  this  maxim  of  government  has  on  this 
occalion  been  either  miftaken  or  perverted.  Vice,  my  Lords,  is  not 
properly  to  be  taxed,  but  fupprcfled ;  and  heavy  taxes  are  fometimet 
the  only  means  by  which  that  fuppreffion  can  be  attained.  Luxury, 
my  Lords,  or  the  excels  of  that  which  is  pernicious  only  by  its 
excefs,  may  very  properly  be  taxed,  that  fuch  cxcefs,  though  nop 
jtri^y  unlawful,  may  be  made  more  difficult.  But  the  ufe  of  thcle 
things  which  are  fimply  hurtful,  hurtful  in  their  own  nature  and  in 
every  degree,  is  to  be  prohibited.  None,  my  Lords,  ever  heard  in 
any  nation  of  a  tax  upon  theft  or  adultery,  becaufe  a  tax  implies  a 
licence  granted  for  the  ufe  of  that  which  is  taxed,  to  all  who  ffaall  be 
willing  to  pay  it. 

Drunicennefs,  my  Lords,  is  univerlally  and  in  all  circumftances  an 
evil,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  taxed  but  puniOied}  and  the  means 
of  it  not  to  be  made  eafy  by  a  flight  impoft  which  none  can  feel,  but 
CO  be  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  the  people,  and  fecurcd  by  th« 
heavicft  taxes  levied  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  I  hope  thofe,  to 
whofe  care  the  religion  of  the  nation  is  particularly  configned,  will 
U nan imoufly  join  with  me  in  maintaining  the  neceffity,  not  of  taxing 
vice,  but  fuppreffing  it ;  and  unite  for  the  [ejection  of  a  bill,  by 
which  the  future  as  well  as  prefent  happinefs  of  tbonfands  mult  be 
deflroyed. 

Lord  LoNSDALB  fpolte  as  follows  >— My  Lords,  The  bill  now 
before  us  has,  from  its  fitA  appearance  in  the  other  Houfe,  feemed  to 
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me  of  fucb  importance  u  to  defcrve  ^  graateft  Mtention,  and  to 
demand  the  moft  diligent  enqiury }  and  I  have  therefore  considered  it 
with  uncommon  care,  and  purfued  all  tkofe  cnqutriet  from  which  I 
could  expe^  any  aflifhnce  for  difcovering  its  tendency  and  its  confe' 
quendes*  with  the  niccft  and  moft  anxtoui  vigilance. 

That  my  aRention  and  diligence  may  not  wholly  terminate  in  the 
gratification  of  idle  and  uTcieft  curiolity,  it  it  proper  to  inform  your 
liordlhips  of  their  refult;  by  wbidi  I  hope  to  coDvince  you,  as  I  am 
myfeir  convinced,  that  this  bill  cannot  become  a  law,  without  ea- 
dangering  the  lives  of  thou&nds,  without  dii^iJii^  difinfos  over 
the  nation,  or  without  multiplying  crimes  beyond  die  poffibQity  of 
rcftraint  or  puniflunent ;  that  it  will  fill  Ae  land  with  conAiCoa  fee 
a  time,  by  infatuating  the  pet^,  and  afterwards  lay  it  ddt^te  by 
deftroytng  them. 

AH  my  enquiries,  my  Lords,  liave  had  one  conftant  and  niuform 
tfft&.  On  what  lide  foever  I  have  turned  my  lpeculati<»u,  I  have 
found  new  arguments  againft  this  bill,  and  have  dilcovered  new  mif- 
cbieft  comprised  in  it }  mifchicfs  which,  however  fbme  may  endci- 
vonr  to  overlook  tfaem,  and  others  to  delpUe  them,  will  be  found  in 
a  fliort  time  too  general  to  be  concealed,  and  too  formidable  to  be 
neglcdcd. 

The  firft  conlideration,  in  nrhicb  the  neceffity  of  deliberating  on 
this  bill  engaged  me,  related  to  the  quality  of  the  liquors  which  are 
mentioned  in  it.  Widi  regard  to  this  queftion,  my  Lturds,  there 
was  no  poffibiltty  of  long  fuipence ;  for  the  pernicious  efiefta  of  IJurits 
were  confclled  equally  by  all  thofe  ^o  countenanced  and  oppoftd 
this  new  projed ;  nor  could  any  man  take  a  furvey  of  this  city  widt- 
out  meeting  in  his  way  fuch  objeSs  as  might  make  all  &rther  enquiry 
fuperfluous.  Tlic  idleneCi,  the  infolence,  the  debauchery  of  die  com- 
mon people,  and  their  natural  and  certain  consequences,  pover^, 
dUeafes,  mi&ry  and  wickcdnels,  are  to  be  obferved  without  any  in- 
tention of  indulging  fuch  dilagreeable  Ipeculations  j  in  every  part  of 
this  great  metropolis,  whoever  fliall  pals  along  the  ftreets,  wiU  find 
wretches  Ilretcbed  upon  the  pavement,  infenCble  and  mottoideft,  and 
only  removed  by  die  charity  of  paflengets  from  the  danger  of  being 
cndbed  by  carriages,  or  trampled  by  horfes,  or  ftrangled  widi  filtb  in 
the  common  Icwera ;  and  others  lets  helplefi  perhaps,  but  iBcn 
dangerous,  who  have  drank  too  much  to  fear  punilhment,  but  «* 
enou^  to  binder  them  from  proveluog  U }  irtio  tfaink  lbemielva« 
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in  the  elevation  of  dninkennefi,  entitled  to  treat  all  tfaoTc  wtli  con- 
tempt whom  their  drc&  diflinguilhcs  irom  them,  and  to  refcitf  every 
injury  which  in  the  heat  of  their  imagination  they  fuppofe  theoifelvei 
to  fiifler,  with  the  utmoft  rage  of  refentment,  vicdence  of  rudeoels, 
and  fcurrility  of  ton^ie. 

No  man  can  pafs  a  fingle  hmir  in  public  places  without  meedi^ 
fuch  obje^,  or  hearing  fuch  expreiSons  as  difgrace  human  nature  j 
fuch  as  cannot  be  looked  upon  without  horror,  or  heard  without  in- 
dignation, and  which  there  it  however  no  poffibility  of  rcmovii^  or 
preventing,  wbilft  this  hateful  liquor  is  publicly  fold. 

But  the  vifible  and  obvious  tSeiis  of  thefe  pcratciou*  draughts, 
however  ollenlive  or  inconvenient,  are  yet  much  le&  to  be  dreaded 
than  their  more  flow  and  fecret  operations.  That  exceft  of  diftillcd 
fpirits  inflames  the  poor  to  inToIence  and  fury ;  that  it  expoles  tbcat 
nther  to  hurt  by  making  them  infenfible  of  danger,  ortopuniibmenc 
by  making  them  fcarlefs  of  authority,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  the  moft 
iatal  confcquence  of  their  ufe  ;  for  thefe  etFccts,  though  their  fn- 
qucncy  makes  it  neceflary  to  fu)q>refs  them,  with  regard  to  each  indi- 
vidual are  of  no  long  duration  ;  the  underflanding  is  in  a  (bort  tinne 
recovered  after  a  fingle  debauch,  and  the  drunkard  may  return  to  bis 
employment. 

But  though  the  pleafures  of  drunkennefs  are  quickly  at  an  eitd, 
its  pains  are  of  longer  continuance.  Thefe  liquors  not  only  in- 
btuate  the  mind,  but  poifbn  the  body ;  nor  do  they  produce  only 
momentary  fury,  but  incurable  debility  and  lingering  di&afes ;  they 
not  only  fill  our  llreets  with  madmen,  and  our  prifons  with  crimi- 
nals, but  our  hofpitals  with  cripples,  Thofe  who  have  for  a  time 
infefled  die  public  walks  with  their  infults,  quickly  diftuib  them  with 
tbeir  laiqcntationt,  and  are  foon  reduced  from  bullies  to  beggars,  and 
obliged  to  (blicit  alms  from  thofe  they  ufed  to  threaten  and  infult. 

Nor  does  the.  ufe  of  fjiirits,  my  Lords,  only  impoverilh  ^puUi(% 
by  leflcning  the  number  of  ufeful  and  laborious  hands,  but  by  cutting 
off  thofe  recruiu  by  which  lU  natural  and  inevitable  loflcs  are  to  be 
fii{^ed.  Tfae  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  impairs  the  fecundity  of  the 
human  race,  and  hinders  that  increafe  which  Providence  has  ordained 
for  the  fuppoTt  c^the  world.  Thofe  women  who  riot  in  this  poifonous 
debauchery  are  quickly  difabled  from  bearing  children,  by  bringing 
on  themfelves  in  a  Qiort  time  all  the  infitmitiei  and  weakneSei  of 
■g«  J  or,  what  is  yet  more  deftru&ve  to  general  bappinefs,  produce 
3  cbildren 

Do„z.dbvGoo;ih 


43*  DEBATE       OM  [eIB.  11, 

children  difeafed  from  their  birth  by  the  vices  of  rfieir  parents,  chil- 
dren whole  blood  is  tainted  with  inveterate  2nd  accumulated  mah- 
dics,  for  which  no  cure  can  be  expedcd  ;  and  who  therefore  ire  in 
additional  burden  to  the  community,  and  mud  be  fupponcd  ibrougb 
a  miferable  life  by  that  labour  which  they  cansot  fhare,  and  mufl 
be  proteiSled  by  that  community  of  which  they  cannot  conttibutcu 
the  defence. 

Thus,  my  LcH-ds,  is  the  great  (burce  of  power  and  wealth  dried 
np,  the  numbers  of  the  people  are  every  day  diininiftied,  and  by  con- 
fequence  our  armies  muft  be  weakened,  our  trade  abandoned,  aid 
our  lands  uncultivated.  To  diminifli  the  people  of  any  nation  is  the 
iRofl  atrocious  political  crime  that  it  is  pot&ble  to  commit;  for  it 
tends  not  to  enlUve  or  impoverifh,  but  to  annihilate  ;  not  to  make  1 
■ation  miferablcr  but  to  make  it  lio  longer  a  nation. 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  efFei^ts  of  diftilled  liquors;  effe£ls  of  whicli 
I  would  not  have  (hocked  you  with  the  enumeration,  had  it  not  been 
wkh  a  defign  of  preventing  them  ;  and  furely  no  man  will  be  dizrgeJ 
with  fo  trivial  an  offence  as  negligence  of  delicacy,  when  he  Is  fiai-. 
ing,  not  for  the  honour  or  the  life  of  a  fingle'man,  but  for  the  puce 
of  the  prefent  age,  the  health  of  pofVerity,  and  the  exiilence  of  die 
Britifh  people. 

After  having  examined  the  nature  of  thefe  liquors,  it  is  nitunl 
to  enquire,  how  much  tbey  are  in  ufc ;  whether  mankind  appni  to 
know  their  quality,  and  avoid  and  deteft  them  like  other  poifons; 
or  whether  they  are  confidered  as  inofFenfive,  and  drank  like  ctbcr 
Kquors  to  raife  the  fpirits.  Or  to  gladden  the  heart;  whctbCTibej 
make  part  of  focial  entertainments,  and  whether  they  are  handed  ronnJ 
at  public  tables,  without  any  fufpicion  of  their  fatal  confequences- 

Ic  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  liquors  have  not  bnn 
long  in  ufe  among  the  common  people.  Spirits  were  at  firft  onlj 
imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  were  by  confequence  too  dnf 
for  the  luxuries  of  the  vulgar.  In  time  it  was  difcovered,  that  ^ 
was  pra£ticable  to  draw  from  grain,  and  other  produ<£U  of  our  on 
(oil,  fuch  liquors  as,  though  not  equally  plcafing  to  elegant  pilat" 
with  thofc  of  other  nations,  refembled  them  at  Icaft  in  their  inebriitiif 
quality,  and  might  be  afforded  at  an  cafy  rate,  and  confcqucoii* 
generally  purchafed. 

This  dilcovery,  my  Lords,  gave  rife  to  the  new  trade  of  difiiEiiS 
which  has  been  now  for  many  years  carried  oa  in  this  natron,  ^ 
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of  the  |Hognfs  of  which,  fince  the  duties  were  laid  upon  its  produce, 
an  exad  account  ma^  be  ezSiy  obtained}  which  I  thought  fo  necef- 
brj  io  our  deliberations  on  this  bill,  that  I  have  procured  it  to  be 
drawn  out. 

From  this  account,  mjr  Lords,  it  will  be  difcoTered,  what  cannot 
be  related  without  the  utiDoft  grief,  that  there  has  prevailed  for  many 
years  a  Icind  of  contagious  infatuation  among  the  cc»nmon  peo^de, 
by  which  they  have  been  incited  to  poilbn  themfelves  and  their  chil- 
dren with  diflillcd  fpirits.i  they  have  forlaken  thofe  liquors  which  in 
■  former  times  enlivened  their  converfation  and  exalted  their  merrimcott 
and  inftead  of  ale  and  beer,  rioted  of  late  in  diflilted  fpirits. 

Tht  amazing  increafe  of  the  confumption  of  fpirits  for  the  laft  ten 
years,  is  a  proof  too  evident  of  the  prevalence  of  this  deftru£live  fpe- 
cics  of  drunkennefs ;  and  I  {hall  therefore,  without  troubling  your 
Lordfhips  with  earlier  accounts,  only  mention  in  round  numbers,  the 
vaft  quantities  for  which  the  duty  has  been  paid  for  a  few  years  in 
that  period.  In  the  year  1733,  the  number  of  gallonS'diftilled  was 
three  millions  and  nine  hundred  thoufand,  which  i^i  1735  was  id- 
created  to  five  millions  and  three  hundred  thouiand :  foOn  afterwards 
the  law  was  made  which  we  are  now  perfuaded  to  repeal,  by  the 
execution  of  which,  however  finble  and  irreMute,  the  number  was 
reduced  io  the  firft  year  afterwards  to  three  millions,  and  might  pet- 
(laps  by  fteady  perfevcrance  have  been  every  }-ear  leflened ;  but  in  a 
(bort  time  the  people  prevailed  in  the  conteft  with  the  legiflators,  tbey 
intimidaied  information,  and  wearied  prolecurion ;  and  were  at  length 
allowed  to  indulge  themfelves  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  favourite  vice 
without  any  faithcr  moleAation. 

Thecffeflsof  this  indulgeiKe,  myLoids^  have  been  very  rentarlc- 
able ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  government  betrayed  great  weak-  - 
nefs  in  fu&ri«g  the  laws  to  be  over>ruled  by  drunkennefsj  and  the 
meanefl  and  moll  profligate  o(  the  people  to  fet  the  ftafuces  at  de- 
fiance ;  for  the  vice  which  had  been  fo  fiwbly  oppofed  fprcad  wider 
and  wider,  and  every  year  added  regularly  another  million  of  gallons 
to  the  quantity  of  fpirits  difllUed,  till  in  the  laft  year  they  arofe  to 
fieven  millions  and  one  hundred  thoufand  gallons. 

Such,  my  Lords,  it  at  prefent  the  ftate  of  the  nation:  twelve 
nullions  of  gallons  of  tbefc  poilbnous  liquors  are  every  year  fwallowcd 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  JLingdom  ;  and  this  quantity,  enormous  as 
it  is,  will  probably  every  year  increafe,  till  the  number  ()f  the  people 
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{ball  be  knStiy  diminifbcd  by  the  difeafes  which  it  muft  {Mwlnce ;  nor 
fhall  we  find  any  decay  of  this  pernicious  trade,  but  by  the  general 
mortality  that  will  ovcrfpread  the  kingdom. 

At  leaft  if  this  vice  {hould  be  fuppreiTed,  it  muft  be  fupprefled  by 
fomc  fupeinatural  interposition  of  Providence-,  for  nodiing  is  more 
abfurd  than  to  imagine,  that  the  bill  now  before  us  can  produce  any 
fuch  cSe£t.  For  what,  my  Lords,  encourages  any  man  to  a  crime 
but  fecurity  from  puniftiment,  or  what  tempts  him  to  the  commiffion 
of  it  but  frequent  opportunity  I  We  are  however  about  to  reform  die 
pradice  of  drinking  fpiriis,  by  making  fpirits  more  eafy  to  be  pro-  * 
cured }  we  are  about  to  hinder  them  from  being  bought,  by  exempting 
the  vender  from  all  fear  of  punilhment. 

It  has  indeed  been  atlerted,  that  the  tax  now  to  be  laid  upon 
theic  liquors  will  have  fuch  wonderful  efFcfts,  that  thofe  who  are  at 
prcfent  drunk  twice  a  day,  will  not  be  henceforward  able  to  commit 
the  fame  crime  twice  a  week ;  an  aflertion  which  I  could  not  hear 
without  wondering  at  the  new  difcoveries  which  miniAerial  fagacity 
can  fometimes  make. 

In  deliberations  on  a  fubjed  of  fuch  importance,  my  Lords,  no 
man  ought  to  content  bimfelf  with  coiije£ture,  where  certainty  may, 
at  whatfof^ver  expence  of  labour,  be  attained ;  nor  ought  any  man 
to  neglect  a  careful  and  attentive  examination  of  his  notions  before 
he  offers  them  in  public  confulutions ;  for  if  they  were  erroneous, 
and  no  man  can  be  certain  that  he  is  in  rite  right,  who  has  never 
brought  his  own  opinions  to  the  teft  of  enquiry,  be  expofes  himftlf 
to  be  detected  in  ignorance  or  temerity,  and  to  that  contempt  which 
fuch  detection  naturally  and  jutlly  produces ;  or  if  his  audience 
fubmit  their  reafon  to  his  authority,  and  negled  to  examine  his  aficr- 
tions,  in  confidence  that  he  has  fufliciently  examined  them  himfetf, 
he  may  fuffisr  what  to  an  honell  mind  muft  be  far  more  painfid  than 
any  perfonal  ignominy,  he  may'languiOi  under  the  confctoufnefs  of 
having  influenced  the  public  counfels  by  falfe  declarations,  and  hav- 
ing by  bis  negligence  betrayed  his  country  to  calamities  which  a  clofcr 
attention  might  have  enabled  him  to  have  forcfeen. 

Whether  the  noble  Lord,  who  alledgcd  the  certainty  of  refonn»- 
tion  which  (his  bill  will  produce,  ever  examined  his  own  opinion,  I 
know  not;  but  think  it  necef&ry  at  leaft  to  confider  it  more  particu- 
larly, to  fupply  that  proof  of  it  which,  if  it  be  true,  he  negleded  to 

produce 
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produce,  or  to  (hew,  if  it  be  found  kifty  how  little  confiilent  aSertions 
are  to  be  regarded. 

Between  twice  a  day,  and  twice  a  week,  the  noble  Lord  will  not 
deny  the  proportion  to  be  as  feven  to  one ;  ind  therefore  to  prevent 
drunkennefs  in  the  degree  which  he  perfuades  us  to  exped,  the  price 
of  the  liquor  mull  be  raifed  in  the  fame  proportion  ;  but  the  duty  laid 
upon  the  gallon  will  not  increafe  the  price  a  fifth  part,  even  though  it 
fliould  not  be  eluded  by  diftilling  liquoii  of  an  extraordinary  ftrengthj 
one  fifth  part  of  the  price  is  therefore,  in  his  LordOiip's  eftimate,  equal 
to  the  whole  price  feven  times  multiplied.  Such  are  the  arguments 
which  have  been  produced  in  favour  of  this  bill ;  and  fuch  is  the  dili- 
gence with  which  the  public  happtnefs  is  promoted  by  thole  who  have 
hopes  of  being  enriched  by  public  calamities. 

As  the  tax  will  not  maice  a  fifth  part  of  the  price,  and  even  tliat 
may  be  in  fome  meafure  evaded,  the  duty  paid  for  licences  fcarccly 
deferves  confidcration ;  for  it  is  not  intended  to  binder  retailers,  but 
to  make  them  ufeful  in  fome  degree  to  the  miniftry,  by  paying  an 
yearly  tax  for  (he  licence  of  poifoning. 

It  is  therefore  apparent,  upon  the  noble  Lord's  fuppolition  that 
the  price  of  the  liquor  will  be  raifed  in  confequence  of  this  tax, 
that  no  man  can  be  hindered  from  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  his  ufual 
debauchery,  which  however  would  be  fume  advantage  to  the  public  ; 
but  even  this  fmall  advantage  cannot  be  expelled  from  the  bill,  be- 
caufe  one  part  will  obflnid  the  benefits  that  might  be  hoped  from 
another. 

The  duty  upon  liquors,  however  inconfiderable,  will  be  neceflarily 
an  augmentation  of  the  price  to  the  firfl  buyer,  but  probably  that 
augmenution  will  be  very  little  felt  by  the  confumer.  For,  my  Lords, 
it  muft  be  confidered,  that  many  circumftances  concur  to  conllitute 
the  price  of  any  commodity ;  the  price  of  what  is  in  itfclf  cheap,  may 
be  raifed  by  the  art  or  the  condition  of  thofe  tbat  fell  it  j  what  is 
engroQcd  by  a  few  hands,  is  fold  dearer  than  when  the  fame  quantity 
is  difperfed  in  many ;  and  what  is  fold  in  fecuricy,  and  under  the  pro- 
tcAion  of  the  law,  is  cheaper  than  that  which  expofes  the  vender  to 
profecutions  and  penalties. 

At  prefent,  my  Lords,  diftilled  fpirits  are  fold  in  oppolition  to  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom ;  and  therefore  it  is  reafonablc,  as  has  been 
before  obfened,  to  believe  diat  an  extraordinary  profit  is  expected, 
bccaufe  no  man  will  incur  danger  without  advantage.     It  is  at  pre- 
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ftnt  retailcil  for  the  greateft  part  by  indigent  perCMU,  who  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  buy  it  in  large  quantities,  and  confequcndj  not  it  die 
cbcapcft  i^ate ;  and  wbo  muft  of  necelEty  gala  a  Urge  prc^t,  becaufe 
they  are  ta  fubfift  upon  a  very  fmall  ftock. 

Thefe  caules  concurring,  may  be  cafily  imagtoed  to  raifc  die  price 
more  than  a  fifth  part  above  the  profit  ^^ich  is  expeSed  in  otkr 
traffic  J  but  when  this  bill  fhall  become  a  law,  the  neceffity  of  large 
profit  will  no  longer  fubfift;  for  there  will  then  be  no  danger  in  re- 
tailing fpirits,  and  they  will  be  chiefly  fold  in  houfes  by  perfons  vbo 
can  a^rd  to  purchafe  them  in  great  quantities,  who  can  be  ttuftcd 
by  the  dilliller,  for  the  ufual  time  allowed  in  other  trades  ;  and  wbo 
therefore  may  lei!  them  without  any  exorbitant  advantage. 

Befides,  my  Lords,  it  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  the  prefenl 
profit  to  the  retailer  is  very  great,  fince,  like  that  which  arifes  from 
the  clasddline  exportation  of  wool,  it  is  fufticient  to  tempt  multi- 
tudes to  a  breach  of  the  law,  a  contempt  of  penalties,  und  a  de&um 
ti  the  magi&rates  ;  and  it  may  be  therefore  imagined,  that  there  is 
room  for  a  confiderable  abatement  of  the  price,  which  may  fubtnid 
much  more  than  is  added  by  this  new  duty- 

This  deduction  from  the  price,  my  Lords,  will  probably  be  fooa 
produced  by  the  emulation  of  retailers,  wbo,  when  the  trade  becomd 
&fe  and  public,  will  endeavour  to  attrafk  buyers  by  low  rates;  Ibr 
what  the  noble  Lord,  whofe  ingenious  aflertlon  I  am  now  oppofing, 
has  declared  with  refpeA  to  traders,  that  for  a  Ux  of  a  penny  upon 
any  commodity,  they  oblige  the  confumers  to  advailce  two-pence,  is 
not  iiniverlally  true  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  as  likely,  that  the  people  will 
infift  upon  having  the  fame  liquor  at  the  ufual  price,  without  regard 
to  the  ux,  as  that  the  venders  will  be  able  to  raifc  their  price  in  »> 
nnrcafonable  proportion.  The  obllinacy  of  the  people  with  regard  to 
tiu9  liquor,  my  Lords,  has  already  appeared  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to 
believe,  ihat  they  who  have  confeflcdly  conquered  the  legiflature,  wiQ 
not  fufiirr  themfclves  to  be  overcome  in  the  fame  caufe  by  the  avarice 
of  alehoofe- keepers. 

.  I  am  therefore  confident,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  will  produce  no 
beneficial  efTc^ts  even  in  this  city  ;  and  that  in  the  country,  where 
tbo  fale  of  f|»rlts  was  hindered  by  the  late  law,  or  where  at  leaft  it 
might  have  been  hindered  in  a  great  meafure,  it  will  propagate  wickoi- 
nefs  and  debauchery  in  a  degree  never  yet  known  ;  the  torrent  of 
licentioit&cis  will  break  at  once  upon  it,  and  a  Atdden  freedom  Inn 
,-         .     leftni* 
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icftraint  will  produce  m  wanton  enjoTment  of  privileges  which  had 
never  been  thought  fo  valuable,  had  they  never  been  taken  away. 
Thus,  while  the  crowds  of  the  capital  arc  every  day  thinned  by  the 
licenfed  diftributers  of  poifon,  the  country,  which  is  to  be  confidcred 
as  the  nurfery  in  which  the  human  fpecies  is  chiefly  propagated,  wtU 
be  made  barren  ;  and  that  race  of  men  will  be  intercepted,  which  is 
to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  neighbouring  nations  in  the  next  age, 
vhich  is  to  extend  our  commerce  to  other  kingdoms,  or  repel  the 
encroachments  of  future  ufurpation. 

The  bill,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  produce  none  of  the  advan-* 
tages  which  thofe  who  promote  it  have  bad  the  conRdence  to  promife 
die  public.  But  let  us  now  examine,  whether  they  have  not  been 
more  fagacious  in  fecuring  the  benefits  which  they  expert  from  it 
Uwmfelves'. 

That  one  of  the  intentions  of  it  is  to  raife  a  fum  to  fupply  the 
Vrefent  exigencies  of  the  government  is  not  denied  ;  that  this  is  the 
only  intention  is  generally  believed,  and  bdieved  upon  the  ftrongeft 
realbns ;  for  it  is  the  only  efieA  which  it  can  poffibly  produce ;  and 
to  this  end  it  is  calculated  mth  all  the  fkill  of  men,  long  verfed  in  the 
laudable  ait  of  contriving  taxes  and  of  raifing  money. 

1  have  already  fbewn  to  your  Lordfliipt,  that  feven  millions  of 
gallons  of  fpirits  are  annually  diflilled  in  this  kingdom  ;  this  con- 
fumption,  at  the  fmall  duty  of  fix-pence  a  gallon,  now  to  be  impoled, 
will  produce  an  yearly  revenue  of  175,0601.  and  the  tax  upon  li- 
cences may  be  rated  at  a  very  large  fum;  fo  that  there  is  a  fund 
fufficient,  I  hope,  for  the  expences  which  a  land  war  is  to  bring 
upon  us. 

But  we  are  not  to  forget,  my  Lords,  that  this  is  only  the  produce 
of  thcfirfl  year,  and  that  the  tax  is  likely  to  aSbrd  every  year  a  larger 
revenue.  As  the  confumption  of  thofe  liquors, 'under  its  late  dif- 
couragcments,  has,  advanced  a  million  of  gallons  every  year,  it  mnv 
he  reafooahly  imagined,  that  by  the  countenance  of  the  legilluture,  and 
the  prote&ion  of  authority,  it  will  increafe  in  a  double  proportion  ; 
and  thai  in  ten  years  more,  twenty  millions  will  be  diflilled  every  year 
for  the  deflruftion  of  the  people. 

Thus  far,  my  Lords,  the  fchcme  of  the  miniflry  appears  profper- 

oiK  J  but  all  profperity,  at  leall  all  the  profpcrity  of  difhoncfty,  muft 

in  time  have  an  end.     The  praflice  of  drinking  cannot  be  for  ever 

fontiduedj  becaufe  it  will  hurry  the  prtfcnt  generation  to  the  grave, 

F  f  3  _^         and 
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and  prevent  the  produdion  of  another }  die  revenue  muft  ceale  with 
file  confiimption,  and  the  conTumption  muft  be  at  an  end  when  die 
confumers  are  dcftroyed. 

But  this,  my  Lords,  cannot  fpeedily  happen,  nor  have  our  miniften 
anv  dread  of  miferies  which  are  only  to  (all  in  dilbnt  times  upoa 
another  generation.  It  it  Aifficient  for  them*  if  their  expedient  cm 
fuppty  thofe  exigencies  which  their  counfelt  have  bcought  upon  the 
public }  if  they  pay  thnr  court  to  the  crown  with  fuccefa,  at  what* 
ever  difadvantage  to  the  people,  and  continue  in  power  till  they  have 
enlarged  tbdr  fortune*,  and  then  without  punifluDeot  retire  to  enjoy 
diem. 

But  Lhope,  my  Lords,  that  we  Ihall  a^  upon  very  different  princi- 
plef  ;  that  we  ihall  ei^mine  the  moft  diftant  eonlequcnces  of  oiir 
refolutions,  and  confider  ourfelves,  not  as  the  agents  of  the  crown  to 
levy  taxes,  but  as  the  guardians  of  the  people  to  promote  the  public 
haf^nefs ;  that  we  Ihall  always  remember,  that  happtncis  can  btf 
produced  only  by  virtue  ;  and  that  Cnce  this  bill  can  tend  only  to  die 
increale  of  debauchery,  we  fhall,  without  the  formality  of  a  commit- 
ment, unanimoufly  rejeiS  it  with  indignation  and  abhorrence. 

Lord  Carterbt  fpoke  to  the  following  eikQ: — My  Lords, 
The  bill  now  before  us  has  been  examined  with  the  utmoft  acutenefs, 
and  oppoled  with  all  the  arts  of  eloquence  and  argumentation  ;  nor 
has  any  topic  been  forgotten  that  could  fpccioufly  be  employed  againft 
it.  It  has  been  reprefented  by  fome  as  contrary  to  policy,  and  by 
fibers  as  oppofite  to  religion  ;  its  confequences  have  been  difplayed 
with  all  the  confidence  of  prediction,  and  the  motives  upon  which  it 
haa  been  formed,  declared  to  be  fuch  as,  I  hope,  every  man  abhors 
who  projected  or  defends  it. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  that  this  bill  owes  its  exlflence  only  to  the 
neceffity  of  railing  taxes  for  the  fupporc  of  unneceflary  troops,  to  be 
employed  in  ufelefs  and  dangerous  expeditions ;  and  that  thofe  who 
defend  it  have  no  regard  to  the  happincfs  or  virtue  of  the  people,  nor 
any  other  delign  than  to  raife  fuppiies,  and  gratify  the  miniflry. 

In  purfuance  of  this  fcheme  of  argument,  the  confequences  of  this 
bill  have  been  very  artfully  deduced,  and  very  copioully  explain^ ; 
and  it  has  been  aflerted,  that  by  paffing  it,  we  (hall  ftiew  ourfelves 
the  patrons  of  vice,  the  defenders  of  debauchery,  and  the  promottrs 
of  drunkenneft, 

u 
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It  has  been  declared,  that  in  conlequence  of  this  law,  by  which 
the  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  is  intended  to  be  reftraincd,  the  retailers  of 
them  will  be  multiplied,  and  multifilied  without  end ;  till  the  corrup- 
tJCHi,  which  is  already  too  cxtcnfivc,  is  become  general,  and  the 
nation  is  transformed  into  a  herd  of  drunkards. 

With  regard  to  the  ufes  to  which  the  otonejr  whidi  fiiall  arlfe  from 
this  tax  is  to  be  applied,  though  it  has  been  more  than  once  mentioned 
in  this  debate,  I  Iball  pals  it  over,  as  without  any  cotuw^on  widi 
the  queftion  before  us.  To  confound  difierent  topics,  may  be  ufeful 
to  thole  whole  dciign  is  to  impoTe  upon  die  inattention  or  weaknefs 
c^  their  opponents,  as  they  may  be  enabled  by  it  to  alter  fometimcs 
the  ftate  of  the  coniroverfy,  apd  to  hide  their  fallacies  in  perplexity 
and  confufion,  but  always  to  be  avoided  by  thofe  who  endeavour  to 
dilcover  and  to  eflablifh  truth,  who  dilute  not  to  confound  but  to 
convince,  and  who  intend  not  to  difturb  the  public  deliberations  but 
affift  them. 

I  Ihall  therefore,  my  Lords,  only  endeavour  to  fhow  that  the  con- 
fequence,  of  which  feme  Lords  exprefs,  and  I  believe  with  fincerity, 
fuch  dreadfid  af^rehenfitms,  is  not  in  reality  to  be  (eared  frou  this 
bill,  that  it  will  probably  promote  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is  declared 
to  be  calculated,  and  that  it  will  by  no  means  produce  that  havock 
in  the  human  fpecies  which  fecms  to  be  fufpecled,  or  difiufe  that 
corruption  through  the  people  which  has  been  confidently  foretold. 

The  prefent  flate  of  this  vice,  my  Lords,  has  been  fully  explained 
as  well  by  thole  who  oppofe  the  bill  as  by  thofe  who  defend  it.  The 
ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  is  now  prohibited  by  a  penal  law,  but  the 
execution  of  this  law,  as  of  all  others  of  the  fame  kind,  necelTarily 
fuppofes  a  regular  information  of  the  breach  of  it  to  be  laid  before 
the  magiftrate.  The  people  confider  this  law,  however  jull  or  ne- 
celTary,  as  an  a£t  of  the  moft  tyrannical  cruelty,  which  ought  to  be 
oppofed  with  the  utmoU  fteadinefs  and  vigour,  as  an  infupportable 
fcardfhip  from  which  they  ought  at  any  rate  to  fet  themlclves  free. 

They  have  determined,  therefore,  not  to  be  governed  by  this  law, 
and  have  confequently  endeavoured  to  hinder  its  execution ;  and  fa 
vigourous  have  been  their  efSirts,  that  they  have  at  laft  prevailed. 
At  firft  they  only  oppofed  it  by  dieir  perfeverance  and  obftinacy,  they 
refolved  to  perfift  in  the  practice  of  retailing  liquors  without  regard  to 
the  penalties  which  they  might  incur  by  it ;  and  therefore  as  one  was 
Pftt  to  prifoni  his  place  was  immediately  Supplied  by  another  j  and  fo 
F  f  4  frequent 
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frequent  were  die  informationi  and  fo  ffuidefi  the  penalties,  that  die 
chief  magjllratc  of  the  metropolis  lunented  publicUy  in  the  otfaer 
Houfc,  the  uopleaAng  neceffity  to  which  he  was  fubjed«l  by  that  law, 
of  fining  and  imprironing  without  end,  and  wiUiout  hopes  of  pro- 
curing the  refonnation  that  was  intended. 

Thus  they  proceeded  for  fome  time,  and  appeared  to  hope  that 
die  ntagiftratcs  would  after  a  while  connive  at  a  praSice,  which  they 
ihould  find  no  degree  of  leverity(uffici«Dt  to  fupprelsi  that  they  would 
fink  under  the  fatigue  of  punifbing  to  no  purpole,  that  they  would  by 
degrees  ^lax  their  vigilance,  and  leave  the  peo^Je  in  quiet  poffcffion 
(rf  that  felicity  which  diey  appeared  to  rate  at  fo  high  a  price. 

At  length,  my  Lords,  inftead  of  wearying  the  magillrates,  dicy 
grew  weary  thcmfelves,  and  determined  no  longer  to  bear  pcHecutton 
for  their  enjoyments,  but  to  rcfift  that  law  which  they  could  not 
evade,  and  to  which  they  would  not  fubmit.  They  therefore  deter- 
mined to  mark  out  all  thpfe  who  by  thcjr  inforinations  promoted  it* 
execution,  as  public  enemies,  as  vnrctches  who  for  the  fake  of  i  re- 
ward, carriedonatrade  of  peijury  and  perfecution,  and  who  haraflcd 
their  innocent  neighl^ours  only  for  carrying  on  a  la^ul  employment 
for  fupplying  the  wants  of  the  poor,  relieving  the  wearincfs  of  the 
labourer,  adminiftring  folace  to  the  dejefted,  and  cordials  to  the  iick. 

The  word  was  therefore  given  that  no  informer  fhould  be  fpared } 
and  when  an  offender  was  fummoned  by  the  civil  officen>  crowds 
watched  at  the  door  of  the  magillratc  to  rcfcue  the  prtfoner,  and  tQ 
^ifcoyer  and  leize  the  witnefs  upon  wliofc  teflimony  he  was  convicted ; 
and  unfortunate  was  the  wretch  v^o,  with  the  imputation  of  this 
crime  upon  him,  fell  into  their  hands;  it  is  well  remembered  by 
every  man  who  at  that  time  was  convcrfant  in  this  city,  with  what 
outcries  of  vengeance  an  informer  was  purfued  in  the  public  llrects, 
and  in  the  open  day ;  with  what  exclamations  of  triumph  he  wu 
ftized,  and  with  what  rage  of  cruelty  he  was  tormented. 

One  inftance  of  their  fury  I  very  particularly  remember,  as  a  man 
was  palling  along  the  flrceis,  the  alarm  was  given. that  he  was  an 
.  informer  againO  the  retailers  of  fptrituous  liquors,  the  populace  were 
immediately  gathered  as  in  a  time  of  common  danger,  and  united  in 
the  purfuitas  of  a  bead  of  prey,  which  it  was  criminal  not  to  dcftrojf ; 
the  man  difcoyered,  either  by  confcioufncis  or  intelligence,  his 
)3anger,  and  fled  for  his  life  with  the  utmoJl  precipiution ;  but  no 
houfckeeper  durft  afford  him  ibeltcr,  the  cry  incieafcd  upon  hitn  on 
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all  hands,  and  the  populace  rolled  on  after  him  with  a  torrent  not  to 
be  Tcfided  ;  and  he  was  upon  the  point  of  being  overtaken,  and  like 
fomc  others  deflroyed,  when  one  of  the  greateft  pcrfons  in  the  nation, 
hearing  the  tumult,  and  enquiring  the  reafon,  opened  his  doors  to 
the  dillrefled  fugitive,  and  Iheltered  him  from  a  cruel  death. 

Soon  afterwards  there  was  a  {lop  put  to  all  information;  no  man 
dared  afterwards,  for  the  fake  of  a  reward,  expofe  himfelf  to  the  fary 
of  the  people,  and  tiie  ufe  of  thefe  deftru£tive  liquors  was  no  longer 
obftru^d.  How  much  the  practice  of  this  kind  of  debauchery  pre- 
vailed, afia  diis  fhort  reftraint,  and  how  much  the  confumption  of 
tbcfe  deftrudive  liquors  has  increafed,  the  noble  Lord  who  Ipoke 
laft  has  very  accurately  informed  us,  nor  can  any  argument  be  o^red 
f(H-  the  prelent'  bill  more  ftrong  than  that  which  his  computations 
have  already  furnilbed. 

For,  if  it  appears,  my  Lords,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  after  fudi 
authentic  teftimontes,  that  (even  millions  of  gallons  of  fpicits  are 
every  year  confumcd  in  this  kingdom*  and  that  of  thcfe  far  the 
greatefl  quantity  is  walled  la  the  moft  flagitious  and  deftru£Hve  de- 
bauchery ;  it  is  furely  at  length  necellary  to  conflder  by  what  means 
this  confumption,  which  cannot  be  Hopped,  may  be  leflened,  and 
this  vice  obftrufled,  which  cannot  be  reformed. 

By  opening  a  fuificient  number  of  liccnfed  fhops,  the  number  of 
unlicenfed  retailers  will  be  neceOaiily  leflened,  and  by  railing  the 
price  of  the  liquor,  the  quantity  which  the  poor  drink,  muft  with 
equal  certainty  be  diminifhcd ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  imagii.ed  that  the 
number  of  diole  who  will  pay  annually  for  licences,  can  be  equal  to 
that  of  the  petty  traders,  who  now  dlfpofe  of  fpirits  in  cellars  and  in 
the  llrects  ;  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  that  fmce  there  will  be  fewer 
fellers,  lefs  will  be  fold. 

Some  Lords  have  indeed  declared  their  fufpicion,  that  the  number 
of  licenfed  ihops  will  be  fuch  as  will  endanger  the  health  of  the 
people,  and  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  one  has  fo  far  in- 
dulged his  imagination,  as  to  declare  that  he  experts  fifteen  hundred 
ibops  to  be  fet  open  for  the  fale  of  fpirits,  in  a  (hort  lime  aficr  the 
publication  of  this  law. 

If  it  be  anfwered,  that  no  fpirits  can  be  fold  but  by  thofe  who  keep 
a  houfc  of  public  entertainment  by  a  licence  from  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  the  opponents  of  the  bill  have  a  reply  ready,  that  the  juftices 
^ill  take  all  opportunities  to  promote  the  incrcafc  of  the  revenue,  and 
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will  always  grant  a  licence  when  it  is  demanded,  without  r^rd  to 
the  mifchiefs  that  may  arifc  from  the  incrcafe  of  the  retreats  of  idk- 
ncfs  and  receptacles  of  vice  ;  and  that  therefore  to  allow  juftices  to 
grant  licences  for  the  retail  of  any  commodity  upon  which  a  tax  it 
laid,  is  to  permit  the  falc  of  it  without  limits. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  argument  will  vanifli,  when  it  is  -confidered 
that  thofe  juftices  to  whom  the  law  commits  the  fuperintendency  of 
public  houfes,  are  fupertntended  themfelves  by  men  who  derive  ibdr 
authority  from  a  higher  power,  and  whofe  cenfures  are  more  fbrmida- 
.  ble  than  judicial  penalties.  The  conduA  of  the  juftices,  my  Lords, 
as  of  every  other  pcrfon,  lies  open  to  the  obferwation  of  the  reverend 
clergy,  by  whofe  counfcls  it  is  to  be  regulated,  and  by  whofe  ad- 
monitions it  ought  to  be  reformed ;  admonitions  which  cinnot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  without  force  from  men  to  whom  the  great  proviiice 
of  preaching  virtue  and  truth  is  committed,  and  whole  profeffioa  is 
fo  much  reverenced,  that  reputation  and  infamy  are  geocrally  in 
their  power. 

Should  the  juftices,  my  Lords,  abufe  their  authority,  either  for  the 
incrcafe  of  the  revenue,  or  any  odiei  purpofe,  what  coiild  they  txpt£t 
but  to  be  marked  out  on  the  next  day  of  public  worihipfor  reproach 
and  derifion  ?  What  could  they  hc^  but  that  their  crimes  fhould  be 
dirplayed  in  the  moft  odious  view  to  their  neighbours,  their  children 
and  their  dependants  ^  and  that  all  thofe  from  whom  nature  or  iniereft 
teaches  them  to  dcfire  friendfliip,  reverence,  or  efteem,  will  be 
taught  to  confider  tliem  as  the  flaves  of  power  and  the  agents  o^ 
vilUiny,  as  the  propagators  of  debauchery,  and  the  enemies  of 
manicind  ? 

There  is,  therefore,  my  Lords,  reafon  to  hope  that  the  bill  may 
be  ulcful,  becaufe  it  will  be  hindered  from  being  detrimental  %  and  as 
there  is  an  abfolute  necelHty  of  doing  fomething,  and  no  better 
method  can  at  prefent  be  propofed,  I  think  this  ought  not  to  be 
rejei^ed.  We  have  found  by  experience  that  the  public  is  not  to  be 
reformed  at  once,  and  that  the  progrcls  from  corruption  to  reforma- 
tion  muft  be  gradual ;  and  as  this  bill  enforces  fome  d^recs  of 
amendment,  it  is  at  leaft  more  eligible  than  the  prefent  law,  whick 
is  wholly  without  elFect,  becaufe  no  man  will  dare  to  put  it  in 
execution. 

Every  man  muft  be  convinced  by  his  own  experience  of  Ate  £f- 
liculiy  with  which  long  habits  are  furmounted,     I  myfelf  fuller  feme 
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indulgence  which  yet  I  cwnot  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  forbear  -,  this 
indulgence  is  the  u(e  of  too  much  OiufF,  to  which  it  is  wall  known 
that  many  perfons  of  rank  are  not  lefs  addidled  ;  and  therefore  I  do 
not  wonder  that  the  law  is  inef{ediial,  which  is  to  encounter  with 
the  habirs  and  appetites  of  the  whole  mafs  of  the  common  people. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  approve  what  has  been 
recommended  in  this  debate,  any  new  law  that  may  put  the  enjoy- 
incnt  of  this  liquor  yet  farther  froin  diem,  by  bcilitating  profccutions, 
or  enforcing  penalties,  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  natural  force  of 
the  people  is  fuperior  to  the  law,  and  that  their  natural  force  will  be 
exerted  for  the  defence  of  their  dairliog  fpirlts,  and  the  whole  nation 
be  {haken  with  univerlal  fedidon. 

It  hai  been  otjeded  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  tax  now  propofed 
is  fuch  as  never  was  raifcd  in  any  government,  becaufe,  though 
luxury  may  confefledly  be  taxed,  vice  ought  to  be  conftantly  fup- 
prefled ;  and  this,  in  his  t<*rd{bip's  opinion,  is  a  ux  upon  vice. 

His  Lordlbip's  diftin^on  between  luxury  and  vice,  between  the 
life  of  things  unlawful,  and  the  excels  of  things  lawful,  is  undoubt- 
edly jufl,  but  by  no  means  applicable  on  this  occafitn ;  nor  indeed 
has  the  noble  Lord  with  all  his  art  been  able  to  apply  it ;  for  he  was 
obliged  to  change  the  terms  in  bis  argument ;  and,  inllead  of  calling 
this  tax,  a  tax  upon  fltong  liquors,  to  Higmacife  it  with  the  odious 
appellation  of  a  tax  upon  drunkennels. 

To  call  any  thing  what  it  really  is  not,  and  then  to  ccnfurc  it,  is 
very  eafy ;  too  eafy,  my  Lords,  to  be  done  with  fuccefs.  To  con- 
fute the  argument  it  is  only  necellary  to  obferve,  that  tiiis  tax  is  not 
a  tax  upon  drunkennefs,  but  a  tax  laid  upon  firong  liquors  for  the 
prevention  of  drunkennefs  ;  and  by  confequence,fuch  as  f;il]s  within 
the  compafs  of  his  own  definition. 

That  it  is  not  a  tax  upon  luxury  cannot  be  inferred  from  the  in- 
digence of  thofe  whom  it  is  intended  to  reform  ;  for  luxury  is,  my 
Lords,  ddmoium  pajjidinlis,  of  difFerent  kinds,  In  proportion  to  dif- 
fi:szi1t  conditions  of  life,  and  one  man  may  very  decently  enjoy  thofe 
delicacies  or  pleafurei  to  which  it  woul^i  be  foolifh  and  criminal  in 
another  to  afpirc.  Whoever  fpends  upon  fuperilujties  what  he  muft 
want  for  the  neceffities  of  life,  is  luxurious  j  and  excefs  therefore  of 
diftilled  fpirits  maybe  termed  with  the  uimoft  propriety  the  luxury  of 
(he  poor. 

This, 
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This,  my  Lords,  appeared  to  be  the  ofnnion  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  fpoke  (o  copioufly  on  diis  quellion  at  the  beginning  of  the  ic> 
bate ;  of  this  opinion  was  the  Rev.  Prelate  when  he  obfcrved,  dot 
ntcijfay  itfefmas  btcnru  hixurieusy  and  of  thii  opinion  mufl:  every  nan 
be  who  advifcs  fuch  a  duty  to  be  laid  upon  tbcfe  liquon  as  maju 
once  debar  tbe  poor  from  the  ufe  of  them  ;  for.  fuch  a  propolal  evj* 
dently  fuppofes  diem  unneceflary,  and  all  enjoyment  <tf  thii^  not 
neceflary  is  a  degree  of  luxury. 

To  tax  this  luxury,  which  is  perhaps  the  moft  pernicious  of  iH 
odiert,  is  now  propofed  ;  but  it  is  pr^x^ed  to  tax  it  only  to  fiipprefs 
it,  to  fnppreft  it  by  fuch  flow  degrees  as  may  be  borne  by  the  peo{Je ; 
and  I  hope  a  law  fo  faluury  will  not  be  oppofed  ooly  becaufe  it  may 
afford  the  government  a  prefent  fupply. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  then  rt^  up  and  fpoke  to  the  following 
etkGt :— My  Lords,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  debate  would  htn 
been  much  fliortcr,  bad  not  the  noble  Lftrds  who  have  fpoken  in  it 
fuffered  themfdves  to  be  led  away  cither  by  their  own  aeal,  or  the 
zeal  of  their  opponents  from  the  true  ftate  of  the  queftion,  to  iriiich 
I  (hall  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  their  attention,  that  this  importaot 
controveriy  may  have  at  length  an  end. 

The  point,  the  only  point  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  now  to  be  confi- 
dered,  is  this :  The  people  of  this  nation  have  for  fometlme  pra^lcd 
a  moft  pernicious  and  hateful  kind  of  debauchery ;  againfl:  which  feve- 
ral  laws  have  been  already  made,  which  experience  has  Ihewn  to  be 
fo  far  without  cfFc£t,  that  the  difordcr  has  every  year  increafed  among 
them  J  [whiU  the  Duh  wai fpiaking,  the  Bi/hep  ef  Oxford  faid,  with- 
out hitenlJea  tobt  overheard.,  "  Yes,  that  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe," 
iipon  which  the  Duke  Jlapped,  and  ajked  whether  his  Lordjhtp  bed  laj 
chjeSIian  to  make,  who  anfwered  that  he  had  no  dejign  of  interriipting 
him  i  and  he  therefore  proceeded."}  A  new  lawthercfore  is  propofed  Ws 
fcverc  indeed  than  the  former,  but  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  for  that 
reafon  more  efficacious ;  this  law  having  palled  through  the  orfier 
Houle,  is  now  in  the  common  courfc  of  our  procedure  to  be  cOo- 
fidercd  by  us  in  a  Committee. 

We  arc  now,  my  Lords,  therefore  to  refolve,  whether  a  bUl  fi» 
the  reformation  of  this  flagrant  vice  defervcs  any  farther  dcliberatior., 
whether  we  fliaR  join  wiih  the  other  Houfe  in  their  endeavours  t<j 
reftore  (he  ancient  fobriety  and  virtue  of  the  Britifli  people,  or,  by  it 
open  difappiobation  of  their  attempt,  difcouiage  them  from  ptofc- 
,--  I        «utias 
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cuting  their  defign,  and  debar  them  from  uling  the  c^>portunitiei 
that  fucceeding  years  may  ai&rd,  sod  the  new  lights  which  expe- 
rience may  fupply  for  improving  this  el&y,  however  imperfe^  to  a 
ialutary  and  unexceptiuuble  law. 

The  prelates  whoic  laudabk  zeal  for  the  procootion  of  virtuft 
has  prompted  them  to  diftinguifli  themlelves  on  this  occafion  by  an 
uncommon  warmth  of  oppofition,  ought,  as  they  appear  fully  fen-' 
nble  of  the  calamities  which  intemperance  brings  upon  mankind,  to 
confider  likewilc  the  coulequences  of  refuGng  to  examine  in  a  Com- 
mittee a  Bill  profelTedly  drawn  up  to  reflram  intemperance.  They 
ought  to  remember,  that  by  re^e^ng  this  Bill  without  a  particular 
examination  of  "die  feveral  claufes  which  it  conuins^^nd  without 
thofc  particular  objedions  which  fuch  examinations  neceflarily  pro- 
duce, we  fhall  difcover  a  contempt  of  the  wifdom  or  virtue  of  the 
other  Houfe,  which  may  incli^ie  them  in  their  turn  to  ohftrud  the 
meafuresof  the  government,  or  at  leaft  to  negle£t  that  evil,  however 
great,  for  the  redrels  of  which  they  have  no  reafon  to  expe^  our 
concurrence. 

Thofe  whole  particular  province  it  is  to  inrpcA  the  lives  of  the 
people,  to  recal  them  from  vice,  and  ftrengthen  them  in  virtue,  ' 
fliould  certainly  refle<5ton  this  occafion,  that  the  b&Sk  method  ought 
to  be  chofen ;  and  therefore  that  this  bill  ought  to  be  promoted } 
becaufe,  not  to  afiirra  too  much,  it  is  polCble  that  it  may  produce - 
fomc  degree  of  reformation ;  and  the  worft  that  can  be  feared  is, 
that,  like  the  prefent  law,  it  will  be  ifKlTefhia] ;  for  the  corruption 
and  licentioulnc^  of  the  people  are  already  fuch,  that  nothing  can  ' 
increafe  them. 

The  Biffaop  of  Sa&um  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofc :— My 
Lords,  lam  ib  far  from  being  convinced  bythe  arguments  of  the  noble 
Duke,  that  the  bill  now  before  us  ought  to  be  committed  without 
&rther  oppofition,  that,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  can  be  more  un< 
worthy  of  the  honour  of  this  Houfe,  or  more  unfuitaUe  to  the  cha- 
ndler which  thofe  who  fit  on  this  bench  ought  to  delire,  than  to 
agree  to  any  vote,  which  may  have  the  mod  diftant  appearance  of 
approbation. 

That  a  bill  drawn  up  for  the  reformation  ^  manners,  for  the  re> 
Araint  of  a  predominant  and  deftrudive  vice,  for  the  promotion  of 
virtue,  and  the  enforcement  of  religion,  ought  at  leaft  to  be  calmly 
and.  particularly  conlldcred,  that  the  laudable  endeavours  of  the 
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Cotnmons  ought  not  to  be  dilcouraged  by  a  precipitate  and  con- 
temptuous  rejeSion  of  the  Tneafures  which  they  have  fbrmej  for  the 
Mtainment  of  a  putpofe  lb  importsnt,  is  indeed  a  fpecious  and  pUn- 
fible  method  of  perfuafion ;  but,  my  Lords,  it  can  affe£t  only  thole 
who  come  to  deliberate  upon  this  bill  without  having  read  it. 

A  very  flight  and  curfory  perufal  of  the  bill,  my  Lords,  will  &■ 
fipate  alt  the  mills  which  eloquence  can  raiJe ;  it  will  fliew  that  ^ 
law  now  propofed  can  neither  be  ufefiil  nor  inefieAual,  but  that  it 
muft  operate  very  powerfully^  though  in  a  manner  by  no  meast 
agreeable  to  its  title. 

To  prevent  the  exceffive  ufe  of  any  thine;,  by  allowing  it  to  be 
fold  without  reftraint,  is  an  expedient  which  the  wifdom  of  no  for- 
mer age  ever  difcovered;  it  is  indeed  a  fallacy  too  grofstobeul- 
mitted,  even  by  the  moft  inconfidcrate  negligence,  or  the  moft  coa- 
temptuous  ftupidity ;  nor  am  I  at  all  inclined  lo  believe  tbit  'ix 
Commons  will  impute  the  reje^on  of  this  bill  to  our  di&egard  of 
virtue,  or  think  that  we  have  deleated  any  endeavours  for  tbe  fop- 
prelBon  of  wickednefs. 

It  hat  been  afGrmed,  that  though  by  the  bill  the  fale  is  permtttd^ 
it  is  permitted  only,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  hindered ;  and  that  the  price 
is  taifed  fo  high,  that,  though  the  lawful  venders  may  be  multiplied, 
tbe  number  of  the  purcbafers  mull  be  diminiflied.  But  even  this 
argument,  like  all  others  that  have  yet  been  advanced,  is  coirfutcJ 
by  the  bill  itfelf,  from  which  the  tax  now  propofed  appears  to  be 
fuch  as,  when  fubdivided  by  the  fmall  meafures  in  which  retaibs 
fell  thefc  liquoES,  will  fcarcely  be  perceived,  and  which,  duMgh  it 
may  enrich  the  Government,  will  not  impoverilh  the  pec^e,  cKCft 
by  deftroying  their  health,  and  enervating  their  limbs. 

The  tax,  my  Lords,  even  fuppofing  it  paid  without  any  method 
of  evaiion,  is  fo  low,  that  in  a  quarter  of  a  {unt,  the  quantity  whiih 
the  lower  people  ufually  demand  at  once,  it  docs  not. amount  tou/ 
denomination  of  m9ney;  and  fo  fmall  an  addition  will  be  etfilj  j 
overbalanced  by  the  fale  of  a  larger  quantity  than  fbrmedy;  f«* 
cannot  be  doubted  but  the  pradice  which  prevailed  in  opfo&ooa  to 
the  law,  will  grow  yet  more  predominant  by  its  encouia{;etiKi>'i 
and  that  therefore  the  advanugc  of  a  large  and  quick  fale  will  leva 
the  price  more  than  fo  flight  a  tax  can  poffibly  increafe  it. 

The  noble  Duke  has  endeavoured  to  reduce  us  to  difficulties,  bj 
urging,  that  {ince  the  corruption  of  tbe  people  caimotbe  2rcater,W 
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ought  willingly  to  agree  to  any  law,  oi  which  the  tide  declares  ^at . 
it  is  intended  to  produce  a  reformation,  bccaufe  the  woift  that  can 
be  fi:arcd  is,  that  it  may  be  without  efka. 

But,  my  Lords,  fuch  is  the  eiKH-mous  abTurdity  of  this  bill,  that 
no  pica  can  be  offered  for  it  with  the  leaft  appearance  of  rcafon ; 
and  the  greateft  abilities,  when  they  arc  exerted  in  its  defence,  are 
able  only  to  (hew  by  fruitlefs  efforts  that  it  cannot  be  vindicated. 
If  the  ftat«  of  the  nation  be  really  fuch  as  has  been  fupopfed,  if  the 
.  moft  deteftahle  and  odious  vice  has  ovcrfpread  the  kingdom  to  its 
utmoft  limits,  if  the  people  are  univerfally  abandoned  to  drunken- 
nefs,  floth  and  villainy,  what  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  trifle  with 
doubtful  experiments,  and  to  make  laws  which  mull  be  fufpe^ed  of 
inefficacy  ?  In  the  difeafes  of  the  ftate,  as  in  thofe  of  the  body,  the 
force  of  the  remedy  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  (Irtngth  and 
danger  of  the  difeafe ;  and  furcly  no  political  malady  can  be  more 
(brmidablc  than  the  prevalence  of  wickednefs,  nor  can  any  time 
require  more  firmnefs,  vigilance,  and  aflivity  in  the  legiflative 
power. 

That  the  law,  therefore,  may  be  without  effeft,  is,  in  the  prefent 
flate  of  corruption,  if  it  has  been  truly  reprcfentcd,  a  fufficient  rea- 
fon  for  reje^ng  it,  without  allowing  it  to  be  committed ;  becaufe 
there  is  now  no  time  for  indulgence,  or  for  delays:  a  nation  uni- 
verfally corrupt,  muft  be  fpeedily  reformed,  or  fpeedily  ruined.  Thole 
habits  which  have  been  confefled  to  be  already  too  powerfiil  for  the 
laws  now  in  being,  may  in  a  {bort  time  be  abfolutely  irrefiflible ; 
and  that  licentloufnefs  which  intimidates  the  officers  of  juftice,  may 
in  another  year  infult  the  legiflature. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  yet  willing  to  hope  that  the  noble  Duke's 
account  of  the  wickednefs  of  the  people,  was  rather  a  rhetorical 
exaggeration  uttered  in  the  ardour  of  difpute,  than  a  fliiA  affcrtion 
of  ^£ts  i  and  am  of  opinion  that,  though  vice  has  indeed  of  late 
fpread  its  contagion  with  great  rapidity,  there  are  yet  great  numbers 
uninfeded,  and  cannot  believe  that  our  condition  is  fuch,  as  that 
nothing  can  make  it  more  miferahle. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country,  my  LordSj  thefe  liquors  have  not 
yet  been  much  ufed,  nor  is  it  likely  that  thole  who  have  never  fold 
them,  when  the  law  allowed  them,  will  begin  an  unnccellary  trade, 
when  it  will  expofe  them  to  penalties.  But  a  new  law  in  favour  of 
Jpirits  will  produce  a  general  inclinatioo,  and  a  kind  of  emulation 
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will  incite  evtry  one  to  take  2  licence  for  the  retail  of  tbii  m 
liquor  i  and  fo  every  part  of  the  kingdom  will  be  equally  debauched, 
and  no  place  will  be  without  a  vender  of  ftatutable  poilbn.  Tbc 
luxury  of  the  vulgar,  for  luxury,  in  my  opinion,  it  may  very  pro- 
perly be  called,  will  ftili  increale,  and  vices  and  difeafes  will  incTcafc 
with  it. 

There  is  at  lealf  one  part  of  the  nation  yet  unuintcd,  i  part 
iriiich  deferves  the  utmoft  care  of  the  legislature,  and  which  muS 
be  endangered  by  a  law  tike  this  before  us.  The  chitdien,  m; 
Lords,  to  whom  the  afiairs  of  the  prefent  generation  muft  be  tratt- 
forred,  and  by  whom  the  nation  niuft  be  continued,  are  fuielf  00 
igni^le  part  of  the  public.  They  are  yet  innocent,  and  it  is  out 
province  to  take  care  that  they  may  in  time  be  virtuous ;  we  onglit 
therefore  to  remove  from  before  them  thde  examples  that  may  in* 
fed,  and  tbolc  temputions  that  may  corrupt  them.  Weougfattt 
reform  their  parents,  left  they  fliould  imitate  them ;  and  to  deSnf 
tbofe  provocatives  to  vice,  by  which  the  prefent  geiteration  b»  ixn 
intoxicated,  left  they  ftiould  with  equal  force  operate  upon  die  oat. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  occafion,  my  Lords,  for  any  Airdter  deli- 
beration upon  this  bill ;  which,  if  the  nation  be  yet  in  any  part  uu- 
Minted,  will  \n(e&  it ;  and  if  it  be  univerfally  corrupted,  wiH  bin 
no  tendency  to  amend  it ;  and  which  we  ought  for  thcfe  reaiboi » 
reject,  diat  our  abhorrence  of  vice  may  be  publicly  known,  and  tbt 
no  part  of  the  calamities  which  wickedncfs  muft  produce,  may  be 
imputed  to  ut. 

Lord  DtLAWAR  then  fpoke  to  the  following efio^: — MyLo^ 
As  I  am  entirely  of  o]inion  that  a  more  accural?  examinatica  t' 
-this  bill  will  evince  its  ufcfuliK&  and  propriety  to  many  of  the  Lord) 
who  are  now  moft  ardcm  in  oppoGng  it,  I  cannot  but  think  it  »• 
ceftary  to  confidei  it  in  a  Committee. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  is  intended  f* 
two  purpolcB  <^  very  great  intpwiance  to  the  puUic  ;  it  is  if6gaii 
•  that  the  liberties  of  mankind  fliall  be  (ecured  by  the  fame  pronfiwi 
by  v^ich  the  vices  of  our  own  peofde  are  to  be  reclaimed,  and  faf 
plies  for  carrying  on  the  war  fliall  be  r'aiied  by  a  reformaOMi  of  At 
manners  of  the  people. 

This,  my  Lords^  is  fwely  a  great  and  generous  deCgn  j  this  iii 
complication  of  public  benefits,  wordiy  the  moft  exalted  virtue^  >■ 
tbs  moft  refined  policy ;  and  though  a  bill  in  wbidi  viewt  fi>  it"* 
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are  to  be  reconciled,  fhould  appear  not  to  be  abfolutely  perlcd^  it 
.  muft  yet  be  allowed  to  deferve  regard ;  nor  ought  we  to  njc& 
without  very  cautious  deliberation  any  probable  method  of  reforming 
the  nation,  or  any  cafy  way  of  raiflnjj  fupplies. 

The  .encroachment  of  ufurpation  without*  and  the  prevalence  of 
vice  withiD)  is  a  conjun^on  of  circumftances  very  dangerous  j  and 
to  remove  both  by  the  lame  means,  is  an  undertaking  that  furely  can- 
not deferve  either  cenfure  or  contempt ;  if  it  fucceeds,  it  may  de- 
mand the  loudeft  acclamations  j  and  if  it  fails,  muft  be  at  leaft 
approved. 

The  ufe,  my  Lords,  of  fpirituous  liquors,  though  in  the  cxcds 
.  now  fo  frequently  to  be  obferved,  undoubtedly  detrimental  to  multi- 
tudes, is  not,  in  a  proper  degree,  either  criminal  or  unwhotefome ; 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  prohibited  by  a  tax  To  heavy  as  has  been 
prtqtofed  by  a  noble  Lord,  who,  if  be  purfues  his  reafoning,  muft 
propofe  to  tax  in  the  £une  proportion  every  other  liquor  that  can 
admintfter  to  vice. 

It  it,  however,  certain,  that  too  much  is  wafted  in  riot  and  de- 
bauchery )  and  that  therefore  fome  addition  to  the  price  of  this  li- 
quor ought  to  be  made,  that,  though  the  ufe  of  it  may  be  continued, 
the  exceb  may  be  reftraincd. 

What  will  be  the  efFcds  of  this  Bill,  and  whether  dther  of  thefe 
benefits  are  to  be  expend  from  it,  can  be  known  only  by  an  impar- 
tial examination ;  and  dierefbrc  it  ought  to  be  difcul&d  with  that 
accuracy  which  is  peculiar  to  a  Committee. 

LcH-d  LoNSDALS  here  got  up  again,  and  fpoke  to  this-  purpoTe  :— 
My  Lords,  That  a  Bill  which  fliall  reftrain  the  excefs  of  drinking 
diftilled  liquors  without  hindering  their  moderate  ufe,  will  deferve 
the  applaufc  of  every  lover  of  his  country,  I  cannot  deny;  but  that 
any  fuch  Bill  can  becoatiived,  may  veryjuftlybe  doubted;  for  in 
proportion  to  tbdr  price  they  will  always  be  u(cd,  and  nothing  can 
binder  excefs  but  a  high  tax,  fuch  as  I  have  already  propofed. 

The  Bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  indeed  by  no  means  ob- 
firuft  the  moderate  ufe,  becaufe  it  will  give  an  Mnbounded  licence  to 
the  moft  luxurious  excefs;  if  therefore  nothing  more  be  intended 
in  the  Committee,  than  toconfider  how  ^  this  Bill  will  promote 
riie  reformation  of  the  peo[4e)  it  is  furely  not  neceiliuy  to  engage  in 
siny  fiirther  enquiries. 

Voi.IL  Gg  Jt 
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It  has  appeared  already,  to  thofe  who  do  not  obftinately  Ihut  their 
eyes,  that  there  is  io  it  no  provifion  for  the  prevention  of  that  abufe 
of  fpirits  which  univerfally  prevails.  It  has  appeared,  that  the 
chcapnefs  of  licences  will  not  hinder  the  prefem  reuilcis  from  car- 
rying on  an  illegal  trade  }  that  information  will  not  now  be  more  fafe 
or  more  frequent  than  before,  and  that  the  duty,  if  not  in  pan 
«va4ed,  may  yet  be  probably  abated  from  the  prefent  profits  of 
the  fate. 

It  has  appeared,  my  Lords,  that  no  efic£l  can  be  produced  by 
this  Bill  but  the  promotion  of  debauchery,  the  increafe  of  drunken- 
nfiis,  the  fubverfion  of  order,  and  the  decay  of  induftry ;  the  miferies 
of  difeafe,  and  the  rage  of  want. 

But  that  this  Bill  will  not  produce,  at  leaft  for  fome  time,  a  large 
addition  to  the  public  revenues,  has  not  yet  been  proved ;  and  while 
it  is  allowed  that  it  will  raife  money,  I  do  not  wonder  to  hear  it 
fleadily  defended,  becaufe  nothing  more  is  expeiSed  from  it.  But  as 
I  have  not  yet  converfed  enough  with  fbtefmen  to  perfuade  myfelf 
that  the  government  ought  to  be  fupponed  by  means  contrary  to  the 
end  for  which  government  is  inllituted,  I  am  ftill  convinced  that 
this  Bill  ought  to  be  reje^ed  with  contempt,  becaufe  it  will  le&n 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  without  any  equivalent  advantage,  and  will 
at  once  impoveriflithc  people,  and  corrupt  them. 

Lord  Ilay  then  fpoke  to  thts  effe&-: — My  Lords,  I  cannot  but 
be  of  opinion  that  this  debate  has  been  carried  on  with  a  vehemence 
by  no  means  ncceflary,  and  that  the  quclHon  has  been  perplexed  by 
fl  mi{{akcn  zeal,  that  the  cfTcSs  of  this  Bill  have  been  exaggerated 
perhaps  on  both  fides,  and  that  the  opinions  which  have  been  formed 
with  relation  to  it,  ate  not  really  fo  oppofite  as  they  a[^ar. 

Thofe  who  oppole  the  Bill,  think  the  duty  upon  fpirits  not  fo 
high  as  to  hinder  that  debauchery  which  fo  much  prevails  among 
us ;  and  thofe  Aat  vindicate  it,  declare  that  more  violent  reftraints 
will  not  be  borne.  Both  parties  have  reafon,  and  the  vindicators  of 
the  Bill  have  likewife  experience  on  their  fide. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  fevere  reftraints  fuddcniy  oppofed  to  the 
habits  and  inclinations  of  the  people,  o^rating  in  their  full  force, 
and  a  diminution  of  thofe  gratifications  will  be  borne  which  cannot 
wholly  be  taken  away,  may  be  broken  through  by  rcftlcfi  ftro^les, 
and  diflinate  refiftance,  yet  the  fame  laws,  introduced  by  iM-oprr 

DiailizodbvGoOglf 


A.   1742-30  SPIRITUOUS     LIQUORS.  4;t 

degrees,  will  be  patiently  obeyed ;  this  therefore  may  be  very  pro- 
perly confidered  as  the  firft  tax  nccelliry  to  be  laid,  which  though  it 
may  produce  no  great  eSefts  in  itfelf,  may  at  leaft  make  way  for  a 
fecond  that  Ihall  be  more  lenfibly  felt,  till  at  length  thefe  hul  fpirits 
fliall  be  railed  to  a  price  at  which  few  will  be  able,  and  none  willing, 
to  purchafe  one  pleafure  of  drunkennefs. 

But  it  is  not  impoffible  that  even  this  tax,  with  the  other  provifions 
in  the  bill,  may  produce  the  reformation  which  is  unanimoufly  de- 
fired  ;  and  as  violence  fhould  never  be  ufed  till  gentle  methods  have 
been  tried,  this  bill  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  pafled,  and  therefore 
to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  without  further  debate ;  for  it  will  be 
thought  both  by  our  allies  and  our  enemies,  that  a  great  part  of  this 
Allembly  is  very  indifferent  about  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  if  we  delay 
the  fupplics,  by  difputing  in  what  manner  they  fiial!  be  railed, 

[The  quedion  being  then  put,  whether  the  bill  {hall  be  comm?t- 

'  ted»  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.    And  the  Lords  Delawar  and 

'  Hervey  being  appointed  tellers,  the  numbers  were 
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It  was  remarked  on  this  occafloni  that  there  being  ten  prelaiet  in 
the  Houfe,  they  all  divided  againft  the  queftion ;  upon  which  the 
Earl  of  Cbefterfield  feeing  them  come  towards  him,  fud,  be  doubted 
if  he  had  not  miftakcn  the  Ude,  not  having  had  the  honour  of  their 
company  for  many  years. 

Two  days  after,  the  fame  bill  was  confidered  by  die  Houle  of 
Lords  in  a  committee  to  which  all  of  them  were  fummohed,  and 
occalioned  another  very  imporfant  uid  curious  debate. 
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7^  l/lir  tf  iht  hiU  on  Sfiriltaus  Liqiori  bting  ready  was  peflpmtd: 
then  thi  preamilt  was  rtad,  in^ottingt  "  that  whereas  great  £fiad' 
**  ties  and  iiuttrDtnienciei  bad  attetidtd  the  putting  tbt  A&  9  Geo.  U. 
•*  in  exeaaitHt  and  the  fame  had  mt  been  faund  effeiiual  to  at^ioer 
**  the  purfafet  intended^'  the  Cemmans  being  iefirens  to  raife  tbt 
tucejfar/ fupplUs  in  the  eafuji  rrtanntry  da  grant  the  rates  en  Spirituna 
Liquarsy  bereafier  nunticnedt  and  repeal  tbt  preftnt  rates. 

Lord  Hertit  fpoke  to  the  tScSt  fbllomng : — Mj  Lords,  Not- 
widiftanding  the  fppcious  arguments  which  were  ufed  to  inSuence  die 
Houfe  to  permit  this  bill  to  efcape  the  cenfure  it  deferved,  and  be 
admitted  to  a  farther  examination  in  a  committee,  I  am  flill  confideDt 
that  nothing  can  juftly  be  offered  in  its  defence;  and  am  not  a&udto 
declare  my  opinion,  that  it  is  not  approved  even  by  thofe  who  vindi- 
cate it ;  of  whom  I  cannot  but  believe,  from  long  experience  of  their 
judgment  and  their  knowledge,  that  they  conflder  it  only  as  an  r^ 
manntr  of  raiilng  money,  as  an  expedient  rather  necedary  than  eli- 
gible, and  fudi  as  only  the  exigencies  of  the  government  could  have 
prevailed  upon  them  to  propofc  j  for  nothing  is  more  evident^  than 
that  it  cannot  anfwer  the  purpoles  of  the  former  bill. 

This,  however  harih  it  may  appear,  and  however  inconliftent  wiA 
that  delicacy,  with  which  the  debates  of  this  augufl  Aflembly  have 
generally  been  carried  on,  muft  furely  be  pardoned  on  this  occafion, 
if  for  no  other  reafon,  at  lead  for  diis,  that  tt  is  not  eafy  to  forbear  it, 
it  is  impollible  wholly  to  fupprefs  it  in  the  mind ;  and  to  forbear  to 
fpeak  what  cannot  but  be  thought,  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a  public 
counrdkn-. 

The  condud  of  thofe  v^ole  ftation  fubjefU  them  to  the  refentment 
of  the  miniftry,  or  who  may  be  reafonably  imagined  to  exped  fiivoun 
from  them,  has,  throughout  all  our  deliberations  on  this  bill,  been 
fuch  as  evidently  difcovcrs  their  only  care  to  be  die  impofition  <£  a 
new  tax,  and  the  eftabliihment  of  a  new  fund.  They  do  not  leem  to 
ui^e  ferioully  any  other  argument  than  the  neceffity  of  raifing  moiie;, 
or  to  oppofe  the  obje^ons  that  have  been  offered,  for  any  otlier  realbn 
than  becatife  tbey  have  a  tendency  to  obfimS  the  lupfdies. 
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No  other  argument  can  indeed  be  urged  in  vindication  <^  a  Inll 
which  every  principle  of  policy  or  juftice  muft  incite  us  to  condemn  ; 
a  bill  by  which  ±e  fenfe  of  morality  and  religion  will  be  exdnguilhed, 
and  the  reftraints  of  law  made  inef&dual ;  by  which  the  labourer 
and  manufa^rer  will  be  at  ooce  debilitated  and  corrupted,  and 
by  which  Ac  roads  will  be  filled  with  thieves,  and  the  ftreets  with 
beggars. 

It  appears,  my  Lords,  fi-om  the  papers  on  the  table,  that  fcven 
millions  of  gallons  are  every  year  diftillcd  }  and  experience  fhews  us, 
that  the  quality  of  the  liquor  is  fuch,  that  a  quarter  of  a  pint  is  fuffi. 
dent  to  intoxicate  the  brain.  Upon  this  comjiutation,  my  Lords, 
it  is  reafonabic  to  believe,  that  a  twentieth  part  of  the  bUmuring  hands 
of  this  nation  are  detained  from  their  proper  occupations  by  diis  kind 
of  drunkennefs ;  and  confequcntly  that  a  twentieth  part  of  the  trade 
is  every  year  loft,  or  perhaps  a  twentieth  part  of  our  people  every 
year  hurried  to  the  grave,  or  di&bled  from  contributing  to  the  public 
good. 

Thele,  my  Lords,  are  no  doubtful  hOa  or  conjefhiral  calculations, 
they  are  confirm^ed  by  the  moft  inconteftiblc  evidence,  and  eftablifhed 
by  all  the  demonftration  of  arithmetic ;  and  therefore  your  Lordfhips 
are  in  no  danger  of  error  from  either  ignorance  or  uncertainty,  but 
inuft  determine,  if  you  approve  this  bill,  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
powers  of  conviflion,  and  muft  fet  afide  teftimony  and  reafon  at  the 
fame  time. 

Thele  fa^,  my  Lords,  are  fo  plain,  that  the  warmeft  advocates 
for  the  bill  have  tacitly  acknowledged  them,  by  propofmg  that,  if  it 
be  Ibund  incRe£tuaI,  it  fliall  be  amended  tn  the  next  felllon.  What 
tffed  this  propofal  may  have  upon  others,  I  know  not ;  but  for  my  - 
part,  I  fliall  never  think  it  allowable  to  fport  with  the  profperity  of 
the  public,  or  to  try  experiments  by  which,  if  they  Fail,  the  lives  of 
thoufands  muft  be  deftroycd. 

Such  a  fchcme,  my  Lord;,  very  iU  becomes  thofe  to  whom  their 
anceftors  hare  tranfmitted  die  illuftrious  chara£ter  of  guardians  of 
the  people  ;  for  furely  fuch  cruelty  was  never  pra£tifed  by  the  utmoft 
wantonnefs  of  tyranny,  or  the  moft  favage  rage  of  invalion.  No 
man  ever  before  conceived  riic  delign  of  fcattering  poifon  for  a  certain 
period  of  time  among  the  people,  only  to  try  what  havoc  it  would 
make. 
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What  will  be  tbe  efleds  of  unreftraiaeil  asd  licenled  dcbaucbci^ 
may  be  known,  without  the  guilt  of  h  dreadAil  an  expcrirnent,  oolj . 
by  oUcrving  the  prefent  condud  of  the  peofile,  even  while  they  are 
hindered  from  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  plcafutes,  by  the  tenors  of 
a  penal  law.  Whoever  &all  be  fc*  iar  touched  with  the  inteieft  at 
the  public,  as  to  extend  his  enquiries  to  the  loirefl:  claOcs  of  tbe  peo- 
[de,  will  find  fome  dileafed,  and  others  vitiated  ;  be  mil  find  fome 
imprilbncd  by  tbeir  creditors,  and  others  ftarving  their  children ;  and 
if  be  traces  aU  thele  calamities  and  crimes  to  their  original  caufe, 
will  find  tbem  all  to  proceed  from  tbe  love  of  diftiHed  liquors. 

I  know,  niy  Lords,  that  in  anfwer  to  all  dKfe  cxpoftulations,  and  a 
tbouland  more,  it  will  be  urged  by  the  minlfters  and  their  friends, 
that  there  is  no  other  method  to  be  found  of  raiiing  the  fupplies,  and 
that  tiie  demands  of  the  gi^v— nmcnt  muft  be  fatisiied  ax.  whatever 
rate,  and  by  whatever  means. 

Though  I  am  very  fiir  from  approving  this  aflertion,  I  So  not 
wonder  at  its  prevalence  among  thofe  who  arc  enriched  by  every  tax, 
and  vrhofe  only  claim  to  the  prefennents  which  diey  enjoy  arifes  from 
their  readinefs  to  concur  in  every  fchcme  for  Increaiing  tbe  burdens 
of  the  public  }  and  therefore  (ball  never  cxped  their  approbation  of 
any  propofal,  by  which  a  new  tax  may  be  retarded.  Yet  I  cannot 
but  declare  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  to  fufpend  our  proceed- 
ings, that  the  Commons  may  difcover  what  danger  their  negligence, 
precipitation,  or  blind  compliance,  has  brought  upon  the  nationi 
and  that  die  peofde  may,  by  fo  fignal  a  proof  of  our  difapprobadon, 
be  alarmed  againft  any  attempt  of  the  {ame  kind  under  any  fiiture 
adminiAration. 

This,  my  Lords,  will  be  conGdered,  not  only  by  poftenty,  but  by 
all  tbe  wife  and  honeft  men  of  the  prefent  time,  as  a  proof  of  our 
regard  for  virtue,  and  our  attention  to  the  public  welfare.  This 
conduct  will  be  fecrctly  approved,  even  by  thofe  who  may  think 
themfelves  obliged  to  oppofe  it  in  public;  and,  as  it  will  be  moderate 
and  decent,  may  probably  preferve  the  nation  without  irritating  the 
other  Houlc. 

I  therefore  move,  my  Lords,  that  inftead  of  proceeding  in  tbe  liii 
perfluous  forms  of  a  Committee,  we  Ihould  lefiune  tbe  Houfe,  and 
endeavour  to  obtain  farther  information; 

After  a  fliort  fdence.  Lord  Cholmokdslby  fpoke  to  this  effed : 
My  Lords,  The  obfervattons  which,  though  fufficieotly  explained 
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and  enforced  in  the  late' debate,  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafcd  to 
repeat  on  this  occafion,  are  in  chemrdves,  indeed,  fufficicntly  perti- 
nent, and  have  been  urged  by  his  Lordfiiip  with  uncommon  fpirit 
and  elegance ;  but  he  ought  to  have  refiectcd,  that  general  declama- 
tions are  improper  in  a  Committee,  where  the  particular  claufes  of  the 
bill  are  to  be  feparately  conltdered, 

I  propofe,  therefore,  that  inftead  of  wafting  that  time,  of  which  the 
exigences  of  the  public  now  require  an  uncommon  frugality,  in  ufe- 
lefs  rhetoric,  and  untimely  vehemence,  we  Oiould  proceed  to  examine 
In  order  the  diftiniS:  paragraphs  of  this  biU,  by  which  it  may  more 
eafily  appear,  whether  it  ought  to  be  rejected  or  approved. 

It  cannot  indeed  be  propofed,  that  any  of  the  claufes  (hall  be 
amended  in  this  Committee;  for  the  claims  of  the  Commons,  and 
the  obHinacy  with  which  they  have  always  adhered  to  them,  on 
whatever  they  are  founded,  is  well  known.  I  am  old  enough  to  re- 
member the  animoCtles  which  have  arifen  between  the  two  HoufeSf 
from  attempts  to  adjuft  this  part  of  their  pretenGons;  animonties 
which  at  this  lime  may  be  not  only  dangerous  to  ourfelves,  but  fatal 
to  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  which  it  ought  therefore  to  be  out 
utmoft  care  not  to  excite. 

Lord  Aylesford  :  —  My  Lords,  Though  the  confideration  of 
the  diftin<5l  paragraphs  of  the  bill  be,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  very  juftly 
oblerved,  the  proper  bufmefs  of  the  Committee  ;  yet  fmce,  as  he  has 
likewife  obfervitl,  the  prefeni  ftate  of  our  ailaiis  requires  unufual  ex- 
pedition, I  think  we  may  very  properly  fpare  ourfelves  the  trouble  of 
conlidcring  paragraphs  which  we  cannot  amend;  and  which  are  in 
thcmfelves  fo  clear  and  fg  obvious,  that  they  may  be  underftood  in 
their  full  extent  upon  a  curfory  pcrufal. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  1  think  it  not  proper  to  follow  our  ufual 
method  of  confidering  the  paragraphs  diftinclly,  which  can  only 
drive  the  bill  forward  towards  the  third  reading,  as  it  has  already 
been  forced  into  the  Committee;  yet  1  think  it  not  uecciTary  to 
iriitate  the  other  Houfe,  alarm  our  allies,  or  encourage  our  enemies, 
by  rejeilting  that  bill  by  which  it  is  intended  that  the  fupplies  Ihatl  be 
raifed.  I'here  is  an  eafy  and  moderate  method  by  wliich  the  fame 
end  may  be  attained  without  aciy  difturbance  of  the  public,  any  im- 
pediment of  the  fchemes  of  the  government,  01  any  juft  oiFence  to 
the  Cocunone. 

Q  g  4  Inftead 
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Inftead  of  paffing  or  rqefting  this  bill,  of  which  (he  firft  is  abfo- 
utel;  criminal,  and  the  fecond  perhaps  improper,  let  us  only  delay 
it,  by  which  we  fliall  give  the  Commons  time  to  reflefl  upon  it, 
to  re-examine  it,  and  difcovcr,  what  they  perhaps  have  not  hitherto 
tutpe&sd,  its  deftrudive  tendency.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  hut  ±g 
obfervations  which  will  arifc  from  the  neceffity  of  enquiring  into  dw 
reafons  of  our  condud,  will  foon  induce  tbctn  to  form  another  bill 
not  liable  to  the  l^mc  objeSiom  j  I  therefore  fecond  the  noble  Loni't 
motion  to  refume  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Ilay  : — My  Lords,  If  we  conflder  the  pretenfions  (tf  the 
Commons,  and  the  ftubbornnefs  with  which  they  have  hitherto  ad- 
hered to  them,  we  fliall  eafily  find  the  impro[mety  of  the  noble  Lord'i 
motion,  and  forefee  the  inefficacy  of  the  methods  which  he  fo  wannly 
recommends. 

The  alarm  which  he  fuppolet  us  to  give  the  Commons  by  poft- 
poning  the  bill  before  us,  the  obfervations  which  they  will  make  tipoa 
our  conduA,  the  new  informations  which  they  wilt  receive,  and  die 
new  bill  which  they  will  fend,  are  merely  imaginary.  They  mil  not 
conflder  themfelves  as  concerned  in  the  delay  or  expedition  of  our 
procedure,  but  will  fuppofc  u&  to  aA  upon  oiir  own  reafons,  which 
it  is  not  neceffary  for  them  to  examine,  and  will  by  no  means  fend 
another  bill  for  fupplies,  till  they  are  informed  that  this  is  rejeded. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  we  fliall  only  reurd  the  fupplies,  without  ally- 
ing, or  being  able  to  alter,  the  method  of  railing  them ;  and  at  lift 
pafs  that  bill,  without  examination,  which  we  now  negled  to  Mtamine, 
left  we  fhould  pafs  it ;  or  perhaps  irritate  the  Commons  by  the  novelty 
of  our  conduct,  which,  if  they  Ibould  refolve  to  conflder  it,  they  will 
probably  confider  only  to  cenfurc. 

Lord  Aylesford  : — My  Lords,  I  am  no  ftranger  to  the  claiaw 
of  the  Commons  to  the  folc  and  independent  right  of  fbnniog  money- 
bills,  nor  to  the  heat  with  which  that  claim  has  been  allcrted,  or  the 
fitmnefs  with  which  it  has  always  been  maintained  tn  Ute  Senates. 
Nor  am  I  ignorant,  that  by  contefting  this  claim,  we  have  fbmenmes 
excited  difputes  which  nothing  but  a  prorogation  of  the  Senate  couU 
appeafe. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  and  allow,  that  by  a^ng  in  any  unufual  man- 
ner with  regard  to  bills  of  this  kind,  we  may  excite  the  rcfentment  of 
tiie  Commons,  and  that  fome  interruption  of  the  public  bunDe&  ib»j> 
for  waht  of  candour  and  moduation,  poffibly  enfue. 

I      .■,z<,i:,.,C.-'OOglC 


A.  1 742-3.]  SPIRITUOUS     LIQUORS.  457 

,  But,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  think  the  poiBbiUty  of  an  ill  conrequcnce 
an  argument  fufficicnt  to  Ihew  the  unreafonablenefs  of  my  propofel ; 
for  the  inconveniencies  that  may  arife  from  poftponirg  the  bill,  are 
only  poffible,  but  the  calamities  that  we  fluU  bring  upon  our  country 
by  paffing  it  are  certain. 

But  we  are  Iikewife  to  confider,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  events,  of 
which  it  can  only  be  faid  that  Aey  may  happen,  may  alTo  not  happen. 
When  I  refleft,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  an  Aflembly  of  reafon- 
able  beings,  that  it  is  filled  by  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  Briti& 
people,  by  men  who  will  Glare  the  calamities  of  the  public,  and  whofe 
interefl  it  is  equally  with  ours  to  prevent  the  dcftruSion  of  our  com- 
merce, the  decay  of  our  manufa^ures,  the  corruption  of  the  preleat 
age,  and  the  ruin  of  pofterity,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will  apply 
themlelves  to  a  candid  review  of  the  bill  which  they  have  lent,  and 
without  heat,  jealoufy,  or  difputea,  explain  it  as  they  may  do  by 
another,  which  will  be  no  deviation  from  the  rules  winch  dicy  bare 
eftabUfhed  for  themfclves,  and  by  which  tbey  may  fecure  the  ha^. 
nefs  of  their  country  wiriiout  receding  from  their  own  pretenfions. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  : — My  Lords,  The  proposal  ma^e  by  the 
noble  Lord  appears  to  me  fo  prudent  and  cquitaUc,  fo  moderate  and 
fo  lirafonablc,  and,  in  my  opinion,  fuggefts  fo  cafy  a  method  of  recon- 
ciling the  pretenfions  of  the  Commons  with  the  neceffity  of  amending 
the  bill,  that  I  cannot  but  think  it  worthy  of  die  unanimous  appro- 
bation of  your  Lordfhips. 

I  am  very  far  from  conceiving  the  Commons  to  be  an  Aflembly 
of  men  deaf  to  rcafon,  or  imagining  them  fo  void  of  all  regard  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  public,  as  that  they  will  &cri(tce  it  to  an  obfti- 
nate  adherence  to  claims  which  they  cannot  but  know  to  be  in  them- 
felves  difputable,  and  of  which  they  muft,  at  lead,  allow  that  they 
are  only  fo  farjuft  as  they  contribute  to  the  great  end  of  government, 
the  general  good. 

But  lefl  they  Ibould  by  any  perverfe  and  unleafonable  obfKnacy 
attend  more  to  the  prefervation  of  their  own  power,  than  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  happinefs  of  their  condituents,  a  method  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  by  which  the  errors  of  this  bill  may  be  corrected,  without  any 
concei&on  of  either  Houfe.  The  Commons  may  eafily  be  informed 
of  the  dangers  which  are  juftly  dreaded  from  this  bill ;  and  may 
therefore  prepare  another,  by  which  a  tax  of  the  feme  kind  may  be 
laid,  without  a  general  licence  of  druiikennefs ;  or  if  a  method  of 
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laying  a  duty  upon  thcfc  liquors,  which  may  at  once  hinder  theit 
exceffive  ufc,  and  increafe  the  revenue  of  the  government,  cannot 
be  di&overed,  they  may  raife  the  fuppiics  for  the  year  by  forae  olhn    ' 
jcheme. 

Lord  Carteret: — My  Lords,  As  the  expedient  propofed  bj 
thefc  noble  Lords,  however  it  may  be  recominended,  as  being  it 
once  moderate  and  efficacious,  has  in  reality  no  o^cr  tendency  tlun 
-w  procure  an  abfolutc  rcjcdion  of  this  bill,  it  is  proper  to  conlidet 
the  confequences  which  may  be  reafonably  expelled  fiom  the  meafuRs 
which  they  have  hitherto  propofed. 

In  Ofdei  to  the  eflei^ual  reftraint  of  the  common  people  from  the 
ufe  of  thefe  pernicious  liquors,  they  aflert  the  necefEty  of  ImpoCng 
a  very  large  duty  to  be  paid  by  the  difiillcr,  which  might  indeed  pro- 
diKc  in  fome  degree  the  vffedt  which  they  expe&  from  it,  but  would 
produce  it  by  giving  rife  to  innumerable  frauds  and  inconvenlencies. 

The  immediate  confequencc  of  a  heavy  duty  would  be  the  ruin  of 
cur  diHillery,  which  is  now  a  very  cxtcnlivc  and  profitable  tndc,  in 
which  great  muidtudes  are  employed,  who  muft  intlandy,  upon  the 
cel&tion  of  it,  fink  into  poverty.  Qur  ftills,  my  Lords,  not  ooly 
fiipply  our  natives  with  liquors  which  they  uled  formerly  to  purciufe 
from  foreign  countries*  and  therefore  increafe,  or  at  leafl:  preferve  the 
wealth  ctf  our  country ;  but  they  Itkowife  fumilh  large  quantities  for 
exportation  to  Gucrnfey,  Jerfey,  and  other  places.  But  no  foooer 
will  the  duty  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  this  liquor  take  place,  than  »I1 
this  trade  will  be  at  an  end,  and  thofc  who  now  follow  it  will  be 
reduced  to  fupport  thcmfclves  by  other  employments ;  and  diofe 
countries  in  which  our  fpirits  are  now  drank,  will  be  foon  fupplied 
from  other  nations  with  liquors  at  once  cheaper  and  more  pleafant. 

It  may  be  propofed  as  an  expedient  for  the  prefervation  of  oat 
foreign  trade,  that  the  duty  Ihall  be  repaid  upon  exponation  ;  but  the 
event  of  this  provifion,  my  lK>rds,  will  be,  that  great  quantities  wiD 
hp  fent  to  fea  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  a  re-payment  of  the  duly, 
which,  indead  of  being  fold  to  foreigners,  will  be  privately  laoJeJ 
again  upon  our  own  coalls. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  will  the  duty  be  colkil^ed,  and  afterwards  reitti4; 
and  the  government  will  futfer  the  odium  of  impaling  a  fevcrc  ni| 
Uttd  incur  the  expence  of  employing  a  great  number  of  ofiicers,  with- 
out any  advantage  to  the  public.    Spirits  will>  in  many  ports  of  the 
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Jcingdom,  be  very  little  dearer  than  at  prefent,  and  drunkennefs  and 
debauchery  will  fltlt  prevail. 

That  thefe  arts,  and  a  thoufand  others,  will  be  praftifed  by  the 
people  to  obtain  this  infatuating  liquor,  cannot  be  doubted.  It  can- 
not be  imagined  that  they  will  forbear  frauds,  who  have  had  recourlc 
to  violence,  or  that  thofe  will  not  endeavour  to  elude  the  government, 
who  have  already  defied  it. 

Every  rigorous  law  will  be  either  fecretly  evaded,  or  openly  violated; 
every  fevere  reftraint  will  be  flulcen  off  either  by  artifice  or  vice ;  nor 
can  this  vice,  however  dangerous  or  prevalent,  be  correAed  but  by 
flow  degrees,  by  ftraightening  the  reins  of  government  imperceptibly, 
and  by  fuperadding  a  fecond  flight  reftraint,  after  the  nation  has  been 
for  fome  time  habituated  to  the  (irft. 

That  the  government  proceeds  by  thefe  eafy  and  gentle  methods  of 
reformation,  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  negligence,  but  neceffity  ( 
for  lb  &r  has  the  government  been  from  any  connivance  at  this  vice, 
that  an  armed  force  was  neceflkry  to  fupport  the  laws  which  were 
made  to  reftrain  it,  and  fecure  the  chief  perfons  of  the  ftate  from  the 
infulta  of  titt  populace,  whom  they  had  only  provoked  by  denying 
diem  this  pernicious  liquor. 

Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  ^1  oppoCtlon  to  this  predominant  in- 
clination has  appeared  without  efFeft,  fuice  the  government  evidently 
wants  power  to  conquer  the  united  and  inceflant  ftrugglcs  for  the 
liberty  of  drunlMonefs,  what  remains  but  that  this  vice  ftiould  pro- 
duce Ibme  advantage  to  the  public,  in  return  for  the  innumerable 
evils  which  arife  from  it,  and  that  the  government  Ihould  fnatch  the 
firft  opportunity  of  taxing  that  vice  which  cannot  be  reformed  ? 

This  duty  arifes,  indeed,  from  a  concurrence  of  different  caufes,, 
(rf'  juft  defigns  in  the  government,  and  of  bad  inclinations  in  ths 
people.  The  tax  is  juft,  and  well  meant;  but  it  can  be- madtt 
fufficient  to  fupport  the  expences  to  which  it  is  appropriated,  only 
by  the  refolutton  of  the  populace  to  continue  in  fome  degree  their 
ufual  luxury. 

I  am  far,  my  Lords,  from  thinking  this  method  of  rajfing  money 
eligible  for  its  own  &ke,  or  juftifiable  by  any  other  plea  than  that  of 
neceffity.  If  it  were  poffible  at  once  to  extinguifh  the  rhirft  of  fpirits, 
no  man  who  had  any  regard  for  virtue,  or  for  happinefs,  would  pr»- 
po(c  to  augment  the  revenue  by  a  tax  upon  them. 

But,    . 
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But,  m]'  Lords,  rigour  has  been  already  tried,  and  found  to  be 
vain  i  it  has  been  found  equally  fruitlcfs  to  Forbid  the  people  to  ufe 
fpirits,  as  to  forbid  a  man  m  a  dropfy  to  drink.  The  force  of  appe- 
tite long  indulged,  and  by  indulgence  made  fuperior  to  the  conuoiJ 
tX  reafon,  is  not  to  be  overcome  at  once ;  it  cannot  be  rubdued  by 
a  fingic  efibrt,  but  may  be  weakened ;  new  habits  of  a  more  innocent 
kind  may'in  time  be  fiq>erinduced,  and  one  defure  may  counterbalance 
another. 

We  muft  endeavour,  my  Lords,  by  jufl  degrees,  to  withdraw  tlidr 
afie£tions  from  this  pernicious  enjoyment,  by  making  the  attainment 
of  it  every  year  fomewhat  more  difficult :  but  we  niuft  not  quicken 
Aeir  wifhes,  and  exafperate  their  refentment,  by  depriving  then  at 
once  erf'  their  whole  felicity.  By  this  method,  my  Lords,  I  doubt  not 
but  we  flial)  obtain  what  we  have  hitherto  endeavoured  with  fo  little 
ficceTs ;  and  I  believe  that  though,  in  open  defiance  of  a  feverc  b«, 
fpirits  are  now  fold  in  every  ftreet  of  this  city,  a  gentle  rdtraint  wiD, 
in  a  Ibort  time,  divert  the  minds  of  the  people  to  other  entertun- 
ments,  and  the  vice  of  drinking  fpirit*  will  be  forgotten  among  ik. 

Lord  HzRVET  then  rofe  up  again,  and  fpoke  to  the  tSc&  follow- 
ing:— My  Lords,  Though  I  have  always  conlidered  this  bill  ts  it 
once  wicked  and  abfurd,  I  imagined  till  now  that  the  prcjedon  of 
it  would  have  been  able  to  have  at^cd  at  leall  fpccioully,  diougb  not 
fblidly,  in  defence  of  it ;  nor  did  I  imagine  it  to  have  been  wliclly 
indefenfible,  till  I  difcovered  how  little  the  extenfivc  knowledge,  ibe 
long  experience,  and  the  penetrating  forefight  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
Jpoke  laft,  enabled  him  to  produce  in  vindication  of  it. 

His  Lordfhip's  argument  is  reducible  to  this  fmgle  aflertion,  that 
the  drinking  diftilled  liquors  cannot  be  prevented;  and  from  thence 
he  drew  this  inference,  that  fincc  it  is  a  point  of  wifflom  to  turn 
misfortunes  to  advantage,  we  ought  to  contrive  methods  by  which 
the  debauchery  of  the  people  may  enrich  the  government. 

Though  we  fhould  fuppofe  the  affcrtion  true  in  any  fenfc  below 
that  of  abfolute  phyfical  impoflibility,  the  inference  is  by  no  means 
juft ;  fince  it  is  the  duty  of  governors  to  finiggle  againft  vice,  and 
promote  virtue  with  incefTant  affiduify,  not  with  Handing  the  difficul- 
ties that  may  for  a  time  hinder  the  wifefl  and  moft  rigorous  meafura 
from  fuccefs.  That  governor  who  dcfifts  from  his  endeavours  of 
reformation,  becaufe  they  have  feeen  once  baffled,  in  reality  abandons 
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his  ftation  and  dderts  his  charge,  nor  deferves  iaj  other  charadcr 
than  that  of  lazinefs,  negligence,  01  cowardice. 

The  prefcrvation  of  virtue  where  it  fubfifts,  and  die  recovery  of  it 
where  it  is  loft,  arc  the  only  valuable  purpolcs  of  gOTcmmcnt.  Laws 
which  do  not  promote  thcfe  ends  are  ulelefs,  and  thofe  that  obviate 
them  are  pernicious.  The  government  that  takes  advantage  of  wicked 
inclinations,  by  accident  predominant  in  the  people,  and,  for  any 
temporary  convenience,  inflcad  of  leading  them  back  to  virtue, 
plunges  them  deeper  into  vice,  is  00  longer  a  lacred  inftitution,  be- 
caufe  it  is  no  longer  a  benefit  to  fociety.  It  is  from  that  time  a  fyfiem 
of  wickedneTs,  in  which  bkd  ends  are  promoted  by  bad  mean;,  and 
one  crime  operates  in  fubordination  to  another. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  Ihew  the  unreafonablencTs  of 
the  inference,  becaufe  the  aflettion  from  which  it  is  deduced  cannoc 
be  proved.  That  the  cxcelSve  ufe  of  diftillcd  liquors  cannot  be  pre- 
vented,  is  a  very  daring  paradox,  not  only  contrary  to  the  experience 
of  all  paft  times,  but  of  the  prefent ;  for  the  law,  v^ich  is  now  to  be 
repealed,  did  in  a  great  degree  produce  the  effe&s  deiired  from  it, 
till  the  execution  of  it  was  furpended,  not  by  the  inability  of  dte 
magiftrates  or  obftinacy  of  the  people,  but  by  the  artifice  of  miniffers, 
who  promoted  the  fale  of  fpirits  fecretly,  for  the  fame  reafon  which 
incites  our  prefent  more  daring  politicians  to  eftablifh  the  ufe  of  thcra 
by  a  law. 

The  dcfeds  of  this  law,  for  that  it  was  dele£Hve  cannot  be  denied, 
were  in  the  manner  of  levying  the  duty ;  for  had  half  the  duty  that 
was  demanded  from  the  unlicenfed  retailers,  been  required  from  the 
diftiller,  there  had  been  no  need  of  informations ;  nor  had  we  been 
Aunned  with  the  difmal  accounts  of  the  rage  and  cruelty  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  the  violent  deaths  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  grow  rich  by 
commencing  profecutions.  The  duty  had  been  regularly  paid,  the 
liquors  had  been  made  too  dear  for  common  ufe,  and  the  name  of 
Ipirits  had  been  in  a  Ihort  time  forgotten  amongft  us. 

From  this  defeat,  my  Lords,  arofe  all  the  difficulties  and  inconve- 
nienciet  that  have  impeded  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  prevented 
the  efle&  that  were  cxpeded  from  it,  and  by  one  amendment  they 
might  be  all  removed. 

But  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  improve  the  efficacy  of  Ae  remedy 
which  was  before  propofcd  for  this  univcrfil  malady,  we  arc  now  told, 
that  it  was  too  Sarcible  to  take  elle^  and  that  it  only  failed  by  the 
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vigour  of  its  operation.  We  are  informo},  that  the  work  of  refor- 
mation ought  not  to  be  difpatched  with  too  much  cxpediticm,  thit 
mankind  cannot  poffibly  be  made  virtuous  at  once,  and  diat  tbcy 
ffiuH  be  drawn  ofF  from  their  habits  by  juft  degrees,  without  the 
violence  of  a  fuddcn  change. 

What  degrees  the  nobie  Lord  propofes  to  recommend,  or  vHut 
advantage  he  expels  from  allowing  the  peojde  a  longer  time  to  cm>> 
firm  their  habits,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover.  He  appears  to  me  radier 
to.propofe  an  experiment  than  a  law,  and  rather  to  intend  die  im- 
provement of  policy,  than  the  fafety  of  the  pec^e. 

This  experiment  is,  indeed,  of  a  very  daring  kind,  in  ^ich  not 
only  the  money  but  the  lives  of  die  people  are  hazarded :  their  moocj 
has,  indeed,  in  all  ages  been  fubjed  to  the  caprices  of  flatefinent  but 
their  lives  ought  to  be  exempt  from  fuch  dangerous  pra&ices,  beciufc, 
when  once  loft,  they  can  never  be  recovered.  By  this  bill,  bowevo, 
it  is  conuivcd  to  lay  poifon  in  the  way  of  the  people,  poifon  i^ich 
we  know  will  be  eagerly  devoured  by  a  fourth  part  of  the  mtioD, 
and  will  prove  fatal  to  a  great  number  of  thofe  that  talle  it ;  dot 
of  this  project  is  any  defence  made,  but,  that  fmce  the  pei^le  love  to 
fwallow  poifon,  it  may  be  of  advantage  to  the  government  to  fell  it. 

It  might  not  be  improper,  my  Locdi,  to  publilh  to  tKe  peoplt, 
by  a  formal  proclamation,  the  benevolent  intentions  of  dieir  gMtr* 
nors  i  and  inform  them,  that  licenfed  murderers  are  to  be  appoiowl, 
at  whofe  &ops  they  may  infallibly  be  deftroyed,  without  any  Jingn 
of  legal  cenfures,  provided  they  take  care  to  ufc  the  poifon  p«- 
fcribed  by  the  government,  and  incieafe  by  their  death  the  public 
revenue. 

,  That  money  only  is  defired  from  diis  bill,  is  not  only  obvious  firom 
the  firfl  perufid  of  it,  but  confelled  even  by  thofe  who  defend  it ;  but 
not  one  has  continued  to  aflcrt,  that  it  will  produce  a  reformation  of 
manners,  or  recommended  it  otherwife  than  as  an  experiment. 

For  this  reaibn,  my  {x>rd3,  I  ftill  tb'mk  my  motion  for  poilponing 
the  bill  very  reafonable,  nor  do  I  make  any  fcruple  to  confefs  that  1 
pToppfe  by  poflponing,  only  a  more  gentle  and  ino&nlive  method  « 
droppingHt,  that  Come  other  way  of  raifing  the  fupplies  may  be 
attempted,  or  that  the  duty  may  be  raifed  to  three  (billings  a  g^lofli 
the  loweft  tax  that  can  be  laid  with  a  defign  of  reformation. 
•  This  method,  my  Lordsj  or  any  other  by  which  another  bill  ai>^ 
be  procured,  fhould  be  purfued  j  for  whatever  fchemcs  the  Coamo* 
4  ""J 
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may  fubftitute,  the  nation  can  fuffcr  nothing  by  the  change,  (hey 
cannot  raife  money  in  any  other  manner,  but  with  lefs  injury  to  the 
public ;  fince,  the  greateft  calamity  which  wrong  raearurcs  can 
poJBbly  produce,  is  the  propagation  of  wtckcdncfs,  and  the  eftablilH- 
ment  of  debauchery. 

Lord  Bath  then  fpokc  in  fubftancc  as  follows : — My  Lords,  that 
this  bill  is,  with  great  propriety,  called  an  experiment,  I  am  ready  to 
allow,  but  do  not  thinlc  the  juftncfs  of  that  expreflion  any  forcible 
argument  againft  it;  becaufc  I  know  not  any  law  that  can  be 
ptopofed  for  the  fame  end,  without  equally  dcferving  the  fame 
appellation. 

All  the  fchemes  of  governtncnt,  my  Lords,  have  been  pcrfe£^d  by 
flow  degrees,  and  the  defects  of  every  regulation  fuppHcd  by  the 
wifJom  of  fucceflive  generations.  No  man  has  yet  been  found, 
whofe  difccrnment,  however  penetrating,  has  enabled  him  to  difcovcr 
all  the  confequences  of  a  new  law,  nor  to  perceive  all  the  fallacies 
that  it  includes,  or  all  the  inconvcniencies  that  it  inay  produce  ;  the 
firft  eflay  of  a  new  regulation  is,  therefore,  only  an  experiment 
made,  in  Tome  degree,  at  random  ;  and  to  be  reSihed  by  fubfcquent ' 
(^fervatlons,  in  making  which,  the  moil  prudent  condudl  is  only  to 
take  care  that  it  may  produce  no  ill  confequences  of  great  im- 
portance, before  there  may  be  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  it. 

This  maxim,  my  Lords,  is,  in  my  opinion,  ftrii^y  reg::rded  in 
the  prefent  attempt,  which  in  itfelf  is  an  affair  of  very  great  per- 
plexity. The  health  and  virtue  of  the  people  are  to  be  regarded  on 
one  part,  and  the  continuance  of  a  very  gainful  and  cxtenfive  manu- 
facture on  the  other ;  a  raanufeclure,  by  which  only,  or  chiefly,  the 
produce  of  our  own  nation  is  employed}  and  on  which,  therefore,  the 
value  of  lands  muft  very  much  depend. 

Manufa^ures  of  this  kind,  my  Lords,  ought  never  to  be  violently 
or  fuddenly  fuppreflcd.  If  they  afc  pernicious  to  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral, they  are,  at  leafl,  ufeful  to  a  very  great  part,  and  to  fome, 
who  have  no  other  employment,  neceflary  -,  and  in  the  defisn  of 
putting  a  (top  to  any  detrimental  trade,  care  is  always  to  be  taken 
that  the  inconvenience  exceed  not  the  benefit,  and  time  be  allowed 
for  thofe  that  are  engaged  in  it  to  withdraw  to  fome  other  bufinefs, 
and  for  the  commodities  that  are  confumed  by  it,  to  be  introduced 
at  Tome  other  market,  or  direfled  to  l!ome  other  ufe. 
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Thefc  cautions  are  in  this  bill  very  judicioufly  obrerveJ.  The 
tnde,  which  all  allow  to  adminifter  fuf^Iies  to  debauchery,  and  fiul 
todireaTes,  will,  by  the  prorifions  in  this  bill,  finlc  away  by  degms, 
and  the  health  and  virtue  of  the  people  will  be  prercrvcd  or  rcBoiol 
mithout  murmurs  or  commotions. 

We  muft  confider,  likewire,  my  Lords»  the  neceffity  c^  niHav 
fupplies,  and  the  fuccefs  with  which  tbey  have  hitherto  been  lalfed 
vfH>n  the  fcheme  which  is  now  under  your  confideration. 

In  examining  the  neceffity  of  procuring  fupplies,  I'Oiall  notapt- 
tiate  upon  the  prefent  daager  of  the  liberties  of  all  diis  part  of  the 
world  i  upon  the  diftreft  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  neceffitf  of 
preferving  the  balatice  of  power,  or  the  apparent  defigns  of  lie 
antient  and  inceRant  diftuibers  of  manlund*  topics  which  hive  bcca 
on  fbimer  occafions  fufficiently  explained. 

it  is  now  only  neccflajy  to  obfcrve,  that  the  ftate  of  our  afiilil 
requires  expedition,  and  that  a  happy  peace  can  only  be  txftM 
from  a  fuccefsful  war,  and  that  war  can  only  be  made  fuccefefiJ  by 
vigour  and  difpatch. 

If  by  liberal  grants  of  money,  and  ready  concurrence  in  all  se- 
ceflary  mcafurcs,  we  enable  his  Majefty  to  raifc  a  powerful  army, 
there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  a  lingle  campaign  may  procure  poce, 
that  it  may  eftablifh  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  raife  our  alliei  vho 
were  fo  lately  diftrefled,  to  their  former  greatncfs. 

Thcfe  fupplies,  my  Lords,  which  are  fo  evidently  neceflary,  maj, 
by  the  method  now  propoTed,  be  eafily,  fpeedily,  and  cheaply  nifed. 
Upon  the  fecurity  which  this  ad  will  atTord,  hirge  fums  arc  alreadr 
ofiered  to  the  government  at  the  low  intereft  of  three  for  a  hundred, 
by  thole  who,  if  the  conditions  of  the  loan  are  changed,  will  perhapi 
demand  four  in  a  few  days,  or  raife  money  by  a  combination  to  tbc 
rate  of  five  or  fixfbr  a  hundred;  of  which  I  would  not  remiiit 
how  much  it  will  embarrafs  the  public  meafures,  or  how  mucii  it 
will  encourage  our  enemies  to  an  obftinate  refiftance. 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  inconveniencies  to  be  feared  from  rvjcS- 
ing  this  bill,  or  from  poilponing  it;  by  which  is  plainly  intended 
only  a  more  gentle  and  tender  manner  of  rejeding  it,  by  hinting  to 
the  Commons  your  difapprobation  of  it,  and  the  necelGty  of  fendiof 
up  another,  which  you  cannot  do  without  hazarding  the  peace  of  the 
nation  and  the  fate  of  the  war. 
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Thfe  Commons,  who  are  atx  obliged  to  enquire  what  reception 
their  bills  find  here,  may  perhaps  not  immediately  prepare  another, 
but  fuSer  time  to  elapfe,  till  neceffity  Atall  oblige  us  to  comply  with 
thote  mcafures  which  we  cannot  approve* 

They  may  likcwifet  by  a  kind  of  lenatorial  craft,  elude  all  our  pre- 
cautions, and  make  die  r^edion  of  the  bill  ioelTc^tualf  as  was  once 
done,  when  a  bill  for  a  tax  upon  leather  was  reje£lxd ;  the  Com- 
inons,  determining  not  to  be  dtrcScd  in  the  methods  of  railing 
money,  Tent  up  the  lame  bill  with  only  a  fmall  alteration  of  the  title, 
to  lay  a  duty  upon  tanned  hides,  which  the  Lords  were,  for  want  of 
time,  obliged  to  paTs. 

But,  my  Lords,  Ibnuld  the  other  Houfe  difcovor  in  this  linglc 
inftancc,  any  uncommon  degree  of  flexibility  aitd  complailance, 
fliould  they  patiendy  endure  the  rejefiion  of  the  bill,  admit  the 
validity  of  the  reafons  upon  which  your  Lordfliips  have  proceeded, 
and  willingly  engage  in  drawing  up  a  new  fchemc  for  railing  fupplics ; 
even  upon  this  fuppofition,  which  is  more  favourable  than  can  rea- 
fonably  be  formed,  the  bufinefs  of  the  year  will  be  very  much  per- 
plexed, and  the  new  bill  hurried  into  a  law  without  fufiicient  caution 
or  deliberation. 

The  feffon  is  now,  my  Lords,  To  hr  advanced,  that  man;  of  the 
Commons  have  retired  into  die  country,  wbofe  4dvice  and  affi&uice 
may  be  neceflary  in  the  projeSioa  of  &  new  money  bill,  fo  that  the 
new  bill  muft  be  formed  in  a  fbort  time,  and  thin  Houfe  j  and,  in- 
deed, the  multifdicity  of  confiderations  ncccflary  to  another  bill  of 
this  kind,  is  fuch,  that  I  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  advife  or 
undertake  it. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  muft  ftrlke  out  another 
fchemc  for  a  confidcrable  impoft,  which,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
nation,  is  in  itfelf  no  eafy  tafk.  This  fcheme  muft  be  fo  adjufted  as 
to  be  confiAent  with  all  the  other  taxes,  which  will  require  long  con- 
fultations  and  accurate  enquiries.  It  muft  then  ftruggle,  perhaps, 
through  an  obftiaate  and  artflil  oppofition,.  before  it  can  pafs  through 
the  forms  of  the  other  Houlci  and,  when  it  comes  before  your 
Lordfliips,  may  be  again  <^pofed  with  no  Icfs  zeal  than  die  hiU 
before  us,  and  perh;^  likewife  with  equal  reafon. 

AU  thefe  dangers  and  difficulties  will  be  avoided  by  trying,  for  a 
fingle  year,  the  experiment  which  is  now  propofed ;  and  which,  if 
that  fliould  £iil,  may  be  better  adjufted  in  the  time  of  leiAire,  wbkh 
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the  beginning  o{  the  next  feffioa  inll  undoabted^  sflnrd ;  faetn 
which  time  I  am  afrud  no  amendment  can  poSblj  be  made. 

It  has  been  propoTed,  indeed,  b^  the  noUc  Lofd,  that  tfanc  i 
{hillings  Oiould  be  laid  upon  erery  gallon  of  diftillcd  liqnon,  iMA 
would  undoubtedly  Icficn  the  cmifiunptioii,  but  would  at  the  Unt 
time  dcflroy  die  trade ;-  a  trade  from  whicb  laige  profit)  maj  be  in 
time  gained  j  fince  our  diflillen  have  now  acquired  fuch  Ikiil,  thit 
the  moft  delicate  palate  cannot  diftioguifll  their  liquors  from  tbde 
which  foreigners  import. 

If  the  duty  be  raifed  to  the  heijt^t  pr^Krfcd,  it  muft  be  allowed  to 
be  re-paid  for  all  that  fliall  be  exported ;  othcrwife  foreign  nUioai 
will  deprive  us  of  this  part  of  our  trade  {  and  it  has  been  ilnai); 
ihewn,  tfaat  by  mock  exportations  the  duty  may  be  fircqnendy  evaded. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  there  will  be  difficulties  on  eidicr  band ;  if  i 
duty  fo  high  be  paid,  the  manula^urcr  will  be  nuned  j  if  it  be  ended, 
the  confumption  will  be  lefiened. 

One  inconvenience  will  eafily  be  diTcovered  to  be  the  sta&tf 
confequence  of  any  coniiderabte  advance  of  the  price.  We  may  ^ 
cert^  that  an  iSt  of  the  Senate  will  not  moderate  the  paffions,  tr 
alter  the  appetites  of  the  pet^le ;  and  that  they  will  not  be  left  dc- 
ftrous  of  their  uTua!  gratifications,  becaule  they  are  denied  diein. 
The  poor  may,  indeed,  yield  to  neccffity,  imlc&  they  fiiuJ  themUtt 
able  to  refift  the  law,  or  to  evade  it;  but  thofe  who  can  afford  to 
{rfeafe  their  taAe,  or  exalt  their  fpirits  at  a  greater  expence,  will  M 
riot  as  before,  but  with  diis  difietvnce,  that  dieir  exccfles  inll  pro- 
duce no  advantage  to  ttie  puUic, 

if  an  additional  duty  of  three  Ihiltings  be  kid  upon  every  gallon  of 
diflilled  liquors,  the  prOduS  of  our  own  diftiltery  will  be  dearer  dun 
thole  liquors  which  are  imported  from  foreign  parts ;  and,  theielbni 
it  cannot  but  be  expe£led  ^at  the  money  which  now  ciitulm 
amof^  us,  wHl  in  a  fhort  time  be  clandeftinely  carried  into  odiff 
Countries. 

Such,  my  Zx>rds,  will  be  the  effefl  of  thofe  taxes  which  are  b 
Itrongly  recommraided ;  anil,  therefore,  they  ought  not  to  be  in- 
pofed,  till  all  other  methods  of  proceeding  have  been  found  inefEedul' 

It'is  poffible,  indeed,  that  the  regulation  fpccified  in  this  tnll,  boj 
not  produce  any  benciicial  efled,  and  that  the  prefent  practice  of  i^ 
bauchery  may  IHII  continue  among  the  people  j  but  it  is  Ufawit 
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poiEble  that  this  tax  may,  by  increafing  the  price,  augment  the 
revenue  at  the  fame  time  that  it  IcfTens  the  coAfumption. 

This  propofal  has  by  fome  Lords  been  treated  as  a  paraiiox  ;  hat 
they  certainly  furpefted  it  of  feUehood,  only  f6r  want  of  patience  to 
form  the  calculations  neceflary  in  fuch  difquilitionst  The  tax  of  the 
laft  year  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounijs ; 
this  tax  is  now  doubled,  (b  that  the  fame  quantity  wotild  produce 
three  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  j  but  if  one  third  lefs  ibould  be 
confumed,  the  prcfent  tax  will  amount  to  no  titore  than  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thouland  pounds ;  and  when  fifty  thouland  licences  are 
added,  the  revenue  will  gain  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  though 
one  third  part  of  the  confumption  Ibould  be  hindered. 

But,  my  Lords,  fuppoflng  no  part  of  the  confumption  hindered,  I 
cannot  think  that  bill  fliould  be  rejeSed^  which,  in  a  time  of  danger 
like  the  prefent,  fliall  add  to  the  public  revenue  ail  annual  Income  of 
more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  without  leftcning  ariy 
manu&fture,  without  burthening  any  ufeful  or  virtuous  part  of  the 
nation,  and  without  giving  the  leaft  occafion  to  any  munnurs  among 
the  people. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  whatever  corruption  Hult 
prevail  amongft  us,  it  cannot  be  imputed  to  this  bill,  which  did  not 
make,  but  find  the  nation  vitiated,  and  only  turned  their  vices  to 
public  advantage ;  fo  that  if  it  produces  any  diminution  of  the  fale  of 
fpirits,  it  is  indifputably  to  be  applauded  as  promoting  virtue.  If  the 
Ikle  of  fpirits  ftill  continues  the  fame,  it  will  dcfervc  fome  degree  of 
commendation,  as  it  will,  at  leaft,  not  contribute  to  the  increafe  of 
vice,  and  as  it  will  augment  the  revenue  without  injuringthe  people  t 
for  how,  my  Lords,  can  vre  be  cenfured  for  only  fufleriog  the  nation 
to  continue  in  iu  former  ftate  ? 

Lord  Talbot  then  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  fidlovrs :— >My  Lords,  If 
we  confider  the  tendency  of  the  argument  ufed  by  the  noble  Lord, 
the  only  argument  on  which  he  appean  to  lay  any  flreft,  it  mil 
prove,  ifit  proves  any  thing,  whatcaonot  be  admittedby.your  Lord- 
fliips,  without  bidding  fsirewel  to  independency,  aqd  acknowledging 
that  you  are  only  the  fubftitutes  of  a  higher  .power. 

It  appears  by  the  tenor  of  his  reafpning,  that  he  conliders  this 

Houfe  as  only  obliged,  in  queftions  rehtin^.to  fupplies,  to  ratify  the 

determinations  of  the  other ;  to  fubmit  implicitly  to  their  dt£^ates, 
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zni  receive  tbeir  fovereign  commaiuls,  without  daring  eidwr  to  R* 
fufc  compliance,  or  delay  it. 

If  wc  conjoin  the  reafoning  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  with 
that  of  one  who  fpolce  before  in  favour  of  ^e  bill,  we  Qui)  be  able 
to  difcover  the  full  extent  of  our  power  on  thefc  occafions ;  the  fiift 
was  pleafed  to  itifbrm  us,  that  though  we  were  at  liberty  to  ezamine 
ihe  paragraphs  of  this  bill,  we  had  no  rig^t,  at  lead  no  power  to 
amend  them;  becaufe  in  money-bills, the  Commons  left  ns  no  oAet 
choice  than  that  of  paffing  or  rejeding  them. 

Tliis,  my  Lords,  might  have  been  thought  a  fuffident  contradion 
•f  thofe  privileges  which  your  anceftors  tranfmitted  to  you,  and  the 
Commons  needed  to  have  dcfired  no  fardier  conceflSons  from  this 
AQcmbly,  fmce  this  was  a  public  confcffion  of  a  fubordinate  fiite, 
and  admitted  either  diat  pare  our  ancient  rights  bad  been  given  up,  or 
that  we  were  at  prefent  too  much  depreilcd  to  dare  to  ailcrt  them. 

Wc  might,  however,  ftill  comfort  our&lves  with  the  peaceful  and 
uncontefted  poflcffion  of  the  alternative;  wc  might  ftill  believe  that 
svhat  we  could  not  approve  we  might  rejed,  without  irritating  die 
formidable  Commons.  But  now,  my  Lords,  a  new  dodrine  has 
been  vented  among  us ;  we  are  told  not  only  that  we  muft  not  amend 
8  money-bill,  but  that  it  will  be  to  no  purpole  to  rtjeSt  it ;  for  diat 
the  other  Houfe  will  fend  it  again  without  altering  any  diing  but  the 
title,  and  force  it  upon  us,  when  there  is  no  time  for  any  othet 
expedient. 

If  this,  my  Lords,  fliould  be  done,  I  know  not  how  the  biH 
might,  at  its  fccond  appearance,  be  received  by  other  Lords ;  for  my 
part,  I  {bould  vote  immediately  for  reje£Hng  it,  without  any  alle- 
viating  or  mollifying  expedients.  I  fhould  rcje3  it,  my  Lords 
even  on  the  laft  day  of  the  fellion,  without  any  regard  to  Ae  pre- 
tended necellity  of  raifing  fupplies,  and  without  fufftring  myfelf  to 
be  terrified  into  compliance  by  the  danger  <rf  the  Houfr  of  Aufiria; 
for  though  I  think  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent  neceflary 
to  be  prefcrvcd  at  the  hazard  of  a  fleet  or  an  army,  I  cannot  think  it 
of  equal  importance  to  us,  with  the  cquipoife  of  ourown  govern- 
ment j  nor  can  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  cfiflavc  myfelf  to  fiKuredK 
freedom  of  another. 

The  danger,  therefore,  of  diTgufting  the  Commons,  at  this  or  ttif 
other  juncture,  (hall  never  influence  me  to  a  tame  rcfignadon  of  tk 
privileges  of  our  own  Houfe  j  lior  O13II  I  willingly  allow  any  font 
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to  ai^juments  which  are  intended  only  to  operate  upon  our  fear  [ 
and,  diere/brc,  unlefs  there  fliaH  appear  fome  better  plea  in  favour  o^ 
this  bill,  I  fliall  think  it  my  duty  to  oppofe  it. 

The  other  plea  is  the  difficulty,  or,  in  the  ftile  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  fpolce  laft,  the  impoffibility  of  raifing  fupplies  by  any  other  me- 
thod. That  it  is  not  eafy  to  ralfe  fupplies  by  any  new  tax  in  a 
nation*  where  aJmoft  all  the  neceflarics  of  life  are  loaded  with  im- 
pofts,  mull  be  readily  allowed ;  but  that  it  is  impafliblc,  the  folly  of 
the  people,  which  is  at  leaft  equal  to  their  poverty,  will  not  Cuffer  me 
to  grant. 

One  other  expedient,  at  leaft,  has  been  already  difcovercd  by  the 
woitderful  fagacity  of  our  new  minifters ;  an  expedient  which  they 
cannot,  indeed,  claim  the  honour  of  inventing,  but  which  appears  fo 
conformable  to  the  rell  of  their  condu^,  and  fo  agreeable  to  their 
principles,  that  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  very  often  prai^fe  it,  if  the 
continuance  of  their  power  be  long  enough  to  admit  of  a  full  difplay 
of  their  abilities, 

Amidft  their  tendcrnefs  for  our  manufai^ures,  and  their  regard  for 
commerce,  they  have  eftabl^lhcd  a  lottery  for  eight  hundred  thou- 
bnd  pounds,  by  which  they  not  only  take  advantage  of  an  inclination 
too  predominant,  an  inclination  to  grow  rich  rather  by  a  lucky 
hazard,  than  fucccfsful  induftry ;  but  give  up  the  people  a  prey  to  , 
ftock-jobbers,  ufurers,  and  brokers  of  tickets,  who  will  plunder  them 
without  mercy,  by  the  encouragement  of  thole  by  whom  it  might 
be  hoped,  that  they  would  be  protedbd  from  plunderers. 

All  lotteries,  my  Lords,  are  games  which  are  not  mors  honeft  or 
more  ufeful  for  being  legal ;  and  the  objc£tion  which  has  been  made 
to  all  other  games,  and  which  hag  never  yet  been  anfwered,  will  be 
found  equally  valid  when  applied  to  them.  They  engrofs  that 
attention  which  might  be  employed  in  improving  or  extending  oqr 
inanufadlures ;  they  fwallow  that  money  which  might  circulate  in 
ufeful  trade ;  they  give  the  idle  and  the  diligent  an  equal  profpcft  of 
riches ;  and  by  conferring  unexpected  wealth  upon  thole  who  never 
delerved  it,  and  know  not  how  to  ule  it,  they  promo^  cjctravagance 
and  luxury,  jnfolence  and  diilblutenefs. 

But  thefe  confequencea,  my  Lords,  and  a  {houfand  oihtn  equally 

important,  equally  formidable,  may  be  obje^ed  without  effect,  againft 

anyfcheme  by  which  money  will  be  raifcd^  money)  the  only  end  at 

Tvhich  our  Q)iiiiii(rs  tuve  aimed  foralmoft  half  a  centurvj  money  t 

Hh3  by 


4/0  DIBATEON  [fEB.  23. 

by  which  oply  they  have  prcfcrvcd  the  fevour  of  the  Court,  and  tha 
obctlicncc  of  the  Scnatic ;  money !  which  has  (upplied  the  place  of 
wifdum  at  one  time,  and  of  cpurage  at  another. 

To  gain  mopey,  o>y  Lords,  they  have  injured  trade  by  cftablifb* 
iiig  a  lottery;  and  they  are  now  about  to  facriticc  the  health  iiid 
virtue  of  thu  people,  to  the  prefervation  of  a  trade  by  which  money 
may  be  furj)iQied  to  the  government.  This,  my  Lords,  U  their  oidy 
flcfign,  however  they  may  a£t,  or  whatever  they  may  profefs ;  ifihey 
endeavour  to  prQteifi  cither  (he  trade  or  lives  of  people,  it  is  anly 
becaufe  they  expert  ^  !:ontinifance  of  taxes  from  them ;  and  when 
mofc  delpcpate  mcafprcs  are  neccHary  for  die  fame  purpofcs,  they 
ruin  their  trade  by  one  projefl,  and  deftroy  their  lives  bj,another. 

Lord  LousDALE  next  fpokc  to  this  effc£l: — My  I.ords,  It  is  not 
without  the  utmoft  grief  and  indignation,  that  I  find  this  Houfe  con- 
fidered  by  ftjme  who  have  fpoken  in  vindication  of  this  bill,  as  obliged 
to  comply  with  any  propofals . fcnt  up  by  tfic  Commons  for  raiui^ 
money,  however  deftrudive  to  the  public,  or  however  contrary  10 
the  dictates  of  our  confcience,  or  conriAionsof  our  reafim. 
.  What  is  this,  my  Lords,  but  once  more  to  vote  ourfelves  ofc- 
Icfs  ?  What  but  to  bp  the  firft  that  (hall  deftroy  the  confliwtion  rf 
the  government,  and  give  up  that  liberty  which  our  anceftod 
eftablifbed  ? 

That  this  is  really  the  dcfigij  of  any  pf  the  noble  Lord*,  'rto 
have  fpoken  in  vindication  pf  the  bill,  and  have  aflerted  the  necefficy 
of  paffing  it,  without  any  attempts  to  amend  it,  I  am  very  &r  frotn 
affirming;  but  cerUinly,  my  Lords,  this,  and  this  only,  is  the  C01V7 
fequence  of  their  pofitionsj  with  whatever  intention  they  may  have 
advanced  them }  for  how,  my  Lords,  can  we  call  ourfelves  indepen- 
dent, if  we  arc  to  fcceive  the  commands  of  the  other  Houle  ?  or  witb 
•what  propriety  can  we  afTume  the  title  of  Icgiflators,  if  we  are  to 
naTs  a  bill  like  this  without  examination  f 

Tlie  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  is  of  the  utmofl  importance  (p 
the  happinefs  of  that  nation  whofe  welfare  we  have  hitherto  beeq 
imagined  to  fuperintend.  In  this  bill  are  involved  not  only  ^ 
trade  and  riches,  but  the  lives  and  morals  of  the  Britifb  people  j  om 
f:an  we  fufFerit  to  pafs  unexamined,  without  betraying  the  nation  to 
yickednefs  and  deftru3ion. 

Should  we,  on  this  occafionj  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  degraded  fna 

legiflatprs  to  melTengers  from  the  Commpns  to  ihe  Throne  j  fhoulfl 
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we  be  content  only  to  truiraiit  the  laws  which  we  ought  to  amend, 
aod  tefi%a  ouHclves  up  implicitly  to  the  wifdom  of  thofe  whom  we 
Kave  formerly  confidered  as  our  inferiors,  1  know  noc  for  what  pur- 
pole  we  fit  here.  It  would  be  my  counDcI  that  we  fliould  no  longer 
attempt  to  preierve  the  appearance  of  power,  when  we  have  loft  the 
fubftance,  or  fubmit  to  Cure  the  drudgery  of  government,  without 
jMitaking  of  the  authority. 

The  time  of  fuch  defperation  is,  indeed,  not  yet  arrived ;  but 
every  a&  of  fervile  compliance  will  bring  it  nearer ;  and  therefore, 
my  Lords,  for  the  fake  of  ourielres,  as  well  as  of  the  people,  I  join 
the  noble  Lord's  motion  for  refuming  the  Houfe,  that  farther  infor- 
mation may  be  obtained  both  by  ourfclves,  by  the  Commons,  and 
by  the  nation. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  then  lofe,  and  fpdce  to  the  tBtSk 
following : — ^My  Xiords,  I  believe  no  Lord  in  this  Aflembly  is  more 
oealous  for  the  advanage  of  the  public  than  myfelf,  or  more  dclirous  . 
to  preferve  the  lives,  or  amend  the  morals  of  the  people  i  but  i  can- 
not  think  that  this  chara^r  can  juftly  imply  any  diflike  of  the  bill 
now  before  us. 

If  I  ihould  admit  what  the  noble  Lord  ha>  ailened,  that  the  livet 
-and  morals  of  the  people  aie  aff^ded  by  this  bill,  I  cannot  yet  fee 
that  his  inference  is  juft,  or  that  our  coropliance  with  the  motion  is 
^KFefore  neceflary. 

That  under  the  pre&nt  regulation,  the  miferie*  of  the  nation  tra 
every  day  increafed  j  that  corruption  fpreads  every  day  wider,  and 
debauchery  makes  .greater  havock,  is  confeflcd  on  all  fides ;  and 
therefore  I  can  difcover  no  reafon  for  continuing  the  laws  in  theit 
pKlent  ftate,  nor.can  think  that  we  ought  to  decline  any  experiment 
by  w^ich  that  diforder,. which  cannot  be  increaled,  may  poffiblybe 
leflened. 

It  is  conferred  by  the  noble  Lords,  who  declare  their  a[^>robatiQa 
of  the  motion  for  poftponjng  the  confideration  of  this  bill,  that  they 
intend  nothing  lc6  than  a  gentle  and  tacit  manner  of  dropping  it,  by 
Jhewing  the  Commons  dtat,  though  to  avoid  offence  they  do  not 
abfolutely  nje£t  it,  yet  they  cannot  ti^>rove  it,  and  will  not  pafs  it; 
■nd  that  therefoie.lhe  neceffity  of  raiftng  fupplies,  requires  that  ano- 
tber  bill  Ihould  be.fonned,  not  liable  to  the  fame  obje^ons. 

The  confc<lue)ice.  of  this  procedure,  my  Lords,  can  only  be,  that 

cither  the  Commons  will  form  another  bill  for  railing  money,  or 
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that  the^  will  fend  up  this  again' with  a  new  tide,  and  fuch  flight 
sJierations  as  not  the  happinefs  of  the  nation,  but  the  forais  of  ibe 
Senate  demand. 

If,  in  return  for  our  endeavours  to  reform  a  bill,  of  which  they 
think  themfelves  the  only  connitutional  judges,  they  fliould  lend  it 
again  wirii  only  another  title  j  what,  my  Lords,  fhall  we  procure  by 
the  delay,  but  a  new  occafion  of  murmurs  and  difcontent,  a  new 
confirmation  of  the  power  of  the  Commons,  and  kn  eftabliflimcDt  of 
fenatorial  chicanery,  at  once  pernicious  to  the  public,  and  igiwNni- 
nious  to  ourfclves  t 

That  the  Commons,  in  fending  back  a  bill  that  hat  been  reeded 
in  this  Houfc,  with  only  a  change  in  the  title,  a£t  contr^  to  the  end 
of  fenatorial  confultattons,  though  confidently  with  iheir  exterml 
forms,  cannot  be  denied :  but  as  each  Houfe  is  widiout  any  depen- 
dence on  the  other,  fuch  deviations  from  the  principles  of  our  con- 
fiitution,  however  injurious  to  our  authority,  or  however  detri- 
mental to  the  nation,  cannot  be  punilhed,  nor  otherwife  prevented 
than  by  caution  and  prudence. 

If,  therefore,  the  Commons,  as  they  have  formerly  done,  ftouM 
return  the  bill  without  alteration,  we  Sull  only  have  impaired  one 
own  authority,  and  fliaken  the  foundations  pf  our  government  by  a 
fruitlels  oppoTition.  Kor  fliall  we  gain  any  advantage,  ±ough  tbey 
fhould  comply  with  our  expefiatioiis,  and  employ  the  little  time  that 
remains  in  contriving  a  new  tax  ;  for  corruption  mufi  then  proceed 
without  oppofition,  the  people  muft  grow  evpry  day  more  vicious, 
and  debauchery  will,  in  a  (hort  time,  gray/  too  general  to  be 
fupprelTad. 

With  regard  to  tiie  bill  before  us,  the  only  quellion  that  is  neoefV 
fary  or  proper,  is,  whether  it  will  promote  qr  hinder  the  confumptioq 
of  djftillcd  liquors  ?  fur  as  to  the  efFe^  of  thofe  liquors,  tbofe  that 
vindicate,  and  that  oppoTe  this  bill,  are  of  the  fame  c^inian ;  and  aQ 
will  readily  allow,  that  if  the  law  now  propofed  iba|l  be  found  to 
increqfe  the  confumption  which  i(  was  intended  to  diminilhf  it  on^ 
immediately  to  be  repealed,  as  dcftru£Uve  to  the  people,  and  ctMitrary 
to  the  end  for  which  it  was  defigned ;  but  if  the  additional  dutiet 
Ihall  produce  any  degree  pf  reftrainf,  if  they  fiiaU  binder  die  am-r 
(umptton  even  of  a  very  fmall  part,  I  think  it  muft  be  allowed  tbat 
fhe  proyifions  are  juft  and  ufeful}  fuice  it  hat  already  iqipcued,  diat 
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this  vice  is  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  torn  up  at  once;  and  that  there- 
fore it  is  (o  be  pruned  away  by  imperceptible  diminution. 

Whether  the  provilions  now  oflered  ip  the  bill  might  not  admit  of 
imiHOvetnents ;  whether  fome  other  piore  efficacious  expedients  might 
not  be  difcoveied ;  and  whether  the  duties  might  not  be  raifed  yet 
higher,  with  more  advantage  to  the  public,  may  undoubtedly  admit  - 
of  long  difputes,  and  deep  enquiries ;  but  for  thefe  enquiries  and 
difputcs,  my  Lords,  there  is  at  prefent  no  time:  the  aifairs  of  the 
continent  require  our  immediate  interpofition,  the  general  of^reflbrs 
'  of  the  wefiern  world  are  now  endeavouring  to  extend  their  domi- 
nions, and  exalt  their  power  beyond  the  poiSbility  of  future  o[^- 
6tion ;  and  our  allies,  who  were  Ilruggling  againft  them,  can  no 
longer  continue  their  efforts  without  afliftance. 

At  a  time  like  this,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  proper  to  delay  the  fup- 
plies  by  necdlefs  controversies  ^  or,  indeed,  by  any  difputes  which 
may,  without  great  inconrentence,  be  delayed  to  a  time  of  tranquil- 
lity,' a  time  when  all  our  enquiries  may  be  profccuted  at  leifure, 
when  every  argument  may  be  conlidered  in  it)  (a\\  extent,  and,  when 
the  improvement  of  our  Uws  ought,  indeed,  to  be  our  principal  care. 
At  prefent  it  appears  to  me,  that  every  method  of  raifing  money, 
-without  manifeft  injury  to  the  morals  <^  the  people,  deferves  our 
approbation;  and  therefore  that  we  ou^t  to  pafs  diis  bill,  though  it 
Jhould  not  much  hinder  the  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors,  if  it 
^)^ll  barely  appear  that  it  will- not  increafc  it. 

It  is  at  leaft  proper,  that,  at  this  preiEng  exigence,  tbolc  that  op- 
pole  the  bills  by  which  fuppllcs  are  to  be  raifed,  {hould,  by  ofleriqg 
other  expedients,  Jhew  that  their  oppofition.  proceeds  not  Ixom  any 
private  malevolepcp  to  the  miniltry,  or  any  prcpoflclEon  agaioft  tl^ 
public  mcafures,  but  from  a  fteady  adherence  to  juft  principles,  and 
an  impartial  regard  for  the  public  good ;  for  it  may  be  fufpe£ted, 
that  he  who  only  bufies  himfclf  in  pulling  down,  vithout  any  at- 
tempts to  repair  the  breaches  that  he  has  made  with  more  fit  or 
durable  materials,  has  no  real  ^gn  of  firengthening  the  forti- 
^tion. 

It  has  been  propoled,  indeed,  by  one  (^  the  noble  Lords,  that », 
tax  of  three  Ihillings  a  gallon  fliould  be  laid  upon  all  diftilled  fpirits^ 
^nd  collefied  by  the  laws  of  excife  at  the  ftiU-Jiead,  which  would 
(loubtlefs  fecure  a  great  part  of  (be  peoplf  irom  the  tpv[»tations  tP 
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vbich  thej  are  at  prrient  eXpt^ed,  but  would  at  the  Cune  dine  priv 

duce  another  effect  not  equally  to  be  defired. 

I  have  been  informed,  my  Lords,  upon  mentioning  dut  pcopcrfil 
in  convcrfation,  that  fuch  duties  wiU  raife  the  price  of  ibe  lujvon 
diftilled  among  us,  above  that  of  foreign  coootries ;  and  that  tibeie- 
forc  not  only  all  our  foreign  trade  of  this  kind  would  be  immcdUtdy 
deftroyed,  but  that  many  of  tbofc  who  now  drit^  our  own  Ipirits, 
only  becaufc  they  are  cheaper,  will  then  purchafe  thofe  of  fi>reigB 
countriss,  which  are  generally  allowed  to  be  mcu'e  plealant. 

That  this  is  really  the  ftate  of  the  aflair,  I  do  not  affirm ;  for  I 
now  relate  only  what  I  have  heard  from  others ;  but  (mt\y  dw  intpo- 
filion  of  fo  heavy  a  duty  requires  a  long  confideration ;  nor  can  it 
be  improper  to  mention  any  objections,  the  difcuffion  of  which  oaaf 
Tontribute  to  our  information. 

But  any  other  regulations  than  thofe  now  offered,  will  require  fi> 
many  enquiries,  and  fo  long  confultation,  that  the  Senate  will  acpt& 
to  be  difmifled  from  their  attendance,  before  any  refohiti<m*  arc 
-formed ;  and  when  once  the  fupplies  are  provided,  we  fhall  iind  our- 
selves obliged  to  leave  the  law  lelating  to  fpirituous  liquors  in  its 
prefent  flatc. 

Then,  my  Lords,  will  the  enemies  of  the  government  imagjne 
that  they  have  a  new  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  malignity,  l^ 
ccnfuring  us  as  wholly  negligent  of  die  public  happiiteb,  and  charge 
us  with  looking  without  concern  upon  the  debauchery,  die  difeafesi 
and  the  poverty  of  the  people,  without  any  coapaffion  of  dwir 
wants,  orcare  of  their  reformation. 

That  to  continue  the  prefent  law  any  longer,  will  be  only  to 
amule  ourfelves  with  inefledual  provilions,  is  untverCdly  aUowed} 
nor  is  there  any  difference  of  opinion  with  r^ard  to  tH>  prefent  ftste 
of  the  vice  which  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  hinder.  The  hft 
law  was  well  intended,  but  was  dieted  by  anger,  and  ratified  by 
zeal }  and  therefore  was  too  vident  to  be  executed,  aod,  infteid  of 
reforming,  exafpcrated  tlie  naboni 

No  fooner,  therefore,  did  the  magiftrates  difcover  the  inAcxibk 
rcfolution  of  the  pe(^le,  their  furious  perftcution  of  infixineft,  tad 
[heir  declared  hatred  of  all  thole  who  concurred  in  depriving  dien 
of  ibis  dangerous  pleafure,  than  tbey  were  induced,  by  regard  to 
their  own  &fety,  to  relax  that  fcverity  which  was,  enjoined,  and  were 
contented  to  purchaTe  lafety  by  gratifying,  or,  at  leaft,  by  not  op- 
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poling  thole  paiEoos  of  the  multitude,  which  they  could  not  hope  to 
controul ;  the  prance  of  drinking  fpirits  continued,  and  the  con- 
furaption  was  every  year  greater  than  the  former. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  nation ;  a  ftate  fuffi- 
eiently  deplorable,  and  n^ich  all  the  laws  of  humanity  and  juftice 
command  us  to  alter.  This  is  the  univerfa]  declaration.  We  all 
agree,  that  the  people  grow  every  day  more  corrupt,  and  that  this 
corruption  ought  to  be  flopped  j  but  by  what  means  is  yet  un- 
decided. 

Violent  methods,  and  extremity  of  rigour  have  been  already  tried, 
and  totally  defeated ;  it  is  therefore  propofed  to  try  more  e^  and 
gentle  regulations,  that  fliall  produce,  by  flow  degrees,  the  reforma-  . 
cion  which  cannot  be  effeded  by  open  force ;  thefe  new  regulations 
appear  to  many  Lords  not  fufficiently  coercive,  and  are  ima- 
gined ftill  lefs  likely  to  reform  ^  vice  fo  inveterate,  and  fo  firmly 
cftabliOied. 

Thefe  opinions  I  cannot  flatter  mylclf  with  the  hope  of  recon- 
«;iling ;  but  muft  yet  obferve,  that  the  confumption  of  thefe  liquors, 
as  of  all  other  commodities,  can  only  be  leiTened  by  proper  duties 
;ind  that  evety  additional  impolttion  has  a  tendency  to  leilen  them  j 
^nd  (incc,  fo  far  as  it  extends,  tt  can  produce  no  ill  effe^  delerves 
the  approbation  of  thofc  who  fincerely  defire  to  fupprcfs  this  odious 
vice  that  has  fo  much  prevailed,  and  been  fo  widely  dilFufed. 

It  is,  indeed,  polGble,  that  riie  duties  now  propofed  may  be  found 
not  fuHicient ;  but  for  this  dcfeA  there  is  an  eafy  remedy.  The 
duty,  if  it  be  found  by  the  experience  of  a  fingle  year  to  be  too 
fmalt,  may,  in  the  next,  be  eafily  augmented,  and  fwelled,  by  annual 
■ncreafes,  even  to  the  height  which  is  now  propofed,  if  no  remedy 
more  eafy  can  be  found. 

It  may  be  objeded,  that  this  fund  will  be  mortgaged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fums  employed  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  war ;  and  tiiat  there- 
fore the  ftate  of  the  duty  cannot  afterwards  be  altered  without  in- 
juftice  to  the  public  creditors,  and  a  manifeft  violation  of  the  faith 
of  the  Senate  :  but,  my  Lords,  though  in  the  hurry  of  providing  for 
a  prcfling  and  important  war,  the  Commons  could  not  find  any 
other  method  fo  eafy  qf  railing  money,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 
when  they  confider  the  ftate  of  the  nation  at  leifure,  they  will  eafily 
redeem  this  tax,  if  it  fliall  appear  inconvenient,  and  fuhftitute  fome 
pther,  lefs  injurious  tothehappinefsof  the  public. 
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It  was  not  impolBble  for  thein  to  have  done  this  in  the  beginning 
of  this  feflion ;  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  men  fo  long  vericd  in 
public  affairs,  could  not  eafily  have  prc^fcd  minj^  othei  tmpdh ; 
but  it  may  be  imagined,  that  they  chofe  this  out  of  many>  without 
fufpeding  that  it  would  be  oppoCcd ;  and  believed,  that  they  were  at 
once  raifing  fupplies,  and  protecting  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

Nor  indeed^  my  Lords,  does  it  yet  appear,  chat  thej  have  been 
miftakeu ;  for  though  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lords  who  oppolc 
the  bill  are  acute  and  plauGble,  yet  fince  diey  agree,  thac-tbe  con- 
Tumption  of  tht;fc  liquors  is,  at  laft,  to  be  hindered  by  railing  their 
price,  it  is  icatbnable  to  concave,  that  every  augmentation  of  the 
price  muft  pruduce  a  proportionate  diminution  of  the  coafumption  i 
and  that  therefore  this  duty  will  contribute  in  Tome  degree  to  the 
Tefbrniation  of  the  people.  It  leems  at  leaft  in  the  higheft  degree 
probable,  that  it  cannot  increafe  die  evil  which  it  is  intended  to  remedy; 
and  that  therefore  we  may  reafonably  concur  in  it,  as  it  will  fiirnifli 
the  government  witti  fupplics,  without  any  iqconvcnience  to  thole 
that  pay  them. 

The  Bifliop  of  Oxtord  next  Q>oke  to  this  efed: — My  Lords, 
This  fubjeft  has  already  been  fo  acutely  confidered,  and  fo  copioufly 
difcuflcd,  that  I  rife  up  in  defpair  of  prt^fing  any  thing  new,  of 
explaining  any  argument  more  clearly,  or  urging  it  more  forcibly, 
of  ftarting  any  other  fubjcfl  of  conftderation,  or  pointing  out  any 
circumftunce  yet  untouched  in  thofe  that  have  been  propofcd. 

Yet,  my  Lords,  though  I  cannot  hope  to  add  any  thing  to  the 
knowledge  which  your  Lordfliips  have  already  obtained  of  the  fub- 
jeSt  in  debate,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  add  one  voice  to  the  truth,  and 
fo  declare,  that  in  the  balance  of  my  undcrftanding,  the  arguments 
againft  the  bill  very  much  outweigh  thofc  that  have  been  ofiered  in 
its  favour. 

It  is  always  prefumcd  by  thofe  who  vindicate  it,  Aat  every  augmeo- 
Ration  of  the  price  will  nccelTarily  produce  a  proportionate  decieafe  of 
(he  confumption.  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  chief,  if  not  (Ik  only  ar< 
gumcnt  that  has  been  advanced,, except  that  which  is  drawn  firomdie 
pecelljty  of  raifiug  fupplics,  and  the  danger  of  dilgufting  the  odier 
|Ioufe.  But  ttiis  argument,  my  Lords,  is  evidently  fallacious ;  anJ 
fhereforc  the  bill,  if  it  palTcs,  n^uft  pafs  without  a  Iingle  reafQD,exce{C 
jnimedjate  convenience. 

La 
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Let  us  examine,  my  Lords,  this  potent  argument,  which  has  bcea 
fucceffively  urged  by  all  who  have  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  bill, 
and  echoed  from  one  to  another  with  all  the  confidence  of  irrefraga- 
bility ;  let  us  confider  on  what  fuppofitions  it  is  founded,  and  we  &aU 
foon  find  how  eafily  it  will  be  dii&pated. 

It  is  fuj^ofcd  by  this  argument,  that  every  drinker  of  thefe  Iitjuorf 
fpends  as  much  as  he  can  poffibly  procure ;  and  that  therefore  die 
Icaft  additional  price  muft  place  part  of  his  pleafurc  beyond  his  reach. 
This,  my  Lords,  cannot  be  generally  true  j  it  is  perhaps  generdly, 
if  not  univerTally  falfe.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  many  of  thofe 
who  cornipt  their  minds  and  bodies  with  thefe  pernicious  draughts^ 
are  above  the  neceffity  erf"  conftraining  their  appetites  to  ekape  fo 
fmall  an  expence  as  that  which  is  now  to  be  impofed  upon  them  t 
and  even  <rf  thefe  whc^  poverty  can  (ink  no  lower,  who  are  in  reality 
cxhaufted  by  every  day's  debauch,  it  is  at  leaft  as  hkely,  that  thej 
will  infift  upon  more  pay  for  their  work,  or  that  they  will  ftesd  witk 
more  rapacity,  as  that  they  will  fufler  themfelves  to  be  debarred  from 
the  pleafures  of  drunkennefs. 

It  is  not  certain,  that  this  duty  will  make  thefe  liquors  deafer  to 
thofe  who  drink  them  ;  fince  the  diftiller  will  more  willingly  deduft 
from  his  prcfeflt  profit  the  fmall  tax  that  is  now  propofed,  than  fufier 
the  trade  to  fink  ;  and  even  if  that  tax  fbould  be,  as  is  ufual,  levied 
upon  the  retailer,  it  has  been  already  obfcrved,  that  in  the  quantities 
necelTary  to  drunkennefs,  it  wUI  not  be  perceptible. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  this  argument  appears  thus  weak  upon 
the  lirft  and  flighted  confideration,  the  chief  Macy  is  ftill  behind. 
Thofe  who  have  already  initiated  themfelves  in  debauchery,  de&rve 
not  the  chief  confideration  of  this  AIIi:mbly  j  they  arc  for  the  grcatcft 
part  hopelefs  and  abandoned,  and  can  only  be  withheld  by  force  from 
complying  with  thofe  defires  to  which  they  are  habitually  enilaved. 
They  may  indeed  be  fometimes  puniQied,  and  at  other  times  reftrained, 
but  cannot  often  be  reformed. 

Thofe,  my  I^rds,  who  are  yet  uncorrupted,  ought  firft  to  engage 
our  care  t  virtue  is  eafily  preferred,  but  difficultly  regained.  But 
for  thofe  what  regard  has  hitherto  been  fhewn  i  What  eSoQs  can  be 
expe£tcd  from  this  bill,  but  that  of  expofui;  them  to  temptations, 
by  placing  unlawful  pleafures  in  their  view  i  Pleafures  which,  how- 
ever unworthy  of  human  nature,  are  feldom  forfaken  after  they  have 
once  been  tailed* 
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In  the  coniideratioa  of  die  prdent  tjueftioa,  it  is  to  be  reaiem- 
bered,  that  multitudes  are  alreidy  corrupted,  and  tbe  cMtta^oa  grows 
more  dvigerous,  in  proportion  as  greater  numbers  vt  infe^ed. 

To  ftop  the  progre&  of  this  pcftilence,  my  Lords,  ought  to  be 
the  governing  paffion  of  our  minds ;  to  this  point  ought  all  our 
aims  to  be  direfled,  and  fix  this  end  oug^  all  our  pnje^  to  be 
calculated. 

But  bow,  my  Lords,  is  this  purpc^  promoted  hj  a  law  which  ^vcs 
a  licence,  an  unlimited  and  cheap  licence  foe  the  bk  of  that  liquor, 
to  which,  even  tbofe  who  fupport  the  IhU,  impute  die  prelent  corrup- 
tion of  the  people  i  This  fureljr  is  no  rational  fcheoie  of  reformation, 
nor  can  it  be  imagined,  that  a  favourite  and  inveterate  vice  is  to  be 
extirpated  hy  fuch  gentle  methods. 

.  Let  us  coafider,  my  Lords,  more  nearly  the  efic^  of  dits  ney 
invented  regulation,  and  we  fliall  fee,  how  we  may  exped  from  them 
tbe  recovery  of  puUic  virtue.  A  law  is  now  to  be  r^ealed,  by 
which  the  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  is  prc^bited,  but  which  has  not 
been  for  fame  time  put  in  execution,  or  not  with  vigour  fufficicnt  to 
funnwint  the  difficulties  and  inconveoiendes  by  which  its  opera- 
tion was  obftiu&ed.  The  law  is  however  yet  in  force,  and  wbo- 
ever  fells  fpirits  muft  now  felt  them  at  tbe  hazard  of  prdecution  and 
penalties,  and  with  an  implicit  confidence  in  tbe  kindneft  and  fiddi^ 
of  Ifae  purchaler. 

It  cannot  be  (iippoled,  my  Lords,  but  that  a  law  like  this  muft 
have  Tome  effeSt.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  fbme  are  honcft,  and 
others  timorous ;  and  that  among  the  wretches  who  are  moft  to  be 
fulpeded  of  this  kind  of  debauchery,  there  are  fome  in  whom  it  is 
not  lafe  to  confide  ;  they  therefore  mufl  ibmetimes  be  hindered  from 
deftroying  their  reafon  by  other  reftraints  than  want  of  money;  and 
when  they  are  tmfled  with  the  fccret  of  an  illegal  trade,  muft  pay  a 
clearer  rate  for  the  danger  that  is  incurred. 

But  when  this  law  is  repealed,  and  every  flreet  and  alley  has  a  fliop 
licenlisd  to  diftributt  this  delicious  poifon,  what  can  we  ezpcdf 
The  mofi  fanguine  advocate  for  the  bill  cannot  furcly  hope,  that  any 
of  thofe  who  now  drink  fpirits  will  refrain  from  them,  only  becade 
they  are  ft^d  widiout  danger ;  and  though  what  cannot  be  proved,  or 
even  hoped,  ihould  be  admitted,  that  fome  mufl  content  themfelvcs 
with .  a  fmaller  quantity  on  account  of  tbe  advanced  price,  yet  wlule 
they  take  all  opportunities  of  debauchery,  while  they  fpend,  in  this 
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deftnidive  liquor,  >U  tiM  either  honcft  labour  or  daring  theft  will 
(up[dy,  they  oiuft  alwiys  be  examples  of  intemperance ;  fuch  exam-, 
pie*  as,  from  the  experieocc  of  late  yeais^  wc  have  realba  to  believe 
will  iind  many  itnitnton ;  and  therefore  will  promote  at  once  the 
confomption  of  Ipirits,  and  the  comiptton  of  the  people. 

There  is  always  to  be  found  in  wiclcednds  a  deteflablc  ambition  of 
gaining  profelytes :  every  man  who  has  fufi«rcd  himfelf  to  be  cor- 
rupted, is  defirous  ta  hide  himfelf  from  infamy  in  crowds  as  vicious 
as  himfelf,  or  defires  companions  in  wiclcedncfs  from  the  lame  natural 
inclination  to  fociety,  vrhich  prompts  almoft  every  man  to  avoid 
fingularity  on  other  occafions. 

Whatever  be  the  reafon,  it  may  be  every  day  obferved,  that  the 
great  (deafure  of  the  vicious  is  to  vitiate  others ;  nor  is  it  pofGUe 
to  fquander  an  bour  in  the  aflcmblies  of  debauchees  of  any  rank, 
without  obbrving  with  what  importunity  innocence  is  attacked,  and 
bow  many  arts  of  fophtltry  and  ridicule  are  ufed  to  weaken  the  in- 
fluence of  virtue,  and  fupprels  the  firuggles  of  confirieoce. 

The  fdtal  art  by  which  virtue  Is  mofi  cocnmonly  overborne  i^ 
ihe  frequent  repetition  of  temptations,  which,  though  often  reje^d, 
will  at  ibme  unhaf^y  moment  generally  prevail,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  removcdj  but  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  place  always  in  fight. 

To  what  purpofe  will  it  be,  tny  Lords,  to  deprive  niee  hardened 
profligates  of  a  tenth  part  of  the  liquor  which  they  ww  drinlc,  which 
is  the  utmoft  that  this  duty  will  eSe&  I  If  they  have  an  ofponumty 
of  corrupting  one  by  their  foliciution  and  example,  the  difference 
between  nine  and  ten  ads  of  debauchery  is  of  very  fmall  importance 
to  mankind,  or  even  to  the  perfons  vriio  arc  thus  reftrained,  fince 
their  forbearance  of  the  utmoQ  exceOes  is  only  the  ci&S  of  their 
poverty,  iwt  of  their  virtue. 

How  hr  is  fuch  reftraint  from  being  equivalent  to  the  corruption 
of  one  mind,  yet  pure  and  undebauched  !  to  the  fedufiion  of  one 
heart  from  virtue,  and  a  new  addition  to  the  intereft  and  prevalence . 
of  wickedoefs  i  If  it  be  neceilary,  that  the  fupplies  fliould  be  raifed 
for  the  government  by  the  ule  of  this  pernicious  liquor,  it  is  delirable 
that  it  Ihould  be  <;on(ined  to  few,  and  that  it  fhould  rather  be  fwal- 
lowed  in  UtgB  quantities  by  hopelefs  drunkards,  than  offered  every 
iriiere  to  the  fafte  of  innocence  and  youth,  ia  licenlet}  houfes  of 
wicktdnefs. 
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The  confumption  will,  for  a  time,  be  the  Eime  io  bodi  cafes,  bat 
with  this  important  di&rence,  diat  widcedoeb  would  only  be  con- 
tinued,  not  pronioCetl ;  and  as  the  poUbn  would  rid  die  land  by  de- 
grees of  the  prcfent  race  of  profligties,  it  might  be  heated,  that  our 
pofterity  would  be  uninfeded. 

But  under  the  prefent  fcheme  of  regulattonc,  my  Lord*,  rice 
will  be  prop^ated  under  the  countenance  <^  the  legtflature ;  and 
Aat  kind  of  wickcdncis  by  which  the  nation  i>  fo  in&tuated,  tbit  it 
has  increafed  yearly  in  oppofition  to  a  penal  law,  will  now  not 
only  be  fufiiered,  but  encouraged,  and  enjoy  sot  impunity  only,  but 
proteflion. 

Tlus,  if  we  pa&  the  bill,  we  fhall  not  even  be  aUe  to  boaft  the 
petty  merit  of  leaving  the  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate ;  we  fliaU  take 
away  the  prefent  reftraints  of  vice,  without  fubftituting  any  in  their 
pbce  i  we  Ihall  perhaps  deprive  a  few  hardened  drunkards  o(  a  fmiU 
part  of  tHeliquor  which  they  now  fwallow,  but  Ihall  open,  according 
to  the  expeAation  of  the  noble  Lord,  fifty  tbouland  houfes  of  licenfel 
debauchery  for  the  ruin  of  millioni  yet  untainted. 

To  leave  the  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate,  which  is  allowed  on  aU 
hands  to  be  a  ftate  c^  corruption,  feems  to  be  the  utmoft  ambition 
of  one  of  the  noble  Lords  who  have  pleaded  with  the  greateft  warmth 
for  this  bill ;  for  be  concluded,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  by  aflring, 
bow  we  can  be  cenfured  for  only  fulling  the  nation  to  continue  in 
ita  former  ftate  i 

We  may  be,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  ccnfiired  as  traitors  to 
our  truft,  and  enemies  to  our  country,  if  we  permit  any  vice  to  pre- 
vaB,  when  it  is  in  our  power  tofu|^rels  it.  We  maybe  curfed,  with 
juftice,  by  poftcrity,  as  the  abettors  of  ^at  debauchery  by  which 
poverty  and  difeafe  (hall  be  entailed  upon  them,  contemned  in  the 
prefent  as  the  flatterers  of  thofe  appetites  which  wc  ou^t  to  regulate, 
and  infultcd  by  that  populace  whom  we  dare  not  oppoSe. 

Had  none  of  our  predecelTors  endeavoured  the  reformation  f^  the 
people,  had  they  contented  themfelvcs  always  to  leave  the  nation  as 
they  found  it,  there  had  been  long  ago  an  end  of  all  the  order  and 
iecurity  of  fodety ;  for  the  natural  depravity  of  human  nature  has 
•Iways  a  tendency  from  lefs  to  greater  evil ;  and  the  fame  caufci 
which  had  made  us  thus  wicked,  will*  -if  not  obviattd,  mai^e  us  worfe. 

Since  the  noble  Lord  thinks  it  not  necefl^ry  to  attempt  the  refor- 
mation of  the  people,  he  might  have  fpared  the  elaborate  calculation, 
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by  which  he  has  proved,  that  a  large  fum  will  be  gained  by  the  go- 
vernment, though  one  third  part  of  the  confutnption  be  prevented  . 
for  it  is  of  vny  little  importance  to  difcufs  the  coRfequences  of  an 
event  which  will  never  happen;  He  Ihould  firll  have  proved,  that  a 
third  part  of  the  confumptton  will  in  reality  be  prevented,  and  then 
he  might  very  properly  have  confoled  the  minifVry,  by  {hewing  how 
much  they  would  gain  from  the  refidue. 

That  this  bill,  as  it  now  Hands,  will  produce  a  large  revenue 
to  the  government,  but  no  reformation  in  the  people,  is  allerted  - 
by  tbofe  that  oppofe,  and  undoubtedly  believed  by  thofe  that  defend 
it  i  but  as  this  is  not  the  purpofe  which  1  am  moll  dellrous  of  pro- 
motiiTg,  I  cannot  but  thinlc  it  my  dutjr  to  agree  to  the  propofai  of  the 
noble  Lord,  that  by  poftponing  the  confideratlon  of  the  bill,  more 
cxa^  information  may  be  obtained  by  us,  and  the  Commons  may  be 
alarmed  at  t!i:  danger  into  which  the  nation  has  been  brought  by 
their  precipitauon. 

Lord  Bath  then  rofe  again,  and  fpokc  to  the  following  elTefl: : — 
My  Lords,  As  the  noble  Lord  who  has  juH  fpoken  appears  to  have 
mifapprehcnded  fome  of  my  afleftions,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  rife  again, 
that  I  may  explain  with  fufficient  cicarnefs  what  perhaps  I  before  ex- 
prelled  obfcurely,  amidft  the  number  of  difiercnt  fonfiderations  that 
crowded  my  imagination. 

With  regard  tu  the  diminudon  that  might  be  expected,  from  this 
law,  I  did  not  abfulutcly  allcrt,  at  leaft  I  did  not  intend  to  aflert,  that 
a  third  part  would  be  taken  offi  but  only  advanced  that  fuppofition 
as  the  balls  of  a  calculation,  by  which  I  might  prove  what  many  Lords 
appeared  to  doubt,  that  the  confufflption  might  poffibly  be  diminished, 
and  yet  the  revenue  tncreafed. 

Upon  this  fuppofition,  which  mufl  be  allowed  to  be  reafonabJe, 
both  the  purpofes  of  the  bill  will  be  anfwercd,  and  the  public  fupplies 
wilt  be  raifed  by  the  fuppreSon  of  vice. 

The  diminution  of  the  confumption  may  be  greater  or  \e&  than  t 
have  fuppofed.  If  it  be  greater,  the  revenue  will  be  indeed  lefs  aug- 
jncnted  j  but  the  purpolei  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lords 
who  oppofe  the  bill,  are  more  to  be  regarded,  will  be  better  promoted, 
and  all  their  arguments  againfi  it  will  be,  at  leaft,  defeated  ;  nor  will 
the  miniAry,  1  bope,  regret  the  fiulure  of  a  tax  which  is  deficient  only 
by  the  fobriety  of  the  nation. 
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If  the  diminution  be  lers  than  I  have  fuppolcd,  yet  if  ttierc  he  any 
diminution,  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  the  bill  has  been  wholly  without 
cfFed,  or  that  the  miniftry  have  not  proceeded  either  with  more  judg- 
ment or  bctier  fortune  than  their  predeceflor$,  or  that  theyhave  not, 
at  lead,  taken  advantage  of  the  eirnrs  that  have  been  committed.  It 
niuft  be  owned,  that  they  have  either  reformed  the  nation,  or  at  leafl 
pointed  out  the  way  by  which  the  refoimation  that  has  been  fo  long 
deHred,  may  be  cfft^d* 

That  this  Ux  will  in  (bme  degree  binder  drunkennefs,  it  is  reafon- 
abte  to  exi^tf^t  becaufe  it  can  only  be  hindered  by  taxing  the  liquors 
which  are  ufcd  in  excefs  -,  but  there  yet  remain,  concerning  the 
weight  of  the  tajc  that  ought  to  be  laid  upon  them*  doubts  which 
nothing  but  experience  can«  I  believe,  remove. 

By  experience,  my  Lords,  we  have  been  already  taught,  that 
taxes  may  be  fo  heavy  as  to  be  without  effeiSl ;  that  reftraint  may  be 
fo  violent  as  to  produce  impatience ;  and  therefore  it  is  proper  in  the 
next  effny  to  proceed  by  flow  degrees,  and  gentle  method*,  and  pro- 
duce that  elleA  imperceptibly  which  we  find  ourtelves  unable  to 
accomplifh  at  once. 

i  cannot  therefore  think,  tfiat  the  duty  of  three  (hillings  a  gallon 
can  be  impofed  without  defeating  our  own  deCgn,  and  compelling 
the  people  to  find  out  fome  method  of  eluding  the  law  like  that  vdiich 
was  praftifcd  after  the  Afl,  by  which  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  prefent 
Majedy,  five  fliilllngs  were  impofed  upon  every  gallon  of  compound 
waters,  after  which  it  is  well  known,  that  the  diftillers  fold  a  limpte 
fpirit  under  the  contemptuous  title  of  finatarta!  brandy,  and  the  law 
being  uiiiverfaUy  evaded,  was  foon  afier  repealed  as  ufdefr. 

Such,  my  Lords,  or  worfe,  will  be  (he  confequence  of  tiie  tax. 
which  the  nobis  Lord  has  propofed ;  for  if  it  cannot  be  evaded, 
fpirits  will  be  brought  from  nations  tb^  have  been  wifer  than  to 
bunhcn  theif  own  commodities  with  fuch  infupportable  impoft,  and 
the  empire  will  foon  be  impoveri(hed  by  the  exportation  of  its  money. 
Lord  Hervey  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  tbilows: — My  Lonls, 
1  am  very  far  f  om  thinking  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  fuch  as 
can  influen  :e  men  defirous  to  promote  the  real  and  durable  hapiMncfe 
of  their  country ;  for  he  is  foHcitnus  only  about  the  profperityof  the 
Britifn  manu(a£lures,  and  the  prcfervatjion  of  the  Britllh  trade,  but 
hat  IhewR  very  litUe  regard  to  British  virtue. 

That 
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That  part  of  his  arganneht  is  therefore  not  neccflary  to  be  anfwered, 
if  the  fuggeAion  upon  which  it  is  founded  were  true,  fince  it  will  be 
liifficient  to  compare  the  advantage  of  [he  two  fchemes.  And  with 
regard  to  his  infinuation,  that  fenatarjai  brandy  may  be  revived  by  4 
high  duty,  I  believe,  lirft,  that  no  fuch  evafion  can  be  Contrived, 
and  ii)  the  next  place,  am  confident,  that  it  ajay  be  defeated  by 
burtheiiing  the  new  ^invented  liquor,  whatever  it  be,  if  it  be  equally 
pernicious,  with  an  equal  tax.  The  path  tif  our  duty,  qly  Lords,  is 
plain  and  eafy,  and  only  rcprcfented  difficult  hj  thofe  wM  are  inclined 
to  deviate  from  it. 

Lord  Bathorst  fpokc  next  to  the  eSeiS  following  :-^My  Lords, 
Whatever  meafures  may  be  pra&ifed  by  the  people  for  eludirlg  thf 
purpoft'^  of  the  bill  nbw  before  us,  with  whatever  induftry  they  may 
invent  new  kinds  of  fenatorial  brandy,  or  by  whatever  artifices  thpy 
may  efcapc  the  diligence  of  the  officers  employed  to  colleA  a  duty 
levied  upon  their  vices  and  their  pleafuresj  there  is,  at  leaft,  119 
danger,  that  they  will  purchafe  from  the  Continent  thofe  liquors 
which  we  are  endeavouring  to  withhold  from  them^  or  that  this  bill 
will  tmpoveiiib  our  country  by  promoting  a  trade  contrary  to  its 
interelV. 

What  would  be  the  conlequcnce  of  the  duty  of  thrct  fliillings  >• 
gallon,  propofcd  by  the  noble  Lord,  it  is  eafy  to  judge.  What,  my 
Lotdii,  can  be  eJcpcfied  from  it,  but  that  it  will  either  oblige  or  en- 
courage the  venders  of  fpirlts  to  procure  from  other  places  what  they 
can  no  longer  buy  for  reafonable  prices  at  home  i  and  that  thofe 
drunkards  who  cannot  or  will  not  fuddenly  change  their  cuflomS)  will 
purchafe  from  abroad  the  pleafures  which  we  withhold  from  them, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  natioh  be  daily  dimlnilhed,  but  the  Virtue 
.little  encreafedf 

Thus,  my  Lords,  fljall  we  at  once  dcftroy  our  own  manufaAure 
and  promote  that  of  our  neighbours.  Thus  fhall  we  enrich  other 
govcnimcnts  by  diftreiling  our  own,  and  indead  of  increaTmg 
fobriety,  only  encourage  a  more  expenftvc  and  pernicious  kind  of 
debauchery. 

In  the  bill  now  under  our  confideration,  a  middle  way  is  propofed, 
by  which  reformation  may  be  introduced  by  thofe  gradations  which 
have  always  been  found  necetfary  when  inveterate  vices  are  to  be 
encountered.  In  this  bill  every  neceflary  confideration  appears  to 
have  been  tegaided,  tiie  health  of  the  people  will  be  prefcrved,  and 
I  i  2  _^         their  ■ 
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ihcir  virtue  recovered,  without  deftroying  tbeif  trade  or  flarving 
their  manufadlurers. 

The  efficacy  of  this  bill  Teems,  indeed,  to  be  allowed  by  (bene  rf 
the  Lords  who  oppofe  it,  Tince  their  chief  objedion  has  arifen  frofA 
their  doubts  whether  it  can  be  executed.  If  a  law  be  ufcleft  in 
itfelff  it  is  of  no  importaoce  whether  it  is  eiecuted  or  not;  and 
therefore,  I  Mak,  it  may  fately  be  inferred,  that  they  who  are  folicic* 
ous  how  if  may  be  enforced,  are  convinced  of  its  ufefidnels. 

If  this,  my  Lords,  be  the  chief  obje£tion  now  remaining,  a  little 
CcMifideration  will  eafily  remove  it ;  for  it  is  well  known,  diat  the 
only  obllru^Dn  of  the  former  law  was  the  danger  of  information ; 
but  this  law,  my  Lords,  is  lb  contrived,  that  it  will  promote  the 
execution  of  itlclf  j  for  by  fetting  licences  at  fb  low  a  price,  their 
number  will  be  multiplied,  and  every  man  who  has  taken  a  licence 
irill  think  himlelf  juftified  in  informing  againft  him  that  fliall  ittii 
fpirits  without  a  legal  right. 

If,  therefore,  there  fliould  be,  as  si  noble  Lord  has  very  reafonably 
fuppofed,  fifty  thoufand  licenfed  venders  of  thefe  liquors,  there  wiM 
likewife  be  fif^  thoufand  informers  againft  unlawful  traders ;  and  ts 
the  liquors  may  then  always  be  bad  under  tunSHoa  of  the  law,  the 
populace  will  not  intereA  themfclves  in  that  procefs  which  can  bare 
no  tendency  Co  obftruA  their  pleafure. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  fliall  we,  by  agreeing  to  this  bill,  make  t  law 
that  will  be  at  once  ufcful  to  the  government  and  beneficial  to  the 
people,  which  will  be  at  once  powerful  in  its  eStRi  and  eafy  in  its 
execution  ;  and  therefore,  ifitlead  of  attending  any  more  to  the  wild 
and  imprafficablc  fchemes  of  heavy  taxes,  rigorous  punishments, 
fuddcn  reformations,  and  violent  teftraints,  I  hope  we  fliall  unani- 
mo'ufly  approve  this  method,  from  which  lb  much  may  be  hoped, 
while  nothing  is  hr.ftarded. 

Lord  Carteret  then  rofc  up  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows : 
■^My  Lords,  though  the  noble  Lord  who  has  been  pleafcd  to  incite 
us  10  an  unanimous  concurrence  with  himfclf  and  hisaflbciates  of  the 
minidry  in  palling  [his  excellent  and  wonder-working  bill,  this  bill 
which  is  to  kfiVn  the  coiifumption  of  fpirits,  Without  leflcning  the 
quapilty  which  is  diHillcd,  which  is  to  rellrain  drunkards  from 
drinking,  by  fttting  their  fuvouritc  liquor  alwap  before  their  eyes,  to 
conquer  habits  by  continuing  them,  and  corred  vice  by  indulging  it 
according  to  the  loweft  icckoiiing,  for  at  leaft  another  year ;  yet, 
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my  Lords,  fuch  is  my  obfiins«:y,  or  Tuch  my  ignorance,  that  I  can- 
iiot  yet  comply  with  his  propofal,  nor  can  prevail  wiih  myfelf  either 
to  concur  with  mcafures  fo  apparently  oppofice  to  the  iatereft  of  the 
public,  or  to  hear  them  vindicated,  without  declaring  how  little  I 
approve  them. 

purine  the  courle  of  this  long  debate  I  have  endeavoured  to  reca- 
[Htulale  and  digeft  the  arguments  which  have  been  advanced,  and 
have  coniidered  them  both  feparate  and  conjoined  ;  but  find  myfelf 
»t  the  fame  diftaiice  from  conviSion  as  when  I  entered  the  Houfe  j 
nor  do  I  imagine,  that  they  can  much  aSeQ  any  man  who  doe*  not 
voluntarily  afiift  them  by  ftrong  prejudice. 

In  vindicatioi}  of  jhis  bill,  my  Lords,  we  have  been  told,  that  the 
prefent  law  is  ineffe^al ;  that  our  manufiiflure  is  not  to  be  deftroyed, 
or  not  this  ycaj:  j  (hat  t)ie  fccurity  oflfered  by  the  prefent  bill  has 
induced  great  numberrto  fubfcribe  to  the  new  fiind ;  that  it  has  been 
approved  by  the  Commons  ;  and  that,  if  it  be  found  ineffe^al,  it 
may  be  amended  another  ftJQon, 

All  thcfe  arguments,  my  Lords,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  examine* 
becaufe  I  am  always  defiroys  pf  gratifying  thofe  great  men  to  whom 
the  adipiniftration  of  affairs  js  entnifted,  and  have  always  very 
cautioufly  avoided  the  odium  of  difailedion  which  they  frill  undoubt- 
edly  throw,  in  imitation  of  their  predeccflbrs,  upon  all  thofe  whofe 
wayward  copfciences  JJiall  pblige  them  (o  binder  the  execution  of 
their  fchemes. 

With  a  very  ftrong  defire,  therefore,  though  with  no  great  hopes 
of  finding  them  in  the  right,  I  venturfc  to  begin  my  enquiry,  and 
engage  in  the  examination  of  their  firfl  aflertion,  thaf  Ae  preftnt 
law  againft  the  abufe  of  (Irong  liquors  )s  without  effcd, 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  portends  well  to  my  enquiry,  that  the  firft 
pol)tion  which  I  have  to  examine  is  true,  nor  can  I  forbear  to  con- 
gratulate your  Lordfliips  upon  having  heard  from  the  new  miniftfy 
one  aflertion  not  to  be  contradided. 

It  is  evident,  my  Lords,  from  daily  obfervatioii,  and  dtmonflrable 
from  the  papers  upon  die  uble,  that  ev^y  year,  fince  the  cnaSion  of 
the  lafl  law,  that  vice  has  incrcaled  which  it  was  intended  to  reprcfs, 
and  that  no  lime  has  been  fo  Javourable  to  the  reailers  of  fpiriQ  as 
that  which  has  palled  fince  Aty  were  prohibited. 

It  may  therefore  be  expefied,  my  Lords,  that  having,  agreed  with 

the  minilters  in  their  fundamental  proportion,  I  fhall  concur  with 
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them  in  the  confequcncc  which  they  draw  from  it ;  and  having  al- 
lowed that  the  prcfcnt  law  is  inefFe£tua],  fliould  admit  that  another  is 
ncci'ffary. 

But,  my  Lords,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  this  confequfnce  be 
■  neccflary,  it  murt  firft  be  enquired  wl)y  the  prefent  law  :s  of  no  force  ( 
For,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  found,  upon  reflexion,  that  there  are 
certain  degrees  of  corruption  that  may  hinder  the  eft'efts  of  the  heft 
laws.  The  magiftrates  may  be  vicipus,  and  forbear  to  enforce  that 
law,  by  which  thcmfelves  are  condemned  j  they  may  be  indolent,  and 
inclined  rather  to  cpnniye  atwickedncf^  by  which  they  are  notinjuied 
themfelves,  than  to  reprefs  it  by  a  laborious  exertion  of  their  au- 
thority; Or  they  may  be  timorous,  and,  inftead  of  awing  the  vicious^ 
nay  be  awed  by  them. 

In  any  of  thefe  cafes,  my  Lords,  the  law  is  not  to  be  condemned 
for  its  inefficacy,  fince  it  pnly  fails  by  the  defeat  of  thofe  who  arc  to 
AinQ.  its  operations ;  tbe  bell  and  moft  important  laws  will  contribute 
very  little  to  the  lecuriiy  or  happinds  of  a  people,  |f  no  judges  of 
integrity  and  fpirit  can  be  found  amongft  them.  Even  the  moft 
beneficiaJ  and  ufeful  l»U  that  minifters  can  polSbly  imagine,  3  bill 
for  laying  on  our  ellates  a  tax  of  the  fifth  part  of  thtir  yearly  value, 
would  be  wholly  without  efie^  if  colIeSors  could  not  be  obtained. 

I  am  therefore,  my  Lords,  yet  doubtful,  whether  the  inefficacy  of 
the  law  now  fubfifting  neceilarily  obliges  us  to  provide  another ;  for 
thofe  that  declared  it  to  be  ulelefs,  owned  at  the  fame  time,  that  no 
man  endeavoured  to  enforce  it;  fo  that  perhaps  its  only  defcfl  may 
be,  that  it  will  not  execute  itfcif. 

Nor  though  I  Ihould  allow,  that  the  law  is  at  prefent  impeded  bj 
difficulties  which  cannot  be  broken  through,  but  by  men  of  marc 
Ipirit  and  dignity  than  the  minifters  may  be  inclined  to  truft  with 
commillions  of  the  peace,  yet  it  can  only  be  collefled  that  another 
law  is  necelTary,  not  that  the  law  now  propofcd  will  be  of  any 
advantage. 

Great  ule  has  been  made  of  the  ineSicacy  of  the  prefent  law  tq 
decry  the  propofal  made  by  the  noble  Lord  for  laying  a  high  duty 
upon  thcfe  pernicious  liquors.  High  duties  have  already,  as'we  *rp 
i.-iformcd,  been  tried  without  advantage ;  high  duties  are  at  this  hour 
inipofed  upon  thofe  fpirits  which  are  retailed,  yet  we  fee  them  every 
day  fold  in  the  ftrects  without  the  payment  of  the  tax  required ;  and 

therefore 
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therefore  tt  will  be  folly  to  make  a  fecond  cSzy  of  means  which  have 
beeo  fbund,  by  the  experience  of  many  years,  unfuccefsful. 

It  has  been  granted  on  all  fides  in  diis  debate,  nor  was  it  ever 
dented  on  any  other  occafion,  that  ihc  confuniption  of  any  com- 
modity is  moft  eafily  to  be  hindered  by  raifing  its  price,  and  its  price 
is  to  be  raifed  by  the  impofition  of  a  duty ;  this,  my  Lords,  which  is, 
I  fuppofc,  the  opinion  of  every  man,  of  whatever  degree  of  experience 
or  underftanding,  appears  lilcewife  to  have  been  thought  by  the 
authors  of  the  prcfent  law;  and  therefore  they  imagined,  that  they 
had  effedhially  provided  agninft  the  increafe  of  diunkennefs,  by  laying 
upon  that  liquor  which  fhould  be  retailed  in  fmall  quantities,  a  duty 
which  none  of  the  inferior  clafles  of  drunkards  would  be  able  to  pay. 

ThuF,  my  Lords,  they  conceived,  that  they  had  reformed  tha 
common  people  without  infringing  the  pleafures  of  others,  and  ap- 
plauded the  happy  contrivance  by  which  fpirits  were  to  be  made  dear 
only  to  the  poor,  while  every  man  who  could  afford  to  purchafe  two 
gallons  was  at  liberty  to  riot  at  his  eafe,  and  over  a  full  flowing 
bumper  look  down  widi  contempt  upop  his  former  companions, 
now  ruthlefsly  condemned  to  difconiblate  fobricty,  or  obliged  to  re- 
gale themfelves  with  liquor  which  did  no  fpeedy  execution  upon  their 
cares,  but  held  them  for  many  tedious  hours  in  a  )angui(bing  pgf<- 
(effion  of  their  fcnfes  and  their  limbs. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  intention  was  frudratcd,  and  the  proje£^, 
ingenious  as  it  was,  fell  to  the  ground  ;  for  though  they  had  hid  a 
tax,  they  unhappily  forgot,  that  this  tax  would  make  no  addition 
to  the  price,  unlefs  it  was  paid ;  and  that  it  would  not  be  paid^ 
unlefs  fomewere  impowercd  to  collet  it. 

Here,  my  Lords,  was  the  difficulty,  thofe  who  made  the  law  wers 
inclined  to  lay  a  tax  from  which  themfelves  fliould  be  exempt,  and 
therefore  would  not  charge  the  liquor  as  it  ifTued  from  the  ftill ;  and 
when  once  it  was  dlfpcrfed  in  the  hands  of  petty  dealers,  it  was  ng 
longer  to  be  found  without  the  affiiVance  of  informers,  and  informers 
could  not  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  pcrfecution,  without  the  confent 
of  the  people. 

It  is  not  necellary  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  tlie  law  of  which  the 
repeal  is  propoled,  fince  it  appears  already,  that  it  failed  only  from  a 
partiality  not  eafily  defended,  and  from  the  omiflion  of  what  is  now 
prop(^ed,  the  coUcflion  of  the  duty  as  the  liquor  is  di&illcd. 
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If  this  method  be,  followed,  there  will  be  no  longer  any  need  of  in-; 
formation  or  of  any  ligoroiis  or  new  meifures ;  the  fame  officen 
that  collect  a  fmallcr  duty  may  levy  a  greater,  nor  can  they  be  eafily 
deceived  with  regard  to  the  qtuntitie^  that  are  made ;  thp  deceits,  at 
leaft,  that  can  be  ufcd,  arc  in  ufe  already ;  they  are  frequently  dete^ed 
ani'  fuppreflcd  j  nor  will  a  larger  dytyenatile  the  diftU'crs  tpdudc  the 
vigilance  of  the  officers  with  more  fuccefs. 

Againft  this  propofal,  therefore,  the  ineflGcacy  of  tlie  prelcnt  lav 
can  be  no  obje^on  ;  but  it  is  urged,  that  fuch  duties  would  dcflroy 
the  trade  of  diflllling,  and  a  noble  Lord  has  been  pleated  to  cxprefs 
great  tcndernels  for  a  manufadure  fo  beneAcial  and  extenfive. 

I  cannot  but  fometimcs  wotider,  my  Lords,  at  the  amazing  variety 
of  intelleiits,  which  every  day  furnillies  fame  opportunity  gr  other  of 
obfcryipg,  and  which  cannot  but  be  remarked  on  this  occafioi), 
when  one  produces  agajnft  a  pfopof^l  the  very  argument  which 
anotlicr  offers  in  its  favour.  Ttiat  a  largi;  duty  levied  at  the  ftiU 
would  deftroy  or  very  much  impair  the  trade  of  diftilling,  is  certainly 
fuppofed  by  thofe  who  defend  it,  for  they  prppofcd  it  only  for  tha^ 
end :  and  what  better  method  can  they  propofe,  when  they  are  called 
to  deliberate  upop  ft  bill  for  the  preyeDtipfi  of  the  qcce^ve  ufe  of 
didi'iled  liqijori^ 

I'he  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  kindly  to  inform  us,  that  tbe 
trade  of  diftiliing  if  very  extenfive,  that  it  employs  great  nuoibers, 
and  that  they  have  arrived  at  exqulfite  (kill,  and  therefore — note  well 
the  cpnfequence — the  trade  of  diftiliing  is  not  be  djfcoutaged. 

Once  more,  my  Lord^,  allow  me  tq  wonder  at  the  different  coq- 
ceptions  of  different  underftandings.  It  appears  tq  me,  tbaf  fince  the 
fpirits  which  the  diftillers  produce  are  allowed  to  enfeeble  the  limbs, 
and  vitiate  the  blood,  to  pervert  thi;  heart,  and  obfcpre  the  intetledv, 
that  the  number  of  diflillers  (hould  be  no  argument  in  their  bvour ! 
For  I  never  hearfl  that  a  law  againS  theft  was  repealed  or  delayed, 
becaufe  thieve;  were  ngmcrous.  It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that 
if  fo  formidable  a  body  are  fpnfederatei]  againft  the  virtue  or  the  lives 
of  theii  fctlow-citizens,  it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  havock,  and 
to  interpofe,  while  it  is  yet  in  oiir  pgwer  to  Hop  the  deftru&ton. 

As  little,  my  Lords,  api  I  affed}ed  with  the  merit  of  the  wondei^l 
Ikill  which  the  diftillers  are  faid  to  have  attained,  that  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  no  Acuity  of  great  ufc  to  mankind,  to  prepare  pala^hle 
poifon ;  nor  Iball  I  ever  contritjute  jny  intereil  for  the  rcpr'eve  of  a 
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murderer,  bteaufc  he  has,  by  long  praflice,  obtained  great  dexterity 
in  his  trade. 

If  their  liquors  are  lb  delicious,  that  the  people  arc  tempted  to 
Aeirown  dcftmaion,  let  us  at  length,  my  Lords,  fecure  them  from 
tbde  fatal  draughts,  by  burfting  the  vials  that  contain  them  ;  let  u« 
crufli  at  once  thefe  artifts  in  flaughter,  who  have  reconciled  their 
countrymen  to  ftclcnefs  and  to  ruin,  and  fpread  over  the  pitjals  of 
debauchery  fuch  baits  as  cannot  be  refilled. 

The  noble  Lord  has  indeed  admitted,  that  this  bill  may  not  be 
found  fufficicntly  coercive,  but  gives  us  hopes  that  it  may  be  im- 
proved and  enforced  arwther  year,  and  perfuades  us  to  endeavour  the 
Reformation  of  drunjcennefs  by  degreea^  and  almvc  all,  to  beware  at 
prefent  of  hurting  the  jpanufaSlure. 

I  am  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  thinking,  t^at  there  are  this  year 
jiny  peculiar  reafons  for  tplerating  murder  ;  nor  can  I  conceive  why 
the  manu&chirc  fliould  b^  held  (acred  now,  if  it  be  to  be  deftroyed 
hereafter ;  we  are,  indeed,  defired  fo  try  hov  hi  this  law  will 
operate,  that  we  may  be  oiorc  able  to  proceed  with  due  regard  to  this 
yaluaJ))^  pianufoQifre. 

Wifh  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  law,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it 
will  only  enrich  the  government  without  reforming  the  people,  and 
}  believe  there  are  not  many  of  a  different  opinion ;  if  any  diminution 
of  the  (ale  of  finrits  be  expend  from  it,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that 
tliis  diminution  will  or  will  not  be  iuch  as  is  defired  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  people  i  if  it  be  fufficient,  the  manufaAure  ts  at  an  end, 
aiid  all  the  reafons  agajnfl  a  higher  duty  are  of  equal  force  againfl 
this ;  but  if  it  is  fiot  fufficiept,  we  have,  at  leaft,  omitted  part  of  our 
duty,  and  have  negle&fed  the  health  and  virtue  of  the  people. 

I  cannot,  my  Lords,  yet  difcovcr,  why  a  reprieve  is  defired  for 
(his  manufacture,  why  the  prefent  year  is  not  equally  propitious  to 
the  reformation  of  mankind  as  any  will  be  that  may  fucceed  it.  It  is 
true  we  are  at  war  with  two  nations,  and,  perhaps,  with  more  ;  but 
war  may  be  better  profecuted  without  money  than  without  men,  and 
we  but  little  confult  the  miliury  glory  of  our  country,  if  we  railc 
fupplies  for  paying  our  armies,  by  the  deftrui^ion  of  thofe  armies  that 
we  are  contriving  to  pay. 

We  have  heard  the  neceJSty  of  reforming  the  nation  by  degrees 
prged  as  ait  argument  for  impofing  firA  a  lighter  duty,  and  after- 
yvjirds  a  heavier ;  this  complaifance  for  wiclcednefs,  my  Lords,  is  not 
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Co  dcfenfible  as  that  it  fhould  be  battered  b^  vgutnents  in  form,  and 
therefore,  I  ihall  only  relate  a  reply  made  by  Webb,  the  noted 
walker,  upon  a  parallel  occafion. 

This  man,  who  mufl  be  remembered  by  many  of  your  Lordfliips 
was  remarkable  for  vigour,  bodi  of  mind  and  body,  and  lived  whdiy 
upon  water  for  his  drink,  and  chiefly  upon  vegetables  for  his  other 
fuftenance ;  he  was  one  day  recommending  his  regimen  to  one  c^  his 
friends  who  loved  wine,  and  who  perhaps  might  fomewhat  contribute 
to  the  profperity  of  this  fpirituaus  manufailurt,  and  urged  him,  with 
great  earneflnefs,  to  quit  a  courfe  of  luxury  by  which  his  health  and 
bis  intellefls  would  equally  be  dellroyed.  The  gentleman  appeared 
x:onvinced,  and  told  him,  that  he  would  confi>rm  to  his  counfel,  and 
tiiought  he  could  not  change  his  courfe  of  life  at  once,  but  would 
leave  off  ftrong  liquors  by  degrees.  By  degrees,  fays  the  other,  with 
indignation  1  if  you  fliould  unhappily  lall  into  the  fire,  would  yos 
jcaution  your  fervants  not  to  pull  you  out  but  by  degrees  F 

This  anfwer,  my  Lords,  is  applicable  in  the  prefent  cafe;  tbe 
nation  is  funk  into  the  lowcft  ftate  of  cormptton,  tbe  people  arc  not 
only  vicious  bvt  infolent  beyond  example,  they  not  only  break  tbe 
laws  but  defy  them,  and  yet,  fome  of  your  Lordfliips  are  for  reform- 
ing them  by  degrees, 

I  am  not  ealily  perfuaded,  my  Lords,  that  our  miniHers  really  in- 
tend to  fupply  the  defefh  that  may  hereafter  be  difcovcred  in  this  bill  \ 
it  will  doubtlefs  produce  money,  peifjaps  mgch  more  than  they  appear 
to  expert  from  it ;  I  doubt  not  but  tbe  licenfedTCtailers  will  be  moic 
than  fifty  thoufand,  and  the  quantity  retailed  muft  increafe  with  the 
number  of  retailers.  As  the  bill  will  therefore  anfwer  all  the  ends 
intended  by  it,  I  do  not  expcfi  to  fee  it  altered,  for  I  have  never 
cbfcrvcd  minifters  dcflrous  of  amending  their  own  errors,  unlets  they 
are  fuch  as  produce  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue. 

Befides,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  certain,  ^at  when  this  fiind  is 
fnoitgaged  to  the  public  creditors,  they  can  prevail  upon  the  Com- 
pions  to  change  the  fecurity ;  they  may  continue  the  tull  in  force  ka 
the  rcafons,  whatever  they  are,  for  which  they  haye  paded  it,  and  tbe 
good  intentions  of  our  minifters,  however  fincere,  may  be  jlefeated, 
and  drunkennefs,  legal  drunkennefs,  eftablifhed  in  die  nation. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  very  reafonabic ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to 
exert  ourfelves  for  the  fafcty  of  the  nation,  while  the  power  is  yet  in 
pur  own  hands,  and  wiuiout  regard  to  tbe  opinion  or  proceedings  of 

tbe 
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fbe  other  Houfe,  fhew  that  we  are  yet  the  chief  guardians  of  the 
people,  and  the  moft  vigilant  adverfaries  of  wickednefs. 

The  ready  cotppliance  of  the  Commons  with  the  meafures  pro^ 
pofed  in  this  bill,  has  been  mentioned  here  with  a  view,  I  fuppofe,  of 
influencing  us,  but  furcly  by  thofe  who  had  fbrgotton  our  indepcn- 
tjence,  or  refigned  their  own.  It  is  not  only  the  right, *iit  the  duty 
pi  either  Houfc,  to  deliberate  without  regard  to  the  determinations 
of  the  other  j  for  how  would  the  nation  receive  any  benefit  from  the 
iJiftinift  powers  that  compofe  the  legiflature,  unlefs  their  determina- 
tions arc  without  influence  upon  each  other?  If  either  the  example 
or  authority  of  the  Commons  can  divert  us  from  following  our  own 
convT^ions,  we  arc  no  longer  part  of  the  legiflature ;  we  have  given 
Up  cur  honours  and  our  privileges,  and  what  then  is  our  concurrence 
but  flavery,  or  our  fufFrage  but  an  echo  ? 

The  only  argument  therefore  that  now  remains,  is  the  expediency 
pf  gratifying  thufc  by  whofe  ready  fubfcription  the  exigencies  which 
the  councils  of  our  new  ftatcfmcn  have  brought  upon  us,  and  of  con- 
tinuing the  fecurity  by  %vhich  they  have  been  encoui  aged  to  fuch  libe- 
ral contributions. 

Public  credit,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  of  very  great  importance,  but 
public  credit  can  never  be  long  fupported  without  public  virtue ;  nor 
fndeed  if  the  government  could  mortgage  the  morals  and  health  of 
the  people,  would  it  be  juft  or  ratipnal  to  confirm  the  bargain.  If 
the  mini  (try  can  raife  money  only  by  the  deflruCtion  of  their  fellow- 
fubjeib,  they  ought  to  abandon-  thofe  fchemcs  for  which  the  money 
is  necefiary :  for  what  calamity  can  be  equal  to  unbounded  wick- 
ednefs  ? 

But,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  necefllty  for  a  choice  which  may  coft 
us  or  our  minlders  fo  much  regret  j  for  the  fame  fubfcriptions  may 
be  procured  by  an  offer  of  the  fame  advantages  to  a  fund  of  any  other 
kind,  and  the  finking  fund  will  eafily  fupply  any  deficiency  that  might 
be  fufpeitcd  in  another  fcheme. 

To  confefs  the  truth,  I  (bould  fee!  very  little  pain  from  an  account 
that  the  nation  was  for  fome  time  determined  to  be  lefs  liberal  of 
their  contribution,  and  that  money  was  withheld,  till  it  was  "known 
in  what  expeditions  it  was  to  be  employed,  to  what  princes  fubfidies 
were  to  be  paid,  and  what  advantages  were  to  be  purchafed  by  it  for 
pur  country.  I  fhould  rejoice,  my  Lords,  to  hear  tliat  the  lot- 
fery,  by  wl.ich  the  deficiencies  of  this  duty  are  to  be  fupplied, 
5  vra? 
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was  not  filled  i  and  that  the  pei^e  were  grown  at  Utl  wUe  enou^ 
to  dircem  the  fraud,  and  to  prefer  honcft  commerce,  bj  which  all 
may  be  gainers,  to  a  game  by  which  the  greateft  number  mufl  cer- 
tainly lole,  and  in  which  no  man  can  reafonably  expc&  that  be  OuW 
be  the  happy  favourite  of  fortune,  on  whocn  a  prize  fluU  be 
conferred. 

The  lotteries,  my  Lords,  whicb  former  miniAers  have  propoTed, 
have  always  bccncenfured  bythofe  that  faw  their  nature  and  their 
tendency  ;  they  have  been  confidercd  as  le^l  cheats,  by  which  the 
ignorant  and  the  lafli  are  defrauded,  and  the  fubtle  and  avaricious 
often  enriched  J  they  have  been  allowed  to  divert  die  people  from 
trade,  and  to  alienate  them  from  ufcfu]  induftry.  A  man  who  is 
uneafy  in  his  circum (lances,  and  idle  in  his  dtfpolition,  coUeds  the 
remains  of  his  fortune,  and  buys  tickets  in  a  lottery,  retires  ftom 
bufinefs,  indulges  himfelf  in  lazioefs,  and  waits,  in  fome  obfcutfl 
place,  tiic  event  of  his  adventure.  Another,  inftead  of  employing 
his  Hock  in  a  (hop  or  warehoufe,  rents  a  garret  in  a  private  ftreet, 
znd  makes  it  his  bufiocfs,  by  falfe  intelligence,  and  chimerical  alarms, 
to  raife  and  fink  the  price  of  tickets  alternately,  an^  ukes  advantage 
lof  the  lies  which  t)c  has  t]i(nfe)f  ii)rffnte(]< 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  traQc  (hat  is  produced  by  this  fcheme  of 
railing  money  ^  nor  were  thcl^  inconveniencies  unknown  to  tbe 
prefcnt  miniftcrs  in  the  time  of  their  prcdccelTors,  whom  they  never 
foiled  to  purfue  with  the  loudeft  clamours,  whenever  the  exigendet 
of  the  government  reduced  them  to  a  lottery. 

If  I,  my  Lords^  might  prefumc  to  recommend  to  our  minifleis 
the  mod  probable  method  of  raifing  a  large  fum  for  tbe  payipent  of 
the  troops  of  the  eleiStorate,  I  fliould,  inftead  of  the  tax  and  tottery 
now  propofed,  advife  rhem  to  eftablilb  a  certain  iiumber  of  licenled 
wheel -barrows,  on  which  the  laudable  trade  of  thimbjc  and  button 
ini^ht  be  carried  on  for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  fhoe-boys  ifti|^t 
contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  Houfe  ^f  Aiiftria,  by  ra^ng  fof 
'  apples. 

Having  now,  my  Lords,  examined  with  the  utmoft  candour,  all. 
the  rc^foiis  uhich  have  been  offered  in  defence  of  the  bill,  1  cannot 
conceal  the  rcfult  of  my  enquiry.  The  arguments  have  had  To  little 
efic>lt  upon  my  undcrftanding,  that  as  every  man  judges  of  others  hj 
tiimft'ir,  I  cannot  believe  that  they  hive  any  influence,  even  upon 
thofe  tliat  uffur  them  i  and  therefore  I  am  convinccdl,  that  this  biD 
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muft  be  the  rcfult  of  confideratlons  which  have  been  hitherto  con- 
cealed, and  is  intended  to  promote  defigns  which  arc  never  to  be  Jif- 
(overed  by  the  authors  before  their  execution. 

With  regard  to  thcfe  motives  and  dcflgns,  liowever  artfully  con- 
cealed} every  Lord  in  this  Affeoibly  is  yet  at  liberty  to  offi;r  his  con- 
jectures; and  tbcTcfore  1  fliall  venture  to  lay  before  you  what  ha« 
arifen  in  my  mind,  without  pretending  to  have  difcovercd  abfokitc 
certainty,  what  fuch  accomplifhed  politicians  have  endeavoured  to 
conceal. 

When  I  confider,  my  Lords,  the  tendency  of  this  bill,  I  find  it 
calculated  only  for  tbe  propagation  of  difeafes,  the  fuppreffion  of  , 

inchiftry,  and  the  deftni^on  of  mankind  j  I  find  it  the  moft  fatal 
engine  that  ever  was  pointed  at  a  people,  an  engine  by  which  thofe 
who  arc  not  killed  will  be  difabled,  and  thofc  who  preferve  their 
limbs,  will  be  deprived  of  their  lenfes. 

I'his  bill  therrfbre  appears  to  be  defigned  only  to  thin  the  ranlcs 
of  mankind,  and  to  difburthen  the  world  of  the  multitudes  that  in- 
habit it ;  and  it,  perhaps,  the  ftrongcfl  proof  of  political  fagacity 
ihai  our  new  minifters  have  yet  exhibited.  They  well  know,  my 
Lords,  that  they  are  univerfally  detcAed,  and  that  wherever  a  BricoD 
is  deftroyed,  they  are  freed  from  an  enemy;  they  have  therefore 
opened  the  flood-gates  ot'  gin  upon  the  nation,  that  when  it  ii  Icfs 
numerous,  h  may  be  more  ealily  governed. 

Other  minrftcrs,  my  Lords,  who  bad  not  attained  to  lb  great  a 
knowledge  in  the  art  of  making  war  upon  ^ir  country,  when  they 
found  their  enemies  clamorous  and  bold,  uled  to  awe  them  with 
profecutions  and  penalties,  or  deltroy  them  like  burglars,  with  pri- 
fons  and  whh  gibbets.  But  every  age,  my  Lords,  produces  fome 
improvement,  and  every  natron,  however  degenerate,  gives  birth  at 
fome  happy  period  of  time  to  men  of  great  and  enterprifing  genius* 
It  is  our  fortune  to  be  wtnefles  of  a  new  difcovery  in  politics ;  we 
may  congratulate  ourfelves  upon  bdng  contemporaries  with  thofe 
men  who  have  Ihewn  that  hangmen  and  halters  are  unnecellary  in  a. 
ftate,  and  that  minifters  may  cfcape  the  reproach  of  deftroying  their 
enemies,  by  inciting  them  todcftroy  thcmfclves. 

This  new  method  may,  indeed,  have  upon  different  conftitutions 
a  different  operation ;  it  may  deflroy  the  lives  of  fame,  and  the  fenfes 
of  others  ;  but  eiiher  of  thefe  cf&fte  will  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the 
ininiflry,  to  whom  it  is  ihdiflerent,  provided  the  natiiui  becomes  ic- 

feaHble, 
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lenlible,  whether  peflilence  or  lunacy  prevails  am^g  tfaem.  Either 
tnad  or  dcad»  the  greaieft  paic  of  the  people  muft  ()uickly  be,  of 
there  is  no  hope  of  the  contiiuiance  of  the  prcfent  tniniftry. 

For  this  purpofe,  my  Lords,  what  could  have  been  invented  mote 
efficacious  than  an  cftablifliinent  of  a  certain  number  of  /bops  at 
which  poilbn  may  be  vended ;  poifon  fo  prepared,  as  to  ple^fe  the 
palate  while  it  waftes  the  ftrength,  and  to  kill  only  by  intoxication. 
From  the  firft  inftant  that  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  miniftry  QiaH 
gfow  clamorous  and  turbulent,  a  crafty  hireling  m^y  lead  him  to 
ihc  minifterial  flau^tcr-houfe,  and  ply  him  with  tbeir  wondcr- 
vrorking  liquor,  till  he  ii  no  longer  able  to  fpeak  or  think ;  and,  my 
Lords,  no  man  can  be  more  agreeable  to  our  miniftcrs  Uian  be  that 
can  neither  fpeak  nor  think,  except  thofe  who  fpeak  without 
thinking. 

Sut,  my  Lords,  the  minifters  ought  to  refled,  thAt  though  aU 
tiie  pe<^le  of  the  prefent  age  are  their  enemies,  yet  they  have  made 
no.  trial  of  the  temper  and  inclinations  of  pofterity,  our  fucceflbn 
may  be  of  opinions  very  di&rent  from  ours;  they  may  perha[»  ap- 
prove of  wars  on  the  continent,  while  our  plantations  are  infulttd, 
•nd  our  tiade  ohflxu^d ;  they  may  think  the  fupport  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auflria  of  more  importance  to  us  than  our  own  defence,  aai 
may  perhaps  fo  far  differ  from  their  fathers,  as  to  imagine  the  trca- 
fures  of  Britain  very  properly  employed  in  fuj^rting  die  troops,  and 
increafmg  the  fplcndor  of  a  foreign  eledorate. 

Since  therefore  it  will  not  be  denied  by  our  minifter5>  that  the 
af^^ton  and  gratituJe  of  pofterity  may  atone  for  the  obftioacy, 
Windnefs,  and  malice  of  the  prefent  age  j  fmce  thofe  meafures  which 
are  now  univeifally  ccnfurcd,  may  at  fome  diftant  time  be  praifed 
with  equal  unanimity;  why,  my  Lords,  fhould  ihey  extend  their 
vengeance  to  the  fuccecding  generation  i  why  Oiould  tiicy  endcavoor 
to  torture  their  limbs  with  pains,  and  load  their  lives  with  die  gxult 
of  their  parents  i  why  fhould  they  hinder  that  trade  to  which  Aef 
muft  owe  all  the  comforts  which  plenty  affords  f  why  fhould  they  cof 
dcavour  to  intercept  their  exigence,  or  fuffer  them  to  cxlft  only  to 
be  wretched  i 

If  I  may  once  more  declare  my  fentimenCs,  my  Lords,  I  believe  tJie 
miniAers  do  not  fo  much  wtfh  to  debiliute  the  bodies  as  die  under' 
ftandings  of  pofteriiy,  nor  fo  ardently  defire  a  race  of  cripples  as  of 
fools.     For  cripples,  my  Lordsj  can  make  no  figure  at  a  review,nor 
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ftrut  in  a  red  coat  with  a  tolerable  grace  i  but  fools  are  known  by 
long  experience  to  be  the  principal  fupport  of  an  army,  fince  diey 
are  the  onl^  perfoos  who  are  willing  to  pay  it  I 

Whatever,  my  Lords,  be  the  true  realonf  for  which  this  bill  is  fo 
warmly  promoted,  I  think  tbey  ought,  atlcaft,  to  be  deliberately 
examined ;  and  therefore  cannot  think  it  confident  with  our  regard 
for  the  nation  to  fuffcr  it  to  be  precipitated  into  a  law.  The  year, 
tny  Lords,  is  not  fo  lar  advanced  as  that  fupplies  may  not  be  raifed 
by  fooie  other  method,  if  this  (hould  be  rejefted  ;  nor  do  I  think  that 
we  ought  to  conlent  to  this,  even  though  our  refufa)  fbould  binder 
the  fupplies,  fince  we  have  no  right,  for  the  fake  of  any  advantage, 
however  certain  or  great,  to  violate  all  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth, 
to  doom  thoufands  to  deftrufl'ion,  and  to  fill  the  exchequer  with  the 
price  of  the  lives  of  our  fellow -fubje As. 

Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  fuflvr  ourfelves  to  be  driven 
forward  with  Yuch  hafte  as  may  hinder  us  fr<»n  obfcrving  whither  w* 
are  going ;  let  us  not  be  perfuaded  to  preciplnte  our  counfds  hj 
thofe  who  know  that  all  delays  will  be  detrimental  to  didr  deigns, 
becaufe  delays  may  produce  new  information,  and  they  are  coiricious 
that  the  bill  will  be  lefs  approved  the  more  it  is  undetflood. 

But  every  reaftm  which  they  ctin  o^r  againft  the  motiov,  it,  in 
my  opinion,  a  reafon  for  it;  and  therefore  I  flial)  readily  agree  to 
poftpone  the  claufe,  and  no  lels  readily  to  rejeA  the  bill. 

If  at  lad  reafon  and  evidence  are  vain,  if  neither  jufl-ice  itor  com- 
panion can  prevail,  but  the  nation  muft  be  deftroyed  for  the  fupport 
of  the  government,  let  us  at  leaft,  my  Lords,  confine  our  aflertiom, 
in  the  preamble,  to  truth  ;  let  us  not  a£Brm  that  drunkennefs  is  efta~ 
bliOied  by  the  advice  or  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual,  fince  1  am 
confident  not  one  of  them  will  fo  far  contradict  hii  own  doArine,  aa 
to  vote  for  a  bill  which  gives  a  lan£Hon  to  one  vice,  and  minifterv 
opportunities  and  temptations  to  all  others ;  and  which,  if  it  be  no* 
ipcedily  repealed,  will  overflow  the  whole  nation  with  a  dduge  of 
wickediiefs. 

Lord  IiAY  next  fpoke  to  the  e(k&  following: — My  Lords,  I 
%itve  attended  for  a  long  time  to  the  noble  Lord,  not  without  fome 
degree  of  iincBfinefs,  as  I  think  the  manner  in  which  he  has  treated 
the  queftion  neither  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  this  AQembly,  not 
with  thofe  rules  which  ought  to  be  ever  veneraUe,  the  great  rules  of 
reafon  and  humuiity.    Yet  being  now  arrived  at  a  time  of  life  in 
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which  the  paffiont  grow  calm,  afid  patience  eaTily  prevails  «ver  any 
fudden  difguft  or  perturbation,  I  forbore  to  dilconcert  him,  tttough 
I  have  known  interruption  produced  by  much  flighier  provocations. 

It  it,  my  Lords,  in-my  opinion,  a  juft  maxim,  that  our  delibera- 
tions can  receive  very  little  affiftance  from  merriment  and  ridicule, 
and  that  truth  is  feldom  difcovered  by  thofe  who  are  chiefly  folicitous 
to  ftarC  a  jcft.  To  convince  the  undeHlanding,  and  to  ticlde  die 
bncy,  arc  purpofet  very  different,  and  mull  be  promoted  by  diSerent 
means }  nor  is  be  always  to  imagine  himfelf  fuperior  in  the  difpute^ 
who  il  Bp(ilauded  with  the  loudcft  laugh. 

To  laugh,  my  Lords,  and  to  endeavour  to  communicate  the  bme 
mirth  to  others,  when  great  afiatrs  are  to  be  confidered,  iscertajoly 
to  negled  thevnd  for  which  we  are  aflembled,  and  the  realbos  for 
which  die  privilege  of  debating  was  originally  granted  us.  For 
doubtlefs,  my  Lords,  our  honours  and  our  power  were  not  conferred 
upon  us,  that  we  might  be  merry  with  the  better  grace,  or  that  we 
might  meet  at  certain  times  to  diven  our felves  with  turning  the  great 
a&irs  of  the  nation  to  ridicule. 

.  But,  my  Lords,  ftiU  lefi  dcrenfible  is  this  praflice,  when  we  are 
contriving .  tbe  relief  of  mifery,  or  the  reformation  of  vice  i  when 
calamities  are  preying  upon  tfaoUiandE,  and  the  happinefe  not  only  of 
the  prefent  age,  but  of  ppfterity,  muft  depend  upon  our  relolutioos. 
He  that  can  divert  himfelf  with  the  Cght  of  mifcry,  has  furely  very 
litde  clakn  to  the  great  praife  of  humanity  and  tendcrnefs  ;  nor  can 
be  be  juftly  exempted  from  the  cenfure  of  increaiing  evils,  who 
waftes  in  laughter  and  jocularity  tbat'dmc  in  which  he  mi^t  leiicve 
diem. 

The  bill  now  before  us  has  b<en  repre&nted  by  thole  that  op;^ 
it,  ft  big  with  deflru^on,  and  dangerous  both  to  the  lives,  and  to 
the  virtue  of  the  people.  We  have,  been  told,  that  it  will  at  once 
fill  die  land  with  fLcknefs  and  with  villainyj  and  that  it  will  be  at  tfae 
iiune  time  fatal  to  our  trade,  and  to  our  power ;  yet  thole  who  are 
willii^  to  be  thought  fearful  of  all  thefe  evils,  and  ardently  defirous 
of  averting  them  from  their  country,  onnot  without  laughter  men- 
tion tbe  bill  which  they  oppofe,  or  enunmate  tfae  conlcquences 
which  they  dread  from  it,  in  any  other  language  than  that  of  irwiy 
and  burlelquc. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  fuch  condpft  gives  reafon  for  queltioning 
either  dwir  humanity,  or  theU  finccrity;  for  if  they  rcaQy  fear  fiich 
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dreadjul  calamities,  hov  can  they  be  at  leifure  fof  mirth  atid  gaiety  i 
how  can  ^ey  fport  over  the  grave  of  millioni,  and  indulge  their  vain 
xidicule,  when  the  rutn  of  their  country  is  approaching  ? 

But  without  enquiry,  whether  they  who  i^pofe  die  bill  will  grant 
their  oppofidon  hypocritical,  or  their  patriotiOn  languid,  I  fliall  lay 
my  opinion  of  this  new  regulation  before  your  Lordlliips  with  equal 
freedom,  though  with  Icfs  luxuriance  of  imagination,  and  lefs  gaiety 
of  language. 

Of  this  bill,  notwithftahding  the  acutenets  with  which  it  has  been 
examined,  and  the  acrimony  with  which  it  h^s  been  cenfured,  I  am 
not  afraid  to  affirm,  that  it  is  neither  wicked  nor  abTurd,  that  all  its 
parts  are  confiftent,  and  that  the  eSeds  to  be  expeded  from  it  are 
fobriety  and  health.  I  cannot  find  upon  the  clofeft  examination, 
either  that  it  will  defeat  its  riwn  end,  or  that  the  end  propofed  by  it 
n  difierent  from  that  which  is  prolefled. 

The  charge  of  encouraging  vice  and  tolerating  drunkennefs,  with 
which  thfidefendersof  this  bill  have  been  fo  liberally  afperfod,  may  be, 
in  my  opinion,  more  juftly  retorted  upon  thofe  diat  oppofe  it;  who* 
though  they  [dead  for  the  continuance  of  a  law,  rigorous  indsed,  and 
well  intended,  own  that  it  has  by  the  experience  of.  lercral  years 
been  found  ineffectual. 

What,  my  Lords,  tta  a  drunkard  or  a  profligate  be  fuppofed  to 
wilh,  but  that  the  law  may  ftill  remain  in  its  prefent  ftate,  that  he 
may  ftill  be  purfued  in  a  track  by  which  he  knows  how  to  efcape, 
and  Of^fed  by  reflratnts  which  he  is  able  to  break  i  What  can  he 
defire,  but  that  the  book  of  ftatutcs  fliould  lie  ufdcfs,  and  tb>t  no 
laws  fliould  be  made  againft  him,  but  fuch  as  cannot  be  put  in 
execution  i  —. 

The  defeds  of  the  prefent  hw  ire  indeed  very  numerous ;  nor 
ought  it  to  be  continued,  even  though  no  other  were  to  be  fubftituted. 
It feems  to  fuppole  the  ufe  of  diftiilcd  liquors  abfolutely  unlawful,  and 
therefore  impofed  upon  licences  a  duty  fo  enormous,  that  only  three 
i»ere  t^eo  in  the  whole  kingdom,  and  the  people  were  therefore 
obliged  to  obtain  by  illegal  methods  what  they  could  not  pciTuadt 
themfelvet  vdiolly  to  forbear.  '        . 

The  method  of  dete^ing  oflenders  was  likewife  fuch  as  gave  op- 
pmtuni^  for  villainy  to  triumph  over  innocence,  and:ibr  perjury  to 
grow  rich  wirii  the  plunder  of  the  poor.  Everf  charity  itfclf  might 
be  punilhed  by  it  j  knd  h«  that  gave  a  glafs  of  fpirits  to  a  oiiui  fainting 
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under  poverty,  or  ficlcQcfs,  or  fatigue,  might  b*  punifltcJ  as  a  itoakx 
of  fpirits  without  a  licence. 

'I'bele  dcfciis,  which  were  jiot  Teen  when  the  hw  was  maile,  fcaa 
excited  a  dlllilce.  No  man  enforced  the  cxccuuod  of  it,  bccaiile 
every  man  knew  that  on  fonie  occafioos  be  might  bimfelf  break  it ; 
;itid  itiey  who  fuffered  for  the  vidation  of  it,  were  often  pitied  by  tbofe 
whole  office  obliged  them  topunilbthem.  Thus  the  law,  after  bar- 
ing  been  executed  a  few  months  with  rigour,  was  laid  afide  as  im* 
practicable,  and  appears  now  to  be  bcitly  repealed;  for  it  is  sffk' 
fently  an  empty  form  without  effeii. 

If  therefore  the  ule  of  fpirits  be  fo  deflru^ve  as  is  generally  aU 
)owed,  it  is  furely  necellary,  that  the  legiflature  dould  at  laft  i^iair 
the  ieleSts  of  the  former  law,  and  the  nation  Qiould  not  be  .vitiated 
and  ruined,  without  fome  endeavours  for  its  prefervation  ;  and,  ia 
inyopinion,  to  lay  a  double  duty  upon  thefe  li<]u(H^,  is  very  rational 
and  prudent.     An  increafe  of  the  price  mud  leflin  the  confumpdon. 

To  what,  degree  the  confumption  will  be  diminilhed  by  this  new 
duty,  I  am  not  able  to  foretel  i  but  undoubudly  fome  diminution  will 
be  produced,  and  the  leaft  diminution  will  affi>rd  us  this  comfort,  thK 
the  evil  docs  not  increafe  upon  us,  and  that  this  law  is  therefore  better 
than  that  which  we  have  repealed. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Ixvds,  I  approve  the  prefent  bill,  witfarait 
enquiring  whether  it  is  perfe^j  it  is  fufficient  for  me  in  the  prefent 
exigence,  that  the  nation  will  gain  fomething  by  the  change,  and 
the  people  will  be  drawn  nearer  to  fobriety,  temperance,  and  induftry. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the  determination 
of  the  other  Houfe,  I  tliink.  the  bill  fuffidently  defenfible  by  rcalbn 
and  policy ;  nor  can  I  conceal  my  opinion,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  k 
are  the  real  enemies  of  their  country. 

[The  quellion,  Whether  the  Houfe  fliould  be  now  refumed,  was 
then  put,  and  determined  in  the  negative  by  56  againft  35. 

The  other  cfaufes  were  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  couvfe  of  their  proceedings  then  required,  that  a  day  fliouU 
jje  api^ointcd  for  the  third  reading,  and  Lord  Sahowick  therefiM* 
rofc,  and  fpokc  to  the  following  effeft ;] 

My  Lords,  As  the  importance  of  the  bill  now  before  os  jrfly  de- 
mands the  mattirefl  confidu-ation,  it  is  not  wtdiout  unufual  concern, 
that  I  obfcrve  the  abfeace  of  many  Lords,  for  whofe  wifdom  and  ez- 
l^rience  I  have  tbe.higheft  vencntion]  and  wbom I  eftecm  equally 
■     -  '  -       -  *> 
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for  their  penetration  and  their  integrity.  I  fliould  bop?,  that  all  thofc 
who  feel  in  their  hearts  the  love  of  their  country,  and  are  confcious  of 
abiliues  to  promote  its  happinefs,  would  aflemble  on  this  great  occa- 
lion^  and  that  the  collective  wifdom  of  this  Houfe  would  be  exerted^ 
«hen  the  lives  and  fortunes,  and,  what  is  yet  more  worthy  of  regard, 
the  virtue  of  the  people  is  involved  in  the  queflion. 

As  there  can  be  no  avocations  which  can  polBbly  withhold  a  wife 
man  from  counfcls  of  fuch  moment  to  his  country,  to  himfelf  and 
to  hispofterityj  as  there  is  no  in tercfl  equivalent  to  the  general  happi- 
nefs,  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  either  bufinefs  or  plcafurc  detain  thofe 
.tvho  have  not  atteikded  at  the  examination  of  this  bill ;  and  therefore 
imagine,  that,  they  are  abfent  only  becaufe  they  have  not  been  fuffif 
ciently  informed  of  the  importance  of  the  queftion  that  was  this  day 
to  be  difcufled. 

It  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  neceffary,  in  my  opinion,  that  on  the 
day  of  the  third  reading  they  be  again  fummoned  to  attend,  that  the 
law  which  is  allowed  to  be  only  an  experiment,  of  which  the  event 
is  abfolutely  uncertain,  may  be  examined  with  the  utmoft  care  i  that 
all  its  confequences  may  be  known,  fo  far  as  human  wifdom  is  able  to 
difcover,  and  that  we  may  at  leaA  be  exempt  from  the  imputation  of 
being  negligent  of  the  wel^reof  our  country,  and  of  being  defirous 
of  avoiding  information  or  etiquiry,  left  they  fliould  retard  our  mca- 
fures,  or  contradi^  our  afiertions. 

But  fince  it  is  rcafonable  to  believe,  my  Lords,  that  many  of  thofe 
-who  might  affift  us  in  this  difficult  enquiry,  are  now  in  the  country, 
it  it  jKCtSkijf  that  our  fummons  may  have  the  efFe£t  which  is  defired, 
to  defer  the  readii^  for  fome  time.  For  to  what  purpofe  will  it  be 
to  require  their  prefence  at  a  time,  at  which  we  know  it  is  tmpoffibic 
for  them  to  comply  with  our  orders  i  To  direS  what  cannot  be  done, 
is  furety  in  its  own  nature  abfurd  and  contemptible,  and  on  this 
occalion  wiU  expofe  not  only  our  undcrftanding  but  our  honeft^  to 
doubts  i  for  it  will  be  imagined,  that  we  are  only  endeavouring  to 
make  faUe  fliows  of  caution  and  accuracy,  and  that  we  in  reality 
defire  to  determine,  without  the  concurrence  of  .thofe  whole  prefence 
we  publicly  require. 

I  therefiire  move,  that  the  third  reading  of  this  bill  may  be -de- 
lated five  days,  and  that  immediate  fummoni  be  ifiiied  for  all  Lords 
tP  Attend. 

K  k  2  Lord 
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Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  infubftance  as  follows: — My  Lonjs, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  noble  Lords  to  debate  once  more  die 
ulefulne&  or  expedience  of  this  bill,  if  tbey  have  any  new  argumaa 
to  produce,  or  are  defirous  of  another  opportunity  to  repeat  tbole 
which  have  been  already  beard,  I  hope  tbey  will  not  long  withhold, 
either  from  thcmlelves  or  their  opponents,  that  ladsJa^on. 

Your  LordQiips  are  lb  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  public, 
and  know  fo  well  the  danger  of  the  liberties  of  the  continent,  tbo 
power  of  the  enemies  whom  we  are  to  oi^iole,  the  dreadful  confer 
quences  of  an  unfiiccefsful  oppofidon,  and  the  neceffity  of  vigour  and 
expedition  to  procure  fucccls,  that  it  cannot  be  neceflary  to  urge  die 
iinpr(q>ricty  of  delaying  the  bill  from  which  the  fup|dies  are  to  be 
npeaed. 

The  convenience  of  deferring  this  bill,  however  plaufibly  repre- 
iented  by  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  is  overbalanced  by 
die  neceSty  of  confidering  it  to-morrow.  Neccffity  is  an  argument 
iriiich  no  acutene(s  can  overthrow,  and  againft  which  eloquence  will 
be  employed  to  little  purpofe.  I  therefcure,  my.  Lords,  c^jpoTc  the 
motion,  not  diat  it  is  unrcafonable  in  itfelf,  but  becaule  it  cannot 
be  admitted  }  I  recommend  difpatch  on  this  occaflon,  not  becaule  it 
is  barely  right,  but  becauje  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary. 

Lord  Hervby  then  role  up  and  ^ke  Co  tbe  fcdlowing  effed  :-•» 
My  Lords,  It  is  always  the  laft  refource  of  miniflcrs  to  call  thofe 
tneafures  necelliuy  which  they  cannot  fliew  to  be  juft;  and  wbcn 
tbey  have  tried  all  the  arts  of  fallacy  and  illuflon,  and  found  them  all 
baffled,  to  ftand  at  bay,  bccaufe  they  can  fly  no  longer,  lo(dc  their 
opponents  boldly  in  the  face,  and  ftun  them  with  tbe  fimnidablc 
found  of  necelB^. 

But  it  is  generally  the  fortune  of  minlfters  to  discover  oeceSty 
much  fooncr  than  they  whofe  eyes  are  not  Sharpened  by  emidoyiBeiMS; 
they  frequently  call  that  neccffity,  oD  which  no  other  man  would  be* 
ftow  the  title  of  expediency^  and  that  is  leldom  neceflary  to  be  done* 
which  others  do  not  think  neceflary  to  be  avoided. 

At  prcfcnr,  my  Lords,  I  fee  nothing  necd&ry,  but  what  is  equally 
neceflary  at  2II  times,  that  we  do  our  duty  to  our  country,  and  dif* 
charge  our  truft,  without  fufiering  ourfclves  to  be  ttrrified  vntii 
imaginary  dangers,  or  allured  by  imaginary  benefits.  Tliewv  viucl| 
IS  fald  to  produce  th«  n«cellity  of  this  bill,  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  neccf* 
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fary  in  itfelf ;  and  if  your  tx>rd{hips  differ  from  me  in  that  renttment, 
tt  muft  yet  be  allow<ed,  that  there  is  time  fuffieaent  to  provide  fupplies 
by  new  meAods. 

Uutf  my  Lords,  if  die  motion,  in  which  I  concur,  be  over-niled 
on  a  pretence  of  neceffity,  it  will  Ihew  an  eager  defire  to  haften  a  hilt, 
which  if  reietred  to  any  twelve  men  not  of  either  Houfe  of  the  Senate, 
their  examination  would  terminate  in  this,  that  they  bring  it  in  guilty 
rf  toilful  murder. 

Lord  Cholmokdelby  fpoke  next  in  fubftance  as  follows : — My 
I<ords,  As  there  is  no  doubt  but  particular  meafures  may  be  fome- 
ttmes  oecelliiry,  I  difcover  no  reafon  that  ought  to  hinder  the  men- 
tion of  that  neceffity  ;  for  furely  where  it  can  be  alTerted  with  truth, 
k  is  the  moft  powerfiil  of  all  arguments,  and  cannot  be  wifely  or 
faoneftly  ncg1e£bd. 

In  the  prelent  cafe,  my  Lords,  I  can  difcover  no  impropriety  in 
mentioning  it ;  for  I  fuppofc  that  noble  Lord  did  not  intend  to  rcftrain 
it  to  the  moft  rigorous  (enle ;  be  did  not  mean,  diat  there  is  the  &me 
neceffity  of  reading  this  bill  to>morTOW  for  the  focce&  of  the  war,  as 
of  extinguiOuDg  a  fire  for  the  prefervadon  of  a  town ;  but  dut  the 
zeafons  for  difpatch  abfolutely  overbalanced  alt  the  pleas  that  coul4 
be  offered  for  delays. 

This  neceffity,  my  Lwds,  I  am  not  afhamed  to  aflert  after  him  ; 
nor  can  I  think  it  confiflcnt  with  common  prudence,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  our  affairs,  to  defer  the  third  reading  beyond  to-morrow ; 
for  the  fupplies  which  this  bill  muft  produce,  are  to  be  employed  in 
attempts  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  which  cannot  Ail  without 
the  ruin  of  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  an  irreparable  injury  to  this 
nation. 

I  cannot  therefore  but  confefs  my  furprize  at  the  vehemence  with 
which  this  bill  IS  oppofed  ;  vehemence  fo  turbulent  and  fierce,  diat 
ibme  Lords  have  been  tranfported  beyond  that  decency  which  it  is 
our  duty  and  our  intereft  to  preferye  in  our  deliberations  i  nor  have 
reftrained  themlelvcs  from  cxpRffions,  which,  upon  reflexion,  I  be* 
lieve  they  will  not  think  delenlible ;  ftom  among  which  I  cannot  but 
particularize  the  horrid  and  opprobrious  term  of  murder. 

The  reverend  Prelates,  who  have  fpoken  againft  the  bill,  may  be 

caJUy  believed  to  be  as  zealous  for  virtue  as  thofe  who  have  indulged 

^mfelves  in  this  vi(dence  of  Unguage;  yet  they  have  never  charged 

ibak  who  defend  the  meafurea  now  pn^ofed  widi  the  guilt  pf  murder, 
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but  have  decently  delivered  their  own  opinions,  williout  reproaching 
thofe  who  differ  from  them. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  as  I  cannot  thint  the  niotiQn  for  furthei 
delay,  feafonable  or  proper,  or  neceOary  to  the  difcovery  of  truth, 
cr  confident  with  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  ft  is  my  refotutio(i  to  vote 
?gainft  it. 

.  The  Dulce  of  Bbdforq  fpoke  next  in  fubftance  as  follows : — M)r 
Lords,  The  ardour  with  which  the  noble  Lord  appears  to  refent  di« 
indignity  offered  to  the  bill,  fliews  only  that  he  hitnfelf  approves  it, 
but  not  that  if  deferves  the  approbation  of  the  HouTc. 

I  think  it  of  ule,  noCwithltanding  the  plaulible  pleas  of  decency 
pr  poliFenefs,  that  i:very  thing  Ihould  in  this  Houfe  be  called  by  its 
right  name,  that  we  may  pot  difpute  for  one  tbin^,  and  vote  ior  ano- 
ther; and  fince  the  bill  will  certainly  dcftroy  multitudes,  if  it  pror 
fnotes  the  fale  of  diflilJed  fpirits,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  it  will 
promote  ;t,  I  know  not  by  what  appellation  to  denominate  its  cffe^ 
if  that  be  denied  me,  which  has  been  already  ufed. 

[I'he  Speaker  then  put  the  queftion  in  form,  "  Is  it  your  Lwd-r 
"  fhips  pleafure,  that  the  third  rpadifig  of  th?  bill  be  put  off  for  fire 
*'  days  ? "   It  was  refojved  in  (he  negative  by  52  to  29. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  bill  fliould  be  r^  the  tbird  time  on 
f  he  day  following,  and  that  the  Lords  fliould  be  fumnoned  to  attend. 

On  the  next  day  the  Houfe,  according  to  the  order,  met,  aa4 
another  debate  enfued,  which  wa^  begun  by  Lord  Hbryey,  v^ 
fpoke  in  fubflance  as  follows :] 

My  Lords,  The  tendency  of  the  bill,  which  we  are  now  to  apfwovc 
or  lejtQy  is  fo  apparently  defVruflive  to  the  ends  of  government,  I9 
apparently  dangerous  to  public  happinefs,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  in^ 
fiitutions  of  the  moft  celebrated  lawgivers,  and  the  policy  of  the  moft 
ilourifbing  nations^  that  I  l^ill  continue  to  thin^  if  my  duty  to  flru^k 
fgainft  it. 

Almoft  every  legiflator  of  the  world,  my  Lords,  from  whatem^ 
prigin^  he  derived  his  authority,  has  exerted  it  in  the  prohibition  of 
fuch  foods  as  tended  to  injure  the  health,  and  deftr<^  the  vigour  of 
fhe  people  for  whom  he  deflgned  his  inftitutions. 

The  great  inftrudlor  of  the  Jew$,  who  delivered  bif  laws  by  diyine 

authority,  prohibited  the  ufe  of  fwine's  flelh,  for  nQ  other  caul^  fo 

far  as  human  reafon  is  able  to  difcovcr,  than  that  it  corrupted  tbe 

bjood,  and  produced  loatbfonie  dilaafes  apd  maljidte;  vhicti  jelcendej 
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10  pofteril^;  and  therefore  in  prohibiting,  afi£r  his  example,  the  ule 
df  liquors  which  produce  the  fame  cffcds,  we  fhall  follow  the  au- 
tliority  of  the  great  Governor  of  the  univcrfe. 

The  author  of  another  religion,  a  religion  founded  indeed  onfuper-. 
ftition  and  credulity,  but  which  prevails  over  a  very  great  part  of  the 
earth,  has  laid  his  followers  under  reftraints  ftill  more  feverc  ;  he  has 
forbidden  them  todifpel  their  cares,  or  exalt  their  pteafures  with  wine, 
has  banifhed  from  their  banquets  that  ufeful  opponent  of  troublefome 
reflexion,  and  doomed  all  thofc  who  receive  his  law,  not  tofobriety 
only,  but  to  ab^nence. 

The  authority  of  this  man,  my  Lords,  cannot  indeed  be  urged  as- 
unexceptionable  and  decifiyei  but  the  reception  of  his  impoilure 
fliews,  at  leaft,  that  he  was  not  unacquainted  with  human  naturc,- 
and  that  he  knew  how  to  adapt  his  forgeries  to  the  nations  among 
which  he  vented  them ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  but  the  prohibition 
of  wine  was  found  gCRcrally  u&ful,  liace  it  obtained  fo  ready  a 
compliance. 

All  nations  in  the  world,  my  Lords,  in  every  age  of  which  there 
remain  any  hiftorical  accounts,  hare  agreed  in  the  necefGty  of  laying 
^ftraint  upon  appetite,  and  fecting  bounds  to  the  wanionnefs  of  luxury  ( 
.  every  legiflaturc  has  claimed  and  pra<^ifed  the  right  of  withholding 
thole  pleafures  which  the  people  have  appeared  inclined  to  uCe  to  ex- 
cels, and  preferring  the  lafety  of  multitudes  whom  liberty  would  de-' 
Sroy,  to  the  oonvenience  of  thofc  who  would  have  enjoyed  it  within 
the  limits  of  reafon  and  of  virtue. 

The  wcU^rc  of  the  pubKc,  my  Lords,  has  always  been  allowed  the 
liipreme  law ;  and  when  any  governors  facrifice  the  general  good 
uther  to  private  views,  or  temporary  convenience,  they  deviate  at 
Qnce  from  integrity  and  policy,  they  betray  their  truft,  and  ncgle^ 
their  intcreft. 

The  prohibition  of  thofe  commodities  which  are  inftrumental  to 
vice,  is  not  only  dieted  by  policy  but  nature  ;  nor  does  it  indeed 
require  much  fagacity,  when  the  evil  is  known,  to  find  the  proper 
lemcdy }  for  even  the  Indians,  who  have  not  yet  reduced  the  art  of 
government  to  a  idcnce,  nor  learned  to  make  long  harangues  upon 
the  different  interefts  of  foreign  powers,  the  neceffity  of  raifing  fup- 
plies,  or  the  importance  and  extent  t^  manufa3ures,  have  yet  been 
able  to  difcover,  that  diftilled  fpirits  are  pernicious  to  fociety,  and 
^t  the  ufe  of  Chepi  can  only  be  hindered  by  prohibiting  the  lale* 

K  )E  4  For 


J04  BEBATIOK  flEB. S3. 

For  this  reiTon,  my  Lards,  tljcjr  btre  petitioned,  that  none  of  thb 
delicious  poifon  {bould  be  imported  from  Britain ;  they  have  ddired 
us  to  confine  this  fountain  of  wickednefii  and  mifery  to  ftream  in  our 
own  country,  without  pouring  upon  tbem  dtole  inunduions  of  de- 
bauchery, by  which  we  are  ourfelves  overflowed. 

When  we  may  be  lent  with  juftice  to  learn  from  the  lude  ami 
ignorant  Indians  the  firft  elements  of  civil  wifdom,  we  have  furc)^ 
not  ipuch  right  to  faoaft.of  oar  fbrefight  and  knowledge  ;  we  muft 
furely  confer,  that  we  have  hillierto  valued  ourfelves  upon  our  arts 
with  very  little  reafon,  fince  we  have  not  learned  how  to  prcfcrve 
•ither  wealth  or  virtue^  either  peace  or  commerce. 

The  maxims  of  our  politicians,  my  Lords,  differ  widely  from  thofe 
of  the  Indian  favagcs,  as  they  are  the  effet^  of  longer  confideration, 
and  reafonings  formed  uppo  more  ejUenlive  views.  What  Indian, 
my  Lords,  would  hare  contrivod  to  hinder  bis  countrymen  from 
drunlcenncfs,  by  facing  that  lii^uor  in  their  houfes  wtucb  tempted 
them  to  excefs  j  or  would  have  difcovcred,  that  prdiibition  only  wcm 
the  cau&  c^  boundIe(s  excefies ;  that  to  {ubdua  the  appetite  ootlung 
was  ^ece&ry  but  to  folicit  it  i  aitd  that  what  was  always  o&rcit 
would  never  be  received  ?  The  Indians,  in  the  fin^icity  of  mett 
unacquainted  with  Eu;-opeait  and  BritiOi  refinements,  imagiiied,  that 
fo  put  an  end  to  the  ufe  of  any  thing,  it  was  only  necellary  to  take  it 
away  j  and  conceived,  that  they  could  no^  promote  jbbne^  mora 
cfie^hiaUy,  than  by  allowing  tbe  people  not)ui)g  wifb  i^ch  Aey  coulif 
bjE  drunk. 

But  if  our  politicians  {boi|ld  fei)d  roiffiouries  to  teach  them  the  art 
pf  government,  they  woijld  quickly  be  Qtewn,  that  if  they  would  ac- 
complifl)  their  dcfign,  diey  muft  appoint  evn-y  tenth  man  among  tbeni 
to  diftribuce  fpirits  to  the  nine,  and  to  drink  them  hiinlclf  in  what 
quantity  they  fhall  dcAre,  and  that  then  the  peace  of  their  country 
will  be  no  longer  diflurbcd  by  the  quarrels  of  debauchery, 

It  is  indeed  not  without  amazement,  that  I  hear  this  bill  lerioufly  > 
defended  as  a  (chcme  for  fupprcffing  drunkenttels,  and  find  fome 
Lords,  who  admit  that  fifty  thouland  houfes  will  be  <q>ened  for  die 
public  He  of  fpirits,  afTert  that  a  lefs  quantity  of  fpirits  will  be  fold. 

The  foundation  of  ihis  opinion  is  in  itfelf  very  uncertain ;  fbc 
nothing  more  is  urged,  but  that  all  who  lell  under  the  {anfiion  od 
licence,  will  be  ready  to  inform  againA  thofe  by  whom  no  licence  has 
been  purchafcd^  and  that  therefore  fifty  thouCtnd  liccnied  retailers 

maj 
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may  hurt  a  greater  number  who  now  lell  fpirits  in  oppofitios  to  tiie 
law. 

AH  this,  my  Lords,  is  very  far  from  certainty ;  for  it  cannot  be 
proved,  that  there  are  now  fo  great  a  number  of  retailers  as  this  aA 
may  produce:  it  is  likely  that  fecurity  will  cricouragftmany  toent£age 
in  this  trade,  who  are  at  prefent  deterred  from  it  by  danger.  It  is 
poffible,  that  thofe  who  purcbafe  licences  may  oeverthelefg  forbear  to 
profecute  thofe  that  fell  fpirits  without  the  protc&ion  of  the  law.. 
They  may  forbear,  my  Lords,  from  the  common  princi[dcs  of  hu- 
manity, bccanfe  they  think  thofe  poor  traders  defcrvc  rather  pity  than 
punifhmcnt ;  they  may  forbear  from  a  principle  that  operates  more 
frequently,  and  too  often  more  ftrongly,  a  regard  to  their  own  intereft. 
They  ma^  themfclvcs  offend  the  law  by  fome  other  parts  of  their 
condaSt,  and  may  be  unwilling  to  provoke  an  inipeflion  into  theic 
own  a^ons,  by  betraying  officioufly  the  faults  of  their  neighbours } 
or  they  may  be  influenced  by  immediate  terrors,  andexpefttobe 
hunted  to  daaih  by  the  lage  of  the  populace. 

All  tbefe  conGderations  may  be  urged  againft  the  only  fuppc^ition 
diat  has  been  made,  with  any  fbew  of  reafon,  in  favour  of  the  biD; 
and  of  thcfe  various  circumftances,  fome  one  or  other  will  atmoft  al- 
ways be  found.  Every  man  will  have  cither  fear  or  pity,  bccaufc 
almoft  every  good  man  is  inclined  to  compaffion,  and  every  wicked 
man  is  in  danger  from  the  Jaw ;  and  I  do  not  fee  any  reafon  for 
imagining,  that  the  people  will  tolerate  informers  more  willingly  now 
than  in  the  late  years. 

But  fuppofe  it  fhould  be  granted,  though  it  cannot  be  certain,  an4 
has  not  yet  been  fhewn  to  be  probable,  that  the  dandeftine  trade  will 
be  interrupted }  I  am  not  able  to  follow  thefe  minifterial  reafoners 
immediately  to  the  confcqueiice  which  they  draw  from  this  conccffion, 
and  which  muil  be  drawn  from  it,  if  it  be  of  any  ufe  in  the  dediion 
of  the  queflion,  nor  can  fee  that  the  cunTumption  of  fpirituous  liqiiprs 
will  be  made  lefi. 

Let  us  examine,  my  Lwds,  Ae  ppemifes  and  fhe  conlequences  to< 
gethcr,  without  fuSering  our  attention  to  be  led  alhray  by  ufelefs  dt- 
greffions.  Spirits  will  be  now  fold  only  with  licence  I  therefore  left 
vrill  be  fold  than  when  it  was  fold  only  by  ftealth  ! 

purely,  -my  Lords,  fuch  arguments  will  not  much  influeitce  this 

^Ulembty.     Why,  my  Lords,  fhould  lefe  be  bought  now  than  fer- 

fnerly  l  ft  is  not  denied,  that  tbeie  will  t>e  in  every  place  a  licenfed 

S  Ibop, 
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flic^T  ^cre  drunitards  may  riot  in  Iccurityj  and  what  can  be  more 
inviting  to  wretches  who  plac^  in  drunkenneli  their  utmoft  felicitjrf 
K  yoa  Ihould  favourably  luppofe  no  more  to  be  fold,  yet  why  Ihoiild 
thofc  who  now  buy  any  fuppofed  (|u3ntity,  buy  left  when  the  rcAraint 
is  taken  away  ?  ' 

If  it  be  urged,  that  the  prefent  taw  does  in  reality  impofc  no  re- 
ftraint,  the  intended  a£t  wilt  make  no  alteration.  There  is  do  real 
prohibitioD  now,  there  will  be  no  nomifial  prohibition  hereafter  (  and 
tborefoie  the  law  will  only  produce  what  its  advoc&tcs  cxped  from  it, 
^n  yearly  addition  to  the  revenue  of  the  government.  But,  my 
Lords,  let  us  at  laft  enquire  to  what  it  is  to  be  imputed,  that  the 
prefcitt  law  fwells  .the  ftatute  book  to  no  purpofc?  and  why  this 
jKrnicious  trade  is  carried  on  with  confidence  and  fecurity,  in  oppo- 
i^tion  to  the  law  ?  It  will  not  iurcly  be  coofeded,  that  the  govem- 
oieut  has  wanted  authority  to  execute  its  own  laws ;  that  the  legiOa- 
ture  has  been  awed  by  the  populace,  by  the  dregs  of  the  populace,  tbs 
drunkards  and  die  beggars !  Yet  when  the  provifions  made  for  tba 
(;cecution  of  a  law  fo  falutary,  lb  ]ufi,  and  Co  nccelTary,  were  found 
^efeitivc,  why  were  not  others  fubttitutcd  of  greater  efficacy  ?  Why, 
when  one  informer  was  torn  in  pieces,  were  there  not  new  fecurities 
propofed  to  proteft  thole  who  fttould  by  the  fame  oSeoce  difpleafe  the 
people  afterwards  f 

1'he  law,  my  Lorde,  has  failed  of  a  great  part  of  its  efkSt ;  but  tt 
has  failed  by  cowardice  on  one  part,  and  negligence  on  anotberj  and 
though  the  duty,  as  it  was  laid,  was  in  itfelf  fomewhat  invidious,  it 
urould  however  have  been  enforced,  could  the  revenue  .have  gained 
as  much  by  the  punilhment  as  wais  gained  by  the  toleratioii  of 
debauchery. 

.It  has  however  fome  efFccl ;  it  may  be  imagined,  that  no  man  can 
be  truncd,  wlicrc  he  is  not  known,-and  that  fome  men  are  known 
too  wtll  to  be  trufted ;  and  therefore  many  muft  be  occafionally 
hindered  from  drinking  fpirits,  while  the  law  remains  in  its  prefcnt 
ftate ;  who,  when  houfes  are  fct  open  by  licence,  wilt  never  want  an 
opportunity  of  complying  with  their  appetites,  but  may  at  any  tim« 
enter  confidently,  and  c«ill  for  poifon,  and  mingle  with  numerous 
a{lemblies  met  only  to-provoke  each  other  to  intemperance  by  z 
kind  of  brutal  emulation  and  obftrcpcrous  merriment. 

This  bill  therefore,  my  Lords,  is,  as  it  has  been  termed,  only  an 
nperimcnt  j  an  experiment,  my  Lords,  of  a  very  daring  kind,  which 
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none  would  hazard  but  empirical  politicians.  It  is  an  experiment  to 
difcovcr  how  &r  the  vices  of  tix  populace  may  be  made  ufefiil  to  die 
government,  what  taxes  may  be  railed  upon  poifon,  and  how  much 
the  Court  may  be  enriched  by  the  deftni^ion  of  the  fubje^. 

The  tendency  of  this  bill  is  fo  evident,  that  tbofe  who  appeared  as 
its  advocates  have  rather  endeavoured  to  defeat  their  opponents  bjF 
charging  their  propofaU  with  abfurdity,  than  by  extenuating  the  iU 
(Tonfequence  of  their  own  fcheme. 

Their  principal  charge  is,  that  thole  who  oppofe  the  bill  recom- 
mend a  total  prohibition  of  all  fpirits.  This  aflertion  giv«  them  aa 
opportunity  of  abandoning  their  own  caufe,  to  expatiate  upon  the 
innocent  ufes  of  fpirits,  of  their  efficacy  in  medicine,  and  their  con- 
venience in  domeAic  bufinefs,  and  to  advance  a  multitude  of  pofitions 
n^ich  they  know  will  not  \x  denied,  but  which  may  be  at  once  mad« 
Mfelels  to  them  ;  by  afliiring  them,  that  no  man  dcflres  to  deflroy  tlw 
dilHUery  for  the  gleafure  of  dcftroying  it,  or  Jtitends  any  thing  more 
than  fome  provifions  which  may  hinder  dilUUed  fpirits  from  bein^ 
^ranlc  by  common  people  upon  common  .occafions. 

Having  thus  obviated  die  only  anfwer  that  has  hitherto  been  made 
to  the  ftrong  arguments  which  have  been  of&red  againft  the  bill,  I 
muft  declare,  that  I  have  heard  nothing  elfe  that  deferves  an  anfvrer, 
or  that  can  poffibly  make  any  impreffion  in  favour  of  the  bill ;  a  bill, 
tny  Lords,  teeming  with  fedition  and  idlencfs,  difeafes  and  robberies ; 
9  bill  that^vill  enfeeble  the  body,  corrupt  the  mind,  and  turn  the 
cities  of  this  populous  kingdom  into  prilbns  for  villains,  or  hofpitall 
for  cripples ;  ^nd  which  I  think  it  therefore  out  duty  to  reje£l.   , 

Lord  Lonsdale  next  fpoke  to  the  eilcA  following :— My  Lords, 
the  bill,  on  which  we  ^re  nowfinally  todetermine,isoffucb  a  tendency 
that  it  cannot  be  made  ^  law,  without  an  open  and  avowed  difregard 
of  all  the  rules  which  it  has  been  hitheiCo  thought  the  general  intereft 
of  human  nature  to  prcfcrve  inviolable.  It  is  oppofite  at  once  to 
the  precepts  of  the  wile,  and  the  prance  of  the  good,  to  the  original 
principles  of  virtue  and  the  cfiahlithed  maxims  of  policy. 

I  ih^ll,  howeyer,  only  conftdpr  it  with  relation  to  policy,  becaufc 
the  other  conflderatiops  wil)  naturally  coincide ;  for  policy  is  only  the 
fonnexion  of  prudence  with  gqodnefs,  and  dire^  -pnly  what  virtuo 
each  particular  occurrence  requires  to  be  iminediately  pradifed. 

The  firft  principle  of  policy,  my  Lords,  teaches  us,  that  die  power 
^(id  ^rcatncfs  of  a  ftate  apfcs  froip  the  number  ff  its  pec^e }  uninr 

habited 
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habited  dominions  are  an  empty  fliow,  and  (crvt  only  to  encambcf 
fhe  nation  to  which  thejr  bctoag ;  they  arc  a  kind  of  pompous  onia- 
aicntSf  wluch  muft  be  thrown  away  in  time  of  danger,  and  cqttally 
un&t  for  refiftance  and  retreat. 

In  the  prcfent  war,  my  Lords,  if  the  number  of  out  people  were 
equal  to  that  of  the  two  nations  againfl  which  we  are  engaged,  tbe 
narrownels  of  our  dominions  would  give  us  a  reliAlefs  fuperiOrity  i  as 
-we  have  fi>wer  pollt  to  defend,  we  might  fend  more  forces  to  attack 
out  enemies,  irtio  muft  be  weak  in  every  part,  becaufe  diey  muft  be 
difperied  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  torrent  of  war,  as  a  fiood  of 
water,  is  only  violent  while  it  is  confined,  but  lofes  its  force  as  it  is 
more  dijFufed. 

In  confequence  of  this  tnaxim,  my  Lords,  it  is  propoTed,  that  be- 
caufe  we  are  at  war  againft  two  mighty  powers,  we  ftall  endeavour 
4o  deftroy  by  fpirits  at  home  thofc  who  cannot  fall  by  the  fword  of  At 
enemy,  and  that  we  endeavour  to  hinder  the  production  of  anodier 
geiKration  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  and  has  in  this  debate 
been  univeifally  allowed,  that  tbe  prefent  pradice  of  drinking  ^rit* 
■  will  not  only  deftroy  the  prefent  race,  but  debilitate  the  next. 

This  furely,  my  Lords,  is  a  time  at  which  we  ought  very  ftnd!" 
oufly  to  watch  over  die  prcfervation  of  thofe  lives  which  we  are  no< 
compelled  to  expofe,  and  endeavour  to  retrieve  the  lofles  of  war  b^ 
encouraging  indu ft ry,  temperajice,  and  fobriety. 

Another  principle  of  government  which  tbe  wifdom  of  our  progeni- 
tors eftablilhed,  was  to  fupprefs  vice  with  the  utmoll  diligence  ;  for 
as  vice  niuft  always  produce  mifcry  to  thofe  whom  it  infeds,  and 
danger  to  thofe  who  are  confidered  as  its  enemies,  it  is  contrary  to 
the  end  of  government ;  and  the  government  which  encourages  nee 
is  necefTarJIy  labouring  for  its  own  deftruflion  ;  for  the  good  will  not 
Jupport  it,  becaufe  they  arc  not  beneSted  by  it,  and  the  wicked  will 
betray  it,  becaufe  they  are  wicked. 

How  little  then,  my  Lords,  do  our  fagacious  politicians  uiiderflami 
'  their  own  intereft  by  promoting  drunkennefs  and  luxury,  of  which 
the  natural  train  of  confequences  are  idtenefs,  neceffity,  wickednels, 
dcfperation,  leditiun,  and  anarchy!  How  little  do  they  underftand 
what  it  is  that  gives  ftability  to  the  fabrick  of  ottr  conftitution,  if 
Ihey  imagine  it  can  long  {land,  when  it  is  not  fuppoited  by  virtue. 

Ill  confequence  of  thefc  maxims,  another  maybe  advanced,  that 
all  trades  which  tend  to  impair  either  the  health  or  virtue  of  die 

people. 
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people,  fliould  be  interdiaed  ;  for  Gncc  the  ftrength  of  the  cominu- 
niry  confifts  in  the  number  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  no  trade 
defervet  to  be  cultivated  which  doe;  not  contribute  to  the  one 
or  the  other  (  for  the  end  of  trade,  as  of  all  other  human  attempts,  it 
the  attainment  of  happinefe. 

If  any  trade  that  conduces  not  to  the  hapjnnefs  of  die  community  by 
increafing  either  the  number  or  the  virtue  of  the  people,  be  induftri- 
oufly  cultivated,  the  Icgiflaturc  ought  to  fupprefs  it ;  if  any  maiiu- 
^u^ure  that  adminifters  temptations  to  wickedncfs  be  flourilbing  aad 
exteniive,  it  has  already  been  too  long  indulged  ;  and  the  govern^ 
jnent  can  atone  for  its  remiflnefs  only  by  rigorous  iribibitton,  fevcre 
profecutions,  and  vigilant  enquiries. 

That  the  trade  of  diflilling,  my  Lords,  had  advanced  To  faftatnong 
us,  that  ourmanufadurers  of  poifon  are  arrived  at  the  utmoft  degree 
of  fkill  in  their  profeBion,  and  that  the  draughts  which  they  prepare 
are  greedily  fwallowed  by  thofe  who  rarely  look  beyond  the  prefent 
moment,  or  enquire  what  price  mull  be  paid  for  the  prefent  gratifica- 
tion ;  that  the  people  have  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  daily  ftupe- 
fa^on ;  that  they  are  become  mutinous,  if  they  are  rcftrained  from 
it;  and  that  the  law  which  was  intended  tofuppreft  their  luxury  can- 
not, without  tumults  and  bloodflied,  be  put  in  execution,  are,  in  my  ■ 
opinion,  very  afFe^ng  considerations,  but  they  can  furely  be  of  no 
ufe  for  the  defence  of  this  bill. 

The  more  extenfivc  the  trade  of  diftilling,  the  more  muft  fwallow 
the  poifon  which  it  afibrds ;  the  more  palatable  the  liquor  is  made, 
the  more  dangerous  is  the  temptation ;  and  the  more  corrupt  the 
people  are  become,  the  more  urgent  is  the  neceffity  of  extirpating 
thofe  that  have  corrupted  them> 

I  am  not,  my  Lords,  \eb  convinced  of  the  importance  of  trade^ 
titUi  thofe  Lords  who  have  fpolceo  in  the  moft  pathetic  language  for 
(be  continuance  of  the  manufaflure ;  but  my  regard  for  trade  na- 
turally determines  me  to  vote  againft  a  bill  by  which  idlenefs,  die 
peft  of  commerce,  rouft  be  encouraged,  and'  thofe  hands,  by  which 
our  trade  is  to  be  carried  on,  muft  be  firft  enflKbled  and  foon  aftetr 
wards  deftroyed. 

Nor  is  this  kiud  of  debauchery,  my  Lords,  lefs  deflru£live  to  the 
-inteceft  of  thofe  whofe  riches  confift  in  lands,  than  (^  thofe  who  arc 
engaged  in  commerce  j  for  it  undoubtedly  hinders  the  confumptioa 
of  almoft  every  thing  that  land  can  produce ;  of  that  corn  which 
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Ihoub)  be  made  into  bread,  and  brewed  into  more  wfaolefomc  drink  ; 
of  that  flefh  which  is  fed  for  the  market,  and  even  of  that  wool  which 
flieuld  be  worked  into  cloth.  It  has  been  often  mendoned  ludi-^ 
croufly,  but  with  too  much  truth,  that  llrong  liquors  aie  to  the  rocaoer 
people,  meat,  drink  and  clothes ;  that  thc^  depend  upon  them  alone 
for  fuflenancc  and  warmth,  and  that  they  deltre  to  forget  their  wants 
in  drunkennefs  rather  than  fupply  ihem.  If  we  therefore  examine 
this  qucfiion  with  regard  to  trade,  we  fhall  find,  that  the  monej 
which  is  Ipent  in  drunkennefs  for  the  advantage  only  of  one  diftillcr, 
would  fupport,  if  otherwife  expended,  a  great  number  of  labourers^ 
tiufbandmcn,  and  traders ;  fmce  one  man  em{^oyed  at  the  ftill  may 
fupply  with  the  means  of  debauchery  fuch  numbers,  as  could  not  be 
fumilhed  with  innocent  viduals  and  warm  clothes,  but  by  the  in- 
duftryof  many  hands,  and  the  concurrence  of  many  trades. 

Numbers,  my  liords,  ate  necellary  to  fuccefs  in  coinmerce  as  in 
war  J  if  the  manuia^urers  be  few,  labour  will  be  dear,  and  the  value 
of  the  commodity  muft  always  be  proportioned  to  the  price  of  labour. 
-  Tbefc,  my  Lords,  are  the  arguments  by  which  I  have  hitherto 
been  incited  to  oppofe  this  bill,  n^ich  I  have  not  found  that  any  of 
hs  defenders  can  elude  or  repel ;  for  they  content  themCdves  ind)  a 
cowardly  conceffion  to  the  multitude,  allow  them  to  proceed  in  wick- 
cdnefer  confefi  they  have  found  themfelves  unable  to  t^pole  their 
fovereign  pleafure,  or  to  withhold  them  from  purfuing  their  own  in' 
clinations;  and  therefore  have  fagacioufly  contrived  a  fcheme,  by 
which  they  hope  to  gain  Tome  advantage  from  the  vices  which  they 
caiinot  reform. 

liut  who,  my  Lords,  can,  without  horror  and  indignation,  heai 
thofe  who  arc  entrufted  with  the  care  of  the  public,  contriving  to 
take  advantage  of  the  ruin  of  their  country  i 

'  Let  others,  my  Lords,  vote  as  their  confciences  will  dired  tbcm, 
I  {hall  likewife  follow  the  didiatcs  of 'my  heart,  and  fhall  avoid  aaj 
concurrence  with  a  fcheme,  which  though  it  may  for  a  time  benefit 
the  goYernment,  muft  deftroy  riie  flrengtb  and  virtue  of  the  pcofk^ 
and  at  once  impair  our  trade  and  depopulate  our  country. 

LordCARTERET  then  rofeup,  and  fpoke  in  fubftanceas  follows: 

- My  Lords,  the  urarmth  with  which  this  debate  has  been  hitiierto 

carried  on,  and  with  which  the  progrets  of  this  bill'  has  been  oppofed, 
is,  in  my-opinion,  to  be- imputed  to  (IrOng  prejudices,  formed  wbes 
the queftion  was  lirft  propofed ;  by  whichlhe  noUe Ijofd» have  be«« 
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incited  to  warm  declamations  and  violent  inve^liws ;  "who  having 
once  heated  their  minds  with  fufpicions,  have  not  been  able  to  con- 
fider  the  propolitions  before  them  with  calmnefe  and  impartiality; 
but.  have  purfued  their  firft  notions,  and  have  employed  their -elo- 
quence in  difplaying  the  abfurdity  of  pofitions  never  advanced,  aiti 
the  mifchief  of  confequences  which  will  never  be  produced. 

Xt  is  firll  to  be  conftdered,  my  Lords,  th:itthis  bill  is  intended,  not 
to  promote,  but  to  hinder,  the  confumption  of  fplrituous  liquors ;  it 
is  therefore  by  no  means  neceflary  to  expatiate  upon  that  which  it 
prefuppofed  in  the  bill,  the  pernicious  quality  of  fpirics,  the  deteftable 
nature  of  drunkcnnefs,  the  wickednefe  or  miferies  which  are  pro- 
duced by  it.  AlmoR  all  that  has  been  urged  by  the  noble  Lord^:  who 
have  fpoken  with  the  grcateft  warmth  againft  the  bill,  may  renlbnably 
be  conceived  to  have  been  advanced  for  it  by  thofc  who  projf»2s..j  ■■  ■. 
of  whom  it  may  bejuftly  imagined,  that  they  wcie  fully  convinced 
how  much  fpii  its  were  abufed  by  the  common  people,  and  how  much 
that  abufe  contributed  to  the  wickednefs  which  at  prcfcnt  prevails 
amongtt  us,  fmce  they  thought  it  neceflary  to  prevent  them  by  ft 
-new  law. 

But,  my  Lords,  when  they  faw,  that  the  abufe  of  diflilled  liquor* 
was  in  a  very  high  degree  detrimental  to  the  public,  they  faw  like- 
wife,  that  the  trade  of  diftilling  was  of  great  ufc ;  that  it  employed 
great  numbers  of  our  people,  and  confumed  a  great  part  of  the  pro- 
duce of  our  lands  j  and  that  therefore  it  could  not  be  fopprefle^ 
without  injuring  the  public,  by  reducing  many  families  to  fudden 
poverty,  and  by  depriving  the  farmers  of  a  market  for  a  great  part  of 
their  corn.  In  the  plains  of  the  Weflem  part  of  this  iJland,  the 
'  grain  that  is  chiefly  cultivated  is  barley,  and  that  barley  is  chiefly 
confumed  by  the  diftillersj  nor,  if  they  Oiould  be  at  once  fupprefled, 
'could  the  husbandman  readily  fell  the  produce  of  his  labour  and  hit 
.'grounds,  or  the  landlord  receive  rent  from  his  eftate ;  fincc  it  would 
then  produce  nothing,  or  what  is  in  tffe&  the  fame,  nothing  that 
could  be  fold. 

It  is  mdeed  poflible,  my  Lords,  that  the  Dutch  might  buy  it  [  but 
•then-  it  muft  be  confidered,  that  we  mufl:  pay  them  money  (or  ths 
finbur,  Gncs-'We  ntlow  a  premium  upon  exportation,  and  that  we 
flia}l  buy  it  back  again  in  fpirits,  and  confequently  pay  them  for 
manufacturing  our  own  product.  For  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,-  thft 
'4ny  hw   will  immediately  reclatm   the  dilpolitions,  or  reform  the 
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appetites  or  the  people.  They  are  well  known  to  have  dnuik  fpiiitr 
before  they  were  made  in  our  country,  and  to  indulge  themfelves  at 
prefent  in  many  kinds  of  luxury  which  arc  yet  loaded  with  a  very  high 
tax.  It  is  not  therefore  probable,  that  upon  the  impofidon  of  a  high 
duty  they  will  iminediately  defift  from  drinking  ipijits  ;  diey  wiU  in* 
deed,  as  now,  drink  thofe  which  can  be  moft  ez(Uy  procured;  and  if, 
by  a  high  tax  fuddenly  impofed,  foreign  fpirits  be  made  cheaper  than 
our  own,  foreign  fpirits  will  only  be  ufed,  our  diftillery  will  be  de- 
ftroyed,  and  our  people  will  yet  not  be  reformed. 

That  heavy  taxes  will  not  deter  thej>cople  from  any  bvonrite  en- 
joyment, has  been  already  Ihewn  by  the  unruccelsfulne&  of  the  bft 
attempt  to  rcftrain  them  from  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  and  may  be  every  day 
difcovered  from  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  which  is  univerfally  taken  by  the 
common  people,  though  a  very  high  duty  is  laid  upon  it,  and  though 
a  King  thought  it  fo  pernicious  that  he  employed  his  pea  ^ainft  it. 
The  Commons  therefore  prudently  forbore  to  ufe  violent  meafurcs, 
which  might  difguil  the  people,  but  which  they  had  no  rcafbn  to  be- 
lieve fufficient  to  reform  them,  and  thought  it  more  ncpedient  to 
proceed  by  more  gentle  methods,  which  might  operate  by  impexccpb- 
Ue  degrees,  and  which  might  be  made  more  forcible  and  compulfivc, 
if  they  fhould  be  found  ineffe&ual. 

Another  evil  will  by  this  method  likewife  be  avoided,  which  is  the 
certain  confequence  of  high  dutiesj  this  tax  will  produce  no  clan- 
.deftine  frauds  nor  rebellious  deliance  of  the  legiflature,  the  diiliUen 
will  not  be  tempted  to  evade  this  impoft  by  peijuries,  too  tdtca 
pra^fcd  where  the  profit  of  tiiem  is  great,  nor  fmugglers  to  aflemUe 
in  numerous  troops  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  carry  imported 
liquors  through  the  country  by  force,  in  Of^fition  to  the  officers  of 
the  cuftoms^  and  the  laws  of  the  nation.  That  this  likewife  b 
praflifed  upon  other  occafions  to  efcape  heavy  taxes,  all  the  weekly 
papers  inform  us  j  nor  are  tiiere  many  months  in  which  fomc  of  At 
King's  officers  are  not  maimed  or-murdered  doing  of  dieir  duty. 

All  tbele  evils,  my  Lords,  and  a  thouland  others,  will  be  avoided 
by  an  eafy  tax ;  in  &vour  of  which  I  cannot  but  wondtx,  that  it 
Ihould  be  necellary  to  plead  £o  long,  fince  every  nation,  wfatch  has 
any  pretention  to  civility  or  a  regular  government,  will  agree,  that 
heavy  impofls  are  not  to  be  wantonly  iafij&ed>  and  diat  teya^  i* 
l|cver  to  be  pra^led  till  lenity  ^is  failed. 

It 
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It  therefore  appears  to  tne,  my  Lords,  that  juftice,  realon,  and 
experience,  unite  in  fovour  of  this  bill ;  and  that  nothing  is  to  be 
fcsred  from  it,  but  that  it  will  not  be  fufficiently  coercive,  nor  re^ 
ftrain  the  abufe  of  fpirits  fo  much  as  is  hoped  by  thofe  that  have  Hood 
up  in  its  vindication.  That  it  can  encourage  drunkeniiefs,  or  in- 
creafe  the  confumption  of  dillillcd  liquors,  is  furely  impofllble ;  for 
they  are  now  drunk  without  rcftraint ;  and  therefore  no  reftraint  will 
be  taken  away :  and  (ince  their  price  mull  be  incrcafed  by  a  double 
cluty^  it  may  reafonably  be  conceived,  that  thofe  who  now  fpend  all 
that  they  can  gain  by  their  labour  In  drunkenncfs,  muft  be  content 
with  lefs  than  before,  becaufe  they  will  have  no  more  to  fpend ;  and 
what  has  hitherto  enabled  diem  to  riot  in  debauchery,  will  no  longer 
be  fufficient  for  the  fame  purpofes ;  the  fame  excefs  will  require  more 
money,  and  more  money  cannot  be  had. 

I  do  not  afium,  my  Lords,  that  the  fuccefs  of  this  bill  is  demOn- 
ftrably  certain ;  nor  can  I  deny  that  many  arguments  have  been  al- 
ledged  againft  it  which  cannot  eafily  be  confuted ;  all  that  I  can  ven- 
ture to  alTert  is,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  reafons /»■  the  bill  prepon- 
derate,  not  that  thofe  againft  it,  are  without  weight. 

Of  this,  at  tea(l>  we  are  certain,  that  the  bill  can  produce  no  iU 
cohfequences ;  and  that  if  the  experience  of  the  enfuing  year  fhall 
Ihew  it  to  be  ineffectual,  it  may  be  amended  in  the  next  feffion  by 
new  provifions,  which  we  /hall  be  then  more  able  to  adjull  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

AH  laws,  efpecially  thofc  which  regard  complicated  and  intricats 
ai&irs;  have  been  pcrfeAed  by  degrees;  experience  has  difcovered 
thofe  deficiencies  which  lagacity  could  not  forefee,  and  die  prt^refi 
of  human  wifdom  has  been  always  flow,  I'o  charge  any  fcheme 
with  imperfe^ion,  is  only  to  alledge  that  it  is  the  produdton  of  men, 
of  beings  finite  in  their  capacity,  and  liable  to  error :  nor  do  I  fee 
what  can  be  recommended  to  fuch  beings,  more  than  what  the  go- 
vernment if  now  endeavourii^  to  praflife,  that  nothing  Jboiild  ^be 
done  precipitately,  and  that  experience  fhould  always  be  trufled  ra- 
ther than  conje£hire. 

Lord  LoMSDALE  next  fpoke  to  the  e&a  following :— My  Lords, 
The  arguments  of  the  ooble  Lord  have  by  00  means  influenced  me 
to  alter  my  opinion ;  nor  do  I  now  rife  up  to  pronounce  a  recanta^ 
tion  of  any  of  my  former  -aflertions,  but  <b  explain  one  of  them 
which  the  nobl&Lord  has  bem  pleafcd  to  conboverti 
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He  (^ferves,  in  oppc^ition  to  my  argument,  that  the  difiiDery  cod- 
trtbutes  to'  the  confumption  of  the  produce  of  our  grounds^  and  hj 
conrequence  to  the  advanUge  of  thofe  who  pofleTs  them  j  but  I,  mjr 
Lords,  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  produces  2  contrary  e&£ty  and 
that  it  hinden  the-  confumption^  even  of  diat  grun  which  is  em- 
ployed in  it. 

We  may  realbnably  fuppole,  my  Loids,  that  they  who  now  diink 
diftilled  liquors,  would,  if  they  were  debarred  from  them,  endeavour 
to  obtain  from  ale  and  beer  the  fame  renovation  of  their  vigour,  and 
relaxation  of  their  cares;  and  that  therefore  more  ale  would  be 
brewed,  as  there  would  be  mhn  purchafers :  if  therefi»e  the  £ime 
quantity  of  malt,  which  is  fufficient,  when  diftilled,  to  produce  in- 
toxication, would,  when  brewed  into  ale,  have  the  Cune  efied,  the 
confumption  would  ftill  be  the  fame,  whether  ale  or  fpirits  were  in 
ufe  J  but  It  is  certain,  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  malt  which  is  ne- 
ceSary  to  fiimifh  ale  for  a  debauch,  will,  when  exalted  in  the  ftill,  be 
fufficient  to  latbfy  the  moll  greedy  drunkard;  and  it  is  therefore 
evident,  that  he  who  drinks  ale,  confumcs  more  barley  by  three  parts 
in  four  than  he  who  indulges  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  fuppofing  them  both 
equally  criminal  in  the  excefe  of  their  enjoyments. 

'Tlie  nobl^  Lord  has  taken  occalion  to  mention  tobacco,  as  Ul 
inlhnce  of  the  pbftinacy  with  which  the  people  perfevere  in  a  pt»c- 
tice  to  which  they  are  addicted.  Of  the  obftinacy  of  the  peoi^e,  my 
Lords,  I  am  fufficicntly  convinced ;  but  hope  that  it  wHl  never  be 
able  to  overpower  the  legiHature,  who  ought  to  enforce  their  laws, 
and  invigorate  th?ir  efforts  in  proportion  to  the  atrocioufncls  of  the 
corruption  which  diey  arc  endeavouring  to  extirpate :  nor  do  I  think 
fo  meanly  of  government,  as  to  believe  it  unable  to  reprefs  drunken- 
ncfs  or  luxury,  or  in  dai^r  of  being  fubverted  in  a  conteft  aboot 
jpirits  or  tobacco. 

Tobacco,  indeed,  has  not  properly  been  produced  as  an  inflance } 
for  I  never  heard,  that  however  it  may  be  difiij^roved  by  particular 
men,  of  whatever  rank  or  abilities,  it  was  prohibited  by  law  j  noc 
Ihould  S  think  any  fuch  prohibition  neceflary  or  reafonable  :  fix- to- 
bacco, my  Lords,  is  not  poifon.  Tike  diftilled  fpirits,  nor  is  the  ufe 
of  it  fo  much  injurious  to  health,  as  ofFenfivc  to  delicacy. 

The  poifonous  and  deftrudive  quality  of  thcfe  liquors  is  confeffed 
by  the  noble  Lord,  a>con£e3ien  with  which  I  find  it  very  difficult  t* 
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reconcile  his  folicitude  foe- the  diftillery ;  for  when  it  is  once  granted, 
that  fpirits  corrupt  the  mind,  weaken  the  limbs,  impair  virtue,  and 
fliorten  life,  any  arguments  in  favor  of  tbofc  who  manufaiSure  tfaeot 
come  too  late,  lince  no  advantage  can  be  equivalent  to  the  lofs  of 
honefty  and  life.  When  the  noble  Lord  has  urged  that  the  diftillery 
employs  great  numbers  of'  bands,  and  therefore  ou^t  to  be  encou- 
raged, may  it  not,  upon  bis  own  concellion,  be  replied,  that  thofe 
numbers  are  employed  in  murder,  aixl  that  their  trade  ought,  like 
that  of  other  murderers,  to  be  ftopped  ?— When  he  urges  that  modi 
of  our  grain  is  confumed  in  the  ftill,  may  we  not  anfwer,  and  anTwer 
irrefiftibly,  that  it  is  confumed  by  being  turned  into  poifon,  inftead 
of  bread  ?  And  can  a  ftronger  argument  be  imagined  for  the  fup- 
preHion  of  this  deteftable  buQocfs,  than  that  it  employs  multltudeit 
and  that  it  is  ^inful  and  extcnfive  i  ■ 

Nor  can  I  dlfcover,  my  Lords,  how  the  care  of  preferving  the 
ditiillcry  is  conltftent  with  the  ends  which  the  preamble  in  this  bill 
declares  to  be  propofed,  or  which  the  advocates  for  it  appear  to 
dcfire.  If  the  confumption  of  diftilled  fjurits  is  to  be  hindered,  how 
is  the  diftillery  to  remain  uninjured  \  If  the  trade  of  dillilling  is  not 
to  be  impaired,  what  fliall  hinder  the  confumption  of  fpiiitsf  So  bs 
as  this  bill  operates,  the  diftillers  mull  be  impoveriflied  by  it ;  and 
if  they  may  properly  and  juftly  fu&r  a  fmsdl  diminution  of  their 
proBt  for  a  finall  advantage  to  the  public,  why  will  not  a  greater 
benefit  be  equivalent  to  a  greater  diminution  ? 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  apparent,  than  diat  the  real  deGga 
of  this  l»U,  however  its  defenders  may  endeavour  to  conceal  it  in  the 
mift  of  fophiftry,  is  to  lay  only  fuch  a  tax  as  may  JncreaTe  the  reve- 
nue i  and  that  they  have  no  dcfire  of  fupprcffing  that  vice  which  may 
be  made  useful  to  their  private  purpole,  nor  feel  any  regret  to  fill  dbe 
exchequer  by  the  flaiighter  of  the  people. 

Lord  Aylesford  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  tiie  following  pur- 
pole : — My  Lords,  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  in  defence  of  this 
new  fcheme,  appears  to  have  imbibed  very  ftrong  prejudices  in  &vout 
of  the  diftillery,  from  which  he  finds  it  prafiicable  to  draw  large 
fums  for  the  fu[q>ort  of  the  meafures  which  have  been  already  formed, 
and  which  he  therefore  confiders  as  the  moft  important  and  benefi- 
cial trade  of  the  Britilh  nation. 

It  is  not  improbable,  my  Xx>rds,  that  in  a  (hort  time  all  the  pro- 
vifions  which  have  been  made  by  the  provilign  of  our  anccflon  for 
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